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God is making a huge comeback
with the young - PussyCat Doll Star

Exclusive

From fame to faith

Renata Milan Morales

“God is making a huge comeback with
the youth. It's so great... Catholics are
coming back to the Catholic Church,
like they’'ve never done before. It’s
astounding. We have to go fishing
because the youth are starting to see
the truth. They don’t know any differ-
ent,” said Kaya Jones in an interview
with The Irish Catholic. Her message to
the young is clear: embrace your inher-
ent value, seek community, and don’t
be afraid to stand up for your beliefs.

Speaking to this paper before her
appearance at the Rally for Life on July
6, former Pussycat Dolls singer, Kaya
Jones, opened up about her dramatic
life transformation from Hollywood
stardom to becoming a vocal advo-
cate for faith who has been awarded a
grammy for her gospel album.

Reflecting on her time with The Pus-
sycat Dolls, Kaya Jones talked about the
group’s image: “The band was very sex-
ual. Our name was sex. We sang about
sex. We looked like sex. It was like over-
kill.” This experience shows her per-
spective on the entertainment industry
and its impact on young people.

“The statistic for young women now is
heartbreaking. With suicide rates, PTSD,
depression, abortion has become a form :
of contraception,” Mrs Jones emphasises Kaya Jones pictured (left) during her time in the Pussycat Dolls. On the right: Kaya jones pictured with a young boy supporting the pro-life
cause during the Rally for life on July 6 in Dublin.

» Continued on Page 2
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God is making a
huge comeback
with the young -
PussyCat Doll Star

» Continued from Page 1
the power of prayer and the
importance of reading the
Bible. She encourages young
women to value themselves
beyond their physical attrib-
utes and to seek a deeper
understanding of their worth.
“You're more than just being
a beautiful girl... You are a
beautiful creation in God, he
has incredible plans for you to
prosper.”

Kaya Jones points out the
importance of self-worth
and faith in addressing men-
tal health issues. “We're not
meant to do life alone. So,
find community,” she advises,
adding that spiritual healing
played a crucial role in her
own recovery. She believes
that many mental health
issues have spiritual roots:

“Once it’s inside, you must do
homework with God. God can
do it, right? That’s what He’s
in to, the business of saving
lives and bringing those dead
to life.”

Ms Jones is currently work- :
ing on new music that blends :
her dance-electronic back- :
ground with spiritual themes. :
“I'm going back into dance :
electronic music, but this :
time adding Him. Because I :

think we have to go fishing.

We have to go get them,” she :
says, aiming to reach younger :
audiences who may not attend :

church.

O The full interview with

Ms Kaya Jones will be avail- :
able in next week’s issue and :

the video will be available on
www.irishcatholic.com

Dungarvan says

farewell to Bon

Secours nuns

Staff reporter

: 120 years of history came to an end at
: Carriglea outside Dungarvan on July 2,
: when the last nuns at the Bon Secours
. said their goodbyes to Dungarvan, the
¢ area that they had lived and worked in
: for 120 years.

It was reported that the sister chapel
was packed to capacity for a farewell
: Mass where the chief celebrant was
: the Bishop of Waterford and Lismore,
¢ Alphonsus Cullinan, who was joined at
: the altar by Msgr Willie Ryan PP (Dun-
garvan), Msgr Paddy Osbourne, Canon
* Brendan Crowley PE, Fr Conor Kelly, Fr
* Matt Cooney OSA , Fr John McEneaney

and Deacon Hugh Nugent.

Bishop Cullinan in his homily told
the packed congregation that “we have
come here to offer this Mass of thanks-
giving, to express our sincere gratitude
to the sisters for all they have done, for
all that you have done and to recount all
that the Lord has done through them and
through you, all those years of service to
countless people in need of care, special-
ist care”.

Continuing, Bishop Cullinan said “but
our celebration is marked with a drop
of sadness because we are saying fare-
well to the sisters, who are so close to
this community over the years. We are
recounting the story of women with a
vision who put their lives on the line in

their determination to make hope a con-
crete thing and to make a vision a reality.

In many ways, Bishop Cullinan said
this encompassed the values and ethos
of the sisters whose work was not lost in
busy schedules and workloads, but in the
daily care of each person before them.

In 2022 with the number of voca-
tions to the religious life having severely
dropped, the community with a heavy
heart made the decision to leave Carriglea
after 120 years and move to more suitable
living facilities as the convent in Carri-
glea was deemed too big for them to run,
but remained to have a presence in and
around the town of Dungarvan until now
with a small number of retired sisters.

SVP launches budget proposals as requests for services rise

Brandon Scott

The Society of St Vincent
de Paul (SVP) has set out
its recommendations for
the forthcoming budget
as it expects calls for
help this year to exceed
250,000 for the first time.
Last year SVP recorded a
quarter of a million calls
and from January to June
this year the number of
calls are 5% up on the same
period in 2023.

SVP has now called
on the Government to
deliver an equal and
inclusive Budget 2025.
Dr Tricia Keilthy, SVP
Head of Social Justice said
“The cost-of-living crisis
continues for people in
poverty - low pay, lack of
adequate income supports,

rising housing costs and
homelessness, deprivation
among refugees
and asylum seekers,
unaffordable childcare and
lack of transport are just
some of the challenges we
are facing.

“While these are
significant challenges,
we know with the right
policies Government can
make a difference and
SVP’s voice and analysis
can have an impact.
Government must offer
hope and show leadership
based on the values of
human dignity, social
justice, equality and
the collective good of
society. These values must
carry through beyond
Budget 2025 and into
the next Programme for

Deputy Editor: Chai Brady, chai@irishcatholic.ie

Multimedia Journalists:

Government.”

The SVP has 16 key
recommendations for the
forthcoming budget. Some
measures they include are:

* Increasing core social
welfare rates by €20.

* Improving access to
childcare for low income
families and support lone
parents at work.

* Providing every child
in homelessness access to
a support worker.

* Extending free
books to senior cycle and
increase the capitation
grant by 30%.

* Expanding the Fuel
Allowance to low income
working families.

* Investing in in-school
therapy supports for
children with additional
needs.

Pictured at the launch of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP) Budget submission
on July 9 are left to right: Nessan Vaughen, Chair SVP Social Justice Committee, Rose
McGowan, SVP National President and Dr Tricia Keilthy, SVP Head of Social Justice.
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1000 hot meals for peaple who are homeless and each
week 1400 Food Parcels for those on the poverty threshold,
Help Fr. Kevin Kiernan to continue

providing this caring service.

01 8720770

I T A .
Fr. Kevin or Monica

www.capuchindaycentre.ie

\_ Y,

and help us evangelise
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independent Catholic newspapers in Ireland and
the UK.
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premium newsletters and podcasts interviewing
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or call 01-6874028. We greatly appreciate your
support. Thank you.
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Galway nuns celebrate
375 years of Nun

The Poor Clare sisters, Galway pictu

Galway Corporation.

Chai Brady

The Poor Clares of Galway
hailed the support they have
received from the community
during their anniversary com-
memoration this week marking
375 years since they received
the iconic Nuns' Island site.
The then-called Galway
Corporation handed over the
site on July 10, 1649. This his-
toric grant, made under the
mayoralty of William Blake,
has been pivotal in the endur-
ing presence and mission of
the Poor Clares in Galway.
The nuns welcomed the cur-
rent Mayor of Galway, Clir
Peter Keane, for a visit on Mon-
day. The major had the unique
opportunity to view the original
deed of the land grant, which

is preserved in the archives
of the Galway Poor Clares.
ClIr Peter Keane expressed his
admiration and respect for
the longstanding dedication
and contribution of the Poor
Clares to the community say-
ing: “It's an absolute honour
and a privilege for me as Mayor
of Galway to be in the pres-
ence of the Poor Clare Sisters
on this historic occasion of the
375th anniversary of the grant-
ing of the petition of Mother
Mary Bonaventure Browne to
locate the order in what can
only be described as a spiritual
sanctuary in the heart of our
city and [ wish to extend my
thanks and congratulations to
the Poor Clares for all they con-
tribute to our wonderful city.”
The petition to the Corpora-

s’ Island

red with the Mayor of Galway Peter Keane at a
commemoration of the 375th anniversary of the granting of the Nun’s Island site by
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tion of the third Abbess of
Galway Mother Bonaventure
Browne for the “Island adjoining
the Bridge of Illaunaltenagh” in
1649 allowed the Poor Clares
to establish a convent and con-
tinue their mission of prayer,
contemplation, and service.

Sr Colette, Abbess of the Gal-
way Poor Clares, reflected on
the anniversary, saying, “This
375th anniversary is not only a
celebration of our past but also
an inspiration for our future.
The original deed isa testament |
to the faith and commitmentof |-
our forebears and areminderof ~ §
our enduring relationship with
the people of Galway. We are |
deeply grateful for the contin-
ued support of the community
and the recognition from Mayor
Keane.”
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Faith-filled Mickey Harte
steps down as Derry manager

Staff reporter

GAA legend Mickey Harte
(72) stepped down as Derry
senior football manager
after just under a year it was
announced on Monday.

Mr Harte, who has long
been open and outspoken
about his Catholic Faith,
was pictured just a few days
before the announcement
attending the Rally for Life in
Dublin [pictured right].

While Derry won the
McKenna Cup and the
National League they were
subsequently met with three
successive championship
defeats, to Donegal, Galway
and Armagh.

He said: “I have decided to
step down as manager of the
Derry Senior Football team. I
would like to thank the play-
ers for the huge commitment
they gave to the Derry jersey
during the 2024 season.

“I would also like to thank
Gavin and the entire back-

Roocd
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room team for their hard
work, dedication and exper-
tise. Thanks too for the sup-
port of the County Board and

< 4STARHOTELS
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all those generous sponsors
of the GAA in Derry. Finally,
I wish the players every suc-
cess in the years ahead.”
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Cork Councillors oppose motion to
remove prayer and crucifix from meetings

Brandon Scott and Chai
Brady

Two Cork City Councillors
have criticised a newly-
elected Social Democrat
Councillor’s motion calling
for the removal of the cru-
cifix in the chamber and
the discontinuation of the
prayer said before meetings.
One Councillor described it
as an orchestrated plan to
get the mainstream media
“whipped up” and “attack
the Church again”.

Speaking to The Irish
Catholic newspaper, Fianna
Fail Councillor Tony Fitzger-
ald, who has personally met
the Pope, confirmed that he
will vote to maintain the
prayer and that he would
also not be in favour of
removing the crucifix in the
chamber and said that he
has never been subjected to
complaints by members of
the public about its presence
during council meetings.

“This is not the first time
it has been raised in coun-

cil,” he said. “I will be vot-
ing to continue saying the
prayer and having the silent
reflection. I think it’s an
appropriate way of reflect-
ing before we start the
meeting. I would also not
be in favour of removing the
crucifix.

“It has not been raised
by the public, and since this
has been raised again a lot
of people have contacted
me to say they would pre-
fer it to stay so I would be
in favour of that. I don’t hear

any major outcry from the
public for its removal.”

Cllr Ken O’Flynn of the
Independent Ireland party
slammed the motion as
being an act of “posturing
beyond posturing” when
there are many other wor-
thy issues that, in his opin-
ion, merited recognition
over this one.

“We had a Councillor
who is newly elected who's
only in a wet week. This is
his first official meeting
after the AGM that we had

Iraq: ‘ISIS tried to

Chai Brady

Ten years after being driven from their
homelands by Islamic State (ISIS) mil-
itants thousands of Christians have
returned to houses in the Nineveh
Plains which have now been rebuilt,
according to Aid to the Church in Need
Ireland.

During an online conference organ-
ised by the Catholic charity, Nizar
Semaan, the Syriac Catholic Arch-
bishop of Adiabene in Northern Iraq,
said: “Words cannot describe what we
experienced 10 years ago, ISIS tried to

From Kenya to Kerry with love

eradicate us, but they failed. The peo-
ple here are like olive trees. You can
cut them, burn them, but after 10 or 20
years they will continue to give fruit.
They tried everything, but we remain,
and as a Church we do everything to
give a sign of hope.”

Though outright violence has
receded in Iraq, the Chaldean Arch-
bishop of Erbil, Bashar Warda, who
also took part in the conference, said
that the current threat of a regional
conflict involving Israel, Hamas, Leba-
non and even Iran has Christians on
edge, as they are aware that in these
situations, they often become out-

violent,” Archbishop Warda said.

The Syriac Catholic archbishop con- :
firms that ISIS itself no longer poses :
a serious threat to the Christian com- :

munity but tackling the mentality that : : ] N1t
: which aims to maintain the

: work the group has com-
: pleted on the reek over the
: past four years. A path that

gave rise to it is another question.
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Bishop Henry Juma Odonya 6f Kitale dibcese in Ke-nya is pidtufed during a pastoral visit to his two priests in Tralee
at Our Lady and St Brendan’s Church, on Sunday. Pictured before Mass are Fr Amos Ruto Surungai, Bishop Henry
Juma Odonya, Fr Valitas Barasa, Fr Padraig Walsh PP Our Lady and St Brendan’s Church and Brian O’Dowd. Photo:

John Cleary.

last month. The Council-
lor doesn’t know how pro-
cedures work in Cork City
Council. He’s put down a
motion and I'd say before he
even wrote the motion he
wrote the press release and
did all of the radio shows,
both local and national.”
Cllr O’Flynn is convinced
that the underlying objec-
tive of the motion is to whip
the media up into another
Church and state debate - a
debate that he believes was
settled in 1972 with the
removal of the “special posi-
tion” the Church enjoyed in

the Constitution.

“The entire motion is

built around Church and
state - that question was
answered in 1972 as far as
I'm concerned. It’s so farci-
cal and bizarre that this is
his first motion when there’s
such importantissues in our
city.

“If he’s an atheist, all
very well. Why do a piece of
wood and a figurine upset
him so much? This is pos-
turing beyond posturing.
It’s about trying to get the
mainstream media whipped
up and attack the Church
again,” he said.

The motion will once
again be debated in Sep-
tember.

Hundreds of pilgrims will
climb the 765 meters moun-
tain, Croagh Patrick, to pray
and participate in confes-
sions and Mass on July 28.
In the beginning of July,

age takes place, ‘The Croagh
Patrick Stakeholders’ group
launched the ‘Friends of
Croagh Patrick’ initiative,

. makes the climb “so much

Following St

eradicate us, but failed Patrick’s steps

right targets for fundamentalists or :
collateral targets in the wars of oth- :
ers. These divisions also continue to : Renata Milan Morales
manifest in the political sphere. “The :
tension is high between certain par- :
ties, very high, and it gives you the :
impression that something might hap- :
pen that you have to be careful about, :
and be well prepared, but right now :
we have not seen that conflict become :
: weeks before the pilgrim-

safer”, in the words of Mary
Walsh, Mayo Mountain Res-
cue.

The pilgrimage is linked
to Saint Patrick who spent
forty days and nights fast-
ing on the mountain in 441
AD, following the example
of Christ and Moses. This
year’s pilgrimage theme
is: ‘To pray for and hon-
our grandparents and the
elderly’, following Pope
Francis’ call.

Priests across the coun-
try are invited to minister
on Croagh Patrick for Reek
Sunday.

Matt Letourneau

i This
. Eireann will debate the
: new Protection of Children
: (Online Age Verification)
¢ Bill 2024, introduced by
: Senator Rénan Mullen last
: week. According to Mr Mul-
¢ len, “this Bill would require
: online providers of porno-
: graphic material to carry
: out strict age verification
: to ensure that U-18s cannot
1 access their material.”

Thursday, Seanad

The proposed Bill is in

: response to the formula-
¢ tion of Coimisitin na Mean’s
: Code and Rules on pornog-
: raphy, which is still open to
¢ consultation. Although the
¢ Code includes age verifica-
: tion requirements, it does
* not “make robust age veri-

%New Bill combats
‘underage porn
consumption

fication procedures manda-
tory for online providers of
pornography,” according to
Mr Mullen.

Therefore, the Bill com-
bats this with seven points.
The Bill would obligate
internet service and app
providers to ensure that
minors can’t access pornog-
raphy, require age verifica-
tion processes, require State
ministers to create a list or
class of documents that
require age verification,
allow third-party organisa-
tions to run age verification
procedures, make service
and app providers liable
for failing to apply meas-
ures, allow legal defence
for providers and require
the secure storage of age
verification data.
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've often wondered

what it is like to expe-

rience a vocation as a

cloistered nun, and
now I think I understand
what it’s all about. Cathe-
rine Coldstream is an Eng-
lishwoman who grew up
in a somewhat Bohemian
household, and after her
father died, she felt adrift
in the world.

In her twenties, she
became a Catholic and
was then drawn to join a
Carmelite order at Aken-
side Priory in Northum-
berland. She was not
only seeking God; but the
“intensity of the cloister”,
and the “spirit and char-
ism” in the tradition of St
Teresa of Avila and St John
of the Cross.

This was the 1990s and
for twelve years, Cath-
erine lived the Carmelite
life, discarding all earthly
concerns. She learned
to practice the ‘soli-
tude, silence and intense
prayer’ of life behind the
grille: she felt glad of that
grille, and in her bare cell,
Catherine found a sense
of sanctuary. Clothed in
white to be professed as a
Bride of Christ was a ritual
of great meaning.

66 Nuns were,
even in the 1990s,
adapting to the
changes ordered
by Vatican 2,

and there were
tensions between
the old traditions
and the new
changes”

I can see exactly what
calls women (and of course
men) to this monastic life:
there is something serene,
even reassuring, about
the detachment from the
hurly-burly of the world
and submitting oneself to
‘God’s inscrutable will’.

I can see that the notion
of effacing oneself, letting
go, and following a disci-
pline set down over the
centuries, can almost be a
relief from the ego-driven
struggle of everyday life.

And yet the modern
world did intrude into the
monastic one, as Catherine
tells it in her remarkable
recent memoir, Clois-
tered. Nuns were, even in

"-

S’ - Mary Kenny

the 1990s, adapting to the
changes ordered by Vatican
2, and there were tensions
between the old traditions
and the new changes.

Rules

The old rules had been very
austere: the sisters had to
have a chaperone even see-
ing visitors from behind
the grille, and they were
not permitted a cup of tea
at breakfast - only sugared
water. No news media pen-
etrated the priory- until
the death of Princess Diana
in 1997, announced by the

[

Picture caption: An
American visitor

Prioress to an astonished
assembly of sisters.

66 We cannot
but feel awe

for anyone who
has committed
their time to the
discipline of the
cloister”

There were also per-
sonality clashes within the
monastery, and after those
12 years, Catherine literally

greets cloistered Carmelites at
the Church of St Joseph and St
Teresa of Avila in Havana, Cuba.

(CNS photo/Tom Tracy)

]
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A bishop’s beautiful daughter

ran away. Other sisters left
as well; some had psycho-
logical breakdowns; some
came out as gay.

Catherine herself even-
tually married, contentedly.
And yet, she feels that she’s
“still a Carmelite inside”: it
was such an intense experi-
ence that it will always be
with her, as is her sense of
the presence of God.

I'd never have made a
nun - the vow of obedience
is far too difficult, as Cath-
erine Coldstream found. Yet
I envy the experience of the
cloister. It seems to have
such a profound impact on
the personality. It is such a
contrast to the clamour of
our everyday lifestyles, that
we cannot but feel awe for
anyone who has committed
their time to the discipline
of the cloister.

ere was a flower-
ing of Ukrainian
art in the 1920s
when, after the
tumult of the First World
War and a brief period of
Ukrainian independence,
talented artists emerged,
mixing national and peas-
ant traditions with mod-
ernist trends like Cubism.
Mykailo Boichuk, Olek-
sandr Bohomazov and Ivan
Padalka were among the
best-known of these art-
ists, and Boichuk, gave his
name to a Ukrainian school
of painting.

Come the 1930s and
Stalin embarked on a
killing-spree of anyone he
deemed ‘nationalist’, ‘bour-
geois’, ‘cosmopolitan’ or any
other label he gave to those

The strange attraction
of a nun s cloiste

who deviated from his own
Communist brand. Boichuk
was executed along with
Padalka and another gifted
artist, Vasyl Sedliar. Some of
their work was also deliber-
ately destroyed.

With their stunning use
of colour, fusing a rural
past with 20th century
abstracts, these art works
are now recognised as a
vital part of Ukraine’s cul-
ture and history. An exhibi-
tion currently showing at
London’s Royal Academy
in Piccadilly focuses on this
Ukrainian art, and it would
be great to see it brought to
Ireland. Many young people
in Irish education now have
a Ukrainian heritage or con-
nection with that country.

ROME, SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO & ALBA ADRIATI(A
17 SEPTEMBER | 7 NIGHTS | FROM DUBLIN |

ROME, ASSISI & SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO
25 SEPTEMBER | 7 NIGHTS| FROM DUBLIN |

BENEVENTO, SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO & ASSISI
2 OCTOBER | 7 NIGHTS| FROM DUBLIN |

r Justin Welby, as Archbishop of Canter-
bury and head of the Anglican church,
has sometimes been criticised for
being too worldly - he was in business
before getting ordained. Paul Morland, the Brit-
ish demographer, has even criticised the Church
of England for not being sufficiently pro-natalist.

But now Dr Welby has made an affecting dis-
closure about how he and his wife had to resist
pressure from doctors to encourage an abortion,
when their unborn daughter was diagnosed with
dyspraxia (difficulties with co-ordination).

He told the Synod that medics underlined
how expensive - and undesirable - a disabled
child would be. The Welbys defied the medical
advice and now cherish their precious daughter
Caroline. Dr Welby urged the new Labour govern-
ment to ensure that this does not happen on the
NHS, and to support disabled children and their
parents. Good for him.

SEEING WHOLE

You are warmly invited to
Seeing Whole
with Teilhard de Chardin

(@teilharddechardinforall.com

Refresh your faith in the
Christian mysteries in an
exciting new way.

Discover how to love and
honour Christ through the

universe, as we now know it.
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*  Return flights from Dublin
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Lone parent women in
limbo as Govt eviction
deadline passes

Renata Steffens

The deadline for female lone-parent asy-
lum seekers living in direct provision
who received eviction letters was last
Friday, July 5. Grainne Kilcullen, Head
of Programmes for ActionAid, told The
Irish Catholic “there has been an ad hoc
follow up approach by IPAS to the evic-
tion notices.”

She explained that some of the
women being evicted received a second
letter last week stating their cases are
under review and they will be contacted
again in a few weeks with updates.

The exception to the evictions was
applied to those aged over 65 and those
with significant medical or welfare
needs. On June 26, the charity ActionAid
released a statement urging for single

parents to be included in the exceptions.

For Ms Kilcullen the problem is that
these women were told to integrate “as
the Minister [Roderic O’Gorman] has
said in parliamentary questions and
that [the evictions] is undermining all
the efforts that they have made to inte-
grate”.

Ms Kilcullen said that out of “over
5,000 people given the right to remain
in Ireland in 2024”, 3,004 people were
sent letters of eviction. The number of
women and children was not provided,
but Ms Kilcullen believes they are “a
substantial amount”.

Some of the women the charity works
with “got a phone call to say they will
not be transferred at this time as there
isn’t any room in emergency accommo-
dation”, while another mother was told

she and her children would be reallo- : :

. ¢ lycraigy estate, has targeted
cated to Co Cork, but r.ecellyed a lette_r a } Saveral families in the area
few days after that saying “the deadline : over recent days and weeks.

for her to leave her current IPAS centre It's believed their aim is to

has been extended to July 18.”

Some have been in Ireland ten years,
seven years”.

She also explained that these women : «jjster’ and other flags were
“are also on the housing list and have :
been looking for help from their local :
councils in Wicklow, Cork and Mayo : 1~ . . ege o
but have not received enough support : B]_Shop anIteS pOllt]ClanS

to help them find independent accom- :

modation.”

High Court judge: only ‘by the grace
of God’ are children in Tusla alive

Matt Letourneau

Amid a shortage of Tusla special care
beds, the Child Law Project (CLP) pub-
lished 70 reports this Monday, detailing
cases of horrifying situations for vulner-
able children in State care. In one report,
a High Court judge stated that it was only
“by the grace of God” that these children
are still alive.

