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‘Our priests are constantly burying
young people who die for want of a

reason for living’ — Bishop of Derry
ey

There is a “crisis” among young people who “we are losing
to self-harm, through addiction and reckless actions”, the
Bishop of Derry has warned.

Bishop Donal McKeown told The Irish Catholicthat “our
priests are constantly burying young people who die for
want of a reason for living”, while also saying the Church
must be a “prophetic voice” and critic of Government.

While some people say nothing about the issue, the
bishop said, others ask, “how can we stop this?’

“They don't ask: ‘How is our worldview actually nour-
ishing dysfunctionality? How is it actually promoting a
negative worldview that has no hope? ‘Eat, drink and be
merry for tomorrow you die’ really is not a terribly motivat-
ing ideal,” Bishop McKeown said.

“If all you can tell young people is ‘Have fun’, ‘Life is too
short to say no’, ‘Let’s feel good'... These are ads, slogans
that are being churned out to them. If you keep telling
them that, no wonder they will say ‘what on earth’s all this
whole living thing about?’ It’s good for the market, but our
jobisto critique what the strong would like us to promote.”

The bishop warned that the current dominant ideology
in Ireland is as “intolerant as Catholicism ever was intoler-
ant of dissidence”.

“Our job is to ensure that for the sake of young people
that we can offer this integrated view of who the person
is and also an integrated worldview which helps them to
make sense of science, art, music, literature, mathematics,
physics and all of those things within a particular

The Blshop of Ossory Niall CoII recently joined members of the Syro-Malabar comnﬁunify for Mass and catechism class at St 7
Canice’s Church, Kilkenny.
» Continued on Page 2
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‘Our priests are constantly
burying young people who
die for want of a reason for
living’ — Bishop of Derry

» Continued from Page 1
transcendental horizon, rather
than just in terms of the one-
dimensional ‘liquid society’
Pope Francis talked about
recently in Dilexit Nos [the
Pope’s encyclical on the Sacred
Heart].”

He added: “There’s a whole
crisis out there and I think our
job, not being on the inside any-
more, is that where possible as
Christian churches together to
be on the outside having a pro-
phetic voice. Being a friendly
critic.”

The “tectonic plates” of
politics are changing across
the world, according to Bishop
Donal, and with an election
coming up in the south he

of principles”.

off on how we are as societies
tearing them to pieces becomes

in, then why do you expect the
population to not believe that
is an acceptable way of argu-
ing? So yes, there is, in a con-
text of fear, always attempt
for retrenchment, pulling back
behind the walls, and we have

well,” he said.
O See full
upcoming edition

Passing the falth on 1n Co Cavan

‘Trappists’, on a historic

c : move, has found a new com-
as well. If mocking people and © munity merging three estab-
. lished ones.

acceptable for leaders to engage :

The three communities

i are Mount Melleray Abbey
: from the Diocese of Water-
¢ ford and Lismore, Mount St
: Joseph Abbey, Roscrea from
: the Diocese of Killaloe and
: Mellifont Abbey from the
: Diocese of Armagh.

that temptation in Church as :

The communities have

: been engaging in discus-
interview in :

sions of discernment and

reflection about the union
: for some time. Finally, on
: November 3, following votes

of the three communities,
Dom Rufus Pound (monas-
tic commissary of all three
communities) requested
their union.

On the same day, acting in
the name of the General Chap-
ter, the Abbot General and his
Council approved the union.
With that, the three existing
communities had their exist-
ence supressed and a new
community was established,
with the rank of Abbey and
called Our Lady of Silence.

Following the approval of
Our Lady of Silence’s foun-
dation, Mother Marie Fahy,
abbess of Glencairn was
appointed to exercise the
authority of Father Immedi-
ate of the community until
the General Chapter of 2025.

Mother Fahy appointed

The end of an Era: New
monastic commumty born

warned of having an “absence
: Renata Steffens

“If there’s no ground of prin- The Order of Cistercians

cipleon whichyou canactually : ¢ 1o strict Observance

argue, it becomes a sparring : (0.C.5.0.) also known as

match, and that obviously rubs

Dom Rufus Pound as supe-
rior ad nutum with permis-
sion of the Abbot General
and advice of the brothers
of the conventual chapter of
Our Lady of Silence.

The three communities
carry centuries of Irish his-
tory between them. Mount
Melleray Abbey was founded
in 1832, the Mount St Joseph
Abbey was founded in 1878
and the new Mellifont Abbey
established in 1938, with the
old abbey dating from 1142.

At the moment, the broth-
ers of Our Lady of Silence
are still living in their origi-
nal monasteries. They will
come together in one of the
three places to start the life
of the new community, but
the definitive location was
not yet decided.

Inside the church at Mount
Melleray Abbey

David Crosby. Photo: Paul Céllaghan

Staff reporter

prayers, inspirational poems, quotes and motivational words of :
encouragement to be ‘passed on’ from one generation to the next. :

Tributes paid to Gabriel Doherty

The first edition was published in 2012 as an initiative of the
Parish Pastoral Assembly. This new edition was edited by Ann Burns

and the Kingscourt Parish Assembly team over the past ten months. :
“The previous book was a huge success and gave great com- :

Le 1 ou > : Staff reporter
edition. We feel this new edition will also touch people. The : — -
: Historian and broadcaster

: Gabriel Doherty died at the

The book was launched by local man David Crosby, “who : age of 56 last Friday, Novem-

himself is an inspiration, with an inspirational story of faith, : ber 8. Mr Doherty was a lec-

hope and positivity having overcome major health chal- : turerat the University College

¢ Cork School of History and a

fort and consolation to the thousands who bought the previous

new edition has been kindly sponsored by LINK Credit Union,”
said parish priest Fr Gerard MacCormack.

lenges,” Fr MacCormack said.

In his talk during the launch, Mr Crosby remarked that many :

of the prayers and inspirational words found in this book sup- : he edited two books and con-
: tributed to many articles and

: historical journals.

ported him through his double lung transplant and his recent
kidney transplant.
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. of the conventual chapters

. llliana Ochoa Bravo

¢ Global leaders have gathered in Baku,
: Azerbaijan for the UN Climate Change
: Conference (COP29) since November 11,
. the event will continue until November 22.

Ahead of the conference, Bishop of

: Kilmore and Laudato Si’ coordinator of
¢ the Bishops’ Conference Martin Hayes
: urged Irish negotiators in Baku “to be,
: on our behalf, generous of spirit in rec-
: ognising the burden imposed on poor
The community of Kingscourt Parish, Co. Cavan celebrated on :
November 7 the launch of a new edition of Pass it On, a book of

countries by rich countries like Ireland.”
These UN Climate Change Conference

seek to agree on how much money should
go each year to helping developing coun-
tries cope with climate-related costs.

In his statement, Bishop Hayes men-
tioned Pope Francis apostolic exhorta-
tion Laudate Deum (Praise God for all
his creatures). In that document, the
Pope highlighted the use of fossil fuels
causing climate change and the need to
prioritising renewable energy measures.

“The intertwined climate and bio-
diversity emergencies require radi-
cal and carefully aligned actions to be
undertaken. In this regard, I wish to
highlight the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Con-

Bishop Hayes talks about climate change ahead of COP29

ference initiative to return 30% of Church
grounds to nature by 2030. It can be a
positive first step on the part of par-
ish communities. Similar initiatives are
required on a global scale to respond to
the call of Laudato Si”, the bishop said.

“The recent tragic events in Spain
have demonstrated the vulnerability of
even a well-developed European coun-
try to extreme events supercharged by
greenhouse gas emissions...At COP29,
global leaders have a chance to secure
transfer of finance and support to
those who are at the coalface of this
climate crisis.”

widely published historian,

Mary E. Fitzgibbon, a
spokesperson for Ireland
Stand Up, a lay initiative
that stands up for Ireland’s
Christian Faith and Heritage
said “It is with great sadness
that we learned of the death
of our long-time supporter
Gabriel Doherty.” And added:
“Gabriel supported us from
the very beginning, 13 years
ago, in our efforts to have Ire-

-
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land’s Embassy to the Holy
See in Villa Spada reinstated.

The Irish Capuchin Fran-
ciscans said on a social media
post they “were shocked and
saddened by this news of the
sudden passing of Dr Gabriel
Doherty.” The order said Mr
Doherty “was a great friend
to the Capuchin Friars in Cork
and instrumental in bring-
ing to life our Conference

and Commemoration in 2016
exploring the Capuchins and
the Rebellion.”

Mr Doherty’s reposing will
be at the Temple Hill Funeral
Home, Boreenmanna Road
on November 14 from 5pm to
6pm. The requiem Mass will
be at 11am on November 15
in St Columba’s Church, Doug-
las and burial afterwards in St
John’s Cemetery, Ballinrea.
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Irish bishops in solidarity

Renata Steffens

Bishops from six dioceses
across Ireland are currently
on a trip to Ethiopia with
Trécaire, the agency of the
Catholic Church. Trécaire
says this visit has the pri-
mary aim to bear witness to
the vital work that has been
done in that country in the
name of the Irish Church.
The visit will last one week,
from November 9 to 17.

The delegation is com-
posed of Trécaire CEO,
Caoimhe de Barra, Trocaire
Church Manager, Jane Mel-
lett, Archbishop of Dublin
Dermot Farrell, Archbishop
of Cashel and Emly Kieran
O’Reilly, Bishop of Killa-
loe Fintan Monahan, Bishop
of Kildare and Leighlin Denis
Nulty, Bishop of Kilmore
Martin Hayes, Bishop of
Ossory Niall Coll and Direc-
tor of Communications of
the Catholic Communica-

tions Office, Martin Long.

The Trécaire work in Ethi-
opia focuses on sustainable
livelihoods for people and
also empowering women
and young girls. In the north
part of the country, where
the bishops are visiting, they
work with farmers.

Trécaire has been work-
ing with them to improve the
agriculture and create options
for alternative sources of
income.

Martina O’Donoghue,
Head of Programme Impact
and Learning at Trécaire, who
was head of programmes for
Ethiopia for eight years, told
The Irish Catholic this visit
is important for a number of
reasons.

“To show the bishops, and
by default their communi-
ties and members of the dio-
ceses, the work that the Irish
Catholic Church is doing in
Ethiopia. We are the Catholic
Church, we've been given that

task by the Church in Ireland.”

Another reason is showing
solidarity to Ethiopian people.
“That’s been hugely impor-
tant to the Ethiopian Church
over the years, particularly
the Tigranian Church. Over
the last few years, with the
war, they’ve been isolated.

“At times, all communica-
tion was shut off in the area.
But through all of that, the
Church stood with them, the
Catholic Church of Ireland,
the bishops, Trocaire, we
stood by them all through
that and made sure that we
put the Church and the peo-
ple of Tigray in the centre of
things.

“I think, they felt at the
time the world was turning
their back on them, but they
knew that Ireland and the
Church wasn’t doing that, so
[ think it's just a huge sig-
nificance for them to see the
bishops, and this number of
them coming in solidarity.”

Increase in enquiries
to diocesan priesthood
gives ‘hope’ for future

Brandon Scott

Speaking ahead of the ‘Come and See’ retreat
this weekend in St Patrick’s College Maynooth,
an event organised for men exploring a voca-
tion and reflecting “more deeply on a call” to
diocesan priesthood, the National Diocesan
Vocations Coordinator for the Irish Episcopal
Conference said that the rise in the number
of enquiries discerning a vocation to diocesan
priesthood gives priests involved in fostering
vocations “great hope” and a sense “that the
future for the Church in Ireland is good”.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic, National
Diocesan Vocations Coordinator Fr Willie
Purcell said that the principle of the retreat
weekend is to allow men who have been con-
templating a vocation to diocesan priesthood
to explore this idea in an official setting and
with greater conviction.

“The ‘Come and See’ is really an invitation
to men who are discerning with their voca-
tions directors a call to diocesan priesthood,”

he said. “The weekend is bringing together
these men to reflect more deeply on the call to
diocesan priesthood and as well as that what
it means to become a seminarian - that’s why
we hold it in St Patrick’s College, Maynooth.”

The recent rise in men beginning formation
to the diocesan priesthood is also reflected in
the number of enquiries that vocations direc-
tors are currently experiencing and Fr Purcell
said that this rise in numbers making contact
with vocations directors gives those involved
at the centre of vocations in the Church “great
hope” that “the future for the Church in Ireland
is good”.

“As National Vocations Coordinator, I would
be in touch with vocations directors and
what’s coming back from the vocations direc-
tors is that there is an increase in the number
of enquiries in relation to diocesan priest-
hood,” he said. “These inquiries are men who
want to explore it and this gives us great hope
for the future because it gives us a sense that
the future for the Church in Ireland is good.”
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Cost of living and housing to the

fore as politicians start knockmgé

: Renewal
. programme at
: Knock Shrine

= : The Winter Faith
: Renewal programme
: at Knock Shrine offers a
. variety of events based
 on music, family, parish
: enrichment and spiritual
retreats, to inspire and
. enlighten.

Brandon Scott

Politicians have reported
that the main issues emerg-
ing at the doors of houses
across the country as they
canvass their way around
country lanes and sprawling
estates primarily concern
the “incredible” cost of liv-
ing and the lack of housing,
issues that are contributing
to an “overwhelming sense
that the Government has
lost control”.

Speaking to The Irish
Catholic, Aont( leader Pea-
dar Téibin said that con-
versations on doorsteps
have revolved almost solely
around “the bread and but-
ter issues”.

“It’s really been about the

bread and butter issues,” he
said. “It would only be one
in about 200 or 300 houses
that you might get a ques-
tion on culture war issues.
The issues that are coming
up are cost of living, hous-
ing, immigration, health,
crime and anti-social behav-
iour, and transport.

“There has been an enor-
mous amount of waste by
this Government in terms
of the National Children’s
Hospital, the bike shed, the
modular homes, etc. We're
saying to the people, ‘the
Government has wasted
your money, don’t waste
your vote too.”

Independent TD Carol
Nolan said that the “incred-
ible cost of living burden” is

A new estate under development. Photo: Busmess Post.

a major issue in her constit-
uency of Laois-Offaly and is
resulting in an “overwhelm-
ing sense that the Govern-
ment has lost control”.

“The main issues revolve
around access to housing
and the incredible cost of

‘Groundbreaker’ activist
priest dies in Belfast

Staff reporter

Tributes have been paid to
Fr Myles Kavanagh, who
served the community of
Ardoyne in Belfast for over
60 years and died last Sun-
day. Originally from Dublin,
Fr Myles came to Belfast
before the Troubles began
and stayed throughout, ded-

icating himself to the people
in Ardoyne and helping revi-
talise the area economically
and socially.

Fr Gary Donegan, who
worked alongside Fr Myles
for years as a Passionist
priest at Holy Cross Parish,
said he will be remembered
as a ‘groundbreaker’.

Fr Gary said: “His idea
was of justice and peace

through employment and he

groundbreaker.”

November 14 at 11.00am.

living burden, including
exorbitant energy costs,”
she said. “Also, lack of
access to health services
and the virtual disintegra-
tion of supports for special
needs children, immigra-
tion levels spiralling out of
control with a multi-billion
Euro price tag and a grow-

: ing trend of anti-social and
: criminal behaviour at a time
: of reduced garda visibility.

“There is an overwhelm-

: ing sense that Government
: has lost control in eve-
¢ rything, from housing to
. immigration to crime to the
¢ cost of living.”

was involved in the setting :

up of many cottage indus- :

tries. He practised a form of | that the decisions taken

radical religiosity, he lived :
his life in a form of libera- ; Nave led to the emergence
. : of issues encompassing the
tion theology and he was : cost of living, immigration,
: housing, and the treatment

Fr Myles’ Funeral Mass : of Christianity and Chris-

will be held on Thursday :

Independent TD for Tip-
perary Mattie McGrath said

by a series of governments

tians in the country.
“Policies that successive

Heroism hailed after terrorist attack on London Bridge
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Most Rev. Eamon Martin, Archbishop of Armagh, presents Joanne Saunsbury, native of Co. Wexford, with the Cross of
Merit, pro merito melitensi, recognising her courage and skill in the face of the 2017 terrorist attack on London Bridge,
where she provided a member of the public with life-saving care. Mrs Saunsbury was previously trained in first aid by
the Wexford Unit of Order of Malta Ireland, and was awarded this at the Order’s Annual Requiem Mass. Photo: John

McElroy/Maxwell.

homeless,” he said. “There’s

mental health in Tipperary.

“Cost of living, immigra- :

tion, housing, and people liv- :

ing with the consequences would be ideally suited for

of their children emigrating : """ better insight int
as aresult of them not being : gain a better insight into
ble to get a house for them- : their meaning, those who
d . : would like to start a Bible
selves are the issues. There :

is also a huge concern about : f5se who use the Lectio

the attack on Christianity :

and the changing of our
focus as a country.”

Independent TD for Kerry :
Michael Healy-Rae said that :
for people in Kerry the main :
“housing, :
health, homes, roads and :
infrastructure, employment, :
; ; PN “ : November 19 to December
immigration” and also “the 10 in St John's welcome
: centre, from 8pm to 10pm.

issues concern

Assisted Dying Bill”.

Winter Faith

Over the coming weeks,

: renowned guest speakers

governments have imple- will host a range (.’f
: workshops on Scripture,

mented in recent years have : the Sacraments and

just literally undermined : cpristian art. Beginning on
our communities, our safety, :
and our prospects of getting :

houses or dealing with the :

November 19, Holy Land
expert Fr Benny McHale
will provide a four-night

. introduction to St Luke’s
also been a huge neglect of :
 Church’s Gospel for next

Gospel, which is the

year.
This gentle course

those who would like to

study in their parish or

Divina approach to the

: scriptures.

No previous knowledge
is needed. Bring a copy of
the Bible with you and, if
you do not have a copy,
one will be provided. This
free course will take place
over 4 Monday nights from

Preparations
for Jubilee Year
have begun

Renata Milan Morales

The Holy Door of St Peter’s
Basilica will be opening in
less than 40 days, marking
the beginning of the Jubi-
lee Year, an event that takes
place every 25 years.

“The Jubilee Year 2025
offers us many opportuni-
ties. I think its central mes-
sage of hope is important
for our world,” explained
Bishop Fintan Gavin of Cork
and Ross to The Irish Catho-
lic. Bishop Fintan Gavin is
working on the prepara-
tions for this occasion on an
Irish level, “the challenge is
trying to bring a universal
message back to the local
Church. We’ll do that in vari-
ous ways through our places
of pilgrimage... One of the
big events is the Jubilee of
Youth, which we’ve already

begun preparing with vari-
ous movements, and reli-
gious orders with youth
ministries.”

The Irish Episcopal Con-
ference has recently held
a virtual meeting with
over 40 youth representa-
tives, “and it was very well
attended,” shared Bishop
Fintan Gavin. “The hope is
to make the Jubilee of Youth
accessible, especially since
the next World Youth Day
in South Korea is quite far
and costly. We're actively
working on accommoda-
tions and flights, to make
Rome a viable option,” said
Bishop Fintan Gavin. The
Jubilee Year is not only
about Rome, “The goal is to
strengthen the faith within
the local Church and ensure
these larger events support,
rather than replace, local
faith-building efforts.”
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very sad story

emerged this past

week about an

xford student who

killed himself: a story which

revealed much about our
times and values.

Alexander Rogers was 20
years old and a third-year
student at Corpus Christi col-
lege, studying science, and
predicted to get a First. He
was described at an inquest
as “kind, funny and an incred-
ible friend to many”; it was
said that he “spread joy and
held the brightest smile in
the room”.

But he took his own life
by jumping into the Thames
after he was boycotted - or
“cancelled” - in the cur-

rent parlance, after a “sexual
encounter” that elicited a com-
plaint.

Cancelled

The young woman involved did
not accuse Alexander of rape
or of non-consensual relations,
but she told friends she felt
“discomfort” about this “sexual
encounter” they had shared.
Word got around, and Alexan-
der was cancelled, ostracised
and excluded by his peers and
friends. Overcome with shame

and remorse, the student killed
himself, leaving a note of “love
and regret” for his family.

The Coroner, Nicholas Gra-
ham, found that the college was
dogged “with a form of cancel
culture, involving the exclu-
sion of students from social
circles based on allegations...
often without a fair hearing.”
Issues relating to sex or race
often prompted these “cancel-
lations”. The sociologist, Frank
Furedi, an academic himself,
says that he knows of many

A sad student story

athleen Watkins,

as has been widely

noted, was a

ovely person, and

her marriage to Gay Byrne

must have been designed in

heaven, for he couldn’t have

met a woman in the whole

world who was better suited

to him (and surely vice-
versa).

Kathleen was a talented

musician, a fine presenter

and performer, and in her
latter years, a gifted and suc-
cessful children’s author. Yet
she was never the kind of
woman who might be seen
as competing with her hus-
band. Gay, for all his reputa-
tion for modernising Ireland
(and indeed advocating the
introduction of legal divorce)
was quite an old-fashioned
guy on the domestic front.
He'd never have married a

full-on feminist. He liked “the
mammy” to be in the home,
not breaking glass ceilings in
the corporate world.

Kathleen always remained
her own person: she was
secure in herself, and con-
fidently developed her
own gifts. But she was also
a dedicated mother - and
grandmother - as well as a
well-night perfect wife. And
a woman of faith.

cases where students are pun-
ished by their peers for alleged
offences on everything from
“cultural appropriation” to veg-
etarianism.

But the story of Alexander
Rogers touches on a wider

e new movie, mainly for kids,
“Paddington in Peru” is another
installment - the third - in the
beguiling narrative of the epon-

ymous bear who has captured so many
hearts. (My forty-something son thought
“Paddington 2” one of the most moving
films he’d ever seen, and he’s no pushover
for sentimental tales.)

The new Paddington, in which the
bear returns to Peru, is evidently a par-

able about emigration and adaptation.
Paddington hails from Peru originally,
but proudly acquires a British passport
with his adoptive London family. Now
he is journeying back to Peru to find his
Aunt Lucy and re-connect with his roots,
and his bear tribe. Lots of adventures and
stunning South American scenery ensue:
but at the end of the story, Paddington
decides that though he likes discovering
his roots, he has now integrated into the

host society in London. And it’s all right to
have mixed feelings about this.

This third sequel also features some
dancing nuns (in full habit, as nuns are
always portrayed), although it turns
out that Olivia Colman, as the Reverend
Mother, has a somewhat gangster side.
But the jolly sisters at least make a change
from the regulation “evil nuns” now such
stock figures on our screens.

scenario too. Young people
have not been sufficiently
acquainted with the fact - as
Camilla Paglia has so often
pointed out - that “sexual
encounters” can involve risk,
danger and hurt. Feeling
“discomfort” after an unwise
fumble is precisely what you
should feel.

Yet if a person makes a
mistake, that can be an occa-
sion of apology, and forgive-
ness - not of social ostracism
or vindicative revenge by
peers.

Not only are some of these
students highly judgemental,
according to Professor Furedi,
but they are thin-skinned
to an extraordinary degree:

wearing a Japanese kimono
can lead to an allegation of
“cultural appropriation”; a
student who identified as a
witch wanted her whole col-
lege cancelled because a sum-
mer solstice party “offended
her religion.”

Perhaps the young woman
who prompted the boycott of
Alexander Rogers now feels
wretched about it: so she
should. But college authorities
should also take a firmer line
with “cancel culture”. Univer-
sity is supposed to be about
learning to be tolerant.

It is such a sad story, and
once again, an illustration that
suicide is always a tragedy.

A gift in your Will
to the Mater Hospital
Foundation is the
promise of help, hope
and healing for the
next 100 years..
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‘Everything we do reflects i 8

on God’, Fr Ron Rolheiser

. unique St
. Martin of Tours
. Novena

A new novena prayer to St
: Francis of Tour has been

- composed by Fr Roland

: Colhoun, based in Co.

. Tyrone.

Renata Milan Morales

The Newman Centre of Faith
and Reason, based in Dublin,
is hosting their Annual New-
man Lecture. In this occasion,
they are welcoming Fr Ron
Rolheiser, who will be speak-
ing on ‘not our tribal deity’.

