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EXCLUSIVE
Jason Osborne
At least 250 doctors have signed a letter 
addressed to the leadership of the Irish 
Medical Council stating that they are 
“gravely concerned” with recent changes 
to the code of ethics that governs doctors 
in Ireland.

The recently updated 9th edition of the 
Medical Council’s ‘Guide to Professional 
Conduct and Ethics for Registered Medi-
cal Practitioners’ saw the removal of a 
prohibition against the deliberate killing 
of a patient.

It also saw changes in wording that 
will result in weakened protection of 
conscientious protection for doctors.

“We are concerned about the risk that 
the removal of section 46.9 (8th edition) 
may pose to patients and persons in 
society who may be vulnerable resulting 
from this change,” the letter reads.

“A d d i t i o n a l l y  w e  a r e  c o n -
cerned about doctors who have Free-
dom of Conscience positions in light of 
the change in section 42:9th edition 
functioning essentially to a mandatory 
requirement to act in a way that may con-
travene their conscience and potentially 
cause moral injury.”

Many have interpreted the removal of 
the paragraph 46.9, that said, “You must 
not take part in the deliberate killing 
of a patient,” as paving the way for the 

Doctors rally against removal of 
‘killing prohibition’ from ethics code

Tomas Padayogdog takes part in the opening of a novena to Santo Nino, January 14, which will be celebrated for the 25th time by the 
Filipino community in Berkeley Road Parish, Dublin. Photo: Joel Vallejo
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Ruadhán Jones
Negative coverage of the handover of land 
for the national maternity hospital, includ-
ing the burning of nuns in effigy, was “dis-
tressing and painful”, the leader of the 
Religious Sisters of Charity (RSC) has said.

Sr Patricia Lenihan, leader of the RSC’s 
since 2019 – a period of turmoil in which 
the sisters controversially gifted St Vin-
cent’s hospital to the State for the build-
ing of a new National Maternity Hospital 
– has opened up about the “very intense” 
coverage.

“It was very distressing and painful,” 
she said on RTÉ’s documentary, The Last 
Nuns in Ireland.

“But what was very distressing was 
to watch the sisters who gave their life 

serving in St Vincent’s Hospital” she 
continued, asking “was this to be their 
legacy, is this to be what the congrega-
tion is to be remembered for”.

She recalled pictures of “people burn-
ing effigies of nuns, you know, outside 
the Dáil” as public opinion turned acri-
monious.

Sources close to the RSC previously 
told The Irish Catholic that the sisters 
were “treated like monsters”, adding that 
they are fearful of the media. “You would 
think we were evil,” a source close to the 
sisters said.

The Religious Sisters of Charity began 
caring for cholera victims in Ireland in 
1832 and in 1834 set up St Vincent’s 
Hospital and since then have been “ded-
icated to providing the best possible 

healthcare in hospitals, hospices, nurs-
ing homes and in the homes of the sick”.

“It is distressing that people would 
think so badly of us. I’m more concerned 
for the people who are saying these 
things than for us,” continued the source.

Despite exiting healthcare and hand-
ing over the site, the sisters have been 
the subject of near constant criticism by 
some opposition politicians and media 
commentators. 

It is claimed by some that the sisters 
were involved in some sort of sinister 
deal to assert Vatican control over the 
site, despite Rome giving approval for 
the handover – even though the new 
hospital will provide abortion and other 
procedures incompatible with Catholic 
teaching.

Maternity hospital coverage ‘distressing 
and painful’ says head of Sisters of Charity

Jason Osborne
Pope Benedict’s theological 
legacy is instructive for helping 
Catholic schools provide “holis-
tic education” in Ireland, an 
Irish attendee at a conference 
in Australia on Pope Benedict’s 
theological legacy has said.

CEO of the Catholic Educa-
tion Partnership, Alan Hynes 
told The Irish Catholic newspa-
per from Perth, Australia, that 
“our schools should be Christ-
centred, pupil-focused and 
informed by a full vision of the 
human person,” and that the 
thought of Pope Benedict XVI 
can help to achieve this.

