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Exclusive
Chai Brady
Politicians must listen to the “voice of Faith” 
in Ireland and create a functioning dialogue 
between Church and State, the Primate of All 
Ireland has said to the Irish Catholic.

As a new Government is set to be formed 
in the coming weeks Archbishop Eamon 

Martin [pictured left] said that 
the current model of Church-
State dialogue is “tired” and 
“unused”.

In a message before 
the elections, the bish-
ops put out a statement 
saying dialogue pathways 

with the State are “not 
functioning for the 
greater good of 
society and are in 
need of review”.

The bishops 
asked people to 
tackle politicians 
on the ques-
tion: “Similar to 
Governments in 
other European 

A saint’s grand arrival in Kerry

The relic of Carlo Acutis, soon to be declared a saint, visited St Vincent’s Church in Ballyferriter - a Gaeltacht Parish. Accompanied 
by Msgr Anthony Figueredo of Assisi, the relic was brought to the church in a horse-drawn carriage. From left to right: Anna, Dónal, 
Diarmuid Mac An tSíthigh, Chris Courtney, James Curran, Gearóid Mac an tSíthigh, Msgr Anthony Figueiredo holding the relic of 
Carlo Acutis, and Kerry the horse.      See page 8
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A welcoming church

Pictured at the launch of the new migrant appeal in Clane, Co. Kildare last Friday were 
from left-to-right: Khalil Al Sheblak, Irene Lawlor Irish Red Cross and Fr Paul O’Boyle 
Parish Priest Clane & Rathcoff ey Photo: Lorraine O’Sullivan.
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» Continued from Page 1
countries and at EU level, 
should a specific Government 
minister with responsibility 
for dialogue with Churches 
and other faith communities 
be appointed as part of the 
next administration?” 

Speaking to The Irish 
Catholic, Archbishop Martin 
expanded on the statement 
saying that “I think the par-
ticular model that is used 
in Ireland for Church-State 
dialogue is tired, I think it’s 
unused”.

“I think it hugely impover-
ishes the Church if we are not 
able to engage in that dia-
logue, and equally I think it 
hugely impoverishes democ-

racy if the voice of faith is not 
heard,” the archbishop said.

“So, you will see that 
when we made this state-
ment for the election this 
time around, we added that 
paragraph at the end – that 
we are here to help, not to 
threaten the State, but indeed 
the opposite, to support our 
politicians because they 
have accepted a very noble 
vocation to serve the people. 
“But that means to listen to 
the voice of faith and there 
are many people in Ireland 
who have faith and who are 
willing to write that in the 
census, and say ‘I am a per-
son of Faith’,” he added.

See page 16
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Brandon Scott
The outgoing Regional Director 
of the Columbans in Ireland, Fr 
Raymond Husband, has said 
that he is grateful after six 
years of numerous achieve-
ments in the role but that the 
pain of losing 62 Columbans 
mostly during the Covid pan-
demic has left “a sadness”.

Fr Husband, who was 
succeeded in the post by Fr 
David Kenneally last Sat-
urday, said to columbans.
ie that he saw his “number 
one priority” as “care of the 
elderly priests” in St Colum-
ban’s and particularly the 
elderly missionaries in the 
nursing home in Dalgan.

“Because we are such an 
elderly group of men, the role of 

director is to support them and 
care for them,” he said. “I would 
have seen that as a priority.

“The nursing home was 
under threat and we as 
a region worked hard to 
ensure the continuation of 
the nursing home. There 
have been challenges and 
even the possibility of clos-
ing it down. We had to work 
through that.

“I think as Columbans 
we are blessed that we have 
such a good and loyal staff 
in the nursing home, in the 
offices and in the house. 
I have always been happy 
with the staff and working 
alongside the staff – I am 
very grateful to them.”

He acknowledged that 
“one of the sadnesses in my 

six years was that 62 Colum-
bans went to the Lord. There 
is a sadness. These are men 
that I would have known 
and worked with in various 
stages. It is part of our his-
tory” but that the Colum-
bans “achieved a lot in the 
six years. One of the things 
that stands out for me is 
that when I came into the 
office the sale of Dowds-
town House was an issue, its 
transition from Columban 
property to sale. Another 
headache at the time was 
the farm. We were going 
through a series of manag-
ers. So the Regional Council 
decided to lease the farm 
and that was a very positive 
thing. I am very proud and 
happy with that.”

Outgoing Columban 
Regional Director left ‘sad’ 
and ‘grateful’ after term

Iconic Veritas Abbey St store 
to close and building sold
Staff  Reporter
Known for its extensive 
collect ion of rel ig ious 
books and gifts, the historic 
Veritas store on Abbey 
St will close its doors in 
the first week of January 
2025, following the sale of 
the building, according to 
sources close to Veritas. 
Despite repeated attempts 
from The Irish Catholic to 
contact management for 
clarification on the closure, 
no replies were made.

On their social media 
plat forms, Ver itas has 
recently announced that 
“It is with regret that we 
inform you of the perma-
nent closure of our Veritas 
stores in Derry, effective 
Friday, November 29, 2024, 
and Letterkenny, Friday, 

December 13, 2024.”  
In Letterkenny, branch 

who was moved to a better 
location at the beginning of 
the year, there were reports 
of interested parties attempt-
ing to prevent the closure 
and there was also a petition 
organised by customers to 
keep the store open. 

Customers have used 
social media to express 
their thoughts. In the 
comments on the Veritas 
Facebook page,  t here 
are  many statements of 
disappointment, “Shocking 
decision to close the stores. 
The Letterkenny store is 
a beautiful store and the 
only shop of its kind locally. 
Sheila and her assistants are 
so helpful and kind always. 
It will be a big loss to the 
northwest,” and “Very sad 
news indeed to lose our 
holy shops,” are among 
some of the comments.
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GIVE THE GIFT OF PILGRIMAGE THIS CHRISTMAS

Order before December 18th & 
receive a gi� pack by post with a 
small Christmas gi� handcra�ed 

in Bethlehem.

Deposits of only €200 per person are required to book with balances due 8 weeks before departure.

We continue our charter flights into Mostar halving travel time to Medjugorje. 
Departures will be throughout May to October

Medjugorje 2025
Direct flights to MOSTAR 

now from City of Derry

We continue our charter flights into Mostar halving travel time to Medjugorje. 
Arrive in Medjugorje in Half the Time

7 NIGHTS

€785pps

€5050OFF

BOOKBEF
O

R
E

1s
t FEBRUARY

FO
R

€785 €805 €745

€825 €815 €805
Bookings before Feb 1st 2025 will avail of the €50 discount included in the above prices.

                          Return Flights - Services of Marian Pilgrimages Team through out
accommodation with breakfast and dinner - Coach transfers - Full religious programe 

All Airport and local Taxes

WE INCLUDE

Jubilee 2025 Italy Pilgrimages
ST PIO MINI BREAK - €675pps

3 nights | 11th - 14th April 2025
3 nights San Giovanni
A short group Pilgrimage to the home of Saint Pio 
with visits to Pietrelcina and Piana Romana.

PIO EASTER PILGRIMAGE - €885pps

4 nights | 17th - 21st April 2025
Easter Pilgrimage in San Giovanni Rotondo
Spend Holy �ursday to Easter Monday at the home 
of Saint Pio.

JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE ROME - €975pps

4 nights | 26th - 30th April 2025
4 nights Rome
Take part in the o�cal Jubilee Programme and 
obtain plenary indulgence from the Church.

GIVE THE GIFT OF PILGRIMAGE THIS CHRISTMAS
Rosary Procession

in honour of

The Immaculate 
Conception
December 8th

Further information:
086 265 4122

Start: 14:00 Main Entrance to Garden of 
Remembrance, Parnell Square, 
Dublin 1

End: 16:00 Benediction at St Teresa 
Carmelite Church, Clarendon Street 
(Off Grafton Street), Dublin 2

Blue flags with traditional 
image of Our lady/Plain 
Blue flags ONLY please

Voldermort gets a red hat

Ralph Fiennes as Cardinal Lawrence and Stanley Tucci star in a scene from the movie 
Conclave. Actor Fiennes spent a period of his schooling in St Kieran’s College, a 
Catholic school in Co. Kilkenny. Photo: OSV News/Focus Features

Future teen saint 
is ‘exploding’ 
among Irish youth
Brandon Scott
Two members of a group 
dedicated to the promo-
tion of the cause of Blessed 
Carlo Acutis, an Italian teen 
renowned for his deep faith 
who died after a terminal 
cancer diagnosis in 2006, say 
they’re “happy out” after last 
week’s Vatican announce-
ment to canonise the “Mil-
lennial Saint” this April and 
that they’ve witnessed an 
“explosion” of Blessed Carlo 
interest among Irish youth 
due to recent exposure to the 
soon-to-be saint. 

Speaking to The Irish 
Catholic, siblings Mary-
Aoife and Seamus Ong of the 
group Carlo Acutis Youth 
Ireland said Blessed Carlo’s 
“quick” pathway to saint-
hood has been “incredible”. 

“The process has been 
quite quick,” Seamus said. 
“In 2020 he was beatified 
and then in early April of 
this year it was decided 
that he would be canonised. 
Then everything was put on 
pause and we were all wait-
ing to hear what would hap-
pen. 

“The last couple of 
months I was wondering 
maybe this was going to be 
something that will hap-
pen later down the road and 
that maybe the Pope was 
taking his time with it but 
it’s been great to hear that 
straight out there it’s been 
decided for this Jubilee for 
Teenagers in April. 

“The next time we go 
over to Assisi, it’ll be very 
real, that Carlo is a saint 
now – that’s incredible.”

Young people are natu-

rally attracted to the very 
accessible and normal look 
and message of Blessed 
Carlo, according to Mary-
Aoife, and this ordinary 
appeal is capturing the 
minds of schoolchildren all 
around the country.

“We’re all happy out 
over here, we really are,” 
she said. “We’ve really seen 
just an explosion of Blessed 
Carlo, particularly among 
the youth. We started 
doing workshops in schools, 
schools just reached out to 
us and asked us if we would 
be interested in doing some 
workshops. It ’s incred-
ible going down to talk to 
schoolchildren who have 
seen him and are all very 
open and interested in him, 
particularly around the 
idea of a saint. It’s incred-
ible to see their faces look-

ing in wonder at this young 
person who they never 
would’ve perceived could 
be a saint. 

“It’s been such a joy to go 
out and meet young people, 
talk to them and give them 
a real example of a young 
saint today. I think Carlo 
is beginning to explode 
around the world. Although 
this process of canonisation 
has happened so quickly, in 
one way we’re not surprised 
because of the amount of 
people, through the relic 
visits and talking to other 
people, who have told us of 
incredible intercession sto-
ries and experiences they’ve 
had through Blessed Carlo 
Acutis’ intercession. 

“He’s a really fast worker 
and these two approved 
miracles are just two of 
many that are happening.”
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Cork and Ross’s 
Polish Chaplaincy 
gets a new home
The Polish Chaplaincy in the Dio-
cese of Cork and Ross will move 
to a new home from February 1. 
The chaplaincy, which is currently 
located in St Augustine’s Church, 
Washington Street will move to 
the Holy Cross Church, Mahon, in 
the Family of Parishes of Ballin-
lough, Blackrock, Blackrock Road 
and Mahon.

For years, the chaplaincy in 
Washington Street served the 
Polish community in their pas-
toral needs. In the recent years, 
the community changed, as many 
went back to their country and 
others became more involved in 
their own parishes.

“In transferring to Holy Cross 
Church Mahon and while continu-
ing as a Diocesan Chaplaincy, the 
Polish Community will become 
an integral part of parish life in 
Mahon Parish,” the diocese said 
in a statement.

“It is envisaged that the Polish 
Community will gather for one 
weekend Mass to be celebrated 
every Sunday afternoon in Holy 
Cross Church and will continue to 
grow and develop the participa-
tion of young people and families 
in various ministries including 
Domestic Church Families, the 
Galilee Group and The School of 
the New Evangelisation.”

NI Executive Office 
comments on 
violence against 
women
The Northen Irish Executive Office 
has issued a statement reiterating 
their commitment to ending vio-
lence against women and girls, 
to mark the International Day for 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and Girls and the start of 
the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence period.

“Following the events of recent 
weeks, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to working together across 
the Executive to do everything 
we can to achieve our vision of 
‘a changed society where women 
and girls are free from all forms of 
gender-based violence, abuse and 
harm’”, the statement said. 

“We have to break the cycle of 
violence and abuse against women 
and girls. It is preventable and 
there is something everyone can 
do. Our Strategic Framework takes 
a whole of government and soci-
ety approach, with a clear focus 
on prevention and stopping the 
violence before it starts”, said First 
Minister Michelle O’Neill.

Deputy First Minister Emma 
Little-Pengelly also commented: 
“Ending all forms of violence, 
abuse, and harm against women 
and girls is one of the most press-
ing challenges facing our society 
today. We are united in our com-
mitment to tackle this important 
issue.”

The Irish Catholic, November 28, 2024

West Cork youth discerns

Fears Mass in Mountjoy prison 
impossible after chapel remodel
Chai Brady
Changes to the chapel in Mount-
joy prison in Dublin will lead to 
prisoners having to watch Mass 
in their cells rather than receive 
the Eucharist in person, The Irish 
Catholic understands.

The bishop who liaises with the 
Irish Prison Service is currently in 
discussion with Mountjoy prison 

management regarding the ongo-
ing remodelling of the chapel.

Sources close to the situation 
have warned that the ‘repurpos-
ing’ of the chapel will make it 
impossible for prisoners to attend 
Mass in person, instead they will 
be given the option to watch it on 
the TV in their cell. 

It is believed that the remod-
elling includes the removal of 

Brandon Scott
Governor of Anambra State, 
Professor Chukwuma Soludo, 
has commended Irish priests 
and missionaries for their dedi-
cated efforts and sacrifices in 
bringing the gospel to Nigeria.

Governor Soludo recently 
received the Papal Nuncio to 
Nigeria, Archbishop Michael 
Crotty, on a courtesy visit to the 
Governor’s Lodge in Amawbia, 
Awka, the capital of Anambra 
State. The governor expressed 
deep gratitude to the early 
Christian missionaries for their 
enduring and profound impact 
on the region.

Governor Soludo empha-
sised the missionaries’ vital 

role in establishing and shaping 
key sectors such as education, 
healthcare, and social welfare 
throughout the country.

Highlighting the strong 
foundation established by 
Irish priests many years ago, 
Governor Soludo noted that 
the growth of Catholic schools 
today is a testament to their 
enduring legacy.

He commended the priests 
for their dedication in spread-
ing the gospel and enduring 
harsh conditions for the better-
ment of their congregants.

Archbishop Crotty person-
ally expressed admiration for 
the strong bond between Irish 
missionaries and the Nigerian 
people, noting their great affin-
ity with the country. 

Governor Soludo received the new Apostolic Nuncio to Nigeria and 
Ambassador of the Vatican City, Most Rev. Michael Francis Crotty, 
at the Governor’s Lodge in Amawbia. Photo: Anambra State New 
Media.

Nigerian governor 
hails Irish missionaries’ 
contribution to Nigeria

Encounter: Waterford 
youth ‘battling fear 
with prayer’
Renata Steffens
Young adults from the Diocese of 
Waterford and Lismore gathered 
for a night of faith and friend-
ship on November 22 in St John’s 
Church, Waterford. The event 
called ‘Encounter’ had around 15 
people aged 18-35 for a night of 
sharing, prayer, and a talk by Fr 
John Harris ADM, Cathedral of the 
Most Holy Trinity Waterford on 
battling fears with prayer.

Nodlaig Lillis, Youth and Adult 
Ministry Office in the diocese, 
told The Irish Catholic this is part 
of the diocese’s plan for youth and 
young adult ministry, launched in 
2023. “Encounter was happening 

before that, but it is part of that 
plan. It’s part of a bigger strategy 
that we have”, she said.

These meeting have been hap-
pening for the past two and a half 
years, from October to May. Last 
week’s gathering was the first 
one of this term and it is an evan-
gelisation tool, as regular par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring 
friends who are not very active in 
the Church.

This event is an opportunity 
to “pray together, hear a good 
inspirational input from some-
body with a different speaker 
each time, and then have a time 
of fellowship together. Just get to 
know other young adults who are 
practising Catholics.”

Young Catholics from the Diocese of Cork and Ross pictured with 
Bishop Fintan Gavin at one of the information meetings with priests 
and parish leadership teams in west Cork. Over 170 people heard 
Bishop Gavin outline the context for a time of prayer, listening and 
discerning. Photo: Diocese of Cork and Ross. 

pews to facilitate video booths 
for prisoners which can be used 
to contact solicitors, family mem-
bers etc.

While there is no priest chap-
lain based there, they are brought 
in on an ad hoc basis to celebrate 
Mass. Work to redesign the chapel 
began on Monday, and it was ini-
tially believed that only a small 
space at the back of the chapel 
would be used, however it is 
believed more space will be taken. 

Bishop Martin Hayes, Bishop of 
Kilmore and the Liaison Bishop to 
the Irish Prison Service, “is cur-
rently in communications with 
chaplains, and with prison man-
agement, on the latter’s proposal 
to repurpose part of the chapel in 
Mountjoy Prison, Dublin”, accord-

ing to the Catholic Communica-
tion Office (CCO). 

Both the CCO and the Irish 
Prison Service were asked: “Will 
prisoners be able to attend the 
chapel in person to receive the 
Eucharist after the works on the 
chapel are complete? Will the 
same access be given to priests 
who offer Mass in the chapel, or 
will there be changes to their 
access to celebrate Mass?”

Numerous requests to the 
CCO asking for more informa-
t ion regarding disc ussions 
were ignored and subsequently 
rejected.

The Irish Prison Service’s press 
off ice was contacted multiple 
times through their official media 
channels, but failed to respond. 
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On other political 
matters, Mary 
McAleese was 
stringently criti-

cal of two recent British 
Prime Ministers who she 
named only as “Boris and Liz’ 
(viz., Johnson and Truss). “I 
think I’ll give Rishi a pass, but 
I won’t give the other two a 
pass.” Rishi (Sunak), she said, 

was basically decent. 
The President of Ireland 

is not supposed to be politi-
cal, but the ex-President 
of Ireland is free to express 
any political opinions she 
pleases. Mrs McAleese has 
a wealth of experience in 
overseeing politics – maybe 
she should now get actively 
involved?

The political fi gure who has been erased?
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Is Éamon de Valera now 
a forgotten figure? There 
is no statue or monu-
ment to the political 

leader who had the longest 
and perhaps most influential 
impact on 20th century Ire-
land. Certainly, the party he 
founded seldom has recourse 
to invoking his name at elec-
tion time (or any other time). 
And “De Valera’s Ireland” 
seems often to be used pejo-
ratively - part of that culture 
war on the past which is now 
common currency.

Examination
Yet, Mary McAleese - in 
many ways a progressive and 
a modernist - spoke almost 
tenderly about him last week 
when she launched a new 
book about Dev, Dangerous 
Ambition, by Colum Kenny. 
There was a soft spot for Dev 
the politician in her Belfast 
home, but it was Éamon, the 
child born in poverty, reared 
as a child labourer on his 
uncle’s farm in Co Limerick, 
that her heart went out to. 
His young life was lonely 
and motherless, and yet from 
such unpromising begin-
nings there emerged a well 
educated and clever math-
ematician, a leader whose 

stable stewardship made mod-
ern Ireland possible, a loving 
husband and a man of faith. 

❛❛He was, as 
Mary McAleese 
said, heartlessly 
‘othered’ because 
of being the 
child of a single 
mother, and the 
son of an absent, 
untraceable father”

Colum Kenny’s new exami-
nation of Dev’s early life does 
indeed highlight De Valera’s 
deprived childhood, emotion-
ally and materially. (By the 
way, Colum is a cousin of mine 

but hopefully that does not dis-
qualify me from describing his 
book.) There was real poverty 
in the rural Ireland to which 
Dev was despatched, from his 
American place of birth. He had 
to work on the farm as a young 
child. He was originally called 
George by his mother, and 
subsequently Eddie. He must 
have suffered from maternal 
deprivation syndrome when 
his mother, as a single parent 
(apparently deserted by Dev’s 
father) sent him back to Ire-
land because she had to go out 
to work. Small wonder, Colum 
says, that Dev’s 1937 Consti-
tution specified that mothers 
should not be forced into out-
side employment “by economic 
necessity”. 

His parents’ marriage has 
never been verified, and poign-

ant are Dev’s own searches 
for traces of his father, the 
elusive Vivion de Valera. Dev 
endured cruel barbs because 
of the uncertainty around his 
family roots. He was, as Mary 
McAleese said, heartlessly 
“othered” because of being the 
child of a single mother, and 
the son of an absent, untrace-
able father.  On one occasion 
a political opponent referred 
to Dev as “a half-breed Jew”. 
Ernest Blythe, founder of the 
Abbey Theatre, called him 
“some class of a mulatto”.

Calling
Dev might have become a priest 
- his mother wanted him to be 
ordained - and he was always 

Nikita Hand’s mother, 
Debbie, said about 
her daughter’s 
ordeal: “I think she 

will be scarred for life. It will 
always be there, it will always 
be with her.” This, sadly, is 
true. The young woman will 
never be able to forget - and 
will never be allowed to for-
get - the events which formed 
part of her civil case against 
Conor McGregor. 

She was certainly cou-
rageous to put her private 

life into the public realm to 
secure a conviction, by a jury, 
of rape. But all the depress-
ing, distressing and some-
times squalid details of what 
is now called “partying” were 
reported unsparingly, and 
I think many of us would 
blanch at such full disclosure, 
even in the pursuit of truth 
and justice. And if Nikita has 
won a just victory in the civil 
court, harsher judgements of 
the “partying” situation have 
been posted on social media. 

I hope she can re-make 
her life, and I hope Conor 
McGregor learns the lessons 
he clearly needs to learn. The 
feminists who say that the 
maltreatment of women as 
though they were “a piece of 
meat” is a result of the “porni-
fication” of society are not 
wrong. Christian campaign-
ers like Lord Longford and 
Mary Whitehouse predicted, 
exactly, how porn would 
degrade women - and uglify 
sexuality. Job done. 

seriously religious.  But after 
1916 a political life beckoned. 

His mother Kate married 
again, and her second son, 
Dev’s half-brother, Thomas 
Wheelwright, did indeed 
become a priest in America.  

“The child is father of the 

man,” wrote Wordsworth: in 
our childhood, our later lives 
are formed. What a tough 
and lonely childhood Éamon 
de Valera overcame! Yet he 
forged a nation. Surely he 
deserves a national monu-
ment. 

❛❛There was real poverty in the rural 
Ireland to which Dev was despatched, 
from his American place of birth. He had 
to work on the farm as a young child”
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Parish priest speaks 
of his shock at tragic 
Donegal crash
A local priest has spoken of his “shock” 
after attending the scene of last Fri-
day’s night’s tragic crash in Liscooley 
in which three people lost their lives.

Local Parish Priest at Crossroads, 
Killygordon, Fr Patsy Arkinson, 
attended the scene of the crash late 
Friday night and also said a rosary for 
those involved in the collision.

Speaking to Donegal Daily, he 
described the scene as “shocking”, and 
that locals were “shocked and hurt” 
following the tragic incident.

He also offered his thoughts and 
prayers to the deceased and injured in 
the collision.

A third person died following Fri-
day’s crash on Tuesday morning.

Bishop Monahan 
launches digital Advent 
calendar
Bishop of Killaloe Fintan Monahan, 
also the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference delegate for Jubilee Year 2025, 
will launch a digital Advent calendar 
on December 1 to mark the first day 
of Advent.

With theme of ‘Hope’, the digital 
Advent calendar “offers a distinc-
tive and spiritually enriching way to 
journey through this holy season,” 
the Bishops’ Conference said in a 
statement. “The 2024 calendar offers 
prayers and resources designed to 
guide individuals, families and faith 
communities to reflect on the hope 
that Christ brings to the world, while 
also preparing for the upcoming Holy 
Jubilee Year in 2025.”

Council invites bishop 
to negotiate with it over 
derelict school 
Laois County Council has been asked 
to approach the local bishop Denis 
Nulty over the proposed transforma-
tion of a derelict school as the building 
is church-owned property.

Independent Cllr Aisling 
Moran asked that in a motion: “That 
Laois County Council together with the 
Ballylinan Community group, liaise 
with Bishop Denis McNulty of the Kil-
dare & Leighlin Diocese, with the view 
to purchasing the old Primary School 
which is now derelict for use as a com-
munity space”.

“That building was an old school 
and the Church have ownership of 
it but it has gone derelict,” said Cllr 
Moran. 

President Higgins 
comments on Louise 
Asmal’s death
The human rights advocate, Louise 
Asmal died on November 23. President 
Higgins has extended his condolences 
to Ms Asmal’s family. Louise Asmal and 
her late husband, Prof. Kader Asmal 
were “at the very heart of the Irish 
Anti-Apartheid Movement, which 
they co-founded in 1964,” the presi-
dent said in a statement.

“Following the fall of apartheid, 
Louise and Kader were instrumental 
figures in the cultural, academic, and 
political landscapes of Cape Town,” the 
president added.

A warm Monaghan welcome for Filipino community

The community of Bawn/Latton (Aughnamullen West), Co. Monaghan welcomed members of the Filipino community in St Patrick’s Church, 
Bawn. The main celebrant, Fr Roner M Anildes OSA, was joined by Dr Tom Quigley PE and Fr Gary Carville, a candidate for Permanent Deacon, 
and the Irish and Filipino community for Sunday Mass. The Filipino Choir sang at the celebration.

Renata Steffens
The International Columbanus 
Day will be hosted for the first 
time in the Republic of Ireland in 
July 2025. On November 22, The 
Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin 
officially launched the event with 
a lecture by Dr Damien Bracken, 
UCC.

The XXVI Columbanus Day will 
be taking place on July 11-13, 2025 
in Co. Carlow, where St Colum-
banus was born in 543AD. Bishop 
of Kildare and Leighlin Denis Nulty 
said at the launch that the fact the 
saint was born in Myshall, “gives 
us in Carlow our rightful claim on 
him and the reason we have been 
invited to host the International 
Columbanus Weekend next July.”

“When Carlow was chosen to 
host the XXVI Columbanus Cel-
ebrations, there was one man 
elated at the choice of Carlow 
and the opportunities it offered, 
opportunities to reintroduce St 

Columbanus to Carlow and Irelan,” 
Bishop Nulty said. 

“I speak of the late Archbishop 
Noel Treanor who died on August 
11 last, barely seven weeks after 
our Piacenza gathering. There he 
stressed to me how we in Carlow 
must make the most of this once 
in a lifetime opportunity, tonight 
has been a super start, thanks to 
the wonderful lecture from Dam-
ien, and so with great joy I launch 
our programme for the weekend 
of July 11-13 next year.

“A programme that will wel-
come Columbanus communities 
from all over Europe and all over 
the island to the place of his birth, 
where his life-journey began and 
which has left an indelible mark 
on the history of Europe today. 
Our three-day festival comes in 
the middle of Pope Francis’s Jubi-
lee Year of Hope and that hope 
filled theme permeates all aspects 
of the programme,” the bishop 
concluded.

Women’s conference offers ‘a wave of 
grace for the local Church in Ireland’
Renata Milán Morales 
Almost 500 women gathered in 
Donegal for the ‘Abide in His love’ 
conference. The event aimed to 
celebrate the “beauty and dignity 
of women in the Church and in the 
world today,” with guest speakers 
the Nashville Dominican Sisters, 
Fr Barry Braum (London), Kathleen 

Nichols and Celine Kelly (Magdala, 
Israel), Bishop Kevin Doran of 
Elphin, Catherine DiNuzzo (Kan-
sas), among others.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic 
after taking part in the event, Fr 
Todd Arsenault LC, shared that 
he was “overjoyed at the tangible 
action of the Holy Spirit in women 
of all ages that attended and pray 

Staff reporter
The COP29 conference has con-
cluded on November 22, and the 
final agreement commits $300bn 
per year from richer countries to 
the Global South to develop cli-
mate plans.

“When inflation is taken into 
account this is a minimal increase 
from the commitment of 100bn 
made in 2009,” Trócaire said in a 
statement. Which falls short on 
the necessary amount, according 
to the charity. “The current text 
acknowledges the trillions of dol-
lars needed.”