Special care orders are given to chil-
dren who need protection or are at risk.
However, there are only three special
care facilities with just 15 of the 26
accommodations operational due to a

lack of trained staff. Therefore, minors
are forced to wait weeks for a free bed.
The CLP reports many shocking situa-
tions arising from this waiting period. In
one instance, a teenage girl with the cog-
nitive ability of a 10-year-old was alleg-
edly sexually trafficked and exploited
while in State care. At one point, the girl
called her guardian ad litem (GAL) - a
court-appointed guardian - two hours
away from her residence at 11 pm, say-
ing she was “cold and hungry.” The GAL
reported that she believed the girl was
being forced to make inappropriate
videos for men, saying, “there were no
words to describe the girl’s plight and

despair.”

working group to urgently address the
needs of children in care.”

AHigh Court judge said, “This is a tsu-
nami about to reach shore, and nothing
is being done.”

Antrim gang targets
Catholics and migrants

Staff reporter

An LVF-linked gang respon-
sible for a sectarian attack on

: the new home of a nine-year-
: old disabled boy in Antrim
: has also carried out a series
¢ of attacks on properties.

The gang, based in the Bal-

: drive foreign workers from

She is in limbo again, does not kKnow : (o area in order to force the

where she will be transferred to, mak- : reallocation of their homes to

ing it very difficult for her to buy school : people from the area.

materials”, Ms Kilcullen said. “All the :
women we work with are lone parents : ymid rising tensions in

and have gotten their status to remain. : Aptrim in the run-up to the

: 12th.

The latest incident comes

In recent days Union,

put up close to St Comgall’s

Catholic Church, which is
within view of the town’s
PSNI station.

Several homes in the Bally-
craigy area have come under
sectarian and racist attacks in
recent days.

A family was forced to flee
their Craig Hill home after
windows and a parked car
were smashed before mid-
night last week.

A poster has also been
put up on a pole close to the
property bearing the mes-
sage: “Attention landlords,
NIHE, landlords, we have had
enough of undesirables and
immigrants being placed in
our community. The time
has come for locals only....
no multiculturalism, no sex
offenders. Action will be
taken.”

: Staff reporter

: Speaking to The Irish Cath-
¢ olic at the Rally for Life in
: Dublin, Bishop Alphonsus
: Cullinan said politicians had
A statement from The Irish Associa- : opengd the f'loodgate.s' to
tion of Social Workers (IASW) outlines : Ebortlon deﬁplte promising
their concern for the children and calls : repeatedly” that it would

for two possible actions to “halt this be "safe, legal and rare”.

spiral of poor practice.” They demand: : things about that. They are

“The urgent enactment and implemen- : not safe for the baby and

tation of The Child Care (Amendment) : they are certainly not rare.

Bill 2023” and the establishment of : paye courage to face reality

an “interdepartmental working group : and to revisit that decision.
: It is over 10,000 now per
: year. This is a tragedy. This
¢ is so much pain and suffer-
: ing that is being multiplied
: on women, on men, on fam-

“Well 1 would say two

. to review abortion decision

ilies and the unborn them-
selves who are not getting
the chance to live. That is
an injustice. That is the first
injustice to deprive some-
body of their right to life.”
He also challenged
the media to publish the
truth about abortion. “The
number of abortions has
increased by 250% since the
floodgates opened on the
first of January 2019 and
it’s in no media outlet apart
from a tiny few like The Irish
Catholic and Gript etc. The
main media outlets are not
taking up the story. Some-
body has got to speak up for
the unborn. People are just
being kept in the dark.”

Bishop Crean’s two-year exploration makes landfall
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Twenty-four people from Cloyne Diocese, who graduated from a course in adult faith formation and ministry, are pictured in Mallow, Co. Cork. The Koinonia Programme is a two-year

anFFJ o
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in-person course for adults in Cloyne diocese who wish to explore questions of theology, liturgy, spirituality and pastoral ministry. Also included in the photo are Bishop William Crean
and Fr Gerard Condon, the programme director. A new enrolment for the programme will take place in September. For more information email: cloynemissionministry@gmail.com



“Everything is connected”: changing future
osenerations’ fate with today’s farming techniques

Rising temperatures, endless
droughts and devastating
floods - an unrelenting cycle
of extreme weather is pushing
communities in Malawi into
deadly hunger. But thanks to
innovative new climate-smart
farming techniques, local
farmers can protect their
families and livelihoods from
the catastrophic effects of
the climate crisis for years
to come.

wi, farmer and father, Kosi-

masi has been struggling with
the increasing consequences of
climate change for many years.
Unprecedented levels of rainfall
have eroded the land and swept
away his fishing ponds — the source
of his family’s food, income and
security for the future. Poverty and
the growing risk of life-threatening
hunger became a terrifying reality.

Adapt, rebuild, thrive

Kosimasi knows that the rains will
continue to come, and the land that
generations of his family have relied
on for their livelihood will continue
to erode, with devastating impacts.

In the Neno District of Mala-

But with support, his whole commu-
nity is now beginning to build resil-
ience, and overcome the catastrophic
effects of climate change. Kosimasi
says, “We learned from Concern
Worldwide that nature has changed
and we should change our farms.”

Having worked in Malawi for 21
years, Concern’s climate-smart
agriculture  programmes  have
taught local farmers new irrigation
methods and farming techniques,
like how to dig swales and stabilise

Kosimasi, a fish farmer, stands in front of a pond in Samu village,
Malawi, where he and his community are fighting the terrible effects
of climate change. Photo: Chris Gagnon/Concern Worldwide

“Everything is connected. We are using the fish
pond to irrigate our crops on the land, and we
are using the same crops to make the feed for
the fish. We are not devastating the environment,
we are busy taking care of the environment.”

Kosimasi, Malawi

dams, to improve rainwater run-
off. Essential tools, such as water
drums and slashers, as well as solar
panels, are helping to protect crops
from soil erosion, increase harvest
yields, and offer new opportunities
for climate-resilient farming. By
working with the environment, Ko-
simasi is building a positive, lasting
connection between the land and
the families that rely on it for food.

In the past, the ponds Kosimasi and other farmers worked on would
be swept away by flooding. Photo: Chris Gagnon/Concern Worldwide

A global connection

Unfortunately, Kosimasi’s story is
an all too familiar one. Around the
world, millions of people are being
impacted by changes to the climate
and environment. In Malawi, where
the land supports 80% of the popu-
lation’s livelihoods, climate shocks
such as floods and droughts are push-
ing people to the brink of survival.

Here in Ireland, the effects of the
climate crisis are starting to become
more evident, with increased rainfall
and flooding. But in Malawi, where
farmers like Kosimasi are on the
climate frontline, adverse changes in
climate are severely disrupting the
natural balance of seasons that farmers
have relied on for generations. Con-
secutive harvests are being destroyed,
giving families no time to recover
and no relief from the devastation.

As experts warn that more intense
and more frequent droughts, floods

THE LASTING
LEGACY OF TOOLS

AND TRAINING

Through the generosity of legacy
donors, Concern Worldwide is able
to support vulnerable communities
now and for years to come with the

vital tools and training they need.

é

TECHNOLOGY

Rather than irrigating land by hand

with buckets and cans, farmers can

use solar powered water pumps and
save time for other vital tasks.

L

¢
IRRIGATION

Through innovative irrigation
training, such as how to dig swales to
protect dams, farmers can continue
to grow crops, even during droughts.

'ilg
TRAINING
With support, farmers are trained
in organic fertiliser-making — a
sustainable way to grow crops

multiple times a year, with readily
available products.

and shocks are to come, millions are
already being left without enough
food to eat — and future generations
are more vulnerable than ever.

Building resilience

Through kind donations, including
gifts in Wills, Concern is supporting
climate adaptation, helping to
provide the long-term support
farmers like Kosimasi need to
prepare for the future. It’s a vital
connection between the work that
can be done to adapt now, and the
legacy of a more secure future for
generations to come.

And the long-term impacts are
already evident. Thanks to the tools
and training he received, Kosimasi’s
fish farming business has flourished,
and he has also begun harvesting
crops several times a year. The deter-
mination of farmers like him is pro-
tecting families from life-threatening
hunger, now and into the future.

A growing impact
“Everything is connected,” Kosima-
si beams, as he explains how he was
able to make fertiliser for the beds of
his fishing ponds. His ponds keep the
land irrigated with nutrient-packed
water, which helps to grow maize
used to make fish feed. These new
techniques have also meant Kosimasi
can sell his fish and harvests at mar-
ket, raising an income to build a new
house for his family, and send his
daughters to school. And, most im-
portantly, his family is no longer hun-
gry thanks to their improved diets.

A powerful and sustainable way
to support Malawi is with a gift in
your Will.

Through support from Irish donors,
almost 40 farmers are now dedicat-
ed to conserving the Sayamika river
and surrounding land, which means
Kosimasi’s whole community is no
longer at risk of deadly hunger.

A lasting legacy

For many of Ireland’s most
compassionate people, playing
a part in protecting the lives of
future generations starts with
leaving a gift in their Will. A crucial
source of support, this life-saving
gesture can give communities the
training and tools they need to
recover and adapt — and connect
us all to a brighter future.

While climate change might be
inevitable, through one act of
kindness — choosing to leave a gift
in your Will — you can make an
extraordinary change. By leaving a
legacy, you can help ensure every
one has the tools and support they
need to fight the effects of the
climate crisis, so they can thrive in
a world without hunger.

Discover how you can support
families to adapt and survive.
Together, we can fight for a
future without deadly hunger.

“That my support will
help create incredible
change, even when
I’m gone, makes me
so proud.”

Eileen, Co. Limerick

Learn how you can help to protect families against climate change

To receive your free brochure about leaving a gift in your Will to Concern,

please contact Siobhan O’Connor today.

Phone: 01 417 8020 E-mail: siobhan.oconnor@concern.net

CoNCERN

worldwide

Registered Revenue Number: CHY 5745
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Some men are toxic but
masculinity in general is not

David Quinn

en ought to call

out one another’s

misogyny, accord-

ing to Taoiseach
Simon Harris. Speaking in the
Dail last week on the topic
of male violence against
women, he remarked: “It is
incumbent on men to take
leadership positions and not
allow the worst of us to speak
for the rest of us”.

He added: “Every time
we see or hear misogynistic
behaviour or commentary,
we need to call it out. Do not
stay silent. Silence can be per-
ceived as agreement.”

The Taoiseach made his
comments during a debate in
the Dail prompted by recent

high-profile cases of violence
against women.

These cases have brought
back to the fore discussion of
so-called ‘toxic masculinity’,
that is, male behaviour that is
bullying, entitled, sexist and
sometimes violent. Everyone
can agree that the foregoing
list of behaviour is toxic by
any reckoning.

But sometimes the discus-
sion about ‘toxic masculin-
ity’ goes much further afield
to take in male behaviour,
or expectations about male
behaviour, that few could
reasonably call ‘toxic’.

For example, in 2021 in
‘Psychology Today’, one of the
leading magazines in its field,
a writer set out certain social
norms that he believes are
behind “toxic masculinity”.

These include: “A man
should suffer physical and
emotional pain in silence; A
man shouldn’t seek warmth,
comfort, or tenderness; A
man should only have the
emotions of bravery and
anger. Any other emotions

are weaknesses. Weak-
ness is unacceptable; a man
shouldn’t depend on anyone;
asking for help is also weak;
a man should always want to
win, whether in sports, work,
relationships, or sex.”

Behaviour

Some of the behaviours listed
above are merely forms of
stoicism, that is, the ability to
accept life’s challenges with-
out complaint. There are also
plenty of stoical women.

But the writer of that arti-
cle seems to have in mind
mainly what used to be called
‘the strong, silent type’, that
is, the sort of man you could
rely on in a crisis, a man able
to control his emotions and
make good decisions under
pressure. Men like that would
be slow to show weakness
because then people might
lose faith in them and in their
ability to handle tough situa-
tions. There is nothing wrong
with this and much that is
commendable, and there is
nothing wrong with a man

THIS SUMMER, EXPLERE IRELAND S
RICH MYTHOLAGY!

GALE PRICE: €65 + 5 P&P

Gift wrapping available

CURRACHEC

01-6874025 | Sales@columba.ie

being competitive, so long as
he is also fair in how he goes
about winning.

There is a reason that so
few romantic male heroes
from the novels cry a lot, are
bad under pressure and lack
ambition; women are gener-
ally not attracted to such men.

So, we must be careful
not to categorise all stereo-
typically male behaviour as
“toxic” or else suspect. If men
in general are naturally com-
petitive, why would you tell
them to act against their own
natures?

66 We simply
want these traits
to be properly
and constructively
channelled, while
also targeting
behaviour that is
genuinely toxic”

We are in fairly deep
waters here, admittedly,
because nowadays it is con-
troversial to say there is
typically male or female
behaviour. Instead, we are
encouraged to believe that
male and female behaviour
is all learnt, and that there is
no innately male or female
nature as such. Therefore, the
only reason men are often
very competitive, or more
drawn to physical risk-taking,
or to working with objects
like machines, as opposed
to with people, is because of
how we raised and shaped by
social expectations.

But do we really want to
live in a world where male
competitiveness and risk-
taking is discouraged? No, we
simply want these traits to be
properly and constructively
channelled, while also tar-
geting behaviour that is genu-
inely toxic, above all bullying
of any kind, and especially
anything involving violence.

By stigmatising stereo-
typically male behaviour, we
will simply alienate men and
especially young men, who
are still finding their feet in
society and are seeking posi-
tive male role models, who
are often simply absent.

One reason why the Cana-
dian psychologist and com-
mentator Jordan Peterson is
so popular with young men
is because he tells them that
typically male behaviour is
not toxic in itself, but he also
tells them that they need to
grow up and take responsi-
bility for their lives and to
behave well towards other
people.

The main reason he is so

Dr Jordan Peterson. Credit: Adam Jacobs

controversial in certain circles
is because he attacks forms
of feminism that do appear
to stigmatise stereotypically
male behaviour and stray into
a reverse form of sexism.

It is also far better that
young men looking for a bit
of direction in life turn to
the likes of Peterson than to
someone like Andrew Tate,
the social media influencer,
who does encourage the
worst and most sexist behav-
iour in men. (Tate is cur-
rently under investigation for
human trafficking and rape).

Relationships

But is male behaviour get-
ting better or worse toward
women, generally speak-
ing? Are men more sexist or
less so than in the past? Are
they more likely to abuse a
woman, sexually or physi-
cally, or less so?

It is probably the case that
men are less sexist and more
willing to treat women as
equals than once upon a time.

But the rise of ‘no-strings
attached sex’ from the 1960s
on means that men are almost
certainly more likely to see
women in purely transac-
tional terms from a sexual
point of view because they
don’t have to be a relation-
ship with a woman, much
less married to her, in order
to have sex with her. Women
can also view sex in purely
transactional terms (that is,
detached from the emotions),
but men appear more likely
than women to approach sex
in this way.

In turn, this helps explains
why a lot of women feel dis-

respected after casual sex
even where there is full and
proper consent, and certainly
the high number of abor-
tions does not speak of a cul-
ture in which there are good
relations across the board
between the sexes.

66 Men and

women must

treat each other

as equals. That
ought to go without
saying. They must
respect each other
and never regard
another person as
a means to an end”

The sheer prevalence of
hard-core porn can’t be help-
ing either. Has any man ever
come away from watching
porn with a greater sense
of respect towards women
afterwards?

Men and women must
treat each other as equals.
That ought to go without
saying. They must respect
each other and never regard
another person as a means to
an end. To put it even more
simply, ‘Do unto others as
you would have them do unto
you'.

Simon Harris is correct to
say that men should call out
genuinely toxic behaviour in
one another, but men in gen-
eral should not be demonised
and nor should most of the
stereotypically male traits of
the sort listed in that Psychol-
ogy Today article.
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When God and politics collide

Martina Purdy

s I crossed the

Boyne Peace

Bridge, en route to

the pro-life rally in
Dublin the other day, an old
tale sprang to mind: King
Billy, fresh from the bat-
tle, was crossing the river,
when the boatman asked:
“Who won?” And King Billy
retorted: “Why do you care?
You will still be a boatman”.
These days, I'm almost afraid
to ask who won.

There’s been a battle roy-
alein France, with a surprise
victory for the left, and pre-
dictable drama in Britain
where voters took their
bloodless revenge on the
Conservative Party. In the
north of Ireland, the biggest
surprise was the toppling
of Ian Paisley Jr by a former
unionist ally and the near
defeat of another DUP stal-
wart in East Derry by Sinn
Fein.

[lost count of the number
of times the word ‘change’
was spoken, ruefully by
unionists, and enthusiasti-
cally by Labour ministers
- full of promises after a
loveless landslide.

Let’s face it: the prom-
ise of change is not always
welcome. Change can be
very stressful. Even positive
change - such as going on
holiday - stresses us out.

Change

It’s one of the infuriating
things about the Lord - He
is always doing something
new. But at least you can
trust the Lord with your life.
Can you say the same about
our political masters?

The new British Prime
Minister, Sir Keir Starmer, is
personally committed to a
change in the law, allowing
euthanasia. So brace your-
self for a policy of assisted
dying in the National Health
Service (how will we tell
some might say?). Even Rishi
Sunak, his conservative pre-
decessor, said he was not
opposed to the idea of a new
euthanasia law.

There was a time when
pensioner’s prime fear from
government shifts was a
demise in their pensions.

I do hope the great reset
in Anglo-Irish relations is
not a mutual embrace of
death. Here in Ireland, the
Joint Committee on Assisted
Dying has recently recom-
mended the Irish govern-
ment legislate on assisted

dying.

Counting begins at the UK general election count in the
Titanic Exhibition Centre, Belfast (Image: Kelvin Boyes /
Press Eye)

Of course, assisted dying
would be limited to those
who have between six and
12 months to live - but how
long will the limits last?
Abortion was supposed to
be “rare” but a change in the
law has opened the flood-
gates.

66 Mainstream
politicians

from across the
political spectrum
on both sides of
the border - and
the Irish sea - are
embracing all
kinds of strange
doctrines”

Bishop Kevin Doran, in his
homily at the Right to Life
Mass in St Saviour’s Priory,

made a connection between
abortion and euthanasia, as
some of the arguments are
similar.

Perhaps the most press-
ing question after an elec-
tion should not be “Who
won?” but rather: “Why are
politicians so keen to kill off
the electorate?

No bugle was sounded in
this battle, and many of us
are sleepwalking through
this cultural war which is an
assault on long-held values.

Mainstream politicians
from across the political
spectrum on both sides of
the border - and the Irish
sea - are embracing all kinds
of strange doctrines, not
just regarding abortion and
euthanasia, but the notion
that a child can be born in
the wrong body, that dis-
sent is hate speech, that
drag queen story hour for
children is just panto and
the list goes on.

©6 No bugle was sounded in
this battle, and many of us

are sleepwalking through this
cultural war which is an assault
on long-held values”

The Marian
Movement of Priests

Jf.}

ﬁ

National Cenacle

Will start in
The Parish Church, Knock
on Saturday, 3rd August, 2024.
12.00 pm
Please bring a packed Lunch
All Welcome

Values
A voter’s world view and val-
ues can no longer be neatly
tied to a party label, con-
servative or liberal, Fianna
Fail or Fine Gael, left or right.

This was illustrated in a
headline which appeared in
The Catholic Herald on the
eve of the July 4 Westmin-
ster poll. “You know British
politics is out of kilter when
George Galloway appears a
feasible Catholic option.”

Galloway - a political
maverick (to put it mildly)
- transitioned from Old
Labour to the Workers Party
of Britain. He now describes
himself as “socialist and
socially conservative”. Gal-
loway endorsed Catholic
social teaching and declared
his love for Jesus “with all
my heart”.

Galloway - who just lost
a seat to Labour that he
had only just taken in a by-
election in February - has
long been a controversialist.
Perhaps embracing Jesus is
what now passes for dis-
sension in British politics,
where a Labour spin-doctor
once told former prime min-
ister Tony Blair: “We don’t
do God".

They certainly don't,

based on their attitudes to
life and death.

66 ‘It’s the union,
it’s the union, it’s

the union,’ a Paisley
stalwart declared at
the DUP’s election
launch. 'm afraid it’s
much more serious
than that”

North of the border, we
are distracted by sham fights
over which flag is over the
door, when the real battle is
a cultural one. The issue now
surely is what kind of society
do we want to live in? “It’s
the union, it’s the union, it’s
the union,” a Paisley stal-
wart declared at the DUP’s
election launch. I'm afraid
it’s much more serious than
that.

Safeguarding

What is the point of safe-
guarding the union if citi-
zens are not free from
dangerous laws? Indeed
what is the point of a united
Ireland, a nation once again,
if it does not cherish life?
There’s a renewed call for
a pan-unionist front - but
surely safety lies in build-
ing bridges with those who
share core values on life and
liberty.

None of the Sinn Fein or
SDLP MPs elected from the
Catholic tradition in the
north are pro-life. Of those
who will take their seats,
64% are pro-life and all are
unionists.

As the Battle of the Boyne
is marked this Twelfth of
July, there are indeed far
more pressing questions
than who won the battle.

©0 What is the point of
safeguarding the union if citizens
are not free from dangerous
laws? Indeed what is the point of
a united Ireland, a nation once
again, if it does not cherish life?”

Help us to safeguard our future so that
the hospice can be there for patients
and families when they need us.

Lets make a difference together!

To sign up, please contact Pamela on 01-8327535
or join online at www.sfh.ie

St. Francis Hospice, Station Road, Raheny, Dublin D05 E392 Tel: (01) 832 7535
St. Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown, Dublin D15 DE98 Tel: (01) 829 4000
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Gender identity issues in schools
and government inaction

Dualta Roughneen

ith Enoch Burke

after having

spent over 400

days in jail for
refusing to abide by a court
order, related to his initial
refusal to comply with a
request/instruction to refer
to a pupil by their preferred
pronouns at Wilson’s Hospi-
tal Secondary School, teach-
ers and school administrators
remain in the dark as to what
is expected of them in rela-
tion to this sensitive and dif-
ficult topic.

Despite the reality that
every secondary school and
an increasing number of pri-
mary schools are being met
with requests by pupils to be
referred to by their preferred
gender identity which does
not align with their biological
sex, the government remains
silent in terms of any guid-
ance on the matter.

From conversations with
teachers, the decision across
the board seems to be to that
the chosen approach is to
acquiesce and comply with
such requests. Teachers and
school patrons are placed
in an invidious position and
the chosen response is a logi-
cal one from the perspective
of self-preservation and the
path of least resistance.

Guidelines

It is clear that any refusals
are likely to bring unwel-
come attention and attacks
on both school and teachers
in what inevitably becomes
a social media pile-on with
little sympathy or nuanced
understanding from a media
that takes little interest in the
research on the issue to date.

Behind the decisions is also
a desire to #bekind and to be
supportive of children and
young people who are going
through what is undoubtedly
a difficult time - whether suf-
fering from genuine gender
dysphoria or responding to
the innate feeling that they
simply do not fit in.

Teachers and schools can-
not be blamed for taking
such an approach however
a year after the issue came
to the fore with the Enoch
Burke case, there has been no
response and seemingly little
interest from the government
in addressing the challenge
faced by parents, children and

A person holds a ‘Trans’ banner in this illustration photo. (OSV News photo/Sergio Perez, Reuters)

educators.

This is a serious derelic-
tion of duty. It is a derelic-
tion of duty to both students
and teachers. In the UK,
there is at least draft guide-
lines under consultation that
provide some direction and
understanding on the issue.

66 Better

information is
needed about
the outcomes
for children

who undertake
degrees of social
transition”

The guidelines note that
“There is no general duty to
allow a child to ‘social transi-
tion’. In Ireland, you would
be forgiven for thinking that
there was a legal requirement
and not just a duty to take a
‘gender affirming’ approach
given the general tenor of the
response to the Enoch Burke
case.

The guidelines further
note that:

“The Cass Review is clear
that social transition is not
a neutral act, and that bet-
ter information is needed
about the outcomes for chil-
dren who undertake degrees
of social transition. This
means that schools and col-
leges should take a cautious
approach and that decisions
should never be taken in

haste or without the involve-
ment of parents.”

The absence of engage-
ment of the government on
the issue is the opposite of a
cautious approach. it may be
wrapped up as caution, given
that better information is
needed, but no the uninter-
ested and hands-off approach
is not cautionary. Doing noth-
ing is not a neutral act.