“What you have in Benedict, 
which is very similar to what 
you had in Pope St John Paul, 
you have both popes identi-
fied that there isn’t just a crisis 
in faith as such, but there is a 
crisis with reason, in terms of 
the value placed on reason,” Mr 
Hynes said.

“You can see, I think, Pope 
Francis similarly talks about 
two ecological crises which are 
of course related – one is the 
environment and our common 
home and then the other is in 
human ecology, in the sense, 
again, which both Pope Ben-
edict and Pope St John Paul II 
would have identified it, that 
there’s an incomplete anthro-
pology that’s informing a lot of 
modern discourse around what 
it is to be human.” 

When it comes to educa-
tion, where Catholic educators 
and schools aspire to deliver a 
“holistic education,” Mr Hynes 
said that “one of the things we 
need to do is work hard to make 
sure we have a very authentic 
Christian anthropology, so that 
full vision of what it is to be 
human, that that informs not 
just RE or just the ethos of the 
school, but that that ethos and 
that anthropology should per-
meate all subjects.”

Benedict XVI’s 
‘anthropology’ instructive 
for Irish education scene

» Continued from Page 1
introduction of euthanasia 
and assisted suicide to Ireland.

The doctors in their let-
ter urge a review of the 
updated guidelines and 
“the reinstatement of the 
safeguard ‘You must not 
take part in the deliberate 
killing of a patient’”.

They also request that 
the Council revert to the 
wording regarding consci-
entious objection of the 
8th edition.

Speaking to The Irish 
Catholic newspaper, Con-
sultant Obstetr ician Dr 
Trevor Hayes described the 
changes as “just the thin 
edge of the wedge” being 
driven into medical prac-

tice in Ireland.
T here’s a desire to 

“change the vocational atti-
tude of why you should be a 
doctor,” Dr Hayes said.

“What they want is they 
want a generation change 
and when the old guys move 
on, they’ll have screened 
out the pro-life doctors at 
the medical student level 
and then they’ll have their 
agenda,” Dr Hayes said, add-
ing, “two generations is all 
it takes for this to happen”. 

“They want doctors to 
just press the ‘kill button’. 
They’re not interested in 
doctors asking, ‘Should I 
be doing this’? They don’t 
want them asking that any-
more.”

Doctors rally against 
removal of ‘killing 
prohibition’ from 
ethics code

Taoiseach’s letter on immigration ‘misinformation’
Brandon Scott 
Aontú Leader and Meath 
West TD Peadar Tóibín has 
said that the letter submitted 
by An Taoiseach Leo Varadkar 
to the Sunday Independent 
on the Government’s policy 
on immigration is ‘misinfor-
mation’ and rebutted it on a 
number of points: 
Voluntary deportations 

The Taoiseach: “They have 
the right to stay here until 
their application is accepted 
or refused, in which case a 
deportation order is issued. If 
they do not leave voluntarily, 
this is done forcibly”. 

Peadar Tóibín: “This is 
simply not true. Minister for 
Justice Helen McEntee her-
self admitted that the depor-
tation system in Ireland is in 
practical terms a voluntary 
one. Only 15% of deportation 
orders are enforced. Only 

15% of people who received 
a deportation order are actu-
ally deported by the state. 
Since 2018 5,091 people have 
received a deportation order 
and yet the government can 
only be certain that 783 peo-
ple actually left the country.” 
Government does not know 
how people are coming to 
Ireland 

The Taoiseach: “Ireland 
does not have open borders. 
That’s a myth”. 

Peadar Tóibín: “Again this 
is not the case. Helen McEntee 
stated that 76% of people who 
migrated to Ireland last year 
did not register their asylum 
application at a port or an air-
port. When I asked the Minister 
what route had the IPO Office 
applicants taken, she stated, 
”Information on how a per-
son enters the country when 
not through a designated port, 
including by travelling over the 

land border, is not recorded”. 
Criminal records

Minister for Justice Helen 
McEntee: “Data is not collated 
in a manner which provides the 
number of international protec-
tion applicants who have been 
removed as a result of having a 
criminal record gained abroad 
or in Ireland. Each applicant 
has their fingerprints checked 
against the Eurodac system 
which allows officials to estab-
lish if the applicant has previ-
ously applied for international 
protection in another Member 
State”.