At COP29 in Baku, Trócaire Cli-
mate Justice Policy and Advocacy 
Advisor, Sinéad Loughran said: “It 
is shocking that a climate finance 
COP has delivered so little ambi-
tion on climate finance and not 

surprising that climate vulnerable 
countries reject this.

“Once again richer countries 
are dragging their heels when it 
comes to paying the debt we owe 
for the climate damage we have 
caused. It is the poorest in the 
world who will continue to suf-
fer the worst consequences of the 
climate crisis with no safety net.”

“The COP decision failed to 
commit to the public finance 
that’s needed and instead focuses 
on ill-defined investment and pri-
vate finance to fill existing fund-
ing gaps,” Ms Loughran added.

“It is an insult, and reflects 
a step backwards in ambition, 
and a complete disregard for the 
impacts being felt by those who 
have done nothing to cause this 
crisis. It flies in the face of climate 
justice and the responsibilities of 
rich countries.”

International 
Columbanus Day 
launched in Carlow Trócaire condemns final 

agreement at COP29

that this is only the beginning of 
a new evangelisation among the 
women of Ireland.” 

 “This weekend of joy, of tears, 
of friendship and of spiritual 
renewal, released a wave of God’s 
grace for the benefit of the local 
Church in Ireland and in the fami-
lies of each of these women,” said 
Fr Todd noting the fruits of this 
event.

Michelle Kelly (24), one of the 
attendants, saw this event as a 
sign of hope to the Church in Ire-
land, “It was so encouraging to 
see almost 500 women of all ages 
attend, and to know that hope is 
on the rise for Catholics in Ire-

land. If almost 500 women will 
travel all the way up to Donegal 
for a weekend event, imagine how 
many more of us there are across 
the country!”

According to Fr Todd priests 
spent most of their time listen-
ing to confessions and renewing 
“dignity as the Father’s beloved 
daughters to each.” With excite-
ment the priest added, “The Holy 
Spirit was working in the lives 
of the women present! From the 
amazing and dynamic confer-
ences that encouraged, motivated, 
shaped and inspired the women to 
ongoing conversion, holiness of 
life and hope.”
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Institute 

Stand with us and support our valuable 
work, so we can continue to uphold these 
values and make Ireland a better place 
for future generations.

www.ionainstitute.ie
Tel 01 6619 204

info@ionainstitute.ie

The Iona Institute was 
founded in 2007 and ever 
since then has promoted 
the place of marriage and 
religion in society. It has 
featured very prominently 
in debates about the 
definition of marriage, 
abortion, the future of 
faith-based schools, 
freedom of religion, 
and now euthanasia. David Quinn, CEO, 

The Iona Institute

Donate today by sending a cheque to The Iona Institute, 
23 Merrion Square North, Dublin 2. You can make an 
online donation by going to www.ionainstitute.ie/donate
The Iona Institute is a registered charity.
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Blessed Carlo connects with 
young and old in Kerry

Brandon Scott

The relics of the soon-
to-be saint Carlo 
Acutis have recently 
visited Tralee, Co. 

Kerry. 
Large crowds descended 

to the Holy Cross Domini-
can Church and St Vincent’s 
Church, Ballyferriter - Gael-
tacht Parish - in Tralee over 
the weekend to venerate the 
relics of the first Millennial 
Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-
2006) which are visiting from 
Assisi in Italy in the compan-
ion of Monsignor Figueiredo 

from Assisi. 
Despite the weather con-

ditions, thousands travelled 
to Kerry to catch a glimpse 
of the relics and familiarise 
themselves with the inspiring 
legacy of the ‘Millennial Saint’ 
who, amid toil and strife after 
a terminal cancer diagnosis, 
never wavered in his faith 
and in particular his devotion 
to the Eucharist. 

The event had a certain 
degree of significance as it 
was held three days after 
Pope Francis announced that 
Blessed Carlo would be can-
onised during the Jubilee of 
Youth on April 27 next year 
and was arguably one of the 
first occasions marking the 
life of Blessed Carlo since the 
major announcement. 

The relics continued on 
their journey, stopping in 
Newcastle West and St John’s 
Cathedral in Limerick last 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Monsignor Anthony Figueiredo from Assisi with the relics of Blessed Carlo Acutis with students from Mercy Mounthawk, 
L/R Sean Cantwell, Naoise O’Carroll, Msgr. Anthony Figuerido, Katie Teahan and Owon Murphy. Photo: John Cleary.

Fr Philip Mulryne OP blesses with a relic of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis in Tralee. Photo: Caoimhin Lacken

Fr John Harris OP blesses with a relic of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis in Tralee. Photo: Caoimhin Lacken

Matthew Abou-Khalil, Ballyheigue and on right Kieran 
Roberts, Ballyfi nnane, pictured with the image of Blessed 
Carlo Acutis, at Holy Cross Dominican Church Tralee. 
Photo: John Cleary.

Arriving for high Mass for the Relics of Blessed Carlo Acutis 
at Holy Cross Dominican Church Tralee on Saturday, L/R 
Jason Ó Murché, Tralee, Ellen and Martina O’Driscoll, 
Tralee. Photo: John Cleary.

Faithful at the Holy Cross Dominican Church during the visit 
of Carlo Acutis relics. Photo: Caoimhin Lacken.



was €65 

*Valid for new subscribers only, until December 31st

This Christmas, 
Gift the gift of
Hope for 2025
For over 130 years, The Irish Catholic has been highlighting 
parish communities and defending the Faith in Ireland.

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones and 
give them the tools they need to strengthen their faith and 
defend their beliefs in today’s society.

Hope for 2025
For over 130 years, 
parish communities and defending the Faith in Irelaparish communities and defending the Faith in Irela

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones 
give them the tools they need to strengthen their fagive them the tools they need to strengthen their fa

Gift the gift of
Hope for 2025

This Christmas, 

Hope for 2025

This Christmas, 
Gift the gift of
Hope for 2025

 has been highli
parish communities and defending the Faith in Ireland

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones and 
give them the tools they need to strengthen their faith and 
Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones 
give them the tools they need to strengthen their fa

This Christmas, 
Gift the gift of
This Christmas, 
Gift the gift of
Hope for 2025Hope for 2025

 has been highlig ting 
parish communities and defending the Faith in Irela

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones 

This Christmas, 

Hope for 2025
For over 130 years, The Irish Catholic

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones 
give them the tools they need to strengthen their fa
defend their beliefs in today’s society.

Gift the gift of

parish communities and defending the Faith in Irela

Share this award-winning paper with your loved ones 

The Irish Catholic
parish communities and defending the Faith in Irela

This Christmas, 
Gift the gift ofGift the gift of

give them the tools they need to strengthen their fa
defend their beliefs in today’s society.

To subscribe to The Irish Catholic, or to gift a subscription, please fill in the form below and post it to us:

You can also send us a cheque/postal order to The Irish Catholic: 
Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18, D18 K277

For more information, please visit 
www.irishcatholic.com/shop 

or call on 01 687 4095

Name: Surname: 

Subscription type:   Personal   Gift Credit Card payment details

Name on the card: 

Credit card number: _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ 

Expiration date: _ _ / _ _ /_ _   CVV: _ _ _                             

Email: 

Eircode: Phone: Address: 

Digital Subscription
 3 Months for €9.99
 1 Year for €49.99  

Print Subscription
 3 Months for €55
 1 Year for €199  

Knowledge is power.
Empower them today.

3 MONTH
SPECIAL

Offer

€60

was €65 

Empower them today.Empower them today.Empower them today.Empower them today.Empower them today.

H
L

r €55

€20



10 | Comment || The Irish Catholic, November 28, 2024

The Mother of Christ gets a new movie

Martina Purdy

Hollywood can’t 
resist a good love 
story, but how do 
you make a movie 

about divine love and the 
most famous woman in the 
world?

With great difficulty.
Netflix has just spent 

US$70 million, making a film, 
simply entitled Mary.

The film recounts the 
events around the birth of 
Jesus, through the eyes of 
Mary, his mother. Hollywood 
movies tend to exaggerate the 
subject though in this case 
there is no need, as the truth 
of her story is truly out of this 
world.

The epic is about to be 
released on December 6 and 
the trailer is slick, compelling 
and skillfully shot. Even those 
who are not religious would 
find it compelling, though the 
only big name star is Oscar 
winning actor, Anthony Hop-
kins, who plays Herod. 

The trailer for Mary is 
certainly full of beauty and 
goodness - but what about 
the truth?

“This film shines a light on 
Mary’s journey,” says direc-
tor Daniel J Caruso, “blending 
sacred scripture to create a 
story that feels both sacred 
and modern.”

The filmmakers, who con-
sulted with an array of theo-
logians and scholars, claim 
biblical authenticity.

Caruso has described how 
the film reintroduces Mary 
and Joseph as ‘young, relat-
able figures’. “They’re cool yet 
grounded in their humanity 
and faith.”

The director, Caruso, is a 
Catholic father of five but the 
film is not exclusively a Cath-
olic production. Pastor Joel 
Osteen, an evangelical Bap-
tist from Texas is an Executive 
producer.

Corrections
And, already, there are a few 
murmurings from some lay 
Catholics on social media, 
anxious about errors, most 
seriously around the denial 
of Mary’s perpetual virginity.

So far as I write, the only 
reference to blasphemy in 
the press, relates to a minor 
controversy that Mary is 
portrayed by an Israeli Jew, 
actress Noa Cohen, rather 
than a Palestinian.

The producer Mary Aloe, 
also a person of faith, calls the 
film a “labour of love”.

 “This story is needed now 
more than ever in our world. 
This is a story of faith, hope, 

An image of the Immaculate Conception depicting a crowned Mary is seen in the Chapel of the Choir in St Peter›s Basilica at the Vatican May 30, 2023. 
Photo: CNS photo/Lola Gomez.

and pure love.”
I do hope this is an authen-

tic faith film, but whatever 
its contents, we can perhaps 
view it as an opportunity to 
focus attention on faith and 
correct errors through healthy 
debate. St Paul assures us 
after all that the Lord turns all 
things to good for those who 
love him.

Mary is the most honoured 
woman in the world and per-
haps the least understood 
also.

❛❛Mary’s heart 
was breaking 
as she shared 
in her son’s 
humiliating and 
torturous death 
on a cross”

Yet this woman of the 
word, this new Eve, draws us 
ever closer to Christ if we let 
her.

Her mission as the vir-
gin mother of God, and the 

spouse of the Holy Spirit is to 
be our mother.

As the first disciple, Mary 
- whose name means bitter - 
had to endure much suffering.

Indeed, the sweetest 
moments of her life were tem-
pered with bitterness: giving 
birth in poverty in a stable, 
having to flee persecution, 
encountering dire prophecies 
of a sword through her heart 
as she carried her child joy-
fully into the Temple at Jeru-
salem.

Even as her soul rejoiced in 
the Lord, her saviour, Mary’s 
heart was breaking as she 
shared in her son’s humiliat-
ing and torturous death on a 
cross.

Mother
The trailer for the film, Mary
speaks of her courage and 
her witness, a young girl who 
heard the words of an angel: 
for God all things are possible.

The film is to be released 
two days before the great 
solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception - which even 
Catholics mistake for a refer-
ence to Christ’s birth, rather 
than Mary’s. 

As Catholics we believe 
that Mary was formed with-
out sin so that she was a wor-
thy vessel to carry the Divine 
son of God, who had saved 
her before she was born.

I recall one theologian who 
was plagued by questions 
about this by a Protestant, 
demanding biblical proof. 
Exasperated with endless 
debates, he finally shot back: 
“Look if you could create your 
own mother wouldn’t you 
make her without sin?”

❛❛Mary was a 
longed for child, 
and that her 
parents Joaquim 
and Anne, 
consecrated her 
to God before 
she was born”

The American theologian 
Scott Hahn, is an interest-
ing convert. He was raised a 
Lutheran who hated the Cath-
olic Church, and even broke 

his Catholic grandmother’s 
rosary beads after she died. 
But after he became a Catho-
lic, he turned to the subject 
of Mary and wrote, Hail, Holy 
Queen.

This new film Mary seems 
to hold to the tradition that 
Mary was a longed for child, 
and that her parents Joaquim 
and Anne, consecrated her to 
God before she was born.

If this film leads to soul 
searching among believers 
and non-believers, that is to 
be welcome.

I had a few discussions 
when I entered the convent in 
Belfast where I was often vis-
ited by evangelical Christians 
who wanted to ‘save me’. 

Debate
One particularly affable gen-

tleman, George, was delighted 
to be invited into the parlour.

Almost immediately he 
started in on Mary. “Now 
George, please don’t come 
into the Lord’s house insult-
ing his mother. How would 
you like it if I insulted your 
mother…?”

I got the usual false views 
about Catholics and Mary.

“Catholics worship Mary,” 
said George. “No, we worship 
God, but we honour Mary.”

“Mary is dead,” said 
George. “No,” I insisted. “We 
worship a God of the living 

and she is very much alive, 
just as Moses and Elijah were 
at the Transfiguration of 
Christ.”

“Mary,” George shot back, 
“was not a perpetual virgin. 
Mark’s gospel refers to the 
brothers of Jesus.”

“No,” I replied, “this is not 
to be taken as brothers as in 
this culture, cousins could be 
referred to as brothers.”

And so it went on. 

❛❛There is 
one beautiful 
line in this fi lm, 
delivered by 
Mary, that really 
stands out”

Frankly, anyone - particu-
larly any woman - who really 
ponders Mary’s life and her 
destiny as the virgin mother 
of Jesus, could only come 
to one conclusion: having 
experienced God’s amazing 
love, Mary remained a virgin 
because she belonged entirely 
to God alone.

There is one beautiful 
line in this film, delivered by 
Mary, that really stands out. 
It is message we desperately 
need to hear today: “Love will 
save the world”. 

❛❛The sweetest moments of her life 
were tempered with bitterness: giving 
birth in poverty in a stable, having to 
fl ee persecution, encountering dire 
prophecies of a sword through her heart 
as she carried her child joyfully into the 
Temple at Jerusalem”

❛❛As Catholics we believe 
that Mary was formed 
without sin so that she was 
a worthy vessel to carry the 
Divine son of God”



| News ||11The Irish Catholic, November 28, 2024

               
  EARLY BOOKING

€100 OFF

                
info@joewalshtours.ie | 01 241 0800 | 89 Harcourt St, D02 WY88

Tours are operated by Petriva Limited t/a Joe Walsh Tours 
are licensed by the Irish Aviation Authority TA 0804 T0 273

TO BOOK VISIT JOEWALSHTOURS.IE

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA | FROM DUBLIN
FEAST OF OUR LADY | 9 MAY 2025 | 7 NIGHTS | €899pps

29 MAY 2025| 7 NIGHTS |€899pps

17 JULY 2025| 7 NIGHTS | €899pps

REGULAR DEPARTURES FROM MARCH TO OCTOBER 2025

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE | FROM DUBLIN & CORK
7 MAY 2025 | 7 NIGHTS | €899pps

11 JUNE 2025 | 7 NIGHTS | €899pps

2 JULY 2025 | 7 NIGHTS | €879pps

REGULAR DEPARTURES FROM MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2025

*€100 OFF ON SELECTED PILGRIMAGES - LIMITED TIME ONLYPAY BY: CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER
For €                         payable to: Missio Ireland

PAY BY: CREDIT CARD
Card number:
Expiration date:                      CVV number:
Signature  

Supporting Mission Worldwide
By choosing to make a gift to Missio Ireland, you 
will help local missionaries overseas, train future 
priests and sisters and give hope to the world’s 

poorest children.

Missio Ireland is the Holy Father’s official 
charity for overseas missions.

To find out more about our work or to make 
a donation, call 01 4972035 or visit missio.ie

64 Lower Rathmines Road Dublin D06N2H1
CRA no. 20205153 | CHY 22544

National Director Fr Michael Kelly SPS

Donation payment options

New initiative supports lay 
Catholics in faith and career
Brian McShane

In many traditionally 
Catholic countries, the 
faith that once united 
and inspired genera-

tions is facing a modern-day 
challenge: disconnection. 
This isn’t solely due to soci-
etal secularisation but also 
because Catholics often fail 
to actively support and grow 
bonds with one another in 
the practical aspects of life. 
While the Church has long 
been a spiritual refuge, lay 
Catholics often struggle to 
integrate their faith into their 
professional lives.

And in tandem with this 
issue is the work done by those 
of other worldviews which has 
overshadowed Catholic values 
in secular society significantly. 
Other interest groups and 
subcultures have been very 
successful in networking their 
way into positions of influ-
ence. As a result, Catholics 
have become somewhat dis-
enfranchised in terms of the 
important societal conversa-
tions that shape the countries 
we live in. 

Saints and Catholic lead-
ers, from St John Paul II to St 
Thomas More, have consist-
ently emphasised the vital role 
of lay Catholics in shaping the 
Church and the wider world. 
St John Paul II championed the 
laity as co-responsible for the 
Church’s mission, urging them 
to engage with the challenges 
of modern society. Yet, many 
Catholics remain isolated in 
workplaces that are often indif-
ferent to faith. The need for 
Catholics to ‘have each other’s 
backs’ in these environments 
has never been greater.

Need
The Catholic Career Sum-
mit, held last October in 
Dublin, was a step toward 
addressing this need. The 
event aimed to equip Cath-
olics with the tools and 
networks necessary to live 
out their faith in the work-
place while progressing in 
their careers. It brought 

together a diverse group of 
speakers, including Sena-
tor Rónán Mullen shared 
insights on being a Catho-
lic in the public sphere, 
while Neil and Maria Steen 
addressed the role of faith 
in family dynamics and Fr 
Alan O’Sullivan OP inspired 
attendees with a ref lec-
tion on the Catholic view of 
human rights.

❛❛This initiative 
aims to connect 
Catholics with 
experienced 
professionals 
who can provide 
guidance, job 
opportunities, 
and moral 
support in 
navigating their 
careers”

Attendees left the Sum-
mit feeling invigorated and 
equipped with new strate-
gies for living their faith 
at work. Many commented 
on the event’s practical 
benefits, from networking 
opportunities to actionable 
career advice. 

One of the key upcoming 
projects is the creation of a 
mentorship and career net-
work. This initiative aims 
to connect Catholics with 
experienced profession-
als who can provide guid-
ance, job opportunities, and 
moral support in navigating 
their careers.

Additionally, the team is 
developing a podcast series 
and workshops and part-
nerships with universities 
and colleges are also on the 
horizon, designed to help 
young Catholics integrate 
their faith into their stud-
ies and future careers. The 
Summit will soon host a 
debate on the critical issues 
facing lay Catholics today. 

We are in the process of 
announcing similar events 
in the UK, Europe, and the 
US in 2025.

In an era when many Catho-
lics feel isolated in their profes-
sional lives, initiatives like this 
might just remind some people 
out there that we are not alone, 
and that we can shape society.

CCS is seeking Catholics 
to get involved in our pro-
ject and take a leadership 
role in some of our activi-
ties. If you would like to 
share insight in your career, 
network with other Catho-
lics, help mentor more jun-
ior members of the faith and 
more please send us a mail 
at catholiccareersummit@
gmail .com. Suggest ions 
also welcome, or even just 
reach out for a chat! To stay 
connected and informed 
about upcoming events and 
resources. Instagram at @
CatholicCareerSummit. Employment Law expert Dominic Wilkinson talking at Catholic Career Summit, October 

2024, Dublin.

i
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Time to say something in 
support of boys and men

David Quinn

Boys are more bois-
terous than girls. 
Are we still allowed 
to say that, or has 

it fallen into the category 
of forbidden thoughts and 
utterances?

A new study is being 
undertaken in the French city 
of Strasbourg which believes 
that yes, boys are more bois-
terous, and this is a bad thing, 
and boys must be curbed.

The study, authorised by a 
local council, will see track-
ing devices attached to boys 
and girls at playtime to see 
who dominates playgrounds.

A report in the London 
Times says: “Proponents of 
the scheme say it will pro-
vide data on pupils’ move-
ments that will enable 
officials to make playtime 
more inclusive, in the hope 
that boys will grow up to 
become more tolerant and 
respectful adults.”

We can assume the study 
will find that boys run around 
a lot more than girls and 
therefore boys must be taught 
to play in more confined areas 
and be aware of how their 
play might affect girls.

The London Times report 
adds: “Critics, however, 
denounced it as left-wing 
social engineering that bor-
ders on totalitarianism — and 
bemoaned the use of taxpay-
ers’ money on acquiring the 
125 digital [tracking] devices.”

Dominated
The council behind the plan 
is dominated by the Greens. 
Children can refuse to have 
the devices attached to them 
(will they really know what 
they are for?), but parents 
will not be told what is hap-
pening at all. That should set 
off an immediate, and very 
loud alarm.

What we can see is that 

the natural energy and bois-
terousness of boys is seen as 
problematic. Most parents of 
young children will tell you 
that boys are more energetic 
than girls and are happy to 
see their boys run around so 
that they burn off some of it 
and become more manage-
able.

❛❛ ‘Boys’ play is 
characterised by 
higher levels of 
competition and 
aggression, while 
girls play is seen 
to foster creativity 
and nurturance’”

An article by Dr Cathrine 
Neilsen-Hewett for the web-
site Huggies, which is aimed 
at parents of young children, 
says: “Gender researchers 
suggest that boys and girls do 
in fact play quite differently 
and show clear preferences 
for different toys from an 

early age.”
She goes on: “Boys are 

seen to be more active in their 
play while girls’ play is more 
sedentary and focused on 
verbal interaction”, and that, 
“boys’ play is characterised by 
higher levels of competition 
and aggression, while girls 
play is seen to foster creativ-
ity and nurturance. Boys show 
preference for outdoor play 
activities, and enjoy playing 
with large toy vehicles, con-
struction sets and climbing 
equipment; girls prefer puz-
zles, art materials or playing 
with dolls.”

None of this should be sur-
prising. But clearly the coun-
cil in Strasbourg believes this 
is all a bad thing and must be 
changed.

Traditionalist
Last week, Women’s Aid, 
a charity which does the 
extremely important work of 
helping victims of domestic 
abuse, published the results 
of a new survey which pur-
ports to show that a lot of 
men hold worryingly ‘tradi-

tionalist’ views.
Respondents were pre-

sented with a series of state-
ments and asked whether 
they agreed or disagreed with 
them.

❛❛ ‘Men should 
use violence to 
get respect if 
necessary’. Just 
under 20% of men 
agreed with this, 
and 12% of women”

One statement read: 
“Men should be the ones to 
bring money home to pro-
vide for their families, not 
women.” 39% of men agreed 
with that, and interestingly 
so did 28% of women.

Another statement said: 
“Guys should act strong even 
if they feel scared or nervous 
inside.” Nearly half of men 
agreed with that, and a quar-
ter of women.

A further statement read: 
“Men should use violence to 
get respect if necessary”. Just 
under 20% of men agreed 
with this, and 12% of women.

Agreeing with that last 
one is very worrying. Agree-
ing with the other two merely 
makes you old-fashioned.

But on the question about 
who should earn the most 
money, perhaps action speaks 
louder than words. In theory, 
most people have no problem 

with a woman earning more 
than a man, but in practice, 
women rarely marry men 
who earn less than them, and 
one reason a growing number 
of women don’t marry at all, 
is difficulty in finding a man 
who will earn the same or 
more than they do. We might 
say this is because both men 
and women suffer from the 
societal expectation that a 
man should earn the same as, 
or more than, his wife, but the 
fact remains that women still 
rarely marry ‘down’.

Man Box
The researchers behind the 
survey discuss something 
called the ‘Man Box’. The 
‘Man Box’ consists of “rigid 
masculine ideals”, such as 
“toughness, self-reliance, 
and dominance” which the 
researchers say, “are fre-
quently reinforced by social 
expectations”.

The argument is that 
“rigid masculine ideals” can 
lead to bad outcomes such as 
a reluctance by men to seek 
help for health problems, or 
at the extremes, to domestic 
violence.

This is all linked to the 
concept of “toxic masculin-
ity”, which we have heard so 
much about in recent years, 
and obviously there are 
“toxic” men.

But is it fair to see tradi-
tional masculine behaviour 
as a problem in itself and 
therefore to be weeded out, 

starting with how boys play in 
playgrounds? I don’t think so.

❛❛There are 
plenty of women 
with lots of 
energy, drive and 
competitiveness, but 
why are these things 
only considered 
suspicious when 
found in men?”

For example, is there any-
thing wrong with self-reliance 
per se, that is, withstanding on 
your own two feet and doing 
your best to get by without 
help? Yes, we all need help 
sometimes, but there is noth-
ing wrong in itself with being 
as self-reliant as possible.

Obviously, women can be 
self-reliant, but the point is 
that no-one believes there is 
anything amiss about that. In 
fact, women today are always 
being told to be independent, 
that is, self-reliant, so why is 
that only suspicious when it 
comes to men?

And what is wrong per se 
with male energy, physical 
strength, drive and competi-
tiveness? These things are 
only bad if put to bad uses, but 
they can also be the things that 
help to keep the world turn-
ing. Again, there are plenty of 
women with lots of energy, 
drive and competitiveness, 
but why are these things only 
considered suspicious when 
found in men?

Men are definitely more 
likely to engage in physically 
risky behaviour than women, 
and we see this in how small 
boys play as well. Why should 
this be discouraged? Obvi-
ously, there is such a thing as 
overly risky behaviour, but if 
everyone played it safe, and 
never took a risk, then where 
would we be?

The fact is that men are far 
more likely than women to 
do physically risky jobs like 
oil-rigging, construction work, 
firefighting, commercial fishing, 
mining and so on. Men are also 
more likely to do literally dirty 
work, like garbage collection.

Someone has to do these 
things, and if men are more 
drawn to risky or dirty jobs 
that is hardly a bad thing, is it?

Therefore, traditionally 
male behaviour is often to be 
applauded, not derided. This 
is not said often enough. Men 
should not be under a pall of 
suspicion simply for being 
men, and nor should boys for 
being boys and for doing typi-
cally boyish things.

❛❛Traditionally male 
behaviour is often to be 
applauded, not derided. This 
is not said often enough”
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Medjugorje
“Come with us and experience Medjugorje’s abundant spiritual fruits”

as approved by Pope Francis

Marian Pilgrimages is a fully licensed and 
bonded tour operator TO142 - ATOL 10206

Group: Irish Catholic GQ-1061-1renew our spirit of love, forgiveness and peace

Led by Spiritual Director MICHAEL KELLY
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED IRELAND

Limited spaces available
To reserve your place:
Call Dublin (01) 878 8159 or Belfast 
(028) 95680005 or email info@marian.ie

Travel Dublin to Mostar (20 min from Medjugorje)
Duration 7 nights

INCLUDES
▪ Direct flight from Dublin to Mostar, including airport taxis
▪ 20 kg check-in luggage plus one carry-on per person
▪ Return transfers to Medjugorje accompanied by a guide
▪ 7-nights accommodation in 4-star Hotel Quercus (close to 

St. James' Church)
▪ Daily breakfast and evening meal
▪ Free W-iFi in all guest rooms
▪ Full religious programme operated by Marian Pilgrimages 

as per itinerary
▪ Sightseeing and admission fees as per itinerary
▪ Daily mass and spiritual activities (in English at 10:00am 

and Croatian at 6:00pm)
▪ Full assistance of Marian Pilgrimages guides and 

representatives for the duration of the pilgrimage

NOT INCLUDED
▪ Travel Insurance 
▪ Lunches
▪ Optional Excursions

Our Lady's 
Mission is 

one of Peace 
& Love

Early Booking Offer *€50 off all bookings 
received before 31st January, 2025 

(Only deposit required)

HALF PAGE
€450 + VAT

FULL PAGE
€900 + VAT

Winter Legacy
�e Irish Catholic’s �rst-time Winter Legacy 
Edition will set out the importance of making a 
Will and the signi�cant di�erence that can be 
made through making a legacy donation. �e Irish 
Catholic provides a direct channel to 90,000 
readers who are ideally placed to consider 
planned contributions through bequests. �e Irish 
Catholic’s legacy editions provide a respected 
platform through which your organisation can 
highlight the good work that can be carried out as 
a result of receiving a legacy donation.

