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Ireland is ‘Re-Paganising’

Traditional Christian faith is the resistance to despair, says priest

Brandon Scott Baby steps on the march for Jesus...

The “collapse” of Christianity in Ireland

is “leaving a dangerous vacuum that is —!'""-‘ =
not being left vacant but being filled with R = 75
other forms of pagan spiritualty, religion 1AYa “,‘m" .

and worship”, the Administrator of Wex- . -,
ford parish has warned. | 'I r ﬂ'l 5 " f""“ Pee 'S
Fr Billy Swan said that “there is evidence -— - s

that Ireland is ‘re-paganising’ or revert-
ing to the worship of false gods like it did
before we accepted the Christian faith back
in the 5th Century”.

“Ireland has experimented with pagan-
ism and superstition before. Moving away
from the light of Christ and into darkness is
inevitably leading to a breakdown of civi-
lisation, the family and chaos in society in
general,” according to Fr Swan.

“It leads to confusion about what is true
and false, what is right and wrong and a
bleaker future for our youth who are long-
ing for hope. The way things are going,
far from it being the established order to
rebel against, traditional Christian faith is
becoming the last countercultural force
that has the confidence and resolve to
resist this slide into despair.”

Prof. Patricia Casey, professor emeritus
of psychiatry at UCD, told The Irish Catho-
lic: “The more serious thing, which isn’t to
do with Halloween directly, is the dabbling
in the occult generally - and Halloween is
linked in with occult tendencies.

“The occult is very dangerous because

BRET g

Marian and Ana-Maria Timoce with their children durihg the ‘March for Jesus’ in which over 10,000 Christians from various
denominations across Ireland gathered on Saturday, October 26, in Dublin City Centre. Photo: John McElroy. @ See pages 12-13
» Continued on Page 2

THE 1980°S: BROKE YES, HOW HALLOWE’EN BISHOP HAYES WARNS ON
REPRESSED NO REPLACED GUY FAWKES ‘COERCION CULTURE’
David Quinn Mary Kenny Assisted dying
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Who will pass on the flame of faith?

A future where young people are exposed to the power of the Good News
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Ireland is
‘Re-Paganising’ :

» Continued from Page 1

tive on life that worships evil,

because that's what devil :
: are a burden on society’ Bishop Mar-
: tin Hayes has warned. A member

¢ of the Irish Episcopal Conference’s
Regarding the future :

impact this may have on :
young people Prof. Casey :

Hate crime law is ‘radical gender politics’ in Statute book

lead to psychological prob- :

lems like nightmares, very :
negative thoughts, confu- : Brandon Scott

: Independent Senator Ronan

: Mullen has described last

of things. It could lead to : week’s passing of the Hate

depression as well, because : crime Bjll in the Oireach-
if people are engaged in the ©tas as an example of “radi-
?rftc()ulitc)rtr?oegyra?t?ga‘;lvgltlhagsg : cal gender politics” entering
very much associated with : the cpuntljy's Statqte Law fqr

: the first time, saying that it

worship is about, it’s worship-
ping evil and that’s obviously
very concerning.”

said that it “would certainly

sion about right and wrong,

anxiety and those kinds

depression and anxiety”.

Writing in this week’s : i
columnist Breda : future”asthe new broad def-

¢ inition of gender comes from

paper,

O’Brien said: “Modern

Hallowe’en strips the Chris-
tian meditation on the
fleeting nature of life and :

100 years of joyful service

wariness of the dead and

the need to pray for the
dead, and even the Celtic

the need to appease them,

from Hallowe’en. It leaves :
an ugly, commercial, and :
hollow substitute in its :

place.”

Swan said:

overcome him with faith,

he seeks to return through :
superstition.” Let’s not be :
naive about the presence :
and power of evil. May all :

forms of darkness, evil,

deceit and worship of false :
gods be dispelled by the true :
light of Jesus Christ, risen :
from the dead for ‘Whoever :
follows me will not walk in :
darkness but have the light :

of life’ (John 8:12).”

@ See pages 8 & 40

Cultural coercion could impact most vulnerable

no longer useful or wanted, ....you

Council for Life, he was respond-
ing to the Dail vote to approve the
Majority Report on Assisted Dying.

He added: “The final weeks of life
are important and can be provided for
with appropriate palliative care with
the patient at the centre. It is critical
that people who are ill have confidence
in the medical profession; whom they
trust to ensure and preserve life.

The Majority Report (MjR) relies on

the autonomy of the individual which
is not absolute as it does not take
account of the common good.”
Bishop Hayes also told The Irish
Catholic that “the Majority Report
fails to provide adequate safeguards
for the vulnerable, the elderly, the
sick, those with disabilities. It could
enable funding being prioritised for
assisted dying above that for pallia-
tive care thus leading to a devalua-

if assisted dying legalised - Bishop Hayes

it takes people into all kinds :

of things like devil worship, :

witchcraft, pornography - : Staff reporter
?:ﬁg;é&iﬁiggdg&ikﬁfag “If assisted dying is legalised then
people into very dark things the elderly, the sick and people with
and into a very dark perspec- disabilities are vulnerable to cultural

! coercion, i.e., to messages of ‘you’re

tion of palliative care.

“The dignity of the person is
paramount, each of us is created in
the image and likeness of God for a
particular purpose which is being
fulfilled until death comes. This cen-
tral belief is illustrated by the video
entitled ‘Through the Valley’ released
in conjunction with the Pastoral Let-
ter ‘Freedom to live fully, until death
comes’, he said.

Quoting Pope Francis, Fr :
“‘Our secular- :
ised world is teeming with :
magicians, occultism, spirit- :
ism, astrologers and satanic :
sects. If we kick the devil out :
the door, he tries to return :
through the window. If we :

“sets a bad precedent for the

“a very ideological place”.
Speaking to The Irish

Catholic, Senator Mullen said
that his concerns around the
Bill arise from its intention to
render certain crimes more
serious than others based on
individual “protected char-
acteristics people have” and
the Bill’s recognition of “any
form of gender expression”.
“I'm concerned because
of the drift of it,” he said.
“If people have committed
crimes motivated by hatred
against people on grounds
of certain protected charac-
teristics that those people

have, then it turns it into a
more serious kind of crime.
It suggests that you can have
two different categories of
victims for the same crime
and that’s not a great idea
where we're all supposed to
be equal before the law.

“But the real problem is
that continuing with this
very controversial definition
of gender, which doesn’t con-
fine itself to male or female
but instead transgender or
any form of gender expres-
sion including a gender that’s

neither male nor female,
what you have is radical
gender politics coming in for
the first time into our statute
law.”

The new definition of
gender introduced in the Bill
comes from “a very ideologi-
cal place” according to Sena-
tor Mullen and his fear is
that there will be a concerted
push by future governments
and specific NGOs to replace
the traditional understand-
ing of gender with this
adapted one.

“My concern is by intro-
ducing this new definition
of gender that it would be
the Government’s inten-
tion and NGOs who are very
well-connected politically,
to push to have that new
definition of gender, which
is coming from a very ideo-
logical place, to replace the
time-honoured definition of
gender in other areas of our
law in the future,” he said.
“Even if it’s just in connection
with hate crimes, it sets a bad
precedent for the future.”

DISCIp|eS of the Divine Master cutting their centenary cake to celebrate 100 years of joyful service last Monday aftér Mass of Thanksgiving for the
centenary of their foundation in St Peter and Paul’s Parish in Athlone. The sisters were joined by family and friends for the Mass and a reception

afterwards. Photo: John McElroy
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Irish priests welcome Pope’s
‘radical’ Sacred Heatl message

Brandon Scott

In response to Pope Francis’
new encyclical on the Sacred
Heart, Dilexit Nos, three priests
have welcomed the Pope’s re-
exploration of the devotion
and its “radical” message, with
members of the Pioneer Asso-
ciation, an organisation that
specifically devotes itself to the
message of Sacred Heart, hail-
ing its ability to help people
overcome addiction and foster
faith in a world where “belief
has sunken”.

Fr Robert McCabe, a priest
based in St Mary's Parish
Navan and Spiritual Director
of the Pioneer Association,
an organisation that encour-
ages devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus as an aid to
overcoming alcohol addiction,
said that this encyclical reaf-
firms the works of the Pioneers
and the people committed to
its mission, particularly those
attempting to remain sober.

“The Pioneer Offering which
we pray every morning and

evening speaks of ‘good exam-
ple, self-denial and reparation’,”
he said. “It’s a prayer which
people have suggested that [
should change as the concepts
of ‘self-denial and reparation’
seem obsolete. Dilexit Nos is a
letter which reaffirms the value
of good example, self-denial
and reparation.

“Pioneers continue to wear
an emblem of the Sacred Heart
so that anyone who is living
with addiction can approach
them and ask for their prayers.
Many people take a short-term
Pioneer pledge to assist a friend
who is undergoing treatment
for alcohol addiction. In the
past year I've met one man
who took the pledge because
he wanted to give the best
of attention to his new-born
baby.”

Fr John Hogan OCDS, a priest
from the Diocese of Meath,
encouraged Catholics to redis-
cover the “radical” message of
the devotion which will help
“buck” some of the trends that
have become prevalent in soci-

ety, particularly if the devo-
tion’s edge isn’t “taken off”.

“It would be wonderful if
Catholics in Ireland were to
rediscover the devotion and
place the image in their homes,”
he said. “Devotion to the Sacred
Heart is radical and challenges
our humanity - a challenge that
can buck the trend in society.

“What we've done in recent
times with devotion to the
Sacred Heart is take the edge
off of it and that's not good
because when you begin to
take the edge off Christianity,
you begin to dilute the Gospel
and you refit it according to
whatever particular ideology
you like.”

Former Spiritual Director of
the Pioneers Fr Barney McGu-
ckian SJ, described the docu-
ment as “marvellous” and said
that the Pope’s idea is to pre-
sent an “attractive concept of
the Lord” in the hope of inspir-
ing people to turn to the divin-
ity amid periods of strife.

“It's marvellous,” he said.
“The document is very much
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in line what the Pioneers have
always taught. It hasn’'t been
given much focus in recent
years, that concept of repara-
tion. I think the pope is hoping
to talk to the world again about
that concept.

“When the Pioneers started,

Synod calls for a new ‘Church culture’

Chai Brady

Irish bishops have underlined
the necessity for a new “Church
culture” that needs “a conver-
sion that is personal, spiritual
and pastoral”, following the
conclusion of the second major
‘Synod on Synodality’ in Rome.

The month-long session
of the 16th Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod on Syn-
odality ended on October 26
and involved 368 delegates of
lay women and men, clergy and
religious orders from all over

the world who discussed the
theme ‘For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and
Mission’.

Bishop Brendan Leahy of
Limerick and Bishop Alan
McGuckian SJ of Down and
Connor attended the Synod
on behalf of the Irish Bishops’
Conference.

Bishop Leahy said: “The
fruit of this synod is not a new
Church, rather a Church that is
new. The synod is inviting us
to move from a way of seeing
Church in terms of a ‘pyramid’

structure - a Pope at the top,
and then all the way down
through bishops, priests, reli-
gious, lay people - to be more
collaborative and participative,
with a community focus, and
where each one is valued for her
or his specific gifts and roles.
“The Synod’s final docu-
ment is not just about struc-
tural changes. It invites us to
go deeper. It involves a new
Church culture that will need a
conversion that is personal,
spiritual and pastoral.”
He added: “The Synod has

brought home to us how the
focus on renewing Church life is
not about Church navel-gazing,
but rather is directed towards
being better able to promote
justice and peace in the world
as we ourselves grow in pro-
cesses of listening and dialogue,
sharing and reconciliation.”
This Synod in Rome follows
a period of three-years when
Catholics have been offering
their views and suggestions
on how best to be a ‘synodal
Church.

O See pages 23-26

Passing on the Faith

Dualta and Sile Roughneen venerating St
Bernadette’s relic during its visit to the Oblates
Church of Mary Immaculate in Inchicore, Dublin
on October 23. Photo: Rebecca Roughneen

Catholic Career
Summit reminds

. laity of their role

: The first Catholic Career Sum-
. mitinIreland was held recently,
: with Deacon Don Devaney,
: the new spiritual director of
. Radio Maria, who has 40 years’
. experience in career guidance,
: addressing listeners. He said,
. “When we find our nature, we
. find our purpose. We align with
: God's will...
. happiness. My invitation to
. each of you is to reflect on your
. abilities and aptitudes. Are we
. using our gifts as God intends?”

and that is true

Senator Mullen described

. his experiences in politics and

%" | media, Neil and Maria Steen

. shared insights into balanc-
. ing raising a family with busy

I careers, Fr Alan O’Sullivan OP

attractive concept of the Lord.”

t : talked about the Catholic con-
: ception of human rights and

) : Tim Nichols explained the
people believed. Now we're :
dealing with a world where :
belief has sunken. Today the :
problem is that people don't :
believe, they don'teven turnto : Attendees took inspiration and

the Pope’s idea is to presentan : 35 well as some new friends,

: explained organisers.

importance of lay vocations.
The event encouraged the

faithful to thrive in their work

and use their gifts in the world.
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Irish Times readers get a

Fr Gustavo

catechesis master class

Staff Reporter

In a reply this week to a letter writer
in The Irish Times, Alan Hynes, who
is Chief Executive of the Catho-
lic Education Partnership says the
writer “presents an understanding
of faith all too often found among
people of no religion: that the main
appeal of faith is comfort or sooth-
ing, particularly in the face of death.”

He writes: “For Christians, this
is not the promise at all. The only
promise made to me was that if |
truly live in accordance with God’s
will, following the example of the

life and teaching of Jesus Christ, then
I will face the opposition, or even
hatred, of the world, even to death,
to the Cross.

“Faith can be a comfort, and this
is backed up by studies showing
more positive mental health and
general wellbeing outcomes for peo-
ple of faith versus those without - St
Augustine’s insight that we are made
for God, and our hearts restless until
they rest in God is a key insight into
true human flourishing.

“But faith is primarily a challenge
to Christians: it asks us not only to
forgive those who do us wrong
but to love them; we are required

to see Jesus in all who suffer or in
the migrant among us, as the Irish
bishops recently reminded people
in their pastoral letter, A Hundred
Thousand Welcomes?

“We are required too to bear our
own suffering, misfortunes or injus-
tice with patience, joining them in
prayer to Jesus on the Cross.”

The letter writer, says Hynes
“rightfully understands the Cross to
be a scandal - it is! Christians knew
this from the start. Christianity has
never been an easy religion.

“The human condition of hav-
ing potential for greatness coupled
with a capacity for evil, the reality of

mainly by example.

“It is a cause of shame that this
was not always so, but many teach- :
ers and other school staff, religious :

and lay, did, and we are thankful for :
: many”.

them.”

Eco-protection ‘central to
Christian identity’ says priest

Renata Steffens

Representatives of countries and
institutions from all around the
world are gathered in Colombia
for the United Nations Biodiversity
Summit, COP16 from October 21 to
November 1. One of these organisa-
tions is the Columban Missionaries.

Talking to The Irish Catholic, Fr
Sean McDonagh, Columban priest
and ecologist, said “The COP for

biodiversity only takes place every
two years, while the COP for climate
change takes place every year. In
fact, many will not even mention
the COP for biodiversity, [which is]
so very important,”

Amy Echeverria, Columban Inter-
national Coordinator for Justice,
Peace and Ecology is represent-
ing the order in the Summit. In a
released statement, they explained:
“The purpose of attending these

o

Syro-Malabar clergy and laity gather in Dublin WithFr Mathew Elavumkal, a Vincentian priet from Kerala,

international summits is to bear
witness to the global community
that people of faith are committed
to advocating for the protection and
restoration of biodiversity.”

The priest said it is important to
emphasise the importance of bio-
diversity now, to ensure it is not
destroyed. “Because once a species is
gone, it's gone forever...if we destroy
them, we destroy the future of eve-
ryone, including human beings,” Fr

Bringing new light to Ireland...

£ =1

for their annual Family Renewal Retreat at the Church of the Guardian Angels Blackrock.

McDonagh added.

central to our Christian identity.”

“And if the religious people are :
not involved in that, what are they :
involved in? It's so important for :
us, this is God’s creation...When it :
comes to biodiversity, the reality of :
who is causing the destruction of :
biodiversity [is] only one creature: :

humans.

[rish-born priest
recommended to

become New York : women of faith

. gather for climate
. justice

Fr Brendan Fitzgerald, who was gntew v:pmen—tled, ]I(num'lfalthlfhd'
raised in Killarney, Co. Kerry, has : dl¢€ action networkwas 'aunche

recommended : 4t an event held in Wilton Park,
by New York State Attorney General Frascati, Italy. Amongst the experts

Letitia James to become the next :

haplain of the Fire D f:
chaplain of the Tire Department o : Gold is an advocate for climate

fire chaplain

Brandon Scott

been formally

New York (FDNY).

known as ‘Little Ireland’.

Church in the Bronx since 2016.

“In New York City, he has built a :
solid track record of building trust :
and community within the FDNY. As :
chaplain to the FDNY Emerald Soci- :
ety, FDNY Holy Name Society, and :
FDNY GAA, he has created strong
and meaningful connections among :
: faith group.

members.”

. Gutierrez’s death
M1 ]
suffering, but also the possibility of : great sorrow’, says
redemption, has always been there.” :
Responding to the charge of the :
letter writer that the “indoctrina- :
tion” received in a Catholic school : tas ¢
did not work, Hynes replies: “I : aged 96 on October 22 in Lima,
should be surprised if it did, given :
that the aim of a Catholic ethos :
school, in its life, its community and :
its teaching, is not to indoctrinate, :

but to propose the faith, hopefully :
: as the source of what became a

President Higgins

The father of liberation theology,
Fr Gustavo Gutiérrez OP has died

Peru. President Michael D. Higgins
received the news with “great sor-
row”.

In a statement released last

Friday, the President said: “Seen

huge movement of reconciliation
between the tasks of justice, equal-
ity and the message of Christian-
ity, Gustavo Gutiérrez inspired so

President Higgins concluded

: his statement by saying “He will
* always be remembered as the
: founder of the church of the peo-
. ple and for his encouragement of
. reconciling deep spirituality with
: the social changes that are neces-
: sary to tackle poverty and hunger.”

Accused in Irish
. bishop murder case
. due in court today

Fr McDonagh said the involve- :
ment of the Church in biodiversity :
campaigns and eco-protection is :
“huge. The Church is concerned :
about life. This is about life, the con- :

tinuation of life,” he added. “This is :
: with the murder of Bishop David

A US court is to rule today on
whether a handyman charged with
the murder of an Irish-born bishop
is mentally fit to stand trial.
Carlos Medina is charged

0O’Connell who was shot dead in
his Los Angeles home in February
2023.

Mr Medina of Torrance in LA
County previously pleaded not
guilty to one felony count of mur-
der.

The legal team for Mr Medina

© told a recent pre-trial hearing in LA
. that they were concerned about his
. fitness to stand trial. If he is found
: to be mentally incompetent he will
. be treated until he is deemed fit.

attending was Dr Lorna Gold, Chair
of the Laudato Si Movement. Dr

Fr Fitzgerald, a native of the Rock- action within faith groups.

aways in Queens, is the pastor at St : . .
Barnabas Church in the Woodlawn : female faith leaders, connecting

neighbourhood of The Bronx, often : !
: global effort to combat climate

In her letter, which was shared : change and to foster climate resil-

with Irish Central, Attorney General :
James wrote: “Fr Brendan is a pillar :
of the New York City Community, :

serving as the pastor of St Barnabas : 0 La L )
: inspired by Pope Francis’ encycli-

The gathering aimed to unify

religious and secular forces in the

ience in communities worldwide.

Dr Gold’s participation in this
event emphasised the importance
of Laudato Si’s principles, which,

cal, asks for urgent environmental
protection.

It was emphasised during the
event that faith communities have
a critical role in mobilising climate
action, as over 80% of the world’s
population partake in some form of
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was surprised to see a

French supermarket - in

the Bordeaux region -

dedicate a whole section
of its space to Hallowe’en
costumes and assorted such
decorations, from witches’
hats to spooky skeleton cos-
tumes. Marking Hallowe'en
had never, previously, been
a French custom: but it has
become one now, thanks to
American merchandising
tactics.

As we know - and as Mar-
tina Purdy pointed out last
week - Hallowe’en is essen-
tially a Celtic pagan custom,
which lingered on in residual
form in Christianity, but has
now become much more
pervasive.

Childhood

In my childhood, Hallowe’en
was rather simple and, I would
say, harmless. We played
games like apple-bobbing and
pinning a tail, blindfolded,
on the image of a donkey.
We did call around to neigh-
bours’ houses and they gave
us oranges or nuts, though the
phrase “Trick or treat” wasn’t
then part of the vocabulary.
Then the idea got exported
to America, where it was
turned into something much
more commercialised,
hyped-up - and re-exported

to Ireland, Britain and now,
Continental Europe in more
intense marketised form.
It's interesting to note how
successful the marketisation
of Hallowe’en has been in
Britain, where it has virtually
come to replace Guy Fawkes
night on November 5.

00 Little by little,
the tradition has
declined, and you
never see kids
asking ‘a penny
for the guy’ any
more”

It was common, back in
the day, to encounter London
urchins accompanied by their
straw mannikin asking for
‘a penny for the Guy’, in the
run-up to Guy Fawkes night.
There was a chant to go with
it: “Remember, remember the
Fifth of November/Gunpow-
der, treason and plot!”

This wasn’'t pagan: it was

©6The pagan roots of
Hallowe’en are evident,
and the marketisation slick.
Yet I wouldn’t take the
whole event too seriously

about burning in effigy a
Catholic rebel who had been
horribly tortured even before
he was executed. Poor Guy! I
saw it as part of English his-
tory, though I also thought it
a little sectarian.

Indeed, in Sandymount,
Dublin 4 - where inter-faith
relations were harmonious -
some of the local Protestant
children did burn their ‘Guy’
on November 5. I remember
envying their impressive fire-
works, like rockets and Cath-
erine wheels.

But fireworks have
been part of Guy Fawkes’
decline: Health and Safety
has increasingly frowned on
the mixture of bonfires and
fireworks around children,
and frightened pets. Little
by little, the tradition has
declined, and you never see
kids asking “a penny for the
guy” any more. Now, they're
more likely to be focused
on witches and warlocks for
Hallowe’en.

The pagan roots of
Hallowe’en are evident, and
the marketisation slick. Yet
I wouldn't take the whole
event too seriously. As
the evenings grow darker,
spooky images can be seen
as a reflection of nature’s
cycles. We can smile at
Hallowe’en antics while
turning our attention to the
feasts of All Saints and All
Souls.

Hallowe’en is commercialised paganism - but it
has also replaced the burnmg of Guy Fawkes...

A novelist makes things up

he short novel Small Things Like

These, by Claire Keegan, has had a

huge success with the book-buying

public, and was generally highly
praised. It is very well-written, in spare, skil-
ful prose. The movie, starring Cillian Mur-
phy, will be in cinemas shortly, and has been
widely publicised in advance. It is garlanded
with awards, and I'm sure it will be artisti-
cally admirable.

The storyline centres on an Irish Magda-
lene home for unmarried mothers in which
the young women are kept as virtual pris-
oners by stern, sly, controlling nuns. A local
man, Bill Furlong, played by Murphy, discov-
ers this secret and tries to help one of the
girls escape.