The guidance requires that
no knee-jerk reaction should
be taken. It recommends to
allow for watchful waiting,
make parents aware, con-
sider the impact on the wider
school and community, seek
clinical information, get the
parents views and consider
both the long and the short-
term impacts.

Pronouns

The Guidelines further advise
that:

“Members of staff should
not unilaterally adopt any
changes, including using a
new name or new pronouns,
unless or until this has been
agreed by the school or col-
lege in accordance with the
proper procedures and, in
the vast majority of cases,
parental consent, as set out
in this guidance. If and where
any change has been agreed,

the school or college should
communicate this to other
pupils and staff where it is
necessary and proportionate
to do so. This should be done
sensitively, without implying
contested views around gen-
der identity are fact. Other
pupils, parents and teachers
may hold protected religious
or other beliefs that conflict
with the decision that the
school or college has made,
these are legitimate views
that must be respected.”

66 It is expected
that there will
be very few
occasions in
which a school
or college will
be able to agree
to a change of
pronouns”

Under no circumstances
are ‘preferred pronouns’ to be
used in primary school.

The guidance further
advises:

“For older children,
schools do not need to spec-

66 Teachers and school patrons are
placed in an invidious position and the
chosen response is a logical one from
the perspective of self-preservation and
the path of least resistance”

ify pronouns to be used about
each pupil and can decline a
request to change a child’s
pronouns. Where a school
or college considers a child’s
request, they should consult
the child’s parents and con-
sider all the relevant factors
as outlined above. Having
considered these factors and
examined all the evidence,
schools and colleges should
only agree to a change of pro-
nouns if they are confident
that the benefit to the indi-
vidual child outweighs the
impact on the school commu-
nity. It is expected that there
will be very few occasions in
which a school or college will
be able to agree to a change
of pronouns. On these rare
occasions, no teacher or pupil
should be compelled to use
these preferred pronouns and
it should not prevent teach-
ers from referring to children
collectively as ‘girls’ or ‘boys’,
even in the presence of a
child that has been allowed
to change their pronouns.”

Guidance

The absence of official guid-
ance in Ireland means that for
any teacher or administrator
left to figure things out for
themselves will find guidance
only from advocacy and lobby
groups that provide no such
recommendations around a
cautionary approach.
Literature shows that a
‘gender affirming’ approach
can ‘lock in’ a young per-
son to a path that leads to
puberty blockers, hormone
and potentially surgical tran-

sition, a path they may other-
wise have not taken. It is rare
that ‘desistors’ (people who
say they experience gender
incongruence but do not
transition) or ‘detransition-
ers’ (people transition either
socially, hormonally or surgi-
cally but then seek to reverse
to the extent possible) receive
any public hearing and there
is little public awareness of
the impact of being ushered
down the wrong path.

Teachers and students
deserve proper guidance on
this issue. Teachers need to
be able to safeguard children
under their care and need to
be aware that ‘gender affir-
mation’ in schools is not a
neutral act. They may be, with
the best of intentions, usher-
ing a vulnerable child down
a path where they undertake
irreversible surgery, suffer
infertility, brittle bones and
further psychological distress.

People may disagree with
the approach taken by Enoch
Burke in response to being
requested to use a youth’s
preferred pronouns, people
may not agree with his under-
lying reasons for doing this,
but for the safety and protec-
tion of children, Guidance in
the UK is much more aligned
with his decision than that of
his employers.

66 Teachers may
have to come
face to face with
their grown-up
students who will
be asking them
why the adults
left the room”

That we are a further year
down the line and the Gov-
ernment - whether it is the
Department of Education,
the Department of Children,
or the Department of Justice,
leaves student vulnerable to
making bad decisions, and
educators at risk of future
guilt of having helped a young
person down a regrettable
path. This is too much respon-
sibility and potential guilt for
individual teachers or schools
to take without official guid-
ance.

Even if it is just one child
that looks back and asks
“Why did nobody say stop?”,
which adults, which legisla-
tors, will be held account-
able? Most legislators will
have moved on to either big-
ger things or will be enjoying
their pensions. Teachers may
have to come face to face with
their grown-up students who
will be asking them why the
adults left the room.
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Beware of ‘political Ch

LIFE
)

Breda O’Brien

ay back in the

early years of

this century,

God help us,
Christians’ major worry was
the four horsemen of the
apocalypse, as the new athe-
ists were dubbed. Sam Har-
ris, Daniel Dennett, Richard
Dawkins and Christopher
Hitchens all wrote influen-
tial books although they also
gained traction through the
smartphone revolution that
allowed easy mass access to
the internet for the first time.

New Atheism has largely
fizzled out. Christopher
Hitchens died, with an admi-
rable lack of self-pity, of
oesophageal cancer in 2011.
Daniel Dennett died just this
year. Sam Harris is more con-
cerned with the threat of Al
and of Donald Trump than
with new atheism.

Nowadays, he advocates a
bespoke spirituality, embrac-
ing meditation and insights
from neuroscience but devoid
of God.

Most worryingly, Richard
Dawkins has begun to say
vaguely that he approves of
cultural Christianity, without
endorsing what he describes
as the ‘nonsense’ of Christ
as our resurrected saviour.
Dawkins has said that he
likes “to live in a culturally
Christian country, although [
do not believe a single word
of the Christian faith”.

He likes Anglican ser-
vices, traditional hymns,
cathedrals and the poetry of
the King James Bible. But as
atheist commentator Alex
O’Connor has said, “Chris-
tianity is more than just an
affinity for evensong, dis-
appointment with secular
architecture and suspicion
of Islam”.

Dawkins

I met Dawkins once and in
a breathtaking piece of big-
otry, he declaimed: “At least
the Anglican Church gave
the world the King James
Bible. What has Catholicism
given except the Sacred
Heart picture?”

Obviously, Mozart,
Vivaldi or even Tolkien did
not count. Nor, apparently,
did Georges Lemaitre, the
Jesuit who popularised what
came to be known as the Big
Bang theory of evolution.

A Christianity without
Christ is the real nonsense.
As Russell Moore, the Evan-
gelical editor of Christian-
ity Today says, “In this case,
cultural Christian has a dis-

tinct meaning for Dawkins,
which amounts to ‘not Mus-
lim'. It’s a way of defining
who we and they are based
on national customs, not on
any concern for who (or if)
God is”.

Christians of all denomi-
nations, including Catholics,
have felt under siege in our
culture. The danger is that
they will turn to anyone
claiming to be an ally.

Donald Trump’s cynical
manipulation of the Evan-
gelical and to a lesser extent,
the Catholic vote is a case in
point. It is just about pos-
sible to see why a Christian
could have voted for Trump
in 2016, with the prospect of
abolishing Roe v Wade.

There is not a single
reason to vote for Trump
today as we know in even
more gruesome detail his
cruel wit, his narcissism
and his lack of connection
to any standards of truth.
Aside from late-term abor-
tion, he is pro-choice. The
fact that Trump is selling
a Trump-endorsed bible
makes Dawkins’ embrace of
cultural Christianity almost
look benign.

[ hope that at least some
US Catholics will vote for
Peter Sonski, of the Ameri-
can Solidarity Party, one
of the few candidates with
a platform compatible
with Catholicism. We also
need more Catholics to get
involved in Irish politics and
to be grateful to those who
are already involved.

66 French

Catholics have
not been truly
able to see

their faith as

a marker of
national identity
since the French
Revolution but
the cultural
remnants linger”

In April, a Pew Research
poll showed that 55% of US
Catholics intend to vote for
Trump, compared to 43% for
Biden. Not that Joe Biden,
who was both confused and
incoherent during the recent
debate with Trump, is any
prize, either.

However, it is not just
in the US that Catholics are
expressing frustration by
embracing questionable ide-
ologies and individuals.

For example, French Cath-
olics have not been truly able
to see their faith as a marker
of national identity since
the French Revolution but
the cultural remnants lin-
ger. In a La Croix interview,
a prominent French political

scientist and polling expert,
Jéréme Fourquet, suggested
that practising Catholics feel
trapped between woke pro-
gressivism and identitarian
Islamism.

As a result, they are
attracted to Marine le Pen’s
National Rally, fronted
by Jordan Bardella. The
National Rally slogan, ‘We
are at home’ resonates with
them, according to Fourquet.
It implies that French culture
is correct and others have to
adapt to it.

Yet Marine Le Pen has left
Catholicism far behind. Her
niece, Marion Marechal of
Reconquest, is a practising
Catholic but even further
to the right on immigration
than her aunt.

Sojourners

But since Christians can
never be truly at home in
this world and we are all
sojourners and strangers
until we reach our home in
heaven, it is another reason
why we should be generous
to newcomers forced to flee
their countries.

Of course, we should be
concerned with preserving
Christian culture and herit-
age but only because it wit-
nesses to Christ.

Endorsing politicians
actively at odds with Catho-
lic social teaching, or indeed,
being pleased that Richard
Dawkins now supports a
nostalgic view of cultural
Christianity, will just bring
about the death of authentic
Christian faith more quickly.

. delivered right

ristianity’

Then-President of the US,
Donald Trump, addresses
thousands of pro-life
supporters during the 47th
annual March for Life in
Washington. Photo: OSV
News/Leah Millis, Reuters
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Thousands mobilise
for pro-life cause

Brandon Scott

housands attended a pro-life rally in Dublin city centre
last Saturday which heard calls for the Government to
establish a special task force to tackle the “spiralling
abortion rate”, with speakers saying politicians must
“wake up” to the fact that abortion numbers have more than

tripled since 2018.

The Rally for Life also heard that there was a disconnect ¢ A0 iy 1%
between the Government and the people on the abortion issue, £ el L = | gABIES
and that ministers needed to stop relying on the “same NGOSs- e 11 T e ER TR GONE i'

who advised them it was a good idea to ask the people to take
the word ‘mother’ out of the Constitution”.

Sandra Parda of the Rally for Life Committee said that it was
“simply not good enough for the government to stick its head in
the sand year after year as the abortion rate continues to rise”.

Both Ms Parda and Independent TD, Carol Nolan, who also
addressed the packed rally, said that women needed support
and real choices, and that women were being “betrayed” by the
lack of support for unexpected pregnancies.

Deputy Nolan also backed calls for the establishment of a
special task force, saying that “thousands of women are being
betrayed by the over-promotion of abortion as the only possible
response to pregnancy in certain circumstances and the cruel
under- promotion of life affirming alternatives”.

“I have stated previously that we are now confronting an
epidemic of loss. That, coupled with the virtual certainty that
the numbers of abortions will continue to escalate at an annual
level, this should be treated as a health policy emergency,” the
Independent TD said.

The Rally, which gathered at Parnell Square before march-
ing to Custom House Quay where speeches were heard, also
heard from Kaya Jones, Grammy winner, and former member
of chart-topping group The Pussycat Dolls.

The songwriter and singer said she had a message for young
women at the Rally in particular: “you are made to be loved and
respected and cherished, not to be told that you must have a
choice that no woman really wants - which is to end the life
of her child”.

She said that her personal experience of the music indus-
try - where as a 19 year old she had to perform on stage while
still suffering the after-effects of abortion - had led her to the
realisation that it was exploitative and demeaning to women.
She said when she found she was pregnant she had been told
to “get rid of it” by those she felt were in charge of her career
and her life.

Ms Jones, who won a Grammy in 2019 after she had left The
Pussycat Dolls, told the Rally “I have a Grammy, but none of it will
bring my children back” as she opened up on her abortion regret.
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Continuing our mission to raise awareness on synodality, The
Synodal Times will be back after the summer with exclusive
interviews and in-depth discussions of all things Synod. After
covering the second Synod of the Bishops on Synodality in
Rome in October, we will shift focus on the Irish Church and
it’s preparation for the Synodal Assemblies in 2026.
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Bishop: ‘Politicians must have the courage
to revisit the abortion law in Ireland’

Martina Purdy

peaking to The Irish
Catholic at the Rally
for Life in Dublin,
Bishop Phonsie Cul-
linan said politicians had
opened the floodgates to
abortion despite promising
“repeatedly” that it would
be “safe, legal and rare”.
“Well T would say two
things about that. They are
not safe for the baby and
they are certainly not rare.
Have courage to face reality
and to revisit that decision”.
“It is over 10,000 now
per year. This is a tragedy.
This is so much pain and
suffering that is being mul-
tiplied on women, on men,
on families and the unborn
themselves who are not
getting the chance to live.
That is an injustice. That is
the first injustice to deprive
somebody of their right to
life.”

Challenged

He also challenged the media
to publish the truth about
abortion.

“The number of abortions
has increased by 250% since
the floodgates opened on the
first of January 2019 and it’s in
no media outlet apart from a

tiny few like The Irish Catholic
and Gript etc. The main media
outlets are not taking up the
story. This is a tragedy beyond
limits. It is horrendous what
is happening. And somebody
has got to speak up for the
unborn. People are just being
kept in the dark.”

The Bishop of Elphin also
accused politicians of failing
in their role to promote the
common good and shaking
the foundations of society
with abortion.

66 It is not

always easy to

see pregnancy as

a gift, but could

it be that our
society is becoming
conditioned to see
pregnancy as a
problem?”

Bishop Kevin Doran told
Catholics at the Rally for Life
Mass on Saturday that they
had a role to play in chang-
ing attitudes and empower-
ing politicians.

In his homily in St Sav-
iour’s Priory, Bishop Kevin
Doran said a more welcom-
ing attitude was required
towards new life - and
questioned whether soci-
ety was now conditioned to
see a pregnancy as a burden
rather than a blessing.

“Why is it that, in our
society, we hesitate to
rejoice in the gift of life.
Of course, it is not always
easy to see pregnancy as a

gift, but could it be that our
society is becoming condi-
tioned to see pregnancy as
a problem?”

Reflecting on Luke's
Gospel, where Mary and
Elizabeth rejoice in their
pregnancies, the bishop
said:

“Perhaps, as we listen to
God’s Word, we need to ask
ourselves how we might
be able to contribute to
the development of a more
positive and welcoming
attitude towards pregnancy
and childbirth.

Violence

“No matter how it is dressed
up, abortion is an act of
violence against women.
It kills unborn babies;
thirty-eight thousand of
them here in Ireland since
the present legislation was
enacted. These are not just
statistics; they are innocent
human beings, each with his
or her own unique identity.
How could it be possible
that all of this violence and
taking of life would not fun-
damentally alter the charac-
ter of our society.

“When the law no longer
upholds the principle that
one person may not freely
take the life of another, then
the very foundations of our
civilisation are shaken.”

The bishop spoke about
the age old struggle between
good and evil and said that
the “political action” at the
march was a “small but vital
expression of our commit-
ment to defend the common
good of our whole society.

“This is what our poli-

eoWe certainly need to change the
law and change the practice and
change prevailing attitudes in society.
But our prayer always has to begin
with a desu'e for our own hearts

Young attendees at the Rally for Life in Dublin last Saturday. Photos: The Life Institute.

ticians are elected to do,
and they need the power of
our witness. Women and
babies need us to stand with
them, and so do men. Doc-
tors, nurses and pharma-
cists need our support and
encouragement to stand for
the truth and to act with
integrity.”

66 Our society

is so focused on
making abortion
available that we
have no formal
process for even
asking a woman why
she feels she needs
to make this choice”

He said that Catholics
must bring “more than just
ourselves” to this political
action - but also solidarity
with the Lord Jesus. “Mary
carried Jesus in her womb
as she walked. It is impor-
tant that as we walk, we
carry him in our hearts.”

He also spoke of the
importance of offering sup-

port to pregnant women and
finding out why they feel a
woman feels she needs to
“make this choice”.

“For some women,
pregnancy is a lonely
time and we often hear
that abortion is a lonely
choice. There are people
around them, but there is
nobody with them. Let’s
face it, our society is so
focused on making abortion
available that we have no
formal process for even
asking a woman why she
feels she needs to make this
choice.

Intrusive

“Is there some way in which
we could be with women
and walk with them from
early pregnancy, through
the birth of their child and
into infancy, in a way which
would not be intrusive, but
which would reassure them
that they are not on their
own.

“So what I am saying is
this: we certainly need to
change the law and change
the practice and change pre-
vailing attitudes in society.
But our prayer always has to

begin with a desire for our
own hearts.”

66 The primacy of
personal autonomy
and that fact that,
once it is accepted

in practice, it simply
grows out of control”

He also challenged Cath-
olics to make the connec-
tion between abortion and
euthanasia: “Of course there
are differences in the human
experience, but the ideology
is the same, the absolute right
to choose, the primacy of per-
sonal autonomy and that fact
that, once it is accepted in
practice, it simply grows out
of control.

“We in the Council for Life
of the Bishops Conference have
recently produced a thirty-
minute video called Through
the Valley to encourage people
to reflect on how we care for
people in critical and terminal
illness. It is on our own social
media and also on the iCatho-
lic platform. I encourage you to
look at it and to share it widely.
Through the Valley!”
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Msgr McGuinness connects

science and scripture during
CMA Summer School

Renata Steffens

he Irish Church
Music Associa-
tion (ICMA) had
their 54th Summer
School with theme ‘Water of
Life’ last week from July 2-4
in Saint Patrick’s College,
Maynooth. The chief cel-
ebrant at the opening Mass
in the College Chapel was

Msgr Joseph McGuinness.
During his homily, Msgr
McGuinness mentioned
“the American chemist
Stanley Miller’s experiment
in 1952”, when Mr Miller
demonstrated “how the
extraordinary complexity
of life on Earth might have
begun to emerge from the
waters of the oceans”.
Msgr McGuinness said
that “it seems to me to be a
striking example of science
echoing scripture”. He said
that reminded him of the
image of the “Spirit of God
hovering over the chaos of
the waters at the beginning
of the world”, when in Gen-
esis one of the first acts of
God was to impose order on

the water.

“Throughout the O0lId
and New testaments, water
figures, both literally and
metaphorically, as an elo-
quent sign and symbol of
the power of God’s Spirit”,
he continued. “It is no won-
der then, that water figures
so prominently in the lit-
urgy of the Church, as a sign
of cleansing, purification,
healing, service, renewal
and life.”

“What Stanley Miller’s
experiment gave us is a
small insight into the inge-
nuity of the mind of the
Creator”, Msgr McGuinness
concluded.

Msgr Joseph McGuinness celebrated the Eucharist during the opening Mass of the Irish
Church Music Festival School 2024, in the Chapel of St Patrick’s College, Maynooth.
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CARLOW: Fr Seamus Whelan s pictured on June 15 marking the Golden Jubilee of his
Ordination with his brother Dan and wife Brid, their daughters Agnes and Kate, son Daniel,
and Agnes’s husband Pat Kealy, and their children Jack, Daniel, and Olivia.

MAYO: Lisdoonvarna group had a special candle presented to them at The ‘Faith & Light
National Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine’ on June 29 to celebrate their 25th Anniversary.

Bishop Gavin announces

new diocesan appointments

Bishop Fintan Gavin announced new appoint-
ments throughout the Diocese of Cork and Ross
last week, which will be effective from July 27.
Anumber of priests are retiring while others are
taking up appointments in the Diocese’s ‘Fami-
lies of Parishes’.
The priests retiring are
« Fr Ted Collins AP in the Family of Parishes of
Ardfield & Rathbarry, Barryroe, Clonakilty,
Kilmeen & Castleventry, Rosscarbery and
Timoleague.

 FrJeremiah Cremin Co-PP in the Family of
Parishes of Bandon, Enniskeane & Desert-
serges, Innishannon/Knockavilla, Kilbrittain,
Kilmurry, Murragh & Templemartin.

« Canon James O’Donovan AP in the Family
of Parishes of Ballyphehane, The Lough and
Togher.

* Fr Bertie O'Mahony AP in the Family of
Parishes of Bandon, Enniskeane & Desert-
serges, Innishannon/Knockavilla, Kilbrittain,
Kilmurry, Murragh & Templemartin.

The priests taking up appointments are

« Family of Parishes of Carrigaline, Cross-
haven, The Harbour Parishes (Monkstown
and Passage West) and Tracton Abbey
Fr David O’Connell Co-PP resident in
Monkstown.

* Family of Parishes of Aughadown, Castle-
haven & Myross, Kilmacabea, Rath & The
Islands and Skibbereen
Fr Kevin O’'Regan Co-PP and Moderator
resident in Skibbereen.

« Family of Parishes of Ardfield & Rath-
barry, Barryroe, Clonakilty, Kilmeen &
Castleventry, Rosscarbery & Lisavaird and
Timoleague.

Canon Martin O’Driscoll Co-PP resident in
Rosscarbery.
Fr Fergus Ryan OP CC resident in Barryroe.

« Family of Parishes of Ballincollig, Ballinora,

Ovens & Farran.
Fr John McCarthy Co-PP resident in Ovens.

« Family of Parishes of Bandon, Enniskeane
& Desertserges, Innishannon | Knockavilla,
Kilbrittain, Kilmurry, Murragh & Tem-
plemartin

Fr Pontianus Jafla CC resident in Kilbrittain.

 Family of Parishes of Bantry, Caheragh,
Goleen, Muintir Bhaire, Schull

Fr Myles McSweeney Co-PP and Moderator
to be resident in Bantry.

Fr Chris O'Donovan Co-PP resident in
Schull.

* Family of Parishes of Blackpool, The Glen &
Ballyvolane, Ss Peter and Paul’s, St Finbarr’s
South, St Patrick’s, Sunday’s Well and The
Cathedral
Fr Kieron O’Driscoll Co-PP resident in St
Finbarr’s South.

« Family of Parishes of St Joseph’s Mayfield
and Upper Mayfield. Pastoral Care of Holy
Family Church, Military Hill
Fr Liam O hici AP resident in St. Joseph’s
Parish, Mayfield.

 Family of Parishes of Clogheen & Kerry Pike,
Farranree, Gurranabraher, Knocknaheeny &
Hollyhill
Fr Declan Mansfield to assist in this Family
of Parishes while also fulfilling the role of
part-time chaplain in Marymount Univer-
sity Hospice.

The bishop also extended his gratitude to
Fr John Heinhold SPS Co-PP and Moderator in

the Family of Parishes of Aughadown, Castle-
haven, Kilmacabea, Rath & The Islands and
Skibbereen who is returning to St Patrick’s Mis-
sionary Society.

Lighting the faith with

pilgrimage to Knock

Faith & Light groups from the island of Ireland
gathered at Knock Shrine for their annual pil-
grimage on June 29. Attendees met in the St
John’s Care Centre before moving to the parish
church for the Mass at 2pm. The celebrant of the
Mass was Fr Fergal Cunnane, who is the national
chaplain of ‘Faith & Light'.

Faith & Light is an international community
made up of persons with intellectual disability,
their families, carers and friends. They meet on
aregular basis in a Christian spirit, to pray, cel-
ebrate life and share friendship.

The community was founded in Lourdes on
Easter of 1971. Parents of children with disabil-
ity experiences a sense of solidarity during the
Lourdes pilgrimage and for the first time did not
feel on their own. To keep that sense of connec-
tion they decided to gather each monthin a par-
ish setting to pray and support each other.
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LOURDES: SiIvermJines Choir, Co Tipperary in Lourdes. The group acicompanied the Killaloe Diocese’s pilgrimage on a
week of prayer and fellowship.

CAVAN: Annette O’Rourke, Chairperson of Kingscourt
Parish Pastoral Team with the organising committee of the
local Indian community at a Mass of Welcome and parish
reception at the Church of the Immaculate Conception, for
the many Indian families now living in the parish, who are
engaged in various healthcare settings.

MAYO: Participants of the ‘Faith & Light National
Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine’ that happened on June 29. The
international Christian Community movement ‘Faith & Light’
brings together people with intellectual disabilities, their
families, carers and friends.

-
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CARLOW: Fr Seamus Whe Mass
in the Sacred Heart Church, Borris, on June 15 marking the
Golden Jubilee of his Ordination in June 1974. Also in the
photo - Fr Rory Nolan PP, Borris, and Fr Seamus’s grand-
nephew Daniel Kealy, who was a server at the Mass.

E
CARLOW: Brid Whelan (Fr Seamus’s sister—inlw) with
Fr Rory Nolan PP, Borris and Mary O’Sullivan (Fr Seamus’s

sister) on the occasion of Fr Seamus Whelan’s Golden
Jubilee celebration.