If you would like to feature in this special edition 
and let our readers know how a legacy bequest 
could help bene�t your organisation, please 
contact Hannah by phone or email.

Winter Legacy

December
19, 2024

ADVERTISING@IRISHCATHOLIC.IE  |  01 687 4027

End of an era for Ireland’s Cistercians
The Irish Catholic, November 28, 2024

John G. O’Dwyer

M a g n e t i c a l l y 
a t t r a c t i v e , 
a b b e y s  a r e 
islands of seren-

ity in a chaotic world. And 
so it is that for almost two 
centuries, the dreamy spires 
of Mount Melleray Abbey, 
County Waterford, have 
acted as a beacon for trav-
ellers crossing the famous 
Vee Gap of the Knock-
mea ldow n Mou nt a i n s .
Yet, it was by chance that 
this renowned abbey came 
about. An anti-clerical gov-
ernment decreed in 1830 
that all foreign religious 
be exiled from France. 
Irish and English Cistercian 
monks at Melleray Abbey 
in Brittany then headed for 
Ireland, attracted by the 
religious toleration follow-
ing Catholic Emancipation.

Traditionally, Cistercians 
earned their income from 
agriculture and did not 
minister outside their com-
munity, so farmland was 

urgently required. Patrons 
happy to endow tracks of 
land were, however, thin 
on the ground, since most 
of Ireland was then owned 
by Protestant landlords.
Eventually, the monks came 
upon 600 acres at Scrahan, 
Co. Waterford that formed 
part of a mountainside 

and was covered with 
heather, furze and rushes. 
The landowner, Sir Richard 
Keane was well-disposed, 
believing the industrious 
Cistercians would attract 
business, so a price was 
agreed.Thousands of men 
from West Waterford then 
arrived to donate their 

labour and the unforgiving 
mountainside soon became 
productive.

Frenetic
Work went ahead at a frenetic 
pace; 1838 saw the dedication 
of the monastic church, the 
first in Ireland since the Ref-
ormation. Soon afterwards, 
the Abbey proved its worth by 
feeding the starving during the 
Famine, with no hungry per-
son ever turned away. A golden 
era followed as Melleray grew 
with the rising tide of Catholi-
cism in 19th-century Ireland. 

At its peak, there were almost 
200 monks and lay brothers 
along with a boarding school, 
seminary and prosperous 
farm. One of the lesser-known 
roles of the monastic commu-
nity was, however, providing 
comfort to many troubled 
souls coming to seek conso-
lation when counselling and 
therapy were still unknown.
Towards the end of the 20th 
century, the Abbey hit head-
winds. Declining numbers of 
students led to the closure of 
the boarding school, while an 
increasingly secular society 
meant vocations to monastic 
life fell sharply.

A community of strict 
observance coming together 
to pray seven times a day, 
including at 4 am, was 
increasingly regarded as an 
anachronistic way of living.
Such rituals were seen as past 
their sell-by date with no 
place in the modern world.
This is in one sense true but in 
another, Cistercian life still has 
lessons for all. Melleray has 
shown us that another way 
of living is possible: neither 
materialistic nor self-serving. 
Cistercianism postulates that 
true fulfilment comes not 
from wealth and status, but 
with spiritual mindfulness 
and the act of serving.The real-

ity is, of course, that few could 
measure up to the exacting 
standards of obedience, pov-
erty and hard work required 
of Cistercians and so vocations 
have fallen.Their ideas are, 
nevertheless, important for 
they force us to question the 
values we take for granted in 
the 21st century: the primacy 
of the individual, the unend-
ing quest for gratification and 
the frenzy towards conspicu-
ous consumption.

Vacate
Now the sad news has come 
that the monks of Melleray – 
along with those of Mellifont 
Abbey – will vacate on January 
26 with the community mem-
bers transferring to Mount St 
Joseph’s Abbey, Roscrea. This 
means that for the present, at 
least, the Cistercians will stay 
in Ireland and we should wel-
come this.Even for those who 
are not particularly devout, 
monastic life provides a valu-
able touchstone to a simpler 
way of living against which we 
sometimes need to measure 
ourselves if we wish to stay 
fully grounded.

John G O’Dwyer’s latest 
book titled,Great Irish Pilgrim 
Journeys is out from Currach 
Books next February. 

❛❛Even for those who are not particularly 
devout, monastic life provides a valuable 
touchstone to a simpler way of living”

i

Mount Melleray Abbey
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Out&About
A discerning weekend in the seminary

INSHORT
Vocations weekend takes place in 
Maynooth 
A Vocations Discernment weekend took place in St Patrick’s 
National Seminary Maynooth between November 15 to 17. 
The event arranged by the National Vocations Office of the 
Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference in collaborations with the 
Seminary formation staff was called ‘Come and See – Voca-
tions Weekend’.

The weekend gathered existing seminarians, seminary 
formation staff, Vocations Council and 16 men from various 
dioceses across the country who are discerning a vocation to 
the Diocesan Priesthood. 

The purpose of the weekend was to provide those men an 
opportunity to experience seminary life, meet seminarians 
and formations staff and engage in liturgical and prayer life 
in the seminary.

Naval Chaplain dies in Cork
The Irish Naval Service Chaplain, Fr Desmond (Des) Campion 
has died on November 16 at The Bon Secours Hospital Cork. 
Fr Campion provided spiritual support to the Naval Base at 

Haulbowline since 1988.
“Fr Des was a guiding light and source of comfort to all 

who served. His unwavering faith, compassion, support and 
belief in us enriched our lives and strengthened our families 
and our community. He will be deeply missed by the previ-
ous and current generation of the Naval family”, the Irish 
Naval Service said in a statement. 

Bishop of Cork and Ross Fintan Gavin extended his sympa-
thy and prayerful support to Fr Campion’s family, Naval col-
leagues and friends. 

Fr Campion was born in Drimnagh, Dublin and ordained 
in 1973. After ordination, he served in a number of roles in 
Dublin and Limerick. In 1985 he was appointed as Chaplain 
to Sarsfield Army Barracks in Henry Street, Limerick and in 
1988 to the Naval Service, where he served until his death. 

Woman who provided life-saving 
care in terrorist attack receives 
Cross of Merit
Recently, a member of the Order of Malta Ambulance 
Corps was presented with the Cross of Merit pro merito 

melitensi. Joanne Saunsbury was awarded in recognition 
of her courage and skill in the face of the 2017 terrorist 
attack on Westminster Bridge, London, where she pro-
vided life-saving care to an injured member of the public.

The award ceremony was led by Archbishop of Armagh 
Eamon Martin at the Order’s Annual Requiem Mass. The 
Cross of Merit pro merito melitensi is an award approved 
by the Grand Master and the Sovereign Council of the Sov-
ereign Military Order of Malta, based in Rome.

Ms Saunsbury received her first aid and basic life sup-
port training with the Order of Malta Ireland Wexford 
Unit of the Ambulance Corps.

In 2017, Ms Saunsbury was working a tour bus across 
Westminster Bridge when the attack that killed five peo-
ple began.

The Order said in an online statement that “Despite the 
attack on Parliament continuing at the end of the bridge 
and sounds of gunfire all around, Ms Saunsbury with no 
regard for her personal safety responded to the call for 
first aiders… Due to her quick thinking and bravery, she 
managed to resuscitate the casualty.”

“This incredible story of bravery in the face of dan-
ger shows that learning First Aid can be the difference 
between life and death”, the Order said. 

KILDARE: Fr Tomás Surlis, Fr Shane O’Neill and Fr Sean Corkery, seminary formation staff, Bishop Cullinan, Chair of the Vocations Council, Fr Willie Purcell, National Vocations 
Coordinator and Deacon Eric Cooney, Administrator of the National Vocations Office joined seminarians and discerning attendees to the ‘Come and See – Vocations Discernment’ 
weekend in the National Seminary in Maynooth on November 15-17. Photo: Fr Chris Hayden.

MEATH: On November 9, Bishop of Meath Tom Deenihan presented JP2 Awards to 
students from schools in Mullingar, Trim and Kells. In total 29 gold medals were awarded 
and 6 highest awards to the youth of the diocese for their involvement in their parishes 
and communities. The picture shows Bishop Deenihan with students and Br John Murphy, 
Supreme Knight of the Knights of St Columbanus.

DOWN: The St Joseph’s Choir from the Glenavy and Killead Parish enjoyed the Down and 
Connor folk group away day 2024 in Dromantine.
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ANTRIM
‘Caring to the End: Why Eutha-

nasia Is Not an Answer to 
Suffering’ seminar takes 
place in St Malachy’s 
Parish Hall, 24 Alfred St, 
Belfast on November 29 
at 7pm. Speakers are Dr 
Dominic Whitehouse, a pal-
liative care consultant and 
Jack Valero, communica-
tions expert and founder of 
Catholic Voices. More info 
contact 07481940689.

CLARE
West Clare FRC is running a 

Knitting and Crochet Group 
at 11.30am every Monday 
in Kilrush Community Cen-
tre. All experience levels 
are welcome.

CORK
The Irish Dominicans Friars’ 

Vocations Weekend 
takes place on December 
13-15. For more informa-
tion contact Fr Benedict 
McGlinchey OP at 087 
185 2759 or benedict.
mcglinchey@dominicans.
ie.

DOWN
Induction of the new Parish 

Priest of the Magheralin 
Parish, Fr Maciej Zacharek, 
will happen on December 7 
in Ss Patrick’s and Ronan’s 
Church, Magheralin at 
6pm. The celebration will 
be presided over by Arch-
bishop Eamon Martin and 
it will be refreshments after 
Mass. All welcome. 

DUBLIN
Healing prayers and blessings 

for Advent happens every 
Monday night in Our Lady 
of Victories Church, Sal-
lynoggin at 8pm starting on 
December 2. All welcome 
for a moment of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
and individual blessings for 
healing. 

GALWAY
‘Awake Galway’ Catholic 

Charismatic Conference 
takes place on November 
29-30 at Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church. On Friday 
from 4pm to 8pm and on 
Saturday from 10am to 
5pm. Event led by Bro. 
Sebatin Sales, AFCM UK 
and Terry Quinn. Come 
for rosary, praise, worship, 
healing and more. More 
into contact Tom on 087 
620 9090.

KILKENNY 
Involvement Centre Kilkenny 

hosts an art workshop for 
peer support for mental 
health and addiction chal-

lenges on Tuesdays from 
12 noon to 1pm on Colliers 
Lane, R95XHR0. The 
workshop is led by Cathy 
Dineen. For more info 
contact 086 174 6330.

LOUTH
The Holy Family Charismatic 

prayer group will host an 
afternoon of renewal on 
November 30 in the Holy 
Family Church, Drogheda 
from 1.45pm to 6pm. The 
guest speaker will be Fr 
Luke Ohememni. All wel-
come for testimony, praise, 
worship and Mass.

MAYO
‘Whisper of God’ two-day 

silent retreat will take place 
at the new youth village at 
Knock Shrine on December 
14-15. This prayerful expe-
rience will include guided 
prayer, spiritual direction 
and personal quiet time.

TIPPERARY
Birdhill Folk Group free 

concert takes place on 
Thursday, December 12 
at Birdhill Church at 8pm. 
There is a collection on 
the night for Newport Day 
Centre. 

WEXFORD
Candlelight procession 

through Wexford in honour 
of Our Lady’s Immaculate 
Conception on Monday, 
December 9. The proces-
sion starts at 6.30pm at 
Rowe Street following the 
5.45pm Mass.

WICKLOW
Rathdrum Cancer Support 

Group are holding a ‘Men’s 
Open Evening’ on Decem-
ber 3 at ‘The Old Library’ 
11 Gilbert’s Row, Rathdrum 
from 7.30pm to 9pm. Come 
to find out more about the 
group’s services and have 
some refreshments. More 
info contact Imelda 087 759 
5956.

WATERFORD
A Healing service and Ben-

ediction will take place in 
the Holy Family Church, 
Luke Wadding Street on 
November 30 at 11am.  All 
are welcome to attend for 
present and past healing of 
individual, family and com-
munity needs.

Eucharistic adoration con-
tinues in the Holy Family 
Church each Monday after 
11am Mass until 4pm.  An 
invitation to respond to the 
invitation of the Lord Jesus 
to come and spend some 
quiet time with him.

CAVAN: Three generations of the Rooney family, Olive, 
Pete and Georgina, unveiled a plaque in honour of Fr Peter 
O’Reilly, who helped erect the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Kingscourt, to mark Fr O’Reilly’s anniversary of 
death and resting place.

CORK: 5th Year Student at Coláiste Chríost Rí, Prayag 
Ratheeshbabu won gold in the Irish Olympiad of 
Experimental Science (IREOES) 2024-2025 hosted in DCU 
on November 9. (L/R) Prayag Ratheeshbabu and Pádraig 
Mac An Rí, Principal. Photo: Coláiste Chríost Rí. 

DUBLIN: Fr Tom O’Keeffe during his 90th birthday celebration. St Brigid’s Parish, Cabinteely celebrated Mass on 
Saturday, November 9 to commemorate his birthday. Photo: John Hickey.

WEXFORD: Fr Robert Cojoc celebrated his birthday in the 
Franciscan Friary Wexford with his parents Anton, Eugenia 
and sister Mariana.

DUBLIN: Archbishop of Armagh Eamon Martin presented 
Joanne Saunsbury with the Cross of Merit pro merito 
melitensi, recognising her courage and skill in the face 
of the 2017 terrorist attack on London Bridge, where she 
provided a member of the public with life-saving care. Ms 
Saunsbury was previously trained in first aid by the Wexford 
Unit of Order of Malta Ireland and was awarded at the 
Order’s Annual Requiem Mass. Photo: Maxwells Dublin.
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Church-State dialogue is not functioning: 
‘impoverishing’ Ireland’s voices of Faith 

The Government 
had an almost 
belligerent 
attitude to faith 
during Covid, 
Chai Brady hears

It has been six years since 
the former Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar spoke about a 
new “covenant” between 

Church and State during Pope 
Francis’ visit to Ireland for the 
World Meeting of Families in 
2018.

Almost a year later, not 
much had happened to fur-
ther Church-State dialogue, 
prompting the then Archbishop 
of Dublin Diarmuid Martin to 
say in a March 2019 speech: “So 
far no progress has been made 
by the Government in devel-
oping the Taoiseach’s idea of a 
covenant.”

Two months later in May, 
after been asked about Church-
State dialogue in the Dáil, Mr 
Varadkar reiterated his mes-
sage saying that “it is now time 
for us to build a new relation-
ship between Church and State 
in Ireland” and that he was 
open to suggestions as to how 
it might work. In a more con-
crete gesture, he announced a 
plenary meeting for July. 

It took place in Dublin 
Castle and included 28 repre-
sentatives of Churches, faith 
communities and non-confes-
sional organisations. However, 
the closed talks were some-
what overshadowed by Mr Var-
adkar likening Micheál Martin 
to a “secretly sinning priest” in 
the Dáil just the week before. 
He subsequently apologised 
and withdrew the remarks.

Downfall
Then it all seemed to fall apart. 
A notable example of the State’s 
failure when it comes to rela-
tions with the Church was 
its reaction to the announce-
ment of UCD founder St John 
Henry Newman’s canonisation 
in October of the same year, 
which saw a notable lack of 
diplomatic reaction – with the 

Irish Government belatedly 
saying it was sending the then 
Minister for Education to Rome. 

Covid-19 hit Ireland the 
beginning of the following 
year, a period in which many 
felt acutely the lack of robust 
Church-State relations. 

Speaking to The Irish Cath-
olic, Primate of All Ireland 
Archbishop Eamon Martin 
highlighted the difference in 
approach to the Church by the 
Executive in the North of Ire-
land compared to the Govern-
ment in the south during the 
pandemic. 

❛❛ ‘At the very 
end of that I 
had to say very 
strong words to 
the Taoiseach 
and to the 
government that 
our religious 
freedom is 
important for 
us,’ he said”

Archbishop Martin said: 
“The Executive Office for the 
assembly at the time were 
keen to listen to the voice of 
the Churches and gave a lot 
of agency to the Churches 
themselves. They trusted the 
Churches. Whereas in the 
South, there was an almost bel-
ligerent attitude to faith and to 
the Churches and to practice of 
the faith: ‘We don’t trust, shut 
your doors.’

“At the very end of that I had 
to say very strong words to the 
Taoiseach and to the govern-
ment that our religious freedom 
is important for us,” he said. 
“We’re doing a reflection at the 
moment on the Covid experi-
ence and that is something 
perhaps we could look at: how 
did the Churches contribute to 
the discussion? Was the door 
closed? Were we simply sub-
servient to what the State told 
us? Or was there an attitude 
of trust? That’s certainly an 
open question,” the archbishop 
added.

Before the election the Irish 
bishops took the opportunity 
to highlight the weak channels 
of communication between 
the Church’s hierarchy and the 
Government, something that it 
has not publicly broached since 
before the pandemic.

On November 20 the 
bishops put out a statement 
entitled ‘To be a people of 
hope! Bishops’ statement for 
Election 2024 and questions 
for candidates’. As the state-
ment suggest, it hones in on a 
particular issue, and then offers 
a question to ask. It highlights 
challenges related to the cost of 
living, homelessness, housing, 
immigration, sanctity of life, 
climate change, Gaza, and also 
Church-State dialogue – while 
all are extremely important, the 
last is the odd one out. 

Function
The statement was quite dip-
lomatic, saying that dialogue is 
“not functioning”. 

The bishops said in “a frac-
turing society, real and mean-
ingful social dialogue is needed 
so that people actually feel 
their voice is being heard and 
that they have a contribution 
to make. Government must 
engage purposefully with all 
sectors of society, including 
the community and voluntary 
sector. 

“Churches and faith com-
munities have an important 
contribution to bring to this 
national and local conversation 
by helping – with others – build 
and sustain an Ireland that pro-
tects and values the potential of 
every person.”

The bishops continued: 
“The current structures for 
Church-State dialogue are not 
functioning for the greater 
good of society and are in need 
of review. Any such structures 
must be made work so that 
the voice of Churches and 

other faith communities can 
be heard and contribute to a 
national reawakening based 
on the reality of people’s lives, 
and not ideology or special 
interests. As a Church, we are 
open to engaging with Govern-
ment and with other Churches 
and faiths on this question.”
Following this they suggested 
several questions for the public 
to ask politicians on the issue, 
including if they would sup-
port ‘structured dialogue’ that 
“includes all voices and sec-
tors in Ireland’s diverse society 
including Churches and faith 
communities”. 

❛❛Archbishop 
Martin said 
that in recent 
times whenever 
leaders of 
the Church in 
Ireland make 
statements, they 
receive hostile 
responses on 
social media and 
in writing”

While not calling for it 
themselves in the statement, 
the bishops also asked peo-
ple to tackle politicians on the 
question: “Similar to Govern-
ments in other European coun-
tries and at EU level, should a 
specific Government minister 

with responsibility for dialogue 
with Churches and other faith 
communities be appointed as 
part of the next administra-
tion?”

Asked about the publicly 
renewed call for Church-State 
dialogue, Archbishop Martin 
said that in recent times when-
ever leaders of the Church in 
Ireland make statements, they 
receive hostile responses on 
social media and in writing. 
He said: “That is so contrary to 
the actual mood in politics and 
religion throughout the world 
where in many democratic 
countries the voice of people 
of faith, and indeed leaders of 
faith, is deemed to be a very 
significant and important voice 
in all policy making.

Voice
“And if you take, for example, 
Article 17 of the Lisbon treaty 
which is about the founda-
tion of the European Union, it 
makes it very clear that poli-
ticians and indeed the Euro-
pean Union should listen to 
the voice of faith, as in Church 
leaders, but also to the voice of 
philosophers and others who 
have something to contribute.”
Looking back on the Pope’s visit 
in 2018 and the former Taoise-
ach’s pledge on Church-State 
dialogue, the archbishop said: 
“I too, remarked at the time 
those words of former Taoise-
ach Leo Varadkar, whenever 
Pope Francis was in Dublin, 
where he spoke about the need 
to develop a new relationship, 
or a new covenant I think was 
the word that the former Taoi-
seach used, and at that stage 

I was quite excited by that 
and the idea that perhaps this 
would herald some opportu-
nity for dialogue, for discussion. 
And yet, I think the particular 
model that is used in Ireland for 
Church-State dialogue is tired, I 
think it’s unused. It is very sel-
dom being called. 

❛❛ I think 
it’s hugely 
impoverishes 
the Church if 
we are not able 
to engage in 
that dialogue, 
and equally I 
think it hugely 
impoverishes 
democracy if the 
voice of faith is 
not heard”

“I think during Covid we 
sought on behalf of the Catho-
lic Church a bilateral dialogue 
with the Taoiseach and it 
was difficult to get,” he said. 
“If you think where this whole 
idea of Church-State dia-
logue in the European Union 
emerged, I think it might have 
been Jacques Delors [eighth 
president of the European 
Commission] who spoke about 
the need for Europe to have 
a soul, and I think that is true 
also of Ireland, and it would be 
sad if Ireland loses its soul. And 
I’m not saying that the Catholic 
Church has a monopoly on the 
soul of Ireland, but I do feel that 
people of Faith are increasingly 
finding their voice again after 
a period of time where they 
felt beleaguered and in some 
ways shut out from the public 
domain and from public discus-
sion.

“I think it’s hugely impover-
ishes the Church if we are not 
able to engage in that dialogue, 
and equally I think it hugely 
impoverishes democracy if the 
voice of faith is not heard. So, 
you’ll see that when we made 
this statement for the election 
this time around, we added 
that paragraph at the end – that 
we are here to help, not neces-
sarily to threaten the state, but 
indeed the opposite, to support 
our politicians because they 
have accepted a very noble 
vocation to serve the people.
“But that means to listen to 
the voice of faith and there are 
many people in Ireland who 
have faith and who are willing 
to write that in the census, and 
say ‘I am a person of Faith’. So 
I think it’s really important not 
to monopolise the issues but to 
contribute something particu-
larly unique to the discussion.”

❛❛ I’m not saying that the Catholic Church has 
a monopoly on the soul of Ireland, but I do feel 
that people of Faith are increasingly fi nding their 
voice again after a period of time where they felt 
beleaguered and in some ways shut out from the 
public domain and from public discussion”

❛❛ Irish bishops took the opportunity 
to highlight the weak channels of 
communication between the Church’s 
hierarchy and the Government, 
something that it has not publicly 
broached since before the pandemic”

Archbishop Eamon Martin.
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The Head Sacristan will lead, manage and develop the team of Sacristans at 
Knock Shrine.  Integrity, honesty and a good rapport with clergy, lay staff, 

volunteers, parishioners as well as pilgrims and visitors are of great 
importance.  It is essential to have an understanding of, and an enthusiasm 
for, Knock Shrine’s ethos and overall mission.  The Head Sacristan will be 
responsible for the smooth and efficient operation of designated Church 

facilities at the Shrine. 

The role is a permanent position, and candidates will be required to work a 
minimum of 35 hours per week.  Additionally, candidates must be willing to 
work flexible hours including evenings, weekends, bank holidays and major 

Church holidays including Easter and Christmas.  Due to safeguarding 
requirements, the successful candidate will be Garda Vetted for the role 

before commencement of employment.

HEAD SACRISTAN AT 
KNOCK SHRINE

To view the full job specification, please visit 
Knock Shrine’s website www.knockshrine.ie

To apply please email your Cover Letter and C.V. 
to hrdepartment@knockshrine.ie.

The closing date for receipt of applications for this position 
is close of business on Friday 13th December 2024.

Knock Shrine, Ireland’s International Eucharistic and Marian 
Shrine, is inviting applications for the role of Head Sacristan.  This 
full-time post presents an exciting opportunity for someone with a 

keen interest in the liturgy and ritual of the Catholic Church, to 
work in this special place of welcome, sanctuary and sacredness 

for over 1 million pilgrims each year.  

The courageous holy Irish
Chai Brady

A newly published 
book which presents 
the lives of many Irish 
people who are on 

the path to canonisation offers 
an example of courage and 
faith despite all the odds.

Launched in Ely House in 
Dublin by Primate of All Ireland 
Archbishop Eamon Martin, the 
book The Rock From Which 
You Were Hewn: The Lives and 
Legacies of Holy Irish Men and 
Women focuses on 25 different 
canonisation causes opened for 
Irish people.

The chapters have been 
written by postulators and 
vice-postulators, promot-
ers of causes and authors of 
full-length biographies. Some 
chapters were written by peo-
ple who knew the individuals 
personally.

The editors are Fr John 
Hogan OCDS, a priest of the 
Diocese of Meath and Dioce-
san Postulator for the Cause of 
Fr Willie Doyle and Dr Patrick 
Kenny, President of the Father 
Willie Doyle Association.

The Rock From Which You 
Were Hewn is published by 
Cenacle Press (www.cenacle.ie) Children cheer at the launch of The Rock From Which You Were Hewn: The Lives and 

Legacies of Holy Irish Men and Women at Ely House in Dublin.

The crowd at the launch of The Rock From Which You Were Hewn: The Lives and Legacies 
of Holy Irish Men and Women at Ely House in Dublin City Centre. 

The family of Mary Ann O’Driscoll, who died in 2015 in 
Liberia and features in Chapter 44 of the book.

Fiorella De Maria, who wrote the chapter on Msgr Hugh 
O’Flaherty in The Rock From Which You Were Hewn: The 
Lives and Legacies of Holy Irish Men and Women, pictured
with Fr Conor McDonough OP at the book launch. Photos: 
Chai Brady

Fr Basil McCabe OSB, Fr John Hogan OCDS, Dr Pat Kenny, and the Primate of All Ireland 
Archbishop Eamon Martin at the launch of The Rock From Which You Were Hewn: The 
Lives and Legacies of Holy Irish Men and Women.

Dr Pat Kenny and Fr John Hogan OCDS pictured during a 
book signing.

Dr Pat Kenny

Sr Elena, Sr Mary, Sr Rachel Maria (far right) of the Servant 
Sisters of the Home of the Mother from the Diocese of 
Derry – the same order as soon-to-be Servant of God Sr 
Clare Crockett – and Fr Basil McCabe OSB. Fr John Hogan OCDS
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Who leads on disability rights?

Dualta Roughneen

It is not very long ago 
that people with dis-
abilities were treated 
in an often callous and 

inhumane manner in Ireland 
and across the world. Often, 
we look at the past through 
the lens of ‘presentism’ where 
we judge the actions of the 
past through our current val-
ues, systems, resources and 
knowledge.

It is easy to condemn 
and criticise those that have 
gone before us without really 
being able to put ourselves in 
the context of the times we 
thumb our noses at. Often, 
it is very unfair and easy to 
do because the past rarely 
fights back. At the same time, 
change comes passing slow, 
and social and cultural change 
can be held back by inertia, 
and it is not easy to cleave 
from how things have ‘always 
been done’.

Much of the changes in 
attitudes, systems, laws and 
practices are only changed 
by the drive and activism of 
people who go against the 
grain and are willing to put 
themselves out there, often 
to be criticised, mocked and 
reviled. On disability rights, it 
has been people with disabili-
ties in Ireland who have been 
at the forefront of bringing 
about changes in how disabil-
ity is perceived and how it is 
actioned in society – not just 
in Ireland, but globally also.

There has been a lot of 
progress and there is much to 
be done. The Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Disability Mat-
ters spent two years listening 
to people with disabilities in 
the preparation of its critical 
report launched in January 
of this year: Towards harmo-
nisation of national legisla-
tion with the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. The 
report was like a school report 
to be signed off at the bottom: 
must do better, can do better.

Agency
December 3 is International 
Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties and the theme this year is 
‘Amplifying the leadership of 
persons with disabilities for 
an inclusive and sustainable 
future’. For a long time, the 
idea of people with disabili-
ties participating in decision 
making bodies was viewed 
with, to say the least, a certain 
amount of scepticism.

While there was some-
times cruelty in how dis-

ability was dealt with, often 
it was a well-meaning pater-
nalism that enabled the idea 
that people with disabilities 
needed to be looked after, 
and that it was not for them to 
determine what was in their 
best interest. Sometimes this 
is disparagingly called ‘the 
charity model’ of disability. 
I don’t particularly like the 
term because it conflates the 
idea that the ‘model’ being 
bad, means that ‘charity’ is 
bad.