In a recent conversation
with The Irish Catholic, the
author shared that he will
be reflecting on “how we
must free up our concept of
God from tribalism, national-
ism, legalism, false fear, false
piety, and sometimes excused
expressions.”

Expanding on this, Fr
Rolheiser explained, “We're
always creating a God in our
image and likeness who can
serve our interests. We've got
ourselves caught in legalism

- like the pharisees. Ideol-
ogy plays into this one factor,
but it’s not the only factor.”
“Whatever you do, try not to
make God look stupid because
everything we do reflects on
God,” he added.

Fr Rolheiser has observed
throughout the years that
“The world is just different.
No Christian has ever lived
like this before. We haven't
helped this generation find
the forms to live the faith,”
pointing out that “Faith isn’t
too explicit anymore, but
implicitly, underneath, there
is faith, and we have to have
new imagination that can
help people articulate what
they're feeling and eventually
moved them to Christ.”

What role could imagina-
tion have in Faith revival? Fr

Rolheiser, mentioning the
Canadian philosopher, Charles
Taylor, points out that “he
[Charles Taylor] would look
at Ireland and say, ‘you're not
experiencing a crisis of faith,
you're experiencing a crisis
of imagination’. Faith is tak-
ing different expressions, and
we still haven’t been able to
articulate that.” Fr Rolheiser
continued, “We have a Chris-
tianity that has an incredible
intellectual imagination. We
have a wonderful theology,
and we have libraries of books
that can save two worlds, but
we can't get people to fall in
love anymore with Jesus and
with the Church. We don’t
have to be afraid of Church
renewal.”

Fr Rolheiser mentioned
that the Church has been in

a Gaeltacht Parish

Staff reporter

For the first time, a relic of
Carlo Acutis, the soon-to-
be saint, will visit a Gael-
tacht Parish (Irish language
speaking region). “Failte
roimh chach go dti an 6caid
speisialta seo,” ‘All wel-
come to this special event’,
expressed the host of this
unique event, Fr Eoghan 0

Cadhla, Parish Priest.
Monsignor Anthony
Figueiredo from Assisi will
bring this first-class relic to
St Vincent’s Church, Bally-
ferriter parish, Co. Kerry on
Friday November 22 and Sat-
urday 23, 2024. This relic,
of which only four exist, has
already been displayed for
veneration in various coun-
tries, most recently in Can-
ada and the United States

of America.

the world.”

and walk among us.”

The Church’s future

Young people, JPIl Award Leaders and Clergy from the Parish of Clones pictured with
Bishop Larry Duffy, Fr Leo Creelman (Diocesan Youth Ministry Chaplain), guest speaker
Mickey Harte and Supreme Knight John Murphy, Knights of Saint Columbanus during
the Award celebration of Clogher Diocese on November 8.

this situation before, “if you
go back to St Francis of Assisi,
him and Clare. They refired
the imagination of Christian-
ity. Or later on, Dominic and
Ignatius did this too. We need
a new Francis, a new Clare.

: We need a new Dominic.”

Carlo Acutis relics visit

: priest mentioned that “I can
: see Catholics dealing with
: somebody who comes to
¢ church, but we no longer
: know how to get somebody
Monsignor :
Anthony says that “the life :
of Carlo is proof that you can :
do great things in ordinary :
life and make ordinary life :
extraordinary and his life is :
an example for the youth of :

Talking about the strengths
of the Catholic Church the

to come to church. The evan-
gelicals light more fires under
people, but they have trouble
sustaining it. Whereas we
[Catholic Church] can sustain
it.”

Commenting on the recent

¢ synod and its role in Church

The theme chosen for :
the visit is a quote from the :
Confession of St Patrick, “We :
beg you, holy youth, to come :

renewal, Fr Rolheiser notes
that “a lot of people are going
to be disappointed with the
synod. What did it accom-

: plish? Pope Francis got peo-

doesn’t seem like much. It

results.”

cluded.

Diocese of Down
and Connor
contributes to abuse
redress scheme

Brandon Scott

The First Minister and dep-
uty First Minister of North-
ern Ireland confirmed last
Tuesday that a contribution
has been received from the
Diocese of Down and Con-
nor towards the Historical
Institutional Abuse (HIA)
Redress Scheme.

This payment, which fol-
lows a contribution from the
De La Salle Order in Septem-
ber, relates specifically to
homes managed jointly with
the order.

First Minister Michelle
O’Neill said that she wel-
comes “this second pay-
ment relating to these

homes. While financial com- :
pensation can never address :
the pain suffered by victims :
and survivors of historical :
abuse, each contribution :
represents an acknowledg- :
ment of responsibility that :

is essential to the healing : works that celebrate

) o . the birth of Christ,

Deputy First Minister, :
Emma Little-Pengelly, said :
that _victims e_md SUTVIVOTS - therwise overlook.
continue to live with the :
lasting impacts of abuse :
and trauma, and holding :
those responsible to account :
is vital in their journey :
towards healing. We appre- :
ciate the Diocese of Down :
and Connor’s contribution, :
and the De La Salle Order’s :
. the art.

process”.

continued cooperation”.

Irish priest
author of

“For the last fortnight,

: I've been praying for a

: young fellow who is trying

. to make some important

. decisions for his future. In

. the closing days of October,
. he asked my advice and

. requested my prayers. He

. picked November 11 for

ple of all ideologies into a :
room to sit down and talk :
to each other. This is what it :
accomplished. Pragmatically, :
. explained. However, they
was more about changing a :
spirit and bringing a kind of : prayer, leading the priest
a more of a dialogical model : ¢ put one together.
into the Church rather than :
just straight hierarchy. But if :
people are going to look at : :
just the results, they're not : shrines of France next year

going to see a lot of practical Tours Shrine. “Now I have a

“The Church is going : Praver to give to my fellow

through a phase,” noted the :
priest. “We always need to :
never get down or lose hope. :
The Church has been in this :
place before. It didn’t die. We :
must live in hope. Hope isn’t :
optimism, but God’s promise :
that the Church isn’t going :
to die. God is still alive, and : workshop earlier this year,
Christ is still rising from the :
dead. And the Church will :\ya1come return to Knock
rise as well,” Fr Rolheiser con-  Shrine for the third day of
. the explorative Christian

© art series, examining how
: artists have interpreted

: the Divine through artistic
: works. ‘Viewing and

. Reflecting - Presentations

: on the Nativity in Art and

. Scripture’ takes place on

: Saturday, December 7 in

* Knock Prayer Centre. She

. will be joined by Rev Dr

: Eugene Duffy.

his project. Since that is
the Feast of St Martin of
Tours, I suggested doing
a Novena,” Fr Colhoun

couldn’t find a satisfactory

Fr Colhoun is leading a
pilgrimage to some of the

with a stop at St Martin of

pilgrims,” he said.

Exploring
Christian art in
Knock Shrine

Following her engaging

Dr Nora Donnelly makes a

Dr Donnelly is an
educator, art critic and
artist and has written
extensively about the value
of the experience of art to
humankind. Nora will offer
fascinating insights into
some of the great artistic

concentrating on minute
details that we might

Dr Donnelly will show
a number of paintings that
depict the various views of
some Renaissance artists
while Fr Eugene Duffy
will provide a scriptural
reflection on each of the
main themes displayed in
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Oliver and her family can see
a brighter future ahead.
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In the world’s most vulnerable communities, climate change is causing deadly hunger.
Failed rains and devastating droughts are destroying lives. But a gift in your Will to
Concern Worldwide can help build a future without hunger. Your legacy can give hope,
supporting farmers like James and Oliver to lift their families out of poverty and change
the fate of the next generation in the face of the climate crisis.

Create a future without hunger _
with a gift in your Will today. pmrEs

ER uf’“' =

To learn more and receive your free brochure,
contact our Legacy Manager Siobhan 0’Connor.

01417 8020 legacy@concern.net CO“CERN

Registered Company Number: 39647 Registered Revenue Number: CHY 5745 1
Registered Charity Number: 20009090 Registered address is 52-55 Lower Camden worIdWIde
Street, Dublin 2



8 | Comment |

The Irish Catholic, November 14, 2024

US Election - lessons for Irish politicians

Nuala O’Loan

rish politicians may well
be looking warily on the
US election results as they
move into the race for
power. There can be no doubt
that Donald Trump won the
election because he was listen-
ing to what mattered to the
people of the United States,
and planning to address their
very real concerns which echo
many of the concerns of the
electorate in Ireland. Immigra-
tion, the economy and infla-
tion all figured very high on
the American agenda, yet Vice
President Harris had little to say
on these matters. What she did
say was that there was noth-
ing she would change about
Joe Biden’s policies. This was
clearly a massive mistake.
Ugly language is a hallmark
of American elections. Trump
uses words in a way which is
very offensive to many on occa-
sion, but there can be no doubt
that the people of America

December
19, 2024

TheIrish Catholic

The Irish Catholic’s first-time Winter Legacy
Edition will set out the importance of making a
Will and the significant difference that can be -
made through making a legacy donation. The Irish Y
Catholic provides a direct channel to 90,000
readers who are ideally placed to consider
planned contributions through bequests. The Irish
Catholic’s legacy editions provide a respected

have embraced him regardless,
as he won the Presidency, and
Republicans have control of
both Houses of Congress.

66 Her running

mate, Tim Walz signed
a Law in Minnesota
allowing the state
“temporary emergency
jurisdiction” in cases
where a child had
been unable to obtain
gender-affirming care”

People were desperate for
change. They had seen Demo-
cratic policies lead to spiralling
levels of illegal immigration;
cities where hundreds of peo-
ple were living on the street
in tents, where drug addiction
had spiralled out of control
fuelling the levels of homeless-
ness; a 22% increase in grocery
and fuel prices in the last few
years; to crime especially shop-
lifting occurring on a massive
scale, and prosecutions being
very rare, leading small busi-
nesses into bankruptcy because
they could not afford the scale
of the losses they were experi-
encing; where “defunding the
police” - i.e. making it impos-
sible for normal policing to
function - was the cry not just

of a few misguided souls but a
cause trumpeted even by some
politicians.

What did Kamala Harris
offer? Hers was the language of
“reproductive rights and “trans
rights.” There seemed to be lit-
tle more. In April 2023 her run-
ning mate, Tim Walz signed a
Law in Minnesota allowing the
state “temporary emergency
jurisdiction” in cases where a
child had been unable to obtain
gender-affirming care. Camilla
Long reported in the Sunday
Times that 14,000 children
in the US have had surgery to
change their sex over the past
five years.

Misinformation
Some of her rhetoric was
clearly untrue. She conducted
her campaign with massive
emphasis on the fact that
Donald Trump had deprived
American women of “bod-
ily autonomy”, of “the right to
healthcare”, of how since Roe
v Wade was overturned by
the US Supreme Court wom-
en’s lives have been in danger,
even lost. She never alluded to
the fact that Trump had made
abortion a matter to be decided
by individual states.

As was the case here in
Ireland, facts were misrepre-
sented.
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A supporter of Republican President-elect Donald Trump celebrates at his victory rally at

the Palm Beach County Convention Centre in West Palm Beach, Florida, November 6,
2024, after Trump was elected the 47th president of the United States. Photo: OSV News/

Carlos Barria.

In 2012, in Ireland, Savita
Halappanavar tragically
died. She was widely reported
to have died while pregnant
because she was refused an
abortion. A coroner’s inquest
found that the actual cause of
her death was an infection with
a virulent antibiotic-resistant
strain of E.coli compounded by
a series of system failures. HIQA
and the HSE also found that her
death was due to medical fail-
ures.

In America, Amber Thur-
man, the woman about whom
Harris spoke, was approxi-
mately nine weeks pregnant
with twins when she took
abortion inducing drugs. Sev-
eral days later she went to hos-
pital having experienced an
incomplete abortion.

There was no foetal car-
diac activity - the twins were
no longer alive. She was given
antibiotics, and surgery was
performed approximately 20
hours later. She died on the
operating table during the pro-
cedure.

66 The role of

the traditional

media during

this election was
extraordinary. There
was lots of very
limited reporting and
much deliberately
misleading reporting”

Harris said she died because
she was refused treatment
because she was pregnant.
This was untrue. She was no
longer pregnant. The evidence
is that she died, having taken
the drugs to induce an abortion,
because of medical malpractice
in not operating as a matter of
urgency. Amber Thurman'’s
death was undoubtedly a trag-
edy, but she did not die because
she was refused an abortion.

The role of the traditional
media during this election was
extraordinary. There was lots
of very limited reporting and
much deliberately misleading
reporting, individual instances
of which were replayed repeat-
edly to portray Donald Trump
as some sort of monster. He was,
for example, called a “Nazi” and
“Hitler”, a “fascist” as a conse-
quence of misreporting of the
incident in which, referring to
ariot, he said “I'm not talking
about the neo-Nazis and the
white nationalists” and contin-
ued “there were good people
on many sides”.

Criticism

This was reported as his saying
that Nazis were good people by
the simple technique of omit-
ting the words “I'm not talking
about the neo-Nazis and the
white nationalists.” He subse-
quently said “Racism is evil.
And those who cause violence
in its name are criminals and
thugs, including the KKK, neo-
Nazis, white supremacists,
and other hate groups that are
repugnant to everything we
hold dear as Americans.

We are a nation founded
on the truth that all of us are
created equal. We are equal in
the eyes of our Creator. We are
equal under the law. And we are
equal under our Constitution.
Those who spread violence in
the name of bigotry strike at
the very core of America.”

They called him racist,
yet many Latinos and Afro-
Americans recognised that his
policies would benefit them far
more than Harris's would and
voted accordingly.

They called him a warmon-
ger whose unpredictability
would make the world a less
safe place. Yet as President,
Trump did not take America
into war, he is calling for the
conflicts in Gaza and Ukraine
to be brought to an end. The

world needs those conflicts,
like all others, to come to an
end. It is to be hoped that he
can be an influence for good in
these conflicts.

The lawful movement of
people across the world is nec-
essary for societies to develop.
We have international obli-
gations to care for refugees.
Yet, countries have borders to
define their territory, and they
need to protect those borders
to protect their peoples. Illegal
Immigration is a major prob-
lem in Ireland, in the UK and
in most countries of the world,
including America.

66 His election came
as a surprise to many
in the media”

It enables organised crime
such as drug smuggling and
human trafficking, and even
terrorism. Trump has said that
he will deport those found by
the courts to be illegally in
America. In April he said, “I will
be complying with court orders.
I will be doing everything on a
very legal basis. I have great
respect for the Supreme Court.”
He has spoken of his desire to
unite the American people. This
is not widely reported.

Some 75 million people
voted for Trump. Republicans
have control of both Houses of
Congress now, which should
facilitate Trump in his avowed
aim to improve the lot of ordi-
nary Americans. He has four
short years to do this.

His election came as a sur-
prise to many in the media.
They could not see that woke
issues were not as important
as economic issues for people
struggling to live in a world
which has become increasingly
difficult.

Irish politicians could learn
from America’s experience.
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‘Through silence, we allow the
Lord to speak,’ F arry White

Renata Milan Morales

n a society increasingly

distracted by screens and

fast-paced living, a grow-

ing number of people
are finding meaning and pur-
pose through the tradition of
Eucharistic adoration. Fr Barry
White, a parish priest based
in Mullingar, pointed out the
power of adoration, noting the
impact of groups like Youth
2000 and Pure in Heart as he
told The Irish Catholic prior to
the yearly event, ‘40 hours Ado-
ration’, hosted in the Cathedral
of Christ the King, Mullingar.
“People have discovered their
vocations through adoration,”
he said.

Fr Barry noted the need for
faith among people today;,
describing the impor-
tance of sacramen-
tal life in offering e
hope and guid- m
ance. “Thereisa /"
profound call-
ing for people
to live out their !
baptismal and |
confirmation
callings,” he
added.

A central
feature of the 40
Hours Adoration,
hosted annually at the
cathedral, is the sacrament of
confession. “We encourage
people to avail of the sacra-
ments, to experience healing
and forgiveness regularly as
we journey through life,” Fr
Barry said. With confession
available from midday to mid-
night on Saturday, participants
can rediscover this sacrament.
The priest observed that, last
year, many visitors, especially
those who might not have ini-
tially intended to confess, often
found themselves moved to do
so. “Things come to mind dur-
ing adoration, and they go to
confession,” he noted, adding
that many adults keep redis-
covering confession after their
initial preparation as children.

Reflection

Fr Barry described last year’s
atmosphere as “beautiful...
very prayerful and silent.” He
acknowledged the popularity
of secular practices like mind-
fulness, meditation, and yoga
offer a sense of inner peace
that many seek, yet “it is truly
a desire for something that
develop a deeper well-being...
[yet Adoration] it’s not just our

own well-being, it’s actually
our relationship with God.” “40
Hours Adoration is an experi-
ence of this quiet peace and
silence in front of the Blessed
Sacrament,” he said. To support
the faithful, guides are available
to offer direction for those who
may be unfamiliar with the
practice of adoration, allowing
them to fully experience the
moments of listening and quiet
reflection.

Reflecting on his own spir-
itual journey, Fr Barry shared
that adoration played a signifi-
cant role in his own vocational
discernment. He described
how he would visit the adora-
tion chapel in his town during
secondary school lunch breaks.
“As a teenager, I'd have wor-
ries... [ always felt a deep sense
of peace and direction in ado-
ration,” he said. “Adoration is
a time of quiet prayer, to listen
to the Lord and present issues
or problems,” he explained,
describing it as an opportunity
for guidance.

Fr Barry described the 40

Hours Adoration’ process as
beginning with praise,
followed by giving
thanks, and then
m moving into a
1 @ time of listen-

ing. “There are
different ways
t of doing a holy
hour,” he noted,
adding that
some may Sit
in silence, oth-
ers may choose
spiritual reading,
and some might fol-
low Ignatian steps of

reflection. He compared this
gradual approach to building
physical strength, saying, “You
can’t just jump into lifting 30
kilos if you've never done it
before. Prayer can be the same.
It’s gradual.”

66 He encouraged
using scripture or

the Rosary to aid in
prayer, while also
emphasising that
silence and listening
are key to developing
a meaningful
relationship with God”

Fr Barry also highlighted the
importance of adoration groups
within parish life, noting that
these groups play a key role
in helping people establish a
deeper, more personal relation-
ship with Christ. He expressed
concern that the focus on
increasing church activities
can detract from the heart of
faith. “Pope Francis’ recent
document Dilexit Nos warns
against neglecting the heart,”
he explained. “Faith can’t just

‘40 Hours Adoration’, Christ th.e King Cathedral, Mullingar, 2023.

be participating in Mass by
doing a reading or singing...
it has to be deeper than that.”
For Fr Barry, adoration is a way
to cultivate this depth, placing
relationship with Christ at the
centre.

Many people, he observed,
lack basic knowledge of faith
and prayer practices, which
are essential to building this
relationship with Christ. He
explained that a real con-
nection with Christ comes
“through silence, allowing the
Lord to speak.” While secu-
lar practices like mindfulness
and meditation are popular,
he believes that the Church’s
traditions meet this need on
a deeper level. He noted that
maintaining silence can be
difficult for many, adding, “If I
go into adoration, I might find
silence hard to maintain. Two
minutes can feel like a long
time.” He encouraged using
scripture or the Rosary to aid in
prayer, while also emphasising
that silence and listening are
key to developing a meaning-
ful relationship with God.
Giving
‘40 Hours Adoration’ coincides
with the Feast of Christ the King,
marking the end of the liturgi-
cal year. Fr Barry explained
that the feast is a “beautiful
celebration” that acknowl-
edges Christ’s kingship at the
conclusion of a procession of
saints and feasts throughout
the year. “It signifies trusting in
Christ as our King,” he said. The
event has consistently drawn
large crowds, with many peo-
ple, even those unfamiliar
with silent prayer, seeking an
encounter with Christ in the
quietude of adoration. Fr Barry
cautioned against viewing reli-
gious practices as transactional,
stating, “The danger is that peo-
ple think ‘I do something, and
the Lord gives me something in
return, which misses the heart
of faith. It’s about bringing your
heart to the Lord, giving thanks,
seeking guidance, and forgive-

ness.” While cultural traditions
like lighting candles or pray-
ing for success are meaningful,
he believes adoration offers a
deeper, more genuine connec-
tion to faith.

Throughout the Diocese of
Meath, each parish takes part
in the ‘40 Hours Adoration’,
creating a sense of unity and
pilgrimage as parishioners

from various communities par-
ticipate in prayer. During night
hours, groups from Mullingar
often take shifts, and each par-
ish is assigned a specific time
slot, creating a spirit of com-
munal prayer and solidarity.
The ‘40 Hours Adoration’
follows a schedule reminiscent
of the Easter Triduum, running
from Friday to Sunday, and has

become a cherished tradition
in the cathedral. Fr Barry noted
the symbolism of the event as a
fitting conclusion to the liturgi-
cal year, offering a moment of
reflection and renewal for all
participants.

Fr Barry’s insights suggest

that Eucharistic adoration offers
people an alternative path: a
place of peace, forgiveness, and
purpose. As they discover and
rediscover this practice, they
may also find that it helps them
to discern their vocations, nur-
ture a deeper relationship with
God, and embrace the gift of
faith that grows in silence and
community.
O Christ the King Cathedral,
Mullingar, invites you to par-
ticipate in these 40 Hours of
Eucharistic Adoration, where
faithful will come together as
pilgrims of hope, seeking the
face of Christ in the Eucharist
beginning with the 7:30pm
Mass on Friday, November 22,
and concluding with Vespers
and Benediction at 4pm on
Sunday, November 24.

mnd hlarian Shrine

KNGCK

Ireland's International Eucharistic

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF
MUSIC AT KNOCK SHRINE

Knock Shrine is seeking applications for the above position
within the dynamic and vibrant music department at Ireland’s
International Eucharistic and Marian Shrine.

the year.

sacred liturgical music.

Director of Music, providing cantor and
organ at daily liturgies,
visiting choirs and working on larger
musical projects throughout the year.

Sacred music enhances
liturgies at Knock Shrine throughout
Knock Shrine has three e Have excellent organ /piano skills.
resident choirs and regularly hosts
visiting choirs and soloists.

The successful candidate will demon-
strate a high standard of musicianship,
organ, cantor and choir directing skills, e Have strong vocal pedagogy skills as
to provide the highest standard in

This exciting position offers the THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL
successful candidate the opportunity to ) ]
work in close collaboration with the ¢ Have a Bachelor of Music (or higher)

or demonstrate equivalent

liaising with experience.

e Have experience of music ministry
with a strong background in

the daily Eucharist-centred liturgy.

e Have excellent cantor skills and the
ability to lead the congregation in
sung liturgy.

pertains to working with choirs and
solo vocal development.

For application details and full job description, visit
www.knockshrine.ie/news/current-vacancies
Closing date for applications is Friday,

6th December, 2024 at 5pm.
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Garry O’Sullivan

rancis, Francis,

“ go and repair
house

wh1ch as you

can see, is falling into ruins”.

These words of Christ,
spoken from a cross in the
little church of San Damiano
to St Francis of Assisi, crept
into my mind when I took an
old wooden pew in the lit-
tle church of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary on Dublin’s
City Quay, a short stroll from
O’Connell Bridge.

It was the Feast of All Saints
and as Taizé music gently
nudged us towards the 8am
Mass, I was utterly distracted
by the sheer extent of paint-
work coming off all the walls,
dull pastel colours tired and
defeated, ripped and torn,
rippled like faint watercolour
waves along the walls that
refused plaster in protest at
their neglect. The altar area

looked cheap and dated, like
something that came flat
packed for a pop-up church at
a music festival.

Repair
“Francis, go and repair...".

St Francis restored several
rural churches around Assisi,
the most famous being the Por-
tiuncula (meaning little por-
tion), the little chapel of St Mary
of the Angels, just outside the
town of Assisi. It became the
cradle of the Franciscan move-
ment and Francis lived and died
there.

‘City Quay’ as it is known,
is also on a ‘little portion’ of
land, squeezed in by large
modern office blocks that
block its light, and ugly devel-
opment sites on the other. It
was once a church for dockers
and their working class fami-
lies, many now long gone out
to the suburbs but a commu-
nity still exists, perhaps per-
sists, despite efforts to shove
them out.