ANTRIM

Eucharistic adoration every

Events deadline is a week in

Friday from 2pm to 8.3pmin :

St Peter’s Church, Lisburn.
Every evening adoration
and prayer from 6.3pm to
7.3pm.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit :
Prayer Group welcome new :

people to join at the Synod
Hall on Tuesday evenings.
Gatherings with tea hap-
pen at 7.30pm, Rosary

at 7.40pm, and Prayer

advance of publication

MAYO

St Sharbel’s Relic coming to
Knock Shrine on July 27. A
talk will happen at 1.30pm at
St John’s Centre, rosary will
happen at 2pm and Mass
at 3pm in the Basilica. After
Mass there will be a bless-
ing with the relic. For more
information email saintshar-
beldevotions@gmail.com.

‘Light the Fire 2024’ takes place

meetings from 8-9.30pm. All

welcome.

CAVAN

Outdoor Mass at Mass Rock

on Lough an Leagh to mark :

the feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel will happen
on July 13.

DUBLIN

‘Love and Responsibility’
Videodivina discussion on
St Pope John Paul Il with
Christopher West and Matt
Fradd, on Mondays at 7pm.
The event will happen online
and in person at 23 Merrion
Square North, D02 XEO02.
More information email
info@pureinheart.ie

on August 4, from 12 noon
to 4pm at the Ballintubber
Abbey, F12 W584. The
event will be celebrated by
Archbishop Francis Duffy
DD along with Deacon John
Taaffe. Eurovision’s Dana
Rosemary Scanlon will sing
her new song for St Patrick.
Everyone welcome to
gather for prayer, rosary and
healing.

MEATH

Adoration of the Eucharist hap-
pens every Friday in Athboy
Church, after the 9.30 Mass.
New adorers are always
welcome.

ROSCOMMON

: ‘Roscommon Men’s Group’ get

Pure in Heart with collaboration

of Young Adults Rathmines
are organising a talk by
American theologian Bill
Donaghy with theme ‘The
Way of Wonder.” The event

will happen on July 26 at the ‘Elphin Diocese’s Morning

Church of Mary Immacu-
late Refuge of Sinners in

Rathmines. The doors open

at 6.30pm, early bird tickets
are €15 and more info on
email info@pureinheart.ie.

Blessed Sacrament (Adora-
tion) takes place every
Wednesday in St Ninnidh’s
Church. It begins after
10.00am Mass and will end
at 11.30am.

LAOIS

Rosary prayed in the Church
of the Assumption, the
Heath, Portlaoise parish,
daily at 2pm and at 3pm on
Sundays.

LEITRIM

Blessing of the graves on
Sunday, July 28 following
3pm Mass in Newbridge
Cemetery, Ballinaglera.

LOUTH

Divine Mercy Prayer Chaplet
in Church of St James,

together every Friday morn-
ing in The Cube, Lanesbor-
ough Road, F42 DX61 from
11am to 1pm. Everyone wel-
come for good conversation,
outings, talks and friendship.
For more information call
087 7516308.

Pilgrim Walk’ from Castlerea
to Knock will take place on
Sunday, August 18. Gather-
ing will start at 6.30am at

St Patrick’s Church and
register at Church porch.
For more information see
elphindiocese.ie/walk2knock

SLIGO

There is Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament in

St Colmcille’s Church,
Rathcormack, every Sunday
from 4-5pm. Everyone is
welcome.

WATERFORD

Healing service on July 13 at

3pm in Waterford City’s
Cathedral. Fr John Harris
and Bishop Alphonsus
‘Phonsie’ Cullinan will be
present. All are warmly
welcome.

WEXFORD

. Farewell celebration for Fr

Grange every Sunday even-

ing from 7.30pm 8.00pm.
Everyone welcome.

James Cullen on July 18.
Mass will be held at Rowe
Street Church and refresh-
ments will be served after-
wards. All are welcome.
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What does it mean for St
Mary’s to become a cathedral?

Matt Letourneau

y mom always told me

that when you want to

experience a city’s cul-

ture, you should always
start by visiting its cathedrals.
When picturing a cathedral, you
may imagine the skyscraping tow-
ers of Notre-Dame or the grandiose
dome of St Paul’s. Although these
buildings are synonymous with
resplendent architecture, jaw-drop-
ping scale and profound histories,
somewhat unassuming Churches,
such as the Catholic St Mary’s Pro
Cathedral in the heart of Dublin, can
still hold deep-seated influences in
their respective communities. After
St Mary’s announced earlier this
month that they were petitioning
the Holy See to be raised to the dig-
nity of a Cathedral, a position that no
Catholic Church has held in Dublin
for about 500 years, I knew I had to
take my mom'’s advice and visit this
nondescript church to determine
why it's obtaining such a high dis-
tinction. Embarking on this adven-
ture, I hoped to discover what makes
a cathedral a cathedral and see if St
Mary’s is ‘worthy’ of becoming one.
Even though you may not picture
Churches like St Mary’s when you
think of a cathedral, it turns out
that a storied past and bright future
lies beyond its white, columned
entrance.

Arriving in Dublin this summer
after my first year of classes at Yale
University (go bulldogs), I was confi-
dent to take this daunting task head
on. However, after spending only

St Patrick’é Catl_1e_dral, dw_érfing
the surrounding foliage

St Mary’s Pro Cathedral, as viewed from Marlborough Street

a few weeks here, I soon realised
that I am another clueless American
tourist, stumbling through an unfa-
miliar city. Therefore, in order to
learn more about Dublin’s culture,
what defines a cathedral and why St
Mary’s redesignation is significant, [
decided to hop on the Luas, explore
the two current Church of Ireland
cathedrals in Dublin, St Patrick’s
and Christ Church, and see how they
compare to St Mary’s, attempting to
not get lost along the way.

Dual cathedrals

At the 1000-year-old Christ
Church Cathedral, the first thing
I noticed was the stunning facade,

composed of Romanesque arches
and towers mixed with gothic
and Victorian elements. However,
I soon learned that its history is
equally as rich as its architecture,
with famous kings, such as King
Richard II and the Norse king of
Dublin Sitriuc, being associ-
ated with it. Moreover, the 16th
century reformation led this
previously Catholic cathedral
to become a part of the Church
of Ireland, and many separate
rebuilding and restoration pro-
jects occurred over the centuries.
Nonetheless, the interior stood
out to me the most, particularly
the crypt. The crypt houses a

menagerie of beautiful artefacts
and manuscripts, such as a copy of
the Magna Carta and a 17th cen-
tury, elaborate gold plate the size
of a fridge. In a sea of like-minded
tourists flanking me on all sides,
I felt like I was walking through a
museum. There was even a gift-
shop, selling any Ireland-themed
nicknack you can think of. But is
there more to a cathedral than
some historic antiques, a little
history and an ancient, pretty
building? As I would soon find
out, it’s much more complicated
than that.

66 The first iteration
of the church was a
small wooden building
built around 890,

but in 1190, today’s
structure replaced it”

Surprisingly, the 800-year-
old St Patrick’s Cathedral offered
completely different insights into
what a cathedral should be. As I
approached, I felt like I had just
arrived at Hogwarts. The gothic
church’s limestone tower and
spires seemed to glow a yellow
hue in the sun, and it was impos-

sible to miss its enormous scale,
dwarfing the trees growing next
to it. Even more so than Christ
Church, a storied history is at the
forefront of this cathedral’s iden-
tity. The cathedral was built on an
ancient well that, according to leg-
end, was used by St Patrick himself
to baptise the first Irish Christians
in the 5th century. The first itera-
tion of the church was a small
wooden building built around
890, but in 1190, today’s structure
replaced it. Many historic events
have occurred there, and it has
been used as both a courthouse
and a university. The inside was
much grander than Christ Church,
with colossal ceilings and colour-
ful, ancient flags draped from the
walls. But like Christ Church, there
were artefacts and historical docu-
ments in cases and on pedestals,
such as the ‘Door of Reconcilia-
tion,” a 15th century door that tells
a story of warfare. St Patrick’s also
has a crypt, beautiful stained-glass
windows and, of course, another
gift shop.

One of the first things that
struck me inside the cathedral was
how many interactive attractions
there were. Visitors could wear
headphones to listen to record-
ings of tolling church bells and
choruses, feel samples of ancient
fabric and draw depictions of reli-
gious icons using frottage tech-
niques. It was now evident that
there was another aspect of cathe-
drals than just history: attracting
and keeping the attention of visi-
tors.

From ‘pro’ to permanent
Finally, it was time to traverse the
place that inspired my adventure
— St Mary’s Pro Cathedral — and
investigate how it compares to
Dublin’s current cathedrals to see
why it is becoming one. Walk-
ing through Talbot Street to Mar-
lborough Street, I immediately
understood the peculiarity of the
cathedral’s location. Except for
it being around the corner from
two of Dublin’s famous tourist
attractions, the Spire of Dublin
and the Dublin Portal, St Mary’s is
surrounded by run-down streets
that tourists would usually avoid.
The Pro Cathedral’s white, Greek-
Revival pediment and pillars stand
out like a sore thumb amongst the
bland red brick townhouses and
apartment buildings surrounding
it. For the area, you can’t miss it,
but unlike Christ Church or St Pat-
rick’s, it is tucked in an out-of-the-
way area, so a tourist will probably

06 The cathedral was built on an
ancient well that, according to
legend, was used by St Patrick
himself to baptise the first Irish
Christians in the 5th century”
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not stumble upon it on a sightsee-
ing stroll.

This strange location may seem
like an oversight, but it was very
intentional. I met with Fr Kieren
McDermott, the pro cathedral’s
administrator. As we stood on the
organ loft, overlooking the nave,
lined by white doric columns and
under a grand dome, he explained,
“The great strength of the Pro
cathedral is prayer, spirituality and
connecting, particularly, with the
poor, the area and those who are
on the margins or feel that they're
on the margins. [ see my role as
having a particular, strong social
outreach as well.” Even though St
Andrew’s on Westland Row was
also considered for redesignation
as a cathedral, it seems as if the
opportunity for outreach in St
Mary’s location made it a better
choice. Moreover, in a homily on
June 3, 2024, Dublin Archbishop
Dermot Farrell called for a revital-
isation of the city centre through
the pro cathedral, saying, “The
centre of a city—its heart—needs
people, and people need worthy
spaces to live and to be—to be with
each other, and to be with ‘the
Other’—our God who constantly
creates us and re-creates us, who
brings us to life.” In other words,
leadership in the Archdiocese of
Dublin hopes that St Mary’s recat-
egorisation will revitalise the sur-
rounding community with greater
outreach and a higher influx of
visitors.

Although St Andrew’s was not
chosen to be raised to the distinc-
tion of a cathedral, it is still part of
alarger plan by the archbishop: the
‘Twin Pillar Approach.’ This means
that throughout a long period
of “consultation, reflection, dis-
cernment and prayer,” according
to Fr McDermott, the archbishop
decided to have a point of pastoral
outreach on either side of the River
Liffey. Therefore, the archdiocese
decided to make St Mary’s a cathe-
dral while also turning St Andrew’s
into a minor basilica. This will, in
theory, allow the communities on
either side of the river to receive
the benefits and resources that a
basilica and cathedral will bring to
the area.

66 As I discovered
with St Patrick’s

and Christ Church, a
cathedral needs a deep
history. It seems that
after two centuries,

St Mary’s finally has
enough ‘experience’
under its belt to step
into the ring”

However, location isn’t the only
reason for St Mary’s new cathedral
status. In fact, it seems as if this has
been the plan since it was first built
about 200 years ago. “The word pro
cathedral comes from the Latin pro
tem (meaning provisional). So, it
was always envisaged that a Catho-
lic cathedral would be established
or reestablished,” said Fr McDer-
mott. With its bicentenary coming
up next year, it was shocking to me
that St Mary’s wasn't made a cathe-
dral earlier. However, as I discovered
with St Patrick’s and Christ Church,
a cathedral needs a deep history. It

The nave, dome and altar of
St Mary’s Pro Cathedral

seems that after two centuries, St
Mary’s finally has enough ‘experi-
ence’ under its belt to step into the
ring.

History

One may be surprised at how much
history St Mary’s has, considering
it has been around for far less time
than St Patrick’s and Christ Church.
Although the pro cathedral was
finished in 1825, its legacy goes
back much further. Roughly 1000
years ago, a Benedictine monas-
tery named St Mary’s stood proud
by the river. In the 12th Century,
this monastery grew to a Cistercian
abbey, encompassing a large part
of Dublin, stretching “right along
the north side of the Liffey, from
the present Four Courts, the justice
space, right down to Constitution
Hill and east of the Tolka river,”
according to Fr McDermott. This
was one of the wealthiest monas-
teries in Ireland until the English
Reformation, where the English
suppressed monasteries and stole
artefacts. In 1539, Catholicism was
penalised and underground in Ire-
land, the land was rented out to
farmers and the monastery was
dismantled. The destroyed mon-
astery’s stones now compose the
Capel Street Bridge. In 1697, a St
Mary’s Parish was built for Protes-
tants, but ten years later, the fugi-
tive Archbishop of Dublin Edward
Joseph Bryne secretly made the
parish Catholic. Later, Pastor John
Linegar began collecting for the
Catholic St Mary’s, and after 27
years of donations, he built a small
chapel in 1729. By 1786 when Dr
John Thomas Troy was appointed
the Archbishop of Dublin. Thus,
he decided to create a “dignified,

>h crypt, including

fliam IIl Royal Plate

spacious church”, and he found a
mansion on the corner of Marl-
borough Street that was a perfect
location at the time. The house
was torn down, and the cathedral
began construction in 1814. During
construction, Pope Pius VII shipped
a custom gold chalice “for the new
Cathedral being built in Dublin”.
The architect who designed the
pro cathedral is a complete mys-
tery, and only a signed ‘P’ found
on the building refers to the pro
cathedral’s designer. Some believe
this may refer to John Sweetman, a
Dublin exile who lived in Paris, as
the ‘P’ may have referred to his new
city. Today, presidents, politicians,
celebrities and foreign ambassa-
dors alike visit the cathedral on
national occasions. The Pro Cathe-
dral has seen visitors every day

since it was built who honour its
beauty, pray and find peace within
its white walls.

What is a cathedral?

As it turns out, the official defini-
tion of a cathedral is simple. “The
term cathedral comes from the Latin
word Cathedra,” Fr McDermott told
me, “It's the seat of the bishop, the
place the bishop is at work, so a
cathedral is the principal church in a
diocese.” However, a cathedral is so
much more than just a powerful par-
ish. “A cathedral really should be the
focal point in a diocese. It should be
busy with people coming and going
throughout the day visiting clergy,”
Fr McDermott said, “Cathedrals, for
the ages, have never failed to attract
the attention and consume the ener-
gies of painters, poets, novelists and

artistry of every medium. This con-
tinues in our own day.”

As I stumbled around the city, my
adventure showed me that a cathe-
dral is more than its location, its size
or its architecture. A cathedral’s iden-
tity is formed from the community
surrounding it, the visitors who are
inspired everyday by it and the his-
tory it contains. Although St Mary’s
had less artefacts than the other two
cathedrals and (perhaps more impor-
tantly) no gift shop for Irish trinkets,
you can still feel the history seeping
through its walls, flowing into the
nave and cascading to the altar. St
Mary’s may be old and in need of ren-
ovation, it may be in an unexpected
location and it may not be as elabo-
rate as Christ Church or St Patrick’s.
But, in my opinion, St Mary’s is truly
‘worthy’ of becoming a cathedral.
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Empowering and inspiring Dundalk youth

Renata Milan Morales

iming to inspire and
empower youth
through a week of
interactive work-
shops and activities, Redemp-
torist Youth Ministry Ireland
started their Rejuvenate Sum-
mer Camp 2024 last month.
Each day had a unique
theme. The first focused on
community, highlighted by an
intergenerational workshop
with a local senior citizens’
group.

Day two helped partici-
pants find their voice, encour-
aging self-expression and
stepping out of their comfort
zones. On day three, the camp
looked at the broader world
with Trécaire facilitating ses-
sions on social justice and
environmental care. Campers
were introduced to planting
and growing their own food.
The day ended with relaxa-
tion and yoga.

Day four saw junior lead-
ers taking charge with a
workshop on empowerment,
addressing local youth issues
and strategies for overcoming
them. The camp concluded
with a day trip to Bluebell
Lane Glamping Mullagh-
bawn, where the young peo-
ple engaged in team building,
orienteering and enjoyed a
BBQ to wrap up the week.

Photo Shanroe Photography -
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Synod working document skips
women, LGBTQ+, married priests

Elise Ann Allen

working document

for the final gather-

ing of Pope Francis’s

controversial Synod
of Bishops on synodality,
presented Tuesday in a news
conference, may strike most
observers as more notable for
what it didn’t say than what
it did.

The official working docu-
ment, called an Instrumen-
tum Laboris, for the second
Rome-based session of the
Synod of Bishops on Synodal-
ity, marking an official end to
the three-year process, was
published July 9.

At the close of last year’s
initial session, a synthesis
document summarising the
month-long discussion was
also widely considered to be
a disappointment for those
hoping the synod would urge
action on issues such as mar-
ried priests, women'’s ordi-
nation and the welcome of
LGBTQ+ individuals, which
were among the most emo-
tional and contested discus-
sion topics.

Nonplussed

Those unhappy with the syn-
thesis document will also
likely be nonplussed by the
working document for this
year's gathering, which makes
no mention of priestly celi-
bacy or the married priest-
hood and which is also absent
of references to the LGBTQ+
community.

The document does not
include any mention of
‘homosexual,” ‘orientation’
or ‘gay’ but offers a general
acknowledgement of a desire
from all continents “concern-
ing people who, for different
reasons, are or feel excluded
or on the margins of the
ecclesial community or who
struggle to find full recogni-
tion of their dignity and gifts
within it”.

“This lack of welcome
leaves them feeling rejected,
hinders their journey of faith
and encounter with the Lord,

Pope Francis speaks to pairticipants in a conference of moderators of associations of the

faithful, ecclesial movements and new movements in the New Synod Hall at the Vatican
June 13, 2024. Photo: CNS photo/Vatican Media

and deprives the Church of
their contribution to mis-
sion,” the document says.

On women, like the syn-
thesis document, the Instru-
mentum Laboris recognises
a widespread desire to see
women in roles of leadership
and governance more often
and to foster a greater inclu-
sion of women, but without
offering any specifics in terms
of women'’s priestly ordina-
tion or the female diaconate.

66 Bishops’

conferences,

the document

said, suggested a
broader partici-
pation of women
‘in the processes

of ecclesial
discernment and all
stages of decision-

making processes’”

It reported what it said was
a general call from bishops’
conferences to acknowledge
what women already do, and
to further develop these roles,
while also calling for greater
“exploration of ministerial
and pastoral modalities that
better express the charisms
and gifts the Spirit pours out
on women in response to the
pastoral needs of our time.”

Bishops’ conferences, the
document said, suggested
a broader participation of
women “in the processes of
ecclesial discernment and
all stages of decision-making
processes,” and wider access
“to positions of responsibility
in dioceses and ecclesiastical
institutions, in line with exist-
ing provisions”.

Recognition

Requests were also made for
a “greater recognition and
support for the life and char-
isms of consecrated women
and their employment in
positions of responsibility,”
and for access for women “to
positions of responsibility
in seminaries, institutes and
theological faculties,” as well
as an increased number of
women judges in all canoni-
cal processes.

On the women’s diaco-
nate, the document noted
that some bishops’ confer-
ences called for access to it,
while others voiced opposi-
tion, saying only that “On
this issue, which will not be
the subject of the work of the
second session, it is good that
theological reflection should
continue, on an appropriate
timescale and in the appro-
priate ways.”

Pope Francis has been
studying ways to include
women with his top advisory
body, the Council of Cardi-
nals advising him on church

o6 Transparency must be a feature of the
exercise of authority in the Church. Today,
structures and forms of regular evaluation
of how ministerial responsibilities of all
kinds are exercised emerge as necessary”

governance and reform. Since
last December, that group has
heard several presentations
from women on how to bet-
ter include women in the life
and leadership of the Church,
including proposals for the
diaconate.

66 On the abuse
issue, the document
faulted clericalism
as a cause of abuse
and acknowledged
calls for greater
transparency and
accountability”

However, Pope Francis
said earlier this year, when
asked in an interview with
CBS that if women would
ever be ordained priests or
deacons, that this would not
happen. The synod’s working
document noted that some
theological and canonical
questions regarding specific
forms of ecclesial ministry
for women, as well as their
participation in the life and
leadership of the Church,
“have been entrusted to the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of
the Faith (DDF), in dialogue
with the General Secretariat
of the Synod,” and are being
discussed.

Another topic addressed
was the clerical abuse scan-
dals, as the Church continues
to reel from high-profile cases
such as that of Slovenian for-
mer Jesuit Father Marko Rup-
nik, accused of abusing over
30 adult women over several
decades, and whose case is
currently being investigated
by the DDF. On the abuse
issue, the document faulted
clericalism as a cause of abuse
and acknowledged calls for
greater transparency and

accountability.

“In our time, the demand
for transparency and account-
ability in and by the Church
has come about as a result of
the loss of credibility due to
financial scandals and, even
more so, sexual abuse and
other abuses of minors and
vulnerable persons,” the docu-
ment said.

For the Church to be more
synodal, and thus more wel-
coming, the document said,
“then accountability and trans-
parency must be at the core of
its action at all levels, not only
at the level of authority.”

“However, those in posi-
tions of authority have a
greater responsibility in this
regard,” it said, saying trans-
parency and accountability
must be taken into greater
consideration in the drafting
of pastoral plans, methods of
evangelisation, and in con-
templating “how the Church
respects the dignity of the
human person, for example,
regarding the working condi-
tions within its institutions”.

The document said the
practice of accountability to
superiors has been a common
practice in the Church, while
“the dimension of account-
ability of authority to the com-
munity must be recovered”.

Transparency

“Transparency must be a fea-
ture of the exercise of authority
in the Church. Today, structures
and forms of regular evaluation
of how ministerial responsibili-
ties of all kinds are exercised
emerge as necessary,” it said.

Members of the synod’s
Ordinary Council include Car-
dinal Jean-Claude Hollerich of
Luxembourg; Secretary Gen-
eral of the Synod of Bishops
Maltese Cardinal Mario Grech;
Undersecretary of the Synod
of Bishops. Spanish Bishop
Luis Marin de San Martin and
French Sister Nathalie Bec-
quart, who is also an undersec-
retary to the synod office.

An initial version of the
working document was sent
to around 70 people repre-
senting various ecclesial ranks
- including priests, conse-
crated persons, laypeople, the-
ologians, and pastoral workers
- whom the Vatican said rep-
resented different “ecclesial
sensitivities” and “theological
schools”.

After some modifications,
the document was then sent
back to the Ordinary Council,
which made further adjust-
ments before sending it to
Pope Francis for approval.
The Instrumentum Laboris
is divided into five sections,
beginning with an introduction
that is followed by a section
dedicated to the foundations
of understanding synodality.

Three “closely interwoven”
parts follow that focus on the
“missionary synodal life” of
the Church from three different
perspectives, the first of which
is the perspective of relation-
ships: with God, with others
and between churches.

The fourth session focuses
on paths that concretely sup-
port and nourish the dynamic
of the relationships explored
in the previous section, and
the fifth section is dedicated to
concrete places in which these
relationships are and can be
formed, as well as differences
and interconnected nature of
these relationships, as rooted
in the faith.

66 It is expected
that this October’s

concluding synod
session will produce
a final document

to be submitted

to the Pope for
reflection and a
potential apostolic
exhortation”

The document also offers
what it refers to as ‘theologi-
cal subsidies’, which accord-
ing to the informational note
offer canonical and theo-
logical insights into the vari-
ous themes presented in the
Instrumentum Laboris.

This subsidy, the note says,
is meant to help synod partici-
pants understand the root of
what’s in the working docu-
ment and it points to refer-
ences from scripture, Church
tradition, the Second Vatican
Council, and Pope Francis’s
magisterial documents.

Itis expected that this Octo-
ber’s concluding synod session
will produce a final document
to be submitted to the Pope for
reflection and a potential apos-
tolic exhortation, as has been
the case in the past.