❛❛There is no 
ordering of the 
State so just that 
it can eliminate 
the need for a 
service of love”

The UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disa-
bilities – CRPD – that Ireland 
has signed up to is framed on 
the idea of a social – or rights-
based model – that people 
with disabilities have the 
same agency as anyone else, 
but that it is for the State and 

society to adapt to remove 
barriers to allow equal par-
ticipation. This challenges 
many of the internal biases 
that people – and institutions 
of the State – held towards 
people with disabilities. But 
there is a danger of over-cor-
rection and the diminution of 
the work of carers who pro-
vide service to people with 
disabilities as part of removal 
of those barriers.

Pope Benedict rightly 
noted: “There is no ordering 
of the State so just that it can 
eliminate the need for a ser-
vice of love [caritas/charity]. 
Whoever wants to eliminate 
love is preparing to elimi-
nate man as such. There will 
always be suffering which 
cries out for consolation and 
help... There will always be 
situations of material need 
where help in the form of 
concrete love of neighbour 
is indispensable. The State 
which would provide every-
thing, absorbing everything 
into itself, would ultimately 
become a mere bureaucracy 
incapable of guaranteeing 
the very thing which the suf-
fering person - every person 

- needs: namely, loving per-
sonal concern.”

However, we should not 
fall into the reductive trap of 
thinking that disability means 
suffering. It means that peo-
ple with disabilities have the 
same need for loving personal 
concern as everyone else, and 
that the State cannot replace 
that. Yet, the State has a role 
to play.

The modern State has a 
near monopoly on resources 
and has arrogated to itself 
the responsibility for framing 
society through the welfare 
state and to facilitate a social 
model that provides for equal 
access and participation of 
people with disabilities at all 
levels of society.

Representation
This has to do more than 
involving people with dis-
abilities in discussions around 
the proper ordering of society, 
as mere consultants to be lis-
tened to if it suits. People 
with disabilities need to be 
in leadership positions when 
policy for a sustainable future 
if being designed. 

There is much talk of rep-
resentative democracy – gen-
der quotas, recognising the 
diversity of modern Ireland’s 
population in politics – yet 

you don’t hear much about 
representation for people 
with disabilities. Discussions 
on future climate adapta-
tion and mitigation policies 
are likely to impact people 
with disabilities in places like 
Kenya or Bangladesh more so 
than anyone else. If there is 
going to be a need for mass-
displacement of populations 
from low-lying urban coastal 
areas, then how this happens, 
will hugely impact people 
with disabilities.

❛❛When the 
majority of 
people struggle 
to make ends 
meet and put 
food on the table, 
OPDs in Kenya 
or Zimbabwe 
cannot depend on 
funding locally”

At Christian Blind Mission 
(CBM) Ireland, we work with 
representative organisations 
of people with disabilities 
(OPDs) in the ‘Global South’. 
Just as there are groups such 

as ‘Independent Living Move-
ment Ireland’ here, there are 
similar groups in Zimbabwe, 
Madagascar and every other 
country. But they don’t have 
the resources or the access 
to genuinely influence policy 
or to get a seat at the table. 
While they wait for resources 
from their governments to 
fund them, it is necessary that 
organisations like CBM, with 
the help of ‘charitable dona-
tions’ from people in Ireland, 
support OPDs to hold their 
government and society to 
account.

I often argue that civil 
society groups should justify 
their existence through finan-
cial support from the society’s 
they exist within, but when 
the majority of people strug-
gle to make ends meet and 
put food on the table, OPDs 
in Kenya or Zimbabwe cannot 
depend on funding locally in 
the current economic climate. 
As the tax-base for their gov-
ernments can be equally 
constrained and other social 
services are under-resourced, 
often OPDs are at the end of 
the queue. Changing comes 
passing slow.

The consultation carried 
out by the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee over two years 
was deep and comprehensive 
– whether it will make any 
great difference in the face of 
the Irish political system, it 
is hard to tell. There is a long 
way to go here, but further to 
go in the countries CBM Ire-
land is working in. Getting 
OPDs into the corridors of 
power is important to bring 
about change at a national 
level.

Change
Like Ireland, forty, fifty 
or eighty years ago, the 
resources available here are 
much, much more than avail-
able in Burkina Faso or Laos. 
We – society and the Govern-
ment – can afford to do much 
more. 

Many of the missteps 
taken in Ireland can be 
avoided if OPDs are brought 
to the table now, to plan. 
Even when it comes to global 
issues, such as COP where the 
global response to climate 
change is being discussed, 
people with disabilities have 
no official voice there. We are 
fighting for that to change 
as well. Pardon the pun, but 
hugely important decisions 
for the future cannot be dis-
ability blind.

 
Dualta Roughneen is the 

CEO of CBM Ireland, an inter-
national disability rights 
organisation, committed to 
improving the quality of life 
of people with disabilities 
and those at risk of disability, 
in low-income regions of the 
world. 

❛❛Whoever wants to eliminate love 
is preparing to eliminate man as 
such. There will always be suffering 
which cries out for consolation and 
help... There will always be situations 
of material need where help in the 
form of concrete love of neighbour is 
indispensable”

❛❛The consultation carried out 
by the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
over two years was deep and 
comprehensive – whether it will make 
any great difference in the face of the 
Irish political system, it is hard to tell”
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COLUMBA BOOKS

How to Defend the Faith Without Raising 
Your Voice Michael Kelly & Austen Ivereigh

Answering some of 
the most common 
criti cisms of the 
church, this book 
aims to help people 
understand why the 
Church teaches what it 
does and defend it in a 
calm and rati onal way.

€14.99 €7.49

Gospel Refl ecti ons and Prayers 
Silvester O’ Flynn

This book off ers two 
short refl ecti ons on 
the daily gospels. 
These simple and clear 
refl ecti ons would take 
two minutes at most 
and a preacher might 
use either one or both.

€19.99 €9.99

A Pilgrimage Guide to the Holy Land 
Michael Kelly 

In this unique 
guidebook, Michael 
Kelly takes readers to 
the sites associated 
with the earthly life of 
Christ from Bethlehem 
to Nazareth and the 
Sea of Galilee to 
Jerusalem.

€19.99 €9.99

An historical account 
detailing the inspiring 
stories of the 17 Irish 
martyrs beati fi ed by 
Pope John Paul II 
and what made their 
causes for martyrdom 
stand apart from 
others.

€16.99 €8.49

The 17 Irish Martyrs
Mary McAleese

A complete guide to 
the world of pilgrimage 
in medieval Ireland, 
this book brings the 
reader on a tour of 
how Christi anity was 
celebrated in medieval 
ti mes.

€26.99 €13.49

Journeys of Faith
Louise Nugent

A Benedicti ne Monk 
of Glenstal Abbey, Fr 
Hederman conti nues 
to explore how we as 
Irish Roman Catholics 
can hone in on the 
most precious aspects 
of our faith and cancel 
the surrounding noise.

€19.99 €9.99

Crimson & Gold 
Mark Patrick Hederman

This Christmas, readers of The Irish Catholic can enjoy half 
price title from Columba Books and Currach Books!

— Special Prices —

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P



COLUMBA BOOKS

This is the fullest 
account given by 
the eldest visionary 
Vicka of her story 
and experiences with 
Our Lady. Here, Vicka 
relays many of the 
Messages which the 
‘Queen of Peace’ has 
given to her.

€9.99 €4.99

Vicka Her Story
Finbar O’Leary

This book is an 
invitati on from the 
author to open our 
hearts and minds 
to a loving God. A 
celebrati on of Daniel 
O’Leary’s unrelenti ng 
convicti on that life 
itself is God’s love 
eternally unfolding 
before us.

€19.99 €9.99

Horizons of Hope
Daniel O’Leary

An eye-opening read, 
the call for reform and 
a conversion to the 
true mandate of God 
will ring true as Paul 
Robbins takes us on a 
journey of clarity and 
understanding.

€14.99 €7.49

Setti  ng God Free in Minds and Hearts 
Paul Robbins

The Way We Were
Mary Kenny

Mary Kenny’s 
approach is a balanced 
and measured 
recollecti on of the 
Ireland of our ti mes 
– and of ti mes past, 
since the foundati on 
of the Irish state a 
hundred years ago.

€19.99 €9.99

Life is a mystery 
beyond the 
comprehension of our 
normal understanding. 
A Benedicti ne monk 
explains how to 
engage with this 
mystery and bring 
a new sense of the 
sacred into it.

€19.99 €9.99

Living the Mystery
Mark Patrick Hederman 

Voices From the Desert 
Hugh MacMahon 

Whats the Desert 
Fathers had to say 
about Christi anti y in 
384 AD is as relevant 
now as it has been 
over the ages. Readers 
looking for a fresh 
understanding of the 
Skelligs’ legacy will 
appreciate this book.

€14.99 €7.49

The Birth of Jesus 
the Jew is a short 
introducti on to how 
the Jewish literary 
genre of ‘Midrash’ has 
shaped the infancy 
stories in the two 
canonical Gospels 
and some apocryphal 
works.

€14.99 €7.49

The Birth of Jesus the Jew
Peter Keenan

Healing is one of the 
most beauti ful gift s in 
God’s treasure chest 
of blessing. This ti mely 
book describes how 
the gift  of healing has 
been rediscovered in 
recent years and sheds 
light on the therapeuti c 
power of the Eucharist.

€16.99 €8.49

Holisti c Healing 
Fr Pat Collins

Fr Bryan’s memories 
and refl ecti ons are 
interspersed with 
prayers, stories of 
Saints, and gives a 
rare insight into the 
lives of the priests and 
religious who work so 
ti relessly about us.

€12.99 €6.49

Sending Positi ve Vibes
Fr Bryan Shortall

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P



H�  to order your gifts

FILL IN THE FORM 
with your personal 
details and method 

of payment.

CHOOSE YOUR ITEMS
don’t forget to select 
the quantity of them.

CUT THE FORM
insert it into an 

envelope and post 
it to us.

Phone +353 (01) 687 4024 • Email sales@columba.ie • Website www.irishcatholic.com/shop • Address Block 3B, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford , Dublin 18, D18 K277

Pope Francis 
in Ireland
A beautiful 
commemorative 
souvenir book 
following Pope 
Francis’ 2018 visit 
to Ireland.

MY DETAILS

Name ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD

Pay by cheque/postal order
Total amount €____________________________________
Payable to Columba Books

Pay by card:       
Visa                   Mastercard                 Debit

Card number _____________________________________

Expiry date ____/____     CVV _______

Include my free gi�  copy of Pope Francis in 
Ireland with my order

Gi�  copy is only available for orders of 2 books or more

Please contact 
hannah@irishcatholic.ie 
for more details
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“Synodality is what the Lord expects from the Church of the third millennium” – Pope Francis

NEXT WEEK:  RELENTLESS MINISTRY AND SYNODALITY

Final synod document is magisterial, 
must be accepted, Pope says

Doubling down on 
the centrality of 
synodality in the 
Catholic Church, 

Pope Francis said that it is 
now up to local churches to 
accept and implement pro-
posals from the final docu-
ment approved the Synod of 
Bishops on synodality.

Approved by the Pope, 
the synod’s final document 
“participates in the ordinary 
magisterium of the succes-
sor of Peter, and as such, I ask 
that it be accepted,” the Pope 
wrote in a note published by 
the Vatican November 25.

“Local churches and 
groupings of churches are 
now called upon to imple-
ment, in different contexts, 
the authoritative indications 
contained in the document, 
through the processes of 
discernment and decision-
making provided by law and 
by the document itself,” he 
wrote nearly a month after 
the synod’s close.

Priorities
The final document outlined 
key priorities for the Church, 
including increased partici-
pation of laity through new 
ministries and adjusted gov-
erning structures, greater 
transparency and account-
ability among Church lead-
ership and creating space 
for previously marginalised 
groups.

After synod members 
voted to approve the final 
document, Pope Francis 
announced that he would 

not write the customary 
apostolic exhortation after 
the synod but would instead 
offer the document to the 
entire Church for implemen-
tation.

With the exceptions of 
the first synods convoked by 
St Paul VI in 1967 and 1971, 
all ordinary assemblies of the 
Synod of Bishops have been 
followed by an exhortation 
on the synod’s themes and 
discussions by the pope.

In his note, Pope Francis 
clarified that while the docu-

ment is “not strictly norma-
tive” and must be adapted to 
contexts where it is applied, 
it still obligates “local 
churches to make choices 
consistent with what was 
indicated” in the document.

Underscored
He also underscored the 
need for time to address 
broader churchwide issues, 
such as those assigned to 
the 10 study groups he set 
up in the spring to explore 
issues raised during the 

synod, including women’s 
ministry, seminary educa-
tion, relationships between 
bishops and religious com-
munities, and the role of 
nuncios. More groups may 
be created, the Pope said.

❛❛Not all 
doctrinal, moral 
or pastoral 
discussions must 
be resolved by 
interventions of 
the magisterium”

The conclusion of the gen-
eral assembly of the Synod 
of Bishops “does not end the 
synodal process,” he wrote.

Quoting his 2016 exhor-
tation, “Amoris Laetitia” on 
marriage and family life, the 
Pope wrote that “not all doc-

trinal, moral or pastoral dis-
cussions must be resolved by 
interventions of the magiste-
rium,” rather the bishops of 
each country or region can 
seek “more encultured solu-
tions” to issues involving local 
traditions and challenges.

Implemented
He added that the final 
synod document con-
tains recommendations 
which “can already now be 
implemented in the local 
churches and groupings 
of churches, taking into 
account different contexts, 
what has already been 
done and what remains to 
be done in order to learn 
and develop ever better the 
style proper to the mission-
ary synodal Church.”

“In many cases it is a 
matter of effectively imple-
menting what is already 

provided for in existing 
law, Latin and Eastern,” 
while in other contexts local 
churches can proceed with 
the creation of “new forms 
of ministry and missionary 
action” through a process 
of synodal discernment and 
experimentation.

Pope Francis also speci-
fied that during bishops’ “ad 
limina” visits to Rome, each 
bishop will be asked to dis-
cuss what choices have been 
made in his local church 
regarding what has been 
indicated in the final synod 
document, reflecting on the 
challenges and the fruits.

Meanwhile, he said, 
the General Secretariat of 
the Synod and the various 
dicasteries of the Roman 
Curia will be tasked with 
overseeing the synodal 
journey’s “implementation 
phase.” 

Justin McLellan (CNS)

Pope Francis speaks to members of the Synod of Bishops on synodality after they approved their fi nal document October 26, 2024, in the Paul VI 
Audience Hall at the Vatican. Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

❛❛In many cases it is a matter 
of effectively implementing 
what is already provided for in 
existing law, Latin and Eastern”
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World Report
Nearly half of 2,500 anti-Christian hate 
crimes in Europe were in France, report says
A recently released report 
from a European watchdog 
group has found nearly 2,500 
documented instances of hate 
crimes against Christians liv-
ing in Europe. Approximately 
1,000 of these attacks took 
place in France. 

According to the Obser-
vatory on Intolerance and 
Discrimination Against 
Christians in Europe 
(OIDAC) report, which drew 
on both police and civil soci-
ety data, 2,444 anti-Christian 
hate crimes and acts of dis-
crimination and intolerance 
occurred across 35 European 
countries from 2023 to 2024.

Of these, 232 constituted 
personal attacks of harass-
ment, threats, and physical 
assaults against Christians.

Nearly 1,000 of the 
a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  h a t e 
crimes reported in Europe 
in 2023 took place in France, 
with 90% of the attacks 
waged against churches or 
cemeteries. The report also 
found there were about 84 
personal attacks against 
individuals. 

Apart from physical 
assaults, the report cited 
data from the French Reli-
gious Heritage Observatory, 
which recorded eight con-
firmed cases of arson against 
churches in France in 2023 
and 14 attacks in the first 
10 months of 2024. Sev-
eral reported cases were on 
account of “Molotov cock-
tails,” a makeshift handheld 
firebomb.

Religious communities 

also reported incidents of 
harassment. Two nuns cited 
in the report, for example, 
announced in 2023 that they 
would be leaving the north-
western city of Nantes on 
account of “constant hostil-
ity and insecurity.” The nuns 
reportedly experienced “beat-
ings, spitting, and insults”.

The United Kingdom fol-
lowed close behind France, 
according to the report, with 
702 reported anti-Christian 
hate crimes, a 15% increase 
since 2023.

The report stated that 
in Germany, the third most 
affected country, official gov-
ernment statistics reported 
277 “politically motivated 
hate crimes” against Chris-
tians in 2023, a 105% increase 
from the previous year when 
there were 103 reported 
attacks. 

OIDAC Europe indepen-
dently estimated that “at 
least 2,000 cases of property 
damage to Christian places of 
worship in 2023” took place. 

OIDAC Europe found that 
of the 69 documented cases 
where the motives and back-
ground of perpetrators could 
be accurately accounted for, 
21 of them were provoked by 
a radical Islamist agenda, 14 
were of a generally anti-reli-
gious nature, 13 were tied to 
far-left political motives, and 
12 were “linked to the war in 
Ukraine.”

The report also noted 
that numbers in this respect 
remained unchanged com-
pared with 2022, “except for 

cases with an Islamist back-
ground, which increased from 
11 to 21.”

In addition to overt attacks, 
the OIDAC report highlighted 
an increased phenomenon of 
discrimination in the work-
place and public life, leading 
to a rise in self-censorship 
among those who practice 
their faith. 

According to a UK-based 
study from June cited in the 
report, 56% of 1,562 respond-
ents stated they “had experi-

enced hostility and ridicule 
when discussing their reli-
gious beliefs,” an overall 
61% rise among those under 
35. In addition, 18% of those 
who participated in the 
study reported experiencing 
discrimination, particularly 
among those in younger age 
groups.

More than 280 partici-
pants in the same survey 
stated “they felt that they had 
been disadvantaged because 
of their religion”.

IN BRIEF

While a massive hospital 
founded by Padre Pio strongly 
denied last Saturday that 
it’s for sale, despite recent 
rumours to the contrary, how 
to resolve chronic debts and 
mounting labour difficulties 
at the Vatican-owned Casa 
Sollievo della Sofferenza, or 

“House of Relief of Suffering”, 
remains an open question.

Over the last week, a series 
of reports in the Italian press 
suggested the hospital’s 
administration has been in 
negotiations with several 
potential buyers, mostly large 
private sector holding compa-

nies.
A November 23 statement 

posted on the hospital’s web 
site denied those reports, 
calling them “completely 
unfounded” and insisting 
that no such negotiations are 
underway, either with pri-
vate healthcare groups or any 

other potential purchasers.
The hospital “remains the 

property of the Holy See, 
which, in the fall of 2022, 
nominated a new adminis-
trative council empowered to 
handle [the hospital’s] eco-
nomic and financial difficul-
ties,” the statement said.

Catholic bishops in Sudan and 
South Sudan say they are wor-
ried at the continued fighting 
in Sudan with no chance for 
peace due to lack of dialogue 
between the Sudan Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF.)

In a statement shared 
with Crux, members of the 
Sudan and South Sudan Cath-
olic Bishops’ Conference (SSS-
CBC) said they were deeply 
worried at the worsening 
social and political situation 

in the country.
The SAF led by General 

Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and 
the very powerful para-
military group RSF, led by 
General Mohamed Hamdan 
“Hemedti” Dagalo, went into 
conflict with each other over 
power and the control of state 
resources.

The conflict has left a trail 
of death and destruction, with 
a study by the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine’s Sudan Research Group 

estimating that more than 
60,000 people have died in 
the Khartoum region alone 
during the first 14 months of 
the war.

“The humanitarian con-
sequence on the civilians has 
gone beyond toleration and 
must be condemned in the 
strongest terms possible,” the 
Catholic bishops said in their 
November 21 statement.

They urged the Sudanese 
people to “learn how to sur-
vive together, reject violence, 

and work for peace.”
With no peace in sight, the 

bishops say ordinary people 
deserve humanitarian assis-
tance, and urged the warring 
factions and their support-
ers “to respect humanitarian 
law and desist from blocking 
humanitarian corridors for 
lifesaving assistance”.

The economic situation 
remains dire, with high infla-
tion and civil servants have 
gone ten months without 
salaries.

Bishops worry there is no chance for peace in conflict-riddled Sudan 

Padre Pio’s hospital faces mounting debts, labour difficulties

l Archbishop Tarcisio Isao 
Kikuchi of Tokyo, who will 
be installed as a cardinal on 
December 7, spoke to the 
Vatican new agency Fides 
about the present and future 
state of the country.

The archbishop said 
that “an aging society like 
Japan’s will not be able to 
survive,” pointing to the 

dangers of the country’s 
demographic winter.

Faced with this 
reality, he noted that the 
government “is hesitant to 
fully accept migrants” for 
fear of entering into territory 
never previously explored 
in Japan, a nation little 
accustomed to receiving 
migrants.

Theologian Zulehner: 
reorganisation of the Church 
inevitable
l According to theologian Paul Zulehner, the time of a 
comfortable service Church is coming to an end in the face of 
a “reeling world”. He wants to see more “pastoral truffle pigs” in 
the Church.

Theologian Paul Zulehner is in favour of tackling what he 
sees as the inevitable restructuring of the Church with courage. 
In an interview with the newspaper “Sonntag”, the Viennese 
expert spoke of a Church “that will no longer be clerical, but 
synodal, that will no longer be modelled on ordination, but on 
baptism”.

Professor Zulehner said: “Experienced people from faithful 
communities of the Gospel can be proposed to a bishop to be 
ordained priests so that the main source of the Church, the 
celebration of the Eucharist, does not fall by the wayside.”

An aging society like Japan’s 
will not be able to survive, 
Archbishop of Tokyo says

A man holds a rosary outside Notre Dame Cathedral. 
Photo: OSV News/Yves Herman, Reuters.

Data show abortions dropped 
by nearly 40% in US state after 
six-week ban
l Abortions dropped sharply in Iowa immediately after a strict 
abortion ban went into effect there, according to data from a 
major pro-abortion group. 

Data from the Guttmacher Institute, released last Thursday, 
show an average of 400 clinician-provided abortions per month 
in Iowa over the first six months of 2024. 

After the state’s six-week ban went into effect on July 29, 
“the number of abortions dropped to an estimated 250 in 
August, a decrease of 38% from the average over the first six 
months of the year,” Guttmacher said. 

St Francis Xavier’s relics draw 
12,000 in India
l St Francis Xavier lived the life of a missionary, baptising tens 
of thousands in India and Japan. In death, he continues to give 
himself to Christ’s Church, as his relics offer pilgrims spiritual 
consolation in Italy and India.

At least 12,000 people gathered in the western state of Goa, 
India, last Thursday for the opening of a decennial exposition 
of the saint’s partially incorrupt remains. Last Thursday marked 
the beginning of a 45-day event where St Francis Xavier’s relics 
— normally kept in a casket in the Basilica of Bom Jesus — are 
displayed at the nearby Se Cathedral for veneration.

US diocese abruptly halts St 
Jude relic tour 
l A bishop in Illinois has halted in his diocese a travelling tour 
of a relic of St Jude following an “incident” that allegedly took 
place between a visiting priest and several students.

A statement from Fr Michael Lane and Fr Gregory Alberts 
at Queen of the Apostles Catholic Church in Joliet, Illinois, said 
that on Thursday of this week the parish hosted the arm of St 
Jude as part of the relic’s ongoing tour throughout the United 
States.

During the visit, “an incident with the priest and some 
students was reported to have happened in our church,” it 
continued.

“We immediately contacted the police,” the priests said. “A 
police investigation is still ongoing.” 
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Pope Francis announces 2025 
canonisation for Carlo Acutis and 
Giorgio Frassati
● Pope Francis announced last Wednesday that Blessed Carlo 
Acutis and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, two young Catholics 
beloved for their vibrant faith and witness to holiness, will be 
canonised during two major jubilee celebrations dedicated to 
young people.

The surprise announcement came at the conclusion of 
the Pope’s weekly general audience in St Peter’s Square as 
Francis celebrated World Children’s Day. 

Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni later confi rmed that 
Acutis’ canonisation will occur during the Church’s Jubilee 
of Teenagers taking place April 25–27, 2025, and Blessed 
Frassati’s canonisation will take place during the Jubilee of 
Youth from July 28–August 3, 2025.

Vatican Vatican 
rounduproundup

● The Vatican was 
not rocking around the 
Christmas tree on Thursday 
after a 95-foot Norway 
spruce from northern 
Italy became wreathed in 
controversy this fall.

An online 
petition posted to 
change.org in mid-
October garnered over 
53,000 signatures in 
protest of the evergreen 

being chopped down, 
arguing it contradicts 
Pope Francis’ promotion 
of protection for the 
environment.

Despite the opposition 
to its removal, the tree 
arrived as scheduled in 
St Peter’s Square at 7am. 
on November 21 but was 
left to lie mysteriously on 
the truck bed well past 
sunset.

Vatican Christmas tree wreathed in 
controversy 

Priest accused of being involved in alleged plot 
to assassinate president of Brazil
On November 21, Brazil’s 
Federal Police charged Fr 
José Eduardo de Oliveira e 
Silva of the Diocese of Osasco 
in São Paulo state as part of 
a group of 37 people that 
includes former President 
Jair Bolsonaro on suspicion 
of plotting the violent aboli-
tion of the democratic rule 
of law, plotting a coup d’état, 
and belonging to a criminal 
organisation. 

According to authorities, 
the publication of the list of 
defendants in the final report 
of the investigation into the 
alleged coup d’état was 
authorised by the country’s 
Supreme Federal Court.

The charges stem from the 
investigation by the Federal 
Police into an alleged plot to 

assassinate then-President-
elect Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva, his vice president, Ger-
aldo Alckmin, and Supreme 
Court Justice Alexandre de 
Moraes. Military person-
nel and military police have 
already been detained in 
connection with the inves-
tigation.

Despite the announce-
ment by the police, the pub-
lic prosecutor’s office is not 
obliged to go forward with 
prosecuting the persons 
implicated or the alleged 
crimes being charged. 

The priest’s defence attor-
ney, Miguel Vidigal, told ACI 
Digital, CNA’s Portuguese-
language news partner, that 
“the press release by the 
Federal Police with the list of 

defendants is one more abuse 
by those responsible for the 
investigation, and publishing 
it on the police department’s 
official website contaminates 
the entire institution”.

“Who authorised the 
Federal Police to break the 
secrecy of the investiga-
tions? As far as we know, 
[Supreme Court]  Jus-
tice Alexandre de Moraes 
decreed absolute secrecy,” 
the attorney said.

“So far there is no deci-
sion by [him] that voids such 
determination,” he added.

“Less than seven days after 
giving testimony to the Fed-
eral Police,” Fr José Eduardo 
“sees his name in print [on 
the list] by the Federal Police 
as one of those indicted by 

investigators”. The same 
investigators didn’t shy away 
from breaking the law and 
international treaties by 
combing through the priest’s 
conversations and spiritual 
direction that are guaranteed 
to be confidential, Mr Vidigal 
denounced.

In February, the priest was 
the subject of a raid and sei-
zure operation by the Federal 
Police that was authorised by 
Supreme Court Justice Alex-
andre de Moraes. The priest 
was accused of being part of 
the “legal core” of the alleged 
coup d’état, for which former 
president Bolsonaro, advis-
ers, allies, military person-
nel, and former ministers of 
his government were also 
investigated.

Shanghai Catholics: Chinese bishop focused 
on adapting faith to Communist Party ideals
A Chinese bishop with a history of 
support for the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) emphasised in a recent 
diocesan seminar the socialist state’s 
influence over the Church more than 
the Vatican’s, according to Catholics 
who attended the bishop’s talks. 

CAN has reported that Bishop 
Joseph Shen Bin of Shanghai, who was 

illicitly installed as bishop by Chi-
nese authorities in 2023 and brought 
into communion with the Church by 
Pope Francis a year later under the 
Vatican-China deal, was featured as 
a speaker at a Vatican conference in 
May, where he promoted a “Chinese-
style modernisation” of the Church in 
line with socialist ideals. 