My problem with this narrative is the
date in which itis set — 1985. 1 could believe
the storyline if it were set in 1955, or even,
perhaps, 1965. But 1985? How many sin-

gle mothers were kept against their will
in Magdalene homes in the middle 1980s?
Single mothers had the entitlement to
claim child allowance benefits from 1973.
The numbers of babies born out of wedlock
were rising every year from 1980 (when it
was 5%), and in 1985, the percentage stood
at 8.5% - that is, some 5,282 infants born
to unwed mothers. (This would reach one-
third of all births by 2005.)

There had been a heated national debate
in 1983 over abortion, in which conservative
Catholics were heard to praise single mothers
for having a baby rather than an abortion. Is
it really plausible that at that time there were
young women so bereft of civil rights, social
support, family connections or recourse to
the law that they were held against their will
or consent behind convent walls? Very hard
to believe. But then the job of a novelist is to
make things up.

came away from The
Apprentice - Ali Abba-
si’s movie about the
rise of Donald Trump
- thinking that he really is
an unpleasant character,

who had also been cor-
rupted by his mentor Roy
Cohn. But an anti-Trump
friend came away with the
opposite view: that the
movie showed Trump as

a vulnerable young man
(with a horrible father)
just aiming for the Ameri-
can dream. De gustibus
non est disputandem -
opinions differ.

tndlding homas
[t

Remember Respond in your will

Your legacy will ensure that future generations can
access affordable homes and support services

Cliona Maughan our dedicated Legacy
Officer is here to help if you have
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or 087 355 6341.
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No country for young children

Brandon Scott

hild protection

should unquestion-

ably be paramount

to any institu-
tion or organisation, but
the moralising from some
of the Government TDs of
late rings hollow when you
examine the ongoing fail-
ures they’ve been presiding
over, with some seemingly
incapable of finding solu-
tions even after a decade in
Government.

The Government par-
ties have suddenly become
staunch champions for
the rights of the child and
protecting their safety as
an election looms but this
stance is simply incongru-
ous with their performance
in protecting children from
homelessness and the pro-
vision of essential services,
particularly over the last
number of years.

Out of a total of 14,760
homeless people without a roof
over their head in this State,
4,561 are children according to
the latest statistics.

Addressing the latest
rise in homelessness in the
country, up by 384 when

LA

compared to last month’s
figures and also represent-
ing a 15% rise when com-
pared with the statistics
from September 2023, Focus
Ireland, a charity founded
by Sr Stan that provides
services for people who
are homeless, said that the
country’s “extreme” home-
less problem demands that
future governments make

LA

a radical shift in housing
policy to decisively tackle it.

CEO of Focus Ireland Pat
Dennigan said: “Too often
the political debate on
housing and homelessness
has been characterised by
point scoring and finger-
pointing, what people want
are realistic and deliverable
solutions. The future of over
4,000 children trapped in

homelessness depends upon
the ability of our political
parties to rise to this chal-
lenge.”

DePaul’s Chief Execu-
tive David Carroll, another
service at the coalface of
combatting homelessness,
said that the latest home-
less figures indicate that
young people are some of
the most disadvantaged by

Children languish on waiting
lists for scoliosis surgery,
mental health appointments or
special needs classes.

.-

the Government’s hous-
ing market and called on
the Government to change
its approach to its housing
policy to ensure that people
have “a secure, affordable,
decent place to call a home”.

Catherine Kenny, CEO
of Dublin Simon Commu-
nity said, “The lack of an
integrated response by the
Government is one of, if not

.“‘.:r

the, key issue with today’s

record numbers”. “Since
the DAil was last dissolved
in 2020, homelessness has
increased by 41%”. She
added: “Despite the tire-
less work of Dublin Simon
accommodating over 1,200
men, women and children
per night in accommoda-
tion, homelessness contin-
ues to escalate”.

4,651 children are
homeless, many moving
between hotels and B&Bs.

One in every seven children now lives in poverty.

m) Last year, 29 young

- Another 5,000 immigrant m people died while The scarcity of special

. children are living in direct = they were in care or care beds for children at

oy provision. .-‘|.||.{;]1I|uu|1lhalh:~.-|c-||.t um aftercare or were risk is severe.
Leanai agus an Teaghlach
il Child and Family Agency known to Tus"a'
4,400 children are waiting The Department of Children
for first-time appointments Some schools in the country s has stopped funding the Child
with the Child and Adolescent are still segregating Traveller Law Project, a court reporting
Mental Health Service. children. l service that has exposed
numerous failures in the system.
o Social Justice Ireland’s analysis of

Budget 2025: Government “failed
to provide adequate resources =
to Tusla for child protection and e
increased social provision for
children and families”.

ombudsman 010
do leanai eX{ bXe
for children

The Ombudsman for Children said in his
annual report that “funding has not been
forthcoming” to provide independent
oversight of elements of the domestic,
sexual and gender-based violence strategy
that affect children.

An Garda Siochana

Ireland’s National Police & Security Service

/7

Gardai have been searching for a little boy
who went missing two years ago when he
was six and is believed to be dead. Nobody in
authority seems to have noticed in all that
time that the child had vanished.

@
?

There’s a total of 33 children
missing from State care, as
per latest reports.
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Life-changing range of
gifts launched by Trocaire

récaire has launched
this year’s range of
sustainable and ethi-
cal gifts for Christ-
mas. The ‘Gifts of Change’
range receives incredible sup-
port every year from people in
Ireland and is a fantastic way
to contribute to Trécaire’s
work in some of the world’s
most fragile countries. Over
one million life-changing
gifts have been purchased by
the public in Ireland, north
and south, since the initia-
tive launched in 2000. With
24 gifts in the range starting
at just €5 there is sure to be
something of interest.

With the horrific situation
in Gaza obviously still front of
mind for many people, a new
gift has been introduced that
will help children caught up
in conflict this year includ-
ing in Gaza. Children caught
up in conflict witness horrors
every day that no child should
see. Hard as it is for adults to
cope, it’s harder still for chil-
dren. To process the trauma of
war, they need help and the
Gift of Play & Healing (€40)
can provide this. Through the
power of play therapy, includ-
ing storybooks, photo puzzles,
art and more, this gift will
give children who are hurting
a way to find calm and resil-
ience in the storm.

Hunger

Hunger can be a constant com-
panion for children caught
in conflict. When food is
scarce, children under five are at
huge risk of malnutrition. Saida
and her two-year-old son Tira-
nus are among those families in
Sudan affected not only by an
escalating conflict but by failed

harvests due to climate change
and where people are now fac-
ing what is being called the
worst humanitarian crisis on
earth. Saida depends on farm-
ing but due to alack of rains last
year, the family ran out of food
and had nothing to eat. They
had been surviving on nutri-
tionally inadequate leaves and
roots that led to Tiranus being
malnourished. Saida brought
Tiranus to the malnutrition
clinic in Thobo county which
is run by Trécaire. She received
food supplements high in nutri-
ents and vitamins which saved
his life.

©0 The Gift of
Seeds and Tools
(€15) provides
families with
everything they
need to plant,

tend and grow
healthy, nutritious,
fresh fruit and
vegetables”

Your Gift of Food &
Nourishment (€50) this Christ-
mas will help children with
special food that nourishes
growing bodies and saves lives.

For those looking for some-
thing that will help the planet
this Christmas, Trécaire has
a range of climate gifts. The
Gift of Seeds and Tools (€15)
provides families with every-
thing they need to plant, tend
and grow healthy, nutritious,
fresh fruit and vegetables.
The Protection from Climate
Change Gift (€100) will help
struggling families respond to

List of Worldwide Gifts 2024

* Soap €5
* Chicks €10

* Menstrual Dignity €10

* Seeds and Tools €15

* Solar Lamp €20

« School Lunches €25

* Emergency Water €25
* School Kit €30

* Gift of Play for Healing €40 NEW
* Gift of Food and Nourishment €50 NEW

* Goat €50

the effects of extreme weather
by providing drought-resistant
seeds, equipment to store lim-
ited rainfall and trees that help
to reduce flooding and enrich
the soil. This is the ideal gift to
help restore hope and justice
for families and communities
who have been devastated by
climate change.

Water

Everyone should have access
to safe, clean water for drink-
ing, washing and helping
to grow the food they need.
The Gift of Water Systems

I

L !

Saida brought her son Tiranus to the malnutrition clinic in

(€100) provides filters for
safe drinking water, as well as
irrigation systems for grow-
ing food in harsh, dry condi-
tions. This life-changing gift
helps families to be healthier
and happier, both now and
in the future. In a time of cri-
sis, the Gift of Emergency
Water (€25) is a lifeline.
This gift provides essentials
such as a jerry can and water
purification tablets to help
prevent deadly diseases like
typhoid and cholera and gives
families in places like South
Sudan and Ethiopia the peace

e

-!-:l‘-"":.‘?-'_.'_‘_.l L #

of mind that their water is
safe and clean.

In 2023/2024, Trécaire’s
work enabled more than 2.2
million people in some of
the most fragile countries in
the world to improve their
lives thanks to the generous
support of the public here at
home. This included support-
ing over 1.6 million people
in humanitarian crises, pro-
moting access to justice and
defending the human rights
of 80,444 people in Central
America and Palestine, and
supporting women and girls

through empowerment pro-
grammes in countries includ-
ing Myanmar, Zimbabwe and
Rwanda. Last year, Trocaire’s
climate and environmental
justice work supported over
288,000 people.

With 24 gifts to choose
from, ranging from €5 to
€1,400, each Trécaire gift will
support critical programmes
across the world where Tr6-
caire works. The gifts can be
purchased online at www.
trocaire.org/gifts or by calling
1800408 408 (0800912 1200
in NI).

g~

=

Thobo county which is run by Trocaire. She received food

supplements high in nutrients and vitamins which saved his life. Photo: Achouth Deng/ Trécaire

* Help for Grandparents €50

* Mental Health Lifeline €60

* New Mother’s Care Kit €60

* Honey Bees €75

* Water Systems €100

* Protection from Climate Change €100
* Women’s Empowerment €100

* A Just World €100 i - _
* A Safe Home €150 EIeI:;iG) washes her

= Ox Plough and Farming Tools €225 han f’ a; % W_?_t?r tank
* Fix a Well €1,000 ~providead by lrocaire,

‘DR Congo. Photo:

* Solar Panel Water Pump €1,400 ' Garry Walsh/Trécaire
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A wasteland of tacky and

pointless g

ory imagery

Breda O’Brien

have lovely neighbours

of whom I am very fond.

However, I am not fond

of their Hallowe’en dis-
play, which consists of two
ugly witch-like figures sitting
somewhat incongruously on
deck chairs.

A motion-activated sensor
sets off vicious cackling and
screaming while the figures
bob up and down as though
possessed, including in the
middle of the night when
urban foxes pad past.

Decorations

I am growing less fond of
Hallowe’en decorations every
year. Recently, my husband
and I passed what could only
be described as a gibbet, with
grisly figures twisting in a row
in the breeze.

Hallowe’en decorations have
become increasingly macabre
and ghoulish. Some people
would say that is the point. Life

is not all sugared violets, and it
is important to face the reality
of evil and death.

But do the nastier
Hallowe’en decorations help us
to acknowledge that reality, or
render it remote by making it
cartoon-like? Is there any evi-
dence that modern Ireland is
more comfortable with death
than our forebears?

Furthermore, most
Hallowe’en decorations are
plastic and destined to end up
in landfills but honestly, that is
not my primary objection.

The Church’s ceremonies
at this time of the year are all
about death, too, but within a
context of Christian hope, the
kind of hope that is markedly
absent from the dark displays
we witness.

66 Here in

Ireland, we are
fond of saying that
Hallowe’en grew
out of the Celtic
feast of Samhain.
It is probably a bit
more complicated
than that”

Hallowe’en itself (and I
am a stickler for the apostro-
phe) comes from All Hallows’
Eve - the vigil of All Saints.

The Oxford English Diction-
ary tells us that ‘hallow’ as
a noun comes from Old Eng-
lish, and its first recorded
use was pre-1150 and it dis-
appeared by 1500. As a verb,
in the sense of to make holy,
or to consecrate, it lasted
longer but was already seen
as somewhat archaic by the
early 20th Century.

After All Saints, there is
the feast of All Souls, a day
of prayer and remembrance
for all the faithful departed.
Here in Ireland, we are fond
of saying that Hallowe’en
grew out of the Celtic feast
of Samhain. It is probably a
bit more complicated than
that.

Remnants

Remnants of folk customs
no doubt persisted in Ireland
and other parts of Europe
long after Celtic culture was
no more.

The Church believed in the
communion of saints since
the earliest times. There is
some evidence that by the

year 800, churches in Ireland
were praying for the dead in
early November, possibly due
to memories of Samhain, but
the universal Church had dif-
ferent dates.

66 The idea that
Hallowe’en had
pagan origins
seems to stem
more from

the Protestant
Reformation”

In 609, Pope Boniface IV
rededicated the pagan Pan-
theon to St Mary and All
Martyrs on May 13. This date
was an ancient Roman feast
dedicated to the dead. From
then until the early 8th Cen-
tury, when Pope Gregory III
dedicated a chapel to relics
of the saints, it continued to
be the day of remembrance
of the saints. It then moved
to November 1.

This casts doubt on Sam-

hain being the definitive
influence on the date for the
universal Church. Surely it
would have been more likely
to have been an influence the
closer we were to Celtic times
and certainly earlier than the
8th Century?

The idea that Hallowe’en
had pagan origins seems to
stem more from the Protes-
tant Reformation. Puritans
disliked Hallowe’en. Let’s face
it, they hated most Christian
festivals and tried to ban the
celebration of Christmas.

When the Puritans made
their way to the New World,
enter the Irish again, fleeing
famine in the mid-19th Cen-
tury, but bringing with them
customs like carved turnips
and what looked to the Puri-
tans like other reprehensible
‘popish’ nonsense.

Retreated

In the face of Protestant out-
rage, US Catholics retreated
from their traditional cus-
toms, which ironically left the
field wide open to the growth

66 Modern Hallowe’en strips the Christian meditation
on the fleeting nature of life and the need to pray for
the dead, and even the Celtic wariness of the dead and
the need to appease them, from Hallowe’en. It leaves
an ugly, commercial, and hollow substitute in its place”

of secular Hallowe’en.

We know less about Celtic
culture than we pretend.
There is a lot of cherry-picking
and embellishing in modern
paganism, for example, the
conflation of the real person,
Brigid of Kildare, with a Celtic
goddess scarcely mentioned
in myths. Something similar
seems to have happened with
Samhain.

The little we do know,
however, shows respect and
awe for the world of the dead,
who were perceived to have
the power to harm the living.

Modern Hallowe’en strips
the Christian meditation on
the fleeting nature of life
and the need to pray for the
dead, and even the Celtic
wariness of the dead and the
need to appease them, from
Hallowe’en. It leaves an ugly,
commercial, and hollow sub-
stitute in its place.

I am not against people
dressing up or kids collect-
ing sweets. [ even understand
the thrill of being frightened
in a safe context which is
part of the appeal of ghoulish
imagery.

I just wonder whether
commercial attempts to sell
more costumes and decora-
tions, far from helping us
deal with life’s ultimate reali-
ties, have led us into a literal
wasteland of tacky and point-
less gory imagery instead.
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Simplistic to present the 1980s

as a dark an

L

David Quinn

he phrase “Ireland’s

dark past” has well

and truly entered

the national con-
sciousness. We come across
it in articles, hear it on the
radio, in TV documentaries,
in movies and in general con-
versation.

Our “dark past” used to
refer mainly to the period
from the foundation of the
Irish State in 1922 until
maybe the 1960s, or at a push
into the 1970s. But now I
notice that it is being brought
ever closer to the present and
has reached the 1980s. In due
course it will probably be
pushed closer still, until per-
haps it finally reaches May
2018, the month we repealed
the 8th amendment and so
were finally ‘liberated’ from
the clutches of our Catholic
past.

The idea of Ireland’s “dark
past”, which is always associ-
ated with the Catholic Church,
is now commonplace abroad.
There was a recent BBC series
called ‘The Woman in the
Wall’. It is set in the present
and focusses on a woman
traumatised by her time in a
Magdalene laundry. You could
tell by reading the reviews
that the reviewers particu-
larly associated the Magdalen
laundries with (a) Ireland and
(b) the Catholic Church.

None seemed aware that
such institutions were com-
mon in Britain and elsewhere
once upon a time, were mainly
run by Protestant organisa-
tions, or that the first one
in Ireland was founded by a
member of the Church of Ire-
land, a Lady Arabella Denny,
in the late 18th century when
the Catholic Church still oper-
ated under the penal laws.
Incidentally, Lady Denny was
genuinely trying to get ‘fallen
women’ back on the straight
and narrow when she founded
her Magdalen home.

In any event, | mention all
this because a new movie has
just opened in our cinemas
called ‘Small Things Like
These'. It stars Cillian Murphy
as the hero of the story and is
based on an award-winning
book of the same name that
came out in 2021.

The setting is New Ross
in Co. Wexford. The year is
1985. Murphy plays local coal

Y

delivery man, Bill Furlong. He
is disturbed by what is going
on in the local convent and
the treatment of the young
women in its Magdalen laun-
dry.

The villain of the story is
the head nun, Sr Mary, played
with ‘authoritarian menace’
by Emily Watson. Can you
remember the last time a
movie or TV series set in Ire-
land depicted a nun in a sym-
pathetic way? Nuns have all
been reduced to horror movie
caricatures, the one group of
women we are allowed, no,
often encouraged, to hate.

©0 ‘Small Things
Like These’ does
not look like

it is set in the
mid-1980s. It looks
more like the
1950s”

What caught my attention
about the movie, other than
the theme, is the time period
in which the story in set, that is
the mid-1980s. This is because [
came to adulthood in the 1980s.
[ left school, when to university
and got my first proper job.
Therefore, I have a strong liv-
ing memory of the time. When
I read and hear that the 1950s
(say) were a very dark time, [
cannot answer this with any
first-hand knowledge. I have
no doubt that aspects of the
1950s were dark, and for some,

very dark. On the other hand,
when I used to listen to my par-
ents and their contemporaries
speak about their time as young
adults in that era, most of their
memories seem to have been
happy ones. So, simply speak-
ing about “Ireland’s dark past”
does not capture the full story
of those years.

‘Small Things Like These'
does not look like it is set in the
mid-1980s. It looks more like
the 1950s. There was a Mag-
dalen home in New Ross, but
it was no longer operating in
1985. In fact, it has closed down
in 1967, almost 20 years before.
So why not set the story then,
which would have made more
sense?

Perhaps the idea is precisely
to bring our “dark past” closer
to the present.

Darkness

I do not associate the 1980s
with ‘darkness’ and ‘repres-
sion’, or a ‘cruel and authori-
tarian’ Church. Some people
will say this is because [ was a
middle-class male growing up
in that time and therefore I had

a different experience to many
other people, and that is obvi-
ously true. But in every era dif-
ferent people will experience
their time in different ways.

66 Looking back
on the 1980s, few
of my contempo-
raries, either male
or female, seemed
particularly
repressed, quite
the reverse in
many cases”

For example, in years to
come, how will all those
people who are young now
remember this time? There
will be plenty of stories of
rampant anxiety, depression
and self-harm. If we are so
liberated now, why is that
happening?

But looking back on the
1980s, few of my contem-
poraries, either male or
female, seemed particularly

A scene from Small
_‘T ings Like These (2024)

repressed, quite the reverse
in many cases. The Church
was far more dominant back
then than now, but the era of
severe corporal punishment
was more or less a thing of
past, in my school at any rate,
and in the one my sisters went
to. The priests I remember
from my school were a benign
bunch in the main, with one
notable exception who later
turned out to have sexually
abused boys, although he
presented himself as benign,
as child abusers tend to.

Stigma

The stigma of being a single
mother was also lifting during
those years. In 1980, only 5%
of children were born outside
marriage, but by 1990 this
has trebled to about 15%. By
2000, the figure had reached
one birth in three.

Some of my friends had
strict parents, and plenty did
not. You did hear stories of
strict nuns, but few enough
of properly cruel ones.

But for the most part
we barely spoke about the

©60What was the big dark cloud that seemed

to loom overhead of a lot of the time? It wasn’t
the Catholic Church, and it wasn’t some terrible
lack of sexual freedom. It was the dismal state
of the economy. By far and away, this was the
big negative we talked about at the time”

repressive time

Church at all. Divorce and
abortion referendums took
place in the 1980s, but a pro-
posal to legalise divorce went
down by a two-to-one mar-
gin, and the 8th amendment
become part of the Constitu-
tion by the same margin. That
was the democratic will.

I do remember plenty
of arguments about Charlie
Haughey and Garret FitzGer-
ald and Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher, but very
few, if any, about John Paul II
and whoever happened to be
the local bishop.

The 1980s was when big
music acts began to come to
Ireland regularly and play at
Slane Castle, hardly a scene
of darkness and repression.
These concerts were a domi-
nant image of the 1980s for
many young people.

What was the big dark
cloud that seemed to loom
overhead of a lot of the time?
It wasn’t the Catholic Church,
and it wasn’t some terrible
lack of sexual freedom. It
was the dismal state of the
economy. By far and away,
this was the big negative we
talked about at the time. We
wondered when we left uni-
versity whether we would
ever get a decent job.

66 But was the
1980s in general
repressive? I do
not believe it was,
and it is disservice
to that time to
present it as such”

This was another of our
eras of high emigration.
Many young people went off
to England or America. I went
to Australia at the very end of
1986. Back in those days Gay
Byrne used to joke that the
last person to leave would
have to turn out the lights.

Yes, there were obviously
people who would have expe-
rienced the 1980s as repres-
sive, including gay people,
and there still would have
been some women experi-
encing the stigma of having a
baby outside marriage, even
if that stigma was declining.

But was the 1980s in
general repressive? | do not
believe it was, and it is dis-
service to that time to present
it as such. It is both simplistic
and inaccurate to reduce the
1980s to stories such as ‘Small
Things Like These'.

If there is a movie set in
the Ireland of that time which
does capture the era a bit
better, then try out the Com-
mitments again. Not much
repression on display there.
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Martina Purdy

t was a summer’s day in

Mayo, and the heavens

were weeping, when I

first heard the story of
John’s conversion. He had
been raised in a family who
lived without faith, a family
with a father who drank too
much.

John grew up hating his
father, but like him, devel-
oped a thirst for that which
cannot satisfy, a thirst, not
for drink, but for money. God
was not at the centre of his
life for many years, but still
there was an echo from his
childhood, the sound of faith,
from a loved one who spoke
with the rhythmic prayer of
his ancestors. He never forgot
the words his grandmother
spoke each time he visited her
home: “May all the blessings
of the saints of Glendalough
be on you, John.”

Language
This was once the language
of the faithful in Ireland. And
as we come to mark the feast
of all Irish saints on Novem-
ber 6, how desperately we
need the inspiration of these
treasures of the past: Pat-
rick, Brigid, Colmcille, Dichu,
Enda, Malachy, Bronagh, Mac-
Nissi, Declan, Kevin, Canice,
Brendan and so many more.
This is a date in the Christian
calendar that should rival St
Patrick’s Day, but I find few
are even aware of it.
Treasures of the past was

a key theme in Pope Fran-
cis’ new encyclical on the
Sacred Heart, Delixit Nos (He
loved us), which coincided
last week with a statement
by Archbishop Eamon Mar-
tin. While Peter’s successor
spoke of our wealth, Patrick’s
successor acknowledged our
poverty. Ireland after all no
longer honours the Sacred
Heart as it once did, when this
holy picture adorned nearly
every parlour wall.

The archbishop warned
that dioceses and parishes
will disappear because we
simply cannot meet the cost
of maintaining them. Nor, he
added, can we pay compensa-
tion to abuse victims without
rationalisation, a grim reality
that is unlikely to woo anyone
back to the Church.