With the lack of mention
on concrete issues such as
the women’s diaconate, some
observers see the move as
Pope Francis taking potentially
inflammatory issues off of the
table so as not to sidetrack the
discussion with hot-button
issues that lack consensus from
the outset.

Francis made a similar
move when ahead of the syn-
od’s opening, Francis published
responses to a set of dubia, or
doubts, posed by five conserv-
ative cardinals about these
issues in which he reaffirmed
the ban on women’s priestly
ordination while saying it
could be studied, and opened a
cautious door to the blessing of
same-sex unions on a case-by-
case basis, with certain caveats.
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Christian woman brutally murdered
in India

® Awoman was hacked to death in India in the latest attack on
Christians in the country. Bindu Sodhi was killed in the village of
Toylanka in Chhattisgarh, a state in Central India on June 24.

Ms Sodhi, who was just 22, and her family were preparing their
field to plant rice when they were assaulted by a group of Hindu
radical nationalists that included members of her extended family.
Sodhi’s mother, brother and younger sister managed to escape the
attackers.

Hindus make up over 93% of the population of the state, and
Christians are just under 2% of the population. The state is ruled
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which has strong links to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a militant Hindu nationalist
organisation.

Nicaragua blocks indigenous priest
from returning to the country

spending some time in the US
and was prevented from doing
so, lawyer Martha Patricia
Molina told the press.
According to the version
of events presented by Ms
Molina, Fr French received
a message from the airline
telling him that Nicaraguan
immigration authorities had
said he was not allowed to get
into the country, so he would
not be able to take his flight.
No further explanations were
given to the priest.

® An indigenous Nicaraguan
priest who was in the United
States for missionary activities
has been prevented from
returning to his country by
the government of President
Daniel Ortega, according to
reports.

Fr Rodolfo French Naar,
a member of the Miskito
Indigenous people who is the
vicar of a community in the
city of Waspan, on the border
with Honduras, tried to take a
plane back to Nicaragua after

UK cardinal congratulates new
British Prime Minister

® New British Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s previous
comments about wanting a government which works with
churches and faith communities have been “most welcome”
by Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the President of the Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales.

Mr Starmer heads the Labour Party, which won a landslide
general election victory on July 4, defeating the Conservative
Party, which led the country for the past 14 years.

“On behalf of the Catholic community in England and Wales
I should like to congratulate you on your victory in yesterday’s
general election,” Cardinal Nichols wrote the new prime minister.
“l assure you of my good wishes as you take up your new
responsibilities in forming and leading a government.”

Eritrea arrests over 200 Christians

in one year

@ Eritrea, located in Eastern Africa, ranked among the top ten
countries in the world where following Jesus is an extremely
dangerous enterprise. A July 3 report by the UK-based Release
International which covers the persecuted Church worldwide,
states that at least 218 Christians had been arrested in Eritrea
within the past 12 months, many of them women and children.

“This latest crackdown means that around 400 Christians
are currently imprisoned — indefinitely, without trial or charge —
because of their faith,” the report states. It says between January
and May, 110 Christians were seized.

“In the last round of arrests some children have been arrested
with their parents, and in some cases the whole family is in prison,”
said Dr Berhane Asmelash, a former prisoner of faith, and local
partner for Release International.

US judge says attempt to close
Catholic shelter ‘outrageous’

® An El Paso judge has denied Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton’s attempt to shut down a Catholic migrant shelter that
operates in the city — a decision that the local bishop is calling “an
important moment for religious freedom”.

In a pair of rulings issued on July 2, Judge Francisco Dominguez,
a judge of the Texas 205th District Court ruled on July 2 that the
state failed to establish probable grounds to close Annunciation
House, and that the state violated the shelter’s constitutional rights
in its attempts to enforce a subpoena for records of migrants who
the shelter has served.

In the ruling, Justice Dominguez called Mr Paxton’s conduct
“outrageous”.

Nigerian priest kidnapped goes free

Nigerian priest Fr Mikah
Suleiman was released last
Sunday after more than two
weeks in captivity.

The parish priest of St
Raymond’s Catholic Church,
in Damba, Zamfara State,
had been abducted from his
presbytery in Sokoto diocese,
north-west Nigeria, in the
early hours of Saturday, June
22.

In the days that followed,
fears for his safety grew,
especially after a video was
released, in which the cap-
tive priest warned of threats
to kill him.

Announcing his release,
Bishop Matthew Kukah of
Sokoto thanked Catholic
charity Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN) for praying for Fr
Suleiman’s safety: “Thank you
so much [to] the entire ACN
family. Your love and support
mean so much”.

Speaking in a video mes-
sage shared on Facebook this
week, Fr Suleiman stated he
was in good health adding:
“I want to thank you for your
prayers and your support
towards my rescue. By the
grace of God, I am out of the
hands of the bandits. Thank
you very much”.

Sokoto diocese commu-
nications director Fr Pascal
Salifu said: “We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to God for
his protection and to every-
one who offered prayers and
support during this challeng-
ing time”.

He added: “Our thanks
also go to the authorities and
all involved in securing Fr
Mikah's release”.

About 10 days ago, a video
message was released in
which Fr Suleiman stated:
“[The bandits] told me that
killing a person is not difficult
for them”.

He added: “Please save my
life in the name of God. Look
at my head, look at my legs.
I was tied to a [rope] and I
am the only one in this place.
Normally, if they kidnap
somebody they don’t waste
time”.

The recent abductions tell

A Boko Haram militant carries the Nigerian flag. Picture: ACN UK.

the larger story of Christian
persecution in Nigeria — a coun-
try of over 230 million people,
nearly evenly divided between
Christians and Muslims.

Figures from a consortium
of civil society organisations
known as the Civil Society
Joint Action Group reveal that
17,469 Nigerians - most of
them Christians - have been
abducted since 2019.

Nigeria ranks sixth globally
on the 2024 World Watch List,
which identifies countries

|

where Christians experience
severe persecution. The list is
compiled by Open Doors, an
NGO dedicated to supporting
Christians worldwide.

Last year, Intersociety
issued a chilling report that
revealed that at least 52,250
Christians had been killed in
Nigeria since 2009 when the
Islamist group Boko Haram
began its murderous cam-
paign to create a caliphate.
Those numbers have since
increased considerably.

11 Christians jailed in Vietnam are missing, US NGO says

Five Catholics and six Protestants who were
jailed in Vietnam for a range of offenses
related to religious activities dating back
to 2011 have gone missing, highlighting
a larger problem within the communist
country’s judicial system, International
Christian Concern (ICC) has said.

It said nine of the Christians had been
jailed for “undermining national unity pol-
icy” due to their involvement in Degar Prot-
estantism and the Ha Mon Catholic Church,
noting that both sects were not approved
by the Vietnamese government.

“Eleven Vietnamese Montagnard Chris-
tians who were imprisoned for religious
activity and religious identity in the South-
east Asian nation are missing, prompting
concerns over the treatment of jailed Christ
followers in Vietnam,” the US-based NGO
said in a statement.

“The 11 men, consisting of six Protes-
tants and five Catholics, were sentenced,
at different times, to a combined total of
90 years and eight months in prison dating
back as far as 2011 and as recently as 2016.
Now, their whereabouts are a mystery.”

Montagnards fought alongside the US
and allied troops during the Vietnam War.
Many converted to Christianity and have
complained of the Vietnamese govern-
ment’s repressive policies, like religious
persecution and expropriation of land by
local officials.

In January, a Vietnamese court jailed
almost 100 Montagnards after they were
convicted of terrorism-related charges fol-
lowing attacks in June last year on a remote
police station in the country’s Central High-
lands that left nine people dead.

Christians face ‘devastating’ persecution under Pakistani blasphemy laws

A Catholic leader has called
for an end to Pakistan’s blas-
phemy laws, telling EWTN
last week that the accused
in such cases are “guilty
before even [having] an
opportunity to prove them-
selves”.

A court in Punjab recently
sentenced Ehsan Shan to
death for sharing “hateful
content” against Muslims on

social media.

Last year, when locals said
that two Christian men des-
ecrated the Quran, groups of
Muslim men burned dozens
of homes and churches in
Jaranwala in the region of
Punjab in one of the worst
mob attacks against Chris-
tians in the country.

Ed Clancy, the director of
outreach at the charity group

Aid to the Church in Need,
told ‘EWTN News Nightly’
anchor Tracy Sabol that after
the attacks, Mr Shan “posted
some of the content of what
was available on social
media” regarding the alle-
gations, including allegedly
an image of a defaced Quran.

“Because he posted
derogatory material that
was alleged to be part of this

uprising or the attacks on
Christians last year - where
20 some odd buildings
were burned and hundreds
of people and families had
to flee their homes because
of it - all he did was post
something about this and
therefore was considered
causing violence [and] was
convicted of blasphemy,” Mr
Clancy told Ms Sabol.
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Clergymen prepare to celebrate a Mass in the villa 21-24 neighbourhood in Buenos Aires, Argentina. (OSV News photo/

Agustin Marcarian, Reuters)

British lords, celebrities call on Vatican
to preserve ‘treasure’ of Latin Mass

A distinguished cadre of
British public figures is call-
ing upon the Holy See to
preserve what they describe
as the “magnificent” cul-
tural artifact of the Catholic
Church’s Traditional Latin
Mass.

In 2021 Pope Fran-
cis placed sweeping restric-
tions on the celebration
of Mass using the 1962
Roman Missal, known also
as the extraordinary form
of the Roman rite and the
Tridentine Mass. Rumours
have circulated in recent
months that the Vatican is
preparing to clamp down
further on the celebration
of that ancient liturgy.

No new directives on
the Latin Mass have yet
been promulgated amid

the rumours. In a letter last
week to the London newspa-
per The Times, meanwhile, a
wide cross-section of Eng-
lish cultural fixtures openly
implored the Vatican to
refrain from restricting the
rite further.

“Recently there have
been worrying reports from
Rome that the Latin Mass is
to be banished from nearly
every Catholic church,” the
letter said. “This is a pain-
ful and confusing prospect,
especially for the growing
number of young Catholics
whose faith has been nur-
tured by it.”

The signatories, which
included actress and human
rights advocate Bianca Jag-
ger, author Tom Holland,
musical eminence Julian

Lloyd Webber, and media
executive Sir Nicholas Col-
eridge, described the Latin
Mass as a “cathedral” of “text
and gesture” that developed
over many centuries.

“Not everyone appre-
ciates its value and that
is fine,” the writers said,
“but to destroy it seems an
unnecessary and insensitive
act in a world where history
can all too easily slip away
forgotten”.

“The old rite’s ability to
encourage silence and con-
templation is a treasure not
easily replicated, and, when
gone, impossible to recon-
struct,” they said.

The writers in their letter
pointed to a 1971 petition
from a similar cross-section
of prominent Britons that

had also asked the Vatican
to preserve the Latin Mass
in England.

That petition led to the
“Agatha Christie indult”
allowing the extraordinary
form to continue there; the
indult was named after the
famous author who was
among the signatories.

In their letter this week
the British celebrities said
their petition, like the 1971
request, was “entirely ecu-
menical and nonpolitical”.

“The signatories include
Catholics and non-Catholics,
believers and nonbelievers,”
they wrote. “We implore the
Holy See to reconsider any
further restriction of access
to this magnificent spiritual
and cultural heritage.”

Lourdes bishop faces resistance on removal of Rupnik art

The Catholic leader respon-
sible for a world-famous
and much beloved Marian
healing shrine in France has
ordered measures to lower
the visibility of mosaic art-
work by an accused serial
rapist, but has stopped
short - for the time being -
of ordering the removal of
the art. Fr Marko Rupnik is
accused of abusing dozens

of victims - most of them
women religious - over sev-
eral decades, much of which
he spent in Rome at the Cen-
tro Aletti art institute he
founded in the early 1990s.

Last Tuesday, Bishop
Jean-Marc Micas of Tarbes
and Lourdes, France, issued
a press release saying his
“personal preference” is for
the removal of the Rupnik

mosaics at present adorning
the healing shrine dedicated
to Our Lady of Lourdes,
but also noted there is
still resistance from some
quarters and consensus is
not reached. Bishop Micas
announced he is suspend-
ing the illumination of the
Fr Rupnik mosaics during
evening processions at the
shrine, calling this a “first

step” and promising both
to continue working toward
consensus around his view
of the matter.

“My role is to ensure that
the Sanctuary welcomes
everyone, and especially
those who suffer,” Bishop
Micas said, “among them,
victims of abuse and sexual
assault, children and adults.
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Cardinal: ‘The concept of just war
needs to be reviewed’

@ Even if sometimes diplomatic efforts seem to produce small
results, “we must never get tired or give in to the temptation

of resignation”, Cardinal Pietro Parolin said last week. “Peace
is the duty of everyone” and begins “in our daily lives, in our
cities, in our countries, in the world”, he remarked. The Vatican
Secretary of State was speaking at the Italian Embassy to the
Holy See in Rome on the occasion of the award ceremony of

the Ambassadors’ Literary Prize.

Before the ceremony, Cardinal Parolin spoke with some
journalists. Asked about the conflicts in Ukraine and the
Middle East, he emphasised that war is never a just war.
Commenting on the Holy Land Commission for Justice and
Peace statement on this issue, he stated: “We know that there
is a lot of discussion today on the concept of ‘just war’ as a war

of defence.

However, with the weapons that are available today this

concept has become very difficult, and | believe that there is not

a definitive position, and this this concept is being reviewed”.

® Over 8 months after the
conclusion of the trial in the
Vatican Tribunal regarding
the purchase and sale of
the London property, which
saw the conviction of ten
defendants for various
crimes including fraud and
corruption, the issue of the
Sloane Avenue property has
returned to the forefront in
another judicial proceeding,
this time at His Majesty’s High
Court of Justice in England.
The trial began on June
24 following a civil complaint
filed in 2020 in England
by Raffaele Mincione, the
financier among the ten
defendants in the Vatican
trial. The Vatican Tribunal
sentenced him to 5 years

Vatican official to testify in
London property trial

and 6 months imprisonment,
plus an €8,000 fine and
permanent disqualification
from public office, for money
laundering, embezzlement,
and corruption.

Mr Mincione initiated
this civil proceeding, aiming
to obtain around thirty
declarations from the High
Court affirming that he
“acted in good faith” in the
transactions with the Holy
See for the purchase and sale
of the London property.

The Secretariat of
State, however, has always
contested the inflated price of
the property and the special
powers Mr Mincione acquired
in the various transactions
beyond the contracts.

At Windsor Castle, the Pope’s cricket
team clashes with the King’s
® Last Wednesday, the Vatican cricket team travelled to

Windsor Castle, home to King Charles and various members of

the British Royal Family.

There, they faced off against the King’s XI, a cricket team
composed of members of the monarch’s household.

The match was the culmination of the Vatican side’s ‘Light of
Faith’ UK tour - its tenth foreign trip since its foundation in 2014 —
which has also seen it face off against the England Seniors team

and St Mary’s University.

Holy See calls for global action
against human trafficking

® Human trafficking, which so often goes unseen, is a grave

violation of human dignity and creates deep scars in the victims,

who frequently are women and children.
This was reaffirmed in the statement of the Permanent
Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations and

Other International Organisations in Geneva at the 56th Regular

Session of the Human Rights Council on ‘ltem 3: Interactive

Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons,

Especially Women and Children Geneva’ on June 17, 2024.
The Holy See, the text reiterated, firmly holds that “human
trafficking must be counted among the grave violations of

human dignity”.

On land and at sea, human trafficking in persons, the
delegation decried, often goes unseen.

“We must not remain apathetic in the face of this tragic and
global scourge,” is the appeal and the request that “It is time to
reject such a culture of indifference, which desensitises us to

these realities and effaces the humanity and inalienable dignity

\of those who are exploited”.

J
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Vatican declares former

US envoy excommunicated

Elise Ann Allen

n a stroke of irony,

the Vatican’s doctri-

nal office on Thurs-

day, which marked the
United States’ Independence
Day, convened and formally
declared that a former US
envoy charged with schism
was excommunicated.

In a July 5 statement, the
Vatican’s Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith (DDF)
announced that nearly six
years after calling on Pope
Francis to resign, Italian Arch-
bishop Carlo Maria Vigano,
who served as nuncio to the
United States from 2011-2016
and who has accused Pope
Francis of abuse coverup, was
excommunicated.

Previously, Archbishop
Vigano had been summoned
by a DDF decree to appear at
the Vatican for a June 20 audi-
ence to answer to charges of
schism based on “public
statements which show the
denial of the elements neces-
sary to maintain communion
with the Catholic Church:
denial of the legitimacy of
Pope Francis, breaking com-
munion with him and rejec-
tion of the Second Vatican
Council”. Archbishop Vigano,
who did not show up for his
summons, published the
decree on social media, saying
the charges against him were
an “honour”.

Excommunication

In their statement Friday, the
DDF said that during a meet-
ing convened the day before,
the extrajudicial process
against Archbishop Vigano,
meaning it was an adminis-
trative procedure rather than
a canonical trial, for schism
had concluded. “His public
statements manifesting his
refusal to recognise and sub-
mit to the Supreme Pontiff,
his rejection of communion
with the members of the
Church subject to him, and
of the legitimacy and mag-
isterial authority of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council are well
known,” the statement said.

_—

Italian Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, the former apostolic nuncio to the United States, is pictured at his residence at the Vatican. (CNS photo/Paul

Haring

At the close of the penal
process, Archbishop Vigano,
it said, “was found guilty of
the reserved delict of schism,”
and the DDF thus declared a
latae sententiae excommuni-
cation against him, meaning
he incurred the excommu-
nication himself through his
own schismatic acts. The DDF
stated that the lifting of the
excommunication is reserved
to the Vatican, and that Arch-
bishop Vigano was informed
of the declaration on July 5.

66 Archbishop
Vigano published an
11-page “testimony” in
which he accused Pope
Francis of covering up
for former cardinal
and priest, Theodore

McCarrick”

A longtime official at the
Vatican, Archbishop Vigano
first shot to global notori-
ety during the August 2018
World Meeting of Families in
Dublin. On the last day of the
Pope’s visit, carefully choreo-
graphed to navigate endur-

6 Archbishop Vigano, who did
not show up for his summons,
published the decree on social
media, saying the charges against
him were an ‘honour’”

ing suspicion of the Catholic
Church related to the coun-
try’s clerical abuse scandals,
Archbishop Vigano published
an 11-page “testimony” in
which he accused Pope Fran-
cis of covering up for former
cardinal and priest, Theodore
McCarrick, who was charged
with sexually abusing minors
and the sexual harassment of
adult seminarians.

Archbishop Vigano in the
letter called on Pope Fran-
cis to resign, claiming Fran-
cis knew about allegations
against McCarrick yet eased
restrictions on his ministry
and travel, and he also alleged
a broad homosexual culture
inside of the Vatican. Since
then, he has consistently pub-
lished open letters question-
ing Pope Francis for alleged
doctrinal heresies and abuses
of authority.

Whistleblower

He has also rejected many
of the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council, and was criti-
cal of the Pope’s decision to
restrict the Traditional Latin
Mass. Prior to his appoint-
ment to the United States,
Archbishop Vigano caused
waves in Rome when, while
serving as the secretary, or
number two official, in the
Government of the Vatican
City State, he attempted to
expose alleged overspend-
ing and mismanagement,
and earned a reputation as a
whistleblower.

On the other hand, he was
also seen by many Vatican
insiders as a prickly person-
ality who could be difficult
to work with. Shortly after
his summons for his June 20
audience, the breakaway tra-
ditionalist Society of St Pius X

(SSPX), distanced itself from
Archbishop Vigano, despite
rumours that he had been
reconsecrated as a member
of the group, on grounds
that public statements made
by Archbishop Vigano after
his summons went beyond
the acts that got their own
founder excommunicated.

66 He accepted
the pontifical
office without fully
consenting, and
this error resulted
in the nullity of his

acceptance”
Referring to one state-

ment in which Archbishop
Vigano said Pope Francis had

a “defect of consent” when
accepting his election to the
papacy, the SSPX in a June 24
statement that the reference
to a “defect of consent” meant
that “according to Archbishop
Vigano, Cardinal Bergoglio
considered the papacy as
something other than what
it really is. He accepted the
pontifical office without fully
consenting, and this error
resulted in the nullity of his
acceptance. His pontificate
would therefore be that of a
placeholder.”

“Archbishop Lefebvre and
the Society he founded have
not ventured down that peril-
ous road,” they said, referring
to their founder Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre, who was
himself declared to have
incurred excommunicated for
schism in 1988.

66 Archbishop Vigano caused waves in
Rome when, while serving as the secretary,
or number two official, in the Government
of the Vatican City State, he attempted to
expose alleged overspending and misman-
agement, and earned a reputation as a

whistleblower”
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Letter of the week

Human trafficking: a crime against humanity

Dear Editor, | was deeply moved by the
recent article discussing the escalating
issue of human trafficking and the call for
increased parish involvement in combat-
ing this grave injustice. Cardinal Vincent
Nichols’ stark observation that “things
are getting worse” underlines the urgent
need for action within our communities
[ The Irish Catholic - July 4, 2024].

The Senior Leadership Summit on
combatting human trafficking, held at
UCC in Cork, highlighted the critical role
that each of us, particularly our parishes,
must play in addressing this heinous
crime. The presence of high-ranking offi-
cials from the USA, UK and Ireland, along
with influential religious leaders and
advocates, underscores the global and
local dimensions of this issue.

It is alarming to hear that victims of
trafficking are “hidden in plain sight,” as

Minister for Justice Helen McEntee noted.
This reality demands that our parishes
become more vigilant and proactive.
Human trafficking is not just an issue of
forced prostitution but extends to various
forms of exploitation, including agricul-
ture, domestic service, and other indus-
tries, as Sr Liz Murphy aptly pointed out.

Our parishes must become sanctuar-
ies of awareness and action. By educating
ourselves about the signs of trafficking
and the resources available for victims,
we can become powerful advocates for
those who are often voiceless. Practical
steps, such as attending training ses-
sions on identifying trafficking indica-
tors, distributing informative materials
and establishing support networks, are
essential.

Moreover, we must embody the Chris-
tian call to uphold human dignity in every

aspect of our parish life. This includes
being the “eyes and ears—and the voice”
for the vulnerable in our communities, as
the bishops urged. Prayer, while powerful,
must be coupled with concrete actions.
Reporting suspicious activities, support-
ing local anti-trafficking initiatives and
providing aid to survivors are ways we
can translate our faith into impactful
deeds.

Human trafficking is indeed a crime
against humanity, and it is a moral imper-
ative for us, as Catholics, to respond with
compassion and determination. Let us
heed the bishops’ call to action and work
collectively to end this modern-day slav-
ery.

Yours etc.,
Sarah Doherty
Dundrum, Dublin 16

Pilgrimages

as fulfilling
spiritual
transformations

Dear Editor, I found your
article on the rising popular-
ity of the Camino de Santiago
pilgrimage, as reported by
National Geographic, to be very
interesting [ The Irish Catholic-
July 4, 2024]. It is fascinating to
see how these ancient spiritual
paths are being utilised by peo-
ple for various reasons, particu-
larly fitness and health.

However, [ believe it is
essential to emphasise that
many individuals discover and
deepen their faith while on
pilgrimage. The spiritual heal-
ing that these journeys offer is
profound and transformative.
Pilgrimages have long been
a means for believers to seek
physical healing, as well as
spiritual renewal, through the
intercession of saints and the
grace of God.

Dr Louise Nugent’s insights
into the historical motivations
for pilgrimages, such as belief in
the power of saints, atonement
for sins, and indulgences, high-

light the deep spiritual roots : S d l. d f
countless pilgrims embark on yno a lty an Utu re
these paths with the hope of :
experiencing spiritual growth !
and healing. While some may :
start their journey for fitness :
or adventure, many find that :

: will be an important docu-

the act of walking these sacred : ment for the Synod to be held

paths opens their hearts to | jn October at Rome.

of these journeys. Even today,

deeper spiritual experiences.