Peadar Tóibín: “This only 
deals with criminal convic-
tions inside the EU. The Min-
ister also admitted that there 
has been a 60% fall in the 
number of EU citizens who 
have been returned home 
due to criminal records since 
2014”. 
Speed of decisions

The Taoiseach: “Last year, 
the speed at which decisions 
are made was increased con-
siderably”.

Peadar Tóibín: “It may be 
true that there has been some 
improvement but the Minister 
has indicated to me that some 
applications are taking up to 6 
years to receive their first deci-
sion and that does not include 
the time taken to exhaust the 
appeals process which can 
leave applicants waiting 10 

years for their final decision.”
Robust borders

The Taoiseach: “All our 
ports and airports have robust 
border controls”.

Peadar Tóibín: “Accord-
ing to the US State Depart-
ment analysis Ireland is a ‘Tier 
2 country’ in terms of human 
trafficking. The State Depart-
ment states “the Government 
of Ireland does not fully meet 
the minimum standards for the 
elimination of trafficking”. Just 
three people have been con-
victed in the district courts for 
human trafficking in the past 10 
years, despite more than 1,000 
cases coming before them.” 
Community consultation 
and funding 

The Taoiseach: “It is 
essential… that information 
is provided. We also need to 
ensure that local services get 
extra resources to cope with 
an increase in population”. 

Peadar Tóibín: “The Min-
ister for Justice has indicated 
to me, that only €3 million of a 
€52 million Community Recog-
nition Fund announced in 2022 
has been spent on communi-
ties. This is scandalous par-
ticularly given the fact that it is 
often small rural communities 
such counties like Donegal or 
Mayo or in working class areas 
in north Dublin that Interna-
tional Protection applicants 
and Ukrainians are located.”
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DDIIOOCCEESSEE OOFF MMEEAATTHH 
VVAACCAANNCCYY 

DDIIRREECCTTOORR OOFF FFAAIITTHH DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT 
 

55 YYEEAARR FFIIXXEEDD TTEERRMM CCOONNTTRRAACCTT 

The Diocese of Meath is a Catholic community of sixty-nine parishes divided into eight regional 
deaneries living and working together in service of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Its geographical area 
comprises counties Meath and Westmeath, the greater part of County Offaly, one parish in County 
Louth and two parishes in County Cavan.  

The Diocese is seeking to recruit for the role of Director of Faith Development in the Diocese of Meath.  
It is an exciting and challenging opportunity in the life and mission of the Diocese.  The post holder 
will be required to lead and work under their own initiative as well as work as part of a team to develop 
and implement new approaches, resources and programmes to adult faith formation, sacramental 
preparation, and evangelisation in parishes across the diocese.

The terms are based on a 5-year Fixed Term Contract, working 35 hours per week, work pattern to be 
agreed.

SSaallaarryy:: Will be considered within the range of €40,000-€42,500 gross per annum – commensurate 
upon experience and qualifications.  

Full details relating to the vacancy can be found on the Diocesan Website at: www.dioceseofmeath.ie
clicking on the tab job vacancy where terms and conditions and application form relating to the role 
can also be accessed.  

Applications are welcome from anyone who feels they meet the criteria as presented and are interested 
in playing an active role in faith development in the Diocese of Meath.

CClloossiinngg ddaattee ffoorr aapppplliiccaattiioonnss wwiillll bbee 55ppmm oonn FFrriiddaayy 22nndd FFeebbrruuaarryy 22002244 

The Diocese of Meath is a registered charity CHY 7230

Jack Reacher star reaching 
out to others on God’s behalf
Jason Osborne
Star of the Amazon Prime 
hit series Reacher, Alan 
Ritchson, has thanked God 
for the platform the show’s 
success has given him to 
reach out to those who 
don’t yet know God.

In a YouTube video 
response to those who 
criticise his portrayal of 
the violent Jack Reacher 
while being a professed 
Christian, Mr Ritchson said 
that he “loves telling his 
story” and that he takes 
his lead from Scripture.