Bishop Shen recently gave a dioc-
esan seminar November 4–6 about 
“Sinicisation of Religion in Shanghai”. 
According to a report from Bitter Win-
ter, Shanghai Catholics who attended 
the bishop’s seminar said he “did not 
discuss at all the Vatican Synod [on 
Synodality] nor Pope Francis and his 
recent documents”.

A Polish sister watches as workers lift the Vatican Christmas tree into its stand in St Peter’s Square early November 22, 
2024. Photo: CNS/Pablo Esparza
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Holocaust survivor rebukes Pope over 
calling Gaza a ‘genocide’
● A 93-year-old Holocaust survivor who once received 
Pope Francis in her Rome apartment, and who later wrote 
a book about the experience to which the pontiff contributed 
the foreword, has publicly criticised Francis for calling for 
investigations to determine if the confl ict in Gaza meets the 
technical standards for a “genocide”.

“Genocide is something else. When a million children are 
burned to death, then you can talk about genocide,” Edith Bruck 
said in a November 18 interview with Italian media.

Ms Bruck, a Hungarian-born Jew and survivor of Auschwitz, 
Dachau and Bergen-Belsen, and who lost both parents and 
an older brother in the camps, said the bloodshed in Gaza is a 
“tragedy that concerns everyone”, but insisted that Israel is not 
attempting to wipe out the entire Palestinian population.

Pope assigns US cardinal to carry out 
‘urgent’ overhaul of Vatican pension 
fund
● Pope Francis has appointed US Cardinal Kevin Farrell to 
oversee “new and unavoidable” reform to the Vatican’s pension 
system as it faces a “serious prospective imbalance” that means 
changes can no longer be postponed.

In a November 21 letter to cardinals, dicastery prefects, and 
managers in the Roman Curia, the Pope underlined the gravity 
of the unsustainability of the Vatican’s pension fund and noted 
the solution will require diffi cult decisions, “special sensitivity, 
generosity, and willingness to sacrifi ce on the part of everyone”.

To address the challenges, the pontiff said he had taken an 
“essential step” by naming Farrell “sole administrator” of the fund.

Pope to visit Corsica this December
● The Holy See last Saturday confi rmed the rumours that 
Pope Francis will undertake a one-day apostolic journey to 
Corsica next month — marking the fi rst-ever papal visit to the 
island most famous for being Napoleon Bonaparte’s birthplace.

Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni confi rmed that the Pope 
had accepted an invitation from French civil and Church 
authorities to visit Ajaccio, the island’s capital, on December 15.

The visit will be Pope Francis’ 47th apostolic journey 
abroad and his third visit to French territory, following trips to 
Strasbourg in 2014 and Marseille in 2023.

It’s offi cial...



According to Japa-
nese  Cardinal-
elect Tarcisio Isao 
Kikuchi of Tokyo, 

the political situation in 
Myanmar “is still not sta-
ble,” when marking Myan-
mar Day on November 17.

Bishop Celso Ba Shwe of 
Loikaw was present at the 
event. He had to abandon 
his cathedral in Kayah State 
due to the fighting between 
the army and the local Peo-
ple’s Defence Forces.

The military in the Asian 
country overthrew the 
elected government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi in February 
2021, and violence – includ-
ing in the country’s many 
ethnic minority regions – 
has increased significantly.

Peace
According to the United 
Nations, at least 3 mil-
lion people are displaced 
in Myanmar and over 18.6 
million need humanitarian 
assistance.

The Catholic Church in 
Myanmar has been a long-
time “Sister or Partner 
Church” for the Diocese 
of Tokyo in Japan, and the 
partnership dates to the 
time when the Diocese of 
Tokyo was supported by the 
German Diocese of Cologne 
established after World War 
II.

“The reality is that the 
Church, which calls for 
peace, is exposed to vio-
lence,” Bishop Kikuchi said.

“I think we could confi-
dently say that Synodality, 
of which the Church now 
pursue, already existed 
between Cologne, Tokyo, 
and Myanmar when Cologne 
began to support Tokyo in 
1954, and when both dio-
ceses began to support 
Myanmar in 1979,” he con-
tinued.

“We have already been 
supporting each other 
for many years. We have 
already tried for many years 
to be Synodal Church, walk-
ing together, supporting 
each other. Today, as the 
importance of Church being 
Synodal is emphasised, we, 
as its pioneers, must take 
the initiative in deepen-
ing the Synodality of the 
Church and continue to be 
witnesses of Synodality,” 
Kikuchi said.

The Japanese archbishop 
will be appointed a cardi-
nal on December 8 and was 

Myanmar Church can be helped with 
Synodality, Japanese cardinal-elect says

Nirmala Carvalho
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Cardinal-designate Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi of Tokyo speaks at a press briefing for the Synod of Bishops at the Vatican 
October 8, 2024. Photo: CNS/Lola Gomez.

attending the Synod on Syn-
odality when his appoint-
ment was announced last 
month.

❛❛The 
Archdiocese of 
Tokyo designated 
the third Sunday 
of every November 
as ‘Myanmar Day’ 
to call for prayers 
and donations 
for the Church in 
Myanmar”

Bishop Kikuchi remem-
bered the words of the for-
mer Archbishop of Tokyo, 
the late Archbishop Peter 
Okada, in 2004 marking 
the 50th anniversary of the 
partnership between the 
Diocese of Tokyo and the 

Diocese of Cologne.
“In 1979, on the occasion 

of the 25th anniversary of 
the friendship between the 
two dioceses, then Arch-
bishop Seiichi Shirayanagi 
called upon the faithful of 
the diocese of Toyo to study 
the ‘Cologne Spirit’ and 
pray for the vocation of the 
Cologne diocese. 

Partnership
Cardinal Heffner, then Arch-
bishop of the Cologne, and 
Archbishop Shirayanagi 
together decided to further 
develop the ‘Cologne Spirit’ 
and agreed to work together 
to support the Church in 
Myanmar. Thus, the Arch-
diocese of Tokyo designated 
the third Sunday of every 
November as ‘Myanmar 
Day’ to call for prayers and 
donations for the Church 
in Myanmar,” Archbishop 
Okada said 20 years ago.

Bishop Kikuchi said the 
Tokyo archdiocese has been 
following the “Cologne 
Spirit” in its support for 
Myanmar since 1979.

“I think we could confi-
dently say that Synodality, of 
which the Church now pur-
sue, already existed between 
Cologne, Tokyo, and Myan-
mar when Cologne began 
to support Tokyo in 1954, 
and when both dioceses 
began to support Myanmar 

in 1979. We have already 
been supporting each other 
for many years. We have 
already tried for many years 
to be Synodal Church, walk-
ing together, supporting 
each other. Today, as the 
importance of Church being 
Synodal is emphasised, we, 
as its pioneers, must take 
the initiative in deepen-
ing the Synodality of the 
Church and continue to be 
witnesses of Synodality,” 
the cardinal-elect said.

Last month, the UN spe-
cial envoy for Myanmar 
warned that the nation is in 
crisis.

“Any pathway to recon-
ciliation requires an end 
to violence, accountability 
and unfettered access for 
the U.N. and its partners 
to address vulnerabilities 
among the marginalised, 
including Rohingya, ethnic 
communities and particu-

larly women and youth,” 
Julie Bishop told the UN 
General Assembly’s human 
rights committee at the end 
of October.

“There can be little pro-
gress on addressing the 
needs of the people while 
armed conflict continues 
across the country,” she said.

In his address, Bishop 
Kikuchi said the instability 
in Myanmar – along with 
the war in Ukraine, the con-
flict in Gaza, the violence 
against life, the political 
and economic turmoil, and 
the confusion in interna-
tional relations – suggests 
that contemporary society 
“is indeed facing an end-of-
the-time situation.”

❛❛We cannot 
bring hope from 
somewhere else. 
Hope comes from 
the heart. We want 
the Church to be 
a community that 
generates hope”

“However, such a sense 
of crisis, as if the end of the 
time is coming soon, has 
often occurred throughout 
history. Time to time, when 
there was such crisis, people 
started to think that the end 
is near. In such situation, 
the Gospel teaches us the 
importance of reading the 
‘signs of the times,’ rather 
than just worried about 
what is happening around 
us,” the Japanese cardinal-
elect said.

“We must not only dream 
of peace but must do our 
utmost to achieve it,” he 
said.

“We cannot bring hope 
from somewhere else. Hope 
comes from the heart. We 
want the Church to be a 
community that generates 
hope. For this purpose, we 
want to be a Church that 
supports each other, listens 
to each other, and walks 
together,” he continued.

“The longstanding part-
nership between Cologne, 
Myanmar, and Tokyo has 
been an example of the 
Synodal Church, generating 
hope in the hearts of many. 
The Church, which exists as 
a prophet in today’s chaotic 
society, would like to con-
tinue to be a presence that 
identifies the “signs of the 
times” together and reveals 
the Gospel in concrete 
ways,” Bishop Kikuchi said.

❛❛Time to time, when there was such 
crisis, people started to think that the end is 
near. In such situation, the Gospel teaches 
us the importance of reading the ‘signs of 
the times,’ rather than just worried about 
what is happening around us”

❛❛The Church, which exists 
as a prophet in today’s 
chaotic society, would like to 
continue to be a presence that 
identifies the “signs of the 
times” together and reveals the 
Gospel in concrete ways”
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Letter of the week
We need a campaign to encourage support for family life
Dear Editor, While politi-
cians campaign on issues 
such as climate change, 
Trump-economics, migrant 
pressures, etc., they ignore 
the writing on the wall; our 
birth-rate is in free-fall. 

In many parts of Europe, 
their birth rate has plunged 
to less than half that needed 

for replacement. 
Our collective unwill-

ingness to make a healthy 
family life possible leaves 
us powering towards unsus-
tainability, social collapse 
and ultimately national 
extinction. 

Instead of a Dáil focused 
on exclusion-zones, pub-

licly funded termination-of-
life policies, and so on, all 
shrouded in deceptively eva-
sive language, we urgently 
need a campaign to empower, 
normalise and encourage 
support for family life. 

This challenge to our 
very existence will not go 
away by itself. It needs to be 

acknowledged in this elec-
tion. We need to work for 
a future receptive to life; to 
those that would come after 
us, otherwise we are merely 
rearranging the deckchairs 
on a rapidly sinking Titanic! 

Yours etc., 
Gearoid Duffy 

Lee Road, Co. Cork 

Vote wisely as serious 
issues ignored

Ireland’s voting system, 
PR-STV (Proportional 
Representation- Single 
Transferrable Vote) is 

often misunderstood because 
of its complexity. It offers 
the individual voter a lot of 
power compared to the UK’s 
first-past-the-post approach. 
Your vote can end up being 
used multiple times if used 
carefully and wisely.

At the same time, PR-
STV prevents parties from 
winning a substantial – and 
untouchable – majority of 
seats with a relatively low 
proportion of the actual vote 
as happened in the UK this 
year. It also means that there 
is almost no scenario now 
where Ireland will ever have 
a single party government 
any time in the near future.

Some voters fear a 
‘wasted vote’ by not voting 
for a party/candidate that is 
likely to be elected. This fear 
is completely unfounded and 
actually the opposite of the 
effect intended. With PR-STV 
voting for a smaller party or 
outlying candidate is likely to 
give your vote greater mile-
age and use.

Rather than contribut-
ing to the shoo-in candidate 
where the vote makes little 
difference to whether he/she 
is elected, voting for a can-
didate that most aligns with 
your views, and ensuring to 
vote down the ballot paper 
means that your vote can get 
counted multiple times.

First, your vote gives a 
marginal candidate a greater 
competitive chance, and if 
he/she is elected/eliminated, 
your vote gets passed to your 
next favourite option – and so 
on down the line.

Some voters of conscience 
feel that there are many can-
didates on their ballot paper 
that they just cannot vote 
for as they stand against the 
deeply held beliefs of the 
voter. In a first-past-the-post 
system it would make sense 
not to vote for any of these 
and only vote for your favour-
ite candidates, but in PR-STV 
when considering candidates 
you do not like, voting should 
be viewed as a ‘vote against’ 
rather than a ‘vote for’.

You should always put 
your ‘least worst’ option 
ahead of the worse option so 
that, if after multiple counts, 
it comes down to a race 
between those two (and no 
one else is in the race) then 
your vote can eliminate the 
worse of the two options.

This can be very signifi-
cant in tight races and when 
on the 9th, 10th or whatever 

count. Many recognisable 
names depend on getting 
vote transfers in order to 
be elected and getting your 
order of preference right can 
mean that your 10th prefer-
ence might come into play at 
the last hour.

The original premue of 
wanting to make your vote 
count should consider how 
important your vote is to a 
particular party or candidate. 
If your vote is one of many, 
the party/candidate can play 
the odds, trying to maxim-
ise its vote by responding to 
what focus groups tell them 
it needs to hear. You are a sta-
tistic to be calculated.  

Parties with lower sup-
port are likely to know who 
their supporters are and 
want to keep them on side. 
They have more to lose by 
losing you if they fail to keep 
their promises. This is why 
the large parties stay rela-
tively large and only decline 
gradually over time, while 
small parties ebb and flow 
drastically when they prom-
ise and then fail to keep those 
promises.

This year’s election 
-despite being the first in 
nearly five years- has been 
devoid of any real contro-
versy and contention. With 
no serious rifts in policy or 
position between the main 
parties, whether social, eco-
nomic or cultural, the contest 
has approached the percep-
tion of an auction yet again. 

There has been little 
debate on issues of substance 
that the average voter is con-
cerned about and where 
the country is divided. The 
immigration debate has 
been superficial and domi-
nated by slogans and rhetoric 
and platitudes, abortion has 
been pushed off the table 
as almost everyone adopts 
an omerta on the subject 
and the contentious issues 
of identity, transgenderism, 
sex education, are just not 
discussed when the major 
media networks engage the 
candidates because they do 
not want to open those cans 
of worms.

Your vote this year is a 
chance to tell the establish-
ment parties that it is not 
okay to ignore the serious 
issues at election time and 
then impose an establish-
ment perspective in the 
intervening period until the 
next election is called. 

Once the vote is done, the 
agenda will be set by who-
ever controls the levers of 
power until the vote comes 
round again.
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Dear Editor, The Archbishop of Armagh 
has given a welcome lead recently by tell-
ing people they should lobby their politi-
cians to oppose euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. There might be a desire by some 
people to end their own lives but there is no 
such right from God. Now, with an election 
coming up, this is a good time for priests 
everywhere to take up his call and tell their 
people to make this an election issue when 
candidates come to the door canvassing.  

This is surely more important than the 
rate of VAT! It is literally a life and death 

issue for everyone because when eutha-
nasia or assisted suicide is legalised at all, 
even in the most restricted measure at 
first, it will soon become widespread and 
no one will be safe who becomes inca-
pacitated or grows old, which is all of us 
at some time.  

There is by now an abundance of evi-
dence from other countries of vulnerable 
people being bullied and manipulated 
into signing their own death warrants 
or having it signed unknown to them by 
fake friends who claim to be “acting in 

their best interest”. Suicide, which we 
all regarded as a tragedy up to this, will 
also increase and the efforts of those who 
campaign against it will be in vain. Fur-
thermore, hospice care, so good at pre-
sent, will also change for the worse. 

Priests who stay silent now out of a 
pathetic fear of offending someone will not 
be spared either. They have just two Sun-
days to get the message across.   

Yours etc., 
Prof. Richard O Connor, 

Rome, Italy

Priests need to tell people to make euthanasia 
and assisted suicide an election issue

Ask politicians where they 
stand on assisted suicide, 
Bishop Crean urges 

“Problem is the vast majority of political 
candidates don’t align with core 
Catholic beliefs, be they Mass goers 
or not! Abortion or assisted suicide 
can never be accepted by believers no 

matter how much the establishment 
woke machine pushes it.” - J O’Brien

“The Sacred sense of life is deeply 
embedded in the Catholic tradition. It 
needs to be upheld by all the disciples 
who know how God is directing them.” 
- Eileen Quinn Knight, Ph.D.

Priests are heroic community 
leaders 

“While on first viewing, this is shocking 
and worrying, the deeper discernment 
is to ask what God is asking of us in 
the face of this change of era for the 
Church. All will be well.” 
- Jim Deeds

What do you think? Join in the conversation  
on The Irish Catholic Facebook page

Each week we publish a selection of comments from The Irish Catholic Facebook page

acebook community

Dear Editor,  In ‘Matt Talbot 
and friends’ [The Irish Cath-
olic – November 7, 2024] Fr 
Hugh O’Donnell SDB refers 
to a Ralph [also known as 
Raphael Mary] O’Callaghan 
“who paid the cost of 
[Matt’s] funeral expenses”. 
In fact, that wealthy ben-
efactor (who at the time 
resided at 15 Windsor 
Road, Beechwood Parish, 
Ranelagh) not only saved 
Matt’s body from being 
interred in an unmarked 

pauper’s grave. He also 
initiated the printing of 
the pamphlet (of which I 
alone, maybe, have a copy 
of the first printing) but for 
which Matt’s story would 
have been ‘buried’ likewise. 
Raphael’s own body was 
in an unmarked grave (on 
which people walked daily) 
for 89 years until a plaque 
was placed on it in 2023.  

Yours etc., 
Joseph F Foyle 

Ranelagh, Dublin 6 

The wealthy benefactor who 
saved Matt Talbot’s story



As most girls growing 
up in the early 90s, my 
media consumption was 
dominated by stories of 

good-looking damsels in distress 
who were rescued by white-horse 
princes and lived happily ever after 
in highly elaborated gothic castles. 
God’s vision for my life seemed to 
be a melding of these fairy tales and 
a loose understanding of the other 
stories I read in a Children’s Bible.

The confounded notion was not 
helpful for my faith in my teenhood 
when I was entrusted with a bit 
more freedom to make decisions in 
life. I fell into the snare of hedonism, 
thinking that I deserved a princess 
life for simply being a seemly girl. 
What used to be exclusive for the 
royals are now accessible to peas-
ants like me, so it was easy to grab 
this pleasure and self-indulgence 
myself without realising that a true 
princess lives a life of luxury but also 
has nation-wide responsibilities. 
The luxe I gratified to myself was 

not proportional to my responsibil-
ity. The only duty I accomplished 
was finishing every assignment in 
architecture school and the only 
misery I suffered was waiting for my 
prince who never seemed to come.

France
In my twenties, God allowed me to 
live for several years in the most fair-
ytale-like region in Eastern France. 
Without entering any so-called 
confining royal life, I built my life 
there, brick by brick, without much 
of God in mind. It was like a dream 
come true. Everything happened as 

Your
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The tower 
of Babel

For the eternal Kingdom

Fr Rolheiser

I had always desired. Unfortunately, 
it was not the happy ending, and 
my understanding of God was still 
as superficial as the illustrated Chil-
dren’s Bible I used to read.

❛❛As I knelt in 
front of the Blessed 
Sacrament, I burst into 
tears, overwhelmed 
by the majesty of 
our Saviour and the 
revelation given to me”

It was proper for God to crush 
my dreamy life and move me to 
Ireland because I was building 
my own worldly castle instead 
of joining His Eternal One. It was 
a three-year painful process, but 
I am grateful for it. I managed to 
stay obedient because our gra-
cious Heavenly Father had started 
to change my heart. He showed me 
how much less other things were 

compared to Him and my relation-
ship with Him began to grow.

Twelve months ago, God con-
soled me through the Beloved 
Weekend Retreat for women, 
organised by the Céilí Catholic 
Community in Kilbeggan. My old 
castle had been levelled to the 
ground at that time, so I came with 
an open heart and no expectation. 
On the last evening, the chapel of 
the community was distinctively 
decorated for a personal adora-
tion time. As I knelt in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament, I burst into 
tears, overwhelmed by the majesty 
of our Saviour and the revelation 
given to me. Without words, with-
out vision, Jesus made it clear that 
I was already His spouse, and it was 
what His heart longs for. I was and 
am and will always be His since the 
moment I was sealed by the Holy 
Spirit in my baptism, even as an 
infant. This calling to be a spouse 
of Christ is not reserved only for 
the nuns but is addressed to all of 
us. We are called to recognise our 
identity as adopted children of God 
and to love God with all our hearts, 
minds, soul and strength.

Understanding
The next morning, this new 
knowledge was brought to an 
even higher understanding when 
we celebrated the Solemnity of 
Christ the King. All these years, 
I was waiting for a mortal prince 

while Jesus Himself was the 
White-Horse Prince promised 
to us in the Book of Revelation. 
Instead of a kingdom that takes 
away my freedom, He called me 
to a kingdom that gives me true 
liberty, especially from lies and 
my distorted desires. Instead 
of a princess who is served, He 
called me to be a princess who 
serves because it is those who 
have, who can give and serve, not 
those who lack. I have because I 
receive abundantly from The 
True Creator, Owner and Ruler of 
The Universe.

T his new understanding 
changed among others the way 
I give my life to God and to oth-
ers, the way I use my time, the 
way I live my singlehood, the 
way I manage my resources, the 
way I live the Eucharist and the 
way I love the man whom God 
has called to be my spouse in the 
future (for in God’s timelessness, 
this man is already my spouse). 
The union in Spirit and in f lesh 
with my Heavenly Spouse 
becomes the thing that I long for 
every day more than anything 
else. I am certain that, no matter 
what happens, the ending will be 
eternally happy.

Angela Suryadana is currently 
involved in the core teams of Young 
Adults Rathmines and Evangelium 
Ireland.

❛❛The way I live the Eucharist and the 
way I love the man whom God has called 
to be my spouse in the future (for in God’s 
timelessness, this man is already my spouse). 
The union in Spirit and in fl esh with my 
Heavenly Spouse becomes the thing that I 
long for every day more than anything else”

The Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb, attributed 
to brothers Hubert and 
Jan van Eyck

It was proper for God to 
crush my dreamy life and 

move me to Ireland because 
I was building my own castle 

instead of joining His, says
Angela Suryadana
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A prayer fi nally answered 

Illiana Ochoa Bravo

Jason Conroy

Fr Johnny Moore pictured with Baptismal font located in St 
Crona’s Church, Diocese of Raphoe.

Apriest’s prayer was 
answered after 
a baptismal font 
was “beautifully” 

restored and given to St Cro-
na’s Church.  Fr Johnny Moore 
from the Diocese of Raphoe 
told The Irish Catholic, “the 
baptismal font is a represen-
tation of bringing the old into 
the new.”  

When Fr Moore become 
the parish priest of the church 
of St Crona, he made a prayer 
to “get the baptismal back to 
be a connection for the old 
and new.” His prayer was 
answered on November 6 
when the font was brought to 
the church. “I just thought if 
we can find the original font, 
and I prayed about it, that it 
would be a beautiful way of 
bringing something that was, 
for a lot of people who are 
still living, a baptismal font 
they were baptised in,” said 

Fr Moore. 
The connection between 

the baptismal font and Fr 
Johnny Moore goes back 62 
years. The day the font was 
brought into the church is 
the same day Fr Johnny Moore 
was born and baptised. “I was 
born at two, and I think bap-
tised by three or half three. It 
was three o’clock when [the 
sculptor] arrived to put the 

font in place,” said Fr Moore.
The baptismal font was 

originally located in the old, 
decommissioned church of 
St Peter, Dungloe. Forty-five 
years after the construction 
of St Crona’s Church, the font 
was restored and brought to 
the church, where it is now 
displayed at the entrance 
porch.  

Fr Johhny Moore said 

the official records state the 
church was consecrated in 
1856. However, they have 
found smaller records that 
suggest there was another 
church, which would have 
been wooden with a grave-
yard around it, standing on 
that site 40 years ago. Since 
baptismal fonts are “very 
important,” it was suspected 
that it was older than the year 
the church was consecrated. 

❛❛Father, I was 
baptised in that, 
my grandfather 
was baptised in 
that’ created a 
real connection 
to our past and 
our history”

Installing the font in the 
entrance porch is a way of 
“tying this new building 
with its predecessor” and is 
a reminder “of all those pre-
vious generations who sac-
ramentally entered into the 
Church at this font.” 

“I’ve noticed that since it 
was placed in the church, in 
the entrance as you come in, 

the amount of people who’ve 
come up all excited to say, 
‘Father, I was baptised in that, 
my grandfather was baptised 
in that’ created a real connec-
tion to our past and our his-
tory,” said Fr Moore.  

Reconstruction
The font was reconstructed by 
Redmond Herrity. The process 
of the reconstruction took an 
average of two months.

“[Reconstructing the font] 
was very enjoyable because 
I get to copy the people who 
made this 200 years ago,” 
said Mr Harrity. “To me, it is 
an honour to do this type of 
work.” 

Mr Harrity said the res-
torations on the font “really 
called out the gorgeous col-
ours of the marble.” The brass 
cross given to him by the 
church, the adorned red cru-
cifixes in the marble and the 
gold inscriptions saying, ‘New 
and Old 1856’ in three differ-
ent languages (Gaelic, Latin 
and English) were “beautiful.” 

“In my line of work, it is 
beautiful because my work 

represents people from two-
hundred years ago. Imagine 
how many people were bap-
tised and imagine who they 
became,” said Mr Harrity. 
“That’s the thing about resto-
ration work, there is always a 
story from someone.” 

The baptismal font was 
meant to be installed around 
four months ago, but delays 
kept happening. Yet, on 
November 6, although the 
font was not meant to be 
installed, Harrity called Fr 
Moore to make the installa-
tion happen that day. “I was 
completely blown away. I saw 
it as kind of miraculous. It was 
an answer to a prayer,” said Fr 
Moore.  

The church of St Crona will 
have a blessing ceremony for 
the baptismal font in upcom-
ing weeks. Fr Johnny Moore 
will mark its restoration and 
say a prayer for those who has 
been baptised in the font.  

Illiana Ochoa Bravo studies 
Journalism at Boston Univer-
sity and has a strong interest 
in photography and writing. 

The inspiring witness of Pier Giorgio Frassati 

In 2011, university 
student Kevin Baker 
fell two stories and 
severely fractured 

his skull. His brain dam-
age was so extensive that 
the doctors gave him little 
chance. Even if he survived, 
he would never be the same 
again. 

A few years ago, I saw 
Kevin give his testimony at 
the FOCUS student confer-
ence in the US. He stood 
there perfectly healthy and 
agile, both physically and 
mentally, with not a hint of 
his life-changing injuries - a 
miracle recovery. 

Frassati
To explain what happened 
to Kevin, we need to go 100 
years back in time, to Turin 
in Italy at the beginning of 
the last century. This was 
the time when all the old 
monarchies of  Europe were 

falling or fallen. The ideals of 
the time were secular, liberal, 
and nationalistic. 

Alfredo Frassati was a 
man of this new era: an athe-
ist, and the owner of Italy’s 
first national newspaper La 
Stampa, the husband of artist 
Adelaide Ametis. Their mar-
riage had turned sour and 
was fraught with constant 
strife. Into this family was 
born, April 6 1901, Pier Gior-
gio Michelangelo Frassati. He 
and his younger sister Luciana 
were mostly either neglected 
or harshly treated by their 
demanding parents, who 
were more interested in their 
fashionable professional lives 
than in their children. 

❛❛His parents 
were shocked to 
see crowds fl ock to 
his funeral in Turin. 
They hadn’t known 
a thing about his 
hidden, holy life”

At school, Pier Giorgio 
found the Faith: because of 
this faith, Pier Giorgio’s short 
life burned so brightly that 
he continues to touch other’s 
lives to this day. 

While Pier Giorgio was 
still a schoolboy, his outraged 

father demanded his Jesuit 
teachers to prevent him from 
reading the Bible so much. 
His mother was highly upset 
when she heard he wanted 
to go to daily Mass at school, 
and once, on finding him 
asleep with rosary beads in 
his hands, brought in a priest 
to tell the young man to stop 
praying so much!

Pier Giorgio persevered. 
He prayed in secret in his 
room. He seemed incapable 
of keeping his possessions 
for himself, and constantly 
gave his money and clothes 
to the poor; he joined many 
Catholic clubs and societies 
and became a member of the 
Third Order of St Dominic 
as an ordinary layman. He 
admired Dominic’s preach-
ing, Aquinas’s philosophy, and 
Catherine of Siena’s closeness 
to Jesus. He climbed moun-
tains, laughed loudly, failed 
exams, got into trouble, and 
often had to use his fists 
defending his friends from 
groups of communists or fas-
cists. He was such a friend of 
the poor and the sick, and so 

often frequented their slums, 
that he caught polio, and 
died at only 24 years of age, 
July 4 1925. His parents were 
shocked to see crowds flock 
to his funeral in Turin. They 
hadn’t known a thing about 
his hidden, holy life. 