When St Francis’s father, a
very successful businessman,
demanded his errant son give
him back all that he had given
and invested in him, his son,
Francis stripped naked before
the bishop, his father and the
town and declared he would
serve God only now.(Hard not
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to have some sympathy for the
father of a stubborn son).

Man cannot serve two mas-
ters. Francis chose his. “Repair
my House.”

Alittle bell rings and Fr Alan
Hilliard, administrator of this
little underdog, emerges to
begin the Mass.

An apology - the large radia-
tors aren’t working this morn-
ing because of a ‘glitch’. The mix
of Irish and foreign worship-
pers that make up the 30 to 40
strong early morning congrega-
tion don’'t seem to mind or are
used to this at ‘St Mary of the
Glitches and Peeling Walls'.

66 It seems

right for this little
diverse gathering
of office workers,
immigrants, lost
souls, even stray
journalists that at
least, here amid
the frontier poverty
they have the
promise of Heaven”
It feels and looks like a

frontier Church, in the heart
of inner city Dublin with its

“Trust in Faith in difficult
u:mea GMAII Star

Phone 01 6874095 to order your gift subscriptidn t

Fr Alan Hilliard outside City Quay church on
the Feast of All Saints

homelessness, sense of dan-
ger, lingering intergenerational
poverty, flanked by immense
wealth, disdain and indif-
ference, yes this is a frontier
alright. “Repair My house...".
The pews are littered with
copper plates with dedica-
tions and remembrances
for parishioners long gone,
this is a sacred space with a
lot of history. Afterwards Fr
Hilliard tells me it was built
by a priest, mostly out of his
own pocket (his family had a
few bob) for the poor people
of the area, as Westland Row
church was seen back then as
upmarket and unwelcoming.
I wonder how they would
react if they knew Westland
Row was now becoming a
Basilica and across the river
the Pro-Cathedral was being
elevated to a full Cathedral.
The plaques with the names
of dead parishioners are still
and silent, just the paint and
plaster keeps peeling, unwill-
ing to stay still in its protest.

Blessed

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of
Heaven”-the Gospel is on the
Beatitudes for the Feast day. It
seems right for this little diverse
gathering of office workers,
immigrants, lost souls, even

I
uf
—

Letter from a frontler church

A replica of the Cross of San Damiano

stray journalists that at least,
here amid the frontier pov-
erty they have the promise of
Heaven.

The priest gives a hom-
ily, he quotes the Jesuit
theologian Karl Rahner -
(the Church might be fall-
ing down but theological
standards are being kept
up) - “The Feast of All Saints
strengthens and encourages
us to create that path by
walking it.”

In other words -‘walk
the walk, don’t just talk the
talk’. The saints, says the
priest, are among us and are
walking the walk.

©0 A 1ocal 1ady
with a kind face
approaches the
priest at the back
door and says to a
few of us gathered:
‘He’s a saint’

At the sign of peace, we
all turn to each other and
nod, or gently bow, you never
know there might be a saint
or two here. As signs of peace
go, it’s silent, reverential and

respectful of each other;
we're in this together.

A fresco on the Church of Saint Mary of the Angels in Assisi

As Mass concludes Fr Alan
announces that he’ll be away
on business for a few weeks
but a Jesuit will be filling in,
“to protect the congregation
from heresy” he quips.

He adds that because it’s
a feast day Mass, normally
they would have two col-
lections but he understands
people are rushing off to work
so the collection basket is at
the back- “and we will still
let you out if you haven’t got
change.” Nothing is asked in
this church but everything is
given, poured out till the cup
overflows. The congregation
know it.

A local lady with a kind
face approaches the priest
at the back door and says to
a few of us gathered: “He’s a
saint”.

When God called Francis
he drew him to a tiny dilapi-
dated old church and said ‘go
and repair My house which,
as you can see, is falling into
ruins”. The little spaces,
among the meek and poor,
the glitches and the peeling
walls, encircled by high rise
office blocks blocking out
the light, forgotten by the
great Basilicas and Cathe-
drals, these are the places
that God chooses to speak,
and make his will known.
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The new evangelisation

Martina Purdy

n Irish stonemason,

with little education,

became one of the

reat evangelists of

the last century. And his story is

now entwined with the famous

American bishop Robert Bar-

ron, himself the son of Irish

emigrants, whose Word on Fire
network has gone global.

[ heard the story at St Com-
gall’s School on the Falls Road
school the other day, where
the new Bishop of Down and
Connor, Alan McGuckian, had
gathered priests and laity for
a networking lunch, aimed at
encouraging Catholics to share
their faith with others.

Mission
The story goes back to Novem-
ber 14, 1940, when John Forbes,
a Belfast-born stonemason at
Coventry Cathedral was on
nightwatch.

Hitler’s Luftwaffe was rain-
ing down bombs, killing six
hundred people and injuring
thousands and Forbes saw
that an incendiary bomb had
smashed through the roof of
the Cathedral. His thoughts
turned to his wife and children.

Forbes tore through the city,
ignoring an order from a police-
man to go to the bunker - where
he almost certainly would have
perished as the bunker suffered
a direct hit.

When Forbes arrived at his
bomb-damaged street, heart
pounding in his mouth, he was
grateful to find his own house
still standing, his wife and fam-
ily safe inside.

The next day he went to
work at Coventry Cathedral and
found a ruin.

Where others found despair,
Forbes saw only hope.

Although the Cathedral
had no roof, Forbes got to
work, declaring: “Every church
needs an altar.” He saw that
two charred pieces of timber
formed the shape of a cross
and fashioned them with string
alongside a makeshift altar of
rubble.

His works still stand today,
along with the words of Christ
which he wrote: “Father forgive
them for they know not what
they do...”

Forbes’ grandson, Brenden
Thompson who told the story,
is himself now a full-time evan-
gelist as UK Programme Direc-
tor for Word on Fire.

Thompson’s tale was tailor-
made for the Belfast event
- where two questions domi-
nated: why don’t more Catho-
lics share their faith - and how

do we get them to evangelise?

Bishop McGuckian told del-
egates this was vital. “The fun-
damental mission of the church
isn’t to transform us into ‘pious
catechetical know-it-alls’ who
stand at a distance and wag
their fingers at the world,” he
said. “Whatever we do must
transform us into captivating
Christians. We have to have
God make Christians of us so
we have something to share
with other people”

He said evangelisation must
be attractive and creative, done
with an open heart, a heart that
burns so other hearts can burn
also.

©0 One of the
lessons of the
Covid lockdown,
from which the
Church is still
recovering.
Post-covid, around
40% of mass-goers
did not return”

Bishop McGuckian’s own
encounter with Bishop Barron’s
new evangelisation came in the
year of faith, 2012, when he
was given his DVD set, entitled
Catholicism. “1 was just blown
away,” he said.

Soon 72 people from Down
and Connor were sent out to
share the series with 2,000
parishioners. “It made a big
difference,” said Bishop McGu-
ckian.

But anyone who has ever
kindled a fire knows, it needs
constant attention, one of the
lessons of the Covid lockdown,
from which the Church is still
recovering. Post-covid, around
40% of mass-goers did not
return.

One of the luncheon speak-
ers, Dr Gladys Ganiel, a sociolo-
gist from Queen’s University
Belfast, said fewer women than
men returned.

She spoke about the decline
in church attendance and the
rise of the ‘nones’ - those who
do not identify with any faith.

In fact, Dr Ganiel said there
are indications that women
are becoming less religious
than men. One theory is that
men are seeking answers in a
shifting world where roles are
changing and phrases such as
“toxic masculinity” are increas-
ingly common.

A survey of the Chaplaincy
at Queen’s University in turn
showed women were also
more likely to disagree with the
church on hot-button issues
such as abortion and same-sex
marriage.

There was some intriguing
news though. A 2023 survey
by the Evangelical Alliance in
Northern Ireland revealed a
new trend among Catholics,

particularly young Catholics.
Almost 40% of Catholics now
are “evangelical” - something
almost unheard of 20 years
ago. The figure rises to 70 per-
cent among younger Catholics,
aged 18-24.

So what is holding the oth-
ers back? Some say a lack of
confidence, a lack of awareness,
and a lack of knowledge.

“How can you evangelise
what you don’t know?” asked
Brenden Thompson.

Belief

Vatican II made changes to
the way the catechism was
taught. My own Irish Catholic
mother, who was born in 1942,
left school at 14. She learned
the doctrinal rules by rote and
shared her ‘penny catechism’
with her children.

But when I discovered
feminism I had no real under-
standing of Church teaching on
issues such as women'’s ordina-
tion. A child of Vatican II, I was
not given even a ‘penny cat-
echism’ and was in high school
when the bishops formally
decided to publish the official
new Catechism. I was too busy

reading newspapers as a work-
ing journalist by the time Pope
John Paul II published the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church
in 1992.

This is one of our problems
as a Church. Too many ‘lay
faithful’ do not know the faith
and are formed by the media.
A recent column in The Irish
News by Bronagh Diamond,
highlighted the disaster.

66 When the roof
caves in, the fire of
love, which cannot
be quenched, is a
good place to start”

This young woman had
the gift of a ‘penny catechism’
granny and said she believed in
God, but saw no reason to leave
the comfort of her home on
Sunday to go to mass (so that
we living stones can be trans-
formed in love and become
more Christ-like). | won't repeat
what Ms Diamond wrote about
the Eucharist. Forbes’ make-
shift placard “Father forgive...”
suffices.

hite
“ Chris-
tians”
were

among those being blamed
for Donald Trump’s stunning
victory in the US election.

Christians have long been
handy scapegoats.

The fact is many Chris-
tians of all races were
divided sharply between
Donald Trump and Kamala
Harris - though she dis-
missed Christians pretty
quickly from her pre-elec-
tion rally.

The ‘Social justice’ left-
leaning Catholics in particu-
lar seem to champion Harris,
prizing ‘feeding the poor’
over ‘life for the poorest of
the poor’, the children in the
womb. The Democratic can-

But this young woman
recounted a telling anecdote
about a classroom of chil-
dren who were asked if they
believed in God. Only three
hands went up.

Perhaps they were asked the
wrong question. Perhaps the
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didate, Kamala Harris was
a very weak candidate who
lost for complex reasons,
despite having so many
advantages (positive press
coverage, massive funding
and Trump’s many failings).

But Harris lacked vision,
and was unable to articu-
late values that resonated
with the American people.
Her main platform often
focussed on access to abor-
tion, and she celebrated
the choice to destroy small
children in the womb for
any reason up to birth in
the name of ‘freedom’. This
should be abhorrent to all,
not just Christians.

Does the left hand even
know what the far left hand
is doing?

question needs to be: Do you
believe in love?

After all, John the Evangelist
tells us, “God is love”.

When the roof caves in, the
fire of love, which cannot be
quenched, is a good place to
start.
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Will Ireland follow the US’
back to basics approach?

bl

Maria Steen

s the politicians of

Ireland take to the

streets in preparation

or the forthcoming
election, the fallout and post-
election analysis from the US
continues. A resounding vic-
tory for President Elect Don-
ald Trump, and ignominious
defeat for current Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, have made
for pages and pages of political
post-mortems.

While there are major dif-
ferences between the United
States and this country, there
are certainly some obser-
vations that may be of use,
and even lessons that can be
learned, in the Irish context.

To begin with, it is neces-
sary to identify why the Trump
campaign won, and the Harris
campaign lost. Undoubtedly,
there were hardcore Trump
supporters who voted in their
droves because they love his
belligerent attitude towards
the establishment, his siding
with the little guy (even though
he is incredibly successful in
his own right), and his injec-
tion of irreverent humour into
a customarily grey, stale, and
dour political scene.

However, my sense is that
many voted to reject what the
Democrats were offering; the
feeling of frustration - and
even anger — with the incum-
bent administration should not
be underestimated.

Harris

According to the figures,
Kamala Harris did not out-
perform Joe Biden in a single
county in the whole country.
She also lost ground with His-
panic voters and black men,
and lost outright in areas that

haven't voted Republican in a
century.

Among New York Jews,
Trump increased his share of
the vote by 50%. Trump made
big gains with Generation X
(aged 44-59) and Gen Z voters
(aged 18-27) too. Finally, 52% of
the Catholic population voted
for Biden in 2020, but Trump
succeeded in securing 56%
of the Catholic vote this time
around. In other words, typical
Democrat voters flocked to the
Republican candidate in 2024.

There are broadly three
reasons why Trump won and
Harris lost: 1) the economy;
2) immigration; and 3) the
“woke” agenda. These are all
hot button topics in Ireland too.

On the economy, inflation
and the soaring cost of liv-
ing contributed to ordinary
Americans’ frustration with the
Biden/Harris administration,
from which Harris—despite
repeated opportunities pre-
sented to her—was unable or
unwilling to distance herself.
Men voted for Trump; he made
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Republican President-elect Donald Trump gestures alongside
his wife, Melania, during his rally at the Palm Beach County
Convention Centre in West Palm Beach, Floride, November
6, 2024, after being elected the 47th president of the United
States. Photo:OSV News/Brian Snyder, Reuters

significant gains among non-
white men in particular, who
might have been presumed to
be Democrat voters.

Misogyny

Many commentators suggest
that misogyny is at the root
of their rejection of Kamala
Harris. However, I think their
analysis is wrong, or at least
incomplete. My own feeling is
that many working class men
reacted against the idea that
a woman would “look after
them” by giving them hand-
outs and favouring them in her
party’s DEI (Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion) policies.

I think it was less the fact
that she was a woman, and
more Harris’s condescend-
ing attitude and infantilising
“maternalistic” policies that
irked the male voter. Harris’s
implicit promise read some-
thing like: “I'll look after you.”
This was a fundamental mis-
understanding of the male
psyche, something which Mar-
garet Thatcher, by contrast—
whose message to men was
to get out there and provide
for themselves—understood
much better.

Immigration was a big
issue for voters too, and here
there are strong parallels with
Ireland. Being told you are rac-
ist for raising concerns about
hundreds of young men from
a foreign country with no fam-
ily ties, no prospects, and no ID
or records, being bussed into
your neighbourhood has gone
down badly with Irish people,
and Americans are no different.

Voters concerns are not
about race, but rather about
resources and security. Peo-
ple are already struggling to
meet the needs of their own
families, with difficulties find-
ing a GP, accessing care in A&E
hospital departments, getting
their children into already
oversubscribed schools, and
finding affordable housing - it

doesn’t take a mathematician
to see that adding substantial
numbers to the population
overnight is going to make the
situation a whole lot worse.

And that is before con-
sidering the very valid issue
of security, particularly the
safety of women and chil-
dren. It seems that Irish (and
American) men are constantly
admonished for their “toxic
masculinity”, but apparently
this is not an issue for young
men arriving from other
countries and very different
cultures - and to suggest so is
inherently racist.

66 The Democratic
machine’s

decision to appeal

to the lowest

moral common
denominator did

not work for them
either”

Finally, the so-called
“woke” agenda was, I think,
the straw that broke Kamala’s
back. The US election really
was a battle of culture and val-
ues - of the two parties paint-
ing a vision for the country.
Harris’s main vision appeared
to centre on abortion, and
while I think it would be a
stretch to suggest that vot-
ers rejected abortion in their
rejection of her, it is clear that
her pro-choice strategy did
not work. Abortion, at the end
of the day, is a horrible thing,
and if that'’s your biggest sell-
ing point, you're in difficulty.

The Democratic machine’s
decision to appeal to the low-
est moral common denomi-
nator did not work for them
either. In a very ill-judged
ad, a political action commit-
tee supporting Harris tried to
motivate young men by warn-
ing them that the Republicans

would threaten their access
to pornography. In this, they
(again) misjudged the male
psyche.

While use of pornography
may be widespread among
young men, most know deep
down that it is wrong - and
they don’t care to be reminded
of their weaknesses. Although
Harris herself spoke repeat-
edly of appealing to the
“aspirations” of the people,
her supporters’ targeting of
young men as fundamentally
degraded was a tremendous
own-goal.

Religious freedom was a
big issue for many voters too.
The Amish, who usually rebuff
the ballot box, registered to
vote in unprecedented num-
bers in order to protect their
traditions, and overwhelm-
ingly supported Trump, help-
ing to secure the Pennsylvania
vote. This was echoed among
other religious communities
too, including Catholics.

The increasingly deranged
alliance between feminism,
socialism, DEI proponents
and trans-ideologues eventu-
ally reached the tipping point,
at which the ordinary voters
were finally willing to say:
“Enough!”

For a time, the campaign of
intimidation led by the unholy
trinity of politicians, media
and academics proved incredi-
bly effective across all layers of
society, so that people would
either self-censor and keep
their (unfashionable) opinions
to themselves, or submit and
not merely tolerate, but cele-
brate, whatever new madness
was proposed: whether men
competing in women’s sports,
or teenage boys using girls
changing rooms, or operating
on young girls and castrating
young boys in the name of
“kindness”.

Insulted

But, eventually, people got
tired of being insulted. Presi-
dent Joe Biden's comment
that Trump’s supporters were
“garbage” played out badly and
served as a reminder of Hilary
Clinton’s “basket of deplora-
bles” comment in 2016. In the
Irish context, the tendency of
the parties in power to label
anyone who disagrees with
them on matters such as these
as “far-right” carries more than
an echo of the failed Harris
campaign.

When everyone is a misogy-
nist, or a racist, or far-right, the
term in question loses its sting
and people begin to think:
perhaps I shouldn’t care what
you think anymore. The ques-
tion is: are Irish voters at that
point yet?
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‘Faith and science need each
other’ says astrophysicist priest

Renata Steffens

any theo-
“ logians
are intimi-
dated by

scientists and many scientists
are disdainful of theologians,”
Fr Michael Connolly, astro-
physicist and parish priest
Oughterard told The Irish
Catholic.

Fr Connolly believes that
discussing the relationship
between ‘faith’ and ‘reason’,
“or particularly faith in the
scientific field” is imperative.
The priest gave a talk in Sep-
tember in Oughterard when
he discussed the Catholic
faith’s compatibility with sci-
ence.

“It’s a very important
moral aspect because tech-
nology companies are becom-
ing major shapers of culture
and it’s amazing what they're
doing, but also it could be
harmful. I [would] like to get
more educated lay Catho-
lics to dialogue and critique
what’s happening with their
Catholic faith, but also tech-
nology and science, and

where it’s all going.”

There is a new ‘industrial
revolution’ being planned, Fr
Connolly said, so it is impor-
tant to have a new generation
of Catholics forming part of
that revolution. “Because if
we're not in the discussion,
then it’s going to be decided
by people who have no faith,
with different values, [who]
have a different worldview,
and it can go very wrong.”

Calling

Fr Connolly’s career path
started in the 1980s when he
got his first degree in science
at the University of Galway,
but he didn’t get an honours
degree, which made him
decide to leave the sciences
for a while and work as a lay
missionary. “I went working
in electronics and industry
and then my vocation came
along,” he said.

“But after my vocation, to
my surprise, the door opened
for me to go back to my old
university, and I did a master’s
degree in high energy astro-
physics.” Later, Fr Connolly
did a doctorate with the Har-

vard Smithsonian.

His main goal with that
degree was to speak on faith
and science, “because at the
time there was a very strong
movement called ‘The New
Atheist’, they were inspired
by the cultural fundamental-
ists,” explained the priest.

The New Atheists believe
all religions should be ban-
ished because it just caused
trouble and wars’. And [ said,
‘No, that’s not the truth. What
it does is, it gives people legit-
imacy in the name of God, to
do things that God certainly

“w

doesn’t want, so we need to
find good religion and find
the people who aren’t false
prophets’.

The best way to speak in
those arguments is to have
credibility, Fr Connolly said.
“Scientists, they're quite
arrogant sometimes, they
won’t really respect peo-
ple commenting on science
unless they have a science
background. If you have that
background and you also have
the faith background, that has
much more credibility”.

The astrophysicist priest is

doing his second doctorate in
philosophy of science. He is
now studying the semantic
nature. “From the first book
of John ‘and all was created
through the world'. It’s actu-
ally true because it is a lan-
guage based on all of nature
and mathematics.”

66 The next step
in Fr Connolly’s
career is to share
his knowledge,
share the idea that
faith and science
can and should
work together”

The priest believes there
must be a bridge between
faith and science. “I think it’s
dangerous if they’re separate,
because we need each other,
to inspire and keep each other
in check.”

“Once you remove an
objective morality from sci-
ence, ‘can do’ means ‘should
do’. Without looking at the
long-term consequences,

they can be very fluid. The
morality, we need that.

“And faith, religion, needs
a strong grounding in crea-
tion and physics and science
because it just makes us more
grounded. Otherwise, it’s just
all spiritual. So we're body
and soul. It helps religion
from being too superstitious,
and it also stops science from
believing in false absolutes’.
That’s John Paul, he said that.
We need each other. It’s a dif-
ficult dialogue, we have to
learn to respect”.

The next step in Fr Con-
nolly’s career is to share his
knowledge, share the idea
that faith and science can
and should work together. “I
would hope to engage with
professional young adults
who are open to this dia-
logue,” he said. The priest
also wants “to do in-person
school visits for young teen-
agers seeking another input”.

“I would like to get people
[who] can come together in
faith, but also in faith and rea-
son, and science, and to be the
yeast in the leaven. That's it.”

celebrating

Visit us at

In 2024, Misean Cara
celebrates 20 years
of support to

Irish missionary
organisations.

Be a part of the legacy,

by leaving a gift in your
will to help ensure that
we can support their
life-transforming

work overseas for

24

years of
rmisean cara

www.miseancara.ie/Legacy
to learn more.

years to come.
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Watters.

-

LAOIS: After recording their EP in St Michaels Church, the Timahoe Male Choir went to

ANTRIM: The Catholic Chaplaincy at QUB attended the Word on Fire

the Brewery Pub, Rathdowney and sang for a fundraiser for Christmas lights.

Gathering discusses
evangelisation in today’s
culture

Word on Fire in collaboration with the
Pathways to the Future Team organised a
networking event at St Comgall’s Centre,
Belfast with theme ‘Proclaiming Christ in
our Culture’.

The event gathered parish and dioce-
san leaders for a discussion with focus on
renewed opportunities for evangelisation in
today’s culture. The group reflected on how
to share Christ’s message while navigat-
ing cultural challenges. The event aimed to
share the message that evangelisation must

be Christ-centred.

Bishop of Down and Connor Alan McGu-
ckian opened the event with a prayer. The
Master of Ceremonies was Fr Billy Swan,
from the Diocese of Ferns. During his talk
on the principles of evangelisation, Fr Swan
reminded the attendees that evangelisation
must always be rooted in Christ.

Prof Gladys Ganiel, Professor at Queens
University Belfast in the Sociology of Reli-
gion, shared recent statistics and trends
in religious practices in Ireland. The Word
on Fire’s UK Programme Director, Brendan
Thompson, shared practical insights on sup-
porting lay Catholics in bringing Christ into
the world.

evangelisation networ|

ANTRIM: Bishop Alan McGuckian, Brendan Thompson, Prof. Gladys Ganiel and Fr Billy
Swan at the evangelisation networking event ‘Proclaiming Christ in our Culture’ at the St
Comgall’s Centre. Photo: Fr Brian Watters.

Primary schools’
management gather in
Cork

Recently appointed primary school princi-
pals in the Diocese of Cork and Ross recently
gathered with Bishop Fintan Gavin in Cork
International Hotel. At the event, the bishop
assured the present of his support for their
role through the Diocesan Education Secre-
tariat.

School principals, staff members and the
Board of Management members are facing
challenges in the changing faith landscape in
families. Bishop Gavin said that with those
challenges, the Catholic ethos of schools cen-

g

king event ‘Proclaiming Christ in our Culture’ at St Comgall’s Centre. Photo: Fr Brian

tred on Christ is even more needed.

The Diocesan Co-ordinator for Faith For-
mation, Susan O’Hanrahan talked about
initiatives to support the faith formation of
children and sustaining the faith of school
staff. Speaking to the attendees, the Dioc-
esan Education Secretary, Fr Michael Keo-
hane, who mentioned the role of the patron
in primary schools and the establishments of
special classes as part of the Catholic ethos.