“I mean, what sort of 
stories are we supposed 
to tell? If you look at 
Scripture, what do you 
find? You see a thousand 
years of an infinitely holy 
God holding tension with 
human beings as he tells 
the story of who he is, 
reveals who he is through 
an imperfect people.”

God has given him 
a platform through 
the show’s success, Mr 
Ritchson said, that he can 
use to reach “people who 
maybe don’t think about 
these things all the time 
and maybe, maybe for 
those who are struggling 
or feel lost or want to try 
something new”. 

“If they can find 
something that brings 
them hope, like my faith 
has mine,” he said.

Alan Ritchson, star of the hit show, Reacher. Photo: 
Wikimedia Commons.

Jason Osborne
“Human rights concerns” 
were on the agenda during 
An Taoiseach, Leo Varad-
kar’s meeting with Chinese 
Premier, Li Qiang, this week 
according to the Department 
of the Taoiseach.

Mr Li, China’s second most 
powerful man, made a two-
day state visit to Ireland this 
week, during which time he 
met separately with Mr Var-
adkar at Farmleigh House and 
President Michael D Higgins 
at Áras an Uachtaráin.

It is the first time such a 
high-ranking Chinese official 
has visited Ireland since Mr 
Li’s predecessor, Li Keqiang, 
visited Ireland in 2015.

China stands accused by 
the United States and United 
Kingdom, among others, of 
extensive religious freedom 
abuses. The United States 
Commission on International 
Religious Freedom describes 
religious freedom conditions 
in China as continuing to 
“deteriorate,” with the Chi-
nese government making use 

of “facial recognition and arti-
ficial intelligence” to create a 
“high-tech surveillance state”.

In response to a query 
from The Irish Catholic 
newspaper as to whether An 
Taoiseach will raise religious 
freedom concerns with Mr Li, 
the Department responded 
that, “It is the Government’s 
long-standing practice to 
raise human rights concerns 
in bilateral engagement with 
Chinese interlocutors”.

“The protection and pro-
motion of human rights, 
including religious freedoms, 
is at the heart of Ireland’s 
external engagement with 
all partners. It is the Govern-
ment’s long-standing practice 
to raise human rights con-
cerns in bilateral engagement 
with Chinese interlocutors, as 
well as at multilateral fora, 
including the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.

“In this context, the Taoi-
seach will raise human rights 
during his engagement with 
Premier Li this week,” the 
statement concluded. 

Human rights 
on Taoiseach’s 
agenda with China

Homeless deaths on 
streets a ‘sad indictment’ 
- Fr Peter McVerry
Chai Brady
Homeless people are 
refusing to access 
emergency hostel 
accommodation because 
they “feel unsafe” due to 
rampant drug abuse, Fr 
Peter McVerry has warned. 

Following the death of 
a rough sleeper in Dublin 
City Centre last week – 
identified as a man in 
his 40s – the founder of 
homelessness charity The 
Peter McVerry Trust said 
people are opting to brave 
the cold rather than stay in 
a hostel. 

As temperature plunged 
this week Fr McVerry told 
The Irish Catholic that 
“every death on the streets 

is a sad indictment, but 
it has been happening for 
years”. 

“Much of the emergency 
hostel accommodation 
available is unfit for 
purpose,” he said. “Many 
people refuse to go in, 
they don’t feel safe. They 
may be sharing a room 
with very active drug 
users, they may have drugs 
pushed on them. Some 
of the emergency hostel 
accommodation is very, 
very good but much of it 
is hopelessly inadequate 
and many people will not 
go into hostels, they just 
don’t feel safe – that is the 
issue.” 

This comes as a report 
from the Health Research 

Board, published on 
Tuesday, revealed that 121 
people who were homeless 
died in 2020, equivalent 
to 10 deaths per month – 
an increase on the 2019 
figure of 92. A total of 23 
people who died in 2020 
were known to have been 
sleeping rough.

Fr McVerry said: “We 
need smaller hostels 
instead of the big 60-80-
100 bed hostels, and we 
need a range of different 
types of hostels. While 
there are some drug-free 
hostels there are very few 
of them.