The Camino de Santiago, in : [rjsh Catholic- July 4, 2024]

particular, has a long tradition : has pointed out that “Syno-

Letters to the Editor

of leading people to profound
personal and spiritual revela-
tions. The physical challenges
of the pilgrimage often mirror
the inner journey of the soul,
allowing pilgrims to confront
and reflect on their lives in
meaningful ways. As Kimberly
Davis mentioned, the pilgrim-
age provides a “bubble of
peace”, which can be a fertile
ground for spiritual awakening.

Moreover, the communal

aspect of pilgrimage, where
individuals from diverse
backgrounds walk together,
often fosters a sense of shared
humanity and divine presence.
This can lead to unexpected
encounters with faith, as peo-
ple support and connect with
one another along the way.
While the contemporary
trend of using pilgrimages for
fitness is indeed interesting,
it is crucial to recognise the

enduring spiritual significance
of these journeys. Pilgrim-
ages can be a powerful means
of encountering God, finding
inner peace and experiencing
profound healing. Encouraging
people to explore these paths
with an open heart can lead to
unexpected and deeply fulfill-
ing spiritual transformations.
Yours etc.,
Phil Moeynihan
Blanchardstown, Dublin

Dear Editor, The Irish Bishops
have delivered to Rome their
excellent report on the Irish
synodality programme. This

Fr Gerry O’Hanlon [The
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authentication process which does not amount to a commitment
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We regret that we cannot give prior notice of a letter’s publication

dality will not survive without
decisions”. Referring to the
involvement of the laity in the
Church he points out that “co-
responsibility is only going to
be possible when the unique
authority given to the parish
priest in Canon Law is balanced
with a definition of the author-
ity of the laity”.

decisions...

To date, synodality has been

a process of Catholics speak-

ing freely and listening with

respect to each other and who

are now looking forward to

hearing what decisions will be
made for the future.

Yours etc.,

Daithi O’Muirneachain

Drumcondra, Dublin 9
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A fair wind for Prime
Minister Starmer

t was a curious feature of
the erstwhile British gov-
ernment that, despite the
ruling party being offi-
cially named the ‘Conserva-
tive and Unionist Party’, the
higher-ups in London showed
very little interest in the part
of the United Kingdom on the
northeast of this island.

The role of Secretary of
State for the North has never
particularly been a coveted
position in the British Cabinet,
but the Tories brought that to
a new level, having a stagger-
ing eight incumbents during
their 14-year reign - seven
of them serving for less than
two years in a region that des-
perately needs stability.

When then Secretary
of State Karen Bradley told
journalists in 2018 that it
was news to her that in elec-
tions in the North, “people
who are nationalists don’t
vote for unionist parties and
vice versa,” it crystalised the
hands-off approach that now
typified a narcistic political
elite obsessed with infighting
and jockeying for positions
rather than governing.

Privately, Church lead-
ers admitted that they were
stunned not only by the lack
of interest in northern affairs
from the former government,
but also the cavalier attitude
adopted to issues like legacy
legislation dealing with what
we euphemistically call ‘the
Troubles'.

Despite the opposition of
every single political party,
civil society organisation and
faith community, officials in
London were adamant that
what a post-conflict society
needed was an end to pros-
ecutions for heinous crimes,
and a scolding to victims and
survivors to get on with their
lives.

Baroness Nuala O’Loan, a
columnist with this newspa-
per, deserves huge credit for
exposing the recklessness of
the Conservatives’ Legacy Act,
which ended all criminal and
civil cases connected to the
1968-1998 civil conflict.

The incoming prime min-
ister Keir Starmer has vowed
to scrap the law. Baroness
O’Loan and others will hold
his feet to the fire on this in
Westminster.

Officials in both Dublin
and Belfast will also be keen
for a wider reset on Anglo-
Irish relations. Whatever fric-
tions will continue because
of Britain’s decision to leave
the European Union (EU), we
can likely rest assured that no
incoming cabinet minister
will threaten to cut off food

supplies to Ireland as Tory
minister Priti Patel did just
six years ago.

The Irish Government
should react generously to
the new mood music coming
from London and be Britain’s
best ally at a European level
and dampen the Brussels
tendency to punish Britian
for leaving.

The election was a good
night for Sinn Féin and a
rather poor night for the
Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP). This is likely to lead
to more pressure for a wider
discussion of Irish reunifica-
tion. Former Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar is among those call-
ing for the debate to intensify.
He is right, of course, but it is a
debate that needs to proceed
with prudence and parity of
esteem.

More widely, at the heart
of Keir Starmer’s agenda -
both domestically and how
his administration affects the
island of Ireland - appears to
be a campaign to make poli-
tics normal again and end the
psychodrama delivered by the
previous administration on an
almost daily basis.

Of course, for people of
faith the new administra-
tion also brings understand-
able anxiety. Mr Starmer is a
strong supporter of euthana-
sia and has promised to make
time for legislators to vote on
the issue.

How Labour approaches
the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority (HFEA)
will also be a key watch for
people who value human
life at all stages. There is a
campaign by biotech firms to
expand the already common
experimentation that takes
place on human embryos.
One of the goals is to remove
the 14-day limit, so scientists
can experiment on unborn
babies up to four weeks’ ges-
tation.

On the educational front,
recent British governments
have adopted a progressive
and pluralist approach that
has allowed faith schools to
flourish. This has irked the
hardline elements within the
Labour Party who favour a
one-size-fits-all approach. Mr
Starmer has so far sidelined
these elements, let us hope
that will continue.

For Catholics, politics is
always the art of the possi-
ble — we should challenge the
new administration where it
falls short, and work in part-
nership for the common good.
Overall, we should wish Mr
Starmer and his colleagues a
fair wind - for all of our sakes.



28 | Feature |

The Irish Catholic, July 11, 2024

The Daughters of St Paul: from
remembrance to innovation

Luca Attanasio

he Daughters of St

Paul, often known

as the Pauline Sis-

ters, celebrate the
charism and genius of Sr The-
cla Merlo, who collaborated
with Fr James Alberione in
the founding of their order.
She was a unique person in
the history of the univer-
sal Church, as well as in the
world of communication and
publishing. And this celebra-
tion took place in a way that
would be pleasing to Sr The-
cla: launching an innovative
and up-to-date communica-
tion project.

Sr Thecla, born Teresa
Merlo (1894-1964), after
having been a respected
seamstress, dedicated all her
energies to communication.

With a strong organisa-
tional sense, she contributed
to the creation of numerous
magazines such as La Vals-
usa, il Giornalino, Via, Verita
e Vita, as well as that, which
over the years has gained
a prominent place among
Italian weekly readers - for
Catholics and non-Catholics
- until it became the most
read in the country: Famiglia
Cristiana.

She promoted the pub-
lication of books, radio
broadcasts and films, the
production of short films and
catechetical records. A gener-
ous, modern and innovative
Sister.

Evangelisation

She had evangelisation and
the diffusion of the Word
at heart and understood,
over the years, how crucial
the promotion of culture
and information was to pro-
mote not only faith but also
the integral development of
the person, in both human
and spiritual growth. She
thirsted for peace and jus-
tice. At the time, there were

few religious women so
committed to such an apos-
tolate, much less dedicated
to the complex world of
publishing and journalism.
Hers was a life from another
period of time which, how-
ever, also has a lot to say to
us today. In this contempo-
rary period, she would have
not hesitated to address
issues of faith and current
events on TikTok or to create
stories on Instagram.

66 The Daughters
of St Paul are
engaged throughout
the world in

the publication

of books and
newspapers; they
produce music,
videos, films, radio
broadcasts”

Her earthly existence,
which ended on February
5, 1964, at the culmination
of a full life spent to com-
municate the Gospel and
spread knowledge and cul-
ture, left an indelible mark
on the world. She would
often repeat: “I would love
to have a thousand lives to
dedicate them all to this
apostolate”.

On January 22, 1991
Sr Thecla Merlo was pro-
claimed Venerable by St
John Paul II. Today the
Daughters of St Paul num-
ber around 2000 members
with 205 communities,
present in 50 countries. The
activities desired by Sr The-
cla continue to expand year
after year and, faithful to the
charism of ‘being commu-
nicators’ like this modern
woman and religious sister,
the Daughters of St Paul are
engaged throughout the
world in the publication
of books and newspapers;
they produce music, vid-
eos, films, radio broadcasts;
they manage publishing
houses and bookstores;
they manage websites and
social media networks; they
carry out professional New
Media Education courses
and online biblical courses.

©6The Daughters of St Paul
wanted to celebrate the figure
of Sr Thecla and their journey
in this century of history, as

underlined by the Superior
General Sr Anna Caiazza”

Sr Anna

Exactly 60 years after her
death and on the threshold
of the 110th anniversary
of the foundation of the
Congregation, the Daugh-
ters of St Paul wanted to
celebrate the figure of Sr
Thecla and their journey in
this century of history, as
underlined by the Superior
General Sr Anna Caiazza.
To do this, they have cho-
sen an original way, in line
with the communication
style of the co-foundress:
scrollytelling, “an innova-
tive tool that allows us to
preserve together the safe-
guarding of our roots and to
project towards the future
of our mission in the world
of communication.” “This
project was a dream,” she
added “that we in the gen-
eral government nurtured
from the very first days of
our mandate, and it is a lov-
ing tribute to this mother
who was an incredible com-
municator. We felt it was
important to make known
this innovative woman
capable of penetrating the
complex world of communi-
cation towards which, espe-
cially in Sr Thecla’s time,
there was much suspicion
within the Church. If today
the Church can also boast
of many means of expres-
sion, it is also due to this
woman.”

Launching

The launching of this pro-
ject and its presentation
to the public and the press
took place, Sunday, June 16,
in a packed lecture hall at

the Pauline Sisters’ house in
Rome.

66 Itisa

beautiful example
of communion
between those who
conceived it, those
who use it and, in
this case, Sr Thecla”

One of the speakers at
the launch of the scrollytell-
ing project was Paolo Ruffini,
Prefect of the Holy See’s
Dicastery for Communica-
tion. “Scrollytelling,” he said,
“has this special feature;
you cannot do it alone and it
helps us to understand that

digital is not only for divid-
ing but for uniting, bringing
together languages, people,
memories, and involving in
an active way not just pas-
sive. It is a beautiful example
of communion between those
who conceived it, those who
use it and, in this case, Sr The-
cla, and it shows that commu-
nication and communion are
intrinsically linked.”

Congregation

Scrollytelling, still little
used in Europe, is a new
method of telling the story
of a congregation, of its
founders, as well as of any
other context. An extraor-
dinary tool that makes the
most of the potential of
technology and aims to put

those who use it in direct
contact with the subject of
the story, in an immersive
and interactive experience
“This project,” says Paolo
Pellegrini, CEO of Media-
cor, the communications
agency that created the
project “is not a point of
arrival but a starting point.
We trust that it will be a
tool for good communica-
tion all over the world. We
wanted to tell the story in
an original and effective
way and we thought of an
innovative language that is
still little used. A tool that
allows a user to scroll and
get involved in an intuitive
narrative. Something that
can convey information and
emotions at the same time.”
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Catholic Youth Groups Collaborate to
bring the ‘Way of Wonder’ to Dublin

Bill Donaghy on a
conversation with
Pure in Heart

-

Eoin McCormack

n a world of information-

overload, where every

influencer, media com-

pany, and big-business is
clamouring for our attention,
effective evangelisation can
feel like a daunting task. One of
the questions that subsequently
arises in for the Church in the
modern age, is how exactly we
can be heard amid a world that
is already filled with so many
distractions. Or perhaps, more
practically, with what method
can the Good News be preached
in an already noisy world?

Beauty

One way, which may sound
surprisingly simple, that the
Church has used for millen-
nia and may be the perfect fit
for today’s culture, is the use
of beauty. The Way of Beauty
or the Via Pulchritudinis, is a
successfully tried and tested
method of evangelisation in
the history of the Church. In an
age where high-quality video,
image, and sound is but a click

of a button away, our historical
association with beauty and
the arts may just be the best
thing we have going for us in
our attempt to reach out to the
wider culture in contemporary
times.

A 2006 plenary assembly
of Bishops examining the Via
Pulchritudinis maintained that
using beauty as a means of
evangelisation can be the most
effective way to “get in touch
with many of those who face
great difficulties in receiving
the Church’s teachings”.

Transcendentals

But what is it about beauty that
mabkes for good evangelisation?
Theological tradition main-
tains that all reality can be
explained through the three
transcendentals. Namely, that
which is True, Good, and Beau-
tiful. The three transcenden-
tals, therefore, are the means
through which we interact with
the world as human beings
and fundamentally the means
through which we interact with
the source of life itself - God.
Reading the ‘signs of the
times’ in the post-modern con-
text that we live in today which
Pope Benedict XVI once styled
“a dictatorship of relativism”,
people are very often suspi-
cious of any truth claims and
perhaps even more suspicious
of any moral ones. Out of fear of
offending the other, young peo-

ple are told by the culture that
objective truth doesn't exist,
and subsequently that moral
values are completely subjec-
tive. ‘Live your own truth’ is the
common cultural mantra.

66 Interaction with
beauty develops

in us intuition for
something much
deeper - the natural

inkling for the
Divine whose image
we were created in”

This leaves us with one
transcendental that is difficult
to argue with, namely ‘beauty’.
Beauty is a non-confronta-
tional way to express the inex-
pressible. Take something like
Mozart’s Great Mass for exam-
ple, or Michelangelo’s Pieta.
The powerful emotions that
these pieces of art stir up inside
of us cannot be fully explained
away by rational science. Inter-
action with beauty develops
in us intuition for something

much deeper - the natural
inkling for the Divine whose
image we were created in. You
cannot help but be ‘drawn in’ to
the objectivity of beauty, thus
pointing us back to the true and
the good.

Faith journey

Recently in fact, a member of
our young adult ministry in
the parish presented to the
group her personal faith testi-
mony which began with a trip
to the Vatican. Coming from
a protestant culture which
emphasised bare-walled
church interiors, the young
lady was awe-struck enter-
ing the Vatican to see such
beautiful art and architecture
all created for the purposes of
praising God.

It was this encounter with
beauty that led her to con-
sider not only what exactly
could inspire people to create
such beauty, but what is its
fundamental purpose and illu-
mination. Subsequently, this
experience led her to consider
the bigger questions of life and
embark on an inner journey to

« Al

the source and light of life itself
and just two months ago she
was received into the Catholic
Church.

‘The Way of Wonder’

Considering the suitabil-
ity and power of beauty for
evangelisation in the modern
age, two Catholic young adult
groups in Dublin -Young
Adults Rathmines & Pure in
Heart - are collaborating to
host an immersive experi-
ence of beauty, art, music
and spirituality, led by inter-
nationally acclaimed speaker
and author Bill Donaghy.

Content Specialist with
the Theology of the Body
Institute in the USA, Bill
Donaghy, will lead a night of
music and reflection open-
ing hearts and minds to the
source and light of life - the
one true God.

This very special one-time
event organised in conjunc-
tion with the Theology of the
Body Institute’s 20™" anniver-
sary, will see Senior Lecturer
Bill Donaghy host a ‘night
of wonder’ under the iconic

06 The Way of Wonder is timely event to
reach out to the culture and evangelise

with this non-confrontational invitation
to God through beauty”

dome of Mary Immaculate
Refuge of Sinners, Rathmines
on Friday July 26 at 7pm.

66 It is aimed

to recapture the
imagination of the
secular age and
point us back to
the source of that
natural yearning
for God”

Rathmines Church is built
in the model of a Greek cross
which includes a magnificent
four-pillar portico. As well as
it's Orthodox styled dome, it
contains a rich interior with
an array of paintings recently
installed (having been moved
from Conliffe College Seminary)
making it an appropriate venue
for the beauty-immersive event.

The Way of Wonder is timely
event to reach out to the culture
and evangelise with this non-
confrontational invitation to
God through beauty. It is aimed
to recapture the imagination
of the secular age and point us
back to the source of that natu-
ral yearning for God which as
the Catechism says, is written
on every human heart.

O Tickets are available on
www.eventbrite.ie and at the
doors from 6.30pm.
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ven though the

Bible was written

ages ago, its pages

always have mean-
ings and messages for us
today. Our challenge is to
find connections between
the text of yesterday and
the ‘today’ of our lives. There
are five parts to lectio divina
- holy reading - which is an
ancient way of praying with
Scripture. Those parts are
listening, understanding,
reflecting, praying and act-
ing.

1. Listening: Reading a
sacred text with expectancy,
trusting that God will speak
his word to us through
the page, is best described
as a deep listening. In his
monastic Rule, St Benedict
described this kind of read-
ing as hearing “with the ear
of our heart”: God speaks
and we listen.

The key to this deep lis-
tening is reading the biblical
text with as little prejudg-
ment as possible - as if we
were hearing it for the first
time. We can't listen fully to
God if we think we already
know what the text is going
to tell us. Rather, this expect-
ant reading requires that we
create a space within our-
selves for the new insight
and wisdom God wants to
give us through the sacred
page.

This deep listening
requires careful, fully atten-
tive reading, engaging our
mind, our imagination, our
emotions and our will. It can
be helpful to read aloud, so
that we see the words with
our eyes, form them with our
lips and hear them with our
ears. We savour the words of
the sacred literature, appre-
ciating the images, envision-
ing the scene, feeling the
sentiments and allowing
the words to move from our
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heads to our hearts.

2. Understanding: The
Church’s early theologians
show us that there is no clear
distinction between study-
ing Scripture and reading
it prayerfully. The more we
come to understand the text
with our minds, the more we
are capable of being changed
by it.

Bible studies
and biblical
commentaries
can be a
great help to
increasing our
understanding”

Grasping the full mean-
ing of the text is easier and
more meaningful when we
know something of the Scrip-
ture’s original context - his-
torical, cultural, literary and
religious. When, where and
why was the author writing?
Most importantly, how did
the writer’s faith manifest
itself in the text, and what

kind of faith response does
the writer expect from the
reader? Seeking to under-
stand the faith dimension of
the text helps us transcend
the original circumstances
in which it was written and
allows us to see the lasting
significance and validity it has
for all of us.

Bible studies and biblical
commentaries can be a great
help to increasing our under-
standing - as can reading the
Bible with companion guides,
studying the forewords of the
books being read or paying
careful attention to the foot-
notes used in the Bible to
explain key themes and ref-
erences.

Listening to the text
with the understanding of
the Church and some basic
insights of biblical scholar-
ship can assure us that we're
getting a true, accurate and
faithful understanding of the
text. This listening to the text
for understanding, with its
multiple layers of meaning
and rich history of interpre-
tation, forms the foundation
on which we can begin to
experience its transforming
potential.

What does
‘Ordinary |

Time’ mean in
the Church’s
calendar?

Jenna Marie Cooper
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3. Reflecting: Even though the
Bible was written ages ago, its
pages always have meanings
and messages for us today.
Our challenge is to find con-
nections between the text
of yesterday and the ‘today’
of our lives. By reflecting on
the sacred texts, we link the
biblical truth of scriptural
passages to the experience
of faith in the world in which
we live.

Because biblical literature
is the word of God, it holds
meaning for people in every
age and culture. Its personal
message can be received by
every reader who listens to
the word in the context of
his or her daily experiences.
We should read the text until
it becomes like a mirror,
reflecting some of our own
thoughts, questions, chal-
lenges and experiences.

Mary of Nazareth is the
best model for this type of
reflecting on God’s word:
“Mary kept all these things,
pondering them in her heart”
(Lk 2:19). ‘Pondering’ suggests
that the word being reflected
upon has enough gravity to

L}

shape and expand the under-
standing of our hearts. The
word of God can form our
hearts when we allow it to
rest within us and gradually
mold our desires, insights and
judgments.

Our
prayerful
response to God
flows directly
from our
biblical reading,
understanding
and reflecting”

4. Praying: After listening
carefully and reflectively to
God’s word in Scripture, we
naturally reach a point where
we want to respond. Prayer
is our heartfelt response to
God'’s word. In this way, lec-
tio divina becomes a dialogue
with God: We listen to God,
then we respond to God in
prayer.

Our prayerful response
to God flows directly from
our biblical reading, under-
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The five parts of praying with Scripture

standing and reflecting. Our
prayer is enriched through
the vocabulary, images and
sentiments of the biblical
text as it is joined with our
own thoughts, needs and
desires. As a grace-filled and
Spirit-led response to God,
our prayer becomes increas-
ingly personal and intimate.

After responding to God
with word-filled prayer,
words gradually become
less helpful and unneces-
sary. We are then often
led by God into a wordless
silence, an effortless rest-
ing in God’s presence. This
type of prayer is tradition-
ally called contemplation.
We simply end our prayer
by receiving and accepting
the transforming embrace
of the One who has led us to
the quiet moment.

5. Acting: After prayerfully
listening to God through a
passage of Scripture, we are
challenged and moved to
make a difference in the way
we live. In addition to draw-
ing us inward to reflection
and prayer, the word of God
impels us outward to those
people and situations in
need of God’s light and com-
passionate presence. By act-
ing on Scripture we become,
as James says, “doers of the
word, and not hearers only”
(Jas 1:22).

Active change in our lives
is the fruit of lectio divina.
Occasionally, the changes
are remarkable; more often,
they are subtle. As we open
ourselves to encountering
Christ through revealed
spiritual practices such as
lectio divina, we gradually
become aware that the fruit
of studying the Bible is the
fruit of the Spirit: “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gen-
tleness (and) self-control”
(Gal 5:22-23).

When we begin to notice
this fruit in the way we live
each day, we will know that
the word of God is working
within us. We become more
effective members of the
body of Christ in the world
and witnesses to God’s king-
dom.
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Wedding bells musg

Greg Erlandson

must have skipped the

chapter in my ‘how to par-

ent’ instruction manual

where it talked about
weddings. Not my wedding, of
course, but all the weddings of
my kids, the friends of my kids
and the kids of my friends.

For me, the year 2024 is
turning into a banner year for
nuptials, including the wedding
of one of my sons. Yet we have
been invited to at least five other
weddings this year as well. We
are swamped by the logistics
of attending. We get save-the-
date cards with a photo of the
couple, then the actual wed-
ding invitations. We negotiate
wedding websites to R.S.V.P.
and to send gifts. In case you
didn’'t know, department store
gift registries are now as old
fashioned as department stores.
It is far busier for some of our
children, who have even more
weddings to attend, bridesmaid
dresses to buy, bachelor parties
to throw, and travel and hotel
expenses to cover.

I can’'t complain, however.
My wife and I are cheered by
this nuptial rush, for the sta-
tistics about young people get-
ting married have been falling
for years. Marriage has been in
something approaching freefall
since the 1960s. Catholic mar-
riage rates have been dropping
precipitously as well.

Freefall

Some of this freefall is due to a
rampant distrust of institutions
that harkens back to Mae West
(“Marriage is a great institu-
tion, but I'm not ready for an
institution yet”). Some of it
reflects a distrust of the Church
itself. Some of it is cautiousness
about commitment in an era of
divorce. And some of it is the
result of a crisis in dating.

We are hearing far too
many stories of young men and
young women (and some not-
so-young men and women)
who want marriage but are not

finding suitable partners. Even
worse are the stories of young
men and women who don’t
know how, or are afraid, to ask
someone out on a date. Col-
leges are even offering dating
instruction courses, for which
there appears to be a real
need. Young men tell me they
are afraid that any expression
of interest may be interpreted
as harassment, and young
women tell me of men who
seem to be mired in perpetual
adolescence.

And for parents who worry
about their single children,
it is usually made absolutely
clear to them that they are not
allowed to play matchmaker.
Meanwhile, their (quite won-
derful) children wait and wait
for lightning to strike. But I
digress.

What I want to tell all the
couples that are getting mar-
ried this year is that they
should not focus on the wed-
ding day. It is just one day,
after all. It is not worth going
into debt for or causing all your
friends to go into debt for. The
destination, the trappings, the
dress - these are all irrelevant
when compared to what this
day signifies the start of: a
shared life together.

66 Marriage is an
ongoing seminar
in selflessness. It’s
not always easy”

After 41 years of marriage,
I can testify that (a) marriage
is great, (b) marriage does
take work (on oneself), and
(c) all the effort is worth it.

For Catholics, the challenge
and the joy of ‘becoming one
flesh’ is that the couple is
committing to helping each
other become more like Jesus,
that is to grow in life-giving
and generous love. That is
why we get married, why we
hope to have children, why
we make a lifelong commit-
ment. Marriage is an ongoing
seminar in selflessness. It’s
not always easy. We even fail
at times. But after 41 years
of marriage, I can testify that
the rewards are greater than
anything those young couples
can imagine right now.