Also speaking was Regina O’Sullivan,
Diocesan Co-ordinator for Primary Schools
mentioned the Diocesan Education Secretar-
iat’s important role in providing support to
the Board of Management and schools’ man-
agement. A prayer moment led by Bishop
Gavin concluded the event.
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ANTRIM

OFFALY: The November Novena of St Brendan’s Church, Birr included the music of multiple choirs in the Pastoral area.
On Friday, the choirs combined efforts to deliver the liturgical music.

I ¥ : ¥

KILDARE: Sr Margaret with thé items for the raffle
organised by the Holy Family Sisters, carers and friends to
raise funds for Share Food, Newbridge Parish food bank.

-

ANTRIM: Bishap of Down and Connor Alan McGuckian
opened the event ‘Proclaiming Christ in our Culture’ at St
Comgall’s Centre with a prayer. Photo: Fr Brian Watters.

CARLOW: Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish celebrated their cemetery Mass on November 3. During the occasion, a plaque
to honour babies buried at the cemetery who died before baptism was performed. Photo: John J. Bradley.

P... | 18 i B
CARLOW: The Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish community

gathered for a cemetery Mass on November 3. Photo: John
J. Bradley.

LAOIS: The Timahoe Male Choir professionally recored
their new EP in St Michaels Church, Timahoe. On a post
on Facebook, the group thanked Fr David Vard for the

permission to record inside the church.

The Glenavy Branch of the
Apostolic Work are holding
their Annual Christmas
Sale in St Clare’s Hall on
Sunday, November 24
after 9.30am and 12pm
Masses. Cakes, tombola,

Events deadline is a week in

advance of publication

event is Archbishop Eamon
Martin.

LIMERICK

i The Advent Market will happen

ballot, bric a brac stalls, tea/ :

coffee available. A church

door collection for Apostolic

Work funds will be taken
up outside both Masses in
St Joseph’s Church that
weekend.

DONEGAL

The Annual Raphoe Diocesan
Society Mass will take
place on Monday, Novem-
ber 18 at 7pm in Teach

on December 1 at 12pm.
Enjoy tea/coffee in the
Priests’ Residence then
support local artisans and
vendors at the Sacred
Heart Church. For more
info and to register as a
vendor contact McKenzie at
0870942594,

LOUTH

Prayer hour takes place every

Pobail Mhuire, Doiri Beaga/

St Mary’s Church, Derry-
beg. Celebrant will be Msgr
Kevin Gillespie, diocesan
administrator. To enrol a
person in the RDS contact
rds@raphoediocesan.ie.
Enrolment is €15.

Tuesday from 7-8pm in St
Peter’s Church, Dromiskin.
Join for reflection on the
word of God and adoration
of the blessed sacrament.

MAYO

Introduction to the Scriptures

CORK §

‘Connect 5’ is a faith gather-
ing for young people aged
18-35 in the Diocese of
Cork and Ross. With
theme ‘In a troubled world,
dare to hope’, the events
happens on November 17
from 9.30am to 4pm in the
Student Centre, University
College Cork. €10 ticket
includes food and refresh-
ments.

2024 Men’s Adoration happen
on November 23 in St
Joseph’s Church, Galliagh,
Fairview Rd. Adoration is
from 2.30pm to 5.30pm,
talk from 6pm to 7pm and
Vigil Mass of Christ the
Kind at 7.15pm. Confes-
sions available during
adoration. Parking and
refreshments available.
More info on menofstjose-
phireland@gmail.com.

DONEGAL :

Bowling in the Mevagh
Parochial Hall happens
on Thursdays at 8pm.
New members are always
welcome.

The Rock From Which You

DERRY §

with Fr Benny McHale
happens on Tuesdays from
November 19 to December
10 from 8pm to 10pm at St
John’s Welcome Centre,
Knock Shrine. To book

and further info contact
0949388100.

TYRONE

Mary’s Meal’s Zero Hunger

documentary about the
hunger crisis in Ethiopia will
be shown in the 1st Tyrone
Scout Hall, Charlemont St,
Dungannon on November
15 at 8pm. Free admission.
Teal/coffee available. Not
suitable for children due to
distressing scenes.

WATERFORD

Celebrate the Feast of

DUBLIN §

Were Hewn — a book which :

contains, in 44 chapters,
a biography of every Irish
person whose cause for
canonisation is currently

open — edited by Parick and

John S. Hogan and with a
foreword by Archbishop of
Armagh Eamon Martin will
be launched on Novem-
ber 21 at 6.30pm at Ely
House, 8 Ely Place, Dublin
2. Guest speaker in the

Christ the King on Sun-
day, November 24 in the
Tower Hotel from 2pm to
5.30pm. Prayer, music, tes-
timony, scripture, sharing
and prayer ministry. All wel-
come! For more info con-
tact Sile at 0868590394.

WESTMEATH

40 Hours Adoration in the

Cathedral of Christ the
King, Mullingar takes place
from November 22-24. The
event starts with opening
Mass on Friday at 7.30pm.
On Saturday confessions
happen from noon to
midnight and on Sunday
the conclusion with Solemn
Vespers and Benediction
at 4pm.

WICKLOW

The Parish of Rathdrum’s

Annual Remembrance
Mass will take place in
Rathdrum Church on
November 16 at 6pm.
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Needed: a new

deal for mothers

David Quinn

t is as though the two

referendums in March

never happened, that

is, the one on so-called
‘durable relationships’, and
the other on removing the
protection the Constitution
tries to give to mothers in the
home.

That second one was long
the target of feminist groups
in Ireland, above all the lav-
ishly State-funded National
Women'’s Council whose chief
aim seems to be to ensure
that as many mothers as pos-
sible are out in the workplace
whether they like it or not.

This suits both the Gov-
ernment, and employers. The
Government wants as many
people turned into tax-payers
as possible, and employers
want to expand the workforce
as much as possible, while the
economy is booming at any
rate.

Forced

The Constitution says that
mothers should not be forced
out of the home by economic
necessity. It never said that
mothers should not go out to
work. What it sought to do
is protect the home from the
demands of the economy.

In any event, the ‘People
Who Matter’, that is, politi-
cians, those who run the big
NGOs, academics, journalists
and so on, have long been
appalled at this provision
and finally they thought it
would soon be removed from
the Constitution. They were
fully confident they would
get their way in the March
referendum, but they were
resoundingly defeated, by a
margin of nearly three to one.

But has this massive defeat
made any difference to Gov-

ernment thinking, or to that
of any of the other main par-
ties? You must be joking. It's
like the referendum never
happened at all. It has been
‘memory-holed’, that is, for-
gotten about. They do not talk
about it.

66 Repeated
polls down the

years show that
only a minority of
parents want to put
their children into
day-care”

Instead, all they talk about
is day-care. The main parties
have big plans to put yet more
money into daycare in order
to make it cheaper for par-
ents to put their children in a
creche all day while they go
out to work, perhaps precisely
because economic necessity
is forcing them to do so.

At one level, this might
seem fair enough. Daycare
is expensive and lots of par-
ents do use it. But is putting
so much money into daycare
actually fair and is it what
most parents actually want?

Repeated polls down the
years show that only a minor-
ity of parents want to put
their children into daycare.
A big majority want to either
look after them at home while
they are very young, or else
have a family member or a
childminder to do. They do
not relish putting their chil-
dren into a daycare centre for
hours every day.

Politicians

But nearly all of our politi-
cians seem to assume this
is what they want, and they
never seem to think to actu-
ally ask them, and they seem
to imagine that the referen-
dum result in March has abso-
lutely nothing to say to them.

During that referendum,

66 Putting so much money into day-care and ignoring
stay-at-home mothers so badly would seem be to against
the spirit if not the letter of the Constitution. Putting

all the money into day-care does nothing to prevent
mothers being forced out of the home by economic
necessity and probably has the opposite effect”

an Amarach research poll
was published (it was com-
missioned by The Iona Insti-
tute which I run) and it found
that more than two-thirds of
mothers (69%) with children
under the age of 18 would
prefer to stay at home with
their children rather than
go out to work if they could
afford it.

A much fairer way to allo-
cate public funding in this
regard is not to put more and
more into daycare, but to put
it directly into the hands of
parents of young children
so they can spend it on the
choice that suits them.

66 Currently, the
State is allocating
around €1.1 billon
per annum towards
day-care with that
figure certain to
keep increasing”

In Ireland, we have Child
Benefit which is paid to moth-
ers with children under 18.
But for a few short years we
also had something called the
‘Early Childcare Supplement’
which was paid to mothers
with children under the age
of six in addition to Child

Benefit. When it was abol-
ished in 2008 during the era
of austerity it came to €1,000
per annum.

Why not restore that? Why
not increase it? Currently, the
State is allocating around €1.1
billon per annum towards
day-care with that figure cer-
tain to keep increasing.

Maths

In Ireland, there are around
370,000 children aged 5 or
under, so let’s do a bit of
maths. If you divide €1.1 bil-
lion by 370,000 you arrive
at a figure of almost €3,000.
This means that if the €1.1
billion was reallocated from
daycare and the Early Child-
care Supplement restored,
the supplement would come
to almost €3,000 per child
aged 5 or under per annum,
not €1,000 per child per
annum when it was abol-
ished back in 2008.

On top of Child Benefit, a
sum of €3,000 would go quite
a long way. Parents could then
decide whether they want to
use that money to help pay
for daycare, or a childminder,
or to help one of the parents
stay at home for a few years.
Restoring and increasing the
Early Childcare Supplement
is certainly much fairer than
simply putting all the money

into daycare regardless of
what parents really want.

66 Successive
Governments
believe every
mother belongs

in the workplace
and every child in
day-care, like it or
not. How is that not
sexist, by the way?”

Something else the Gov-
ernment could do is increase
the Home Carers’ Credit. This
was introduced at the time of
tax individualisation in 2000
because tax individualisation
was so obviously biased in
favour of working parents and
against stay-at-home parents.
It caused a big backlash at the
time that the then Finance Min-
ister, Charlie McCreevy, intro-
duced the Home Carers’ Credit
as a sop. It has never amounted
to much. Why not? The answer
is that successive Governments
believe every mother belongs in
the workplace and every child
in day-care, like it or not. How
is that not sexist, by the way?
It assumes they know where a
woman’s place is.

Here’s another idea. Set up
a National Mothers’ Council
with State-funding to rep-
resent the clear majority of
mothers who would rather
mind their children at home
in their early years. It is obvi-
ous that the National Wom-
en’s Council is never going to
do that, and therefore another
organisation is needed to rep-
resent the women the NWC
won't represent.

And here is a final idea.
Putting so much money into
day-care and ignoring stay-at-
home mothers so badly would
seem be to against the spirit
if not the letter of the Consti-
tution. Putting all the money
into daycare does nothing to
prevent mothers being forced
out of the home by economic
necessity and probably has the
opposite effect. So perhaps one
day some brave mother should
take a Constitutional case hav-
ing sought good legal advice
and some financial support to
enable her to take such a case.

One way or another, we
need a ‘New Deal for Mothers’
given that the political sys-
tem seems to care so little for
them. Keep this in mind ahead
of polling day on November 29.
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This Christmas, readers of The Irish Catholic can enjoy half
price title from Columba Books and Currach Books!

How to Defend the Faith Without Raising
Your Voice Michael Kelly & Austen Ivereigh

MICHAEL KELLY
AUSTEN IVEREIGH

Answering some of
the most common
criticisms of the
church, this book

aims to help people
understand why the
Church teaches what it
does and defend it in a
calm and rational way.

€14:99 €7.49

Gospel Reflections and Prayers
Silvester O’ Flynn

Gospel

Ref!ectinns‘

- and Prayers

&

This book offers two
short reflections on
the daily gospels.
These simple and clear
reflections would take
two minutes at most
and a preacher might
use either one or both.

€19.99 €9.99

A Pilgrimage Guide to the Holy Land

Michael Kelly

A FILCIRIM ATIE U 10

The Holy Land

TR LTI EEE

In this unique
guidebook, Michael
Kelly takes readers to

' the sites associated

with the earthly life of
Christ from Bethlehem
to Nazareth and the
Sea of Galilee to
Jerusalem.

€19:99 €9.99

The 17 Irish Martyrs
Mary McAleese

— The
17 IRISH
MARTYRS

l"\‘.“ MARY MCALEESE -

N

An historical account
detailing the inspiring
stories of the 17 Irish
martyrs beatified by
Pope John Paul Il

and what made their
causes for martyrdom

. stand apart from

" others.

Journeys of Faith
Louise Nugent

' A complete guide to

the world of pilgrimage
in medieval Ireland,
this book brings the
reader on a tour of
how Christianity was
celebrated in medieval

- times.

€26:99 €13.49

Crimson & Gold
Mark Patrick Hederman

MARK PATHRCE

HEDERMAN

A Benedictine Monk
of Glenstal Abbey, Fr
Hederman continues
to explore how we as
Irish Roman Catholics
can hone in on the
most precious aspects
of our faith and cancel
the surrounding noise.

€19:99 €9.99

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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Vicka Her Story
Finbar O’Leary

VICKA

This is the fullest
account given by

the eldest visionary
Vicka of her story
and experiences with
Our Lady. Here, Vicka
relays many of the
Messages which the
‘Queen of Peace’ has
given to her.

€9.99 €4.99

Horizons of Hope
Daniel O’Leary

This book is an
invitation from the
author to open our
hearts and minds

to a loving God. A
celebration of Daniel
O'Leary’s unrelenting
| conviction that life
itself is God’s love
eternally unfolding
before us.

DANIFLOTEARY [

Setting God Free in Minds and Hearts
Paul Robbins

An eye-opening read,
the call for reform and
a conversion to the

- true mandate of God
% I:_ will ring true as Paul
Robbins takes us on a
journey of clarity and
understanding.

€14:99 €7.49

Hv[l_'i ng
COD:
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»

The Birth of Jesus the Jew
Peter Keenan

L)

The Birth of Jesus

the Jew is a short
introduction to how
the Jewish literary
genre of ‘Midrash’ has
shaped the infancy
stories in the two
canonical Gospels

Holistic Healing
Fr Pat Collins

Healing is one of the

. most beautiful gifts in

. God's treasure chest
of blessing. This timely
book describes how
the gift of healing has
= been rediscovered in
ot "l - recent years and sheds

Sending Positive Vibes
Fr Bryan Shortall

Fr Bryan's memories
and reflections are
interspersed with
prayers, stories of
Saints, and gives a
rare insight into the
lives of the priests and
religious who work so

] esus |.I e ] e 3\:1; I;c,:me apocryphal HOLI gr]- 1C gifxe?noifli ;hEel:iEae:ic tirelessly about us.
HEALING €12.99 €6.49
%479-9- €7.49 KL -|_||:-l|.|:.l_.l|.-_l|lllm.l'-' M %799 €8o49
Par Cornims M
The Way We Were Living the Mystery Voices From the Desert
Mary Kenny Mark Patrick Hederman Hugh MacMahon
Mary Kenny’s i Life is a mystery Whats the Desert

A

The way we were

approach is a balanced
and measured
recollection of the
Ireland of our times

- and of times past,
since the foundation
of the Irish state a
hundred years ago.

- €19.99€9.99

beyond the
comprehension of our
normal understanding.
A Benedictine monk
explains how to
engage with this
mystery and bring

a new sense of the
sacred into it.

€19:99 €9.99

. [ %
{.'.-"-'I:]?':E; the

Fathers had to say
| about Christiantiy in
- 384ADis as relevant
~ | now as it has been
over the ages. Readers
looking for a fresh
understanding of the
Skelligs’ legacy will
appreciate this book.

€14:99 €7.49

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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Mythical Irish trilogy Bundle Offer

Delve into this beautiful trilogy by Connemara-native Mark Joyce
and set sail on an adventure across magical Ireland!

Bundle Price €69-97 €34.99

LLARIE ] SESTL LAY B

MARK JEYCE

MYTHICAL
5

Mythical Irish Beasts

If leprechauns are all

you can think of when it
comes to Ireland’s mythical
creatures, think again! In
this new edition of his
bestselling Mythical Irish
Beasts, Mark introduces
us to eight new beasts,
including Grogan and the
Gruagach, the magical bird
of Assaroe, and more!

Mythical Irish Places

Join Mark on a magical
journey around the country
visiting some of the most
mythical places in Ireland.
From Newgrange to the
Hill of Tara to the Giant's
Causeway, brimming with
beautiful illustrations, this
is a book that children and
adults will enjoy for years
to come.

Mytbhical Irish Wonders

Ireland is well-known as
the land of storytellers
but many of the strange
and magical tales have
been lost over time. Until
now! Join Mark on a
journey through an ancient
Ireland nearly forgotten,
with beautiful, full-colour
illustrations accompanying
each entry.

The Enchanted Lake €22.99
Sinéad de Valera

Sinéad de Valera’s

The Enchanted Lake
weaves a world

of magic like no

other. This book will
transport the reader to
a world of wonder and
enchantment that will
invite them back again
and again.

¥ €2299€11.49

A Robin’s Tale
Noelle Rock

“Robins appear when
loved ones are near”

A Robin’s Tale is a
thoughtful children’s
story addressing death
which offers a safe
way for adults and
children to explore loss
and grief.

€14:99 €7.49

Wild Stories from the Irish Uplands

John G. O’'Dwyer

WILD STORIES
frim e TRESH UPLANDS

The author seamlessly
merges expert
historical sources with
his own fact-finding
walks through the
uplands and the vivid
accounts of events
gleaned from local
people.

€14:99 €7.49

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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Dark Ireland
Richard Fitzgerald

A unique album
of photos that is
both compelling
and graceful; a
fond tribute to an
earthier time and
place.

Lo €24.99€12.49

A Different Dublin: The 1960s Through
The Lens Bill Hogan

A Different Dublin
is a nostalgic
collection that
show a Dublin that
is familiar, despite
the five decades
that separate these
photos from today.

€19:99 €9.99

THE (%l THRDUGH THE LERG

The Liberties
Maurice Curtis

Tour the district of
Dublin 8 located in the
heart of city, learning
the history of the
places and people that
have contributed to
the neighbourhood'’s
lasting legacy.

€19.99 €9.99

Fears, Phobias & Fantasies

Prof. Patricia Casey

1k it il 8 il s B

Written by well-
known psychiatrist
Patricia Casey, this
book will clarify the
various symptoms and
therapies and explore
some of the common
myths surrounding
mental illness.

€22:99€11.49

A Dangerous Visionary
Eddie O’Connor

| Eddie’s invaluable
experience combined
with a confident vision
and unshakeable
faith has created
a legacy to inspire
the next generation
of environmentally
conscious business

- E
2t
f‘c i ?R |€—1(j9:99€9.99

The Bee'’s Knees
James Morrissey

A fascinating insight
into the life of bees
and beekeeping in
Ireland, including
what happens inside
the hive, how bees
communicate, and the
dramatic decline in
global bee population.

€19:99 €9.99

Once Upon A Reader
Lorraine Levis

I';}*'l GE'I. Wpen

READER

Tyt
b, Wihalme

o™

:h.::?...

Lorraine Levis is one of
Ireland’s top children’s
book experts. With
this book, she provides
a roadmap for anyone
who wants to help

the next generation -
from pre-natal babies
to young adults -
become avid readers.

€19:99 €9.99

Give Us Back the Bad Roads
John Waters

Waters begins seeking
to outline the facts

of his departure from
Irish journalism, and
finds himself writing to
his father as he looks
back over the arc of his
life and at the hopes

* and expectations of his
youth.

JOHN WATERS €19:99 €9.99

GIVE US
BACH
THE

A Saucer Full of Secrets
Pam Henry

AR e

Join Alban the cat and

12 year old Sedu on

a whirlwind of magic
and adventure. With
references to Ireland’s
mystical places and
magical folklore, Pam
Henry has crafted a
wonderful take on the
legends for children.

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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YOUR DAILY MASS AND PRAYER COMPANION

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

Six Months €35

3 Months €20

ROSARY

> ADORATION & ADVENT §
COMPANION ?-; COMPANION & COMPANION &
Bring your heart § Stay close to the ; Journey to f
closer to Jesus Fh, Lord in adoration [ Easter and the &
through Mary  §ds and love & Resurrection B
€650 W% e1.99 - €6.00
€2.85 for P&P & €2.85 for P&P = €2.85 for P&P
s®
ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS
Black Leather cover €25
Brown Semi-leather cover €15
Plastic cover €8.50
€5.00 for P&P

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide




DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

1 Month €7

3 Months €20

1 Year €60

Digital subscriptions available to
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From a monk in Murroe
to a mosque in Cairo

Justin Robinson OSB

o many people walk
across the courtyard
of Al Azhar mosque
in Cairo that its white
marble has become highly
polished, the floor below
reflecting an almost mirror
image of the mosque’s archi-
tectural wonders that tower
above. I'm sitting in the car-
peted arcade around the vast
courtyard, watching worship-
pers milling around in the
cool of the evening as the sun
sets and the time for maghrib
prayers fast approaches.

It has been just over one
month since I arrived to
begin a master’s degree in
Arabic and Islamic Studies
at the American University
in Cairo. This city is the ideal
place for my studies, and I'm
privileged to be living in the
heart of the Arab world and a
place long considered the seat
of Islamic learning. To escape
the demands of my lectures
and books, I often come to
this mosque to sit and watch
the world go by and try to
experience and understand
something of the religion
lived by nearly a quarter of
the world’s population.

History

I'm a very long way from
my monastery in rural Lim-
erick, but I remind myself
that these studies might
be considered a continu-
ation of the long history
of Benedictine engage-

ment with Islam. It was the
Toledo School of Transla-
tors (founded by the city’s
Benedictine archbishop
Raymond de Sauvetat)
which was responsible for
translating many works of
Islamic philosophy and sci-
ence from Classical Arabic
into Medieval Latin, and
it was there that Peter the
Venerable, the famed Bene-
dictine abbot of Cluny, com-
missioned the first Arabic
to Latin translation of the
Qur’an in the 12th century.

66 The city is
hot, dusty, noisy,
and packed with
people. Egyptians
aren’t lacking

in confidence -
they’re from the
‘mother of the
world’, after all”

Peter was very much
aware of the need to study
and respond to Islam, but
bemoaned how “there was
no one who replied to Islam
because there was simply
no one who knew about
it” as few had the linguis-
tic skills to study the reli-
gion’s source materials. It is
this monastic heritage that
encourages me along my
current path, and pushes me
forward to engage in some
sort of dialogue which is
informed by serious study,
personal experience and
knowledge of the Arabic

language.
So, here I am settling
into Egypt. It’s a fasci-

nating country to live in,
though Cairo is a constant
assault on the senses. The
city is hot, dusty, noisy, and
packed with people. Egyp-

®6I'm a very long way

from my monastery in rural
Limerick, but I remind myself
that these studies might be
considered a continuation of
the long history of Benedictine
engagement with Islam”

1

tians aren’t lacking in con-
fidence - they're from the
‘mother of the world’, after
all - and whatever their dif-
ficulties in recent years they
consider them to be only a
small blip in the long civi-
lization of which they are
the heirs.

The morning ride to the
university is ever eventful.
Cairene driving is not for the
faint hearted, but I'm thank-
fully kept distracted from the
motoring chaos by fellow pas-
sengers who inevitably turn
to the agnabi (foreigner) to
start a conversation with their
characteristic friendliness.
They're always delighted to
hear about Ireland, a coun-
try which has become much
admired throughout the Mid-
dle East and North Africa for
its boldness and leadership on
the issue of various regional
conflicts. Their dialect of spo-
ken Arabic is a little challeng-
ing, as are their many idioms,
but misunderstandings sim-
ply add to the fun.

The call to prayer is sound-
ing now, signaling that it’s
time to sign off my letter
home and leave the precincts
of Al Azhar before the even-
ing crowd fills the courtyard.
Back at my desk a stack of
books awaits, reminders of
the work that brought me
here. But before I go, I pause

to reflect on the history that
surrounds me and urges me
on - of Islamic learning and

Benedictine scholarship,
intertwined across the cen-
turies. Enough, I'd better get

a move on or as the Egyptians
would say ‘ana halbes fi heta,
I'll be wearing a wall—what-
ever that means! Perhaps the
mysteries of language, like
those of faith, are best under-

stood by living them.