“There’s a lot of 
feuding going on between 
homeless groups of people, 
so I think we need much 

smaller units,” he said, 
adding that in order 
to access emergency 
accommodation all 
that should be needed 
is a name and date of 
birth “your personal 
circumstances are 
irrelevant”.

“You may have 
addiction problems, you 
may be drug free, you may 
have mental health or even 
physical health problems 
and you’re asked to go 
onto a top bunk. We need 
a whole revamp of the 
whole emergency hostel 
accommodation if we 
want to get people off the 
streets,” Fr McVerry said. 

The most recent data 
from the Department of 
Housing revealed that 
the number of homeless 
people in Ireland increased 
yet again to a record high 
of 13,514, which includes 
more than 4,000 children. 
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Paramilitary style violence 
‘torturing’ North’s communities
Ruadhán Jones
Paramilitary violence is “tortur-
ing” communities in the North due 
to “complacency” about peace, a 
senior Belfast youth worker has 
warned. 

It is only a “fluke” that 2023 
saw no deaths through paramili-
tary activities, Mr Stephen Hughes 
added, responding to figures from 
the PSNI.

Up until 2022, paramilitary vio-
lence “was a declining issue”, he 
told The Irish Catholic. “Until the 
DUP walked away, this wasn’t a big 

issue… now all of a sudden it’s back 
on the agenda again. It’s back tor-
turing communities”.

While PSNI figures for 2023 
show while there were no “secu-
rity-related” deaths for the first 
time since 1969, Mr Hughes said 
the report reads “atrocious”.

“It’s only by fluke that we haven’t 
lost anyone,” the Belfast youth 
worker said. 

“Paramilitary violence is not just 
entrenched, it’s on the increase – 
bombings are up, shootings are up, 
all the data is up. There’s nothing 
positive to take out of this report.”

There were 31 casualties of 

paramilitary style assaults and 19 
casualties of paramilitary style 
shootings in 2023, compared to 
25 paramilitary style assaults and 
19 paramilitary style shootings in 
2022, the PSNI report showed.

While crediting the lack of a 
working assembly with leaving 
communities “in the grip of para-
military violence”, Mr Hughes said 
societal “indifference” is a key issue.

“It doesn’t seem to be a big issue 
for people – maybe it’s not a big 
issue for 95% of society… because it 
doesn’t affect middle class people,” 
he said. “There’s a societal shrug 
around this.”

Paramilitary style violence is 
most prevalent in inner city com-
munities, said Mr Hughes, and 
communities dealing with sectar-
ian divisions.

However, its normalization is 
permitted by “indifferences… and 
complacency – it’s not my problem, 
not my area, not my life. We pay 
for it morally, spiritually and finan-
cially, everyone,” he said. 

“It’s about more than politicians 
– all of us have to step up, Church 
leaders, politicians, the community 
has to stand up. Civically responsi-
ble people must stand up.”

The PSNI report showed that 

in 2023 there were 104 security-
related arrests under Section 41 
of the Terrorism Act 2000, com-
pared to 110 during the previous 12 
months.

The act allows police to arrest 
someone that they suspect of ter-
rorist activity without a warrant.

There was also a large rise in 
the amount of explosives found by 
police in 2023.

Last year police recovered 3.22kg 
of explosives, compared to just 
0.65kg found in 2022.

The number of firearms and 
rounds of ammunition found were 
both down on the previous year.

Labour of love

Archbishop Eamon Martin joins members of Armagh Men’s Shed to examine the model of Armagh’s St Patrick’s 
Cathedral they constructed in honour of the cathedral’s 150th anniversary.

Staff  Reporter
Osc ar w inning direc-
tor Martin Scorsese has 
announced the comple-
tion of the script for a new 
movie, A Life of Jesus.

Mr Scorsese co-wrote 
the screenplay with critic 
and filmmaker Kent Jones, 
based on Shusaku Endo’s 
book of the same name, and 
plans to to shoot it later this 
year.

The American director 
said he envisions the film 
being about 80 minutes 
long, which would be one 
of his shortest films ever 
made, and will focus on 

“Jesus’ core teachings in a 
way that explores the prin-
ciples but doesn’t proselyt-
ise”.