So raise a glass and toast
the beginning of one of life’s
most rewarding adventures.

66For Catholics, the challenge
and the joy of ‘becoming one
flesh’ is that the couple is
committing to helping each
other become more like Jesus,
that is to grow in life-giving
and generous love”
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A reflection on time’s fleeting nature
and our relationship with God

s I'm sitting in the chapel,

I hear the clock in the sac-

risty ticking in the silence.

The tick of every second
is the ever-fleeting present leading
to the next moment - the future St
Teresa of Kolkata’s words come to
mind, “Yesterday is gone. Tomor-
row has not yet come. We have only
today. Let us begin.”

Filmmaker Christopher Nolan
uses the reality of time effectively
in his storytelling. Hans Zimmer’s
soundtrack in Dunkirk creates
suspense and urgency with a tick-
ing clock underlying his score. The
movie relays the rescue of the beach-
stranded soldiers surrounded by the
enemy as a race against time. In his
sci-fi thriller Inception, the spinning
top symbolises time and reality.
If it falls over Leonardo DiCaprio’s
character Cobb is awake in the real
world, but if it remains spinning, he
is immersed in a dream. Nolan tells
a group of Princeton graduates his
reason for the film’s unresolved end-
ing, “Reality matters... I want you to
chase your reality.” In other words,
live in the present.

Time reminds us that it is fleeting.
It never stops. Like in the story of
Cinderella when the clock strikes
midnight all the beautiful fantasy

fades away. What remains is the
reality of the present. We can’t
stop growing older. We can’t stop
family and friends from the real-
ity of death. We can’t hold back
time to relish the good times. We
can only keep moving forward.
We can live in the present.

Relish the
moments: Let go
of the past with
its mistakes and
disappointments.
Be grateful for what
you have right now
and thank God for
these blessing”

God exists in the ‘eternal now’,
that is, outside of time that moves
from moment to moment. But he
waits for us to discover him in the
fleeting moments of beauty before
us in a redwood-lined, mountain-
ous trail, the smile of a friend or
the gift of grace in prayer. We
recognise him in the generosity
of strangers, the meaning of our
lives and the hope for life with
him forever in heaven. Some-
times we may become a slave of
time anxiously planning the next
thing. We want to live in the pre-
sent, but it moves on so quickly.
Cherishing the time we have now
helps us focus on what matters.

So, how can we live in the pre-
sent? Here are five ways:

-Relish the moments: Let go
of the past with its mistakes and
disappointments. Be grateful for
what you have right now and

thank God for these blessings.

-Don’t worry: Jesus says, “Do
not worry about tomorrow...
Today’s trouble is enough for
today” (Mt 6:34). Surrender all
your cares to the Lord.

-Choose the good: Discern the
best next step in self-giving love
and do that. Choose what will
bring you peace.

-Lighten the baggage: Divest
yourself of excess possessions.

-Be optimistic: Smile and share
a word of joy with others.

[ bring these tips into my daily
prayer and experiences. My fam-
ily all live in different areas of the
country. I am grateful to God for
the opportunity each time we
come together. And so, I decide
before each visit that I will relish
the moments we have as a family. It
gets harder and harder to say good-
bye when it’s time to leave. How
much longer will we have together?
Only God knows! It’s futile to bring
up past hurts or be anxious about
future concerns. When I live in the
present, I find joy in the moment.

Time marches on, like Pink Floyd
sings in the song ‘Time’. Before we
know it, we question if we've really
lived. Instead, the present holds the
reality of life in view of eternity.
We live well when we focus on the
now with a grateful heart. When
we do, we find God. For God is in
the present moment waiting for us
to recognise that we have today to
live and to love. So, let’s begin.

Sister Nancy Usselmann, a
Daughter of St Paul, is director of
the Pauline Centre for Media Stud-
ies in Los Angeles and a media lit-
eracy education specialist.
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Q: | once heard a priest talk
about Ordinary Time and that it
didn’t mean ‘plain’ or that other
times were more important. Of
course, | can’t remember how
he explained it. Can you explain
some more?

A: 1 personally was not there
when your priest was giving his
talk, so I can't comment spe-
cifically on what he said. But my
guess is that your priest noted
that we use the word ‘ordinary’ in
our English term ‘Ordinary Time’
because it refers to ‘ordinal num-
bers’, i.e. numbers that denote a
rank or sequence.

Depending on how the days
of the week fall in a given year,
Ordinary Time is 33-34 weeks
long, and the days in Ordinary
Time are generally identified by
their number. For instance, on the
second Sunday of July 2024, we
will be celebrating the fifteenth
Sunday in Ordinary Time.

The Latin term for Ordinary
Time is similarly straightfor-
ward and practical: ‘tempus per
annum’ roughly translates into
‘time during the year’.

But although the ‘ordinary’ in
‘Ordinary Time’ does not come
from the same source as our
word for ‘unremarkable’, in my
own opinion the double meaning
of the word ‘ordinary’ is a linguis-
tic happy accident. In a certain
sense, Ordinary Time is indeed
‘ordinary’ in this way.

Ordinary Time begins after the
feast of the Baptism of the Lord,
which marks the closing of the
Christmas season. The first few
weeks of Ordinary Time occur
during the winter, until it is inter-
rupted by Lent and the Easter sea-
son. After the Easter season closes
with Pentecost, Ordinary Time
resumes and carries on through
late spring until early winter with
the beginning of Advent.

Not only does Ordinary Time
represent a quieter period
between the Church’s major
solemnities and more ‘intense’
seasons, but the proper liturgy for
a particular day in Ordinary Time
is often replaced by various other
feasts and commemorations.

Still, just because Ordinary
Time might be ‘ordinary’ in
more ways than one, this does
not mean that we should see it

as boring or unimportant. Like
all liturgical seasons, Ordinary
Time calls us to reflect on par-
ticular mysteries of the faith in
a more focused way than we
would in other seasons. As
the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops notes: “The Sundays
and weeks of Ordinary Time, on
the other hand, take us through
the life of Christ. This is the time
of conversion. This is living the
life of Christ. Ordinary Time is a
time for growth and maturation,
a time in which the mystery of
Christ is called to penetrate ever
more deeply into history until
all things are finally caught up
in Christ.”

During the brief period of
Ordinary Time between Christ-
mas and Lent, we can remember
the hidden years of Jesus with
his family in Nazareth prior to
the beginning of his public min-
istry - a ministry that began with
his forty days of testing in the
desert, which we recall during
the season of Lent that immedi-
ately follows.

Pentecost calls to mind the
birth of the Church and the com-
mission of the Apostles to go out
to the whole world to spread
the Gospel; and the subsequent
return to Ordinary Time reminds
us to ‘get to work’ in the normal,
daily task of evangelising in the
course of our everyday lives. The
green vestments used in Ordinary
Time further remind us of life and
fruitfulness during the long sum-
mer growing season.

During the autumn, when the
days grow shorter, the readings
of Ordinary Time take on a more
apocalyptic tone, reminding us of
Christ’s second coming at the end
of all time. Ordinary Time thereby
appropriately culminates in the
feast of Christ the King. Then the
Church’s reflection on Christ’s sec-
ond coming as Judge flows seam-
lessly into a sense of joy at his first
coming as a humble infant during
the Advent season. And so, the
whole cycle begins again.
© Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds
a licentiate in canon law, is a con-
secrated virgin and a canonist
whose column appears weekly at
0SV News. Send your questions to
CatholicQA@osv.com.
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Christ in Gethsemane by
Carl Heinrich Bloch, 1880

e live this life “mourning
and weeping in a valley
of tears.” This was part
of a prayer my parents
prayed every day of their adult lives,
as did many others in their generation.
In the light of contemporary sensitivi-
ties (and one-sided spiritualities), this
might sound morbid. Are we to under-
stand our lives as time of grieving in a
world that cannot deliver happiness? Is
this really what God wants of us?
Taken without nuance, this can
indeed be morbid. God didn’t put us
into this world to suffer in order to
go to Heaven. No. God is a good par-
ent. Good parents bring children into
this world with the intent that they
should flourish and find happiness. So
why might our Christian faith ask us to
understand ourselves as mourning and
weeping in a valley of tears?

For my parents, that phrase brought a
certain consolation, namely, that their
lives didn’t have to deliver the full sym-
phony, Heaven right now. It gave them
sacred permission to accept that in life
there will be disappointments, suffer-
ing, poverty, sickness, loss, frustrated
dreams, heartbreak, misunderstanding
and death. They never over-expected
and understood that it is normal to
experience pain and disappointment.
Paradoxically, by accepting this limita-

tion, they were able to give themselves
permission to thoroughly enjoy life’s
good moments without guilt.

For the most part
spiritualities today do
not leave sufficient
space for grieving, a
lacuna shared by most
of the secular world”

My fear is that we are not equipping
ourselves nor the next generation with
the tools needed to undergo frustra-
tion, disappointment and heartbreak
without breaking down in faith (and
sometimes too in psyche and body).
Today, for the most part, our normal
expectation is that we shouldn’t be
finding ourselves mourning and weep-
ing, but rather that life should be deliv-
ering a full symphony. We no longer
feel that we have sacred permission to
be weeping.

The spirituality we breathe in

today from our churches, theologi-
ans and spiritual writers has many
strong points (just as the one my par-
ents breathed in had its weaknesses).
However, to my mind, for the most
part spiritualities today do not leave
sufficient space for grieving, a lacuna
shared by most of the secular world.

We are not making enough space
for grief, either in our churches or in
our lives. We are not giving people the
tools they need to handle frustration,
loss, and heartbreak, nor how to grieve
when they are beset by them. Outside
of our funeral rituals, we make very lit-
tle room for grief. Worse still, we tend
to give the impression that there is
something wrong in our lives if there
are tears. What's the place and value
of grieving?

First, as Karl Rahner poetically explains,
it is a way of “accepting that in the tor-
ment of the insufficiency of everything
attainable we ultimately learn that
here in this life there is no finished
symphony”. Grieving is also, as Rachel

Naomi Remen writes, a critical way of
self-care. Not to grieve, she submits, is
adenial of our own wholeness. “People
burn out because they don’t grieve”.
British novelist Anita Brookner repeats
a particular refrain in several of her
books. Commenting on marriage, she
suggests that “the first task in a mar-
riage is for the couple to console each
other for the fact that they cannot not
disappoint each other.”

My parents had not read Karl Rah-
ner, Rachel Noami Remen or Anita
Brookner, but in their daily prayer they
reminded themselves that in this life
there is no finished symphony, that
grieving is healthy self-care and that
it's consoling to accept that neither of
them could ever be quite enough for
the other since only God can provide
that.

If Jesus wept, so
must we. The disciple
is never superior to
the master”

What do we need to grieve? Our
human condition and all that comes
with it, namely, impermanence,
the loss of our youth, the loss of a
youthful body, wounds, betrayals,
frustrated dreams, heartbreaks, the
loss of loved ones, the death of our
honeymoons, the perennial flow

through our lives of people, places,
and institutions and then disap-
pearing, our incapacity to not be
disappointing to others, the loss of
our health and our eventual deaths.
That's what we need to grieve.

And how do we grieve? Jesus left
us a template for this when he
grieved in the garden of Gethse-
mane. What did he do when, as
the Gospels say, he was reduced to
“sweating blood” as he faced his
own imminent death? He prayed,
prayed a prayer that openly and
honestly expressed his agony,
that recognised his distance from
others inside this suffering, which
acknowledged his own helpless-
ness to do anything to change the
situation, that repeatedly begged
God to alter things, but that
expressed a trust in God despite
the present darkness. That's the
way Jesus wept.

If Jesus wept, so must we. The dis-
ciple is never superior to the master.
Moreover, we can learn from Jesus
that mourning and weeping in our
lives do not necessarily mean that
there is something wrong. It might
well mean that this is where are
meant to be.

We have sacred permission to
sometimes be in agony.
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Am 7:12-15

Ps 85:9-10, 11-12,
13-14

Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10
Mk 6:7-13

n the second book of
his Dialogues, Pope
Gregory the Great
tells of the holiness
of St Benedict, whose
memorial is celebrated
on the 11th day of July.
We learn that Benedict
lived for three years in
Subiaco, some 40 miles
outside of Rome. He fled
the ancient city that
was self-destructing
in its moral decay and
chose instead a life of
detachment from worldly
goods. Benedict lived a
life of prayer, solitude
and poverty focused on
God that served as the
spiritual foundation of
monastic communities
dedicated to “ora et

The Sunday
Gospel

Jem Sullivan

labora,” prayer and work.

Civilsation

Overtime, Benedictine
monasteries, described by
their founder as “a school
for the Lord’s service,”
would transform Western
civilisation with the light of
the Gospel lived in prayer,
manual labour, learning and

detachment from the world.
The Rule of St Benedict laid
the foundations for the
evangelisation of Europe
and the flowering of
medieval Christianity.

66 To serve Jesus
required complete
detachment from
the world”

In this Sunday’s Gospel,
Jesus calls the Twelve
Apostles and begins to send
them out two by two. This
was a key moment for the

B
L

Trusting along the journey
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disciples, as their life with
Jesus is transformed into
their vocation. It is the
moment when the disciples
become apostles, sent

by Jesus to continue his
ministry of teaching, healing
and self-giving love. To serve
Jesus required complete
detachment from the world.

Reflecting

As Jesus sent his disciples out,
he gave them instructions
that are worth reflecting

on as we ponder the word

of God today. Jesus tells his
disciples to take nothing for
the journey, except a walking

06 The radical poverty that Jesus asks of
his disciples makes sense only in light of
the great mission he is calling them to. To
serve the Lord as his missionary disciple
demands complete dependence on God”

stick and sandals. They were
not to take food, sack, money
or even a second tunic!

66 To serve

the Lord as his
missionary disciple
demands complete

dependence on
God”

Jesus’ words must have
surprised his disciples. To
take nothing on a journey
is counterintuitive. But the
radical poverty that Jesus
asks of his disciples makes
sense only in light of the great
mission he is calling them
to. To serve the Lord as his
missionary disciple demands
complete dependence on God.

A disciple is called to trust
that God’s providential love
provides for the journey.
Rather than being concerned
with and distracted by
the demands of material

possessions, a disciple of Jesus
fixes his or her gaze on the
mission of sharing the life-
giving message of the Gospel
with those in physical and
spiritual need.

The saints of the Christian
tradition show that it is possible
to live for union with God,
in radical detachment from
the cares and possessions of
this world. Like the disciples,
we too are called to forms of
detachment, suited to our state
in life, as we depend on God to
whom we pray, “Speak to me,
Lord.”

Question: What are you
called to be detached from as a
disciple of Jesus?
© Jem Sullivan holds a
doctorate in religious
education and is an
associate professor
of catechetics in the
School of Theology and
Religious Studies at
The Catholic University of
America in Washington.
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ow we treat our

children is some-

thing of a conun-

drum, but doing it

well is surely a mark of how
caring and genuine our soci-
ety is. I observe how much we
love our children, how most
parents would do anything
for them, even give their own
lives if required. We see the
unbearable grief when a child
is lost. And yet some parents
abuse their children and
some institutions, including
Church, State and sports bod-
ies have fallen far short in the
care they give to our children.
These thoughts were
prompted by several stories in
the media. Early this week on
Morning Ireland (RTE Radio
1, Monday July 8), we heard
from Dr Maria Corbett of the
Child Law Project, with dis-
turbing stories of state bodies
failing children on a distress-
ing scale. A High Court judge
said there was “a tsunami
about to reach shore and
nothing is being done”. There
were stories of child traffick-
ing, sexual abuse and “insta-
bility in care placements”. A
judge described some chil-
dren as “effectively home-
less,” though in the care of
the State. There are obviously
huge failures in oversight and
no doubt some of the problem
is resource related, but that
doesn’t excuse the failings.
Recently it was also reported
that the majority of a fund
intended for the relief of sco-
liosis in children was used,

Mary Aiken, cyber psychologist.

Photo: Diarmuid Greene

according to the Minister for
Health - “more broadly across
Child Health Ireland”.

Sometimes it’s a matter of
skewed priorities — millions
can be found for the preven-
tion of children (free contra-
ception) and the destruction
of children (free abortions).
Children and pregnancies are
not diseases and yet those
children who have real medi-
cal problems often have trou-
ble accessing the necessary
help.

How social media and
modern communications
technology damages chil-
dren has been discussed fre-
quently, but action is very
slow. On Sunday Sequence
(BBC Radio Ulster) cyber psy-
chologist Mary Aiken, once
again highlighted the dan-

gers. She found some sign the
tide was turning in the recent
suggestion by the US Surgeon
General Vivek Murphy that
cigarette-like health warn-
ings be attached to social
media websites, drawing
attention to the “significant
mental health harms”. She
also drew attention to his
game-changing statement
that “unleashing powerful
technology which has never
been proven safe has contrib-
uted to a mental health emer-
gency amongst teenagers”.
She saw “increasing levels of
anxiety and depression” in
young people, with increas-
ing self-harm and suicidal
ideation. I'd suspect there are
other contributing factors,
like climate anxiety, relation-
ship confusion or the lack of

religious faith giving direction
and meaning.

Lawyer Paul Tweed feared
there was “a generation of
young people addicted to
screens”. In his efforts to
effect change, he found it
very difficult dealing with
the tech giants. In fact, with
the development of Artificial
Intelligence, he suspected he
was dealing with Al generated
responses when engaging
with them. It was only when
lawyers got involved that you
got to communicate with an
actual human. He saw a bat-
tlefield opening up, including
the possibility of class actions,
and much of the action might
centre on Ireland where
many of the big tech com-
panies have their European
headquarters. He thought we

PICK OF THE WEEK

NATIONAL DAY OF COMMEMORATION

RTE One Sunday July 14, 10.55am

Annual ceremony of remembrance for all Irish people who
died in wars or on service with the United Nations.

SONGS OF PRAISE

BBC Two Sunday July 14, 1.15pm
Aled Jones explores fascinating hidden gem churches in
London with historian and tour guide Joanna Bogle.

ST THERESE - DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH: A

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

EWTN Sunday July 14, 9pm

Looking at the life and world of St Therese of Lisieux, her
writings and an examination of their relevance to Catholics

today.

needed a strong regulatory
framework but one that was
enforced. Indeed, I thought,
we are far better in Ireland
in making rules (the easy bit)
than in enforcing them (the
tricky bit).

Interview

Not unrelated was the inter-
view with pop singer and
Grammy winner Kaya Jones
on Mornings with Kieran
(Spirit Radio, Friday). Jones
had several abortions, which
she regretted, and was in
Dublin to speak at last week-
end’s Rally for Life. She was
critical of the exploitation of
young women in the music
industry. She once had to
perform while a medical
abortion was in progress, and
seeing young girls looking up
to her on stage she felt she

Aubrey Malone

had a responsibility to do bet-
ter. She thanked God for sav-
ing her life, for steering her
away from the secular world
towards the Gospel world
where she could sing for Him.
She engaged in detailed study
of Scripture and now wanted
to educate young people, to
help them make better deci-
sions - she said, “when we
know better, we do better”.
We can virtue signal, tick
boxes, engage in pious plati-
tudes, pass a children’s rights
referendum and then take
away their right to be born,
but the practical approaches
of Kaya Jones, as with the
efforts of Mary Aiken, Paul
Tweed and the Children’s Law
Project, give real hope.

Thrills and spills by the Bucketload on Netflix

here are more twists

and turns in The

Weekend Away than

the road from Dublin
to Ballyjamesduff. It’s about
a young woman who goes
missing after a night out with
her best friend in Croatia.
Who'’s responsible? At one
stage | suspected four differ-
ent people. It was none of
them! Okay so it’s popcorn
entertainment but it will keep
you guessing right up to the
last few minutes.

Leighton Meester, the her-
oine, is one of those actresses
who can look different in
almost every shot. No matter
who else is in the frame you
find yourself watching her. I
saw her as a psychotic char-
acter in The Roommate some
years ago and she was equally

compelling.

Schumacheris a documen-
tary about the famous racing
driver Michael Schumacher.
He was involved in a freakish
accident in 2013 that changed
his life irrevocably. It hap-
pened when he was on a ski-
ing holiday. He hit his head off
a rock while careering down
a slope, suffering profound
brain injuries as a result.

Some people felt he might
have been better off to have
died. He was placed in an
induced coma. He's been
home for some years now. His
family are tight-lipped about
his present condition. Last
year they took a legal action
against a German magazine
that published an ‘interview’
with him which turned out
to be Al-generated: a worry-

Schumacher

ing sign of our times.
Schumacher examines

his life as one of the great-

est Formula 1 drivers of all

time rather than dwelling
on his current predicament.
How weird that a man who
appeared to have the prover-

bial nine lives on the track
could be brought so low by
a seemingly innocuous inci-
dent.

Films
Despite the Falling Snow is
a fairly decent Russian spy
thriller. I'm not a fan of films
that have two constantly jux-
taposing time frames, but
Rebecca Ferguson is always
watchable, and the cinema-
tography is excellent. I just
wish there was more of a
story. It's like a beautiful box
of chocolates you can’t eat.
Deadly Switch is one of
those films that would have
been fine if it wasn’t for the
spoiler in the title. Why do
filmmakers do things like
this? If they didn’t, we would
have been more intrigued

about who was stalking the
young girl at its centre — and
why. It becomes a bit ridicu-
lous towards the end, but it
has an intriguing premise.
The plot twists - like in The
Weekend Away - will keep
you from hitting that remote.

I binge-watched all six
episodes of Lies and Deceit in
one day. That’s five hours of
a fairly ordinary story about a
girl who claims she was sexu-
ally abused by a surgeon.

There’s bad Spanish dub-
bing. It isn’t too surprising
where the lies and deceit are
coming from but that’s the
thing about mini-series: they
get in on you like any other
addiction. It’s difficult not to
click “Next Episode” after the
last one ends.

Try to fight it.
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BookReviews

Peter Costello

Philosophy in p
imperial worlds

Journeys of the Mind: A
Life in History,

by Peter Brown

(Princeton University Press,
£38.00)

Dr Patricia Rumsey

eter Brown, a Dub-

liner, is probably the

most famous historian

of early Christianity
alive today. This is his autobiog-
raphy (although thus to pigeon-
hole it, is to do this magnificent
book a grave disservice, for it is
far more than just an autobi-
ography) and it will be eagerly
welcomed by the world of aca-
deme, especially by historians
of late antiquity, who have been
indebted to his research since
the 1960s.

It will also be read with
pleasure, amusement and great
enjoyment not only by academ-
ics but by all those for whom
he wrote- the equivalent of the
“aunts” to whom he refers sev-
eral times as his intended ‘read-
ing public’ (p. 66 “persons who
... had received a good high
school education but had not
continued to the university”).

Aspects

There are so many aspects of
this large (699 pp.) volume
that one could explore and
comment on, but perhaps it
is this sheer human inter-
est at all levels which make
it such a fascinating read.
The characters, both known
and unknown, both famous
but also obscure and unsung,
come alive in the pen portraits
in these pages. We are treated
to vignettes from the Brown
household: Rory, Aunt Mai’s
dog “the result of an amorous
encounter between a pedigree
spaniel and a Labrador” (p.
68); little Peter donating his
Mickey Mouse handkerchief
to the hippopotamus; and
then very much later the mov-
ing description of his father’s
last illness and the sobering
account of his widowed moth-
er’s last years.

But there are excursions into
events and places much more
serious, perceptively analysed
by Brown, and showing the
various threads which make up
the tapestry of this rich life, the
“new landscapes” which “fed
the imagination” (p.293), but
still with his characteristically

R 7

i

ne, as conceived by =
the painter Vittore Carpaccio,

pausing for enlightenment
(painted circa 1504)

gentle and non-judgemental
observations: Irish religion and
society of the mid-twentieth
century; the colonial system of
his father’s involvement in the
Sudan; the bewildering Eng-
lish public school system; life
in the Oxford colleges in the
1950s; the very different life
of the American universities;
lecturing in European univer-
sities and his lengthy travels in
Iran and the Near East, all bril-
liantly and vividly described

and documented from letters
and diaries.