O justin Robinson OSB is a
monk of Glenstal Abbey in
County Limerick currently
residing in Cairo.
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Over 15 Catholic parishes close
amid ongoing violence against

Christians in Nigeria

@ Bishop Wilfred Chikpa Anagbe of the Diocese of Makurdi in Nigeria
has called for action to address escalating insecurity in Nigeria’s Benue
State, which has led to the closure of over 15 parishes in his diocese.

In an interview with ACI Africa, CNA’s news partner in Africa, dur-
ing the seventh International Theological Conference organised by
the Institute of Consecrated Life in Africa, Bishop Anagbe urged the
Nigerian government to prioritise security to restore hope and enable
displaced persons to return to their ancestral homes.

“Benue state is like the epicentre of what is happening. In my Dio-
cese of Makurdi, | have lost about 14 to 15 parishes now,” the bishop
said.

Cardinal calls on Catholics in
England and Wales to defeat

assisted suicide bill

® Catholics across England
and Wales were urged to
unite in prayer the evening
of November 13 following
a plea from their cardinal to
oppose the proposal to legal-
ise assisted suicide.

In a video message
released last Friday, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols, archbishop of
Westminster, announced that
during their usual November
plenary meeting, the bish-

ops of England and Wales
will hold a Holy Hour before
the Blessed Sacrament and
encouraged Catholics to join
them in prayer.

In his video statement,
Nichols said: “On Wednesday
the 13th of November, in the
evening, your bishop — all
the bishops of England and
Wales — will kneel before the
Blessed Sacrament praying
for our country”.

Indonesian prelate: Catholics feel
‘profound sorrow’ after volcano

eruption
@ Indonesian Bishop Fransiskus Kopong Kung says the Catholics in
the Diocese of Larantuka “are really sad” after the volcanic eruption
on the island of East Flores.

“We are in a profound sorrow,” he said about the event, that left at
least ten people dead, including one religious sister, on November 3.

Flores Island is one of the Lesser Sunda Islands, and the island is
nearly 85% Catholic — the majority of Indonesians are Muslim.

Holy Spirit Missionary Sr Nikolin Padjo died after Mount Lewotobi
Laki-laki erupted.

Austrian bishop says antisemitic

incident a ‘deeply alarming sign’

@ After a group of Israeli soccer fans were beaten and taunted for
being Jewish by groups of young men after a game in Amsterdam, an
Austrian bishop condemned the violence, saying it evokes, referring
to Kristallnacht, “the darkest and most shameful days of our own his-
tory.”

Following a soccer match last week between a Dutch and an
Israeli team, at least 10 young men on scooters sought out Israeli
fans, verbally and physically assaulting them with punches and kicks,
and then quickly fled the scene.

Archbishop Franz Lackner of Salzburg, president of the Austrian
bishops’ conference, described the event in a November 8 interview
as a “deeply alarming sign”. “We must stand up against this,” he said.

Mexican bishops mobilise against

legalisation of abortion

@ As a legislative measure that “seeks the total decriminalisation of
abortion” in Mexico City moves forward, the Catholic Church in the
country is expressing its opposition and concern, with Mexico’s bish-
ops pointing out that, as pastors, they cannot remain silent in the face
of what they consider a threat to the fundamental right to life.

The Administration and Procurement of Justice and Gender
Equality Committees of the Mexico City Congress voted November
4 in favour of the proposal that seeks to eliminate the articles of the
Penal Code that penalise voluntary induced abortion, maintaining only
forced abortion punishable by law.

In a November 6 statement, the Mexican Bishops’ Conference
warned that, contrary to what those defending the measure claim,
eliminating the current limit of abortion at 12 weeks of gestation —
already permitted in Mexico City — “would open the door to the ter-
mination of pregnancy at any time”.

Priest slain by Nazis to be inducted
among ‘Righteous of the World’

A Catholic priest executed
by the Nazis in 1944 who's
today a candidate for saint-
hood will be memorialised
in November, along with
four other figures, in a “Gar-
den of the Righteous of the
World” located on the island
of Sicily.

Fr Alcide Lazzeri will be
honoured in a ceremony on
November 29, which will
feature the installation of a
star bearing his name in the
garden, which was launched
in 2015 as a joint project of
a cultural institute based in
Agrigento, Sicily, and local
park authorities.

The idea of the garden
is to honour moral heroes
of humanity, and, given the
location in Sicily, it’s no sur-
prise that anti-mafia cam-
paigners figure prominently
on the honour roll. Among
the first honourees was Fr
Giuseppe “Pino” Puglisi,
gunned down in 1993 for his
success in persuading youth
in his Brancaccio neighbour-
hood of Palermo to reject
organised crime.

Fr Puglisi was beatified
by Pope Francis in 2013,
becoming the first figure to
be officially recognised as a
martyr to the mafia.

Among others memorial-
ised in the garden are Khaled
al-Assad, a Syrian arche-
ologist beheaded by ISIS in
2015 for hiding historical
artifacts so they couldn’t be
destroyed; Alganesh Fes-
saha, an Eritrean human
rights activist known for her
protection of migrants both
in African and on the Italian

Fr Alcide Lazzeri. Photo: Vatican Media.

island of Lampedusa; and
Jakob and Elizabeth Kiinzler,
a Swiss couple who aided
countless sick and injured
persons during the Arme-
nian genocide of 1915-1917.

Now Fr Lazzeri will join
the list, honoured not only
for his death at the hands of
German troops but also for
attempting to save the lives
of his flock.

It was June 29, 1944, the
feast of Sts Peter and Paul,
when the “Hermann Go6ring”
division of the Germany
Luftwaffe, then in retreat

from the Allied campaign
in Italy, arrived in the small
town of Civitella in Val di
Chiana, located in the north-
central region of Tuscany. Fr
Lazzeri was saying Mass for
the community when troops
stormed into the church and
ordered everyone out.

According to witnesses,
Fr Lazzeri told the soldiers,
“Kill me and let me people
go free”.

Unfortunately, it was not
to be. The troops did indeed
execute Lazzeri, but they
also proceeded to kill 243

other people in and around
Civitella, representing one
of the worst atrocities of the
Second World War in Italy.
The massacre was carried
out in reprisal for an earlier
raid by Italian partisans that
left three German soldiers
dead.

A Dbeatification cause
was opened in 2018 by the
Diocese of Arezzo-Cor-
tona-Sansepolcro on the
75th anniversary of the
priest’s death.

Priest stabbed in Singapore is in stable condition

A priest in Singapore was
stabbed by a knife-wielding
man during Mass last week-
end.

Fr Christopher Lee, 57,
is the parish priest of St
Joseph’s Church, and is
in stable condition. The
37-year-old attacker was
restrained by parishioners

and later arrested.

“This incident has not
only grievously injured a
religious leader in a place of
worship, but has sown fear
in the community,” said Car-
dinal William Goh, the Arch-
bishop of Singapore.

A spokesperson from the
Communications Office of

the Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of Singapore said Lee
is “well-loved by the parish-
ioners and known for being
kind and compassionate to
everyone”.

“He is a dedicated pastor
to his flock, and an integral
part of the parish com-
munity. He also serves as

a member of the Archdioc-
esan Liturgy Commission
and is school chaplain for De
La Salle School,” the spokes-
person told Crux.

Police said the attacker
has past antecedents “for
serious hurt and misuse of
drugs offences”.

German bishops urge stability amid political turmoil in country

Cardinal Reinhard Marx of
Munich has sought to calm
fears about political insta-
bility in Europe’s largest
economy.

“No civil war is threat-
ening us,” Cardinal Marx
said last week during the
closing press conference of
the Bavarian bishops’ fall

assembly in Munich.

“Rather, we can make a
new beginning in an orderly
way,” the cardinal said,
according to CNA Deutsch,
CNA’s German-language
news partner.

“l believe we underesti-
mate in our country what it
means to have functioning

institutions that can also
deal with difficult situa-
tions,” Cardinal Marx added.

The comments came
after Chancellor Olaf Scholz
dismissed Finance Minister
Christian Lindner last week,
leading to the withdrawal of
all ministers from Lindner’s
Free Democratic Party (FDP)

from the governing coali-
tion.

Deutsche Welle reported
that the move ended the
three-party alliance between
Scholz’s Social Democrats
(SPD), the Greens, and the
FDP, which has been mired
in controversies.
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Cranes are seen around the Notre Dame athedral in Paris Novembr 7, 2024, which was ravaged by a fire in 2019, as
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restoration work continued before its reopening. The iconic cathedral is scheduled to reopen December 8, to be followed
by six months of celebrations, Masses, pilgrimages, prayers and exhibitions. Photo: OSV News/Sarah Meyssonnier,

Reuters.

Synod on Synodality undersecretary: Deposit
of faith doesn’t change and cannot change

Bishop Luis Marin de San Mar-
tin is one of the key figures of
the Synod on Synodality. Pope
Francis appointed him under-
secretary of the event, which
the Spanish prelate says he
has experienced as “an offer
of grace” and a call “to per-
sonal conversion”.

With the recent meeting in
Rome already concluded and
the final document issued, the
bishop emphasised in a con-
versation with ACI Prensa,
CNA’s Spanish-language news
partner, that synodality “is a
constitutive dimension of the
Church,” so that, despite the
fact that the assembly is over,
“the process continues”.

The prelate noted that
this dimension “is not an
achievement” or something
that is acquired, but “it exists

and has always existed”. He
affirmed that “the Church
‘is’ synodal” and that in this
stage of “implementation”
it is therefore intended to
develop this dimension, “to
draw out consequences and
to make it concrete in the life
of the Church”.

For the Augustinian, the
final document “is not a rec-
ipe book for measures or a
code of laws,” but rather “it
opens doors, indicates paths
to travel, and encourages pro-
cesses” with “diverse speeds,
developments, and concrete
expressions, because there
are geographical and cultural
differences,” although with
the same “deposit of faith:
one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism”.

During these four years, he

explained, he has tried to “lis-
ten to the voice of the Spirit to
discern how to be faithful to
the Lord and how to live and
bear witness to the Gospel in
today’s world”.

He also envisages it as an
opportunity for profound
renewal, which “comes from
the experience of the risen
Christ” and is also oriented
toward the mission in today’s
world, taking up cultural
diversity and different chal-
lenges, “but always in com-
munion”.

As for those who, “with
goodwill, feared a change in
doctrine, they have already
seen that this is not the case.
The deposit of faith does not
change and cannot change.
It’s a matter of going deeper
into it, formulating its expres-

sion and developing it in the
time at hand, as the Church
has done throughout its his-
tory,” Bishop Marin affirmed.

“The synodal process
arises from the action of the
Holy Spirit and necessarily
requires conversion of the
heart. If not, we will under-
stand nothing. The common
thread that links the differ-
ent parts of the document is,
in fact, an invitation to con-
version: called by the Spirit
to conversion; conversion
in relationships; conversion
in processes; conversion in
interconnectivity; conversio n
for the mission. For this, it is
necessary that love be, truly,
the common thread,” he con-
cluded.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby resigns
after report into sexual abuse of children

The Archbishop of Canterbury has
resigned after a report found the Church
of England covered up sexual abuse by

a barrister.

The independent Makin review into
John Smyth QC’s abuse of children and
young men was published last week.

Across five decades in three different
countries and involving as many as 130
boys and young men in the UK and Africa,

ago.

John Smyth QC is said to have subjected
his victims to traumatic physical, sexual,
psychological and spiritual attacks, per-
manently marking their lives.

The report concluded he might have
been brought to justice had Mr Welby
formally reported it to police a decade

In a resignation letter Justin Welby
said: “Having sought the gracious per-

mission of His Majesty The King, I have
decided to resign.

“The last few days have renewed my
long-felt and profound sense of shame at
the historic safeguarding failures of the
Church of England. For nearly 12 years

I have struggled to introduce improve-

ments. It is for others to judge what has
been done.”

\be no change of course. )
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Microsoft president to unveil
‘Al-enhanced experience’ of St
Peter’s Basilica

@ Microsoft President Brad Smith unveiled an artificial intelli-
gence-enhanced project focusing on St Peter’s Basilica dur-
ing a press conference at the Vatican..

This initiative, titled “The Basilica of St Peter’s: Al-
Enhanced Experience”, is a collaboration between Microsoft
and the Fabric of St Peter, the organisation responsible for the
conservation and maintenance of St Peter’s Basilica.

Since Smith launched Microsoft’s Al for Cultural Heritage
program in 2019, the tech company has worked on a number
of projects that provided digitally enriched ways to explore art,
architecture, and historical sites through artificial intelligence.

Microsoft developed the Ancient Olympia project in
Greece, which used Al to digitally reconstruct the birthplace
of the Olympic Games, offering an immersive exploration of
the ruins.

Pope Francis urges people to
pray for Spain flood victims

® Opening his Wednes- a special way, let us pray for
day general audience in St Valencia and for the other
Peter’s Square with a prayer areas of Spain that are suf-
to Our Lady of the Forsaken fering because of the water,”
(Virgen de los Desam- the Holy Father said.
parados), the patroness of More than 200 people
Valencia, Spain, Pope Fran- have been confirmed dead in
cis asked people to pray for Valencia since heavy rains hit
the victims of flash floods in the eastern province of Spain
Spain. last week. An additional 90
“l wished to greet the people were reported miss-
Virgen de los Desampara- ing after severe floods swept
dos,” the Pope told the through the city, destroying
crowds of pilgrims at the Vati- homes and personal prop-
can after placing a white rose erty, businesses, roads, and
before her statue. “Today, in  other public infrastructure.

Key papal aide says Vatican will
seek dialogue with Trump

@ Despite conflicts with Pope Francis on matters ranging from
immigration and climate change to China and the Middle East
during Donald Trump’s last stint in the White House, a sen-
ior Vatican official has said that during his new term, Rome
intends to “seek dialogue”.

Italian Jesuit Fr Antonio Spadaro, under-secretary of the
Vatican’s Dicastery for Culture and a close advisor to Pope
Francis, spoke last week in interviews with Italian news agen-
cies.

Fr Spadaro said that the Vatican hopes for dialogue with
Trump on matters both domestic and international.

Dialogue is needed, Fr Spadaro said, first of all “for a better
American society, where it’s obvious that many people don’t
feel at home, where they don't feel recognised and protected,
and there’s a cry to be heard”.

Vatican’s top diplomat says
Trump won’t change Pope’s line
on China

® While congratulating Donald Trump and wishing him “much
wisdom” in his second term, the Vatican’s top diplomat also
bluntly declared last week that a controversial deal with China
on the appointment of bishops will continue regardless of
reactions that may come from America during a new Trump
administration.

Italian Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican’s Secretary
of State, spoke to reporters on the sidelines of an event at
Rome’s Jesuit-run Gregorian University on artificial intelli-
gence and international humanitarian law.

Asked about tensions that arose between the White House
and the Vatican over China during the previous Trump admin-
istration, which included then-Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
warning that the Vatican risked “losing its moral authority” for
its approach to Beijing, Cardinal Parolin indicated there would
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Bishop Niall Coll

here is a long

tradition in the

Church that each

new bishop picks
a motto, normally chosen
from Scripture, which seeks
to encapsulate his thoughts,
prayers and priorities as he
begins his new ministry.
When I arrived in Ossory in
January of last year, the one
I chose was ‘Christ Jesus our
hope, taken from the open-
ing salutation of the First Let-
ter of St Paul to Timothy. You
can imagine how confirmed
I felt in adopting that theme
when at much the same time
Pope Francis announced that
the next Holy Year (which
happen every twenty-five
years) due in 2025 would be
a ‘Jubilee Year of Hope’'.

©®®Amid this
malaise, it often
feels as though
joy is slipping
through our
fingers like sand.
So how can we

talk about hope in
a time like this?”

Without doubt we find our-
selves in a world today where
hope is desperately needed,
especially in the individual-
istic and secularised socie-
ties of the West, where many
people have drifted from faith
and from the Church. Lacking
spiritual rootedness, and not
just among the young, many
struggle to find meaning and
purpose in life.

Research by prominent
international scholars like
Jonathan Haidt in the United
States, and survey after sur-
vey here in Ireland (see, for
example, mentalhealthire-
land.ie) find that mental
health crises, not least those

Bishop of Ossory Niall Coll
Photo: KCLR/Pixabay

associated with and overreli-
ance on technology and social
media, and also gambling and
the abuse of drugs are on the
rise. Amid this malaise, it
often feels as though joy is
slipping through our fingers
like sand. So how can we talk
about hope in a time like this?

Pope Francis

Pope Francis, never a man
to shrink from a challenge,
declared the 2025 church
year as a Jubilee of Hope,
precisely because hope is
not a luxury or frill—it is
essential to life and human
flourishing. It is not to be
confused with mere opti-
mism or wishful thinking:
it is a deep and grounded
belief that God is pre-
sent, even in the darkest
moments of our lives.

The Pope knows that in
today’s world, many feel
disconnected, lost, and
overwhelmed by the pres-
sures of modern life. Anxi-
ety and depression have
become all too common,
particularly among our
young people. The values of
a completely secular out-
look on life, so promoted by
the commercial world, poli-
tics and the media, seem to
promise freedom and self-
fulfilment, but in fact often
deliver isolation, confusion
and unhappiness.

Many are searching for
meaning, but the paths
they take leave them more
empty, more anxious and
more alone.

Many loud voices tell us
today that faith is outdated,
that it has no place in the
lives of modern people.
But the truth is, the human
heart has not changed. We
are still searching for the
same things that the gen-
erations before us sought:
love, belonging, meaning,
purpose, peace and hope of
eternal life.

66 This Jubilee
Year is an
invitation—not
just to those who
are already in
the Church, but
to all people—to
rediscover hope”

These things, alas, can-
not be found in material
wealth, social status or
endless entertainment.
As our better selves know
well already, true mean-
ing comes from knowing
that we are loved by God
and that we are called to
love others in return: that’s
the great double command-
ment of Jesus as he calls his
followers both to love of
God and love of neighbour
(Mark 12:30-31).

Back to Pope Francis: this
Jubilee Year is an invita-
tion—not just to those who
are already in the Church,
but to all people—to redis-
cover hope. For those who

06 This Jubilee Year of Hope is not
about going through the motions

of religious practices, but about a
radical transformation of our hearts”

Jubilee Year of Hope

have drifted away from
faith, it is an invitation to
come home, to find rest in
God’s love and mercy. For
those who are weighed
down by the burdens of
life, it is an invitation to lay
those burdens at the feet of
Christ. And for those who
feel there is no meaning
to life, it is an invitation to
discover the profound truth
that we are all made in the
image and likeness of God,
and that each of our lives
has infinite value.

Being signs of
God’s love

This Jubilee Year of Hope
is not about going through
the motions of religious
practices, but about a radi-
cal transformation of our
hearts. More to the point,
it is about living out the
hope we proclaim—not just
in our words, but in our
actions. When we live with
hope, we become beacons
of light in the darkness. We
become signs of God’s love
in a world that desperately
needs it. That is why Pope
Francis is his fourth and
latest encyclical, Dilexit
Nos, published recently,
counsels us that ‘our heart
is the ultimate judge, not of
what we show or hide from
others, but of who we truly
are’. (No 6)

So, brothers and sis-
ters, let us here in Ireland
and in the wider Church
everywhere, take up this
call from Pope Francis. He
will begin the Holy Year on
Christmas Eve in St Peter’s
Basilica, Rome and then,
the following Sunday, it is
to be initiated in every dio-
cese throughout the world
at Masses in the respective
cathedrals.

O Letters to the editor will
return next week.

The voiceless have
the loudest say

espite 54% of Catholic - and 60% of non-Catholic

Christians - voting for Donald Trump, according

to exit polls, it would be naive to rely on him to

preside as a Christian leader of the world’s most
powerful country.

However, the voting trends which saw the President-
elect win the election with a popular vote surplus of four
million surprised even the most optimistic of supporters.
Surprising many, he gained a 10% increase in Hispanic
voters, a growing and increasingly important voting bloc,
despite perceptions that his stance on immigration would
count against him.

Kamala Harris, having campaigned on a strongly gen-
dered female position, failed to gain from this block com-
pared to Joe Biden four years ago.

Harris made no gains at all in any significant category,
while Trump made many small, but significant gains
which contributed to an effective landslide. If any lessons
are to be learned, it is that a failure to recognise that peo-
ple vote on concrete issues that affect them directly rather
than voting on concepts and ideals.

Harris focused on reproductive rights (abortion) in
her final push, an issue that directly resonates with only
a subset of the population, reflected in exit polls which
showed she fared best with the demographic of repro-
ductive age, while Trump’s focus on immigration and the
economy resonated with the wider population. It is hard
to tell whether his vacillation on abortion - and Melania’s
biography standing directly in the ‘reproductive rights’
camp - gained or lost him support.

Since the 2022 decision to reverse Roe v Wade, delegat-
ing decisions on abortion to the State level, the subject is
less of a critically decisive issue - although it remains divi-
sive. The Dobbs v Jackson decision - and the denationalising
of abortion - is a direct result of Supreme Court appoint-
ments made by Trump between 2016 and 2020, putting in
place a slim ‘conservative’ majority, even if his appointees
don’t always live up to their conservative credentials.

It is somewhat ironic that on the same day as Trump
was returned to power, that the pro-life cause suffered a
number of losses in 7 states, only partially offset by vic-
tories in 3 states. Colorado, Maryland, Montana, Nevada,
Missouri and Arizona - states where abortion was already
very liberal, voted to enshrine some form of right to abor-
tion in their State-level constitutions. Efforts to extend
abortion rights in Florida, Nebraska and South Dakota
were rejected.

Catholics moving to majority support for a Republican
candidate is a significant shift in US politics - and with the
Catholic population increasing primarily through immi-
gration through its Southern border and a higher fertil-
ity rate amongst recent immigrants, the Catholic vote is
becoming increasingly important and increases in the
Hispanic vote for Trump highlight not so much that he is
friendly towards Catholics and Christians - but that he is
not ideologically hostile to what the Catholic faith holds
valuable.

Some may argue that his stance on immigration is
at odds with Christian values to welcome the stranger,
this entreaty towards individual values is often conflated
with what is sound public policy. Voters in the States have
become tired of being gaslit by their elected representa-
tives, celebrities and the wealthy establishment who live
insulated from the impact of the disruption caused by
unregulated and uncontrolled immigration.

The response of the Hispanic community surprised
many who failed to understand that alongside poorer
Americans, it is the first- and second-generation immi-
grants to the US, who feel the impact of the disruption,
dislocation and criminality that comes with the chaos of
porous borders.

Just as the residents of Beverly Hills or Silicon Valley
are immune to the negative aspects of illegal immigration
and gain all the benefits of cheap labour, they tend to be
on the opposite side of the culture wars from those same
communities who chose Trump’s message that focused on
the practical aspects of the daily lives of the voters.

Politicians, journalists and celebrities have louder
voices and greater access to the platforms that inform
debate for 365 days a year, year after year, but one day,
every four years, the voiceless have the loudest say.

If they are not being listened to, if they are rendered
powerless and their concerns unheard, the bubble of the
echo chamber can be rudely burst. Not just in America, it
is happening in Europe, and could happen in Ireland yet.
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Fr Joshua J. Whitfield

My words
will not pass
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was born in Recife, capital

of the state, the youngest

of three children, and lived

most of my life in a town
called Escada, 61km away. [ was
raised in the Catholic religion
from the cradle, having very
fond memories of a childhood
spent in contact with the Holy
Eucharist, the catechism and
the sacraments. At nine years of
age | joined the Legion of Mary
(an Irish organisation which
is very popular in Brazil, of
which I am still a member and
spiritual director), and I also
had the wonderful opportunity
to be in contact with a small
congregation of Camillian Sisters
whose convent is located behind
our residence, thus being able
to work as a volunteer in their
Nursing Home and as an altar
boy in the Parish’s Main Church,
currently the Archdiocesan
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Escada.
My vocation arose out of a desire
for intimacy with the Lord, from
the impulse to give my life to help
others, and from the admiration
[ felt for the Church. For this
reason, when I was thirteen years
old, I expressed to my mother a
desire to be a priest and began to
participate in vocational meetings
at the Archdiocesan Seminary.