66 Let’s face it,
Ireland, once the
land of saints
and scholars,
can appear
strikingly anti-
Catholic”

Even so, the archbishop
spoke with hope about the
mission Jesus left us. “We
must,” said Archbishop
Eamon, “ensure the next gen-
eration believes in God.”

Persuading the next gen-
eration may be easier than
reaching their parents and
grandparents, as many seem
quite determined to reject
the faith. “It’'s a generation
that is hostile to the Church,”
a priest friend told me a few
years ago. “But the good news
is the next generation are not
hostile. They just don’t know
anything.”

Let’s face it, Ireland, once
the land of saints and schol-

ars, can appear strikingly
anti-Catholic.

Living in the north of Ire-
land for many years, the anti-
Catholicism could be deadly.
But this manifested itself in
gun-toting loyalist ‘protes-
tants’ who vented their rage
by shooting at random in
bars frequented by Catholics.
Thank God, those days are
gone, but in the new Ireland,
it is baptised Catholics who
are raging, and venting, and
seeking to kill the Spirit.

These anti-Catholics, who
are found in all corners of
Ireland, wallow in their own
narrative, and scapegoat the
Church for all society’s ills,
while sinking more deeply
into a kind of nihilism that
replaces faith, hope and love
with fear, hopeless and indif-
ference. They seek a new
identity, a diversity and inclu-
sion, that does not extend to
Catholicism. Faith, they insist,
is a private matter.

Identity

In the past the Irish could
hardly speak without men-
tioning God because the Irish
language, an expression of
our identity, was so deeply
entwined with faith. Remem-
ber when Mary McAleese,
who speaks rather more criti-
cally these days, was publicly
chastised as Irish president
for using the phrase, “God
willing”? That was 20 years
ago this month.

The other day I came
across a reflective article
written a decade ago by for-
mer Irish diplomat, Eamon
Delaney. He had described
himself as an agnostic, non-
churchgoer who, desiring a
pluralist Ireland, had wel-
comed the emerging liber-
alisation. But in a case of ‘be
careful what you wish for’ he
was lamenting the fact that
the churches were now under

seRemember when Mary
McAleese, who speaks rather more
critically these days, was publicly
chastised as Irish president for
using the phrase, ‘God willing’?
That was 20 years ago this month”

Stevie Nicks saving her career...

inger-songwriter Stevie Nicks has opened up about

her abortion, as this seems to be the defining issue

of the US presidential election. She said her birth

control failed in 1977 just as Fleetwood Mac was
about to record their third album. “Oh no, no, no, no, no, no,”
she had said, recalling her “choice” on CBS Sunday morning.
She claimed that having her baby would have destroyed the
band. How very sad that she ended up having four abor-
tions. Feminists, said one commentator, describe abortion
as empowering. But how many men have announced that
they had to kill their child to ‘save’ their career.

pressure — and that faith itself
had “almost become the love
that dare not speak its name”.
Delaney was annoyed that an
army chaplain, who had criti-
cised Michael D. Higgins for
not referencing Christmas in
his Christmas message, had
been forced into an apology.
I sought out a few more of
Delaney’s articles and was
not surprised to read in 2018
in the Irish Central that he
had returned to the faith,
brought back by his children,
who were attending Catholic
school.

66 What is
striking about
John’s journey is
the transforming
grace of the lay
faithful”

So, the Archbishop of
Armagh has every reason to
hope. Christ after all came
not to save the righteous
but sinners and Jesus is the
love that cannot be silenced.
It is a love, St Paul tells
us in Ephesians, that will
grow a Church, rooted and
grounded in love.

As for John, he is now
Deacon Taaffe, and a found-
ing member of the Apos-
tles of Love (Ireland) in the
Archdiocese of Armagh.
The Apostles of Love man-
age a diocesan initiative
called The Oasis of Peace
Centre in Drogheda, where
lay people and clergy are
partners in a mission of
prayer, love and healing.
What is striking about John’s
journey is the transforming
grace of the lay faithful.

John’s conversion was no
doubt rooted in the love and
prayers of his grandmother as
well as the kind invitation of
a friend who asked him to a
prayer meeting. His conver-
sion to Christ was deepened
by the love of our Blessed
Mother, and crowned with
the grace of forgiveness, as
he ultimately reconciled with
his father, who also returned
to faith.

As we mark the feast of all
Irish saints, all of whom were
once sinners, let us celebrate.
Because we have every reason
to hope - and as St Patrick
himself wrote in his Confes-
sio - to “be amazed”.

The cake reflected the moon

aving just celebrated a birthday I was aghast to

read in St Martin’s Magazine that the tradition of

round cakes with candles is rooted in an ancient

Greek offering to the goddess of the moon, Arte-
mis. The cake reflected the moon, and the candles not only
symbolised its light, but were a form of communication
with the goddess. The hope was that the smoke from the
candles would carry prayers to the deities. This won’t do
at all! Thank God for square cakes - and frankly I can live
without the mounting number of candles!

Love in the age of anti-Catholicism
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March for Jesus, ‘a desire
for something greater’

Renata Milan Morales

ver 10,000 Chris-

tians from various

denominations

across Ireland
gathered in Dublin for the
‘March for Jesus’ last Sat-
urday, October 26. Starting
from the Garden of Remem-
brance, the faithful walked
through the heart of the
city before reaching Lein-
ster House, where prayers,
hymns, and speeches took
place. Jennifer, one of the

attendees of this march
shared her reflections on
the day.

“The public response was
incredibly positive,” Jennifer
said. “People were excited.
Some had tears in their eyes,
while others looked on in
amazement. It's clear that, as
a nation with strong Chris-
tian roots, there’s still a deep
sense of faith among the
people. With the direction
our politicians have taken in
recent years, many feel dis-
heartened and are turning

" [

back to God for guidance.”
The impact of the event
was felt not only by par-
ticipants and spectators but
also by those responsible for
overseeing it. “One of the
Gardai mentioned that it had
been the best shift they’'d
had in a long time,” accord-
ing to the insights shared
by Pastor John Ahern, key
organisator, during a ser-
vice Jennifer attended the
day after the march. “They
said they’d go home feel-
ing fulfilled and happy to

The march for Jesus making its way down O’Connell Street on Saturday. Photos: John McElroy.

&

F
The March for Jesus outside Leinster House on Saturday.
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have covered the event.” The
atmosphere throughout the
march was described as one
of unity, mutual respect, and
spiritual upliftment.

Over 40 churches took
part in the march, represent-
ing a wide range of Christian
denominations, including
the Catholic Church, with
bishops such as Bishop
Phonsie Cullinan of Water-
ford and Lismore encourag-
ing faithful to be part of this
initiative days before the
event took place, “we want

prayer, speeches and song.

to show and shine the light
of Jesus Christ” the bishop
explained, “walking together
side by side for Jesus... Walk-
ing to the Dail Eireann where
so many sad decisions have
been taking over the last few
years, decisions which are
not according to the mind of
God.”

“There was such a strong
spirit of collaboration,” Jen-
nifer said. “No one was there
to take the spotlight. There
were no divisions, no denom-
inations - just one name, one

Nayra Rosales and Irish Paulo at Molesworth St in Dublin where the march culminated with

]

purpose. We came together
for one reason only.”

The event marked a mean-
ingful moment of solidarity
among Ireland’s Christian
communities, as thousands
walked side-by-side in an
expression of shared beliefs
and a desire for spiritual
renewal. “It was an extraor-
dinary day,” Jennifer shared,
“not just for the Church but
for the country. People are
yearning for something
greater, and the march was
a testament to that desire.”
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The March for Jesus outside Leinster House on Saturday.

Charly Charles and Kefuwe Ntsamai. Filip Yanis during the march for Jesus.
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Teacher training and women’s rights
The work of an Irish sister in South Sudan

.

) AT T RN e e, - ERAE
3 l.r.‘-l:ll:-i-l'ﬁl-;ilﬂl o £ 1

Renata Steffens

ender inequality

and women'’s rights

in South Sudan are

still a great issue.
According to UNESCO, the lit-
eracy rate in South Sudan for
women aged 15+ was 28.9%
in 2022, compared to 40.3%
for men. Many charities and
missionaries are working
tirelessly to improve women’s
rights in that country.

Sr Jacinta Prunty, a Holy
Faith Sister of Ireland is one
of those people. She has been
working with teacher train-
ing education since October
2020. Speaking with The Irish
Catholic, St Prunty explained
she went to South Sudan for
four months in 2019, during
a ‘sabbatical leave’ from her
work as head of department
in History at Maynooth Uni-
versity.

Sr Prunty went to the
Solidarity with South Sudan
Teacher Training College
(STTC) as a volunteer for a
semester. “I taught there from
January 1 to the last day of
April 2019. Then I came back
to work at the university. [
loved South Sudan so much
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[that] I resigned from my
university role and went back
full-time on October 1, 2020.”

She just renewed her con-
tract to teach in South Sudan.
The first contract was for
three years and the recently
signed one guarantees she
will be there for another four.
“I think what they like about
us is that we're there to stay,”
the sister explained.

She said she went to meet
the Director General for Edu-
cation when she first arrived
for her ministry, however, “it
took me day, after day, after
day of doorstepping to get to
see him.” Sr Prunty went to
the director’s office every day
for a week.

Training

When he finally decided to
meet with her, the first thing
the director asked was: “Well,
sister, how long are you here
for?” to which she replied,
“I'm here for 10 years, please
God.” The second thing the
director asked were Sr Prunty
qualifications. “I told him I
was already doing head of

S = B, h X o e T e i =]
Solidarity Teacher Training College (STTC) students created puppets in their art class fo
use as teaching aids with younger learners. Photo: Solidarity with South Sudan.

department and lecture and I
got qualifications. ‘Sit down’,
he said [and] we are the best
of friends since ... What they
don't like is this coming and
going.”

The sister explained that
she knew about the dangers
in South Sudan, but she never
felt safer. She “couldn’t face
north, south, east or west. I
didn’'t know what direction I
was walking and I would get
a bit lost.

66 That means
that we are part
of building up the
country on a solid
foundation for
the future. So this
teacher training
will continue”

“There would always be
some of the others that were
laughing, ‘but just ask, they
will know where you're com-
ing from,” and you will be
escorted back to the gate of

©8 We’re not there for our own
power and glory. We’re there for
service and we’re there to leave
it, to set it up in a way that will
continue into the future. And I
think we’re getting there”

a2

/

Sr Jacinta .Prunty in class bn March 1, 2019. Photo: Sr Jacinta Prunty.

the college. [The natives are]
extraordinarily welcoming,
kind, appreciative.

STTC is affiliated with the
University of Juba. “I'm very
proud of this,” Sr Prunty said.
“This took a long time, its
paperwork takes forever. We
were already working with
them, but now we have the
final thing. That means that
we are part of building up the
country on a solid foundation
for the future. So this teacher
training will continue.”

There are three teacher
training colleges in that area,
she explained. STTC, one
supported by the Anglican
Church and another which is
supported by the government
of Norway.

“My job has been to push
this college forward into
third-level structures,” she
explained. “we’re not there
for our own power and glory.
We're there for service and
we're there to leave it, to set
it up in a way that will con-
tinue into the future. And I
think we're getting there.”

Women

The sister explained that
when she arrived at the col-
lege for the first time five
years ago, most of the teach-
ers in training were men. The
college principal Br Chris Soo-
sai arrived just a few months
ahead of Sr Prunty and “he
moved it very strongly to
bringing in more women.
“And even though every-
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66 Equality is not a common
thing in South Sudan “and some
of the boys were so angry about
this, they boycotted and there
was all kind of hassle”

body said it couldn’t be done,
we wouldn't get enough girls,
we'd have to have a special
stream for girls who are much
slower or haven't enough
background, we have proved
that the girls are the match
of the men once they get a
chance.

01 think it's
probably one

of the single
most important
achievements so
far, and there has
been opposition”

“Some of our best students
are women and that'’s very,
very nice. Now we’ve made it
up to the 50/50 of the intake
and we're now going for 60%
girls to 40% men, and to try
and push to get more girls
into primary school teaching.

“Until you get more women
into primary school teaching,
you will not have more girls
registering in school. So the
women are needed to get
more girls attending school.

“I think it’s probably one

of the single most impor-
tant achievements so far, and
there has been opposition.
But I think by holding firm
and saying ‘no, this is the
way it's going to be”” will have
results. These results can be
already seen, as “we had our
first female college [student]
president.”

“Chris organised that one
semester it will be a male
president, the next semester
[it] will be a female president,
the next semester male,” the
sister explained. However,
equality is not a common
thing in South Sudan “and
some of the boys were so
angry about this, they boy-
cotted and there was all kind
of hassle.”

Equality

Mr Soosai held firm and said
“The college is committed to
gender equity. This is the way
we're doing it and if you don’t
like this, nobody’s impris-
oned here. You can go.” Sr
Prunty agreed that it could be
extreme to tell the students to
go, but they were determined
to have equal rights for all
students, independent of
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June 2024. Photo: Sr Jacinta Prunty.

their gender.

“The first girl who was
elected turned out to be the
best president we have ever
had, at least to my knowl-
edge. Superb, tiny little girl,”
the sister said.

66 They quote
Pope Francis and
Church documents,
which gives them
some authority to
argue with the men
who disagree with
gender equality in
the college”

The difference of having a
female president, Sr Prunty
explained, was that the girls
now had a voice. “The girls
started speaking up bet-
ter, more strongly. And we
thought we sorted out a few
important things when we
had a female president,” she
said.

Working with such a focus
on gender equality, one could

consider the sister a feminist.
“What else would I be?” Sr
Prunty commented on her
‘feminist actions’. “I have had
chances.

“My mother and my father
gave us equal chances. My
father worked with cars, I
mean, | was driving trucks
and cars before I joined the
convent. [ was 17 and I was
able to drive a lorry.” “They
didn’t use those words, or
they didn't talk about femi-
nism, but they had a great,
active sense of equality, so
nothing would hold you
back.”

In her personal life and her
career, St Prunty “was person-
ally very lucky, very fortunate
to have some very good men-
tors, men and women who
could really be described as
feminists, but they may never
have used that language
about themselves.”

Sr Prunty explained the
teaching at STTC also includes
“a lot of Catholic Church
teaching.” She said they quote
Pope Francis and Church doc-
uments, which gives them
some authority to argue with

66 Even though women are now
making 50% of the students in the
college, the mentality of the whole
country is more difficult to change. To
guarantee the security of these girls,
thev have two separate programmes

mmunity members (brothers and sisters) celebrate with Sr Prunty her birthday on

the men who disagree with
gender equality in the college.

“We say ‘No, no, this isn’t
Western, this isn’t Europe,
this isn’t Ireland. This is actu-
ally equality, respect. All of
these things are coming from
[the] Catholic Church teach-
ing’, which is powerful, and
it’s very difficult then for
people to quarrel with this or
dispute it.”

Programmes

Even though women are now
making 50% of the students
in the college, the mentality
of the whole country is more
difficult to change. To guar-
antee the security of these
girls, they have two separate
programmes.

The residential learners
are girls aged around 19 to
21, who just left secondary
school. “Because that makes
it safer for young women...it’s
very hard if you have young
girls of 19/20, and then you
have a load of men in their
40s.” In special cases, they
admit older women, in their
mid-twenties.

The other programme is
an in-service, non-residential
course, which “takes a little
bit longer.” The non-residen-
tial programme is thought for
older people, “especially older
men. We put them towards
the in-service.”

“These people are madly
patriotic and these people are
committed to South Sudan,”
Sr Prunty explained. When

L

Blessing of new classrooms in the St Joseph’s Block at the STTC college gn May 3, 2024.

Photo: Sr Jacinta Prunty. Photo: Sr Jacinta Prunty.

3

Celebration of Sr Prunty’s birthday. Photo: Sr Jacinta Pru
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66 A qualified female teacher
carries a lot of status...I think
that’s going to help and that will
inspire little girls too.” The sister
also believes that by having female
teachers in their villages, little girls
feel inspired to attend school”

they graduate most of them
go back to their home villages.
“They are literally going back
to be teachers in very, very
difficult places,” even though
they are not paid to teach in
those villages.

66 The women
have very little
voice, very little
autonomy, very
little. They have
them on paper,
but culturally they
haven’t got many
rights”

“A qualified female teacher
carries a lot of status...I think
that’s going to help and that
will inspire little girls too.”
The sister also believes that
by having female teachers in
their villages, little girls feel
inspired to attend school, as
they make school grounds
safe for females.

“The women have very lit-
tle voice, very little autonomy,
very little. They have them
on paper, but culturally they
haven’t got many rights...But
with the bit of education and
with the status as a teacher,
you can see this improving
very, very much.”

Basics

Something curious Sr Prunty
noticed when visiting one of
these village schools is how
small things, like basic needs,
are improved when having
female teachers in the school.
“I called in and they were mad
keen to show me the toilet.

“It’'s the poorest place in
the world and one of the girls,
Theresa, had organised one
toilet. Perfectly kept, perfectly
clean with the padlock and
she had made [it] a women’s
toilet...She kept the key in her
pocket and it was handed out
to the girls.”

“I was just watching this
and I'm saying to myself,
‘this is what makes girls able
to come to school.’ The rest

nty.

of the place was a disaster,
but this one toilet was for
the women teachers and the
girls...

“This is just what you do
as a woman teacher. And then
you wonder, ‘why are the girls
coming to school?’ Well, just
have a look at the toilet situ-
ation and see if there’s any
females on the staff.”

66 If you come
with a good heart

and you come with
an openness to
learning, you can
still learn. You can
still share. You can
still serve and you,
yourself will be
enriched”

This experience working
in South Sudan “certainly
changed” Sr Prunty “in a lot
of ways”. “I've become more
patient,” she said. “I realised,
[ suppose, the things we have
in common.”

“If you come with a good
heart and you come with an
openness to learning, you
can still learn. You can still
share. You can still serve and
you, yourself will be enriched
massively,” she said. “Even if
you come old as I did. I was
58 when I first came, and then
I was 60 when I came on my
full-time contract.”
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CORK: Ineza Umuhoza Grace, known as the Greta Thunberg of Africa addressed pupils at Mount Mercy College, Cork, outlining some insights on the global climate struggle. Included

is Janet Twomey of Trécaire. Photo: Mike English.
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DONEGAL Members of the ‘Letterkenny Youth Group’ and the ‘Youth 2000 Letterkenny’
Prayer Group, who led the ‘Youth Prayer’ Holy Hour in the St Eunan’s Cathedral, on
October 12.

MAYO: Members of the Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia in Ireland’s Frassati Youth Club
visited Knock on October 13 for the 800th Jubilee for the Dominicans. They joined other
youth groups, went to Mass, confession and bowling.
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Ukrainian artist honours Dominican
school

A Ukrainian teenager created a mural as a symbol of apprecia-
tion for Newbridge College, Co. Kildare. Yeva Muravchuk fled
Ukraine with her mother and has been studying at the school
since 2022. She completed her Leaving Certificate this year
and will study art at the National College of Art and Design.

Talking to the school chaplain, Fr Anthony Kavanagh OP,
while working on her final exam, the teenager said she wanted
to give something back to the school which looked after her for
the past two years. The mural contains the Dominican Crest
and a crucifix in the centre. It also includes lilies representing
Kildare and a sheep representing the Curragh plains.

Ms Muravchuk worked on the mural for over four weeks.
The artwork received great admiration locally and nationally.
It was also appreciated during the Gerard Manley Hopkins
festival.

Keralan religious gather in Kildare to
receive their native bishop

Recently, the Bishop of Kottapuram, Kerala, India, Bishop
Ambrose Puthenveetil visited Ireland and was received by
Keralan Capuchin Franciscan Friars and Keralan priests work-
ing in Ireland.

The bishop was welcomed by a group of 20 Keralan priests
at the Kildare Carmelite Ashram, marking a memorable occa-

sion for all present.

The bishop celebrated the Holy Eucharist with the gath
ered priests and delivered a message on the theme of love
emphasising the importance of compassion, unity and faitl
in our daily lives.

Following the Eucharistic celebration, the bishop joined the
priests to share a meal and a chat. They discussed topics sucl
as religious activities and spiritual growth within Ireland.

“The Bishop’s humility, simplicity, and down-to-eartl
demeanour left a lasting impression on all who had th
privilege of spending time with him,” said the Irish Capuchii
Franciscans on a Facebook post. “Br Angelo Joy said: ‘We ar
truly grateful for Bishop Ambrose’s visit and the inspiratio1
he brought to us.”
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CORK: Ineza Umuhoza Grace from Rwanda with staff
members, Orla Kelleher, Mary Brosnan, Mary Campbell

and Orla Morton, pupils, Roisin Martin, Aoife Cuthbert, Aine

Leahy and Zosia Switaj and Trécaire’s Janet Twomey during

her visit to Mount Mercy College, Cork where she addressed
pupils on the global climate struggle. Photo: Mike English
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WEXFORD: A Mass was held in the Church of the Holy
Trinity on October 13 to celebrate the perpetual profession of
Sr Merciful Love, SSVM. The sister was joined by friends and
other members of her religious family (priests and third-order
members of the Religious Family of the Incarnate Word).

CAVAN: Kingscourt farming family, Barry and Brenda
Reilly with their children following participation in the
recent Harvest Mass of Thanksgiving at The Church of the
Immaculate Conception.

5 g B |
LAOIS: Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin Denis Nulty met
with the Programme Board for the diocese’s Pastoral
Ministry Programme which will be based in Mount Saint
Anne’s Conference and Retreat Centre.

'--""‘-5 - il = - e
AUSTRALIA: John Leonard visited the grave of his cousin
Msgr. William Leonard in Rookwood cemetery, Sydney.
Msgr. Leonard, a native of Limerick, held triple doctorates
in divinity, philosophy and sacred scripture and was
a professor of biblical studies at St Patrick’s College.

DONEGAL: Fr La Flynn, Prior of Lough Derg was the first
guest speaker of the Parish of Buncrana’s Novena in honour
of Pope John Paul |l for a renewal of faith. The first night of
the novena happened in Cockhill on October 27, the Novena
will be happening every Sunday until December 22.
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WATERFORD: Members of the Waterford Branch of the
Knights of St Columbanus, CK 15, pictured with Bishop
Alphonsus Cullinan, right, and Brian Mc Carthy, Supreme
Chancellor of the Knights, left, following a recent investiture
ceremony of four new Knights at the Blessed Edmund Rice
Memorial Chapel, Mount Sion.

CORK

Two days of prayer, praise,
worship and healing
on November 2-3 from
9.30am to 5.30pm at the
Charleville Park Hotel,
Charleville, the key
speaker is Ros Powell.
Confessions, spiritual
accompaniment and

Mass on both days. Free

admission. No booking

is required for the confer-
ence. For more info con-
tact Pat on 0872505528.

DERRY

Women’s laugh and craft
group happens every
Monday from 7.30pm to
9pm in the Kildare room
beside St Brigid’s, Carn-
hill. Classes cost £3.

DONEGAL

Bowling in the Mevagh
Parochial Hall happens
on Thursdays at 8pm.

New members are always :

welcome.

The Parish of Magheralin’s
Remembrance Mass

takes place on November :

10 at 11am in St Patrick
and St Ronan’s Church.
If you wish to have a
loved one remembered
at this Mass, contact
the Parish Office or a
member of the Pastoral
Council before Novem-
ber 3.

DUBLIN

The Redemptoristine Nuns
‘Solemn Novena through
the intercession of our
Mother of Perpetual
Help’ will be led by Fr
Ivel Mendana CSsR
from November 5 to 12.
Masses at 10am and 8
pm. Confession available
after Mass. For more info
contact rednunsweb@
gmail.com or 018305723.