Pier Giorgio was beatified 
in 1990 by John Paul II. The 
Polish Pope, who loved to ski 
in the mountains as much 
as Pier Giorgio had, said, “In 
my youth I felt the beneficial 
influence of his example and 
as a student I was impressed 
by the force of his Christian 
testimony.”

Baker
In 2011, while Kevin Baker 
lay unresponsive in hospital, 
some family members began 
to say a novena to Pier Giorgio 
for Kevin’s recovery. A photo 
of Pier Giorgio was placed 
by Kevin’s bed. The next day, 
after nine days in a coma, 
Kevin opened his eyes. What 
he reported afterwards is 
remarkable. During his coma, 
he dreamt he was in his apart-
ment and was visited by an 

unfamiliar young man who 
called himself ‘George’. The 
two boys tidied the apart-
ment, played FIFA, and killed 
time until Kevin woke up - in 
the hospital. But Kevin, who 
had known nothing of him 
beforehand, recognised the 
picture of Pier Giorgio as the 
young man ‘George’ he had 
seen during his coma.

Thanks to this astonishing 
miracle, Pier Giorgio Frassati 
will be canonised at the Jubi-
lee for Youth this summer in 
Rome. His motto was ‘Verso 

l’alto!’ - ‘To the heights!’ This 
should be our motto too. Pier 
Giorgio always strove for the 
heights, both on mountain-
sides and in the love of God, 
even when his family and 
society thought that he was 
wasting his life - he gave his 
all and held nothing back. 
Neither should we.

Jason Conroy is a philoso-
phy student from Co. Kildare, 
currently studying at KU 
Leuven, Belgium.
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❛❛ I was completely blown away. 
I saw it as kind of miraculous. It 
was an answer to a prayer”
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❛❛During his coma, he dreamt he 
was in his apartment and was visited 
by an unfamiliar young man who 
called himself ‘George’”
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Pier Giorgio Frassati 
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The Catholic Church 
has a valuable role 
to play in providing 
“clear moral leader-

ship” to protect humanity 
from the negative impact 
of new technology, a lead-
ing AI researcher said under 
the vaulted ceiling of the Pon-
tifical Academy for Sciences 
headquarters in the Vatican 
Gardens.

Speaking at a forum on 
artificial intelligence devel-
opment last October, Max 
Tegmark, a professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and president of 
the Future of Life Institute, 
said that today, in the AI age, 
the Church must advocate for 
pausing further developments 
in artificial general intelli-
gence - a form of AI which 
surpasses human cognitive 

capabilities across many tasks 
- and computer superintel-
ligence “at least until maybe 
one day someone will figure 
out how it can be controlled 
or aligned.”

Leaders in the tech indus-
try, Church officials, ethicists 
and entrepreneurs gathered 
at the Vatican for a confer-
ence on ethical AI develop-
ment October 24-25, hosted 
at the Pontifical Academy for 
Sciences.

At the conference, Taylor 
Black, director of AI and ven-
ture ecosystems at Microsoft, 
noted how few people in the 
technology industry “think 
of persons in a holistic sort of 
way because we think that a 
whole bunch of things about 
what makes a person a person 
are outside of the purview of 
tech, whether that’s correct or 
incorrect.”

That is why the advent of 
artificial intelligence is a “fan-

tastic opportunity” for the 
Church, he said, since “tech 
has to come to the only place 
where the person is really 
understood and where we 
have paths to further under-
stand the human person.”

One way in which 
unchecked AI development 
could harm the dignity of the 
human person is by replacing 
large swaths of the workforce 
without providing any kind 
of fallback for people put out 
of work, said Anthony J. Gra-
nado, associate general secre-
tary of the US Conference of 
Catholics Bishops.

Artificial intelligence, he 
said “should supplement 
what humans do, it should 
not replace humans,” he said, 
noting how the US bishops’ 
conference is currently look-
ing at ways to “minimise the 
impact” of artificial intelli-
gence on job losses.

A 2023 Goldman Sachs 

report estimated that artifi-
cial intelligence could replace 
the equivalent of 300 million 
full-time jobs while increas-
ing the total annual value of 
goods and services produced 
globally by 7%.

Yet he noted that AI also 
holds potential benefits for 
the Church, such as being a 
“great tool for helping to pro-
mote catechesis.”

“The Church throughout all 
of human history has to look 
at and read the signs of the 
times and use those opportu-
nities to promote the Gospel 
in different ways, so AI will be 
one of those frontiers where 
the Gospel will need to be 
preached,” Granado said.

Addressing the Church’s 
dual role in embracing but 
also ethically guiding the 
development of AI, Dominican 
priest Eric Solobir, chairman 
of the Human Technology 
Foundation’s executive com-

mittee, said the Church must 
work with the tech industry 
to “align the planets” between 
its profitability and ethics.

“We need to try to create a 
paradigm shift to change the 
ethical software” of the tech 
industry, he said, which tends 
to be consequentialist and pri-
oritise long-term gains to the 
point of ignoring immediate 
harm caused by certain deci-
sions.

Fr Solobir recalled engag-
ing with tech leaders on mat-
ters of ethics, explaining that 
people in the tech industry 
would typically gauge the per-
missiveness of an action on 
its legality and not in terms of 
promoting human flourishing.

The Church, he said, “can 
put some drops of this vir-
tue ethics in their process 
of reflection, and that com-
pletely changes how one deals 
with the ethics of technology.”

Rohith Kinattukara
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AI ethics at the Vatican
Justin McLellan

Are smartphones a helpful tool 
or a new form of distraction?

Smartwatches have 
been in the market for 
quite some time. Some 
would argue that, the 

first so called smart watches 
were introduced to the public 
during the 80s with the Seiko 
Data 2000, or even the famous 
Casio calculator smartwatches 
that were extremely popu-
lar for its unique looks and 
functionality. However, the 
modern smartwatch market 
shifted during 2012, when a 
small start-up called Pebble 
introduced their first product 
with the help of crowdfund-
ing. However their success 
was short lived with Apple and 
Samsung coming up with their 
own iterations of the technol-
ogy. 

I personally have been using 
smartwatches for 4 years, and 
it has been a great tool for me 
in terms of fitness and keep-
ing a healthy lifestyle. Apple 
watches have really important 
health features such as an ECG 
monitor, a blood oxygen moni-
tor, sleep tracking, period track-
ing, and heart rate notifications 
to just name a few. Beside the 

health features, the watch has 
a beautiful display, with seam-
less connection your iPhone. 
Fitness tracking is widely used 
by many, the watch allows you 
to read how many calories 
have been burned, and this is 
something I do use every day, 
along with the step counter. 
The teaching of the Church 
constantly reminds us of treat-
ing our body as a temple, and 
we should take care of it. 

❛❛ I can get so 
caught up on 
what is happening 
on the virtual 
level that I have 
to constantly 
remind myself to 
‘Think of what 
is above, not of 
what is on Earth’”

My apple watch is always 
connected to my iPhone and 
has been a great tool to mini-
mise my phone usage when-
ever there are notifications 
from social media apps or 
messaging apps. Or that’s what 
I thought. 

Yes, a smartwatch gives 
you notifications that could be 
important and would be impos-
sible to read from your phone if 
you are in a meeting, especially 
many having the habit of put-
ting their device down so the 

had to explain to her the whole 
process, and only after that she 
calmed down. 

The idea of a smartwatch 
is brilliant, to keep track of 
your fitness and health goals, 
and time to time, reduce your 
phone usage. A great alterna-
tive would be to adopt fitness 
bands, does all the function-
alities as a smart watch, except 
with notifications and big dis-
play with different app con-

nectivity. 
Catholics should always 

remember that God created 
our bodies to stay healthy and 
be fit. Like the bible verse from 
the 1 Corinthians 6:19 says “Do 
you not know that your bodies 
are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are 
not your own”. Being fit is an 
important aspect of everyday 
life, and technology like these 

smartwatches should be bal-
anced.

❛❛When 
purchasing one 
there should be 
a great sense of 
responsibility 
when using the 
device”

Fitness devices can also help 
in mindfulness, which is also 
an important aspect of being 
a Catholic. Being present and 
taking some time off is very 
important for having a peace-
ful life. Within the watch, there 
are apps that allow this, which 
gives you a distraction-free 
time of your own. 

There are watches that only 
allow for location tracking, and 
certain contacts to be stored, 
and this is great for parents 
who do not want to give their 
children smartphones. How-
ever, one must remember, 
when purchasing one there 
should be a great sense of 
responsibility when using the 
device. The only reason why 
there might be lots of notifica-
tions traces back to the main 
source; our smartphones and 
our app usage, because all the 
notifications come from the 
phone and not the watch itself. 

Rohith Kinattukara is a 
Catholic student from Griffith 
College Dublin studying MSc 
in Procurement and Supply 
Chain Management who loves 
to write and breathes tech.

screen wouldn’t distract them. 
Then there is the debate of put-
ting the phone on silent (which 
would still buzz) or putting in 
on do not disturb, which elimi-
nates the whole idea of reading 
important messages. Having a 
smartwatch could eliminate 
that, right? Well, no. The con-
stant checking of your watch, 
is not only disrespectful, but 
also another form of distrac-
tion, similar to checking your 
phone for absolutely no reason. 
I am constantly looking for that 
buzz on my wrist. Even if there 
isn’t a buzz, I would just check 
my watch, craving for that one 
buzz. I can get so caught up 
on what is happening on the 
virtual level that I have to con-
stantly remind myself to “Think 
of what is above, not of what is 
on Earth” (Col 3:2).

Adapt
An incident that I will never 
forget happened to me last year 
with my aunt and cousins. I was 
having dinner at her place, and 
mid conversation, I started 
getting the usual app notifica-
tions, such as app promotions 
and the “stop being lazy, time 
to stand up” notification. I was 
subtly checking my watch just 
to be sure, and ignored it. Five 
minutes later I was greeted 
with messages from different 
people all at once. I kept check-
ing my watch, not to see what 
it was, but just to stop it. My 
aunt looked at me with a firm 
stare and told me “If you really 
want to leave, you can leave.” I 
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What is the Church’s 

teaching on 
transgender issues?

Jenna Marie Cooper

Iwas speaking to a friend of 
mine a few weeks ago. She’s 
been having a difficult time. 
To put her son through college 

and to pay off debts she was work-
ing two jobs. Eventually she gave 
up one of the jobs as she had made 
financial headway. She is a musi-
cian too and she was invited to play 
at a funeral. She was quite nervous 
as she was so busy working that 
she was out of practise. Once she 
started playing, she realised how 
much she missed her music. When 
she explained this to me, I said, “if 
you don’t use your gifts, it can aid 
depression.” She got back to me 
and thanked me for my words.

Distractions
She thought long and hard about 
how much she loved her music and 
how she had neglected it. While 
she blamed a lot of her anxiety 
and listlessness on working two 
jobs, she realised that this was part 
of the problem but not the whole 
story. In neglecting her music, she 

Questions 
of Faith ?
?
?? ??
?
?
??

Q: These days we hear so much 
about trans people. I really have 
never heard anything ‘offi cial’ 
about the Church’s position. 
What does our Church say 
about it? Thank you.
A: It is true that, with transgen-
der issues being a relatively new 
phenomenon in modern society, 
the Church does not yet have an 
extensive teaching on this spe-
cific topic. But all the Church’s 
teachings on morality and on the 
nature of the human person are 
interconnected and build on each 
other, so we can still discern the 
mind of the Church with respect 
to transgender issues. And it 
is worth noting that “gender 
theory” and “sex change” were 
briefly addressed in the March 
2024 document Dignitas Infinita
on the subject of human dignity 
in general.

It would not be accurate to say 
that the Church is against “trans 
people” as people, because the 
Church believes that they have 
the same fundamental dignity 
as any and every human person. 
Consequently, the Church strongly 
condemns any kind of hatred or 
violence towards people who 
identify as transgender.

Pope Francis in his 2016 apos-
tolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia
states that: “The Church makes 
her own the attitude of the Lord 
Jesus, who offers his boundless 
love to each person without excep-
tion… We would like before all 
else to reaffirm that every person, 
regardless of sexual orientation” 
- and thus, by extension, gender 
identity - “ought to be respected 
in his or her dignity and treated 
with consideration, while ‘every 
sign of unjust discrimination’ is to 
be carefully avoided, particularly 
any form of aggression and vio-
lence” (no. 250).

And we as Christians are called 
to be sensitive to all those who are 
suffering in any way, which would 
include those who are experienc-
ing emotional pain due to discom-
fort with their body.

That being said, the Church is 
against any “gender ideology” that 
would separate the concept of 
psychological gender from biolog-
ical sex; or which would propose 
that one’s sex could be changed 
through medical or surgical 

means; or which would hold that 
one’s bodily sex could be some-
how wrong or mistaken in light 
of one’s self-perception of one’s 
gender. And in practical terms, the 
Church is also against any medical 
intervention that would damage 
healthy organs in the absence of 
any true medical need.

As we read in Dignitas Infinita: 
“Teaching about the need to 
respect the natural order of the 
human person, Pope Francis 
affirmed that ‘creation is prior to 
us and must be received as a gift. 
At the same time, we are called 
to protect our humanity, and this 
means, in the first place, accept-
ing it and respecting it as it was 
created.’ It follows that any sex-
change intervention, as a rule, 
risks threatening the unique dig-
nity the person has received from 
the moment of conception.”

The Church’s teaching on these 
issues is based in part on our the-
ology. For instance, in Scripture 
we read that: “God created man-
kind in his image; in the image 
of God, He created them; male 
and female he created them” (Gn 
1:27). That is, we as Catholics 
believe an important part of God’s 
plan for humanity involved creat-
ing two equal, but distinct and 
complementary, sexes.

But another component of the 
Church’s teaching is based in the 
natural, biological sciences. The 
physical differences between 
men and women were obvious 
even to ancient observers and 
are even clearer to us now thanks 
to modern medical science. For 
example, we know now that our 
maleness or femaleness is part of 
our DNA, meaning that every cell 
in our body is identifiable as male 
or female.

Although the proper scope of 
the Church’s teaching authority is 
specifically faith and morals, the 
Church’s goal is always to embrace 
the truth, regardless of whether 
that truth is known by faith, by 
logical reasoning or by modern 
scientific evidence.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds 
a licentiate in canon law, is a con-
secrated virgin and a canonist 
whose column appears weekly at 
OSV News. Send your questions to 
CatholicQA@osv.com.

Fr Alan Hilliard

A view from the Quays
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was neglecting one of her greatest 
gifts that in normal circumstances 
bring her great joy and solace. She 
is back playing now and it’s helping 
her to feel alive.

The spiritual exercises of St 
Ignatius tell us that we must be 
where our gifts are being used or 
where they can be used. The spir-
itual journey is one where we must 
find how we use the gifts and tal-
ents that God gives us not because 
God wants us to under obedience 
but because it is there that we are 
happiest and in being happy we 
give glory to God. 

Interestingly enough some of 
the greatest reforms in religious 
life were not about making things 
stricter – it was quite the opposite 
really. The reform of St Benedict 
came about because he realised, 
he was too hard on the monks in 
his charge, and he created a rule 
that allowed the whole person to 
flourish. In a similar vein St Teresa 
of Avila, when reforming the Car-
melite’s, while insisting on deepen-
ing their spirituality, she also made 
sure that they had some down 
time too creating room of leisurely 
recreation – all work and no play 
makes whoever a dull person. St 
Catherine of Siena said, “Be who 
God wants you to be and you’ll set 
the world on fire.”

Talents
Use your talents and live happily. 
Here is a tip that’ll help you move 

in the right direction.
Firstly, identify the various 

areas of your life: There is the 
physical part of life – are we exer-
cising enough, am I unnecessarily 
stiff and sore.

Then there is the mental part 
of my life – am I reading enough, 
doing crosswords, am I spending 
time on the phone or computer 
flicking rather than dwelling on 
good engaging material. Am I 
playing my music or am I danc-
ing or using my head in a way that 
is upbuilding. 

Then the emotional self: where 
do I love and where am I loved.

Then, of course there is the 
spiritual self, how do we connect 
with God? How much time do 
we spend allowing God to catch 
up with us. What helps me live 
a meaningful life? Who is Jesus 
for me?

Fruits
This exercise makes me see what 
bits of me are stuck in the rut – 
the part of us that we need to 
breath into to give it life. The 
feeling of being stuck in a rut 
doesn’t mean all of us are in a 
rut – that’s why this exercise 
is so good. Teresa of Avila also 
said, “Untilled ground, however 
rich, will bring forth thistles and 
thorns; so also, the mind of a 
person.” So, take time to examine 
the fields of our life and identify 
what ones need attention.

Michael R. Heinlein

Learning to wait is an important 
skill to acquire. I am reminded 
of its importance almost daily 
as I help my young children 

come to understand it - and, of course, 
in that process come to understand it 
more and more in my own life, too. 
“Patience is a virtue” I heard so much 
from my mom as a child, echoed now 
in regular reminders I offer the kids.

I was thinking about waiting and 
patience a good deal recently at a can-
onisation Mass while on pilgrimage 
with my family in Rome. And the more 
I thought about that setting, the more 
I thought it was a great place to do so.

The Eucharist, as the source and 
summit of Christian life, has much to 
teach us about waiting. Especially true 
in the case of a canonisation Mass, 
where I went hours early to hold seats 
for my family. The Mass itself is one 
prolonged wait, in some ways, as we 
anticipate our future end and the com-
ing of Christ. What we pray at Mass 
following the Our Father sums up this 
reality rather well: “May we be always 
free from sin and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope of the 
coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.” The 
grace of the Eucharist is what helps 
accomplish this in our lives.

One of the figures who was canon-
ised that morning in Rome was Marie-
Léonie Paradis, a Canadian religious 
and foundress. As is so often the case 
with the cloud of witnesses who have 
gone before us, waiting was very much 
part of her story. Paradis relied on the 

grace of the Eucharist as she expe-
rienced a unique and acute need for 
patience while waiting for God to act in 
her life. She relied on Eucharistic grace 
to uphold, transform and strengthen 
her. Religious life was a tenuous, at 
times rocky, experience for Paradis 
until she understood that God was 
calling her to begin a new community.

Paradis came to realise that she 
needed to be patient as God made it 
possible by attending to the various 
circumstances and personalities that 
had previously prevented it from com-
ing to fruition. Eventually, her congre-
gation for women religious would be 
established, according to God’s will, 
dedicated to the service and support 
of priests and bishops. Through her 
struggles and disappointments, Para-
dis came to realise, as she later said: 
“Have confidence in God as a good 
Father. Don’t you ever believe that God 
will lose you, if you put your confi-
dence in him. Stay in peace, whatever 

happens!”
Eventually, my family arrived, the 

canonisations took place and Mass 
was celebrated. But as we prepare for 
Advent, I keep coming back to the les-
sons in waiting I learned last month. 
They will stay with me for some time. 
And I am grateful for them. Because, 
ultimately, if we embrace Christ’s life 
and let the Eucharistic mystery live in 
us, then we have to become masters 
in patience. We have to learn what it 
means to wait and be at peace with it. 
We have to embrace waiting as a time 
in which God acts.

Newly canonised St Marie-Leonie 
Paradis’ life teaches us to persevere in 
answering God’s call, come what may. 
She reminds me how we must remain 
steadfast yet patient amid obstacles 
and divisions. She models how to 
elevate charity and service at the heart 
of our mission. She lived what St Kath-
arine Drexel once noted - that “the 
patient endurance of the Cross - what-
ever nature it may be - is the highest 
work we have to do.”

And such is the case for each of us. 
This is what the saints do, as should 
we all. May we increasingly rely on 
the Eucharist to nourish and guide this 
in our lives “as we await the blessed 
hope of the coming of our Savior Jesus 
Christ.”

Michael R. Heinlein is author of 
Glorifying Christ: The Life of Cardi-
nal Francis E. George, O.M.I. and a 
promised member of the Associa-
tion of Pauline Cooperators.

A Eucharistic Word: Waiting
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St Marie-Leonie Paradis
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Christ commanded the apos-
tles to preach the Gospel to 
communicate the gifts of 
God to all men. This Gos-

pel was to be the source of all saving 
truth and moral discipline. The Gos-
pel was handed on in two ways: orally 
– preaching - and in writing.

The bishops are the apostles’ suc-
cessors. The apostles gave them their 
own position of teaching authority. 
The Father’s self-communication 
made through his Word in the Holy 
Spirit, remains present and active in 
the Church.

The relationship between 
Tradition and Sacred 
Scripture
“Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scrip-
ture are bound closely together and 
communicate one with the other. 
Sacred Scripture is the speech of God 
as it is put down in writing under the 
Holy Spirit. Tradition transmits in its 

entirety the Word of God which has 
been entrusted to the apostles. It 
transmits it to the successors of the 
apostles so that they may faithfully 
preserve, expound and spread it. Scrip-
ture and Tradition must be accepted 
and honoured with equal sentiments 
of devotion and reverence.

The New Testament itself dem-
onstrate the process of living Tradi-
tion, which the first generation of 
Christians did not have. Tradition is 
to be distinguished from the various 
theological, disciplinary, liturgical 
or devotional traditions, born in the 
local churches over time. These tradi-
tions can be retained, modified or even 
abandoned under the guidance of the 
Church’s Magisterium.

The interpretation of the 
heritage of Faith
The apostles entrusted the ‘Sacred 
deposit’ of the faith contained in 
Sacred Scripture and Tradition, to the 
whole of the Church. The task of giv-

ing an authentic interpretation of the 
Word of God, has been entrusted to 
the bishops in communion with the 
successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome. 
This Magisterium is not superior to the 
Word of God but is its servant. 

The Church’s Magisterium exercises 
the authority it fully holds from Christ 
when it proposes truths contained in 
divine Revelation - dogmas - or also 
when it proposes in a definitive way 
truths having a necessary connection 
with them. Dogmas are lights along 
the path of faith. If our life is upright, 
our intellect and heart will be open to 
welcome the light shed by the dog-
mas of faith. The mutual connections 
between dogmas, and their coherence, 
can be found in the whole of the Rev-
elation of the mystery of Christ.  

The supernatural sense 
of faith
All the faithful share in understand-
ing and handing on revealed truth. 
They have received the anointing 

of the Holy Spirit, who instructs 
them and guides them into all truth.  
“The whole body of the faithful… 
cannot err in matters of belief. This 
characteristic is shown in the super-
natural appreciation of faith.

Thanks to the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, the understanding of 
both the realities and the words of the 
heritage of faith can grow in the life 
of the Church: through the contem-
plation and study of believers, from 
the intimate sense of spiritual reali-
ties which [believers] experience, the 
reading of sacred Scriptures and from 
the preaching.

It is clear therefore that, in the 
supremely wise arrangement of God, 
sacred Tradition, Sacred Scripture 
and the Magisterium of the Church 
are so connected and associated that 
one of them cannot stand without 
the others under the action of the 
Holy Spirit.

Next week we will be exploring para-
graphs 101 to 141, ‘Sacred Scripture’.

The heritage of FaithCatechism of 
the Catholic 

Church

The opening pages of 
the Bible offer us a 
series of stories set 
at the beginning of 

history which are meant to 
explain why the world today 
is as it is. The Adam and Eve 
story about original sin is one 
of those stories. There are 
others. These stories, because 
they use imagery that might 
make them sound like fairy 
tales, can seem total fantasy 
to us, but they are stories that 
are truer than true. They hap-
pened. They happened to the 
first man and woman on this 
planet, and they continue to 
happen today in a way that 
affects every man and woman 
throughout history. They are 
stories of the heart, not meant 
to be taken literally, but carry-
ing lessons for the heart.

One of these “in the begin-
ning”, foundational, arche-
typal, stories is the story of 
the Tower of Babel. In street 

language, it goes like this: In 
the beginning (before time 
was like it is now) there was 
a town called Babel which 
decided it would make a 
name for itself by building 
a tower so impressive that 
all the other towns would 
have to admire it. They began 
building the tower, but some-
thing strange happened. As 
they were building it, they 
suddenly all began to speak 
different languages, were no 
longer able to understand 
each other, and scattered 
around the world, each now 
speaking in a language incom-
prehensible to everyone else.

Lesson
What’s the lesson? Is this 
meant to explain the origin of 
the different languages of the 
world? No, rather it is meant 
to explain the deep, seem-
ingly irreconcilable misun-
derstandings among us. Why 

do we forever misunderstand 
each other? What’s the origin 
of this?

❛❛We might still be 
speaking the same 
language, social 
media and cable 
news echo chambers 
have supplied us with 
different sets of facts, 
values, and visions”

There are multiple ways 
this story can be used to 
shed light on the divisions 
in our world today. Here’s 
one: Writing in The Atlantic 
last year, social psychologist 
Jonathan Haidt suggested 
that there is perhaps no bet-
ter metaphor to explain the 
divisions among us today 
than the Tower of Babel. His 
argument runs this way: 
Social media, the very thing 
that was meant to connect 
us not only to our friends and 
families but to people from 
around the globe, has in fact 
led to a radical fragmentation 
of our society and to the shat-

tering of all that had seemed 
solid, the scattering of people 
who had been a community. 
Take America, for example; 
while we might still be speak-
ing the same language, social 
media and cable news echo 
chambers have supplied us 
with different sets of facts, 
values, and visions that make 
actual conversation increas-
ingly impossible. 

Tensions
As the recent tensions 
around the US Presidential 
elections made evident, as a 
society we no longer speak 
the same language in that 
we can no longer under-
stand each other on virtu-
ally every key issue – global 
warming, immigration, pov-
erty, gender, health, abor-
tion, the place of religion 
in the public sphere, whose 
side truth is on, and, most 
important of all, what truth 
is. We no longer share any 
common truths. Rather, we 
all have our own truth, our 
own individual language. As 
the popular saying goes, “I 
have done my own research! 
I don’t trust science. I don’t 
trust any mainstream truths. 

I have my own sources.”
And those sources are 

many, too many to count! 
Hundreds of television chan-
nels, countless podcasts and 
millions of persons feed-
ing us their idiosyncratic 
version of things on social 
media so that now there is 
scepticism about any fact or 
truth. This is dividing us at 
every level: family, neigh-
borhood, church, country, 
and world. We are all now 
speaking different languages 
and, like the original inhab-
itants of Babel, are being 
scattered around the world.

In the light of this, it is 
noteworthy how the origi-
nal Pentecost is described 
in scripture. The Acts of the 
Apostles describes Pente-
cost, the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, as an event which 
reverses what happened at 
the Tower of Babel. At the 
Tower of Babel, the lan-
guages (the “tongues”) of the 
Earth divided and scattered. 
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
descends on each person as 
a “tongue of fire” so that, to 
everyone’s great surprise, 
everyone now understands 
everyone one else in his or 

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

her own language. 
Again, what is being 

described here is not about 
literal human languages – 
where at Pentecost everyone 
suddenly understood Greek 
or Latin. Rather everyone 
now understood everyone 
else in his or her own lan-
guage. All languages became 
one language. 

Language
What is that common lan-
guage? It’s neither Greek nor 
Latin nor English nor French 
nor Spanish nor Yiddish nor 
Chinese nor Arabic, nor any 
other of the world’s spoken 
languages. Neither is it the 
less-than-fully-compassion-
ate language of the conserv-
atives or the liberals. It is, 
as Jesus and our scriptures 
make clear, the language of 
charity, joy, peace, patience, 
goodness, long-suffering, 
fidelity, gentleness, faith, 
and chastity.

This is the only language 
which can bridge the misun-
derstandings and differences 
among us - and when we 
are speaking it, we will not 
be trying to build a tower to 
impress anyone.

The Tower 
of Babel

By Renata Milan Morales
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The missionary Francis Xavier, 
born in 1506 in Navarre, 
Spain, was a man whose life 
took an extraordinary turn 

through his encounter with Ignatius 
of Loyola at the University of Paris 
in the late 1520s. At the time, Fran-
cis was ambitious for worldly suc-
cess. Yet Ignatius, older and already 
embracing a life of devotion, perceived 
something remarkable in the younger 
man. For nearly three years, Ignatius 
worked to challenge Francis with the 
question, “What does it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and suf-
fer the loss of his soul?” Eventually, 
Francis’ ambitions were transformed, 
redirected not towards personal glory, 
but the glory of Christ.  