Rosy

However, not everything in
life was rosy. My parents

unfortunately broke up, which
was an extremely painful episode
for our family and a turning point
for my life and vocation. My
mother suffered a lot and had to
overcome a depression that lasted
six months, and only then she
could move forward and become
even more the pillar of support for
our family.

06 1 identified
strongly with the
charism of the
Carmelite Order,
which involves
Prayer, Fraternity
and Mission”

We also faced difficulties
financially due to the decrease in
our family income, which led me
to divert my focus from a possible
vocation to the priesthood and

dedicate myself to studies so that
I could work and help my mother.

I was living for my

circumstances, but not for
what I was called to live, says
- _ Br Luiz Otavio S. Silva, 0. Carm

That was how, at the age of
seventeen, | passed a public exam
and at eighteen I started working
at a public bank in Brazil called
Caixa Economica Federal. It led to
five and a half years of work and
learning, during which time life
went on, I gained two nieces and
a nephew, I studied mathematics
and business administration, [
built my first assets, a car, land
on the beach, a small studio
apartment on the first floor of
our house; but there was always
something missing and I didn’t
feel like I was truly myself.

And so it was that, at the

age of 23, I felt as if [ was living
because of my circumstances,
but not for what [ was called

to live. That life was good

and just, but it was not really
what made me feel happy

and accomplished. So, I

began to reflect again on my
vocation to the priesthood. I
remember some key moments
in my discernment, such as the
encounter for young people

in my town, which brought

us together for a weekend of
prayer and religious talks, in
which I felt very strongly the
Lord’s call in my heart through
the verse in the gospel of St
Luke “from the one who has
been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked”
(12:48). Or the opportunity I had
to meet the Carmelites through
Fr Rinaldo Francisco, a friar
from the Pernambuco Province
who was born in Escada. At that
point, I identified strongly with
the charism of the Carmelite

66 Having left behind my career and
possessions, I have often received many
blessings aware of the Gospel regarding
those who leave ‘houses or brothers

or sisters or father or mother...” (MT
19:28), and I hope to enter eternal life”

Order, which involves Prayer,
Fraternity and Mission. In
addition to being fascinated by
the writings of Saints such as St
Therese of the Child Jesus and St
Teresa of Jesus/Avila.

Acceptance

Then [ became a Carmelite
at the age of 24, and now [
count almost ten years of a
happy religious life, with its
ups and downs, full of the
consolations and challenges of
those who follow the path of
Christ Jesus, but also one full
of life, faith, hope and love.
Having left behind my career
and possessions, I have often
received many blessings aware
of the Gospel regarding those
who leave ‘houses or brothers
or sisters or father or mother...’
(MT 19:28), and [ hope to enter
eternal life. Many other events
have profoundly marked my life
story, such as the death of my
dear mother and my coming to
Ireland, but these are stories for
a further chapter, or perhaps for
a conversation between friends
with a good cup of coffee.

In Christ, your Brother.
@ Br Luiz Otavio, O. Carm., is
a Brazilian Carmelite from the
state of Pernambuco, currently
living in Dublin and studying
theology at Pontifical University
Maynooth.
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very now and then,

you realise that you

are part of some-

thing historic, quite
possibly, a once-in-a-lifetime
moment. In that situation,
you don’t want to miss any-
thing; you know you want to
recall each part of this special
time.

So it was when the relics
of St Bernadette visited the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate
in Inchicore, Dublin in Octo-
ber 2024. They arrived just
before lunch on Wednesday,
October 23 and left for the
Franciscan church of Adam &
Eve’s on Merchant’s Quay in
Dublin, before lunch on Fri-
day. And between those two
times, the arrival of the relics
and their departure, was one
of the most beautiful times
ever in Inchicore.

It all began, of course, a
long time ago! Initially, it
was planned that the relics
would visit Ireland in 2020,
but Covid struck and like most
things, the visit was can-
celled. The rescheduled date
of the visit of the relics to Ire-
land commenced in Septem-
ber 2024. Over two months, it
travelled to every diocese in
Ireland and to two one order,
the Franciscans, and one con-
gregation, the Oblates.

The reality of the visit struck
home when I arrived at the
Cathedral of Christ the King in
Mullingar, to collect the relics
and drive them to Inchicore. I
always knew that this would
be a special trip but from the
moment that I sat behind the
wheel, with the relics, and a
statue of Our Lady of Lourdes
securely stowed behind, I was
aware of the sacredness of this
time. Usually, when in a vehi-
cle alone, I turn on the radio -
but not that day. Initially, I was

silent, taking it in, the incredible
privilege of the journey that I
was making, and as the jour-
ney began, and I left Mullingar
behind, I started to pray! And
when [ had finished the Rosary,
[ just talked to St Bernadette!
People began to gather
outside the closed doors of
the church from about 1pm;
already, the feeling in the air of
something very special taking
place and it never left the place.
The church was never quiet and
certainly, never empty. For the
liturgies, the church was stand-
ing room only, with people
standing in the aisle and every
available seating place (includ-
ing extra seating installed for
the visit) fully occupied. And
no-one complained; there
was always that feeling of the
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privilege felt by being present.
Standing, or waiting in a queue,
was a small price to pay for the
opportunity to be there during
those days.

And it wasn't just the peo-
ple of Inchicore and the nearby
areas of Bluebell, Kilmainham,
Ballyfermot, and other neigh-
bourhoods. People came from
all parts of the city and indeed,
beyond the city, from parts of
Kildare, Meath, and Wicklow. I
even heard of people who came
from Galway, as they wanted
to visit the relics when they
were in the “Irish Lourdes” as
the Grotto in Inchicore is often
called!

Everything about this visit was
special. The primary purpose

He told me that all day, people were buying Mass cards,
writing the address on the envelope, putting on the stamp,
and placing it in the post-box! Not alone were people
making a visit themselves to the relics but there was the
overwhelming response of those same people joining those
who could not be there, by sending them a Mass card”

dett

behind the visit of the relics was
to give those who have not been
able to go to Lourdes, the oppor-
tunity for a ‘Lourdes pilgrim-
age experience’ at home. For
this reason, we had the water
gesture, replicating the baths
experience and which took
place at the Grotto in Inchicore,
we had the adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and bless-
ing of the sick, following the
example of the Blessed Sacra-
ment Procession and adoration
that takes place every after-
noon in Lourdes at 5pm. And
of course, we had the Torchlight
Marian Procession, echoing the
same procession that occurs in
Lourdes every night of the week
at9pm.

The Torchlight Procession
was a profound experience of
the presence of God and of the
love for Our Lady. The church
was crowded, now in darkness
of course. And once the opening
prayers were recited, the statue
of Our Lady of Lourdes, carried
by a team from the Oblate Youth
Service and accompanied by a
local Scout troop, made its way
from the church door, through
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the school grounds, around the
basketball centre, and on to
the Oblate garden that adjoins
the Grotto. We processed past
the Community Cemetery, the
final resting place of so many
Oblates. And of course, there
was a certain poignancy in this
for those of us who are associ-
ated with the pilgrimage itself
as on the previous Monday, only
three days earlier, the former
Director of the pilgrimage and
a wonderful friend to so many,
Fr Vincent Mullingan OMI, was
laid to rest in that same cem-
etery. He would have been so
thrilled with this moment!

It was almost possible to
believe that this is the same
Torchlight Procession in
which we have participated
in Lourdes for decades.

All too soon, this visit was
over. Butin those days, thou-
sands of people came to ven-
erate the relics, to have those
few moments of personal
quiet and person prayer
standing next to the reliquary
containing the relics. Who

The sacredness of

St Berna s visit

can imagine the prayers said
there? And those who came
were the old and the young,
families, the sick, the infirm.
And what was inspiring
throughout was that, even
for the young, without being
told, there was the unspoken
realisation that this was not
an ‘Instagram’ moment - no!
It didn’t need to be said.

This was, truly,
a visit for which
words cannot do
justice. It was a
visit that was felt
deep inside, and
one whose memory
will live on”

There were so many situ-
ations, conversations, over
the days of the visit but one
stands out and tells its own
story. On the second day of
the visit, I took a phone call
from a woman who wanted
to have Mass cards sent to
her. So, I went to the post-
box. The box was full; it was
impossible to get my envelope
into the box - and it wasn’t a
big envelope. I spoke with
one of those managing the
car park for the visit, a man
very familiar with Inchic-
ore, and told him what had
happened, and I speculated
that with the business park
across the road, the school
adjoining the Oblate house,
perhaps this is always a busy
box? No, he said. He told me
that all day, people were buy-
ing Mass cards, writing the
address on the envelope, put-
ting on the stamp, and placing
it in the post-box! Not alone
were people making a visit
themselves to the relics but
there was the overwhelming
response of those same peo-
ple joining those who could
not be there, by sending them
a Mass card. And doing so in
such big numbers that the
post-box was full to capacity
(and beyond)!

This was, truly, a visit for
which words cannot do jus-
tice. It was a visit that was felt
deep inside, and one whose
memory will live on.

Gerard Bennett, from Co.
Westmeath, is the President
of the Oblate Lourdes Pil-
grimage Hospitalité. Gerard
has been travelling to Lourdes
as a volunteer with both the
Oblates and as a hospitalier
for many years.
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Newman on conversion

ately I've had occasion to

read two books by St John

Henry Newman. One is

Newman’s first novel, Loss
and Gain, while the other is that
classic “history of my religious opin-
ions” (Newman'’s words), the Apolo-
gia Pro Vita Sua.

Although the two volumes could
hardly be more unalike in most
respects, both are of considerable
interest for what they tell us about
the process of religious conversion.

Let’s start with Loss and
Gain. Published in 1848, just two
years after Newman's own con-
version, its central character is an
Oxford student named Charles Red-
ing whose religious journey, from
Anglicanism to Catholicism, paral-
lels Newman's. The story is by no
means autobiographical, but the
process of conversion is much the
same in both cases.

Both conversions, the one in the
story and Newman’s in real life,
are what might be called Oxford
conversions. Reding’s occurs in the
heyday of the Oxford Movement,
the Anglican renewal effort that
sought to make English Anglican-
ism more Catholic and ended - for
those like Newman who, after
much prayer and study, finally took
the step of ‘crossing the Tiber’ and
became Catholics themselves.

And the key to conversion? Above
all God’s grace of course, but, para-
doxically, in human terms the key is

everal years ago, I attended

a conference in Melbourne

Australia. It related to world

religions and there was a
specific section on Indigenous peo-
ple.Iwas enthralled by a leader from
the Inuit community. Though they
live simple lives, it has its complexi-
ties. They are herders and nomadic,
so they walk with their animals,
caribou, more commonly known as
Reindeers as the move from feed-
ing ground to feeding ground. He
was particularly incensed about one
thing that happened into his tribe a
few years previously. Because peo-
ple are herder and tribes people,
we often fail to give them credit for
their incredible intelligence. Their
knowledge and understanding of
the world is admirable. For instance,
because they are nomadic the spoke
five languages so they could speak to
people in the various countries they
passed through while herding their
deer. Their tribe has travelled the
same lands for centuries, knowing
where to stop, start, feed and rest.

John Henry Newmeﬂﬂ:;‘:;-“_

often the objections raised by others
against what is for Reding, as it was
for Newman, no easy decision. Time
and again this obstacle moves the
young man to persist even though
persisting means breaking with fam-
ily and friends and even his beloved
Oxford.

On the morning of his final parting,
Reding bids an intensely personal
goodbye to the university, described
in lyrical terms. “The morning was
frosty, and there was a mist; the
leaves flitted about; all was in uni-
son with the state of his feelings...
There was no one to see him; he
threw his arms round the willows

There was one spot that they crossed
over the years. It was a frozen lake that
was part of the trail. One time, they
were crossing the ice gave way and
they lost hundreds of deer in a most
tragic and frightening way. This had
never happened before...if it did it
would have been in the folklore of his
people. This was, as far as he was con-
cerned, the impact of global warming
and he was worried for his people as
their leader. But it was how he spoke
about his people and his role as leader
that intrigued me more than anything.

Another indigenous man turned
to him and spoke a little more about
leadership and its burdens saying that
he was not yet a leader and he wished
he would not become one. When
asked why he replied that when you
are a chief you don’t own anything -
if one of my people walks by me and
they have no coat, and it is cold I have
to give them mine.

We've come to associate leadership
with power, status, influence and
privilege and reward. There is much
goodness among many of our leaders
but across out world the important
quality for leadership is the one spo-
ken about in the Gospel. We are told
‘that Jesus spoke with authority’. Did
he bang the pulpit, did he quote his
qualifications, did he tell them how
much money he had, or did he boast
about the number of connections he
had in Jerusalem or back in Galilee,
did he tell of his pension fund? His

so dear to him and kissed them; he
tore off some of their black leaves
and put them in his bosom.”

In the case of the Apologia Pro Vita
Sua the spur lay in the very circum-
stance that led to the book (“How
great a trial it is to me to write the
following history of myself,” New-
man writes at the start). The story
is familiar. An Anglican clergyman
and popular writer named Charles
Kingsley took an unprovoked cheap
shot in a journal review at Newman
and Catholic priests generally, alleg-
ing something very like habitual
untruthfulness on their part.

Newman demanded a public
apology, Kingsley hedged, and the
upshot was a series of pamphlets by
Newman putting the whole episode
on the record. The pamphlets were
the basis for what became the Apo-
logia.

These two books together
point to a surprising conclu-
sion: Often, as here, despite
significant opposition, someone per-
sists in a life-changing decision at
least partly because the opposition
has the unanticipated consequence
of reinforcing the determination to
persist. Although that may seem like
a banal conclusion, in the hands of a
master like Newman it sheds help-
ful light on what might otherwise
look like incomprehensible stub-
bornness.

Russell Shaw, a veteran journal-
ist and writer, is the author of more
than 20 books, including three nov-
els.

from the Quays

authority was unlike that which
people experienced from the scribes
and pharisees - his authority was his
integrity and authenticity. For the
Christian, leadership is somehow
becoming the word of God, being
Christlike in our world today. It is
not to seek after self - it is not to
chase after power and privilege or
to be empire building in a material
sense. However, our present world
has us more venerable so we may
find ourselves being nervous and
anxious about these things. We
must watch this because it can do
us great damage. As the psychologist
Eric Fromm says, “Greed is a bottom-
less pit which exhausts the person in
an endless effort to satisfy the need
without ever reaching satisfaction.”

Christianity holds the greatest
model for leadership in our world. It
starts with the integrity and authen-
ticity of those who step into power,
be they Inuit or world presidents.

Jesus’ inner world was manifest
in his teaching and his actions. Peo-
ple say his inner and outer world
was one and the same - this is pre-
cisely what authenticity and integ-
rity is. The worst type of leader we
can have is one whose inner world
is committed to power, privilege,
greed or destruction and yet their
outer world present something dif-
ferent.

So, let’s think about it, let’s pray
about it and let’s do something
about it.

Q: Please explain what an indul-
gence is and how it can reduce
or eliminate the time a soul must

spend in purgatory.

A: Indulgences are perhaps one of
the more misunderstood parts of
Catholic practice. But indulgences
are deeply rooted in several key
Catholic theological concepts, such
as the nature of purgatory, the
Church’s authority, the spiritual
power of prayer and sacrifice and
the communion of saints.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church gives us a quick working
definition of an indulgence when
it states: “Through indulgences the
faithful can obtain the remission
of temporal punishment resulting
from sin for themselves and also
for the souls in Purgatory” (CCC,
No. 1498).

Canon 992 of the Code of Canon
Law further tells us: “A member of
Christ’s faithful who is properly
disposed and who fulfils certain
specific conditions, may gain an
indulgence by the help of the
Church which, as the minister of
redemption, authoritatively dis-
penses and applies the treasury of
the merits of Christ and the Saints.”

Breaking this down into more
practical terms, an indulgence
is a spiritual benefit attached to
certain pious acts specified by the
Holy Father - such as, for example,
visiting a designated pilgrimage
site during a Jubilee year - which
can eliminate (in the case of a “ple-
nary indulgence”) or reduce (with
a “partial indulgence”) the amount
of time a soul spends in Purgatory.

In addition to devoutly com-
pleting the pious act in question,
the one seeking to earn a plenary
indulgence must also: 1. Pray for
the Pope’s intentions; 2. Make a
good confession and receive Holy
Communion close to the time of
earning the indulgence; and 3. Be
sincerely repentant of their sins, to
the point of no longer having any
sense of attachment to sin.

While the process of earning an
indulgence is relatively straight-
forward, the spiritual mechanics
of how and why indulgences work
can be a bit more subtle.

First, it's important to keep in
mind that souls in purgatory are
all destined for Heaven, and thus
that they have already repented
of and been forgiven for their sins.

We also need to understand that,
strictly speaking, purgatory is a
state outside of linear time as we
experience it on Earth. So even
though we speak of purgatory as
a time of “temporal punishment,”
this does not mean that purga-
tory is akin to a jail sentence with
indulgences being like a sort of
parole.

Recalling the catechism’s
reminder that “every sin, even
venial, entails an unhealthy attach-
ment to creatures, which must be
purified either here on Earth, or
after death” (CCC, No. 1472), we
can more accurately understand
purgatory as a phase of spiritual
purification to prepare souls still
affected by the spiritual conse-
quences of their sins to enter even-
tually into the full presence of God
in Heaven.

Just like our prayers and sacri-
fices can help ourselves and others
grow closer to God in this life, the
Church teaches that we can help
the souls in purgatory move far-
ther along on their spiritual jour-
ney even after their deaths. While
our simple prayers can always help
the souls in purgatory, indulgences
are an especially powerful means
of providing this kind of spiritual
assistance.

Indulgences work because we
believe that many of the Church’s
saints already prayed, sacrificed
and patiently suffered enough
during their earthly lives to have
already have been purified enough
to enter Heaven; and that all their
additional good deeds on top of
what was needed for their own
salvation created a kind of “sur-
plus” of grace which the catechism
refers to as “the Church’s treasury”
(CCC, No. 1476).

Because the Holy Father, as the
successor to St Peter, shares in St
Peter’s power to “bind and loose”
(Mt 16:19), the Pope therefore has
the power to distribute the extra
grace in the Church’s treasury to
souls that need it. Indulgences are
essentially how the pope distrib-
utes these spiritual goods.
© Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds
a licentiate in canon law, is a con-
secrated virgin and a canonist
whose column appears weekly at
0OSV News. Send your questions to
CatholicQA@osv.com.
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t the Last Supper

when Jesus insti-

tuted the Eucha-

rist, He chose to
use two elements, bread and
wine. The images are now
so deeply ingrained in our
consciousness that we never
stop to ask, why bread and
wine? Among all the things
Jesus might have chosen,
why these two? What do
they carry in themselves
that make them particularly
apt to give expression to the
body and blood of Christ?
What, more particularly,
does each represent?

As they are used in the
Eucharist, bread and wine
symbolise very different
aspects of our lives, of our
world, and of Jesus’ life.

Bread. What is bread?
What did it represent for
Jesus at that first Eucharist?
A loaf of bread is made up
of many kernels of wheat
which when ground up lose

Catechism of
the Catholic
Church

By Renata Milan Morales

their separate identity and
become a single loaf. In the
Eucharist, the bread repre-
sents us, many individuals,
now together as one body,
the Body of Christ. But it also
represents a particular aspect
of our lives, namely, our lives
insofar as we are joyous,
healthy, in community with
each other, and thriving as
God’s children. The smell of
fresh bread speaks of life. So
does the bread at the Eucha-
rist. It becomes the bread of
the world’s achievements
and holds up for God’s bless-
ing all that is young, healthy,
creative, and bursting with
life.

Metaphorically, the bread cel-
ebrates the Galilean period in
Jesus’ life and in our own lives
- the time of youth, of mira-
cles, of walking on water, of
raising people from the dead,
of the joyous energy of life, of

falling in love, and of the birth
of new life.

I offer you

everything that is
healthy and thriving

in our world - the
joy at our tables,
the joy of children,
the hopeful dreams
of the young”

The wine. What did it rep-
resent for Jesus and what does
it represent in the Eucharist?
Wine is made from crushed
grapes and represents blood.
And as the blood of Christ, it
represents all that is broken,
fragile, not whole, sick, suffer-
ing, and dying in the world. It is
the wine of the world’s mortal-
ity and inadequacy, the blood
of all is crushed as the world’s
achievements take place.

Metaphorically, the wine
commemorates the Jerusalem

period of Jesus’ life and that
period in our own lives - the
time of misunderstanding, of
being the victim, of mental
anguish, of physical anguish, of
being ostracised, of the loneli-
ness of dying when others can’t
help us.

And the two together make
for one balanced whole, life in
all its aspects. In effect, when
the presider at a Eucharist
holds up the bread and wine,
this what is being said: ‘Lord,
what I hold up for you today is
all that is in this world, both of
joy and suffering - the bread of
the world’s achievements and
the blood of all that's crushed
as those achievements take
place. I offer you everything
that is healthy and thriving
in our world - the joy at our
tables, the joy of children, the
hopeful dreams of the young,
the satisfaction of achieve-
ment, and everything that’s
creative and bursting with

life, even as I offer you all that
is weak, feeble, aged, crushed,
sick, dying, and victimised. I
offer to you all the pagan beau-
ties, pleasures, and joys of this
life, even as I stand with you
under the cross, affirming that
the one who is excluded from
earthly pleasure is the corner-
stone of the community. I offer
you the strong, along with the
weak and gentle of heart,
asking you to bless both and
stretch my heart so that it can,
like you, hold and bless every-
thing that is. I offer you both
the wonders and the pains of
this world, your world.

Spirituality might take
some lessons from this. Too
often spiritualities are one-
sided and need balance.

On the one hand, a spiritual-
ity can centre itself too one-sid-
edly on human thriving to the
neglect of human inadequacy:
suffering, sin, mortality, and of
Jesus'’ invitation to take up his
cross. It celebrates only youth,
health, prosperity, and good-

Over every living thing which is to spring
up, to grow, to flower, to ripen during this
day, I say again the words: ‘This is my body”

ness — and presents a Jesus who
offers us a ‘Prosperity Gospel’
rather than a Whole Gospel.
Conversely, a spirituality
can centre itself too one-sid-
edly on human inadequacy:
sin, mortality, asceticism, and
the renunciation of pleasure.
It celebrates the old but not
the young, the sick but not the
healthy, the poor but not the
prosperous, the dying but not
the living, and the next world
but not this one. This strips
the Gospel of its wholeness
and presents a Jesus who is an
unhealthy ascetic and frowns
on natural human happiness.

The bread and wine in the
Eucharist give voice to all
aspects of life. In the words
of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin,
the words of consecration at
a Eucharist in essence read
like this: “Over every living
thing which is to spring up,
to grow, to flower, to ripen
during this day, I say again the
words: ‘This is my body’. And
over every death-force which
waits in readiness to corrode,
to wither, to cut down, I speak
again your words which
express the supreme mystery
of faith: ‘This is my blood.”

Our capacity and desire for God

aith is our response to God,
who reveals himself to us,
bringing us light as we search
for the ultimate meaning of
his life. The desire for God is written
in the human heart. God never ceases
to draw man to himself.

Our dignity rests above all because
we are called to communion with God
as soon as we came into being. We are
created by God and for God. Only in
God will we find truth and happi-
ness. This search for God demands
of us effort of intellect, a will and the
witness of others. There are univer-
sal expressions to our quest for God
in our beliefs and behaviour: prayers,
rituals, meditations...

This bond can be forgotten or
rejected because of different causes:
revolt against evil in the world; igno-
rance or indifference; the cares and

riches of this world; bad example on
the part of believers; hostility; the
attitude of sinful person which hides
from God out of fear.

Ways of coming

to know God

The person who seeks God discov-
ers certain ways of coming to know
him - proofs for the existence of God
- which allow us to attain certainty
about the truth. They have a twofold
point of departure: the physical world
and the human person. In all this we
discern signs of our spiritual soul, the
seed of eternity we bear in ourselves.