KERRY |

Confessions in preparation
for November, the month
of the Holy Souls, will
be held after the Vigil
and Sunday Masses at
St John’s Parish, Tralee
during the weekend of
November 2-3.

KILDARE

Newbridge Parish’s Cem-
etery Prayers will take
place on Sunday,
November 3 at 3pm in
St Conleth’s Cemetery.
Remembrance candles
can be purchased in the
cemetery on the day.

LEITRIM

¢ Life in the Spirit Seminars

: happens at St Brigid’s
Church, Drumcong, N41
CK74 at 8pm. The event
started on October 10 and
happens every Thursday
until November 21. Every
talk counts with a different
special guest. All wel-
come.

4 LIMERICK

- St Martin Triduum from

: November 1 to 3 at St
Saviour’s Dominican
Church. Each day has
Mass at 1pm, confes-
sions, adoration, rosary,
blessing with relic, etc.
Triduum preached by Fr
Philip Neri Reese OP. For
more information contact
0852255796.

1 TYRONE

. Rosary prayer every Tues-

i day at 12.15pm followed
by Mass at 12.30pm at St
Patrick’s Church, Gortin.
Adoration happens from
1pm to 5pm on the same
day.

: All Saints Party on Novem-
i ber 2 with Mass in St
Mary’s Chapel, Killy-
clogher at 12pm followed
by party in the parish
hall. Come dressed as
your favourite saint! Light
lunch and refreshments
provided. Donations on
the day. To book contact
0851471516 or catholic-
mothers@outlook.ie.

WATERFORD

: St Joseph, St Benildus and

: St Mary’s Parish’s coffee
morning happens every
Wednesday at 11am
after 10.30 Mass in the
parish centre. Everyone
welcome and no booking
is required.

WEXFORD

All Souls’ Day Mass in St

: Michael’s Church, Gorey
will take place on Novem-
ber 2 at 6.30pm followed
by a candlelight service in
St Michael’s Cemetery.

: Wexford Parish Archive talk
on Friday, November 1
at 7pm in the pastoral
centre, beside St Michael’s
Church. With the theme
‘The history of the six reli-

:  gious orders who lived and

: worked in Gorey Parish

: between 1843 and 2022.’

* The Parish of Rathdrum’s
Annual Remembrance
Mass will take place in
Rathdrum Church on
November 16 at 6pm.
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St Bernadette’s visit encourages
thousands to ‘believe beyon miracles’

Renata Milan Morales

he veneration of St

Bernadette’s relics

in Ireland has seen

thousands of the
faithful gather, moved by the
life of the young saint who
once saw the Virgin Mary in
Lourdes. This week with stops
in Christ the King Cathedral in
Mullingar, Oblate Church of
Mary Immaculate in Inchic-
ore, Dublin, Adam and Eve’s,
Dublin, Kilmore and Cork and
Ross.

Approximately 4000 peo-
ple descended to the Oblates
Church of Mary Immaculate,
Inchicore, Dublin, and thou-
sands of faithful venerated
St Bernadette’s relics in the
Cathedral of Christ the King,
Mullingar.

In his homily for Mass
with Anointing of the Sick
during the visit of the Relics
of St Bernadette in Mullingars

Cathedral, Bishop Tom Deeni-
han of Meath encouraged the
faithful to believe beyond
miracles.

66 If anyone
wants to be a

follower of mine,
he must take up his
Cross and follow
me.’ Faith, he

said, ‘promises no
primrose path’”

“We look for miracles,
signs, anything, any heavenly
thread to grab onto,” he said,
acknowledging the desire
for proof. “We don’t always
get it, or at least in any dra-
matic fashion.” Bishop Deeni-
han noted that true faith is
founded on a quiet, persis-
tent belief. He observed that
even those closest to God’s

mystery often struggled.
The apostles saw miracles,
yet most met violent deaths.
And Peter, the rock of the
Church, denied Christ. The
bishop reminded his listen-
ers of Christ’s words, “If any-
one wants to be a follower
of mine, he must take up his
Cross and follow me.” Faith,
he said, “promises no prim-
rose path.”

Bishop Deenihan’s
explained that, though St
Berndate received power-
ful visions, they did not free
her from difficulties. Her life
was marked by rejection and
suffering. “Would Bernadette
have been better off if Mary
had not appeared to her at
all?” the bishop asked.

The bishop described Our
Lady as a “courageous young
lady who surrendered her-
self to the will of God. ‘Be
it done unto me according
to thy word.” Was not that
the supreme act of faith?”

Fr Phil Gaffney incensing St Bernadette rellc in Mullingars Cathedral Photo: Cathedral of
Christ the King.

Girls from the Children Rosary pictured under Lourdes Grotto replica in the Oblates
Church of Mary Immaculate, Inchicore, Dublin. Photo: Rebecca Roughneen

Bishop Deenihan invited his
audience to consider what it
means to surrender entirely.
The bishop reminded the
faithful that Faith is not a

b

“magic wand” to erase life’s
struggles but a source of resil-
ience that sustains through
them. Through “the interces-
sion of Mary and Bernadette,”

he prayed, “may we all have
the faith to see the hand of
God at work in our lives, even
when it works silently and
undramatically.”

Oblate Youth Service Members pictured with parishioners in Inchicore, Dublin. Photo:
Rebecca Roughneen.

Processmn for Mass during St Bernadette’s relics visit to Mullingars Cathedral Photo

Cathedral of Christ the King.
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This Christmas, readers of The Irish Catholic can enjoy half
price title from Columba Books and Currach Books!

How to Defend the Faith Without Raising
Your Voice Michael Kelly & Austen Ivereigh

MICHAEL KELLY
AUSTEN IVEREIGH

Answering some of
the most common
criticisms of the
church, this book

aims to help people
understand why the
Church teaches what it
does and defend it in a
calm and rational way.

€14:99 €7.49

Gospel Reflections and Prayers
Silvester O’ Flynn

Gospel

{ ‘
= Reflections

- and Prayers

3

This book offers two
short reflections on
the daily gospels.
These simple and clear
reflections would take
two minutes at most
and a preacher might
use either one or both.

€19:99 €9.99

A Pilgrimage Guide to the Holy Land

Michael Kelly

A FILCIHIMATIE SUIDE 10

The Holy Land

[fageazod B easass

In this unique
guidebook, Michael
Kelly takes readers to

'. the sites associated
- with the earthly life of

Christ from Bethlehem
to Nazareth and the
Sea of Galilee to
Jerusalem.

¥ €19.99€9.99

The 17 Irish Martyrs
Mary McAleese

— The
17 IRISH
MARTYRS

B, MARYMCALEESE

S

An historical account
detailing the inspiring
stories of the 17 Irish
martyrs beatified by
Pope John Paul Il

and what made their
causes for martyrdom

. stand apart from

" others.

Journeys of Faith
Louise Nugent

' A complete guide to

the world of pilgrimage
in medieval Ireland,
this book brings the
reader on a tour of
how Christianity was
celebrated in medieval

- times.

€26:99 €13.49

Crimson & Gold
Mark Patrick Hederman

MARK PATHRHCE

HEDERMAN

A Benedictine Monk
of Glenstal Abbey, Fr
Hederman continues
to explore how we as
Irish Roman Catholics
can hone in on the
most precious aspects
of our faith and cancel
the surrounding noise.

€19-99 €9.99

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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Vicka Her Story
Finbar O’Leary

This is the fullest
account given by

the eldest visionary
Vicka of her story
and experiences with
Our Lady. Here, Vicka
relays many of the
Messages which the
‘Queen of Peace’ has

Horizons of Hope
Daniel O’Leary

This book is an
invitation from the
author to open our
hearts and minds

to a loving God. A
celebration of Daniel
O'Leary’s unrelenting

. conviction that life

itself is God’s love

Setting God Free in Minds and Hearts
Paul Robbins

An eye-opening read,
the call for reform and
a conversion to the
true mandate of God
will ring true as Paul
Robbins takes us on a
journey of clarity and
understanding.

€14:99 €7.49

given to her. eternally unfolding
IR hecfore us.
€9.99 €4.99 VAN OV EARY: FALIE- R ORR IR
DINIBRRIESIE 40 99 €9 99 \UL ROBBINS
The Birth of Jesus the Jew Holistic Healing Sending Positive Vibes
Peter Keenan Fr Pat Collins Fr Bryan Shortall

g T

The Birth of Jesus

the Jew is a short
introduction to how
the Jewish literary
genre of ‘Midrash’ has
shaped the infancy
stories in the two

2 3

Healing is one of the

. most beautiful gifts in

God's treasure chest
of blessing. This timely
book describes how
the gift of healing has
been rediscovered in

Fr Bryan's memories
and reflections are
interspersed with
prayers, stories of
Saints, and gives a
rare insight into the
lives of the priests and

The Birth of canonical Gospels A3 recent years and sheds religious who work so
] esus the ] e and Ifome apocryphal HOLISTIC light on ;T; thEeraﬁeu.tl;cc tirelessly about us.
= 5 works. =8 power of the Eucharist.
HEALING €12.99 €6.49
€14.99 €7.49 L €16.99 €8.49
Par CorLrixs oM
The Way We Were Living the Mystery Voices From the Desert
Mary Kenny Mark Patrick Hederman Hugh MacMahon
Mary Kenny’s Life is a mystery Whats the Desert

A

The way we were

approach is a balanced
and measured
recollection of the
Ireland of our times

- and of times past,
since the foundation
of the Irish state a
hundred years ago.

- €19:99€9.99

beyond the
comprehension of our
normal understanding.
A Benedictine monk
explains how to
engage with this
mystery and bring

a new sense of the
sacred into it.

€19:99 €9.99

Fathers had to say
about Christiantiy in

384 ADis as relevant

now as it has been
over the ages. Readers
looking for a fresh
understanding of the
Skelligs' legacy will
appreciate this book.

€14:99 €7.49

You will find the order form on the last page of the Christmas Gift Guide

Please remember to add €5 P&P
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don’t forget to select Address
the quantity of them. ___Journeys of Faith - €13.49
__Living the Mystery « €9.99
FILL IN THE FORM ___ Horizons of Hope « €9.99
with your personal g : Phone
Q detaifs and method ___ Holistic Healing « €8.49 Email
t.
O paymen ___ Setting God Free in Minds and
Hearts « €7.49
___Crimson & Gold + €9.99 PAYMENT METHOD
CUT THE FORM
’ insert it into an ___The 17 Irish Martyrs « €8.49 O Pay by cheque/postal order
envelope and post
4 it to us. ___Voices From the Desert « €7.49 Total amount €
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_ Pope Francis ’ Card number
Nizkieisie st in Ireland ___ A Ppilgrimage Guide to the Holy Expiry date / CVV

A beautiful

Land - €9.99

commemorative

souvenir book
following Pope
Francis’ 2018 visit
to Ireland.

__ The Way We Were * €9.99

___Gospel Reflections and Prayers

* €4.99

O Include my free gift copy of Pope Francis in
Ireland with my order

Gift copy is only available for orders of 2 books or more
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of a Synodal Church '

TO THE PROPH pENELOPE MIDDELBCE
“Synodality is what the Lord expects from the Church
of the third millennium” - Pope Francis
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Continuing our mission to raise awareness on synodality, The
Synodal Times will be back after the summer with exclusive
interviews and in-depth discussions of all things Synod. After
covering the second Synod of the Bishops on Synodality in
Rome in October, we will shift focus on the Irish Church and
it’s preparation for the Synodal Assemblies in 2026.

Your support is essential for
us to continue our work

Contact: 01 6874028 | editor@synodaltimes.com | www.thesynodaltimes.substack.com
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No going back says Irish
Synod Expert and T heologian

Staff Reporter

ope Francis’ decision not
to issue a Post-Synodal
Exhortation, which

has been criticised by

some, but instead to expressly
approve the Final Document of
Synod 2021-2024 represents

a major shift in the empower-
ment of lay people in the Church

accordingly to theologian Fr
Eamonn Conway, who was one
of the experts at both Synods.
“For the first time, certainly
since Vatican II, lay people have
formally co-drafted a document
that “participates in the ordinary
Magisterium of the Successor of
Peter” (Episcopalis communio 18
#2). These are guiding princi-
ples indicating a course of action
the Pope believes should be

taken” he said.

Dr Conway added: “The Synod
is a Synod of Bishops, but this
time lay people, 41 in all, had
the same speaking and voting
rights as bishops. They were pre-
sent as “witnesses to synodal-
ity” drawn from seven different
regions worldwide, along with
some priests and religious. In
the past, non-bishops, lay people
among them, have assisted in

the formulation of Church teach-
ing and may well have written
parts of them behind the scenes.
This time, however, lay people,
as baptised faithful, have for-
mally and equally participated in
writing a magisterial document.
The significance of this is not to
be downplayed.”

“Also, to counteract magiste-
rial self-protectionism, the Final
Document mandates that sys-

Wl

tems for transparency, account-
ability and evaluation are to be
implemented at all levels; again,
a major shift, long overdue.

It is true that the Synod did
not deliver everything that
some people wished for. It was
a synod on synodality, and in
this regard it delivered what it
set out to do. Synodality is now
a constitutive dimension of the
Church. There’s no going back.”

NEXT WEEK: THE SYNODAL TIMES SPEAKS TO DONATA HORAK, A PROFESSOR OF CANON LAW AT THE ALBERONI THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
IN PIACENZA, AFFILIATED WITH THE PONTIFICAL ANGELICUM UNIVERSITY AND ONE OF THE WOMEN WHO ATTENDED C9 MEETINGS. HORAK

WAS THE ONLY EXTERNAL MEMBER TO GIVE A TALK AT A SESSION OF THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY. SHE REFLECTS ON THE ISSUE OF WOMEN
DEACONS AT THE SYNOD AND WHY THE POPE HAS NOT CLOSED THE DISCUSSION.
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A view from Rome:

Pope Francis delivers his homily during the

closing Mass of the Synod of Bishops on
synodality in St Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
October 27, 2024. Photo: CNS/Lola Gomez

Eoin
McCormack in
a conversation
with Theological
expert to

the Synod

Fr Eamonn

Conway

s the second and

final session of

the Synod came to

close on Sunday
with a Mass presided over
by Pope Francis in St Peter’s
Basilica, he reflected in his
homily on what he described
as “the urgency of evange-
lisation...[We need] not a
static Church, but a mission-
ary Church that walks with
her Lord through the streets
of the world.” In one sense,
for anyone that’s visited
Rome over the past month,

66 Synodality is first and foremost
trying to listen to that experience

and discover best how the Church
communicates the unchanging mystery
of God’s presence and love in the world;
to make that love real and tangible”

the Synodal process has been
a lived demonstration of a
Church that “walks through
the streets” as the wide range
of delegates and bishops
from all over the world can
be seen coming and going
from their 10-hour long days
in the Vatican. One cannot
help but draw parallels to
similar images from Vatican
I, and appropriately so. As
the storm begins to calm and
the excitement comes to an
end, [ had the opportunity
to reflect with theological
expert Prof. Eamonn Conway
on the methodology of the
Synod which he describes
as a turning point for the
Church to which - like a ship
on a definite course - there
is no going back. This image
he describes, however, is not
a ‘turning away’ from tradi-
tion, but rather as a ‘turning
toward’ the truth and pur-
pose of Vatican II's mission;
to embody a Church where
all the baptised are fully

conscious and active partici-
pants on the Christian path.
But what does this practically
mean for both the universal
Church and at the Church at
home particularly as the Irish
Church embarks on a synodal
process of its own. I reflect on
these issues and more in con-
versation with Fr Eamonn.

After being involved in

this process over the past
18-months, do you think
this method of ‘Synodal
gathering’ will be the model
for future decision making
in the Church at all levels?

I do. And I think it is the logi-
cal outcome of the teaching
of Vatican II. The Second
Vatican Council’s document
on Divine Revelation (Dei
verbum), tells us that “out
of the abundance of His love,
God speaks to us as friends.”
So, rightly we look to scrip-
ture, liturgy and the sacra-
ments to experience God,
but what Vatican II also said
is that the ordinary everyday

The Ship has sailed - No turning back for a S

L

lived experience of your life
and mine, in all it’s joys and
sorrows is also a privileged
place in which God’s pres-
ence is manifest. Synodality
is first and foremost trying to
listen to that experience and
discover best how the Church
communicates the unchang-
ing mystery of God’s pres-
ence and love in the world;
to make that love real and
tangible in the ordinariness
of people’s lives. To do this,
therefore, we need to under-
stand what is going on in
people’s lives.

Having said all that, what
do you say to those who
say that the Synod is

an abuse of the ‘sensus
fidei (sense of the faith)?
That rather than, let’s say,
focusing on the truths of
Church teaching, the Synod
risks over-emphasising the
necessity of consultation.
That it could consult the
unqualified at the risk of
loosing clarity, potentially
allowing ‘democratic’
opinion to dominate?

There’s a number of things
to say on this. First of all we
have to understand that the
Sensus Fidei is not an insight
you have by virtue of your
education or scholarship or
theological expertise, but

e
5

nodal _Church
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rather by the fact that you are
doing your best to respond
to the experience of God in
your life - however fragile
that experience might be -
that you recognise the love
of the Lord for you and you
want to respond to that love.
That is a kind of a knowledge
- a sensus - an intuition of
the faith. The true ‘experts’
in the Church will always be
those who know themselves
to be loved by Christ and
therefore seek to love oth-
ers in his name. If you live
your faith within the Church
community, practice the sac-
raments and so on, the gift of
being able to appreciate the
Church’s faith you received
at baptism remains vibrant.
What synodality is saying is
that those who have this gift
of appreciation or insight
into the Church’s faith must
be listened to and their
insights taken into account
when decisions are being

made in the Church. It is say-
ing that people who have this
have a right to be heard.

The ‘Sensus fidei’ is nur-
tured though the practice of
one’s faith, through prayer,
though celebrating the sacra-
ments, through living this life
of discipleship. It’s not simply
to be identified with expres-
sions of opinions on how the
Church should change. It’s
certainly not to be identi-
fied with the views of people
who say, ‘I think might join
the Church or practice my
faith if they change XYZ'. It’s
not that.

This question has arisen is
because at the outset of the
Synodal process, everyone
was invited - including those
who for many understand-
able reasons feel distant from
the Church, who've been hurt
or wounded by it, to have
their say. What emerged in
that listening process is very
important and must also be

66 What synodality is saying is that
those who have this gift of appreciation
or insight into the Church’s faith must be
listened to and their insights taken into
account when decisions are being made
in the Church. It is saying that people
who have this have a right to be heard”
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listened to but it isn’t simply
to be conflated with ‘listen-
ing to the sensus fider’. That
wider consultative process
was needed because listen-
ing is the first step towards
healing so many need and
deserve.

With this in mind for the
Irish context, looking
forward to 2026 when we
have our national synod,
how do learn from this?
Practically speaking how
do we consult and who do
we consult?

I think we’re in an interesting
and fortunate situation now
because at the fruits of World
Synod can be brought to bear
upon the Irish Synodal Path-
way that is now in the pre-
paratory stage. The Synod’s
Final Document published
last Saturday, states that
“participatory bodies repre-
sent one of the most promis-

ing areas in which to act for
rapid implementation of the
synodal guidelines, bringing
about perceptible changes
speedily.” By participatory
bodies it means, among
others, Parish and Diocesan
Pastoral Councils and it goes
on to say that these are now
mandatory. They are called
“participatory” because they
are means by which lay peo-
ple formally participate in
decision-making in their
parishes and dioceses. How
their role and that of priests
and bishops collaborate is
carefully detailed in the
Document. In many places
these bodies are already up
and running, in which case
their effectiveness could be
reviewed; there’s a lot in
the Document on the impor-
tance of evaluating. Where
not present, these bodies
need to be introduced. They
are meant to have people on

66 Where not present, these bodies need
to be introduced. They are meant to have
people on them who represent parish

and community life broadly and who will
practice what Pope Francis gave us as the
two key characteristics of discernment:
Deep listening, both to the Gospel and to
one another, and courageous speaking”

them who represent parish
and community life broadly
and who will practice what
Pope Francis gave us as the
two key characteristics of
discernment: Deep listening,
both to the Gospel and to
one another, and courageous
speaking. The effective func-
tioning of these bodies will
be both a fruit of the Irish
Synodal Pathway - because
so much training and effort
has gone into (re-) estab-
lishing them already - and
be important in shaping the
Synodal Pathway.

One of the things to con-
sider here is the status of
the proposed gatherings in
the Irish Church. In the past
we've had a lot of assemblies
that haven’'t had anything
binding coming out of them
and it will be a measure of
how seriously we're tak-
ing synodality that we are
prepared to trust a process
to produce decisions that
we are willing to be bound
by. It would be important,
in discerning what kind of
assembly or assemblies of
the Church in Ireland, to be
guided by the contents of the
Final Document.

Moving away from the
process of synodality and
reflecting on the outcomes

'

Pope Francis celebratesghe closing Mass
for the SynodFof Bishop$ on synodality in

St.Peter's

-
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66 The priest is the one who enables
a variety of services - some of which
will be formalised as ministries, not all
- but creating an order that can be at
the disposal of community as a whole.
Baptism is the primary commissioning
for service in the Church”

of the Synod that has

just taken place here in
Rome, what are the main
outcomes or take-aways
for the ordinary Catholic
should know about

now that Pope Francis

has published the Final
Document?

“The first thing is that,
exercising a new provision
in regards to Synods, as
Pope Francis has expressly
approved the Final Docu-
ment “participates in the
ordinary Magisterium of the
Successor of Peter”. As this
is a new procedure, we have
yet to understand it fully but
in any case it means that the
content have to be taken very
seriously indeed. Among
other things this means that
those in authority now have
an obligation to create pro-
cesses whereby the laity can
be heard. The second thing is
that being a Christian, being
baptised, is no longer to be

understood as a like a ‘mem-
bership card’, or something
that is meant to be lived
passively, it’s meant to be
lived actively, we're meant
to actually see that as a way
of bringing gifts at the ser-
vice of Church and hopefully
avail of the opportunities to
engage in the new ministries
that will be created in the
life of the Church. The idea
of clergy ‘providing’ for the
laity - that’s no longer part of
the Catholic Church and see-
ing lay people working in the
parish as ‘father’s helpers’ is
no longer and shouldn’t be
part of the Catholic Church.
The priest is the one who
enables a variety of services
- some of which will be for-
malised as ministries, not all
- but creating an order that
can be at the disposal of com-
munity as a whole. Baptism
is the primary commission-
ing for service in the Church.

We're also going to have to

asilica at the Vatican October
27, 2024. Photo: CNS/Lola Gomez

form people properly. We're
going to have to look at the
whole Catholic education
system. My own view is that
we can probably only sustain
only about 1/3 of the schools
we now have, but we need
the right and the freedom
to operate a curriculum in
accordance with the Catho-
lic faith. We need the right
to train and prepare teachers
to work in those schools and
to have the proper govern-
ance structures. There are
many other countries where
faith based education is part
of the publicly funded educa-
tion system - and that could
continue to be the case in Ire-
land. Frankly my own view is
that we do not divest prop-
erty owned by the Catholic
Church without reaching
some arrangement that the
schools that remain Catholic
are resourced properly. We
need to make the necessary
changes to Catholic educa-
tion provision in order to
remain faithful to the mission
of the Church. Not change for
its own sake but changes to
be faithful.

@ Interview conducted by
Eoin McCormack
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In the end, Pope Francis steered
his synod toward a soft landing

John L. Allen Jr.

rom the beginning,

one of the most per-

sistent charges against

Pope Francis’ Synod of
Bishops on Synodality, which
got underway in 2021 and
wrapped up last night in Rome,
is that the deck was stacked
with progressive voices, creat-
ing an unrepresentative sense
of the totality of global Catholic
opinion.