“I’m trying to find a new 
way to make it more acces-
sible and take away the neg-
ative onus of what has been 
associated with organised 
religion,” Mr Scorsese said.

“Right now, ‘religion’ – 
you say that word and eve-
ryone is up in arms because 
it’s failed in so many ways,” 
he added in his interview 
with The Los Angeles Times. 
“But that doesn’t mean 
necessarily that the initial 
impulse was wrong. Let’s 
get back. Let’s just think 
about it.”

Martin Scorsese 
fi nishes script for ‘A 
Life of Jesus’ movie

Martin Scorsese

Govt deviating from programme with 
upcoming referenda says Senator
Brandon Scott
Independent Senator Ronan 
Mullen launched a sting-
ing criticism of the Govern-
ment’s proposals to remove 
the terms ‘women’ and 
‘mother’ from the constitu-
tion, suggesting that Gov-
ernment is deviating from 
its official programme and 
being guided by specific ide-
ologies instead. 

“The Government now 
wants to remove mention 
of ‘woman’, ‘mother’ and 
‘home’ from the Constitu-
tion,” he said. “What impact 
will this complete removal 
of woman or mother have on 
our future understanding of 
these terms?”

Senator Mullen referred to 
a recent statement made by a 
UN official which recognised 
the benefits single parents 
receive in Ireland relative 

to most other countries. 
“In 2017, the Government’s 
special rapporteur on child 
protection said, concerning 
marriage breakdown, that ‘a 
dependent spouse fares bet-
ter in Ireland than in virtually 
any other jurisdiction in the 
world and that is due to this 
lifelong obligation (of finan-
cial support for a dependent 
spouse)”.

Senator Mullen que-
ried whether the proposed 

changes to the constitution 
were being influenced by 
certain ideologies espoused 
by those in Government as 
opposed to the benefit of all. 
“Is this about placating idea-
logues in the Green Party to 
make sure the Government 
goes-the-distance? Maybe 
so, but the actual changes 
being proposed were not 
specified in the Programme 
for Government,” he said.
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Can ‘love thy enemy’ ever 
compete with ‘Jihad’?

We are currently 
within the 
octave of Prayer 
for the Unity 

of Christians, and seldom in 
recent history has the spirit 
of Christian unity appeared 
more needed.

Yet as I sat listening to a 
gentle homily about how 
Jesus Christ means peace – 
peace in our hearts, peace 
with our neighbours, and in 
the world – I wondered how 
that message could stand up 
to the realities of the times, 
and the alternative values on 
offer elsewhere. 

There have always been 
the temptations of ‘the world, 
the flesh and the devil’, but 
perhaps they have rarely been 
as proximate to everyday 
reach. Pornography, for exam-
ple, has always existed; but it 
is now on children’s phones. 

I had also just heard a 
Middle East expert from the 
British Foreign Office speak 
about the Houthis, who have 
been menacing trade passing 
through the Red Sea since last 
November (and have been the 
subject of strikes by US and 
UK missiles and air attacks.)

Don’t be deluded by 
images of this militia as some 
raggle-taggle band, said the 

official. They are determined, 
battle-hardened, well-funded, 
well-trained and very reli-
gious.

Very religious? Yes, the 
message on their flag pro-
claims: “God is Great. Death to 
America. Death to Israel. Curse 
on the Jews. Victory to Islam.”

Emerging as a minor sect of 
Zaidi Muslims in the 1990s, the 
Houthi militia have become 
increasingly successful, and 
are now in partnership with 
Hezbollah in the Lebanon and 
Hamas in Gaza. 

They believe they are on 
the winning side of history, 
according to Mohammed Al-
Basha, a senior Middle East 
analyst, driven by “euphoric 
hubris” and viewing their 
advances as “divine interven-
tion”.

If this is a ‘war of civilisa-
tions’, can the core message 
of Christianity – that ‘God is 
peace, God is love’ – stand 
against the sheer numbers 
whose message of God’s great-

ness is death and hatred? Can 
‘turn the other cheek’ and 
‘love thy enemy’ compete with 
‘jihad’? 

Heaven knows the Middle 
East is a cauldron, and the huge 
numbers of our young people 
who sympathise with the Pal-
estinians are usually moved by 
compassion for suffering, and 
pity for victims.  