Our faculties make us capable of
knowing of the existence of a per-
sonal God. To be able to access real
intimacy with him, God willed to
reveal himself to us, and to give us
the grace of being able to welcome

this revelation in faith. The proofs of
God’s existence can predispose us to
faith and help us to see that faith is
not opposed to reason.

The knowledge of God

God can be known with certainty
from the created world by the natu-
ral light of human reason. We have
this capacity because we are created
“in the image of God”. Only by being
enlightened by God’s revelation we
can exceed our understanding.

The truths that concern the rela-
tions between God and us transcend
the visible order of things. If they are
translated into human action and
influence it, they call for self-sur-
render and abnegation. We struggle
to comprehend these truths by the
impact of the senses and the imagi-
nation and by disordered appetites -

consequences of original sin.

How can we speak
about God?

Since our knowledge of God is lim-
ited, our words fall short of the mys-
tery of God.

All creatures bear a certain resem-
blance to God, especially us, created
in the image and likeness of God. The
perfections of creatures reflect the
infinite perfection of God.

God transcends all creatures. We
must purify our language of every-
thing in it that is limited if we are
not to confuse our image of God with
our human representations. We can’t
grasp what God is, but only what God
is not, and how other beings stand in
relation to Him.

O Next week we will explore para-
graphs 50 to 74, ‘God’s revalation
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Dn 12:1-3

Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
Heb 10:11-14, 18
Mk 13:24-32

esus is on the “Mount

of Olives opposite the

temple area” talking

about the end of the
world (Mk 13:3).

That’s significant because
according to prophecy it is
from the Mount of Olives
that the Lord will begin the
last battle against Israel’s
enemies (Zec 14:14). Jesus -
having just come from the
temple, having foretold its
destruction - is casting his
conflict with the day’s reli-
gious and secular authori-
ties in prophetic, cosmic and
eschatological terms.

No mere peasant uprising,
no mere religious squabble,
Jesus’ struggle (and in short
order his suffering and
death) should be under-
stood in grander terms. That
is, what is about to happen
in Jerusalem will involve
no less than the covenantal
promises made by God him-
self. It will also involve the
final meaning of history.

There is a vision in the Book
of Daniel of the arrival of one
“like a son of man,” a myste-
rious figure who will stand
before the “Ancient One” to
receive “dominion, glory,

Gospel

Fr Joshua J.
Whitfield

and kingship.” The kingdom
he will receive “shall not be
destroyed” (Dn 7:13-14).
We Christians believe this
“Son of Man” to be Jesus, for
Jesus himself seemed to say
so. “And then they will see
the Son of Man coming in
clouds and with great power
and glory,” he says in this
passage (Mk 13:26).

Despite
appearances to
the contrary,
Jesus is the one
who will rule a
kingdom without
end - not the
Romans or their
petty clients”

Jesus often spoke of him-
self in terms of the “Son of
Man” (Mt 17:22), and so it’s
reasonable to believe here
that Mark is knowingly
identifying Jesus with the
one like the son of man in
Daniel. Jesus’ listeners and
the original Jewish readers
of Mark would have cer-
tainly picked up the allusion

at least; they would have
understood.

So, what is the claim being
made? It’s that this Galilean
preacher, scorned and soon
to be scourged and cruci-
fied, is the one to whom
God promised an eternal
kingdom. Despite appear-
ances to the contrary, Jesus
is the one who will rule a
kingdom without end - not
the Romans or their petty
clients.

The destiny of Jesus is the

Surrounded by enemies real or even
imagined, who wants to entertain non-
resistance, love and suffering, or a cross?
But what if that’s genuine Christianity? What
if that is what Christ is calling you to do?”

Christ and the barren fig tree, Giandomenico Tiepo

p— i

destiny of history. Temples,
empires, kings and caesars
all will pass but not Jesus or
his words. All kingdoms are
going to become the king-
dom of God and of his Christ;
that’s what John heard at the
blasting of the seventh trum-
pet (Rv 11:15). That’s what
Jesus and Mark are saying,
that however it looks on the
surface - the appearance
that worldly power won out
in the end - the truth is that
Jesus is king, that he is vic-
torious, that the world, the
universe and history are his.

Which is a dangerous idea
- especially if you misunder-
stand it. Read a certain way,
this passage could fuel what
Friedrich Nietzsche called
ressentiment; that is, it could
lead to hatred, the sort of
hatred one finds among the
marginalised or among those
who perceive themselves to
be marginalised.

lo (1727-1804)

Seeing Jesus play the
underdog and to suffer and
then to conquer, one could
imagine oneself doing the
same - yet often with a bit of
hatred and revenge and a lit-
tle violence added. It's normal
to brood about the wrongdo-
ings we bear; it's normal to
dream of vindication. Reading
this passage, we may think
that it is a good and spiritual
thing to do. But it isn’t.

And that’s because the vindi-
cation Jesus achieved was not
vengeance; it wasn't born of
hatred or violence as we often
so tragically imagine it. Rather,
Jesus proved his “dominion,
glory, and kingship” by means
of the cross. Later in Mark
when the high priest asks if
Jesus is indeed the Messiah, he
says what he said here on the
Mount of Olives: “l am; and ‘you
will see the Son of Man seated

at the right hand of the Power
and coming with the clouds of
Heaven™ (Mk 14:62). Except
here these words lead directly
to Jesus’ condemnation and to
the cross.

Whoever
wishes to come
after me must
deny himself, take
up his cross, and
follow me”

Jesus’ victory would only
come at the resurrection,
not before; there would be
no conventional triumph, no
victory as we usually under-
stand it. The crown, you see,
is made of thorns.

So, what does this mean
for us? In short, this: “Who-
ever wishes to come after
me must deny himself, take
up his cross, and follow me”
(Mk 8:34).

Yes, indeed, Christ has
conquered and will conquer;
he will inherit the gifts of the
heavenly Jerusalem, and the
faithful will follow (Rv 21:7).
But not without first imitat-
ing the Lamb, not without
seeking to wage war peace-
fully like he did. In this time
of instability and division
and hatred, this is a fright-
ening message to hear. Sur-
rounded by enemies real or
even imagined, who wants
to entertain non-resist-
ance, love and suffering, or
a cross? But what if that’s
genuine Christianity? What
if that is what Christ is call-
ing you to do?

Fr Joshua ]. Whitfield is
pastor of St Rita Catholic
Community in Dallas and
author of The Crisis of Bad
Preaching and other books.

t Laurence O’Toole, known
in Irish as Lorcan Ua
Tuathail, born in 1128 at
Castledermot, Co. Kildare,
Ireland, became renowned as a
reformer, peacemaker, and man of
deep faith. Laurence’s early life was
marked by hardship; at just ten, he
was handed over as a hostage to the
King of Leinster, a political practice
intended to secure peace between
ruling clans. Despite his noble
birth, Laurence endured cruelty in
captivity, often going hungry, cold,
and neglected. This experience pro-
foundly shaped his values, teach-
ing him empathy and resilience.
Eventually, he was entrusted to the
Bishop of Glendalough, where he
was warmly welcomed. Enchanted
by the monastic life, Laurence
chose to remain, dedicating himself
to God and the service of others.
By the age of 25, Laurence was

elected Abbot of Glendalough,
becoming known for his wisdom
and compassion. He led his monas-
tic community through times of
hardship, including a famine, dur-
ing which he sold valuable mon-
astery items to provide food for
the hungry. In 1162, Laurence was
appointed Archbishop of Dub-
lin, becoming the first Irish-born
man to hold this post in a city still
largely influenced by its Danish
and Norse inhabitants. As Arch-
bishop, he aimed to strengthen
the faith in a community where
religious observance had weak-
ened. He invited French monks to
help restore devotion, especially
at Christ Church Cathedral, where
he also started building in stone.
A man of unyielding charity, Lau-
rence opened his doors to the poor
and homeless children, sharing his
meals and shelter with them.

In 1169, the Normans arrived
in Ireland at the invitation of his
brother-in-law, Dermot MacMur-
rough, who sought Norman aid
to regain his throne. Laurence
attempted to mediate between
the Irish and the Normans, seek-
ing peace for the city and its peo-
ple. When the Normans besieged
and captured Dublin, he bravely
intervened, saving many lives. His
peace-making extended beyond
Ireland; in 1175, he played a signifi-
cant role in negotiating the Treaty
of Windsor between Henry II of
England and Rory O’Connor, High
King of Ireland. His reputation as a
mediator grew, and he often risked
perilous sea journeys to England in
his attempts to secure peace.

Laurence’s spirituality and dedi-
cation led him to participate in the
Third Lateran Council in Rome in
1179, where he was tasked by Pope

Alexander Il with reforming the Irish
Church. He strove to address declin-
ing religious observance in Ireland
and to restore respect for the clergy.
Yet his final years were marked by
increasing tension with Henry II, who
distrusted Irish bishops and refused
to allow Laurence to return home
from a diplomatic mission. Laurence
followed Henry to Normandy, deter-
mined to continue his peace efforts,
even though he was ill.

In 1180, at the age of 52, Lau-
rence passed away at the monas-
tery in Eu, Normandy. His tomb in
the Collegial Church at Eu became
a place of pilgrimage, a tribute to
his saintly legacy of peace and com-
passion. He was canonised in 1225.
St Laurence O’Toole is remembered
not only as a reformer and protec-
tor of the poor but as a symbol of
resilience and dedication to peace
in a time of conflict.
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‘Hope Concert’, lights up

the flame of Faith

he Hope Concert
organised by Shalom’s
prayer group spreads
gratitude for God’s
love and mercy. “Every song,
prayer, and moment of reflec-
tion is chosen with one goal in
mind: to remind everyone of
God’s profound love and the
comfort, joy, and renewal He
brings,” explained Meggie Teix-
eira, one of the organisers. The
concert aims for each person to
feel “refreshed in spirit, espe-
cially as we embrace the mean-
ing of the Christmas season.”

Meggie shares that the team
has made an atmosphere
of warmth and inspiration,
with every detail designed
to help attendees feel close
to God and part of a support-
ive community. “Christmas
holds a cherished place in
the hearts of many in Ireland,
and this concert draws on
that seasonal spirit, sharing
the peace and rest that Jesus

offers. Inspired by the words
of Matthew 11:28, ‘Come to
me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give
you rest,” the Hope Concert
extends an invitation to all
who may feel weighed down
to come and find renewal,”
pointed out the organiser. The
evening will be filled with
moments of reflection, lively
worship songs, and even a bit
of dancing.

This concert is designed
to invite all, especially youth,
into an experience of faith
that goes beyond music alone.
Alongside worship and festive
Christmas music, a ‘Life in
the Spirit Seminar’ offers an
opportunity for those attend-
ing to explore the depth of
God’s love and grace. “Like
last year’s concert, priest will
lead reflections on God’s love,
salvation, and the promise of
the Holy Spirit. It's an event
where everyone, no matter
where they are in their faith
journey, can feel embraced
by God’s presence and find
hope,” explained Meggie.

“Faith will be woven into
every part of the concert, mak-
ing it more than just an event.
Attendees will experience a
Life in the Spirit Seminar, com-
plete with inspiring music,
preaching on God’s love, and
a testimony of salvation. There
will also be a special time of
adoration, where people can
reflect quietly and connect
with the Holy Spirit,” said Meg-

With hearts full of hope
and gratitude, the goal is ‘for
everyone to leave feeling
closer to God, with a renewed
understanding of the love and

peace that Christmas represents

29

gie. “After a short break, the
event will return with uplift-
ing songs, dancing, and beau-
tiful Christmas music, ensuring
the evening is both joyful and
deeply meaningful.”

The concert team hopes
that every attendee, especially
the youth, will walk away feel-
ing inspired and uplifted. With
hearts full of hope and grati-
tude, the goal is “for everyone
to leave feeling closer to God,
with a renewed understand-
ing of the love and peace that
Christmas represents.” Meg gie
shares their vision of seeing
people leave as “true friends
of Jesus, their hearts touched
by His love and their faith
renewed by the Holy Spirit,
ready to carry that light into
their lives beyond the concert.”

The Hope Concert’s posi-
tive impact is already clear.
Feedback from past concerts
has been encouraging, with
attendees expressing how
blessed they felt and how
deeply the event touched
them. The team has been
inspired to build on what
worked so well, such as the
mix of worship music and
dedicated time for prayer and
adoration. “Last year’s concert
had a wonderful turnout, and
with this year’s expanded
program,” the team antici-
pates even more people will
join to celebrate together.

“Whether you're taking
the first steps of faith or seek-
ing a fresh encounter with
God, this evening promises to
be an inspiring, unforgettable
celebration,” Meggie and the
team look forward to wel-
coming everyone.

The ‘Hope Concert’ will be
held in St Mary’s Pro-Cathe-
dral, in Dublin, at 7pm on
November 23.

A Eucharistic Word: Fruitfulness

Michael R. Heinlein

hat do we do when
we return to the pew
after receiving Holy
Communion? Having
welcomed the Lord of the universe
into our own corner of it, in the
humblest yet profound of ways,
how should our prayer be directed?
For years, I'd attempt various
strategies hoping to make the most
of this most intimate time with
Jesus. But I was always left wanting.
Trying to find a balance between
giving and receiving, I was often
unfocused and distracted, more
than I'd like to admit.
But, as a member of the Pauline

Family founded by Blessed James
Alberione, I was struck immedi-
ately upon using the prayer book he
authored by the prayers proposed
for after Communion.

The ‘Act of Adoration’ directs my
mind, will and heart in welcoming
Christ’s Eucharistic gift but also in
returning it and sharing it. Phrases
like “make me an ardent apostle” or
“let the light of your Gospel shine
to the farthest bounds of the world”
help better to attune me to the real-
ity that Christ is alive in me so that
I might enliven the world through
him. Praying the words “may there
be eternal praise, thanksgiving and
supplication for peace to all peo-
ple” sharpens my attentiveness to

the work that Christ puts before me
in the circumstances and under-
takings of my daily life. Our prayer
after Communion should certainly
include a longing to worship God
more fully by our lives, for the life
of the world.

The ‘Act of Resolution’ directs me
to allow Christ to shape my mind,
will and heart more fully and com-
pletely. The phrase “make me simi-
lar to you” in the prayer emphasises
what should be the longing of our
hearts, that we should not receive
the Eucharist, we should not leave
Mass, without this fundamental
desire. We must be resolved, hav-
ing been nourished by Christ’s
body and blood, to want to live

more like him in every facet of our
lives. The Eucharist truly is the gift
that shapes our character into his.
We pray, as St. Augustine preached,
that we will ever more fully become
who we receive.

The ‘Act of Supplication’ directs
the longings, desires and petitions
[ bring to Christ. This prayer offers
the opportunity to ask Christ to
open my mind, will and heart to
loving him more and more, but also
all those he loves. At this moment
of sacramental union with Christ,
we beg him to keep us united with
him more fully and to keep his
grace alive and active within us
and bear fruit for the coming of his
kingdom and a multiplication of

those who work to bring it about in
the apostolate. Our prayer should
be shaped to make Christ’s own
desires our own.

Gifts are given for a purpose.
If we want to more fully find the
Eucharist’s purpose in our lives, I
believe the roadmap laid out by
these prayers help us to do so. If
nothing else, praying for that grace
itself can certainly help us more
abundantly receive Holy Commun-
ion and shape our lives accordingly.
© Michael R. Heinlein is author of
Glorifying Christ: The Life of Cardi-
nal Francis E. George, O.M.I. and a
promised member of the Associa-
tion of Pauline Cooperators.
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hen Donald
Trump was
first elected

President of
the USA, I wrote that I had
a feeling of dread. This time
[ have that same feeling, but
it is mixed with curiosity -
Trump is so unpredictable
that anything could happen,
from World War 3 to World
peace. Worrying and intrigu-
ing times ahead!

A few general points
about media coverage - I
found the Irish stations
biassed to varying degrees
against Trump and in favour
of Harris. Yes, they had a
few token Republicans from
time to time, but even pre-
senters made little attempt
to hide their contempt for
Trump. Harris made ‘repro-
ductive rights’ so central to
her campaign, and, in the
coverage, the existence of a
valid and coherent pro-life
point of view was virtually
ignored, while it was casu-
ally assumed that woman
in general were pro-choice
and anti-Trump. Well, that
assumption was blown out
of the water. Many commen-
tators felt that Harris alien-
ated moderate Democrats,
including Latinos, who were
largely Catholic. In one CNN
exit poll I saw reported on
Sky News, on the Wednes-
day of the result, it was an
important issue for only 14%
of the voters. Democracy was

Donald Trump. Photo: OSVNews, Brendan Mcdermid

the prime concern (interest-
ingly) while the economy
came second (predictably).

I couldn’'t stay up all
night watching results pro-
grammes, but was very
surprised next morning to
find it was pretty much a
done deal by 8am our time.
I was expecting days of ten-
sion. The rapid and decisive
nature of Trump’s victory
probably dampened much
of the expected post-vote
conflict. This time I didn’t
find as much evidence in
the coverage as I thought I

would of Trump Derange-
ment Syndrome.

Generally, I preferred
Times Radio for my cover-
age - I find the presenters
cheerful and mostly free
from axe-grinding. On the
Times Radio Breakfast on
the Wednesday morning, |
thought presenter Stig Abel
hit at least one nail on the
head when he suggested
that while the left used to
be for the working class,
they now favoured the uni-
versity educated elite, while
the right had gone in the

opposite direction.

One of the better discus-
sions on Irish radio was on
The Last Word (Today FM,
Wednesday). There was
quite a bit of the usual cheer-
ful sparring between Marian
McKeone, very anti-Trump,
but admitting she got her
forecasts wrong, and Cal
Thomas, very much a con-
servative but not a Trump
fan. He thought success
would be the best revenge
for Trump. Though he gen-
erally leans Democrat, Larry
Donnelly of NUIG provided
a moderate and well-bal-
anced commentary on this
show and others that day. He
thought the Democrats had
lost votes by drifting to ‘the
hard cultural left’.

The same good humour in
disagreement that we could
all benefit from was also evi-
dent on Press Preview (Sky
News, Thursday) when lib-
eral leaning Jenny Kleeman
jousted with conservative
Alex Deane about the US
election and other stories of
the day. The good-humoured
sparring between those of
different perspectives is gen-
erally a feature of this show,
while it reviews the events
of the day and nicely tees up
the next day’s agenda.

Still on life in America,
Father Stu (Channel 4, Sat-
urday) featured Mark Wahl-
berg in the true story of a
boxer turned priest. This was

PICK OF THE WEEK

THE DIVINE SPARK

RTE Radio 1 Friday November 15, 10:05pm
New religious affairs series with Dearbhail McDonald.

TURLEY TALKS

EWTN Monday November 18, 7am, Wednesday 20,

10pm and Friday 22, 2pm

Scottish composer and conductor, Sir James MacMillan,
speaks to Kevin Turley about his vocation as a classical
composer and the important role that Catholic artists can

play in society.

YOUNG, BRITISH AND ANTI-ABORTION

BBC One Wednesday November 20, 10:40pm
Film-maker Poppy Jay meets the Gen-Zers leading anti-
abortion campaigns. Online, on campuses and on the
streets, she finds a movement growing in confidence.

no preachy and sentimental
faith story, but it took reli-
gious faith very seriously
and treated it positively
as we followed Fr Stuart
Long’s rather unusual voca-
tion story. As the film tells
it, he was born into a rather
dysfunctional family where
alcohol played rather too
central a role. He was deeply
affected by the death of his
young brother and had a
fractured relationship with
his father Bill (Mel Gibson).
Self-destructive behaviour
led to a motorcycle accident,
and that, along with his love
for a Catholic teacher caused
him to reassess his life,
which ultimately led him to
the seminary. There was also

Aubrey Malone

an encounter with a myste-
rious Christ figure in a bar
and a possible vision of Our
Lady as he lay injured after
the accident.

The constant use of foul
language by Stu and his
mother and father is off-put-
ting - his confessor suggests
he tone it down. It features
even in sacramental scenes,
which is jarring. There is a
lot of hostility towards reli-
gion in the early part of the
film, but this changes thor-
oughly. It is certainly not
family viewing, but mature
religious viewers will find
it rewarding, which non-
religious viewers may find
food for thought if they stick
with it.

k
i

Feast of fascinating

t’s that time of the year
again. The French film
season at the Irish Film
Institute runs from
November 13 to 24.

France knows a thing or
three about making mov-
ies. Sometimes, admit-
tedly, they're too talky. (Eric
Rohmer, anyone?) There’s
also a danger of pretentious-
ness. You may come out of
a cinema shaking your head
and going, “What was all
that about?” as you ponder
the vision of Juliette Binoche
or Isabelle Huppert gazing
into a psychic abyss.

But when they’re good
they’re very good. There’s
a particular style to French
films just as there is to
French fashion and French
cuisine. They exude atmos-

phere even when there isn't
much happening. If that
goes too far in a triumph
of style over substance it’s
often a price worth paying.

This year there are four
films directed by someone
known more for her novels,
Marguerite Duras: Destroy,
She Said, (17th), India Song,
(18th), La Musica (23rd) and
Agatha and the Limitless
Readings (24th).

Two films involve a sub-
ject most of us have been
engaged with during the
year: immigration. Across
the Sea deals with a 27-year-
old man who leaves Morocco
for Marseilles. He doesn’t
have the right papers but his
path is smoothed by a kindly
police officer. Souleymane’s
Story (19th and 24th) con-

cerns an illegal immigrant
(Abou Sangare) who’s wor-
ried about a forthcoming
interview regarding his asy-
lum approval in Paris.

Being Maria (15th and
24th) is a biopic of the
actress Maria Schneider,
here played by Jessica Palud.
Schneider claimed she was
abused both by Marlon
Brando and director Ber-
nardo Bertolucci on the set
of her landmark film Last
Tango in Paris.

Her story is resonant of
stars like Frances Farmer,
Jean Seberg, Tippi Hedren
and countless others who
also felt objectified in Holly-
wood, Hedren most notably
by Alfred Hitchcock, as was
captured in the 2012 film
The Girl. Matt Dillon plays

French festival fare

Brando.

Not many people know
that Charlie Chaplin made
a French film, A Woman
of Paris, in 1923. I remem-
ber being astounded by
this when it turned up on
a Chaplin box-set I bought
some years ago. It was a
critical success but a com-
mercial disaster. Chaplin
subsequently disowned it.
It has now attained a cer-
tain cult appeal. It's worth
a look if only for the sharp
contrast it provides to all his
other work.

You may also like to see
Suspended Time (14th and
17th), a film about two
brothers using the Covid
lockdown to re-discover
precious memories of their
youth. Or This Life of Mine

This life of mine.

(15th and 21st), a tale of
mental illness directed by
Sophie Fillieres. Fillieres
was seriously ill while mak-
ing it. She died before it was
finished, leaving her two
children to complete it.

The festival closes with

Marcello Mio. This has the
daughter of Marcello Mas-
troianni and Catherine
Deneuve deciding to facially
resemble her father rather
than her equally famous
mother for an upcoming
role. How odd is that?
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BookReviews

Peter Costello

‘Ask the fellows who cut the hay’: rural
life and the making of Irish society

Inside Rural Ireland:
Power and Change
since Independence,
edited by Tomas Finn &
Tony Varley

(University College Press,
€30.00 / £25.00)

J. Anthony Gaughan

t was a maxim in medi-
eval times when a social
problem arose to “Wait a
bit: lets us ask the coun-
try folk” - “Sustine modicum:
ruricolae melius hoc norunt.”

This was transformed by
the poet Ezra Pound into the
more succinct expression:
“Wipe off that smile, and |/
Ask the fellows who cut the
hay.”

What would past genera-
tions really have said about
the clergy living their midst?
To many hay makers in the
past the clergy were at least
alive to issues on the land in a
way urban civil servants were
not, as Inside Rural Ireland, at
least to my reading, suggests.

This is a collection of
essays on the development of
rural Ireland in the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries.
It records the remarkable
contribution to this end by
a number of charismatic fig-
ures. Not least among these
was Canon John Hayes of Ban-
sha.