To cite a classic for-instance,
critics have noted that plenty
of advocates of women clergy
and LGBTQ+ outreach were
included among the official
delegates, but no devotees
of the traditional Latin Mass
and few prominent pro-lifers.
(Notably, the word “abortion”
never appears in the 51-page
concluding document.)

A superficial look at the vot-
ing on the concluding docu-
ment, adopted Saturday night,
could support an impression
of false conformity. Most of its
155 paragraphs were adopted
by an overwhelming majority
of the 355 participants cast-
ing votes, with a typical result
being 352-3 or 350-5.

Women

The lone case in which the
“yes” vote dropped below 300
was for paragraph 60, which
deals with women deacons,
but even the 97 contrary votes
it drew do not necessarily rep-
resent a register of conservative
dissent.

Consider the wording: “The
question of women’s access
to diaconal ministry remains
open. This discernment needs
to continue.” That might have
displeased a conservative who
would prefer a straightforward

no,” but it equally might have
irritated a liberal frustrated

with all the talk who believes
the time has come to pull the
trigger.

The left-leaning ethos of the
synod was perhaps most clear
on Oct. 24, when Argentine
Cardinal Victor Manuel Fer-
nandez, prefect of the Vatican’s
Dicastery of the Faith, held an
open meeting with roughly 100
participants to discuss the role
of women, including an earlier
statement by Fernandez that
“there is still no room for a posi-
tive decision” on the diaconate.

66 He was forced
to spend most of
the hour and a
half discussion
last Thursday
convincing synod
insurgents that
he’s progressive
enough”

To be clear, Fernandez is
hardly anyone’s idea of a tra-
ditionalist. He was the ghost
writer of 2016’s Amoris Laeti-
tia, opening a cautious door to
communion for divorced and
civilly remarried Catholics, and
the official drafter of Fiducia
Supplicans, the December 2023
text authorizing blessings of
persons in same-sex relation-
ships.

Yet he was forced to spend

most of the hour and a half dis-
cussion last Thursday convinc-
ing synod insurgents that he’s
progressive enough.

(We know the contents of
this discussion because the
Vatican released an audio
recording of it, despite a gen-
eral information blackout on
internal synod discussions.)
Criticism
During the discussion, Fernan-
dez took a total of 12 questions,
almost all of which, to one
degree or another, were critical.

One questioner, for instance,
asked why of the ten study
groups established by Pope
Francis to ponder sensitive
matters raised by the synod,
the group dealing with minis-
try, including female deacons,
is the only one entrusted to a
Vatican department, suggest-
ing it's not a terribly “synodal”
arrangement.

Another mockingly asked
about repeated claims that
conditions are not “mature” for
resolving the issue of women
deacons. With fruit, he said, one
determines maturity by look-
ing at color, aroma and texture.
What, he asked, are the indica-
tors for the church? Without
such clear criteria, he warned,
“We could be doing this for
the rest of our lives.” (That line
drew one of just three rounds
of applause during the session.)

Another questioner noted

that a 1997 study by the Inter-
national Theological Commis-
sion which was favorable to
the idea of women deacons
was never published, and said
“there are suspicions some-

thing similar”

66 ‘’m not
famous in the
church for being
stuck in the Middle
Ages,’ he insisted
at the end. ‘You
can relax, knowing
I’ve got an open
heart for seeing
where the Holy
Spirit takes us’”’

is happening

The final questioner pointed
to Pope Francis's recent deci-
sions to open the ministries of
acolyte, lector and catechist to
women, saying that when he
started out in the church dec-
ades ago, his local community
already had women playing
those roles. How long, he won-
dered, will we have to wait for
the pope and the Vatican to rec-
ognize that once again, they’re
fifty years late?

Throughout, Fernandez
often seemed a bit on the
defensive, trying to assure eve-
ryone he’s not the stereotypical

Vatican official of years past.
“I'm not famous in the
church for being stuck in the
Middle Ages,” he insisted at the
end. “You can relax, knowing
I've got an open heart for seeing
where the Holy Spirit takes us.”

Mediation

Given all that, the real ques-
tion about the 2024 synod
may how such a seemingly
skewed assembly nevertheless
produced a basically cautious
and non-revolutionary result.
Examining the final document,
on most points it seems to bend
over backwards to strike a bal-
ance between innovation and
continuity, and never actually
endorses radical change on any
front. In effect, the earthquake
many expected three years
ago turned out to be a minor
tremor.

One explanation may be
that the more conservative
minority in the synod punched
above its weight, another a
general fatigue among partici-
pants with the arguments that
erupted last time and a desire
to end on a pacific note. Mostly,
however, one has to say it was
Pope Francis who steered the
synod toward this soft landing,
taking most of the hot-button
issues off the table and send-
ing signals that he wanted the
focus to be on the journey, not
the destination.

Francis also announced

Saturday night that unlike in
past synods, this time there
will be no apostolic exhorta-
tion to draw conclusions - the
final document will stand on its
own as the closing act. In this
way, Francis has short-circuited
the possibility that activists
disappointed with the lack of
breakthroughs from the synod
might hope to get them from
the pope.

66 Perhaps the
pontiff didn’t
want the jubilee
year in 2025 to

be overshadowed
by narratives of a
Catholic civil war”

As to why the pontiff chose
this path, a variety of explana-
tions are possible. Perhaps the
example of the German syn-
odal way, with its seemingly
real risk of schism, provided
a cautionary tale; perhaps the
pontiff didn’t want the jubilee
year in 2025 to be overshad-
owed by narratives of a Catholic
civil war.

Whatever the reason, Fran-
cis has engineered a denoue-
ment to his synod that may not
stir anyone’s imagination, but
neither will it create many new
fault lines. To put the point dif-
ferently, the conservative wing
of the church may not have
been well represented in the
synod hall, but it did seem to
be present in the calculations
of the synod’s founding father.

So, is the outcome of the
synod a letdown - a case of
going out with a whimper
rather than a bang?

Perhaps, although there is
another perspective to con-
sider. In a deeply divided and
polarized age, the fact the Cath-
olic church could stage such a
massive consultative exercise
and still somehow manage to
hold everyone together at the
end, even if no one’s fully sat-
isfied, has to rate as a minor
miracle - and, come to think of
it, maybe not so minor after all.

sked for a com-
ment on the Synod
Report, former
Irish President Dr
Mary McAleese told The
Synodal Times that “The
final Synod report is one
big wordy yawn signifying
absolutely nothing, so much
nothing it is not worth the
Pope’s while to issue a post

synodal exhortation. Noth-
ing to see here, folks. Not
one single thing has shifted
even marginally. There is
nothing in the report that
could not have been written
in a half day by DDF before
the synodal circus started.
The Magisterial Church is
now on course to bore the
faithful to death peddling

this awful trite protectionist
waffle every word designed
to avoid acknowledging the
full God ordained equality of
all Church members.”

Dr McAleese said the out-
come reminded her of an
Irish diocesan synod held
a few years ago: “The out-
come reminds me of a recent
two year diocesan synod in

Ireland the main recom-
mendation of which was
that there should be a cup
of tea after mass. It has more
merit than the final report
of the Synod on Synodality.”
She added: “Anyone who
thinks this will energise
the faithful to new levels of
ecclesial engagement and
commitment is deluded.

McAleese says final Synod report ‘one big wordy yawn’

Only a Church committed to
equality can do that and the
Catholic Church is manifestly
not yet that. Will it ever be?
Can we be bothered to wait
and see? I hear a resounding

no” forming in the hearts
and minds of all those who
believe in a liberating God
and not a self-protecting
Magisterium”
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Murdered priest in Mexico remembered
as ‘tireless apostle of peace’

Fr Marcelo Pérez, a priest of
the Diocese of San Cristébal
de las Casas in the Mexi-
can state of Chiapas, died
on October 20, killed by two
men who shot him after he
had celebrated Mass. His dio-
cese now remembers him as
a “tireless apostle of peace”.

According to informa-
tion provided by the diocese
through a statement shared
on October 21, Fr Pérez was
born on January 17, 1974, in
San Andrés Larrainzar in Chi-
apas state.

From a young age he felt
the call to the priesthood
and entered the Our Lady of
Guadalupe seminary in 1990
in the Archdiocese of Tuxtla
Gutierrez. He was ordained a
priest on April 6, 2002.

During his ministry, Pérez
worked in various parishes. In
his last two years, he served
as pastor of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Parish in San Crist6bal
de las Casas.

His pastoral work included
tasks such as coordinator
of the Social Ministry of the
Province of Chiapas. Accord-
ing to the Diocese of San Cris-
tébal de las Casas: “His life
was spent in search of justice
and peace, especially in Simo-
jovel, Pantelho, and San Cris-
tébal de las Casas”.

The diocesan statement

Fr Marcelo Pérez shows a monstrance to a resident of Simojovel, in Mexico’s Chiapas
state, June 13, 2020. Photo: OSV News/courtesy David Agren

noted that this commitment
earned him consequences.
"All this service he performed
led him to suffer a long period
of threats, persecution, har-
assment, slander, defama-
tion, even an unfounded
arrest warrant, which put his
personal safety at risk, to the
point of his life being taken.”

One of the most diffi-
cult moments of his minis-
try occurred in 2021 when
21 young people were kid-
napped by the self-defence
group “El Machete” with
whom Pérez was said to have

ties. According to local media,
the attorney general’s office
of the state of Chiapas issued
an arrest warrant for him, but
it was never carried out.

The Mexican Bishops’ Con-
ference lamented in a state-
ment the “brutal murder” of
the priest, noting that this act
“not only deprives the com-
munity of a dedicated pastor
but also silences a prophetic
voice that tirelessly fought for
peace with truth and justice
in the Chiapas region”.

The Diocese of San Cris-
tobal de las Casas also issued

a statement in which it
demanded that the three
levels of government “com-
pletely halt the violence”
affecting Chiapas, describing
it as the result of “impunity,
complicity, and corruption”.

The diocese reiterated its
demand for the “immediate
disarmament and disman-
tling of crime gangs” operat-
ing in the region. It also called
for the murder of Fr Pérez to
be solved and for “justice be
done until those truly respon-
sible are found”.

Catholics in US pray amid
planned ‘Satanic black mass’

Catholics in Atlanta fervently prayed and
made reparation ahead of and during a
recently held “black mass”, a sacrilegious
event that occurred on October 25 by the
so-called Satanic Temple.

Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer of
Atlanta urged all Catholics to counter
the Satanic Temple’s “attack on the faith”
through prayers of reparation and pen-
ance, calling the event “a blasphemous and
obscene inversion of the Catholic Mass”.

The Satanic Temple, which, accord-
ing to its website, denies the existence of
God and Satan, is a political activist group

known for protesting religious symbolism
in public spaces and mocking Christianity
by offering “unbaptism” and hosting “black
masses”.

A direct mockery of the Catholic Mass,
a so-called “black mass” sometimes entails
the desecration of the Eucharist, stolen
from a Catholic church. The Satanic Temple
website briefly describes the “black mass”
as “a celebration of blasphemy, which can
be an expression of personal liberty and
freedom”.

The Atlanta Satanic Temple sold tickets
to the “mass”, which was held at a perfor-

mance venue in the city.

Bishop Hartmayer reiterated that Catho-
lics must respond to “this attack to our faith
through prayer, penance, and prayers of
reparation”. He said that he had asked each
Atlanta parish to conduct a Eucharistic Holy
Hour with Benediction to honour the real
presence of Christ in the Eucharist on the
same day of the “black mass”.

“Using a consecrated host they claim
they obtained illicitly from a Catholic
church and desecrating it in the vilest ways
imaginable, the practitioners offer it in sac-
rifice to Satan,” the archbishop said.

Vatican-China bishop deal renewed for four more years

The Vatican announced last
week that it has renewed its
agreement with China on
the appointment of Catho-
lic bishops for an additional
four years.

The renewal comes days
after areport from the Hud-
son Institute detailed how

seven Catholic bishops in
China have been detained
without due process, while
other bishops have expe-
rienced intense pressure,
surveillance, and police
investigations since the
Sino-Vatican agreement
was initially signed six

years ago.
With the extension, the
Sino-Vatican agreement
will now remain in effect
until October 22, 2028.
The English translation
of the official statement
from the Holy See said that
“the Vatican party remains

dedicated to furthering the
respectful and constructive
dialogue with the Chinese
party, in view of the fur-
ther development of bilat-
eral relations for the benefit
of the Catholic Church in
China and the Chinese peo-
ple as a whole”.

Hl IN BRIEF I

Indonesian bishop declines
cardinal appointment to ‘grow in
priestly life’

® The Vatican announced last week that Pope Francis had
accepted the request of Indonesian Bishop Paskalis Bruno Syukur,
OFM, not to be made a cardinal in a December consistory as had
been previously announced.

The bishop’s request “was motivated by his desire to continue
growing in priestly life and in service to the Church and the people
of God”, a brief message from the Holy See Press Office said.

At the beginning of October, Pope Francis announced he would
create 21 new cardinals, including Syukur, at a consistory to be
held December 7.

Father of liberation theology
dead at 96

Fr Gustavo Gutiérrez was a pioneer of liberation theology, a
movement advocating for social justice and the liberation of the
poor. He died on October 22 at the age of 96.

Emerging in the 1960s as a response to massive social
inequalities in Latin America, liberation theology emphasised
that the Christian faith must tackle social issues of poverty and
exclusion in order to remain credible.

Fr Gutiérrez’s 1971 book A Theology of Liberation was
foundational to this movement and has deeply shaped theological
thought in Latin America and beyond.

Church in Venezuela demands
release of minors jailed in
election protests

@ At the conclusion of
the 45th Extraordinary
Plenary Assembly of the
Venezuelan Bishops’
Conference (CEV, by

its Spanish acronym),
the bishops published a
statement that included
an analysis of the current
state of the country along
with a demand that the
government release
thousands of detainees,
including minors, who
were arrested in the
demonstrations following
that country’s July 28
presidential election.

The assembly, which
concluded October 17
in Caracas, was led by
Jesus Gonzalez de Zarate,
archbishop of Valencia and
president of the CEV.

The prelates sharply
criticised the repression
by the state security
agencies against peaceful
demonstrations as well
as “arbitrary arrests and
violations of human rights
that occurred after the
elections” and demanded
the release of those
detained, “among whom are
minors”.

French diocese to hold
ordinations after two-year
halt by Vatican

@ The Diocese of Fréjus-Toulon in the south of France will ordain
six men to the transitional diaconate on December 1, ending a
Vatican suspension on diocesan ordinations to the priesthood or
diaconate that has lasted over two years.

Ordinations were halted by the Vatican in June 2022 following a
fraternal visit to the diocese by Archbishop (now Cardinal) Jean-
Marc Aveline of Marseille.

The ordinations of six seminarians from the traditionalist
community Missionaries of Divine Mercy will take place in the
Collegiate Church of Saint-Martin in Lorgues, according to an
October 21 announcement from Bishop Frangois Touvet.

The Vatican requested the suspension of ordinations in the
Diocese of Fréjus-Toulon in summer 2022 due to “questions that
certain Roman dicasteries were asking about the restructuring of
the seminary and the policy of welcoming people to the diocese,”
according to an announcement by Bishop Dominique Rey at the
time.

South Sudan cardinal says
problems have increased

® In the 14 years after South Sudan gained independence from
Sudan, problems have increased in Africa’s newest country, says
the leading Catholic in the Horn of Africa country.

Cardinal Stephen Ameyu Martin Mulla said despite the hope
that independence brought, South Sudan is still reeling from the
unfulfilled promise of peace, accusing the country’s authorities of
mismanaging the country’s natural resources.

“We got this independence from Sudan. We thought that we
were going to solve our problems. But it seems that problems have
increased,” the cardinal said while at the Synod on Synodality in
Rome.
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Sacred Heart shows path forward
says Pope in new encyclical

AC Wimmer

ope Francis

released a new

encyclical Dilexit

Nos (“He Loved
Us”) last Thursday, call-
ing for a renewed under-
standing of devotion to the
Sacred Heart in the modern
era and its many pressing
challenges.

In the document, the
Pope argues that the spir-
ituality of the Sacred Heart
offers a vital response to
what he calls a “liquid soci-
ety” dominated by technol-
ogy and consumerism.

Pope Francis writes:
“Living as we do in an age
of superficiality, rushing
frenetically from one thing
to another without really
knowing why, and ending
up as insatiable consumers
and slaves to the mecha-
nisms of a market uncon-
cerned about the deeper
meaning of our lives, all of
us need to rediscover the
importance of the heart.”

Subtitled “Letter on the
Human and Divine Love of
the Heart of Jesus Christ,”
the document is the first
papal encyclical dedicated
entirely to the Sacred Heart
since Pope Pius XII's Hauri-
etis Aquas in 1956.

Concerns

Throughout the docu-
ment, Pope Francis weaves
together traditional ele-
ments of Sacred Heart
devotion with contempo-
rary concerns, presenting
Christ’s heart as the prin-
ciple unifying reality in a
fragmented world.

The document’s release
fulfils an announcement
made by the Pope in June,
when he noted that medi-
tating on the Lord’s love
can “illuminate the path of
ecclesial renewal and say
something meaningful to

Pope Francis greets visitors as he speaks during his general audience in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican, October 23,7

2024. Photo: CNS photo/Lola Gomez

a world that seems to have
lost its heart”.

00 The

approximately
30,000-word
encyclical draws
extensively from
Scripture and
tradition, featuring
insights from St
Thérese of Lisieux,
St Francis de Sales,
and St Charles de
Foucauld”

At a press conference pre-
senting the document on
Thursday, Italian Archbishop
Bruno Forte said the encycli-
cal expresses “in a profound

way the heart and the inspiring
motive of the whole ministry
and magisterium of Pope Fran-
cis.”

The theologian added that
in his opinion, the text is “the
key to understanding this
Pope’s magisterium”.

Archbishop Forte, who is a
member of the Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith, presented
the encyclical together with Sr
Antonella Fraccaro, superior
general of the Disciples of the
Gospel (Discepole del Vangelo).

The approximately 30,000-
word encyclical draws exten-
sively from Scripture and
tradition, featuring insights
from St Thérése of Lisieux, St
Francis de Sales, and St Charles
de Foucauld.

Deliberations

Released as the Synod on
Synodality is concluding its

6‘The heart is also capable of
unifying and harmonising our
personal history, which may seem
hopelessly fragmented’ the Pope
writes, ‘yet is the place where
everything can make sense’”

monthlong deliberations in
Rome, the document empha-
sises both personal spiritual-
ity and communal missionary
commitment.

66 The algorithms
operating in the
digital world show
that our thoughts
and will are much
more ‘uniform’ than
we had previously
thought”

Pope Francis develops his
vision across five chapters,
beginning with a philosoph-
ical and theological explo-
ration of “the importance
of the heart” before mov-
ing through reflections on
Christ’s actions and words of
love, the theological meaning
of Sacred Heart devotion, its
spiritual dynamics and social
implications.

“The algorithms operating
in the digital world show that
our thoughts and will are
much more ‘uniform’ than
we had previously thought,”
the Pope writes, arguing that
technological solutions alone
cannot address the deeper
needs of the human heart.

He emphasises that the
meaning of the word “heart”
is not sufficiently captured by

biology, psychology, anthro-
pology, or any other science.

“In this age of artificial
intelligence, we cannot for-
get that poetry and love
are necessary to save our
humanity. No algorithm will
ever be able to capture, for
example, the nostalgia that
all of us feel, whatever our
age, and wherever we live,”
the Pope writes.

The Pope emphasises that
devotion to the Sacred Heart
is not merely a private spir-
itual practice but has pro-
found implications for social
life and human relationships.

“The world can change,
beginning with the heart,” he
writes, connecting individual
transformation with broader
social renewal.

Challenges

The encyclical builds on cen-
turies of Catholic devotion to
the Sacred Heart while offer-
ing fresh insights for mod-
ern challenges. Pope Francis
cites extensively from previ-
ous papal teachings, particu-
larly from St John Paul II.
“Devotion to the Sacred
Heart, as it developed in
Europe two centuries ago,
under the impulse of the
mystical experiences of St
Margaret Mary Alacoque, was
a response to Jansenist rigor,
which ended up disregarding
God’s infinite mercy,” the late

Pope writes.

“The men and women of
the third millennium need
the heart of Christ in order
to know God and to know
themselves; they need it to
build the civilization of love.”

In a significant theo-
logical and philosophical
development, the encyclical
engages deeply with modern
thought, particularly through
its discussion of German phi-
losopher Martin Heidegger's
understanding of human
emotion and understanding.

The Pope cites Heidegger’s
insight that “philosophy does
not begin with a pure con-
cept or certainty but with
a shock”, as “without deep
emotion, thought cannot
begin. The first mental image
would thus be goosebumps”.

For the Pope, this is where
the heart comes in as it “lis-
tens in a non-metaphoric
way to ‘the silent voice’ of
being, allowing itself to be
tempered and determined
by it”.

“The heart is also capable
of unifying and harmonising
our personal history, which
may seem hopelessly frag-
mented,” the Pope writes,
“yet is the place where eve-
rything can make sense”.

“The Gospel tells us this
in speaking of Our Lady, who
saw things with the heart.”

The document calls for
a renewal of traditional
Sacred Heart practices on
this understanding while
emphasising their contem-
porary relevance.

“Our communities will
succeed in uniting and rec-
onciling differing minds and
wills, so that the Spirit can
guide us in unity as brothers
and sisters. Reconciliation
and peace are also born of
the heart. The heart of Christ
is ‘ecstasy,” openness, gift,
and encounter.”

The Pope concludes
by connecting this spir-
itual vision to the Church’s
broader mission in the mod-
ern world, calling for what
he — following St John Paul
I — terms a “civilisation of
love” built on the foundation
of Christ’s love.

This vision also connects
directly to previous social
encyclicals by Pope Fran-
cis, Laudato Si’ and Fratelli
Tutti, presenting Christ’s
love as the foundation for
addressing and solving con-
temporary challenges.
© Hanna Brockhaus
contributed to this report.
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Letter of the week

Engaging youth is not just about retention

Dear Editor, As parishes face
financial challenges, we must
focus on reaching the next
generation as Archbishop
Martin says [The Irish Catholic
— October 24, 2024], particu-
larly at the parish level. The
future of the Church depends
on young people feeling not
only welcome but also actively
involved in the life of the Faith
community.

Many young Catholics
feel disengaged, often view-
ing the Church as irrelevant
to their lives. To bridge this

gap, parishes could introduce
youth-centred programmes,
such as mentorship groups
where older parishioners
guide young people in their
faith journeys, creating bonds
across generations. Youth-
friendly liturgies or music
ministries, where young peo-
ple help shape worship expe-
riences, would provide a space
for them to connect with the
Faith in a way that resonates
with their lives and culture.
Retreats or pilgrimages,
specifically for younger parish-

A rich and successful America

Dear Editor, The US election is
about the economy and immi-
gration, but it is also about
culture. Trump espouses tra-
ditional American values, free-
dom, self-help, hard work, less
compassion, more admiration
of success, just like what you
all believe in sport today.

Trump wants continued
honouring of Americas heroes
like George Washington and
more toleration of religion, and
of course lower taxes.

Kamala wants higher taxes,
more state control, more free
stuff, less personal freedom,

more censorship, full state
control of schools - with no
choice given. Kamala wants to
clamp down on religion, Amer-
ican traditions like honour for
its founders, and respect for
Americas successful capitalist
vision. She supports minorities
ahead of the majority.