In 1534, alongside Ignatius and five 
others, Francis took vows at Mont-
martre, pledging themselves to a life 

of service. Six years later, Pope Paul 
III formally approved their group as 
the Society of Jesus. Francis’ defining 
mission began in 1541 when King John 
of Portugal requested a papal legate 
to minister in the newly established 
empire in India. On his 35th birthday, 
Francis sailed from Lisbon, to embark 
on a decade of missionary work that 
would take him across the East.  

Francis showed an unlimited 
energy for his calling. Whether aboard 
ship or in harbours, he preached, 
heard confessions, taught Christian 
doctrine, and looked after the sick. 
His arrival in Goa marked the start of 
an intense ministry among the poor, 
the enslaved, and the marginalised. 
Although language barriers posed a 
challenge, Francis’ determination to 
teach the faith led him to memorise 
translations of prayers and command-

ments, which he would then proclaim 
across towns, gathering crowds with 
his bell.  

By the end of a month in Tranva-
core, he had baptised over 10,000 
people, often exhausting himself 
physically and spiritually. Yet his fer-
vour only grew. Moving beyond India, 
he went to Malacca, the Moluccas, and 
the Spice Islands, preaching among 
both Portuguese colonists and indig-
enous peoples, even those known as 
head-hunters.  

In 1547, Francis heard of Japan, a 
land yet untouched by the gospel. 
Despite knowing no Japanese and 
facing immense hostility, he arrived 
in 1549. His years there were marked 
by frustration and success. After two 
and a half years, he left behind 2,000 
converts from a population of 15 mil-
lion. Yet, this small flock would later 

give rise to one of the Church’s great-
est martyrdom traditions.  

Francis’ sights turned to China, a 
land almost impossible to enter. In 
1552, he reached the island of San 
Cian near Canton. After weeks of wait-
ing, his plans failed, and he became 
gravely ill. On December 2, 1552, Fran-
cis died alone on the desolate island, 
just 46 years old, buried without cer-
emony.  

Francis’ life was one of extraordi-
nary sacrifice and service. He endured 
privation, illness, and hostility, driven 
solely by a passion for saving souls. 

Canonised in 1622 with his friend 
Ignatius, St Francis Xavier is today the 
patron of Catholic missions. His legacy 
exemplifies selfless devotion, his life 
dedicated not to personal gain but to 
the salvation of others.

St Francis Xavier: All for the glory of Christ

By Renata Milan Morales

Saint 
of the 

week

St Francis Xavier

Jer 33:14-16 
Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 
1 Thes 3:12—4:2 
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Fr Joshua J. 
Whitfield

The Sunday 
Gospel

Your redemption is at hand

Aside from being one of 
the fathers of monas-
ticism, St Benedict is 
also one of the more 

profound spiritual doctors of 
Advent. At least I have long con-
sidered him thus. I think of him 
every Advent and I listen care-
fully to him, like a son listens to 
his father.

Read the Rule of St Benedict, 
the prologue at least, and you’ll 
see what I mean. Of course, the 
whole of the Rule is a master-
piece, but the prologue is by 
itself a rich treatise on the Chris-
tian life that has over the years 
inspired me, sustained me, and 
even picked me up off the floor 
a time or two. He was writing 
for monks obviously, but the 
genius of St Benedict was that 
he understood that monasti-
cism isn’t anything extraordi-
nary. Monasticism is simply the 
Christian life lived in radical 
simplicity. Anyway, my point is 
that you and I can read St Ben-
edict too. He is a spiritual guide 
good for us too.

Conversion
Again, read the prologue. St 
Benedict teaches that the 
Christian life, the monastic 
life, begins between a father 
and a son, a servant and a 
master, a monk and his abbot 
- that is, it begins in relation-
ship. Between the soul and 
God interiorly, but at the 
same time in community, God 
calls each soul to conversion, 
calls each of us to run to him.

Now as with any real spir-
itual masterpiece, the meta-

phors are mixed. The imagery 
of dialogue between father 
and son, monk and abbot, for 
instance, is woven together 
with the imagery of the heart. 
And the heart senses God; the 
heart hears and sees, St. Ben-
edict writes. What he’s trying 
to describe is how the soul 
responds to God; he’s trying 
to describe conversion, how 
it happens within us and 
through us.

❛❛Let us open 
our eyes to the 
light that comes 
from God, and 
our ears to the 
voice that every 
day calls out”

Which is why I consider him 
a spiritual master of Advent. 
Because he describes so power-
fully the first virtues of Advent, 
which are watchfulness, wake-
fulness, vigilance, respon-
siveness. In the prologue, St 
Benedict even cites Romans 13, 
an ancient text the Church still 
reads during Advent likening 
conversion to waking up: “it is 
the hour now for you to awake 
from sleep” (Rom 13:11). The 
picture St Benedict paints is of 
an early morning, the sun light-
ing upon closed eyes.

“Let us open our eyes to 
the light that comes from God, 

and our ears to the voice that 
every day calls out,” St Benedict 
writes. That’s what must hap-
pen first if we’re ever to find 
God looking for us: we must 
wake up, open our eyes, listen.

Again, this is the first simple 
lesson of Advent. That’s what 
this passage from Luke is all 
about. Jesus is again talking 
about the end of the world - 
about frightening cosmic signs, 
nations “in dismay” (Lk 21:25). 
Whether he’s talking about the 
literal end of the world or met-
aphorically about the chaos of 
the world generally - a chaos 
which harries each soul seeking 
the truth - or whether Jesus is 
speaking about both: whatever 
are the exact referents of the 
“signs,” nonetheless, the vir-
tues required of believers are 
the same.

Revelation
“Be vigilant at all times 
and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribu-
lations that are imminent 
and to stand before the Son 
of Man” (Lk 21:36). That’s 
what Jesus was telling his 
disciples to do to prepare 
for the full revelation of God 
on the Cross. It’s what all 
believers are to do in prepa-
ration for all the advents of 
Christ - Christ’s appearing to 
the soul, to the Church, to all 
things in the fullness of time. 
We are to be people who see 
the big picture and who are 
strengthened by it. We are to 
be people who hope because 
we have faith in the begin-
ning and the end, because we 
know.

Which is knowledge that 
should inspire us to live a moral 
life. In the prologue, right after 
St Benedict talks about con-

The head of Christ, 
Warner Sallman

version, he talks about morals 
- turning away from evil, doing 
good. It’s interesting that in 
this passage from Luke, Jesus 
weaves closely together con-
version and the moral life too 
- keeping free from “carousing 
and drunkenness” (Lk 21:35). 
Here we pass from the first vir-
tues of Advent to the first fruits 

of Advent - the beginnings of 
moral living.

And so, what are we to 
learn this first Sunday of 
Advent? Both Jesus and St 
Benedict teach the same thing. 
When God calls, answer. Stand 
up straight, look up and live 
right, for “your redemption is 
at hand” (Lk 21:28). This is the 

simple call of God at Advent. 
It’s just that it’s been Advent 
every day of your life. It’s 
Advent now. So, wake up.

Fr Joshua J. Whitfield 
is pastor of St Rita Catho-
lic Community in Dallas and 
author of The Crisis of Bad 
Preaching and other books.

❛❛What are we to learn this first Sunday of Advent? 
Both Jesus and St Benedict teach the same thing. 
When God calls, answer. Stand up straight, look up 
and live right, for ‘your redemption is at hand’”
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Visionary politicians, please!

An old preacher’s 
story tells of a 
group of people 
walking by a rap-

idly flowing river. They 
notice a man in the tor-
rent, crying for help. One 
of them jumps in to save 
him. Moments later another 
stricken individual appears, 
and another member of the 
group jumps in to help. This 
happens again, and again, at 
which point one of the group 
begins to run on ahead. The 
others shout after him to 
inquire where he is going. 
“I’m heading upstream,” he 
replies, “to find out why so 
many people are ending up 
in the river.”

I was reminded of this 
story recently, while listen-
ing to a radio programme 
during which politicians and 
commentators were speak-
ing about crime and polic-
ing. There was much talk 
about resources, and the 
need to have more police on 
our streets. The discussion 
was reasonable, sensible, 
pragmatic… and desperately 
limited. The entire focus 
was on policing and control. 
There was nothing about 
the root causes of crime; no 
attempt to ‘go upstream,’ 
to ponder the kind of soci-
etal and cultural influences 
that engender crime, and 
the kind of influences that 
might help to deal with it. 
Immediate, on-the-ground 
reaction seemed to be the 
only consideration. 

Factors
It would be foolish to down-
play the importance of 
policing. For as long as there 
is crime, it will be necessary 
to contain it, and to have 
recourse to legitimate, coer-
cive control of criminals. But 
at the same time, there are 
‘upstream’ issues which it 
is foolish not to consider. 
What cultural factors might 
we address? What kind of 

Fr Chris Hayden

society are we seeking to 
create? Are we seeking to 
create a society at all, or 
merely to establish a social 
context in which individuals 
can exercise maximum per-
sonal freedom with minimal 
personal consequences? 

These are important 
questions, and they are 
political questions. It would 
be no bad thing to ask a 
political canvasser what he 
or she thinks society is, and 
what it is for. So, you want 
my vote? Tell me, then, what 
kind of a society would I be 
voting for? What is your 
vision for society?

❛❛We might, for 
instance, ask what 
we are teaching 
our young people 
about freedom, 
and whether 
that teaching is 
accompanied by an 
equal emphasis on 
responsibility”

Policing is about control, 
management; it is neces-
sary because of individual 
and societal failure; it is 
about picking up the pieces. 
The human condition being 
what it is, there will always 
be pieces to be picked up. 
But when politicians and 
would-be politicians seem 
unable to think beyond 
picking up the pieces, this 
should signal to voters that 
they are unlikely to have the 
vision to pursue or effect 
real change. They are more 
likely to continue on with 
the profoundly defective 
notion that the State is both 
the guarantor of maximum 
individual freedom, and the 
body tasked with dealing 
with the consequences of 
how such freedom is exer-
cised. Thus, the guarantor 
of freedom without respon-
sibility, freedom without 
restraint, gradually morphs 
into the police state, in 
which citizens typically 
clamour for ever-expanded 
freedoms coupled with 
ever-expanded policing.

What is the alternative? 
Contrary to populist claims, 
there are no procedural or 

political silver bullets, yet 
we need to look upstream, 
to give serious considera-
tion to the source of soci-
ety’s woes. We might, for 
instance, ask what we are 
teaching our young people 
about freedom, and whether 
that teaching is accompa-
nied by an equal empha-
sis on responsibility. The 
eminent psychiatrist, Vik-
tor Frankl, once suggested 
that the Statue of Liberty 
on America’s East Coast be 
supplemented by a Statue of 
Responsibility on the West 
Coast. Liberty untethered to 
responsibility is not liberty 
– it is licence. 

Vision
There are no quick fixes; 
the lifetime of a govern-
ment is too short for radical 
change. But competent gov-
ernment is not just about 
the pragmatic allocation of 
resources, it is also about a 
vision for society. Indeed, a 
given government must seek 
to pick up pieces, but it can 
and should nudge society 
towards greater cohesive-
ness and health. In order to 
do this, it needs a vision, a 
sense of what a healthy and 
cohesive society looks like, 
and of what ideas, attitudes 
and resources – including 
moral and cultural resources 
– may be brought to the 
task. May the Lord send us 
visionary politicians, and 
not merely political prag-
matists. 

“Why do 
men 

become beasts?”
The question was 

asked by South African 
Archbishop Buti Joseph 
Tlhagale. He was warning 
men that they will be held 
accountable for the treat-
ment of women. “The Son 
of God will make us pay 
for all the things we have 
done, or not done,” the 
archbishop said.

He was specifically 
addressing spousal abuse 
and sexual violence in 
South Africa, but I believe 
his warning stands for the 
men of the West as well.

The newspaper head-
lines tumble over each 
other, from Harvey Wein-
stein and Jeffrey Epstein 
to the recent allegations 
against Sean Combs and 
former Abercrombie CEO 
Michael Jeffries.

We have seen previ-
ously well-regarded lead-
ers of religious movements 
identified as predators, 
and our local newspapers 
routinely report stories of 
sexual violence and abuse 
and the shattered lives that 
follow.

Yet it is not just the 
headlines. The impact of 
pornography on male sex-
ual behaviour, the appar-
ent inability of so many 
men, or man-boys, to make 
a commitment, for fathers 
to take responsibility for 
the children they have 
sired - it all suggests that 
too many of us have lost 
our moral bearings. Too 
many of our gender are 
guided only by impulses 
and appetites.

“Lust is not interested 
in its partners, but only in 
the gratification of its own 
craving, not in the satisfac-
tion of our whole natures, 
but only in the appease-
ment of an appetite that 
we are unable to subdue.”

The author of those 
words is Henry Fairlie in a 
1978 book worth reread-
ing, The Seven Deadly Sins 
Today.

Few take the Church 
seriously on matters of 
sex these days, not least 
because of the hypocrisy 
and flaws of too many of 
its leaders and adherents. 
Yet the Church has for mil-
lennia understood what 
heights man is called to as 
well as to what depths he 
is capable of sinking.

In language that seems 
almost foreign to modern 
ears, the Church teaches 

that “either man governs 
his passions and finds 
peace, or he lets himself 
be dominated by them and 
becomes unhappy” (CCC 
2339).

Given the rampant 
unhappiness today, it 
seems as if our passions 
are running the show. 
“Self-mastery is a long 
and exacting work,” the 
catechism adds. Indeed, 
living a life of virtue can 
seem difficult in this age 
of appetites unleashed, 
yet the challenge of self-
mastery is not foreign to 
men’s nature. In athletics, 
in physical and intellectual 
labour, many men strive 
to meet that challenge. In 
our age, as in every age, 
there are strong and faith-
ful husbands and fathers 
who take seriously their 
vows and live their com-
mitments.

Perhaps what  the 
Church needs to ask today 
is not only why men 
become beasts, but how 
we as a community can 
help men to better them-
selves and their brothers 
in living lives of virtue and 
selflessness.

Greg Erlandson is an 
award-winning Catholic 
publisher, editor and jour-
nalist.

Men behaving beastly
Greg Erlandson
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❛❛The discussion was reasonable, 
sensible, pragmatic… and desperately 
limited. The entire focus was on policing 
and control. There was nothing about the 
root causes of crime; no attempt to ‘go 
upstream,’ to ponder the kind of societal 
and cultural influences that engender 
crime, and the kind of influences that 
might help to deal with it”
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

ADVENT REFLECTIONS
EWTN Sunday December 1, 8.30pm
Fr Joseph Gromley, of the church of the Holy Family, Derry, 
sets the tone for observing the First Week of Advent as he 
speaks about waiting for the coming of the Saviour Jesus.

MORNINGS WITH WENDY
Spirit Radio, weekdays, 10am
Morning talk show with Wendy Grace.

UNREPORTED WORLD
Channel 4 Friday December 6, 7.30pm
Reporter Darshna Soni is in Mexico, where the war on 
drugs has left close to 90,000 people behind bars without 
a trial. 

PICK OF THE WEEK

Blindboy: The Land of Slaves and Scholars

S o m e t i m e s  y o u 
expect a lot from 
a programme and 
are disappointed, 

sometimes you expect lit-
tle and are pleasantly sur-
prised, sometimes you want 
so badly a programme to be 
good and it lets you down.  I 
had a variety of these feel-
ings in relation to the three 
programmes under review 
this week. 

Our Div ine Spark s
(RTE Radio 1, Friday) is a 
new religious affairs pro-
gramme presented by 
Dearbhail McDonald. As 
it is successor to Witness, 
Leap of Faith and The 
God Slot , I was hopeful. 
The f irst item looked at 
the relationship between 
politics and religion in the 
USA with Trump claiming 
that God had spared him 
in that first assassination 
attempt. Some evangelical 
Christians were ignoring 
his moral f laws and seeing 
him as a messianic figure. It 
was uncomfortable listen-
ing to Trump supporters 
singing How Great Thou 
Art . Predictably, the US 
expert interviewed, Marcy 
Wheeler, was very much 
anti-Trump – for the first 
show they could have got a 
more balanced commenta-
tor. Fr Michael Collins gave 
an illuminating account of 
the process of papal elec-
tion in the light of the new 
film ‘Conclave’ - Dearbhail 
McDonald described the 
process as “secretive”… 

Crude language and moral-fl aws blindness

Absorbing intrigue in Sistine Chapel balloting
Film Aubrey Malone

Absorbing intrigue in Sistine Chapel balloting

Conclave (2024)

A pope has died. The throne 
of the Holy See is vacant. A 
successor must be appointed. 

Thomas Lawrence (Ralph 
Fiennes) is Dean of the College 
of Cardinals. He’s chosen to 
oversee the selection process.

He does so reluctantly as he’s 
struggling with his prayer life. 
Tensions rise in St Peter’s Basil-
ica as various contenders throw 
their birettas into the ring.

We are in Edward Berger’s 
nail-biting papal thriller, Con-
clave (12A). It poses the ques-
tion of who will be the next 
leader of the Church? Will it be 
the progressive Cardinal Bellini 
(Stanley Tucci), who believes in 
contraception, gay rights and 
women having a stronger say 
in the Curia? Or the reactionary 
Cardinal Tedesco (Sergio Cast-
ellito), who favours a return to 

the pre-Vatican II Tridentine 
Mass?

Another candidate is Car-
dinal Tremblay (John Lith-
gow). His last meeting with 
the deceased Pontiff casts 
a cloud over his chances. 
There’s also Cardinal Adeyami 
(Lucien Msamati), an early 
front-runner. He could be the 
world’s first African Pope… 
until a dropped tray causes a 
nun to be questioned about 
her past association with him.

Scandals mount up. The 
election becomes a question 
not so much of selecting the 
best man as the ‘least worst’ 
one. Cardinal Bellini’s sar-
donic phrase recalls Pope 
Francis’ remark on Kamala 
Harris and Donald Trump in 
the recent American presi-
dential election.

A surprise package is Car-
dinal Benitez (Carlos Diehz) 
who arrives from Kabul. There 
are questions about his eligi-
bility; he was appointed a car-
dinal in pectore (i.e. secretly). 

This may be a film centred 
on ecclesiastical matters but 
it has all the tension of a Dan 
Brown book – and more than 
one similarity to The Da Vinci 
Code.

There’s humour (have you 
ever seen a cardinal vaping 
before?), a terrorist explosion, 
a series of twists that reveal 
more subterfuge than West 
Wing, and a climactic shock 
that unfortunately reduces 
everything to the level of pulp 
fiction.

Never mind. Along the way 
we have some brilliant perfor-
mances, a whip-smart script, 
a pounding music score from 
Volker Bertlemann – who also 
worked with Berger on All 
Quiet on the Western Front
– and some stunning cinema-
tography.

Isabella Rossellini also 
impresses as the ‘invisible’ Sr 
Agnes. A wise owl, she doesn’t 
say much but sees everything.

Fiennes must be seen as an 
Oscar contender on the basis 

of his performance. With a 
furrow of his brow he can 
convey more than most actors 
who chew carpets. He seems 
to be carrying the weight of 
the world on his shoulders as 
he juggles between the can-
didates and his conscience, 
advocating doubt as a mantra. 

Berger adopts a slow-burn-
ing approach to the incendiary 
material from Robert Harris’ 
novel before ramping up the 
tension to high-octane levels. 
Votes are counted, favourites 
installed and then deposed as 
Machiavellian machinations are 
exposed and the chalice passed. 

This isn’t so much a con-
test between gentlemen as a 
high stakes poker game with 
a major prize. Who’ll win it? 
And in what circumstances? 
You’ll gasp as you find out.

could that not just be ‘con-
fidential’? There was also a 
contribution from Dr San-
dra Cullen from DCU about 
the role of ritual in religion. 
I will listen in again. 

In Blindboy: The Land of 
Slaves and Scholars (RTE 
One, Thursday) we got an 
atheist with a plastic bag 
over his face presenting a 
programme on early Irish 
Christianity. Give me a his-
torian any day.  On the plus 
side, Blindboy had some lit-
erary and spiritual sensibil-

ities, believed that the early 
Christians were a ‘deeply 
religious people’ and had 
great admiration for the 
output and inf luence of 
the monks in terms of their 
literature. The filming was 
excellent, highlighting the 
beauty of monastic loca-
tion like Skellig Michael. A 
few of the experts contrib-
uting had some interesting 
things to say, but there was 
so much wrong with the 
programme – the crude 
language, the plastic bag 

with its ‘lower prices’ tag, 
the irritating background 
music, the cringeworthy 
song at the end with refer-
ence to a ‘cosmic abortion’ 
by St Brigid, the naïve glo-
rification of our pagan past 
(would Blindly last a minute 
back then?). There were fre-
quent digs at the Catholic 
Church - kick it when it’s 
down in case it gets back 
up? 

Pagan Ireland was asso-
ciated with respect for 
Nature, Christian Ireland 
with ‘dominion’, ‘exploi-
tation’, ‘abuse’, ‘slippery 
dynamics’ and cultural 
strangling!  At one stage he 
seemed to blaming Christi-
anity for the lack of bees! Of 
course, Catholic Guilt got a 
mention – does it ever occur 
to people that guilt may 
come from people doing 
wrong and not resolving it 
because they are in denial? 
At one stage a subtitle 
appeared on screen: ‘Blind-
boy may have made this 
up’, which was just weird 
– f lat joke perhaps? Several 
times I thought this show 
was taking the proverbial. 
Towards the end Blindboy 
said “I want a post-Catho-
lic, post-colonial Ireland.” 
Is it the job of the national 
broadcaster to facilitate 
this agenda? 

Last up is Young, Brit-
ish and Anti-Abortion
(BBC One, Wednesday). The 
advance blurb suggested 
it might be a pro-choice 
hatchet job, but this one 

fitted in the ‘pleasantly sur-
prised’ category. Documen-
tary maker and presenter 
Poppy Jay was certainly 
pro-choice, regarding anti-
abortion views as ‘extreme’, 
but at least she was some-
what open-minded and 
respectful. The pro-life 
young adults she inter-
viewed were impressive 
– committed, courteous, 
rational. Jay really seemed 
to like them and see some 
things from their point of 
view. 

Eden McCourt of Abor-
tion Resistance gave a good 
account of herself, making 
f lapjacks for the presenter 
as she explained her pro-
life case incisively but with 
good humour. We saw her 
on the campaign trail focus-
ing on coercive abortion, 
which I presume all femi-
nists would be concerned 
about.  Another impressive 

pro-lifer Madeline Page 
was heading to speak at a 
university, but the vilif i-
cation and harassment she 
faced from-foul mouthed 
and masked protestors was 
so stomach churning, even 
the presenter was taken 
aback. I saw no one being 
arrested for hate speech, 
even though this was 
hugely intimidating. Eden 
and Madeline came at the 
issue from a human rights 
perspective, which made 
the chanting about rosaries 
and ovaries rather odd. 

Later in the programme 
we heard from those who 
took a more relig ious 
approach. James spoke very 
eloquently from this per-
spective, though language 
like ‘abomination’, while 
apt, will hardly win over 
the middle ground. 
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BookReviews Peter Costello

Thanksgiving and the 
making of American myths

Exploring 
the nature of 
our Southern 
Protestant 
neighbours

Mayflower: A Story of Courage, 
Community, and War,
by Nathaniel Philbrick
(Penguin, £23.00 / €27.50); also The 
First Thanksgiving, a single chapter 
extract from the original book, is also 
available separately from Penguin 
booklet.
Peter Costello

Today is Thanksgiving Day in 
the US. These books give a 
popular historical account 
of the Pilgrim Fathers, which 

broadens out the story to make the 
context clear. But in reality the mod-
ern popular ideas about the day are 
part of a foundation myth and often 
myths have little to do with the reali-
ties of history 

For an ultra modern nation the 
United State of America is steeped in 
mythology. Thanksgiving is an impor-
tant aspect of this.

It may derive from the ancient har-
vest home celebrations  across Europe, 
but it has long meant that Christmas 
Day, one of the premier feasts of the 
Christianity, wherever established, is 
strangely neglected - indeed it is hardly 
a holiday at all in the US.

Resolution
Though it may look like an old rural 
feast, it was not in fact until October 
6 1941 that Congress finally passed 
a joint resolution declaring the last 
Thursday in November to be the legal 
Thanksgiving Day, ending an era of 
confusion over the matter that had 
begun back in 1863.

It was supposed to celebrate the 
first season of the Pilgrims in the New 
World, and idealises the relations of 

the intruders with local Wampanoag 
people.  

The national icon of this event is 
a much reproduced painting by Jean 
Louis Gerome Ferris, one  of seventy 
eight paintings celebrating American 
history.  This painting, made in 1915, 
portrays the settlers in a positive light, 
and legitimises the Pilgrims’ behaviour  
towards the Native Americans.

Contrary to the Thanksgiving myth, 
the Pilgrim-Wampanoag encoun-
ter was no first-contact meeting. Rather, 
it followed a string of bloody epi-
sodes since 1524 in which European 
explorers sold captured Wampanoags 
into slavery, or forced them to labour 
for the Pilgrims.

But by the date the picture was 
painted  America had become , not the 
idealised white society of the paint-
ing  but a multicultural society in 
which not only English and Dutch cul-
ture of the Puritans was mixed with the 
cultures of Italian and Polish Catholics, 
Swedish Lutherans and Russian Jews: 
very much the America we see today; 
though now with a further mixture of 
South Asian and Middle Eastern cul-
tures.

But if we take an overview of 
the whole of the landmass of the 
United States we find something 
different. Leaving aside the dis-
placed First Nations, the founda-
tions of American society were not 
in north European Protestantism, 
but in south European Catholicism. 
The oldest city, by date of foundation, 
in the continental US is St Augustine 
in Florida, established  by the Span-
ish on September 8, 1565:  remember 
Pilgrim Fathers only reached Cape Cod 
in November 1620.  Catholic culture 

was for certain a strong element in the 
original creation of the US.

The Spanish settlers in Florida, 
which was ceded to the union in 
1819,  were then the first Latinos in the 
US territory. But later there followed 
the seizure of Texas in 1836.

Seized
Then in 1848, after the Mexican-Ameri-
can War, the US seized what are now the 
several states of California, Nevada, New 
Mexico and Arizona. The Gold Rush of 
1849 in California created the basis of the 
state’s wealth, to which oil and miner-
als were later added.  Thus more Latinos 
were Americanised.

Far from being the alien invaders of 
President-Elect Trump’s imagination, 
Latinos are among the earliest peoples 
settled in the USA.

But not all Latinos were  “wet- backs” 
sneaking over the Rio Grande.  In 1959, 
with the flight of Batista from Cuba, more 
émigrés, this time anti-Castroites fled 
into exile in Florida, creating a wealthy 
Latino social group that still remains 
important in the state’s politics.

 As refugees from a harsh commu-
nist regime these people were wel-
come.  But their presence and political 
position in Florida created another 
nuance in what «Latino» might mean 
in the present day US, for they have 
little in common with the other older 
Latino groups.  

If this sounds like a complicated his-
tory, it is. Commentators like to simplify 
societies, but on the whole individuals 
are complex, and the societies they 
create are also complex.  The supposed 
simple life of the Pilgrim Fathers, which 
Philbrick critically explores,  is truly a 
thing of the past.

The First Thanksgiving , by Jean Louis Gerome Ferris, 1915

Southern Irish 
Protestant - Histories, 
Lives & Literatures,
by Ian d’Alton
(Eastwood / Wordwell, 
€25.00 / £22.95) 
Robert Marshall

Ian d’Alton was born in 
Dublin, moving to Cork at 
the outset of his teenage 
years.  He graduated from 

University College Cork. There 
he read history under Oliver 
MacDonagh before going up to 
Peterhouse Cambridge where 
he wrote a Ph.D. (1972-5).  Sub-
sequently, he joined the Irish 
Civil Service and retired in 
2012 as Chief Executive Officer 
of the Housing Finance Agency.