John Hayes (1887 - 1957)
was born and raised in a
Land League hut. His impov-
erished childhood helped
shape his sense for the need
for social justice and to care
for the under-privileged. He
attended the Jesuits Crescent
College, Limerick; St Patrick’s
College, Thurles; and the Irish
College, Paris.

Ordination
Following his ordination for
the Archdiocese of Cashel in
1913 he was assigned to the
parish of Kilbeg in Co Meath.
He upset the local ranch-
ers with his preaching and
came to public notice when
he insisted in ending the
practice of wealthier families
having reserved seating in the
church. He was sent to min-
ister in Our Lady of Mount
Carmel parish in Liverpool in
1915. There he exhibited ini-
tiative and leadership quali-
ties, establishing a slew of
Catholic organisations and
flourishing youth clubs.
After his return from
Liverpool he ministered in
Castleiny in Co Tipperary
from 1927 to 1934. The area
was severely economically
depressed and struggling to

cope with the effects of the
civil war. As part of his efforts
to improve the social and eco-
nomic environment of the
parish, he established Muintir
na Tire in 1931. Its aim was
to build up a sense of unity
between farm labourers and
farmers. It extended its range
of activities in 1938 with the
adoption of a new Constitu-
tion which described it as “An
Association for the promotion
of the true welfare, spiritual,
cultural and material of Ire-
land and in particular its rural
peoples through the applica-
tion of Christian Social Prin-
ciples.”

Muintir na TAre carried out
its programs by organising
public meetings, seminars,
rural weekends and an annual
Rural Week. As a result of
the efforts of its most active
members, many communi-
ties were enhanced by new
parish halls, a local job crea-
tion centre, water schemes,
sports days and adult educa-
tion classes. But their most
important contribution was
to bring to the communities a
positive can-do attitude.

66 Throughout
the 1970s, with
the assistance
of Mayo County
Council, he
transformed
the area and
had a beautiful
Basilica built”

Canon John Hayes was not
the only priest to have had a
remarkable role in rural devel-
opment. Msgr James Horan
(1911-1986), native of Co Mayo
and priest of the archdiocese
of Tuam, was also outstanding
in this regard. After a period
of ministering in Scotland, he
was appointed to a number of
parishes in his own diocese,
where he embarked on pro-
jects, including the erection
of parish halls, to improve the
social circumstances of each
locality.

In 1963 he was transferred
to Knock, the site of a Mar-
ian Shrine. Throughout the
1970s, with the assistance
of Mayo County Council, he
transformed the area and had
a beautiful Basilica built. Then
he went on to have an air-
port built in one of the most
deprived areas in the country,

this provided a western access
point not only for pilgrims but
also foreign tourists.

Fr Harry Bohan, priest of
the diocese of Killlaloe and
a native of County Clare,
has been a campaigner for
rural development across his
native county from the begin-
ning of his ministry. Wher-
ever he served he set up the
Rural Resource Centre which
provides access to knowl-
edge and useful networks for
those working on the land. He
established the Ceifin Centre
in 1998 to reflect, debate and
direct value-led change and to
this end organises an annual
conference.

Important

This is an important publi-
cation. It has eleven arti-
cles on every aspect of
rural development by dis-
tinguished academics and
scholars. Each article pro-
vides expert analysis and
prompts serious reflection.
Hence, it is with regret that
it must be pointed out that
the print is too small for
reading comfort, the book
lacks an index (a strange
lapse in a book from an
academic press), and the
cover illustration could not
be more unsuitable.

Fr .Inhn Hawvae whn Aavntad miirh Af hie lifa tn riiral Adavalnnmant
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A long neglected biography
of St Patrick emerges from

Due praise at last
where praise is due

Desmond O’Grady, limerick born poet with an international reputation

Questioning Ireland:

Essays and Reviews,
by Thomas McCarthy

(Gallery Books, €17.50 /
£14.50)

Gabriel Fitzmaurice

homas McCarthy’s
latest book, Ques-
tioning Ireland, is,
like its predeces-
sor, Poetry, Memory and the
Party, magnificent. McCarthy,
poet, novelist, essayist and
critic is at once a Waterford
man, a Munster man, an Irish-
man and a man of the world.
A fine poet and critic, he
casts a clear and loving eye
on poetry and other literary
works as well as film and the
visual arts in this collection of
essays and reviews, reprinted
from such varied sources as
The Irish Times, Poetry Ire-
land Review, Poetry and PN
Review, a gathering of fifty
years’ work.

Substantial

In substantial sections that deal
with “the Irish Question” from
the poet-dreamers of 1916 to
the Celtic Tiger and beyond, an
Ireland he proposes that “must
continue to be a task for great
journalism as well as a source
for poetry”; the Anglo-Irish
Ascendency, its Big Houses,
Molly Keane and Elizabeth
Bowen, “two great Anglo-Irish
novelists tossed ashore by the
receding waves of Anglo-Ire-
land just as Irish Nationalism
achieved its great victory of an
independent State”; and the
Ulster Question with its politics
and poetry, its Paulin and Long-
ley and Carson, its Heaney and
Hewitt, MacNeice, Montague,
Mahon, McGuckian and Mul-
doon, his knowledge of Irish

culture, particularly poetry, is
unrivalled.

A champion of women’s
writing long before it was
popular or profitable, his
essays on Eavan Boland, Nuala
Ni Dhomhnaill, Annamarie Ni
Churredin, Sara Berkeley and
others who are now house-
hold names are lucid as they
are perceptive.

66 McCarthy’s
essays are
intelligent and
intelligible, lighting
our way into his
world of language
and literature,
celebrating the
wholesome and the
worthwhile”

A Waterford man living in
Cork, he celebrates his adopted
city remembering the fiery
and troublesome artist James
Barry, a native of Water Lane,
now Redemption Road, born
in 1741, died 1806, whose art,
McCarthy contends, is “as
European as anything by David
and as vulnerable as anything
by James Joyce”; the great
Cork circle around Fraser’s
Magazine that was published
in London from 1830 to 1882
and included Crofton Croker,
Francis Sylvester Mahony, aka
Father Prout, and others; twen-
tieth century poets including
Sean O Riordain, Sean Dunne
and Theo Dorgan; Gerald Y
Goldberg, Lionel Cohen and
the Cork Jewish community;
and Frank O’Connor who,
though for instance, a visit-

ing professor at Stanford Uni-
versity teaching students like
Ken Kesey, remained a disciple
of Daniel Corkery and Turge-
nev, and who wrote with “the
trenchant eagerness of a mas-
ter”.

Further afield, his readings
of Heaney, Montague, Hart-
nett and Michael D. Higgins, to
mention but a few, are brilliant
and generous.

Overdue

In a welcome, and overdue,
tribute to Desmond O’Grady
and Federico Fellini, he
reminds us that O’'Grady, the
Irish poet in La Dolce Vita, was
at the centre of high European
Cinema at a time when Irish
men and women were “the
talking fools of Disney’s Darby
O'Gill” or in later times “the
violent, drunken mobsters,
thugs and robbers ... of British
and American cinema”, and,
later still, terrorists.

McCarthy’s essays are intel-
ligent and intelligible, lighting
our way into his world of lan-
guage and literature, celebrat-
ing the wholesome and the
worthwhile.

In considering the great he
is munificent in his praise. In
rescuing the neglected or in
introducing the reader to some
lesser known poets whose
voices are too often drowned
in the cacophony of contem-
porary po-business, McCarthy
has done the art some service.

Like the late, lamented John
Jordan of whom he writes
so affectionately, McCarthy’s
voice is clear and beautiful.
Questioning Ireland shows
him to be that rarest of treas-
ures, a generous and discerning
reader, a true man of letters.

its German obscurity

".

The fire damaged pages of Prof. Zimmmer’s biography of St Patrick which are being

restored

Peter Costello

ienrich Zimmer, along with other
Germans over the last two centu-
ries such Rudolf Thurneysen, Kuno
Meyer and Ludwig Bieler, was one
of the scholars who did so much to establish
the foundations of modern studies into the
Celtic languages of Europe.

Their publications were not only respected
in their own day, they still remain essential
sources, widely referred to.

In the last years before his death in 1910,
Prof. Zimmer devoted much of his time to
researching and writing a 575 page biograph-
ical study of St Patrick. But this was never
published, partly due to his own illnesses,
and also to the effect of his own research
library going on fire in 1903, during which
the manuscript of his great work was greatly
damaged.

What remained of his library was pur-
chased from his widow by UCD; but the Patri-
cian manuscript remains in Germany. But
now, thanks to an arrangement between the
Irish government, the Berlin-Brandenburg
Academy of Science and the Humanities,
where it is preserved, and Trinity College,
the manuscript is to be carefully restored and
digitalised.

This will mark an important development
in Celtic studies.

Neglected

Zimmer’s long neglected important work
has been drawn out of obscurity by a Dublin-
based academic, for this work is largely being
undertaken by German scholar Dr Immo
Warntjes, Ussher Assistant Professor in Early
Medieval Irish History at TCD. It is hoped it
will be completed in 2025, all going well.

The manuscript will then become widely
available online and is certain to be influen-
tial. Though unpublished it formed the basis
of much of what Zimmer wrote at the time
in debates with other scholars.

As it was, two years after the fire, in 1905,
Professor J. B. Bury, who had moved from TCD
to the University of Cambridge, published his
influential life of St Patrick.

Bury was an historian of later Rome - a
man who refused even to use the word “Byz-
antine”, as he considered the Eastern Empire
was not part of the true history of Rome. He
claimed broadly that his book was “the first
scientific biography of Patrick.” This dis-
posed of all those others who had written
about the saint in the previous half century
and more.

His rigid views gave his book on St Patrick

avery “imperial view” -- the Roman mission-
ary bringing the gift of civilisation to Ireland.
Not all agreed with this denial of the validity
of Celtic culture, among them Zimmer, Eoin
MacNeill and others since.

Yet it is a view that persists to this day.
Recently Dr Flechner of UCD has suggested
that Patrick supported himself, at least for a
time, by slave trading between Ireland and
Britain: for many an unprecedented idea.

66 Zimmer’s biography
of St Patrick should be
considered the foundation
document of modern
scientific research on
Ireland’s national saint”

Zimmer would have taken a different
view. He was also a man of strong opinions
on various aspects of Celtic and early Chris-
tian Ireland. He published (in German) the
Celtic Church in Britain and Ireland in 1899,
which appeared in an English version in
1902. This drew on his Patrician research.

His emphasis would have been less on the
converter and more on the converted, on the
Gaelic speaking natives of Ireland to which
his research was so long dedicated. The point
of view would be less focused on Patrick as
a person of the late Roman world and more
on the Irish as a Celtic nation which had
remained unconquered by Rome. His research
is a sweeping reply to Bury’s dismissive stance
regarding both the scholarship of others and
the cultural standing of the Irish.

“Zimmer’s biography of St Patrick should
be considered the foundation document
of modern scientific research on Ireland’s
national saint,” Prof. Warntjes told the Irish
Catholiclast week. “Restoring the manuscript
would make this pioneering biography of
Patrick available to the public for our time.”

Zimmer’s own biography remains to be
written, though just over 100 letters are
available through the same institution that
houses the St Patrick manuscript.

These could also be made available as well,
forming perhaps the nucleus of such a book.

When the present restoration work is fin-
ished, and the manuscript made available to
modern readers of all kinds, we can expect it
to give rise to both sharp controversy and to
fertile responses among scholars in Ireland
and Germany.

It seems that an exciting era of develop-
ments in Patrician scholarship may well be
opening.
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Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those
who recommend frequent Communion to little
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model”

— Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

Will the MSC Missions

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the
poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.
Tel:021-4545704  Emuail: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Mo |

Merchants Quay Ireland
Homeless & Drugs Services

A gift in your Will
to Merchants Quay
Ireland can be lifesai@

Hundreds of men and women at their darkest hour,
come to Merchants Quay Ireland for food, showers and
support when there’s nowhere else to turn.

A gift in your Will in any amount, will change lives.
And we’ll always remember your kindness.

You can decide a specific amount or give a percentage
after taking care of your loved ones. Even 1% is enough
to help.
All your solicitor will need is this:

= Merchants Quay Ireland of 24 Merchants Quay,

Dublin 8
= Revenue CHY Number: 10311
= Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20026240

Just ring 01 5240139 if you’d like more information,
or to let us know about your legacy. Thank you for
the good you leave behind.

The Gift Of A Lifetime

Be there for others after you're gone.

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at Ak e
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie

or call 01679 3188

— 15
=
= Hos o

Foundation

www.hospicefoundation.ie

- - -

YOUR LAST GIFT MEANS WE
ARE ALWAYS FIRST THERE

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means
We Can Be First There When
Conflict and Crisis happen

SN GOAL.IE/GIFTINWILL
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It's easy to get started, and we'll
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333,
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org
or write to me at Trocaire,
Maynooth, Co Kildare.
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When you remember
Trocaire in your
Will, you bring hope
to people living in
the world’'s

poorest places

One day, parents and their
children will tell the story
of how your legacy of love
changed their lives.

Thank you for considering a
gift to Tracaire in your Will.

Challenging homelessness. Changing lives.
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Focus Ireland, 9 - 12 High Street, Christchurch, D08 EIW0
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www.JesusIsKing.world
Christian Clothing & Drinkware

Classifieds:
01 687 4095

We will pass

on the flame

of faith.

For over 130 years,
The Irish Catholic has been a
voice of hope and inspiration
for Catholics in Ireland.

For more information
about leaving a legacy
to The Irish Catholic,
phone 01 687 4028 or
email info@irishcatholic.ie

Thelrish Catholic

LIGER PRINT NENAGH

MEMORIAM CARD SPECIALISTS 100% lrish,
Beautiful cards designed and produced in Nenagh.
Professional Service - Appointment only. For more
information email: info@liger.ie. Order by WhatsApp

to 085 889 1198

MEJUDGORJE EASTER 2025

MEDJUGORJE EASTER 2025 Ex Dublin with
spiritual director April 15, one week. More info from
Bernie at 087 935 3953

ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers,
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc.

Removed and disposed of in a proper manner. No
job too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015.

EXCLUSIVE

TWO ROOMS TO LET/1 ROOM ENSUITE

in Large Georgian Home, on mature landscaped
gardens, walled orchard, tennis courts etc; in the
West of Ireland.

Own separate entrance, own separate kitchenette,
5km from nearest large town.

€1,150.00 per month.

Fmail enatiiries to' rnomrental?025@amail com

S
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Leave a Lasting Legacy to
Rehab Group: Empower
others through your will.

RehabGroup

Investing in People, Changing Perspectives

Leaving a gift in your will to Rehab
Group enables people to pursue
opportunities, be more independent,
participate in society and live the life
of their choosing.

To learn more about the
difference your legacy will make.
Call: (01) 2057200
Email: fundraising@rehab.ie

For further enquiries contact:
Fundraising Department
Rehab Group Head Office

10D Beckett Way, Park West Business Park, Dublin D12 K276
Charity number: CHY 4940
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20006716

AUTUMN BREAKS - BOOK ONLINE, GET 5% OFF
(Selected dates/offers only)

SPIRIT & SOUL HOLIDAY

4 Nights DBB + Activities & Tours

27-31 October €399pp - or 3-7 Nov €399pp
No single supplement charge

BRIDGE HOLIDAY
3 Nights DBB + Bridge Games/Clinics
13,14,15 Oct €319pp / 11,12,13 Nov €299pp

PRE-CHRISTMAS RESIDENTIAL RETREAT
NEW At Knock House Hotel & Knock Shrine

4 Nights DBB + Retreat - 9-13th Dec €390pp
No single supplement charge

Tel 094 9388088 » www.knockhousehotel.ie
email: reservations@knockhousehotel.ie

KNOCK
HOUSE
HOTEL

Across

1 You’'ll need this to get
on a commercial passen-
ger plane (8,4)

7 Female pronoun (3)

9 Feeble (4)

10 This insect is a vora-
cious eater (6)

11 Informal potato (4)
14 Twelve (5)

15 The longest river in
France (5)

16 Type of fruit (4)

18 Cape (5)

21 Clan (5)

22 Grown-up (5)

23 Recalibrated (5)

24 Biblical garden from
Genesis (4)

25 Rage (5)

26 Chasm (5)

29 American State, capi-
tal Des Moines (4)

33 Royal mansion (6)
34 Inventory (4)

36 Block of writing-paper
(3)

37 Go-between (12)

Down

1 Insect (3)

2 Enquires (4)

3 Variety of herb (4)

4 Mexican snack (5)

5 Weak glue (5)

6 Retail outlet (4)

8 Such a member of the
religious may add the

Gordius 689

letters CSsR to his name
(12) (5)

14 Mallards, for example

9 Jack o’ lantern
(4,1'3,4)

12 Limited (6)

13 The first pope (5)

17 Part of a pub (6)

19 Solemn vows (5)

20 Canoe (5)

27 Fire, conflagration (5)

28 Group of insects (5)
30 Dry riverbed (4)

31 Metal whose chemical
symbol is Pb (4)

32 Bone in the arm (4)
35 Secret agent (3)

SOLUTIONS, NOVEMBER 7

GORDIUS No. 688
AcCross

1 Votive candle 7 Add 9 Beau 10 Recipe 11 Bloc 14 Gable 15 Count 16 Warm 18 Opals 21 Creek 22 Trawl 23
Evens 24 Rank 25 Cello 26 Squat 29 Adam 33 Banana 34 Post 36 Tea 37 Red letter day

Down

1 Vie 2 Tout 3 Verb 4 Cocoa 5 Nepal 6 Earl 8 Decimal point 9 Blackcurrant 12 Tureen 13 Stake 14 Grove 17 Ar-
: able 19 Asset 20 Stick 27 Quail 28 Await 30 Ajar 31 Bake 32 Aped 35 Sty :
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Notebook

Fr John Harris

You can't force yourself to forgive, it is a healing

remember my mother,

before she died, warning

me to fill out the list of the

dead each November. And so
every year I faithfully sit down
and think of those I have known,
those who have died in the last
year and those who have passed
my path in life. It can be a won-
derful exercise in thinking of the
many people I have been blessed
to meet. It is easy to include the
names of those I remember those
I have loved and those whose
memories I cherish.

Struggle

But there is always the struggle
to include those I have not good
memories of or those whom I
now know had dark secrets that
only came to light with their

Death of a very dear

friend

During the week I attend the funeral
of a very dear friend, Sr Paula
Marty George OP of our Dominican
enclosed monastery in Drogheda.
She was born in England and bap-
tised into the Anglican Communion,
the only child of her parents. After

deaths. I truly struggle to include
them. Generally, I simply don’t
include them but put at the end of
my list, “all those who have died
and are in need of God’s mercy”
without including them by name.
I wonder if this is a cop out on my
part.

Forgiveness is easy to apply to

art college in the 1950s she entered
the Anglican Sisters of the Society of
St Margaret. She was a wonderful
artist and teacher and as such she
taught art in their schools in England
and South Africa. In the late 1970s
while attending a Catholic Mass she
had a profound experience of the
Lord as truly present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament. Shortly after
this experienced she was received

oneself but it isn’t easy to show
to everyone, even God’s forgive-
ness. | find myself asking myself,
or maybe God, how could you for-
give this person who has caused so
much harm and hurt. I know that
Jesus says that his way for my hap-
piness and healing is to forgive.
But it isn’t easy to forgive when
the hurt and memories are still so
alive in one’s heart and mind.

Healing

The first step I have discovered is

for me to ask the Lord’s healing
in my life. I ask him to allow his
love for me to give me the liberty
to move on to another place. One
has to acknowledge the hurt but
one also has to ask for the help
of God in accepting healing for
oneself. One has to ask the Lord
to help you to break free from
the hurt and the harm. We can
allow those who have hurt us to
continue to have power in our
lives and keep us imprisoned in
our pasts. Only the Lord can set

GGThe struggle I go through each
November, is like Purgatory, a place
where healing has to take place and one is
finally healed of the wounds of this life”

into full communion with the
Catholic Church. But she remained
deeply religious and she entered
the Dominican Sisters of the Bushy
Heath Congregation in London.

On the death of her beloved
mother she entered our enclosed
monastery in Drogheda and made
her solemn profession in 1993. She
was a most beautiful soul, gentle and
kind but with the courage of a mar-

tyr, she followed her Lord from her
beloved Anglican communion, to
the Catholic Church, from England to
Ireland and from the active religious
life to the enclosure.

Her journey has shown me that
we don’t have to reject our past as
we move on, until her dying days
she was a proud English lady with
a love and respect for the Anglican
Communion.

us free and part of this freedom
is giving us the grace to forgive.

You can’t force yourself to
forgive it is a healing. This
year as [ wrote out my list of
the dead I was also asking the
Lord for healing for myself. To
be honest with you, even this
year there were a few names I
have not been able to add, just
yet. I pray with God’s help I will
get to that place where [ will be
able to add their names to my
November List.

Purgatory

The struggle I go through each
November, is like Purgatory, a
place where healing has to take
place and one is finally healed
of the wounds of this life and
we are set free to move to a
place of peace and true recon-
ciliation.
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The Little Way
Association

A bishop in Mozambique
badly needs funds to

construct a parish church

Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:

THE LITTLEWAY ASSOCIATION

Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 OPR

(Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466
www.littlewayassociation.com

To donate online go to
www.littlewaysassociation.com

DONATIONS FORTHE
MISSIONS ARE SENT WITHOUT
DEDUCTION FOR ANY

EXPENSES.

[J Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement
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;! enclose €.......c.cooeveeeeen. to be allocated to:

| € TO BUILD ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH,

| Bishop Diamintino Antunes, Mozambique
€ WELLS AND CLEAN WATER

I € HUNGRY, SICK, AND DEPRIVED

L€, MASSES (please state number of Masses ....)

| We ask for a minimum of €7 or more for each Mass

| € LITTLEWAY ADMIN EXPENSES

|

|

|

Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss)

(Block letters please)

Bishop Diamantino Antunes IMC of Tete in Mozambique
has written to The Little Way Association to tell us of the
situation in the new parish of St Martin de Porres in
Mpadue. A parish church will be an immense blessing to
this parish where Catholics now pray in the open air,
and Bishop Diamantino earnestly hopes The Little Way
can help him.

“Located in central Mozambique the population of the
diocese is estimated to be 3 million, of whom 700,000
are Catholics,” the bishop writes. “Evangelization began
here with the arrival of Jesuit Fathers in the sixteenth
century. The future parish church of St Martin is located
in the surroundings of the city of Tete. The people here
suffer from poor housing and much poverty, both
material and spiritual. Our Catholics have to pray under
trees in the parish grounds and there are many sects
here which prey on the faithful, making them false
promises of healing and prosperity.

“The new church will improve pastoral care and
provide a proper setting for the celebration of the
Eucharist, catechesis and formation meetings. The new
church, when finished, will make it possible to carry out
more effective religious and social work among the
children, young people and the poorest, in particular.

“May Saint Therese, whose great desire was always to
be childlike in her approach to God, inspire your
supporters in that spirit to give generously to our
appeal. I assure you that all donations will be much
appreciated and will help us greatly with this project”

Please can you help?

Every euro you send will be gratefully received, and
will be sent without deduction to Bishop Diamantino
in Mozambique, to build the parish church of St
Martin de Porres.

“A word or a smile is often
enough to put fresh lifein a
despondent soul.” - St Therese

REMEMBER THE HOLY
SOULS IN NOVEMBER

If you wish to have Masses offered
for friends or loved ones who have
died, please send us a list of
intentions and a minimum stipend of
€7 (but more is very welcome) as an
offering to the priest who will
celebrate each Mass.

By helping poor priests in this way you
are aiding the work of the Church in
mission lands.

YOUR MASS IN THE MISSIONS

Our benefactors will be glad to know
that in addition to the daily Mass
offered for their intentions, Mass is
offered each day for all deceased
Little Way benefactors and friends.

CAN YOU HELP PROVIDE A
WELL?

The Little Way is constantly receiv-
ing requests for funds to sink wells
in order to provide clean water, the
lack of which causes much illness
and many medical needs. On
average, women in Africa and Asia
walk approx. three hours every day
to fetch water, often in scorching
heat.

Every euro you send will be sent direct.