Will the new Americans
vote to ditch the things that
made America the richest and
most successful country in the
world? I think not.

Yours etc.,
J. Hyland
Killiney, Co. Dublin

ioners, offer transformative
experiences to explore beliefs
outside formal structures.
Small group discussions—
focused on relevant topics
such as social justice, envi-
ronmental stewardship, and
mental health—could foster a
deeper connection to Catho-
lic teachings in ways that feel
personal and actionable.
Engaging with young
people isn’'t just about
retention, it's about nurtur-
ing leaders who will carry
the Faith forward. As the

Church addresses its finan-
cial and structural con-
straints, perhaps the true
renewal lies in empowering
young people to feel valued
and integral to the Church’s
mission. Investing in their
spiritual growth can ensure
that, regardless of diocesan
mergers or church closures,
the Faith remains vibrant
and alive in Ireland’s next
generation.
Yours etc.,
Declan Healy
Rathmines, Dublin 6

Unification of pro-life groups

Dear Editor, The annual Pro-Life (PLC)
conference was held in Cork recently
and, in the workshops, there were some
calls for the unification of the different

pro-life organisations.

The main business of the conference
however contained no report from HQ
that talks to this end had ever been initi-

or 40 years.

ated, though we have heard the public
call for such unification over the last 30

It therefore appears that supporters
will continue to receive envelopes in the
post from various pro-life groups.

I wondered also if the movement
could have, in the run up to the 2018

referendum, introduced to the public a
unity candidate to head up the campaign,

say somebody like Declan Ganley.

Was such a move contemplated at the
time, and if so, why did it not gain traction?

Yours etc.,
Gerald O’Carroll
Ballylongford, Co. Kerry.

Step up for life

Dear Editor, The upcoming
general election presents an
opportunity to ensure that
pro-life voices are strongly
represented in the Dail. It
is essential that each of us
takes personal responsibil-
ity to advocate for pro-life
candidates and not assume
that others will do the work
for us.

The Pro-Life Campaign’s
‘Voter Guide’ is an invaluable

Letters to the Editor

resource for identifying and
supporting candidates who
are committed to defending
life at all stages.

Dr Margaret Naughton’s
remarks on the moral imper-
ative to protect the vulnera-
ble underscore the gravity of
the situation. With potential
changes to euthanasia laws
on the horizon, our collec-
tive action is more important
than ever. We must defend
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a subsequent telephone call from The Irish Catholic as part of our
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the voiceless and those on
the margins, ensuring that
our society upholds the dig-
nity of every human life.
The conference also high-
lighted the importance of
engaging young people in
the pro-life movement. The
large youth presence and the
efforts to attract more young
supporters are promising.
Our future depends on their
involvement and their will-
ingness to stand up for life.
The support from reli-
gious leaders, such as Bishop
Raymond Browne and Bishop

William Crean, along with
representatives from other
faith communities, demon-
strates the broad-based com-
mitment to this cause.
Now is the time for action.
I urge everyone to contact
their local representatives
and advocate for pro-life pol-
icies - to step up for life. Do
not wait for someone else to
step up. Each voice matters,
and together, we can make a
difference in this election.
Yours etc.,
Mary McCarthy
Limerick City, Limerick
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State weakening voice of civil
society that holds it to account

e 1916 Proclama-
tion of the Irish
Republic, in some
ways the coun-

try’s founding document,
commits to cherishing ‘all
the children of the nation
equally’. The Thirty-first
Amendment of the Consti-
tution (Children) Act 2012
inserted clauses relating to
children’s rights and the right
and duty of the state to take
child protection measures.
This amendment was argued
to be necessary to ensure the
State would have the powers
to protect children from its
failures of the past.

It was also argued that
there was a need to have a
counterbalance for children
within the Constitution
where it was felt ‘family
rights’ impeded the state
in intervening where there
were child protection con-
cerns.

The tragic background to
the Referendum included a
now seemingly forgotten
case of abuse in Roscom-
mon where a mother-of-
six from Co. Roscommon
was sentenced to seven
years in prison after being
convicted on ten counts of
incest, sexual abuse and
neglect of her children
after multiple failures of
the State to intervene.

Children and their pro-
tection is an easy clarion
call for government. Who
can argue against it? But
the reality is that even
when the State’s objec-
tives are well intentioned
there are risks when indi-
vidual, vulnerable children
are expected to claim their
rights against a State with-
out intermediaries both to
protect them and to advo-
cate on their behalf.

Whether by omission or
by commission the state,
like any other institution,
is vulnerable to failure
when there is an asymme-
try of power and account-
ability at play. Researchers
from the Sexual Exploita-
tion Research Programme
(SERP) at UCD conducted a
study that revealed teenag-
ers in the care of the State
are being targeted and sex-
ually exploited by co-ordi-
nated “gangs” of predatory
men hanging around hotels
and emergency accommo-
dation.

Justine McCarthy in the
Irish Times highlighted
many of the failures of chil-
dren in State care. She noted
that “Last year, 29 young
people died while they were
in care or aftercare or were

known to Tusla. The scar-
city of special care beds for
children at risk is so severe
that one High Court judge
has warned “a tsunami [is]
about to reach shore and
nothing is being done”.”

Peadar Toibin gave fur-
ther harrowing evidence
to the Oireachtas: “42 chil-
dren died while actually in
state care and 164 children
died while known to child
protection services. Half of
the children who died while
in State care died either by
suicide or drug overdose.
Twelve children were mur-
dered while known to child
protection services over
the past decade. During the
same period 62 children
known to child protection
services died by suspected
suicide.”

At the same time, the
Government has been
reluctant to continue to
provide funding to the
Child Law Project, which
reports on child and fam-
ily law cases usually closed
to the public, a necessary
transparency mechanism
that attempts to hold the
State to account in its Con-
stitutional responsibilities
to children.

Only this week, Tanya
Ward, chief executive of
the Children’s Rights Alli-
ance, called for an extra
€20m in funding for Tusla,
the Child and Family
Agency, amid a 46% increase
in referrals for child protec-
tion services and a 13% drop
in the number of social
workers in Ireland.

There is much energy in
Government - and much
of civil society - to pound
its fist about failures of the
past that can be attributed
elsewhere; there is energy,
time and money devoted
to expanding abortion of
unborn children; there is
determination to introduce
extraordinarily graphic and
age-inappropriate sex-edu-
cation at all school levels,
and the Irish government
has become an outlier in
Europe in approving a sur-
rogacy arrangement that
gives no considerations to
the rights of the child being
commissioned.

The Proclamation
attempted to guarantee to
cherish all the Children of
the nation, equally, but it
appears that with the 2012
Constitutional Amend-
ment, the State sought all of
the power, but little of the
responsibility, to live up to
the Irish founders’ commit-
ments.
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here are many things
associated with modern
university life in today’s
world, parties, drinking
culture and a broad range of activi-
ties that are better left undiscussed.
As a student at Queen’s University
in Belfast, you soon come to find
that ‘the Holylands’, the area right
beside the university that is densely
populated with young students,
isn’'t so ‘Holy’ after all.
Nevertheless, I believe that to
brand the modern university expe-
rience as one with no use to an indi-
vidual’s faith and their own religious
development, would be inaccurate,
and in my own personal experi-
ence, completely wrong. Coming
from Derry, I have to humbly boast
that our diocese has had a great
increase in ordinations in recent
years, and this is matched with
the amount of fervour and active
organisations that are present in
the diocese. There are various youth
groups, Rosary groups, Eucharistic
Adoration times and events on for
all ages, and it would be my belief
that when there are more things
to do and get involved with in par-
ishes, the laity will come. The sup-
ply creates the demand. I was lucky
to attend a phenomenal secondary
school in the city, St Columb’s Col-
lege, an institution and community
that not only recognised the value
of academic success, but also one’s
own personal and religious devel-
opment. It is the alma mater of indi-
viduals such as John Hume, Seamus
Heaney, Brian Friel and the current
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate
of Ireland, Eamon Martin, who
attended, taught and was principal
of the school! With a strong Catho-
lic ethos and plenty of religious
activities to get involved with, it

was truly a place that helped foster
the faith, with our own Chaplain, Fr
Sean O’ Donnell playing a big role
in that.

66 To be a

Church-going teenager
is to be going against
the way of the pack - it
wouldn’t be a great
rarity to see that

at 18-19, I’'d be the
youngest attendee at

a weekday or even
Sunday Mass”

For young people, it isn’t always so
easy to explore and nurture their faith,
in an increasingly secular world, reli-
gion is often looked down upon in the
years of adolescence. “Sure, it's all just
a story anyways”, or “Why would you
care about that stuff, it's too boring
and stops you from living your life”,
are phrases a young practicing Catho-
lic will probably hear from their peers,
if it is to actually be said to their face
at all. Most definitely, to be a Church-
going teenager is to be going against
the way of the pack - it wouldn’t be
a great rarity to see that at 18-19, I'd

There’s
something
brewing amongst
the youth in the
Church says,
James Tourish

be the youngest attendee at a week-
day or even Sunday Mass, excluding
the crying babies at the back of the
Chapel!

Welcome

However, I don’t want to sound pes-
simistic, there’s definitely some-
thing brewing amongst the youth
in the Church, more and more have
no problem, and even welcome
the fact that they are doing things
that set them apart from the rest
of their peers. This makes com-
plete sense of course, if you take
the biblical standpoint. 2 Timo-
thy 3:12 states “Indeed, all who
desire to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted”, and it is
Christ who says in John 15:18 “If
the world hates you, know that it
has hated me before it hated you.”
It is not my insinuation that teen-
age Catholics in the West are per-
secuted in any way comparable to
those of the Apostles, or the Chris-
tians of the Pre-Constantine Roman
Empire, who could find themselves
facing the jaws and claws of a lion
in front of thousands of specta-
tors. I just wish to make the point
that these assurances and teach-
ings give comfort, in that whatever
challenge, exclusion or insult that
one may receive as a result of their
faith or their beliefs in accordance

to Church Doctrine, it is nonethe-
less part of God’s almighty plan and
is a sure test of our faith.

56 The God fearing
Protestants I’'ve met

and become friends
with here, would
concur with me that

the biggest challenge

to the faith here is not
the Protestant-Catholic
divide, but actually the
secular culture that is
so commonly associated
with life at university”

Moving to Belfast, I wasn't most
sure on what to expect in the reli-
gious aspect, of course everyone
knows the sectarian part in the his-
tory of the city, which Derry experi-
enced too but not to the magnitude
that Belfast has in recent history,
however it's been my pleasurable
experience to say that the God fear-
ing Protestants I've met and become
friends with here, would concur
with me that the biggest challenge
to the faith here is not the Protes-
tant-Catholic divide, but actually the
secular culture that is so commonly
associated with life at university.

While it may be true that secu-
larism and everything that comes
with it, has become more visible in
society, and at university, there still
exists pockets of hope, glimmers of
light and faith. I'm very glad to say
that at Queen’s, the Catholic Chap-
laincy is a lively community of Cath-
olics from all walks of life, bringing

together the shared experiences and
stories of all the members and help-
ing each other navigate through this
time in our lives, in hope of reach-
ing the narrow gate. Headed by our
Chaplain, Fr Dominic McGrattan,
it is a lively group with Bible stud-
ies, daily Masses as well as groups
for male and female students, and
a big community night that brings
everyone together for prayer (and
snacks!). As a member of the men’s
group, which is assisted by and a
branch of the Knights of St Colum-
banus, I will be formally invested as
a Knight for the Order on St Colum-
banus’ Feast Day, November 23. With
pilgrimages organised to places like
Rome, Cologne and elsewhere, the
Chaplaincy provides a tremendous
opportunity for young Catholics in
their ‘uni’ days to develop their faith
and make friends with likeminded
people.

Fellowship

The aspect of fellowship is integral
to any religious youth group, and
the importance of these groups and
Chaplaincies cannot go unstated. We
are called to build what is important
on solid foundations, like the wise
man, as it is the foolish who think the
sand will not be washed away by the
incoming tide. Having places to go
to in order to explore your faith as a
young person is necessary, and it is
a real privilege to say that I have this
in my life through the Chaplaincy. It
is also delightful to see that Pope
Francis has taken such an interest
in fostering the faith among young
people, and making sure that our
voice is heard too, with the Holy
Father saying in the closing days
of the Synod, that young people
should have courage and “keep
moving forward”.
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everything for God

ve Lavalliere was

born in France in

1866. She had the

worst, most tragic
beginning to life which any
child could have. Her father,
an alcoholic, in a drunken
rage shot her mother and
then himself... and she saw it
happen. As a teenager she ran
off to Paris in pursuit of her
dream to be a famous actress,
and she got it.

Paris was her dream and,
also her ruin. She fell into
an immoral life. Kings and
queens used to come to see
her. Her great gifts were
unquestionable. Her voice
and beauty were excep-
tional. She described it,
“Gold ran through my hands,
I had everything the world
could offer... Nevertheless,
I regarded myself as the
unhappiest of souls. Fame,
stardom, money, these things
do not satisfy the hungry soul,
only God does. The love of this
world is not enough. Only the
love of God is enough. I threw
myself into a sea of sin.” She
became the mistress of a
nobleman, then of a theatre
director. Happiness eluded
her. She learned bitter les-
sons and ended up deeply
disappointed and hurt. Still
her career soared, and audi-
ences threw flowers at her
feet and stood in ovations!
Yet once she went offstage,
she was plunged in misery.
Three times she came to the
brink of despair and decided
to end her life, and three
times by the grace of God, she
refrained.

In 1917, America wanted her.
A special tour was arranged.
Yet, exhausted, she rented a
chateau in the French coun-
tryside and went to rest
there. There she met a good
priest who spoke with her. He
commented “What a pity you
have no faith!”

“But what is faith?” she
replied. She had made a pact
with the devil, and when it
failed, she concluded that the
devil did not exist. “Well, I
assure you that he exists,” the

Eve Lavalliere
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priest said and went away.
His words were like an arrow
which reached her heart. She
began to question, ‘If the devil
exists, God also exists. And if
God exists, what am [ doing
in this world? What am I
doing with my life?” This was
a great turning point in Eve’s
life. The following morn-
ing, the priest called. “Mad-
emoiselle, what you told me
yesterday disturbed me. I
spent the better part of the
night in prayer, asking God
to inspire me in your regard.
I also celebrated Holy Mass
for the same intention. Here
I have brought you the Life of
St Mary Magdalene read this
book on your knees, and you
will see what God can do with
such a soul as yours.”

“After lunch” her servant
described, “Eve settled down
near the kitchen and opening
the door so the servants might
hear, began to read in a loud
voice.” Enthusiasm seized her.
Never had I heard her read
with such conviction. Sit-
ting at her feet I began to cry.
The servants were likewise
moved. Eve continued read-
ing, her voice broken by sobs.”
Mary Magdalene, the subject
of the book, had also been a
sinner. She had met Jesus, and
her life was transformed. She
loved the Lord and became
His most ardent follower.
She stayed beside the cross
as Jesus was dying, and she
was the first one to see Jesus
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alive on Easter morning.
Something about this really
captured Eve’s heart. If Jesus
had been merciful to Mary
Magdalene, then... maybe to
her too. A great change came
over her. During these restful
weeks in the countryside, she
too met the living Lord and
found mercy and happiness.

Eve turned a new page. Some-
thing wonderful happened for
her. She forgot her proposed
tour of America; she never
went back to Paris. She began
to spend hours in prayer. She
thought about God. Her serv-
ant was 23 had not yet made
her first Holy Communion.
Eve asked the kindly priest if
she could prepare. He agreed.
Then she added - “And I,
Father? I hope I still have the
right to return to God.”
Leona later wrote, “I can
still see Eve on the main ave-
nue of the chateau walking
decisively at the pastor’s side
and, in a loud voice accusing
herself publicly of her sins.
She could return to the
sacraments. She was thank-
ful to God. Her servant wrote
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“For the rest of my life I will
never forget her great cry of
joy, thankful to God.” For a
week the two friends pre-
pared themselves for confes-
sion and Holy Communion.
Each morning, they walked
through the wheat fields
learning their catechism.
In the afternoon the priest
would visit and speak of
Heaven and the things of
God. He gave them a rosary
each which they prayed.

My resolution
is made. From now
on, only Jesus has a
right to my life”

Eve always considered
that day in June 1917, her
first Communion, as the
most special day of her life.
She considered it the day
her life really began. She
renounced the theatre for-
ever and cancelled her con-
tracts.

She wrote, “My resolu-
tion is made. From now on,
only Jesus has a right to my
life.” She left Paris and lived
in Lourdes to be safe from its

dangers and distributed her
money to the poor, the mis-
sions and religious houses.
She tried to enter a Carmel-
ite convent but was rejected
because of her notoriety. For
4 years she devoted herself
to nursing in Tunisia, but
poor health forced her to
retire. Back in France she led
a life of prayer, meditation,
charity.

In her new life, she
prayed for more than an
hour, before breakfast. She
gave up all luxuries and lazi-
ness and began to live sim-
ply. She did ordinary simple
work, not relying on serv-
ants. In this way she kept
close to Jesus, her new-
found Friend.

She bought a little house with
agarden and lived there a quiet
life of love and prayer, giving
away most of her money to
the poor. Old friends coming
to visit her, were moved to
tears. A journalist described
her “I listened with emotion
and respect as she spoke... her
words breathing genuine sim-
plicity. The perfection of her

All my being is turned towards the last end, to
love God who loves me so much despite my past...
my God, I love You with all my soul. Even if I wished
to love something other than You, I could not do it”
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interior life was noticeable.

I am in God’s
hands. Tell my
friends of days
gone by that you
met the happiest
person on Earth”

In 1929 a large Paris news-
paper published an interview
with her. It gives us a clue to
her quiet life with God. The
interviewer asked about her ill-
ness and suffering.

- But I am so happy! You
cannot imagine how great is
my happiness.

- Even with so much suffer-
ing?

- Yes and because of it. I am
in God’s hands. Tell my friends
of days gone by that you met
the happiest person on Earth.

In her last letter she wrote
“All my being is turned towards
the last end, to love God who
loves me so much despite my
past... my God, I love You with
all my soul. Even if I wished to
love something other than You,
I could not do it.”

She died in July 1929 and on
her grave are written her own
words: ‘1 HAVE LEFT ALL FOR
GOD. HE ALONE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR ME’.

Fr Adrian Crowley, parish
curate of The Parish of St Luke
the Evangelist, writes from Co.
Dublin.
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Judith, a model of

any are familiar with

the story of Judith.

She is one of the well-

known Biblical women,
renowned for her courage in help-
ing rescue the Israelites from the
Assyrians. With her virtue and trust
in God, she was able to deliver the
head of Holofernes, the leader of
the Assyrian army, to her people,
before the Holy City, Jerusalem,
would be invaded.

Judith is often cited -alongside
Esther- as a woman who had devel-
oped courage to help the Israelites
to achieve one of their countless
victories, and as such, it is impor-
tant that many women in this era
take example, because courage and
femininity has grown to be an odd
juxtaposition today. It seems like
most girls now sadly believe that
to be strong is to forgo their innate
femininity. For many, to be strong
is to use heavy mannerisms, and act
like they’re one of the men.

But what does this mindset then

imply about historical women like
Judith, who gloried in their woman-
hood while remaining firm in their
principles, characters, and ideals?
Judith displayed courage in stand-
ing for her faith and by her people,
but by no means did she throw
away her femininity in doing so.
She remained in all things, a virtu-
ous woman.

When Holofernes’ camp had sur-
rounded the walls of Israel, Judith,
after consulting the ancients, had
quietly retired into her chambers,
and with fasting and prayer, she
begged God to give her the virtue to
confront Israel’s enemies. Her feet
and hands must have been trem-
bling as she later walked down the
valley to the enemies’ camp, but
possessing this virtue of fortitude,
she persevered.

Fortitude is not the vain type of
courage where you trust in your
powers and strength, but a way of
having courage by trusting God, who
can guarantee His unfailing help.

Many people, not just women,
possess courage, but lack fortitude.
And it is for this reason that most
ladies believe they have to be some-
thing else other than woman to be
strong. However, Judith didn’t have
to change herself. All she needed
was God. And what better way to be
confident?

We need to realise that our
strength comes from our femininity.
If we develop our feminine identity
in obedience with the precepts of the
Church, we can never go wrong. We
will move many mountains”

Judith, School of Guido
Reni (1575-1642)

courage for women

It was very easy for Judith, while
embarking on this mission, to
become swayed by all the attention
and stain her purity. The account
of her testifies that she was very
beautiful, and that in fact, she had
dressed well in order to trap the
eyes of Holofernes. However, whilst
all this, she never sinned. In all her
beauty, she prayed God to give her
purity of mind, heart, and will.

The Church teaches that the vir-
tue of purity does not just mean
purity of the senses (chastity). It
includes, purity of the heart, mind
and will. That is, in all endeavours,
pleasing God should be the foremost
priority. Moreover, the practice of
purity ensures the practice of all
other virtues like modesty, humil-
ity, prudence and fortitude, which
Judith embodied as she recognised
the duty of keeping herself sinless,
among the company of her enemies.

Never did Judith use force of hand
or harsh words to achieve her vic-
tory. She harnessed the power of her
femininity, in a virtuous way, while
keeping in accordance with the mis-
sion God wanted her to fulfil. In the
end, she achieved the victory.

As Judith did, we need to realise
that our strength comes from our
femininity. If we develop our feminine
identity in obedience with the precepts
of the Church, we can never go wrong.
We will move many mountains.

Judith as a role model for women
is much needed in this age. She is an
example of a Christian woman, who
remained resigned to God’s role for
her, while basking in her true identity.
Imitating the virtues she lived is one
key to unlocking the gift of authentic
femininity and its societal benefits.

Christine Mako writes from
Ireland and is a Catholic student at
UCD Dublin.

Q: When | was evangelical,

we said a ‘saved’ person went
immediately to Heaven at

death. In a recent homily our
priest said most Christians,
including himself, will likely go
to purgatory at death. How can
Jesus’ shed blood pay for a
person’s sins, but they not go to
Heaven at death?

A: Your priest is probably right
that most people will do a stint
in purgatory after they die. But
going to purgatory does not
mean that a person isn’t ‘saved’
- it’s quite the opposite, actually.
A person in purgatory is one who
is ultimately and surely destined
for Heaven.

Jesus’ passion, death and res-
urrection did indeed save us from
sin, making Heaven possible for
us. That is, whereas the original
sin of Adam and Eve alienated
humanity from God, Jesus’ per-
fect obedience to God’s will even
to his death on the cross broke
the bond original sin had over us.
Through our baptism, by which
we share in Jesus’ death and res-
urrection, we are personally freed
from original sin in our own lives.

But just because we can go to
Heaven, sadly it does not auto-
matically follow that everyone
actually will. Freedom from
original sin makes us in principle
capable of entering into Heaven,
but it is of course still possible
for us to commit our own sins
after baptism. We never cease to
be creatures endowed with free
will, and if we choose to distance
ourselves from God through
serious sin, he will respect our
choice. This is what happens
when souls go to hell because of
mortal sins for which they had
not repented.

We can never know for sure
what happens between God and
a soul right at the last moments
of life. Still, it is common knowl-
edge that while few people
would seem to be incorrigi-
bly wicked at the time of their
death, the majority of us are
not saintly paragons of virtue,
either. Even those of us who take
our faith seriously and sincerely
seek to follow God’s will may
stumble and fall, and the holiest
among us can struggle with stub-
born venial (that is, less serious)

sins.