His interest from under-
graduate days was the identity 
and background of Southern 
Irish Protestants.  They are the 
focus of this collection from 
his writings over 40 years: a 
foil for his own middle class 
urban professional Protestant 
identity, formed in the mid-
twentieth century.

 D’Alton presents twenty-
one essays bookended by Felix 
M Larkin‘s introduction, and 
Alan Ford’s afterword.  Ford 
sums up the challenge pre-
sented to d’Alton: an Irish his-
torian caught in the no man’s 
land between literature and 
science; subjectivity and objec-
tivity; Catholic and Protestant, 
and revisionism and anti-revi-
sionism.

Path
Ever an independent scholar, 
d’Alton ploughs his own path.  
He carefully divides his book 
into six parts each examining 
a theme.  Protestant Culture 
and Protestant Lives pre-
cedes Explaining the South-
ern Irish Protestant. This is 
followed by an examination 
of Literary Luminaries.  War 
and Rebellion follows in 
which the motives of the Irish 
gentry’s involvement in the 
Great War stand against the 
Protestant experience of 1916 
in Dublin and Cork. 

Those essays precede 
part V giving considera-
tion to Partition and Regime 
Change before the final part 

considers Religious Dispu-
tations between Disestab-
lishment and Irish Anglican 
reaction to the promulgation 
of the Doctrine of the Assump-
tion.

 D’Alton highlights that the 
collection attempts to illumi-
nate his fundamental jour-
ney to understand identity 
through the discipline of his-
tory.  Tellingly, this is stated 
in his introductory essay Prot-
estant and Irish echoing the 
title of the successful book he 
co-edited with Dr Ida Milne 
(2019).

❛❛Modern 
Southern Irish 
Protestants are not 
landlords with an 
heir, and younger 
sons for the army, 
the law and the 
church”

d’Alton explains how the 
title “Southern Irish Protes-
tants” reflects what he and 
most of his tribe are not.  
They are not Northern Prot-
estants.  They neither are 
Irish and neither British (as 
many of their Northern co-
religionists would claim to 
be) nor English.  Finally, he is 
not a Roman Catholic.  In the 
book it becomes clear that his 
Protestantism is of the Church 
of Ireland.

 To this list are added other 
‘not’s” indicating what mod-
ern Southern Irish Protestants 
are not.  Memorials in many 
of their churches record 
the social status of former 
landlord families within the 
pre 1922 landed, governing 
and military elites.  Modern 
Southern Irish Protestants 
are not landlords with an 
heir, and younger sons for 
the army, the law and the 
church.  Class, which within 
Protestantism climbed from 
city and agricultural labour-
ers through the gentry to the 
aristocracy and the Crown, no 
longer applies in the repub-
lic’s meritocracy.
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Ireland and the 
Crusades,
edited by Edward 
Coleman, Paul Duffy & 
Tadgh O’Keefe
(Four Courts Press, €49.50 
/  £41.50) 
Peter Costello

I cannot be the only one 
who has wondered 
over the years about 
medieval  Crusaders 

from Ireland. Across West-
ern Europe, from Scotland 
to Sicily, the adventures 
and misadventures of 
these knights of the Red 
Cross are celebrated.  

Yet in Ireland historians 
left us in the dark. Hence 
the great interest of this 
book. While not a defini-
tive history, this series of 
essays by several hands 
casts a flood of light which, 
for me at least, has long 
been a dark corner of our 
national story.

These days crusaders 
have a bad name. Popularly 
they are thought of as bru-
tal invaders of “Arab lands” 
that deserve reprobation.

Yet this is surely a mis-
taken perspective. The 
countries they wished to 
liberate  from the Muslim 
rule,  had been non-Arab 
and non-Muslim until the 
Arabs horde burst out of 
the deserts of Arabia in 
622AD to slew out over 
Syria, Egypt, North Africa, 
Asia Minor, and parts of 
Asia proper.

Nations
Most of these regions were 
all originally Christian 
nations.  It was the Arabs 
who were the brutal inter-
lopers. This is often over-
looked. The crusades were 
mounted to throw back the 
invaders and their new and 
alien culture, and to restore 
Christianity to Palestine.  

The battle of Toulouse 
in 721 saw at last the turn 
of that tide when the Mus-
lim invasion of France was 
thrown back; though it was 
not until 1492, the year of 
Columbus, that the Moors 
were finally expelled from 

Spain.  
But by this time the Arab 

expansion was not only 
failing, Arab society had 
failed to develop its sci-
entific knowledge. Indeed 
North Africa which had 
been the “breadbasket of 
Rome” declined into steril-
ity and desert under Arab 
and Ottoman rule, as did 
Mesopotamia. They made 
strides in chemistry and the 
use of gunpowder, but the 
achievements of the Greeks, 
which they preserved, but 
which in their hands did 
lead to industrialisation.

For a larger view of the 
subject readers will still 
benefit from Sir Stephen 
Runciman’s   three volume 
classic A History of the Cru-
sades. For other tastes there 
is that classic novel, Knight 
with Armour by Alfred 
Duggan, much admired by 
Evelyn Waugh, which still 
retains its lean and effective 
power.  For younger readers 
there is Ronald’s Welsh’s 
most evocative Knight Cru-
sader, which set off my 
own interest in this era as 
a schoolboy; it is still avail-
able from Slightly Foxed 
Editions.

❛❛The crusade 
zeal was a matter for 
the Anglo-Norman 
community. The 
chieftains of Gaelic 
Ireland had little 
interest in freeing 
Jerusalem from 
aliens, when they 
desired to free 
Ireland from its own 
invasive aliens”

The main focus of  Ire-
land and the Crusades is 
not surprisingly on actual 
crusades, but on the activi-
ties of the Military Orders 
that spring from them,  the 
Templars, and the Knights 
Hospitallers, and their role 
in local history in Ireland. 
These essays break new 
ground and will be read 
with interest in many dis-
tricts of Leinster and Mun-
ster.

The crusade zeal was 
a matter for the Anglo-
Norman community. The 
chieftains of Gaelic Ireland 
had little interest in free-
ing Jerusalem from aliens, 
when they desired to free 
Ireland from its own inva-
sive aliens. The earlier 
warfare with the Vikings 
was recast around the bat-
tle of Clontarf as a crusade 
against dangerous pagans.

But then in turn the 

Normans claimed that 
by invading Ireland they 
were purifying the devi-
ant Christianity of the Irish 
(as described so dubiously 
by  Gerald de Barri). Cen-
turies later the Irish chief-
tains, at the time of the 
Flight of the Earls, around 
1607, failed to arouse Papal 
interest in a crusade in Ire-
land against the now Prot-
estant English in Ireland, as 
Kathryn Hurlock explores 
in her contribution.   

Crusaders
Not that there were a few 
real crusaders. The essay 
by Ciaran McDonnell on 
Geoffrey de Geneville and 
his brother Jean de Join-
ville , “from the Boyne Val-
ley to the Holy Land”, does 
deal with actual crusad-
ing, though some of it was 
against the Cathars  in the 
Occitane in the 12th cen-
tury, which was at heart 
more an effort to extend 
the domains of the King 
of France that to deal with 
heretics. It did not involve 
Muslims at all.

Tadhg O’Keefe provides 
a final summary of the 
state of the matter. Over 
the last few years interest 
has strongly revived among 
historians about crusader 
matters in Ireland. New 
research has expanded on 
the limited explorations  
of Litton Falkiner in the 
19th century, revealing 
neglected aspects of Irish 
history that deserve  fur-
ther exploration.

For folklore enthusi-
asts of Dublin Emer Pur-
cell provides an account 
of the supposed “Crusader 
mummy” of St Michan’s 
Church, which along with 
a supposed “nun”, was for 
long a sight of Dublin. 

However, earlier this 
year the vault in Church 
Street was broken into 
and the coffins vandalised 
and mummies burned. The 
vault is now closed, the 
future of the exhibition 
uncertain.  

An expert from the 
National Museum, so I have 
just been informed, is due 
this week or next to inspect 
the damage, and perhaps 
take samples to assess the 
age of the remains.

It is doubtful that they 
will ever again be on show. 
In future rather than Cru-
sader of old visitors will 
have to make do with the 
coffins of the patriotic 
brothers Sheares from 
1798, and the supposed 
grave of Robert Emmet 
(one of several contend-
ers for that honour) in the 
little cemetery behind the 
church.

Irish knights and the 
liberation of Jerusalem

 Having stated the ‘not’s 
one of D’Alton’s methods is to 
use literature as a source.  He 
returns frequently to Eliza-
beth Bowen, Iris Murdoch 
and other Southern Irish Prot-
estant writers.  They observe 
in their writings the forces 
which shaped lives during 
the period in which they 
wrote.  They note particularly 
the insularity of Southern 
Protestant existence, even its 
exceptionalism. 

Distinguished
These writings have to be 
distinguished from the work 
of a novelist such as Hilary 
Mantel. Whereas Mantel pre-
sents history to the public 
through novels set in carefully 
recorded historical contexts, 
Bowen, Murdoch and Trevor 
write from their contempo-
rary observations. 

These writings are his-
torical sources for d’Alton. 
Of Dalton’s icons, only Eliza-
beth Bowen receives detailed 
treatment from Declan Kiberd 
in Inventing Ireland (1995).  
Their concerns differ:  Kil-
berd’s was  to present authors 
who helped shape modern 

Ireland: d’Alton to mine per-
ceptively his icons’ literature 
of record and so highlight 
change.

❛❛The destination 
in the author’s 
words is to ‘what a 
sense of place and 
attachment means 
to this little people 
hood on a small 
island’”

 D’Alton’s volume is the 
“offcuts of the ethnic and cul-
tural rather than the purely 
devotional” as  it  “paints dif-
ferent landscapes of identity 
and belonging.” Hence, readers 
should not expect it to describe 
or assess the present temporal 
or spiritual strength of Southern 
Irish Protestant communities, 
still less the welcome arrival of 
the new Irish. Nor should read-
ers expect pointers to the future 
of those communities. 

As this review outlines, the 
volume is about how those 
minority communities col-
lectively shed baggage as their 

world changed, and travelled to 
establish confidently their place 
in modern Ireland.  The desti-
nation in the author’s words is 
to ‘what a sense of place and 
attachment means to this little 
people hood on a small island’.  
The author offers this sense 
to his northern co-religionists 
and Unionists friends who, in 
the fullness of time, may find 
it useful.

  In launching Southern Irish 
Protestants, Brian Dobson drew 
on a statement by Emmanuel 
Macron that Huguenot blood 
ran in the veins of France.  Dob-
son demonstrated from this 
book that Protestant blood runs 
through the veins of Ireland.  

This volume, d’Alton’s per-
sonal quest, and the example 
of his career demonstrate that 
truth.  Elegantly written, with 
pithy and perceptive, often wry, 
turns of phrase, these essays 
will well repay the reader’s 
thought and reflection.

Robert Marshall, a priest 
in the Church of Ireland tra-
dition, is Diocesan and Pro-
vincial Registrar of Dublin. 
He writes here in a personal 
capacity.  

Elizabeth Bowen, by 
Patrick Hennessey, 

Crawford Art Gallry Cork

i
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SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers, 
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. 
Removed and disposed of in a proper manner. No 
job too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015.

SEEKING LONGTERM FRIENDSHIP 
DUBLIN 18 LADY SINGLE 54, seeks loving caring 
sincere professional 61-64 preferably Dublin for long 
term relationship. I am a caring kind loyal person.  
Hope to get council place soon as I am on priority 
list and likes to have a meet with someone before 
gets it. Tel: 0892210929

Please pray for the beatifi cation of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

Just ring 01 5240139 if you’d like more information, 
or to let us know about your legacy. �ank you for 

the good you leave behind.

Hundreds of men and women at their darkest hour, 
come to Merchants Quay Ireland for food, showers and 
support when there’s nowhere else to turn. 

A gift in your Will in any amount, will change lives. 
And we’ll always remember your kindness.

You can decide a specific amount or give a percentage 
after taking care of your loved ones. Even 1% is enough 
to help.

All your solicitor will need is this:

• Merchants Quay Ireland of 24 Merchants Quay, 
Dublin 8

• Revenue CHY Number: 10311
• Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20026240

A gift in your Will 
to Merchants Quay 
Ireland can be lifesaving.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Your Lasting Legacy

Many people are choosing to include a loving gift in theirWill to support
families, children and young people experiencing homelessness.

You canmake a real difference by helping future generations find a place
called home.

Formore information, please contact Assia:
086 103 3130 assia.buono@focusireland.ie

Focus Ireland, 9 - 12 High Street, Christchurch, D08 E1W0
Focusireland.ie

Challenging homelessness. Changing lives.
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Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323 Gordius 446

Across
1 Fearful creatures of folklore 

developed in blob? Gosh! 
(10)

6 Travelled quickly, scooting 
past every dawdler at first 
(4)

10 & 15a These avian seasonal 
visitors might make a grebe 
tense (5,5)

11 He wrote lots of letters 
- from the capital of 
Minnesota? (5,4)

12 Denizens of the ice rink (7)
15 See 10 across
17 Rocky outcrop (4)
18 Sacred (4)
19 Ms Doolittle, of ‘Pygmalion’ 

and ‘My Fair Lady’ (5)
21 Fast food establishment that 

makes one sprightly? (7)
23 & 34a Team sport might be 

burning you (5,5)
24 See the cardinal and Patrick 

involved in a tiff (4)
25 Attest that Vera is upset (4)
26 An easily taken goal, 

or the result of a faucet 
installation? (3-2)

28 Great joy (7)
33 Transmit over the airwaves 

(9)
34 See 23 across
35 The Spanish potassium’s 

good for such creatures (4)

36 Can Gene hop around here 
in Denmark? (10)

Down
1 Central parts of wheels (4)
2 Classic actors’ good luck 

wish that might make a 
barge leak (5,1,3)

3 Group of eight (5)
4 One doesn’t succeed when 

roles are reassigned (5)
5 Cuticle (4)
7 Location for quiet needlework 

(5)
8 Italian cheese might make 

the colt elated (10)
9 Reel, walk unsurely (7)
13 Every Englishman accepts 

cold ham starters (4)
14 One can show respect for a 

item of regalia (7)
16 How caring, to scorch one 

piece of furniture (10)
20 While getting better, the 

little devil is wandering (9)
21 Type of poison (7)
22 Ms Fitzgerald is to be found 

in a cellar (4)
27 Wine of poor quality (5)
29 Metric unit of capacity (5)
30 Make physical contact (5)
31 Portuguese city with a 

distant ring to it (4)
32 Presently, one will see ‘The 

Headless Clergyman’ (4)

Across
1 After you cook it in water, 

crack this open to enjoy it 
(6,3)

7 This pirate is Peter Pan’s 
enemy (7,4)

8 Selected (5)
9 Goes over articles, and gets 

them ready to be published 
in the paper. (5)

11 Wicked (4)
14 Pulled sharply. (6)
16 Number that means a 

single thing (3)
17 Enormous (8)
18 Use your lips to do this (4)
19 Very harsh (6)

Down
1 Two-wheeler (7)

2 Getting better at something 
(9)

3 You use it to rub things out 
(6)

4 Bert’s best friend in Sesame 
Street. (5)

5 Getting bigger. (7)
6 You put this in a fountain 

pen (3)
10 Sorrow (7)
12 A person speaks with this 

(5)
13 Go away (5)
14 The name of a book or 

film. (5)
15 A type of lizard (5)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 337 Gordius 460

SOLUTIONS, JUNE 11
GORDIUS No. 459

Across – 1 Spacecraft  6 Flog  10 On cue  11 Fragrance  12 Crashed
15 Turin 17 Emus  18 Unit  19 Accra  21 Jackdaw  23 Lunge  24 Emit

25 Halo  26 Salvo  28 Pharaoh  33 Inflation  34 Rioja  35 Gush
36 Holy Orders

Down – 1 Snow  2 Accordion  3 Evens  4 Rifle  5 Fear  7 Liner
8 Green Party 9 Fretsaw  13 Ha-ha  14 Desktop publishing

20 Cameo role  21 Jehovah 22 Asia  27 Lifts  29 Handy  30 Rarer
31 Lido  32 Jaws

CHILDREN’S No. 336
Across – 1 Barack Obama  6 Tablets  8 Touch  9 Heels  10 Prince

13 Rescue  16 Beetle  17 Cobweb  18 Log  19 Kettle  20 Euro
Down – 1 Butcher  2 Robbers  3 Chess  4 Oyster  5 Autumn  7 Shoe

10 Pebble – 11 Ice Age  12 Colour  14 Elope  15 Cow
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26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

There is no greater legacy that will leave a mark 
on future generations than supporting our pro-life 
and pro-family work.
With your legacy commitment today we will 
Rebuild a Culture of Life in Ireland.
Call for our free brochure today to find out how 
you can save countless lives for years to come.

Legacy 
for Life

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a 
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or 
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Your Last Gift Means we 
are Always First There

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means 
We Can Be First There When 
Conflict and Crisis happen

goal.ie/GiftInWill

Your Last Gift Means we 
are Always First Thereare Always First There

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means 
We Can Be First There When 
Conflict and Crisis happen

goal.ie/GiftInWill

Your Last Gift Means we 
are Always First There

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means 
We Can Be First There When 
Conflict and Crisis happen

Leave a Lasting Legacy to 
Rehab Group:  Empower 
others through your will.

Leaving a gift in your will to Rehab 
Group enables people to pursue 

opportunities, be more independent, 
participate in society and live the life 

of their choosing.
To learn more about the

difference your legacy will make.
Call: (01) 2057200

Email: fundraising@rehab.ie

For further enquiries contact: 
Fundraising Department

Rehab Group Head Office
10D Beckett Way, Park West Business Park, Dublin  D12 K276

Charity number: CHY 4940
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20006716

Celebrate the Word of God daily with the

prayer companion

Subscribe now to get Magnificat 
delivered to your door.

Six months €35

+353 (01) 687 4024 - magnificat@irishcatholic.ie
www.irishcatholic.com

One year €62

Classifieds:  01 687 4095

The Miracle 
Prayer

Dear Heart of Jesus,
In the past I have asked for 

many favours.

This time I ask for a 
special one. (mention here)

Take it, dear Heart of 
Jesus, and place it within 
your own broken Heart 

where your 
Father sees it.

Then, in his merciful eyes, 
it will become your favour, 

not mine. Amen.

Say this prayer for three 
days.  

SMB
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SOLUTIONS, NOVEMBER 21
GORDIUS No. 690

Across
1 Fir  3 Boxer shorts  8 Random  9 Enormous  10 Lille  11 Deeds  13 Futon  15 Hassock  16 Spanner  20 Tardy  21 

Roots  23 Aloha  24. Sardinia  25 Serene  26. All-star cast  27 Net
Down

1 Firelighter  2 Ringlets  3 Booze  4 Elevate  5 Herod  6 Rioted  7 SOS  12 Secret agent  13 Facet  14 Nappy  17 Napo-
leon  18 Archaic  19 Corral  22 Swift  23 Adept  24 Spa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34

35 36

Across
1 In which to make cof-
fee (10)
6 Covered a cake (4)
10 Form of matter that 
is neither liquid nor gas 
(5)
11 Experienced through 
watching another (9)
12 Green gemstone (7)
15 It describes an ani-
mal returned to its wild 
state (5)
17 The largest continent 
(4)
18 What a bookie will 
quote you (4)
19 Small dog (5)
21 Variety of poison (7)
23 Untrue (5)
24 Finest point in a 
career (4)
25 Gas used in tube 
lighting (4)
26 Not yet ignited; in 
darkness (5)
28 Relevant (7)
33 Bearing, mood (9)
34 American state, capi-
tal Augusta (5)
35 Excise payment or 
obligation (4)
36 Delicious salad plant 
(10)

Down
1 Small bouquet (4)
2 One who is looked up 

Crossword Gordius 691

to and imitated (4,5)
3 Command (5)
4 Blacksmith’s block (5)
5 Sound of pain (4)
7 Group of voices sing-
ing in a church (5)
8 Disavowal (10)
9 Introductory piece in a 

book (7)
13 Distorted (4)
14 Repairing with 
needle and thread (7)
16 Perplexed (10)
20 Make amends, or 
make the figure tally (9)
21 In or near the middle 

(7)
22 Portal (4)
27 Restrict (5)
29 Eagle’s nest (5)
30 Impersonate (5)
31 Roman garment (4)
32 Part of a camera (4)
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For more information  
about leaving a legacy  
to � e Irish Catholic,  
phone 01 687 4028 or  

email info@irishcatholic.ie

For over 130 years, 
� e Irish Catholic has been a 

voice of hope and inspiration for 
Catholics in Ireland.

We will pass 
on  the � ame 
of faith.

Leisure timeLeisure time

CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS
WHITEFRIAR STREET CHURCH

56 AUNGIER STREET, DUBLIN 2

Mass office open daily 
Mon - Sat 8 30am to 4pm

Sun 10am to 2pm
Online 24/7

www.whitefriarstreetchurch.ie
Enrolments for Christmas Mass 

Bouquets now available.
Selection of Christmas Cards, 

Calendars and gifts
Telephone 01 475 8821 / 01 472 0927 
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Simple tips on how to not say Mass
The inquiry into the Grenfell 
Tower fire published its report 
last September.  The Specta-
tor carried a commentary 
piece by Peter Jones on ‘The 
Lessons of Grenfell’ , which 
noted that steps were to be 
taken to ensure that such a 
disaster would not happen 
again.

Safety regulation and tech-
nology ensure we can do far 
more about disasters than 
the Romans ever could, he 
commented. But his telling 
point followed: “Passing yet 
more laws will not prevent 
more Grenfells: it is not the 
laws that count but the moral 
values of the people working 
under them.”

Your thought for the day.

Notebook Fr Bernard Cotter

If you wanted a book about say-
ing Mass, would you turn to a 
professor of maths and computer 
science? My guess is that you 
wouldn’t — but I have come across 
one who writes well on the sub-
ject — and has a catchy title to his 
topical book to boot.

How Not to Say Mass was Pro-
fessor Dennis Smolarski’s 2006 
book. If I wrote a book on Mass, 
I’d want to borrow that name from 
Fr Smolarski (yes, he is also a Jes-
uit).  Here’s a sneak preview of my 
unwritten tome: a few ideas about 
how to keep people engaged in 
Mass — through participation, 
speed and silence.

1. Participation: We priests 
shouldn’t say Mass as if we were 
the only participant!

Once people have the chance 
to participate in the Mass, it never 

feels boring.  Children bringing 
up the bread and wine concen-
trate vividly as they wait for their 
moment of glory (as do their par-
ents). Young people reading the 
bidding prayers have to be atten-
tive so they don’t miss their time 
to come forward and pray. These 
prayers can be read by up to six 
young people – why not!  

Churches have bigger occa-
sions to celebrate from time to 
time, especially in rural Ireland — 
the opening of a new GAA pitch, 
the anniversary of a local club, 
the retirement of a sacristan.   A 
procession from the door at the 
start should involve many people, 
carrying mementos that imagina-
tively reflect the occasion.

Songs help too. In this COVID 
has been our friend. Irish peo-
ple were told not to sing during 

COVID so due to our centuries-old 
contrariness, we haven’t stopped 
singing since. And often now the 
whole church sings. Once people 
have the chance to participate in 
the Mass, it never feels boring.

2. Speed: it kills the Mass
COVID has made a difference 

with regard to the duration of 
Mass too. It’s not that people want 
a long and boring celebration, it’s 
that most who come to Mass now 
want to be there, so they are not 
in a rush.

The crowds who used to arrive 
late and stand at the back have 
largely vanished. COVID  did for 
them — not that it killed them 
off literally, it forced a decision, 
it helped churches shed the luke-
warm and the distinctly cold. 
If people are at Mass now, it is 
because they want to be there, so 
they can invest in a substantial 
celebration, not 30 minutes or 
fewer, but maybe 40 or 45 min-
utes. How not to say Mass? Speed-
ily!

3. Silence (It’s golden!)
In every Mass I celebrate I find 

five spots for silence (in Sunday 
Mass, but at weddings and funer-
als too): at the Penitential Rite, at 
the start of  the opening prayer, 

after the homily, before the end 
of the Bidding prayers and after 
Communion. Those 100 seconds 
give everyone a  chance to enter 
the silence and pray in their 
hearts.

How not to say Mass? With 
too many words and not enough 
silence.

I welcome your tips at  frber-
nard1984@gmail.com

“A word or a smile is often 
enough to put fresh life in a 

despondent soul.” - St Therese

REMEMBER THE HOLY 
SOULS IN NOVEMBER

If you wish to have Masses offered 
for friends or loved ones who have 
died, please send us a list of 
intentions and a minimum stipend of 
€7 (but more is very welcome) as an 
offering to the priest who will 
celebrate each Mass.  
By helping poor priests in this way you 
are aiding the work of the Church in 
mission lands. 

YOUR MASS IN THE MISSIONS

Our benefactors will be glad to know 
that in addition to the daily Mass 
offered for their intentions, Mass is 
offered each day for all deceased 
Little Way benefactors and friends.

CAN YOU HELP PROVIDE A 
WELL?

The Little Way is constantly receiv-
ing requests for funds to sink wells 
in order to provide clean water, the 
lack of which causes much illness 
and many medical needs.  On 
average, women in Africa and Asia 
walk approx. three hours every day 
to fetch water, often in scorching 
heat.
Every euro you send will be sent direct.

“A word or a smile is often 
enough to put fresh life in a 

The Little Way 
Association

A bishop in Mozambique 
badly needs funds to 

construct a parish church
Bishop Diamantino Antunes IMC of Tete in Mozambique 
has written to The Little Way Association to tell us of the 
situation in the new parish of St Martin de Porres in 
Mpadue.  A parish church will be an immense blessing to 
this parish where Catholics now pray in the open air, 
and Bishop Diamantino earnestly hopes The Little Way 
can help him.

“Located in central Mozambique the population of the 
diocese is estimated to be 3 million, of whom 700,000 
are Catholics,” the bishop writes. “Evangelization began 
here with the arrival of Jesuit Fathers in the sixteenth 
century. The future parish church of St Martin is located 
in the surroundings of the city of Tete. The people here 
suffer from poor housing and much poverty, both 
material and spiritual. Our Catholics have to pray under 
trees in the parish grounds and there are many sects 
here which prey on the faithful, making them false 
promises of healing and prosperity.  

“The new church will improve pastoral care and 
provide a proper setting for the celebration of the 
Eucharist, catechesis and formation meetings. The new 
church, when finished, will make it possible to carry out 
more effective religious and social work among the 
children, young people and the poorest, in particular.  

“May Saint Therese, whose great desire was always to 
be childlike in her approach to God, inspire your 
supporters in that spirit to give generously to our 
appeal. I assure you that all donations will be much 
appreciated and will help us greatly with this project.”

Please can you help?

Every euro you send will be gratefully received, and 
will be sent without deduction to Bishop Diamantino 

in Mozambique, to build the parish church of St 
Martin de Porres.IC/11/16

THE LITTLEWAY ASSOCIATION
Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR

(Registered Charity No. 235703)Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466
www.littlewayassociation.com

Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:

Address

Name  (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss) (Block letters please)

To donate online go to 

I enclose €........................ to be allocated to:

€..................... DONATIONS FORTHE
MISSIONS ARE SENT WITHOUT

DEDUCTION FOR ANY
EXPENSES.

Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement

€..................... 
€.....................

www.littlewaysassociation.com

€..................... 

IC/M /D

TO BUILD ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, 
Bishop Diamintino Antunes, Mozambique                                                   
WELLS AND CLEAN WATER
HUNGRY, SICK, AND DEPRIVED
MASSES (please state number of Masses ....)
We ask for a minimum of €7 or more for each Mass
LITTLEWAY ADMIN EXPENSES€..................... 
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Can I recommend a book? I have 
read this one three times; I find 
more cause for reflection each 
time. The Gift of Being Your-
self is its name, sub-titled ‘The 
Sacred Call to Self-Discovery’, 
by David G. Benner (InterVarsity 
press 2015) with a foreword by 
M. Basil Pennington.

And no, it’s not an exercise in 
psycho-babble by one of those 
‘cos-I’m-worth-it’ peddlers. This 
book is profoundly faith-full. 
Penner’s  thesis is that if I find 
God I find my true self, and if I 
find my true self I find God.

It helped me a lot. It could 
help you too.