Aerial bombing of any kind 
always results in innocent 
victims. (And some military 
experts believe the strikes 
against the Houthis will lead 
to an escalation of the conflict.)

In the light of what is occur-
ring in this region, Christians 
certainly should unite. There 
won’t be agreement about all 
matters of faith and doctrine, 
but surely there can be abso-
lute commitment to the core 
message of the Gospel? 

The unity of Christians 
should be viewed within the 
alarming context of what is 
happening on the global stage.

Mary Kenny

The last days of Queen 
Elizabeth II have been 
chronicled in a new 
book by the experi-

enced royal reporter Robert 
Hardman. She had a peace-
ful passing, and in her final 
hours, her chaplain – the local 
minister at Craithie church, 
near Balmoral – Rev. Kenneth 
MacKenzie read to her from 
the Bible. 

Elizabeth was a sincerely 
Protestant monarch, and the 
Bible, rather than any more 

ritualistic form of service, 
would be her obvious source 
of spiritual comfort. 

We are not told what scrip-
tural passages were chosen, 
but I would imagine that the 
Psalms would have been a 
major part of the readings.

It is a constitutional quirk 
that when the British Mon-
arch moves from England to 
Scotland, she, or he, changes 
from being an Anglican into 
being a Presbyterian. 

North of the Border, the 

monarch is no longer gover-
nor of the Established Church, 
but an ordinary member of 
that plainer, more egalitarian 
Christian denomination. 

This low-Church ten-
dency suited Elizabeth’s 
personal inclination any-
way. Charles is known 
to have “higher” Church 
reflexes, and has a special 
affection for his father’s 
original denomination, the 
Greek Orthodox, so rich in 
ritual.

An unassuming Anglican
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● President Macron has 
appointed a new Edu-
cation Minister, Amélie 
Oudéa Castera, who has 
immediately come under 
fire for sending her three 
young sons to a Catholic 
school, rather than to a 
state lycée. 

This has re-kindled 
political and social 
debates that have existed 
in France since the 19th 
Century – state education, 
republican and secular, 
versus faith schools, usu-
ally Catholic and seen as 
conservative. 

French state schools 
have a past record of 
excellence, but in recent 
times there are com-
plaints of falling stand-
ards – notably in literacy 
and maths – discipline 
problems, even violence. 

There is a plan to re-intro-
duce uniforms to try and 
halt this decline. The faith 
schools have meanwhile 
enjoyed a reputation for 
academic excellence and 
classroom discipline.

Mme Oudéa Castera, 
whose sons attend the École 
Stanislas, a well-known 
Catholic school, said that 

she and her husband felt 
their children’s education 
hadn’t thrived in the public 
sector and so they made the 
choice to switch. 

A storm broke over her 
head, and she may face a 
tougher time justifying her 
situation – her job title is 
‘Minister for National Edu-
cation and Young People’. 

France’s new Education Minister, Amélie Oudéa Castera
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On 29 February 2024 The Irish Catholic newspaper will publish a special 
supplement highlighting the ongoing Irish homeless crisis.

Our editorial team will be presenting readers with up-to-date homeless statistics 
and discussing the implications for individuals and families.

This is undoubtedly an issue that will highlight the tireless work of national and 
regional charities and all interested groups nationwide, giving them the 
opportunity to voice to the many perspectives and challenges facing those who 
both work in and rely on the homeless services.

Please contact us via e-mail or phone to order extra copies of this special edition.
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The universal Church…

Bishop of Achonry Paul Dempsey blesses the community of the Mission of Turbi, 
Kenya, saying it was very special to see the work of Catholic missionaries.

76% of asylum seekers 
not registering on arrival
Ruadhán Jones
Three quarters of asylum 
seekers arriving in Ireland 
are not registering at the 
point of arrival into the 
country, figures released by 
the Government show.

Of the almost 9,000 
migrants seeking inter-
national protection who 
arrived in Ireland in 2023, 
just 2,056 registered at 
airports and ports, figures 
released to Aontú leader 
Peadar Tóibín revealed. 
The majority register at the 
International Protection 
Office (IPO).