And as the Catechism of
the Catholic Church notes: “It is
necessary to understand that sin
has a double consequence. Grave
sin deprives us of communion
with God and therefore makes
us incapable of eternal life. ... On
the other hand, every sin, even
venial, entails an unhealthy
attachment to creatures, which
must be purified either here on
Earth, or after death” (CCC 1472).
Or in other words, even those
who are saved through baptism
and who have actively embraced
their salvation may not be ready
to enter into God’s direct pres-
ence immediately upon their
death, because sin can leave last-
ing spiritual effects upon a soul.

The catechism also tells us:
“All who die in God’s grace and
friendship, but still imperfectly
purified, are indeed assured of
their eternal salvation; but after
death they undergo purification,
so as to achieve the holiness nec-
essary to enter the joy of Heaven.
The Church gives the name Pur-
gatory to this final purification of
the elect, which is entirely differ-
ent from the punishment of the
damned” (CCC 1030-1031).

Although purgatory is not
exactly a ‘punishment’ in the
way we would tend to use the
term today, traditionally pur-
gatory has been understood to
involve a degree of suffering.
One common image for under-
standing purgatory is as a cleans-
ing or purifying fire. This image
is also very scriptural.

For example, St Paul refer-
ences a saving fire in his First
Letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor
3:15). And even in the Old Testa-
ment the prophet Malachi pro-
claims that the coming Messiah
“will be like a refiner’s fire, like
fullers’ lye. He will sit refining
and purifying silver, and he will
purify the Levites, refining them
like gold or silver, that they may
bring offerings to the LORD in
righteousness” (Mal 3:2-3).
© Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds
a licentiate in canon law; is a con-
secrated virgin and a canonist
whose column appears weekly at
0OSV News. Send your questions to
CatholicQA@osv.com.
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rom Pierre Teilhard de Char-
din we get these words:
“Because, my God, though
I lack the soul-zeal and the
sublime integrity of your saints, I
yet have received from you an over-
whelming sympathy for all that stirs
within the dark mass of matter;
because I know myself to be irre-
mediably less a child of Heaven and
a son of Earth.”

These words, like the words that
open St Augustine’s famous Confes-
sions, not only describe a lifelong
tension inside its author. They also
name the foundational pieces for
an entire spirituality. For everyone
who is emotionally healthy and hon-
est, there will be a lifelong tension
between the attractions of this world
and the lure of God. The Earth, with
its beauties, its pleasures, and its
physicality can take our breath away
and have us believe that this world is
all there is and all that needs to be.
Who needs anything further? Isn’t
life here on Earth enough? Besides,
what proof is there for any reality
and meaning beyond our lives here?

Embrace

But even as we are so powerfully,
and rightly, drawn to the world
and what it offers, another part
of us finds itself caught in the
embrace and the grip of another
reality, the divine, which though
more inchoate, is no less unrelent-
ing. It also tells us that it is real,
that its reality ultimately offers
life, that it needs to be honored,
and that it may not be ignored.
And, just like the reality of the
world, it presents itself both as

A double primordial
ithin
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promise and threat. Sometimes
it’'s felt as a warm cocoon in
which we sense ultimate shelter
and sometimes we feel its power
as a threatening judgment on our
superficiality, mediocrity, and sin.
Sometimes it blesses our fixation
on earthly life and its pleasures
and sometimes it frightens us and
relativises both our world and our
lives. We can sometimes shield
ourselves from it by distraction or
denial; but it stays, maintaining
always a powerful tension inside
us: we are irremediably children
of both Heaven and Earth; both
God and the world ask for our
attention.

That’s how it’s meant to be. God
made us irremediably physical,
fleshy, Earth-oriented, with virtu-
ally every instinct inside us reach-
ing for the things of this Earth. We
should not then expect that God

www.ronrolheiser.com

wants us to shun this Earth, deny
its genuine beauty, and attempt to
step out of our bodies, our natu-
ral instincts, and our physicality
to fix our eyes only on the things
of Heaven. God did not build this
world as a testing place, a place
where obedience and piety are
to be tested against the lure of
earthly pleasure, to see if we're
worthy of Heaven. This world
is its own mystery with its own
meaning, a God-given one. It’s not
simply a stage upon which we,
as humans, play out our individ-
ual dramas of salvation and then
close the curtain as we leave. It’s
a place for all of us, humans, ani-
mals, insects, plants, water, rocks,
and soil to enjoy a home together.

Tension

But that’s the root of a great ten-
sion inside us. Unless we deny

¥

either our most powerful human
instincts or our most powerful
religious sensibilities, we will find
ourselves forever torn between
two worlds, with seemingly con-
flicting loyalties, caught between
the lure of this world and the lure
of God.

66 I have always
found myself in

the grip of another
reality - the divine,
faith, religion. Its
reality too has always
commanded my
attention - and, more
importantly, dictated
the important
choices in my life”

I know how true this is for my
own life. Iwas born into this world
with two incurable loves and have
spent my life and ministry caught
and torn between the two. I have

66 My major choices in life incarnate and
radiate a great tension because they’ve tried to
be true to a double primordial branding inside
me, the pagan and the divine. I can’t deny the
reality, lure, and goodness of either of them”

always loved the pagan world for
its honouring of this life and for
its celebration of the wonders of
the human body and the beauty
and pleasure that our five senses
bring us. With my pagan broth-
ers and sisters, I too honour the
lure of sexuality, the comfort of
human community, the delight of
humor and irony, and the remark-
able gifts given us by the arts and
the sciences. But at the same time,
I have always found myself in the
grip of another reality - the divine,
faith, religion. Its reality too has
always commanded my attention
- and, more importantly, dictated
the important choices in my life.

Choices

My major choices in life incar-
nate and radiate a great tension
because they’ve tried to be true
to a double primordial brand-
ing inside me, the pagan and
the divine. I can’t deny the real-
ity, lure, and goodness of either
of them. It’s for this reason that
I can live as a consecrated, life-
long celibate, committed to reli-
gious ministry, even as [ deeply
love the pagan world, bless its
pleasures, and bless the goodness
of sex even as I renounce it. That’s
also the reason why I'm chroni-
cally making an apology to God
for the world’s pagan resistance,
even as I'm trying to make an apo-
logia for God to the world. I have
torn loyalties.

That is as it should be. The
world is meant to take our breath
away, even as we genuflect before
the author of that breath.
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The first of all the commandments

Dt 6:2-6

Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
Heb 7:23-28

Mk 12:28b-34

he theology of this

passage from Mark

matters. Obviously so

does its place within
the extended debates of rabbis
and theologians, arguments
now millennia old. “Which is
the first of all the command-
ments?” the scribe asks Jesus
(Mk 12:28).

His answer, woven
together from Deuteronomy
and Leviticus, is profound
and powerful. To interpret
it properly one must dive
into the deepest seas of the
Scripture. This is one of those
passages one studies, medi-
tates upon and takes deep
into mind and heart. It is an
awesome passage, as exegeti-
cally rich in its meanings as it
is mystical in its power.

But that isn’t what I want
to talk about, not this time
around at least. Sometimes,
you see, what I find more
urgent is not the context of
the reading but the context
of the reader. Now, as I said,
the context of the reading is
not to be neglected; without
it, there simply is nothing to
understand. Yet sometimes
it happens that a certain pas-
sage of the Scripture con-
fronts a certain place and time
with such force that it seems
as if the Scripture is speaking
immediately in the present.

That is, sometimes when
reading the Scripture, it
seems as if the passage is
speaking directly into my
world, directly to me. That
happens sometimes with
the Scripture. It just hits you
like that, like when St Antony
of Egypt heard that passage
from Matthew about being
perfect and then immedi-
ately disappeared into the
desert (The Life of Antony, 2).
It’s as if the Bible is speaking
just to you.

The Sunday
Gospel

Fr Joshua J.
Whitfield

What I am talking about
is what the Church calls the
‘moral sense’ of the Scrip-
ture (Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church, 115-118). It's
a sense that causes one to
think the Scripture is some-
how speaking directly to you,
confronting you, convicting
you. Like when reading Mat-
thew 25, St Gregory of Nazi-
anzus said, “I stand in terror
of his left hand, and the goats”
(Oration 14.39). He read the
passage as if Matthew was
warning him, calling him to
change, calling him to serve
the poor.

Which is the
first of all the
commandments?’
It is to love God
with everything
you have - heart,
soul, mind and
strength. But it’s
also to love your
neighbour as
yourself”

The moral sense of the
Scripture does not allow
us to read the Bible as
bystanders. Interpretation
and theology are not dis-
carded in this experience;
rather, they are converted
into urgency and action. All
the safety of speculation
is gone, replaced with the
brute demand of obedience.
Again, that's the way I
encounter this passage from
Mark, at least this time
around. I read this dialogue
between Jesus and the scribe
as a contemporary moral call.
“Which is the first of all the
commandments?” It is to

love God with everything you
have - heart, soul, mind and
strength. But it’s also to love
your neighbour as yourself.
This, I suggest, is God’s word
for November 2024. This
is what God is saying to us
today. This is exactly what he
wants us to hear.

Which, if you ask me, is a
powerful word for us to hear
right now. Here in a divided
world, this is what God wants
us to hear: that we should not
forget that the greatest com-
mandment is to love God and
our neighbour as ourselves.
Whatever our party, whatever
the issue, no matter the frustra-
tion, to love God and our neigh-
bour is our first task, the first
thing God commands us to do.

Which is, for we Catholics,
our primary civic contribu-
tion. This - aside from the
innumerable misinterpreta-
tions of Romans 13 - is funda-
mentally what St Paul meant.
“Owe nothing to anyone,
except to love one another”
(Rom 13:8).

A few years ago, the
French philosopher, Jean-Luc
Marion called it our “Catho-
lic moment.” He said it was
the “political originality of
Christians,” the way we bear
witness to the world, what
“communion” really is, by the
way we love God, each other,
and the stranger. Again, this
is your graver responsibility
- what and who you love.

Really, it may be a miracle,
providence at least, that this
is what Catholics all over the
world will hear this Sunday,
that their most important
task is to love. It’s as if this is
exactly what God wants to
say to us right now, what he
wants to give us - a word of
love so different from the loud
worldly words that are wear-
ing us down. The only ques-
tion is whether we will listen.

Fr Joshua J. Whitfield is a
priest of St Rita Catholic Com-
munity in Dallas and author
of The Crisis of Bad Preaching

Moses with the Ten Commandments, Philippe de Champaigne (1602-1674)

By Renata Milan Morales

atron saint of bishops, cardinals,
seminarians, and spiritual leaders, St
Charles Borromeo’s life of sacrifice,
devotion to pastoral care, and reform
is a model for bishops and clergy today of
holiness. Through his efforts, priests and laity
were inspired to live as true disciples of Christ.
Born near Milan in 1538, Charles was made
a cardinal at a young age by his uncle, Pope
Pius IV. He was entrusted with the governance
of the Archdiocese of Milan, which had been
without effective leadership for eighty years
and had fallen into serious spiritual decline. It
took six years before he could fully dedicate
himself to the diocese due to his involvement
in the final session of the Council of Trent.
Upon arriving in Milan, St Charles

implemented a plan of reform that focused
on teaching his clergy and laity how to be
authentic followers of Christ. Understanding
that he had to lead by example, he lived a life
of simplicity.

St Charles’ greatest act of charity happened
during the plague of 1575, when he used all
his resources to aid the afflicted. He also fed
thousands of people during a famine.

St Charles cared for the spiritual wellbeing
of his people. Upon arriving in Milan, he
discovered that many of the clergy were
ignorant and corrupt. Recognising that
reforming the clergy was essential for the
renewal of the Church, he provided spiritual
and doctrinal formation. He was also a
model for his priests, leading by example in

his dedication to personal prayer, regular
confession, and retreats.

St Charles emphasised the importance of
the liturgy, believing that how one prayed
influenced belief and behaviour. He was
known for celebrating the liturgy with great
care and devotion, never rushing through any
aspect, no matter how busy he was.

In our own times, St Charles Borromeo’s life
exemplifies the balance between the simple,
service-oriented approach and the doctrinal
and liturgical integrity. St Charles shows
us that serving the world and preserving
doctrinal truth are deeply interconnected.
His legacy reminds us that true pastoral care
involves a deep love for God and a selfless
love for neighbour.




The Irish Catholic, October 31, 2024

| Reviews | 35

s a crime motivated by

hate worse than one

motivated by greed, or

anger, or lust or indeed
any one of the other deadly
sins? What if motives are
mixed, as they often are?
Should the law treat a perpe-
trator more harshly depend-
ing on the motivation? I'm
not convinced.

Such questions became
very pertinent last week
when the new hate crime
legislation was accepted by
Dail Eireann. As was sug-
gested by presenter Ciara
Kelly on Newstalk Break-
fast last Thursday, there was
an issue around what some
regarded as a ‘poor definition
or lack of definition’ of gen-
der in the legislation. Indeed,
it's quite a word salad, that is,
according to Ms Kelly, leav-
ing most people ‘utterly con-
fused’. She drew attention to
an Irish politician saying in
Scotland that there were nine
genders, and the SNP (Scot-
tish National Party) making
out that were 24 genders!
Are you ‘utterly confused’?
I didn’t find Minister Helen
McEntee’s explanation very
clear or convincing - this
wasn't a gender identity bill
she said, and her aim was to
protect vulnerable minori-
ties. I find politicians rather
selective about which vul-
nerable minorities they seek

Son of a Critch

to protect (#repealthe8th).
Does dodgy gender ideology,
highly contested in society,
have to find its way into the
law? Surely that’s where we
should find the clarity that
politicians so often boast
about.

That show also saw cov-
erage of another and even
more offensive piece of leg-
islation getting a boost on its
way through the Oireachtas.
‘Assisted dying’ is a euphe-
mism for assisted suicide
or deliberate killing, and a
Dail committee report on
the matter, recommending
legislation, was accepted,
effectively getting a nod
of approval. Reporter Sean
Defoe described it as a deci-

sion to ‘note’ the report or
agree a principle. Thankfully
the majority in favour of
accepting the DAil report on
the matter was small enough
to give hope. Michael Healy-
Rae, chairperson of that com-
mittee, had dissented from
that report, was very much
against the idea, but pointed
out that any legislation on
the matter would be up to
the next Government and its
priorities. Hopefully those
priorities will be more life
affirming.

Son of a Critch (RTE One,
Friday) is a new Canadian
series, a coming of age com-
edy drama on the lines of The
Wonder Years, but without
the charm and wit of that

It of the age

series (currently on repeat
every evening on TG4). The
Critches are a Catholic fam-
ily in the 1980s and Mark is
the narrator, reminiscing on
his early teenage days. In
last week’s episode he got a
notion to become a priest,
though more because he
liked the idea of giving ser-
mons and spotlight. He was
impressed by Fr Moore, an
old-style priest, who is mys-
teriously transferred over-
seas. The story is set against
the background of clerical
abuse scandals in Church-
run orphanages - when Mark
hears about this, his faith, in
people at least, is shaken,
but he still goes ahead with
Confirmation, choosing his
irascible grandad (Malcolm
McDowell) as sponsor. That
was a touching moment, but
overall, the tone of the show
is very uneven - sometimes
respectful, sometimes crude
and very irreverent, fitfully
funny. There are too many
stereotypes - the guitar-
picking nun, the trendy new
priest, all singing and danc-
ing, whose approach is cringy
though well-meaning and
whose style of Confession
leaves a lot to be desired. It’s
a scattershot approach. I'd
say it’s a mixture of interest-
ing and uncomfortable for
Catholic viewers.

PICK OF THE WEEK

THE SIMPSONS

Channel 4 Saturday November 2, 10.50am and Friday

November 8, 2.25am (night)

Homer the heretic: Homer has a vision from God and
decides to start his own religion, with hilarious and thought-

provoking results.

THE MEANING OF LIFE

RTE One Sunday November 3, 10.35pm
Joe Duffy speaks with Brookside and Royle Family actor,
writer and trade unionist Ricky Tomlinson.

US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SPECIAL

RTE One Tuesday November 5, 11.20pm, EWTN
Tuesday 2am (night), and most other channels.

Live results coverage of the US presidential election,
presented by Miriam O’Callaghan in Washington and David
McCullagh in Dublin. Followed by CBS news coverage.

Even worse is Everyone
Else Burns (Channel 4, Thurs-
day) recently returned for a
second series and as far as
religion goes it’s pretty offen-
sive. A comedy, it features an
extreme Christian group that
practices arranged marriage
and cult-like behaviour. The
drama focuses on a particular
family where the underlying
human desires bubble up to
conflict with the oppressive
rules. It is funny in spots and
humane in others, but mostly
it is mean-spirited - mockery
without any sense that there
can be a religion that is gen-
uine, compassionate, clear-

Aubrey Malone

thinking, life-enhancing and
committed to the service of
others. Though it takes on
the extremes, I suspect this
may be just a sneaky way
of attacking religion in gen-
eral, or at least religion that
doesn’t conform compliantly
and conveniently to the
spirit of the age as defined
by media folk. There’s a lot
of pressure on programme
makers these days to commit
to visibility for minorities,
pressure to tick the diversity
boxes, but people of genuine
religious faith rarely get a
look-in.

Convent abuse in 1980s Ireland rev151ted

The Church comes in for a
roasting in Small Things Like
These (12A), a film based on
Clare Keegan’'s novel of the
same name dedicated to the
“56,000" girls sent to Magda-
lene laundries for “penance
and rehabilitation.”

Trailing clouds of glory
from his Oscar turn in Oppen-
heimer, Cillian Murphy gives
a sensitive performance as
taciturn Wexford coal seller
Bill Furlong. In the course of
his deliveries to a convent he
encounters a distressed girl,
Sarah (Zarah Devlin), who's
clearly being mistreated.

Her suffering calls up
painful memories of his own
youth. He’s the child of an
unmarried mother who could
have ended up like Sarah were
it not for the intervention of a

kindly Protestant woman.

When Furlong tells his
wife Eileen (Eileen Walsh)
about Sarah she isn’t inclined
to do anything about it. “It’s
not our business,” she says,
“Stay on the right side of peo-
ple. If you want to get on in
this life, there are things you
have to ignore.”

Though we'’re in 1985, a
culture of silence still sur-
rounds matters like this. As
another character in the film
puts it, “Keep the bad dog
with you and the good dog
won't bite.”

But Furlong continues to
brood. He's like a dormant
volcano waiting to erupt. The
film carries a sense of omi-
nousness in its every tense,
intense frame. He washes his
hands like Lady Macbeth to

Small things like these

try and work off his anger.
The film is very well made
but it will be a hard watch for
readers of this paper. There’s
a sense of ‘good Protestant/
bad Catholic’ about its ‘woke’

approach.

The nuns are presented
in an unremittingly cruel
light. In the case of the ‘sheep
in wolf’s clothing’ Mother
Superior of the convent (an

almost unrecognisable Emily
Watson) there’s even bribery
involved. She presents the
cash-strapped Furlong with
a ‘gift’ to ease him into the
imminent Christmas season.

He has five daughters in
his humble but happy home.
If he ‘rescues’ Sarah he may
be in danger of compromis-
ing the education Eileen is
anticipating for them in the
convent.

“The nuns have a finger in
every pie,” she tells him when
he suggests exposing Sarah’s
plight. There’s only a wall,
she points out, separating
“that place” from the school.

The film is shot in an
almost crepuscular dark-
ness, its sepia-tinged frames
resonant of the period. This is
captured excellently by direc-

tor Tim Mielants. Murphy
also conveys Furlong’s awk-
wardness - and helplessness
- convincingly.

Enda Walsh’s script has
a minimalist effectiveness:
“The whole world looks
pretty under snow.” “Didn’t
Christmas come in quickly
all the same?” The faces and
fashions of the characters are
faithful to the time.

But is the mood? Were
things really this conspirato-
rial in 19857?

None of us should condone
the failings of the Magdalene
Laundries but as the Church
continues to reel from bad
press, is Small Things Like
These - despite being evoca-
tively shot and acted - not
another example of kicking it
while it's down?
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Hotel Lux: An
Intimate History

of Communism’s
Forgotten Radicals,
by Maurice J. Casey
(Footnote Press, £20.00 /
€24.00)

J. Anthony Gaughan

e Communist Inter-
national, which
became widely known
as Comintern, was

founded in Moscow 1919. In
the tangled politics of the left
since 1848 there had been two
other international movements,
which had failed; but this new
organisation was created to gain
Moscow control of the universal
communist movement in the
turbulent post WWI years.

It advocated world commu-
nism and was an agent of the
Communist Party in Moscow.
It promoted and attempted to
control and direct Communist
parties and governments else-
where in the world, particularly
in Europe.

Revolutionaries

The Hotel Lux, haunt of legend-
ary Marxist revolutionaries,
was a large building in Moscow,
where those who worked in the
Comintern were accommo-
dated, and where the endless
meetings beloved of the Left
could be held in comfortable
salons. Itis in the forefront of
this narrative by a Belfast based
historian, because it was there
that May O’Callaghan and Nellie
and Rose Cohen cemented their
life-long friendship.

May O’Callaghan was born
on August 14 1881 in Wexford
where her father was the Head
Constable in the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary. Soon afterwards, the
family moved to Ballinsesker, a
village nearby. Following her
education locally May travelled
to Vienna where she attended
the university and subsequently
provided public lectures on the
writings of Oscar Wilde and
George Bernard Shaw.

By 1914 she was sub-editor
of Sylvia Pankhurst’s, then
recently launched The Wom-
an’s Dreadnought. Later Sylvia
Pankhurst placed her in charge
of her propagandist People’s
Russian Information Bureau.

Thrilled by the fall of the Tsa-
rist Empire, she learned Russian

ook R

and in 1924 travelled to Mos-
cow. She joined the staff of the
Comintern as manager of the
English translation department
and was allocated a room in the
Hotel Lux.

Five years later, fearing for
her life in the sinister and mur-
derous atmosphere in Mos-
cow, she departed to New York
where she acquired work in an
organisation promoting Soviet
films in the US. A few years
later she returned to London
where she ended her working
life in Collet’s, the then well-
known left-wing bookshop on
Charing Cross Road. She died
in 1973.

Nellie and Rose Cohen were
the daughters of Maurice Jaco-
bovsky, a Polish Jew. He had
been forced by anti-semitic vio-
lence and political persecution
to transfer his family from the
Tsarist empire to Whitechapel
in the East end of London,
where the family changed their
name to Cohen.

66 Rose in addition
was involved in tasks
of a conspiratorial
nature, married

a comrade and

was known to be

an admirer of the
exiled Leon Trotsky”

The sisters were enthusiastic
supporters of Sylvia Pankhurst's
Feminist Movement. Nellie
acted as Pankhurst’s personal
assistant and was also actively
involved in her propagandist
Peoples Russian Information
Bureau. By 1923 the Cohen sis-
ters were resident in the Hotel
Lux and working in the Com-
intern. Rose in addition was
involved in tasks of a conspira-
torial nature, married a com-
rade and was known to be an
admirer of the exiled Leon Trot-
sky (later murdered in Mexico
by an agent of Stalin). Nellie
returned to London in 1929.

She subsequently married
a former English colleague of
hers at the Comintern and set-
tled in England. She also had a
daughter, named Joyce, whose
father was Liam O’Flaherty,
the distinguished Irish writer
and sometime revolutionary,

eviews

Peter Costello

The Hotel Lux in Moscow, from a contemporary French postcard

F

Joseph Stalin at the height of the “Red Terror” in Russia

who had fought in Talbot Street
with a workers’ revolutionary
group in the early days of our
Civil War.