Engrossing

He recounts in engrossing detail
the conception and birth of all
his great works, each one of
them a massive contribution to
that period of history which he
has done so much to reappraise
and identify: the world of “Late
Antiquity”, of the Christian
Roman aristocracy, of Augus-
tine, of the desert ascetics; in

the process introducing us to
the trials and tribulations of an
author and researcher.

66 The humility
and the humour of
this great academic
historian shine out
on every page of this
monumental book”

He explains for us his inten-

©®0As a historian, I felt that my first duty was to
listen carefully to the ancient Christian writers to
make their views ... intelligible to modern readers.
I wanted to catch those voices from a distant age”

tion: “As a historian, I felt that
my first duty was to listen care-
fully to the ancient Christian
writers to make their views ...
intelligible to modern readers.
[ wanted to catch those voices
from a distant age ...” (p. 646).
This is what he has been doing
for more than sixty years and
all today’s students of the late
Classical world are deeply in his
debt for bringing that era alive.

The humility and the
humour of this great academic
historian shine out on every
page of this monumental book
(in his sorrow at hearing in
Rome of the death of his mother
he helped “an old lady by car-
rying her shopping bag up the
hill” [p. 685]).

It will be read with enor-

o e W

mous interest by all those who
have been touched by his work
as an historian, a lecturer, a
writer, a friend, a colleague and
perhaps most of all, as someone
whose sheer humanity has ena-
bled him to rise above the sec-
tarianism and conflict which he
so often saw around him. Now,
still indefatigable though in his
late eighties, he is reading texts
in Ge’ez, the classic language of
Ethiopia, because there is still
“room for many such journeys
of the mind” (p. 699).

@ A historian and theologian,
Dr Patricia Rumsey, a Poor
Clare of the of the community
at Arkley, is an Hon. Associate
Professor at the University of
Nottingham.
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Down the Chandleresque “mean
streets” of darkest Dublin

The Bogart raincoat look;

Dane Jeross: The

Irish Private Eye who
Operates Hollywood
Noir Style,

by Cyril McHale
(Available from Amazon
Media Eu: kindle edition,
£9.99; paperback, £11.00.)

J. Anthony Gaughan

very classic Holly-

wood film is essen-

tially a story and all

of human life is to be
found in those stories. They
range from stories about
the ‘Wild West’ to accounts
of the struggle between the
police and hoodlums for con-
trol of the streets of the mega
cities of the US.

Most are based on the
work of well-known novel-
ists. Historical fiction and,
in recent years, the presen-
tation of historical events
have had the highest view-
ing figures. However, the
crime story and the detec-
tive story remain the staple
offering of the film industry.

From his earliest years
Cyril McHale has been a
Hollywood film-buff with a
particular interest in films
on crime and the adventures
of various ‘private eyes’.

Fixated

He tells us “I got fixated
with the gangster genre at
an early age. I loved to see
the likes of Bogart, Cagney,
Edward G. Robinson and
Bob Mitchum taking on
the low-life hoods of their
world”. It seems his favour-
ite ‘private eyes’ were Sam

Spade and Philip Marlowe,
the creations of Dashiell
Hammett and Raymond
Chandler respectively.

66 Cyril’s fondness
for Hollywood films
also prompts him to
give the female lead
in his tale the name
Marilyn Hayworth

- recalling two

of Hollywood’s
legendary actresses”

His attachment to them
and the culture surround-
ing them is obvious in the
manner in which he sets out
his novel on Dane Jeross, a
Dublin private eye. Dane
models himself on those
tough, wise-cracking pri-
vate eyes who protected
the beautiful blonde her-
oines. He even wears a
fedora and trench coat and
inevitably ‘packs’ a pistol.
All is brought to life on the
screen by Humphry Bogart
and Lauren Bacall.

Cyril’s fondness for Hol-
lywood films also prompts
him to give the female lead
in his tale the name Marilyn
Hayworth - recalling two
of Hollywood’s legendary
actresses.

Paddy Connors, an Irish-
American, is at the centre of
the plot of Cyril’s private-
eye story which unfolds
Hollywood noir style. Con-
nors married Kate and after

she was in receipt of a siz-
able inheritance, absconded
with it.

As the story begins, she
is now Dane’s assistant and
both are tireless in their
search for Connors. Then
a client seeks Dane’s assis-
tance to discover whether
or not her fiancé is two-
timing her. It turns out he
is none other than Connors,
having physically changed
his appearance and adopted
a new persona.

Twists
There are many turns and
twists in the tale, but even-
tually Connors is brought
to book. Before that is
achieved, however, while
out on bail Connors dis-
appears and attempts to
escape to the United States.
He is tracked down by
Dane and his assistant in a
restaurant. Connors grabs
Kate and holds a fork to her
throat. This ruse to escape
and kidnap Kate is thwarted
as, when he leaves the res-
taurant, he discovers that
the ‘parking police’ had
taken possession of his car.
McHale’s story is deftly
developed. His descrip-
tion of the characters is
convincing and the dia-
logue is lively. An enter-
taining homage to a golden
era of crime and detection,
it is a tale of Dublin’s ‘mean
streets’ for a sunny summer
holiday reading treat.
@ ]. Anthony Gaughan is a
historian and critic

The Hopkins Summer School 2024

Peter Costello

The full finalised programme of the annual
Gerard Manley Hopkins International Literary
Festival in the theatre at Newbridge College,
Co. Kildare, is now available to book online. This
year’s programme is as usual, very full and var-
ied with many interesting lectures and attractive

events.

One lecture that especially stands out is one

on Monday 22 July at 11.45 by Brendan Staun-
ton SJ on ‘Hopkins as Jesuit Priest. People often
speak carelessly of Hopkins
poet; but Hopkins himself knew he had a pri-
mary calling as a priest that was more essential
to him. This surely goes to the heart of all things
for Hopkins and his admirers.

Visit the G. M. Hopkins International Literary
Festival site online, or email abbottviv@gmail.

’ o«

vocation” as a

com for further details about the programme

and bookings.

A poet’s thoughts
on life and faith

Gabriel Fitzmaurice making his point of view clear

The Best Loved Poems
of Gabriel Fitzmaurice,
with an introduction by
Declan Kiberd

(Mercier Press, €12.99)

Thomas McCarthy

hose of us who

remember Listowel

Writers’ Week in

its earliest days
will never forget the sing-
ing and cajoling presence of
a whipper-snapper young
poet called Gabriel Fitzmau-
rice - there he would be in
the foyer of the Listowel
Arms, handing a pint to a
wavering Michael Hartnett
or a sheaf of new poems to
Brendan Kennelly or Bryan
MacMahon.

He belonged to the tumult
of that North Kerry life, and
there is still a tumultuous,
life-affirming atmosphere
about the poems selected
for this very portable new
book. The poems offered
here, every one of them,
contain all of the assertions
and grandeur of that world.
Fitzmaurice’s brilliant poem
on a Munster Football Final
held during the Civil War
probably sums up the ethics
of such a life:

‘There’s something more
important here than war.

John Joe Sheehy, centre
forward, Republican,

Con Brosnan, Free State
captain, centrefield;

For what they love, they
both put down the gun -

On Con’s safe conduct,
Sheehy takes the field.

In an hour the Kerry team
will win.

Sheehy will vanish, on
Brosnan’s bond, again.’

To those Kerry values,
one could add story-telling,
religion, family, music. These

are the Kerry essentials and
Fitzmaurice is the Poet Lau-
reate of every element: if
you think such things are
unimportant, then you're a
fool. Or you've never been to
Kerry. His celebration of the
singer Con Greaney, not just
a poem but a recitation in
print, is sustained and aston-
ishing: ‘Born on the moun-
tain/ These eighty years and
more,/ Not born so much as
quarried;/ The mountain life
was poor.’His memory of the
drunk who brings two bot-
tles of Guinness Extra Stout
to the altar rails at Midnight
Mass is both effective and
poignant:

‘But the Christ who thirsts
on Calvary

Has waited all these years

For the fellow cursed
with the cross of thirst

To stand him these few
beers.

The gesture is everything
in such alife, the human ges-
ture contains immensities
and this is what Fitzmau-
rice has always captured in
his work. From his throne in
Moyvane, like a benign wise
Pope, he casts a holy, accept-
ing glance upon exhausted
humanity. And most of the
fine gestures in these poems
arise from attachment, all
kinds of attachments, from
fathers to sons, from singer
to audience, from husband
to wife. His poem ‘Dad’ is the
magnificent celebration of a
good father:

‘A man before his time, he
cooked and sewed,

Took care of me - and
Mammy in her bed...

Now when the New man
poses with his kid,

[ think of all the things
my father did’

‘Every art-work is pos-
sible only to one person at
one time and in one place;
and Fitzmaurice remains
always true to the colour
of his own locality: Moy-
vane, Knockanure, Listowel’
writes Declan Kiberd in his
very fine Introduction. But,
lest we miss the sophis-
tication and deliberate-
ness of Fitzmaurice’s life
in poetry, Kiberd reminds
us of the artistic richness
of those North Kerry/West
Limerick townlands, the
townlands of Thomas Mac-
Creevy, Harry Clarke and
Michael Hartnett. In this
book a great deal of what
is sophisticated and know-
ing is distilled into a kind of
direct story-telling, a ‘dan
direach’ out of the tumult
of so much thought:

‘The bird

Too hurt to feed

Falls in the valley

Of the coat,

And as I help

It claws

And perches on my finger

Bridging the great divide

Of man and bird.’

The cover art of this
book, a clever arrangement
of eighty-one lighthouses by
Brenda Fitzmaurice, serves
perfectly as a metaphor of
what occurs within. This
Best-Loved Poems is a neat
arrangement of votive can-
dles, candles of both light
and hope. All the imper-
fections of human nature,
all the goodness within, all
humility in the face of heav-
en’s grandeur: it is all here,
compressed into this beau-
tiful book, a true traveller’s
companion.

@ Thomas McCarthy is a
Cork-based poet and critic
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The Gift Of A Lifetime

' Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the M
Be there for Others aﬁer gou re gone' poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.
Merchants Quay Ireland
Homeless & Drugs Services

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or

Please help us with a gift in your Will

bereavement without the care and support they need. Contact: A gift in your Will
Email Anna Sadlier at e MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork. to Merchants Quay
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie = ospice Tel:021-4545704  Email: info@mscmissions.e Ireland can be lifesa
or call 01679 3188 Foundation . . .
WWW. 1S C1missions.1€e

www.hospicefoundation.ie Hundreds of men and women at their darkest hour,
come to Merchants Quay Ireland for food, showers and
support when there’s nowhere else to turn.

A gift in your Will in any amount, will change lives.
And we'll always remember your kindness.

Challenging homelessness. Changing lives. , ,
It's easy to get started, and we'll

help you every step of the way.

When you remember

S e Trocaire in your Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, You can decide a specific amount or give a percentage
18 . _ ,: . Will . h email grace.kelly@trocaire.org after taking care of your loved ones. Even 1% is enough
e ‘l LT LA R S 1l you bl'lllg ope or write to me at Trocaire, to help.
- T = - - = - R P : : P
%E.ﬁ ik ¢ »:,m.g' Lle : to people living in Maynooth, Co Kildare. All your solicitor will need is this:
<3 Jo¥ali: hoosING o d ing.g ’ supp o . = Merchants Quay Ireland of 24 Merchants Quay,
g Ll oY the world's One day, parents and their Dublin 8
I - Youcanma al difference b eﬁﬁg_fut:: "':_} find a p oorest places children will tell the story » Revenue CHY Number: 10311
l" 3 S i h‘l’me' S el p p of how your legacy of love = Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20026240
R O P easg cCr ST ¥ " changed their lives
e - 0861033130 assia.buono@focusirelc o
Focus Ireland, 8 - 12 High Street, Christchurch, Eoé's]w? . Tr&alre Thank you for considering a Just ring 01 5240139 if you’d like more information,
e gift to Trocaire in your Will. or to let us know about your legacy. Thank you for

the good you leave behind.

G'I}:/[]l:;—lTOI‘P/i]IJNS Please pray for the beatification of ? - i
MEMORIAM CARDS Newbridge College ° ° fo
oy 1025 Little Nellie . YOUR LAST GIFT MEANS WE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
CARDS & NOTELETS

BOOKMARKS

of Holy God 5_ ARE ALWAYS FIRST THERE

A Gift in Your Will to GOAL Means
i “May God enrich with every blessing all those We Can Be First There When
who recommend frequent Communion to little Conflict and Crisis happen
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model”

e

. *Music OP;)e Ty ®Ar e
Samples [ Information *Workshops -tgecturet:s — Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912 e GLAL GnALIEI GIF"NWII'I'
EEEEE‘;&IEEE CONCERT Sat. 20th o S
Tel. 027 50102 Hans Pilsson . LOUGH DERG
www kennedyprinters.ie ol Classifieds: 01 687 4028 | LOUGH DERG CO DONEGAL 3 DAY PILGRIMAGE
email: info@kennedyprintersie abbotg;vfs%‘;‘la;mm Last date 9 - 11 AUGUST 2024 Bus departs 8
: \ / am Parnell Square Dublin. To book telephone

0863853027/4941171

mrmm
M ‘ STATE UNDER WHICH HEADING YOUR ADHS TO APPEAR: |
The Il‘lSh Cathohc = vyl LOOKING TO BUY

imum charge of €29,99 (inc, VAT) for 5 i 25 -
PREPAID CLASSIFIED AD COUPON s v octsian o 7@ [NfiodkProyr€50 | LOOKING TO BUY ACCOMMODATION please.

|

|

]

| Please print your advertisement in the coupon, placing ONE word in each space. Below, please print your name and | 2-bed apartment/house in Dublin central. Contact

| address. Do you require a Box Number? YES ] NO L (Please tick ) Box Number €6 extra, | dt@topmail.ie / 0858519670

B |

oy QSERVICES

| 3 €29.99 | ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers,

[ 4 | fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc.

f 5 I Removed and disposed of in a proper manner. No

t 6 €34.91 : job too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015.
T €39.83 )

t Name and contact detail form MUST be filled out [ ST PHILOMENA'S RELICS

[ Hencose Cheque/POL €. Vil o poy by Vo) Midsticond O Loser O | ST PHILOMENA’S RELICS return to Emmanuel

e My Visa/Mastercard/Lasercard number is: I House, Clonfert (One day only) Wednesday

b AGAEESS .o voveersesesensenssesssesnsesreressssssersnsesssresesasenns l I | l l | I I I I TTTTTTT I August 7 at 11.00am Mass, Confessions, Rosary

| e I Healing Service (Eddie Stones). Venerate statue,

| LON0E v voereveeerrcereeseennes e MOBIR oevevressessveerecenees B EXPIYDORE i SIGUALUIE oovovsnsssnassssinnnisisnnes I st Philomena, Wonder Worker. Blessing with 1st

| The Irsh Catholic, Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, Dubiin 18, D18 K277, Phone: 01 6874028 | Class Relic, St Philomena. Bring packed lunch, tea

nrovided. 087 922 4271
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. Across 8
Rehab Group' EmpOW-er 1 Ailment affecting the
others through your will. nose and throat (6,4)

6 Market (4)
10 The bone that pro-
tects the brain (5)
Ra h 11 Classical music-mak-
J a ro U p ers under a conductor (9)
12 Garment worn by
gymnasts and dancers

(7)

Investing in People, Chanaging Perspectives

15 Big (5)
Leaving a gift in your will to Rehab 17 Book of the Old Testa-
Group enables people to pursue ggs:gOer (E;Jdap%t singer
opportunities, be more independent, 18 Golfer Mcliroy, per-
participate in society and live the life haps (4)
f their choosina. 19 Automaton (5)
O eir choosing 21 Take for granted (7)
To learn more about the 23 It can be measured in
ifferen ri will make. fathoms (5)
difference YOU egacy aKe 24 Notice something; al-
Cailt: (01)_ 2_057200 _ ternatively a blemish (4)
Email: fundraising@rehab.ie 25 Desert poet Khayyam,
perhaps (4)
26 Felony (5) 35
28 One size of newspa-
per (7) ily (6,4) 7 Change (5) was said to rise from its
33 Started, got under 8 Property (4,6) own ashes (7)
way (9) Down 9 State formally (7) 22 Ancient kingdom
34 Piece of jewellery or 1 Barrel (4) 13 In the distance (4) where Moses died (4)
fleeting appearance on 2 Agatha Christie’s most 14 Sweet course of a 27 Fool (5)
film (5) successful play (9) meal (7) 29 Shakespearean for-
gg élmondts, perhaps (4) 3 young nocturnal bird of 16 Forecast (10) est, the setting for ‘As
- eparate accom- rey (5) 20 & 32d Feature in a You Like It’ (5)
For furth tact: e with - prey
orFSr:dr:irS;gqg;zftﬁno;? ¢ modation within afamily 4 Groyp of voices that church associated with 30 Fortunate (5)
Rehab Group Head Office d;’ée”'”@ pgrhap;st;orfan may sing at Mass (5) christenings (9,4) 31 Famous film actor (4)
10D Beckett Way, Park West Business Park, Dublin D12K276 [ TR A LU RN S TR ! 21 Mythical bird which 32 See 20 down
Charity number: CHY 4940 |
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20006716 SOLUTIONS. JULY 4 :
: ]
: GORDIUS No. 670

Across

.
we w111 pass On 1 Bell ringer 6 Jaws 10 Canon 11 Cold cream 12 Moisten 15 Piton 17 Edit 18 Dunk 19 Radar 21 Gentile 23

Lodge 24 Orca 25 Noon 26 Sable 28 Essence 33 Esplanade 34 Rhone 35 Tidy 36 Soothsayer

1 h Down
the ﬂame Of falt L4 1 Buck 2 Land of Nod 3 Rings 4 Niche 5 Eels 7 Avert 8 Seminarian 9 Sceptre 13 Tale 14 Neptune 16 Adolescent

20 Directory 21 General 22 Laos 27 Biped 29 Sweet 30 Earns 31 Faro 32 Hear
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Notebook

Fr Bernard Cotter

}.- “

Tears and broken hearts when a parish church closes

| grew up listening to Frankie
Byrne. She was the star of the spon-
sored programme hosted by Jacobs
on RTE Radio and had the title of
Ireland’s agony aunt. The problems
she was dealing with “might not be
yours today”, she insisted — “but
they could be some day”. That’s how
[ feel about the closure of a church;
it's not our issue today, but how far
off is it?

Last month I attended the final
Mass at St Bernadette Church in
Chicagoland’s Evergreen Park. The
event was well-flagged in advance,
so it attracted an overflow con-
gregation, all presided over by Fr
Benedykt, their Polish-born but
Chicago-ordained pastor.

Parting
This Mass, like most American
celebrations, featured the full par-
ticipation of the faithful — singing,
reading and praying. I contributed
a little to the homily, adding an
Irish perspective for a congrega-
tion many of whom had Irish roots.
The pastor spoke powerfully of the
primacy of faith on this Sunday at
which the Gospel of the raising of
Jairus’ daughter was read: new life
in the midst of death.

After Communion came the
most poignant words. Lay parish-

The taking down of the altar cross
at the end of the last Mass in St
Bernadette Church, Evergreen
Park, lllinois, USA.

ioners gave their parting reflec-
tions, revealing both heartbreak
and resignation. Then began the
ceremony of what was called ‘Rel-
egation’ (as opposed to deconse-
cration, its equivalent). The pastor
prayed in thanksgiving at seven
significant stations in the church:
the baptismal font, the Holy Oils’
receptacle, confessional, shrine of
St Joseph, then at Our Lady’s image,
the ambo and finally the altar. Once

that prayer was over, the liturgy
took on a Holy Thursday feel, as
the altar was stripped, the candles
quenched, the portable furniture
removed.

Goodbyes

As Pastor Benedykt is chaplain
to Evergreen Park Fire Dept, he
thought it wise to involve them in
what happened next. As the con-
gregation watched with reverence,
a gurney was brought to the altar
and the tabernacle placed on it,
clothed in white sheets as might
an ailing patient be. Once this was
wheeled out, attention shifted to
the fifteen-foot high crucifix domi-
nating the altar, which was then
removed and carried shoulder-high
from the church to a waiting fire-
truck. Then came the most poign-
ant ceremony of all, as the whole
congregation came forward as for

Words at the closure

of a church...

“Most rural parishes in Ireland
have a Mass rock or a site where
Mass was celebrated in Penal
Times. What these places have
in common is that they have no
walls and no roof, just a holy space

Communion, but this time to each
kiss the altar and say ‘goodbye’ to it,
and thus to their church.

Outside a procession of cars
formed up and, led by the crucifix
and tabernacle, all drove along the
blocked-off streets to their new
parish church. Entering there, each
received a long-stemmed white
rose for welcome, then all gasped as
the tabernacle was enthroned, and
the large crucifix carried through
the church to its new home.

How long was Mass, you might
ask? It began at the customary time
of 10.30 am and had its final hymn
about 2.30 pm. That’s how long it
took to close a parish church in Chi-
cagoland on a June Sunday in 2024.
How long will it take to wipe away
the tears and heal the broken hearts
of those who attended? Only God
knows.

for holy people. That experience
taught Irish people that buildings
don’t matter, they can be taken
from us when the powers-that-
be decide. Buildings don’t last,
only faith does. We have not here
a lasting city; at the end, we leave
every dwelling behind. Faith sus-
tains us on the journey of life and
into new life.”

A bleak winter’s

evening

® One Mass-rock celebration
that [ experienced came to
mind recently. I was in Uibh
Laoire Parish, near Macroom,
when a report on abuses on
Church-run reformatories came
out. Parishioners felt anger, but
also sadness that locals had
been abandoned to such places.
A Mass of Atonement followed
at our Mass rock, on a bleak
winter’s evening, followed by

a procession to the church,

in rain and wind, for solemn
prayers. My deepest memory
was of candles lit for the Mass
and carried back to the church,
in the rain, never going out —
as hope never does, for those
who believe.
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The Little Way
Association

r Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:
THE LTTLEWAY ASSOCIATION
Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 OPR

(Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466
ww w.littlewayassociation.com

NEEDY CHILDREN

Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss)

FOOD AND WATER - INDIA (

NEEDS OF MISSIONARIES
MASSES (please state number of Masses ....)

We ask for a minimum of €7 or more for each Mass

€, LITTLEWAY ADMIN EXPENSES

........................ to be allocated to:

another month.

Franciscan Sisters
} urgently appeal to The
Little Way for funds for
! food and water for more
than 1,000 people
E suffering from a terrible
g heatwave in India

Forty districts in the western Indian state of Rajasthan
are experiencing a severe drinking water crisis.
Extreme temperatures have already killed many people
and the current level of heat is due to last for at least

The Franciscan Sisters of St Joseph are working to

reduce the impact of the heatwave and sandstorms.

following:

They have sent us an urgent appeal for funds to do the

* pay for a water tanker to supply water to 300
families for each of 60 days,

The target area is 10 villages in the Jaipur District. Dear

To donate online go to » provide oral rehydration packets for 500 families,
www.littlewaysassociation.com * give small air coolers to 70 of the most needy
families
DONATIONS FORTHE
DEDUCTION FOR ANY
EXPENSES.

Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement
(Block letters please)

Irish Catholic readers, please send a donation today, no

matter how small, and help relieve the suffering of the

people.

The Little Way Association makes no deduction from
donations sent for the Missions, so every euro is
utilized fully for the purpose for which it is sent.

“My life is but an instant, a
passing hour. My life is but a
day that escapes and flies away.
O my God! You know that to
love you on this earth I only
have today.” - St Therese

LITTLE WAY THERESIAN
CENTRES AT OUR LADY'’S
NATIONAL SHRINES OFFERING
ACCOMMODATION TO
PILGRIMS

WALSINGHAM (UK)

For reservations please contact
Maggie on 00 44 1328 820 222
KNOCK (Ireland)

Tel: (0) 94 9388406

MISSIONARIES NEED YOUR
MASS OFFERINGS

The Little Way Association
regularly receives appeals from
bishops and religious superiors

on the Missions for Mass
stipends and intentions for their
poor priests. Such payments
help them to meet basic needs
such as food, clothing and
shelter. Your stipends are
gratefully received and your
intentions are faithfully
honoured at Holy Mass.

We like to send a minimum of
€7 or more for each Mass