Dominant

The ‘Stalinist Terror’ was a
dominant feature in the lives

©0As a result of his paranoia one million people
were executed by firing squad and another two
million were locked up in the Gulag. And a palpable
cloud of fear was left hanging over the Soviet Union
until the dictator died on March 5 1953”

of May and the Cohen sisters.
In his successful campaign
to seize and retain absolute
control over the Communist
Party in Russia and later the
Soviet Union, Stalin set out to
‘eliminate’ all his enemies or
suspected enemies.

As a result of his para-
noia one million people were
executed by firing squad and
another two million were
locked up in the Gulag. And
a palpable cloud of fear was
left hanging over the Soviet
Union until the dictator died
on March 5 1953.

In 1937 Rose Cohen and
her husband, David Petrovsky,
were arrested by the NKVD
(secret police), taken before
a show-trial and executed.
At this time also hundreds
of acquaintances and friends
who May and the sisters knew
in the Hotel Lux simply disap-
peared.

Disillusioned

Seemingly May or the Cohens
were not known to have
expressed disappointment or
to being disillusioned at what
became of the ‘New Jerusa-

lem’ to which they had com-
mitted their lives!

Author Maurice J. Casey,
born in Tipperary, studied
at Trinity, Cambridge, and
Oxford, and now lectures at
Queen’s University in Belfast,
where he specialises in the
more human aspects of 20th
century revolutionary activity
in Europe.

Apart from being a fas-
cinating read, his book is a
well-written superb piece of
historical research into an era
whose grim secrets have not
all been revealed as yet.
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Poet W. B. Yeats, the great magician in a more relaxed moment in the 1920s

A History of Irish Magic,
by Sally North and James
North

(Holythorn Press, limited
hardbound edition

€ 60.00; paperback
edition, €30.)

Peter Costello

hen the remains

of the poet W.

B. Yeats were

brought back
to Ireland in September
1948, they were interred as
he had intended in Drum-
cliffe Churchyard in Sligo,
according to the ritual of the
Church of Ireland.

Yeats by culture might
have been a Protestant,
but having been a life-long
pagan in his own mind, he
was most certainly a keen
devotee of esoteric beliefs
of many kinds. This think-
ing often flavours his poetry.

Here, however, we must
be clear about the difference
between “creed” and “cult”.
A creed is a faith open to all
largely by adherence or by a
simple rite of adhesion. But
a cult is something exclu-
sive, it is for the elected few,
the chosen ones of special
insight, often with undis-
closed secret doctrines.

Important

Yeats’ mystical ideas are
important, and for many
of those concerned with his
work at any level, anything
that throws light on what
he actually believed would
be very important. This new
book contains a great deal
about Yeats, one way or the
other, but alas after all the
detailed research of people
like George Mills Harper and
Ellic Howe, not to mention

R. F. Foster, it says noth-
ing novel about his beliefs.

The authors describe
their book as “A unique
exploration into Irish dru-
idism, fairy lore, miracle-
working saints, sacred
kingship, witchcraft tri-
als, the Celtic Order of W.
B. Yeats, the Theosophical
circle of “AE”, and mystical
artist Art O’'Murnaghan, A
History of Irish Magic is the
first book of its kind - deeply
researched yet highly read-
able.”

66 Their themes
are important ones
for any student of
religion, folklore
and literature, but
they have to be
approached with
caution. Take those
‘renowned druids’
for instance’”

If that seems to cover a
great deal of ground, it is
dismaying to find that the
authors, products of Oxford
University and the Warburg
Institute in London, pro-
vide no references and no
bibliography. Reading an
undocumented book of this
kind leads nowhere as the
authors do not provide the
reader with the means to
explore further, to grow
beyond this text, or even to
challenge the truth of what
the authors have written.

Their themes are impor-
tant ones for any student
of religion, folklore and lit-
erature, but they have to be
approached with caution.

Take those “renowned dru-
ids” for instance.

What we know about the
druids and what is written
about them today derives
almost entirely from the
remarks of Julius Caesar
in his Gallic Wars (the De
Bello Gallico of our school-
days), circulated from 58
BC onwards while the war
was being fought. This is
a biased account, in which
the gods of the Gauls are
identified with those of
the Roman pantheon (itself
derived from the Greeks,
the Romans not being a
naturally religious race).

Speculation

Nearly everything that is
written about the druids
outside of this is speculation,
wishful thinking, often pure
invention. The substance of
what we can know has been
carefully expounded by T. D.
Kendrick, Stuart Piggott and
a few others. But what we
see in Wales and Scotland
and now in Ireland involving
white robed initiates at mid-
summer is the creation of the
last few centuries. It does not
come down from the ancient
past.

Readers of this book will
have to be careful in accept-
ing much of what they are
told in these pages. But the
true focus of the authors is
not on anthropology and
archaeology, but on the
various mystical, often semi-
Masonic, cults that have
emerged since the 17th cen-
tury.

Here perhaps they are on
more certain ground, but
readers will have to be care-
ful of what cultists say about
themselves. Take the Dub-

lin Theosophists. A central
figure in this group was the
poet, painter, social activ-
ist, editor and true patriot
George Russell, rightly
regarded by many as a man
of almost saintly character.

66 For an

aspiring student

of the esoteric

in Ireland it

will make an
entertaining start,
if read with great
caution and many a
suspecting glance”

He was exceptional. The
reputation of Theosophy in
the wider community was a
little more charged a century
ago. We can recall that the
school teacher Mr Bentham
“from Rathmines”, in Juno
and the Paycock, is the
theosophist responsible
for writing the will that
impoverishes the family
and who seduces and aban-
dons young Mary Boyle. He
is seen by the socialist Sean
O’Casey as a foppish, postur-
ing rogue, too clever by half,
who flees responsibility. No
genial kindness, no secret
wisdom, there.

In a short review I have
hardly room to discuss in
detail all that is included in
this briskly written book.
For an aspiring student
of the esoteric in Ireland
it will make an entertain-
ing start, if read with great
caution and many a suspect-
ing glance; and, of course,
the realisation that much
of what it says will have to
be unlearned.

on their way to China.

Peter Costello

e are all aware

of the great

importance of

ancient Irish
manuscripts to our knowl-
edge of the past and the
history of the peoples that
have lived in Ireland.

But the prominence
of the Book of Kells has
distorted this tradition.
The Book of Kells is a
liturgical set of the gospels,
but the text is unimportant
compared with its decora-
tions. The book is a work
of art, and it has become
one of the country»s great
tourist resources -- which
seems very strange as to
many of those who visit it
the nature of the text has
little or no meaning.

Irish manuscripts are
scattered around Europe. It
is a surprise to many that
an important manuscript
relating to St Columcille was
preserved in the monastery
Schaffhausen in distant
Switzerland -- an outcome
of the effect of the Irish
Diaspora.

Here at home the manu-
script with the most curi-
ous history is perhaps the
great Book of Lismore. This
was discovered in 1814 on
the reopening of a walled
up doorway in Lismore
Castle, the great Waterford
mansion of the Duke of
Devonshire. It is a magnifi-
cent book written on vellum
sheets of the largest size.
Along with it was found a
bishop’s crosier.

Like so many books of its
kind it contains a variety of
texts, the most important
in the eyes of some being a
collection of the lives of the
saints; but there was also
a romance Charlemagne,
a history of the Lombards,
and tales of Irish his-
tory. Among the texts was
also, surprisingly, a version
of the inner Asian travels of
Marco Polo, translated into
contemporary Irish.

The book was created
about 1460 for Finghin Mac-
Carthy and his wife Cathe-
rine Fitzgerald, the daughter
of Gerald, eighth Earl of
Desmond. The Marco Polo
text is of uncertain date as

Marco Polo and his party cross_ing the wilds in inner Asia

ancient Irish manuscripts

regards the translation into
Irish, but is a version of
the Latin text by Friar Fran-
cisco Pipino, created before
1322. It lacks, however, the
beginning and end, suggest-
ing that recording it was an
effort to preserve an inter-
esting text that had made
its way to Ireland, but was
damaged.

As it stands the text
describes Lesser Armenia,
Greater Armenia, Mosul, and
other places in the vicinity
of Persia. It breaks off after
a description of Abaschia.
This forms roughly pages
20-42 in the old Penguin
paperback translation.
In The Book of Lismore it
fills twenty pages of the
closely written Irish script,
which was later edited for a
German philological journal
by Whitely Stokes.

However, for the general
reader it was described by
Eugene O’Curry in his lectures
on the manuscript materials
of ancient Irish history, which
he gave in public in his role
as professor of archaeology
at Newman's university, the
first ever post of its kind in
these islands.

We all too often think of
the archives of Irish manu-
scripts as being impor-
tant to Irish affairs, but as
this version of Marco Polo
shows, this was not the case.

Medieval Irish lords
were as interested in the
wider world as they were
in their island’s past. All
kinds of materials unrelated
directly to Ireland, such as
Arthurian romances, inter-
ested them. But the narrative
of Marco Polo, when read
aloud to them, would have
carried them in their imagi-
nations off to distant Asia, at
much the same time indeed
as the same text in Italian was
inspiring the imagination of
Christopher Columbus.

Perhaps Ireland and its
leaders were more con-
nected with the greater
word than we sometimes
think. Such at least was the
opinion of Sir Henry Yule,
the great expert on the
intricacies of Polo’s travels
and Asia generally. Our pre-
sent day concerns about the
Middle East, India, and even
China, have deep roots.
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Remembering
MEMORIAM CARDS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
CARDS & NOTELETS

BOOKMARKS

Samples [ Information

KENNEDY PRINTERS

BANTRY, C0. CORK, IRELAND
Tel. 027 50102
www. kennedyprinters.ie
email: info@ kennedyprinters.je

Listen to

Confession Box

T,

T ——

Available now
on all major
podcast
streaming
services!

Wil the MSC Missions

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the
poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Contact:

MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel:021-4545704  Email: mfo@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

The Gift Of A Lifetime

Be there for others after you're gone.

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a

When you remember
Trécaire in your
Will, you bring hope

Challenging homelessness. Changing lives.

....

It's easy to get started, and we'll
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333,
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org
or write to me at Trécaire,
Maynooth, Co Kildare.

Celebration Concert marking 800 years of the
Rule and Life of the Franciscan Order & major
events in the life of St. Francis

Our Lacfy’s Choral

Society and Guests

T »

On Sunday Afternoon,
3rd November, 3.30pm
Adam & Eves
Franciscan Church,
Merchants Quay

Ami Hewitt, Soymno,
John Mo(foy, Baritone,
The National Sim(onia

Proinnsias O Duinn,
Conductor

Tickets €20 through
Eventbrite, FMU Shop,
Merchants Quay or

on the door.

All are Welcome

Mo L

Merchants Quay Ireland
Homeless & Drugs Services

A gift in your Will
to Merchants Quay
Ireland can be lifesa

Hundreds of men and women at their darkest hour,
come to Merchants Quay Ireland for food, showers and
support when there’s nowhere else to turn.

A gift in your Will in any amount, will change lives.
And we’'ll always remember your kindness.
You can decide a specific amount or give a percentage

after taking care of your loved ones. Even 1% is enough
to help.

All your solicitor will need is this:
=  Merchants Quay Ireland of 24 Merchants Quay,
Dublin 8
= Revenue CHY Number: 10311
= Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20026240

Just ring 01 5240139 if you’d like more information,
or to let us know about your legacy. Thank you for
the good you leave behind.

to people living in
the world's
poorest places

Trocaire

" YOUR LAST GIFT MEANS WE
" ARE ALWAYS FIRST THERE

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means
We Can Be First There When
Conflict and Crisis happen

meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or

bereavement without the care and support they need. One day, parents and their

children will tell the story
of how your legacy of love
changed their lives.

Thank you for considering a
gift to Trocaire in your Will.

Email Anna Sadlier at

anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those
who recommend frequent Communion to little
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model”

— Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

TheIrish Catholic

DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION  PRINT SUBSCRIPTION ROl + NI
1 month €7 3 months €65

3 months €20 6 months €105

1 year €60 1 year €199

® +353 (01) 687 4028

AUTUMN BREAKS - BOOK ONLINE, GET 5% OFF
(Selected dates/offers only)

© www.irishcatholic.com/shop

4 Nights DBB + Activities & Tours
27-31 October €399pp — or 3-7 Nov €399pp
No single supplement charge

Celebrate the Word of God daily with the

AGNIFICAT

prayer companion

Six months €35 | One year €62

Subscribe now to get Magnificat
i delivered to your door.

3 Nights DBB + Bridge Games/Clinics
13,14,15 Oct €319pp / 11,12,13 Nov €299pp

NEW At Knock House Hotel & Knock Shrine
4 Nights DBB + Retreat - 9-13th Dec €390pp
No single supplement charge

Tel 094 9388088 » www.knockhousehotel.ie
email: reservations@knockhousehotel.ie

+353 (01) 687 4024 - magnificat@irishcatholic.ie
www.irishcatholic.com

SERVICES

ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers,
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc.

Removed and disposed of in a proper manner. No
ioh too small or hin. Contact Tommv. 087 R40R015.

Classifieds:
01 687 4028
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Leisure time

We will pass on
the flame of faith.

For over 130 years,
The Irish Catholic has been a voice of hope
and inspiration for Catholics in Ireland.

For more information about leaving a
legacy to The Irish Catholic, phone 01 687
4028 or email info@irishcatholic.ie

TheIrish Catholic y

Leave a Lasting Legacy to
Rehab Group: Empower
others through your wiill.

RehabGroup

Across

1 Gymnastic act (10)

6 Use a spoon (4)

10 Becomes less colour-
ful (5)

11 Sheds (9)

12 Large breed of dog
(7)

15 Get down on your
knees (5)

17 Precipitation (4)

18 Detest (4)

19 Precise (5)

21 Bold, misbehaving (7)
23 Greek island (5)

24 Sport played on
horseback (4)

25 Cuticle (4)

26 Reasoning (5)

28 Protective compan-
ions (7)

33 Type of flag such as
that of the Irish or French
republic (9)

34 One who intimidates
people perceived as
weaker (5)

35 Travelled at high
velocity (4)

36 Oriental alternative to
cutlery (10)

Down

1 Out of danger (4)

2 Fictional milliner cre-
ated by Lewis Carroll
(3,6)

3 Take the test again (5)
4 Reserved, distant (5)

Gordius 687

6 |7 8

36

5 Overdue (4)

7 Flavour (5)

8 Formal expression of
opinion arising from a
meeting, often after a
vote (10)

9 A native of London (7)

13 Historic Peruvian na-
tive (4)

14 Easily broken (7)

16 Popular confectionery
(10)

20 & 21 Papal legates
(9,7)

22 Fragrant powder (4)
27 Cunning (5)

29 Sweet, sticky liquid
(5)

30 Heavenly path (5)
31 Each of the two (4)
32 Organs of sight (4)

SOLUTIONS, OCTOBER 24

GORDIUS No. 686
: Across :
: 1 Pod 3 Bolt upright 8 Castel Gandolfo 10 Eclat 11 Nooks 13 Hosta 15 Everest 16 Treacle 20 Scary 21 Ember 23
: Petra 24 Acoustic 25 Anorak 26 Subtropical 27 Ayr :
: Down :
: 1 Picket fence 2 Desolate 3 Bleat 4 Tigress 5 Radon 6 Gallon 7 Two 12 Safecracker 13 Husks 14 Array 17 Crite- :
: ria 18 Malachi 19 Absorb 22 Riser 23 Panel 24 Ass :

Investing in People, Changing Perspectives

Leaving a gift in your will to Rehab
Group enables people to pursue
opportunities, be more independent,
participate in society and live the life
of their choosing.

To learn more about the
difference your legacy will make.
Call: (01) 2057200

6(5|8|7|4|2(3]9 |1
Email: fundraising@rehab.ie cHANAAENERERLATRE
— 9|4l2]6]a|1]|5]8]7
2(3|1|5|7|8|(9|6 |4
9 6 4 8 3 9 7 4 7(8|4]12|6|9(1]5]|3
5 -T .“' : 5 9 7 2 1 5(6|9|3|1]|4(7]|2]|8
O g - 4|7 |5]|8|9|3[2]1]s6
i A 1 2 1 6 5 8|2(3|1|5|6|4|7]|9
1196|4278 |3]|5
8 4 |2 |6 3 75|83
i T, 6 1 8 3 3|e|7|o|1|5]|4l2]6
R L 5|o|2|4|6|8|1|7]3
? 5 7 |1 9 4 1 8 |9 4l1|6|3|2|7|8]|5]0
8 (3 |4|7|9|1|2]6]|5
For further enquiries contact: 3 7 6 7 1 6l2|9|8|s5|3|7]|1]4
Fundraising Department 705|1|2]4l6|3]|9]s
Rehab Group Head Office 5 5|18 |4 1 1708|6305 |42
10D Beckett Way, Park West Business Park, Dublin D12 K276 9la|s|1|8|2|6|3]7
Charity number: CHY 4940 215 416 |9 6 318 2lolalsl7]alelsl

Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20006716




40 | Comment |

The Irish Catholic, October 31, 2024

Notebook

Halloween and the worship of false gods

Like many of you reading this,
I remember Halloween nights of my
childhood with ‘Trick or Treating’,
songs, games, apples and monkey-
nuts. It all seemed innocent fun. But
things have changed. Today, cel-
ebrations of Halloween have taken
adarker turn that ranges from exag-
gerated decorations and costumes
in schools to clear evidence of the
rise of the occult in our culture.
Online, there is a virtual subculture
known as WitchTok. Content with
hashtag WitchTok now has a stag-
gering 30 billion views, consisting
mostly of young people teaching
their followers how to perform
various magic rituals. Last week,
in the French city of Toulouse, the
local archbishop consecrated the
city to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in
advance of a street performance
featuring satanic imagery that took
place there over the weekend.

Courageous

The courageous leadership of this
archbishop warns us against the
danger of complacency when it
comes to the powers of darkness
that Christ came to conquer. And
although his victory is certain
and complete, there are still rem-
nants of this darkness in our world

that the light of Christ needs to
repel. This happens through us
and through the Church. On the
day we were baptised, we were
entrusted with the light of Christ
through our parents, taken from
the paschal candle. This is the gift
of God’s life within us that either
dims or gets brighter. It is the light
that doesn’t just repel the dark-
ness but chases it too.

For us, this means that our
Christian witness never remains
the same. It’s like the love between
two people that is seldom static
but either gets stronger or weaker.
So too with the divine life within

us. It needs to be nourished and
fed (with prayer and the Eucha-
rist), healed (Confession, Anoint-
ing of the Sick) and shared (on
mission). As Jesus reminds us,
we are to be “light to the world”,
bearing his life of truth, goodness
and beauty to transform lives
including our own. At times this
light will need to be protected and
defended; at other times we need
to chase the darkness by challeng-
ing falsehoods, unjust laws, fac-
ing addictions and bringing love
where there is none.

For those who think this lan-
guage of battle is too dramatic,

r'.

Fr Billy Swan

St Paul reminds us: “For it is not
against human enemies that we
have to struggle against but the
principalities and the ruling forces
who are masters of the darkness
in this world, the spirits of evil in
the heavens” (Eph. 6:11-12). It is
the spiritual world where the real
battle is for it is from there that all
our words and actions arise.

Collapse

The collapse of Christianity in Ire-
land and in the West in recent dec-
ades is leaving a dangerous vacuum
that is not being left vacant but
being filled with other forms of
pagan spiritualty, religion and wor-
ship. There is evidence that Ireland
is ‘re-paganising’ or reverting to
the worship of false gods like it did
before we accepted the Christian
faith back in the 5th Century.
Ireland has experimented with
paganism and superstition before.
Moving away from the light of Christ
and into darkness is inevitably lead-
ing to a breakdown of civilisation,
the family and chaos in society in
general. It leads to confusion about
what is true and false, what is right
and wrong and a bleaker future for
our youth who are longing for hope.
The way things are going, far from it

being the established order to rebel
against, traditional Christian faith
is becoming the last countercul-
tural force that has the confidence
and resolve to resist this slide into
despair.

I conclude with recent words
of Pope Francis who said: “Our
secularised world is teeming with
magicians, occultism, spiritism,
astrologers and satanic sects. If
we Kkick the devil out the door, he
tries to return through the win-
dow. If we overcome him with
faith, he seeks to return through
superstition.” Let’s not be naive
about the presence and power of
evil. May all forms of darkness,
evil, deceit and worship of false
gods be dispelled by the true light
of Jesus Christ, risen from the dead
for “Whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness but have the light
of life” (John 8:12).
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The Little Way
Association

A bishop in Mozambique
badly needs funds to

construct a parish church

r ______ Cr;ss;d P_Os:nd_ch;}ue_s s;oua be_ se; an_d m_ade_ pa;ab; to:_ _____ X-

I THE LITTLEWAY ASSOCIATION

| Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR

| (Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466

I www.littlewayassociation.com

I lenclose €........ccccoeeeenen. to be allocated to:

| [T TO BUILD ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH, To d t r t

| Bishop Diamintino Antunes, Mozambique ( WWCJV ”gg?vai:;:sl:jaggn Som>
LT WELLS AND CLEAN WATER i )

I L TR HUNGRY, SICK, AND DEPRIVED DONATIONS FORTHE

L MASSES (please state number of Masses ....)

| We ask for a minimum of €7 or more for each Mass MISSIONS ARE SENTWITHOUT

P 7 LITTLEWAY ADMIN EXPENSES DEDUCTION FOR ANY

EXPENSES.

' Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement

|

| Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss) (Block letters please)

I ___________________________________________________________

| Address - - - - - - ___ e

Bishop Diamantino Antunes IMC of Tete in Mozambique
has written to The Little Way Association to tell us of the
situation in the new parish of St Martin de Porres in
Mpadue. A parish church will be an immense blessing to
this parish where Catholics now pray in the open air,
and Bishop Diamantino earnestly hopes The Little Way
can help him.

“Located in central Mozambique the population of the
diocese is estimated to be 3 million, of whom 700,000
are Catholics,” the bishop writes. “Evangelization began
here with the arrival of Jesuit Fathers in the sixteenth
century. The future parish church of St Martin is located
in the surroundings of the city of Tete. The people here
suffer from poor housing and much poverty, both
material and spiritual. Our Catholics have to pray under
trees in the parish grounds and there are many sects
here which prey on the faithful, making them false
promises of healing and prosperity.

“The new church will improve pastoral care and
provide a proper setting for the celebration of the
Eucharist, catechesis and formation meetings. The new
church, when finished, will make it possible to carry out
more effective religious and social work among the
children, young people and the poorest, in particular.

“May Saint Therese, whose great desire was always to
be childlike in her approach to God, inspire your
supporters in that spirit to give generously to our
appeal. I assure you that all donations will be much
appreciated and will help us greatly with this project”

Please can you help?

Every euro you send will be gratefully received, and
will be sent without deduction to Bishop Diamantino
in Mozambique, to build the parish church of St
Martin de Porres.

“A word or a smile is often
enough to put fresh life in a
despondent soul.” - St Therese

REMEMBER THE HOLY
SOULS IN NOVEMBER

If you wish to have Masses offered
for friends or loved ones who have
died, please send us a list of
intentions and a minimum stipend of
€7 (but more is very welcome) as an
offering to the priest who will
celebrate each Mass.

By helping poor priests in this way you
are aiding the work of the Church in
mission lands.

YOUR MASS IN THE MISSIONS

Our benefactors will be glad to know
that in addition to the daily Mass
offered for their intentions, Mass is
offered each day for all deceased
Little Way benefactors and friends.

CAN YOU HELP PROVIDE A
WELL?

The Little Way is constantly receiv-
ing requests for funds to sink wells
in order to provide clean water, the
lack of which causes much illness
and many medical needs. On
average, women in Africa and Asia
walk approx. three hours every day
to fetch water, often in scorching
heat.

Every euro you send will be sent direct.