Mr Tóibín criticised the 
Government’s “extremely 
lax” international protec-
tion system in a statement.

“When I asked the Minis-
ter what route had the IPO 
Office applicants taken, she 
stated, ‘Information on how 
a person enters the coun-
try when not through a 
designated port, including 
by travelling over the land 
border, is not recorded’,” 
said Mr Tóbín.

It is “incredible” that the 
minister “does not know 
how the vast majority of 
migrants are now coming to 
Ireland because the Minis-

ter’s policy is, not to ask the 
vast majority of people how 
they are coming to Ireland,” 
said the Aontú leader.

An applicant is not legally 
obliged to make an applica-
tion for international pro-
tection at a designated port 
of entry, the Department of 
Justice said in response to 
his questions.

Mr Tóibín also raised 
concerns about Ireland’s 
human trafficking record, 
saying that “From the bor-
der to the child protection 
services this Government’s 
management of the situa-
tion is a mess”.

Staff  reporter
The German Child Protection 
Association has criticised 
Pope Francis for his comments 
on the beating of children. 
“There is no justification for 
beating children, not even 
a papal one,” said Daniel 
Grein, Federal Director of the 
Child Protection Association, 
in Berlin. “Anyone who 
physically abuses a child is 
doing the wrong thing. This 
also includes slapping on the 
bottom or slapping in the 
face.”

In Ireland, all forms of 
corporal punishment of chil-
dren have been definitively 

outlawed since the passing 
of the Children First Act 2015.
On Sunday evening, Pope 
Francis approved of a slap on 
the bottom. Parents would be 
“giving the child something”, 
but would often have more 
pain in their hands than the 
child’s bottom. He used this 
example to explain how God 
punishes people. Francis 
made his comments in an 
interview on the Italian talk 
show “Che Tempo Che Fa” 
(roughly: “As the times are”).

A statement by the Pope 
had already caused criti-
cism in 2015. At the time, he 
defended parents who beat 
their children. If they did it 

with dignity, he said, it was fair.
In 2021 the Pope repeated his 
line not to hit children in the 
face.  He said it was “humiliat-
ing” for a parent to slap a child. 
“I always say it: Never slap a 
child in his or her face. Why? 
Because your face is your 
dignity.”  However the Pope 
defends non-facial slapping.
In its statement, the Child 
Protection Association 
in Germany emphasises 
the right to a non-violent 
upbringing for children 
that applies in Germany. 
Overburdened parents who 
do not know how to help 
themselves other than with 
violence are entitled to help.

Pope says slapping kids ok (again)

Mixed news as Nicaraguan 
bishops and priests 
unshackled and exiled
Chai Brady
“Exile is not freedom”, an Irish missionary has 
warned following the release of prominent 
critic of the totalitarian regime in Nicaragua 
Bishop Rolando Álvarez, along with 18 other 
clergy from prison. 

The news of their release was formally 
announced by the Vatican on Sunday. Bishop 
Álvarez, of the Diocese of Matagalpa, was 
openly critical of President Daniel Ortega 
who continues to brutally crack down on 
dissent.

Fr Kevin O’Higgins SJ, who spent decades 
in Latin America under a military dictatorship, 
said that it is “impossible not to feel happy” 
for Bishop Álvarez, Bishop Isidoro Mora and 
the 15 priests and two seminarians who were 
released.

However, Fr O’Higgins said those released 
would be the first to say they have not truly 
been “liberated”. “If they were liberated they 
would be back in their dioceses, their par-
ishes. What has happened is clearly what 
the regime wanted, it wants to get rid of its 
critics and it certainly didn’t want another 
martyr like St Romero.

“It clearly suits them because there is 
now three bishops and dozens of priests – 
the more critical, prophetic voices – that are 
now outside the country. That is not liberty, 
that is not freedom,” he said.

Bishop Álvarez’s case was followed closely 
by international media, after he was force-

fully removed from his diocese, put before 
the courts, charged and convicted of trea-
son and sentenced to a 26-year prison term. 
Negotiations between the Vatican and Nica-
raguan authorities eventually secured the 
release of the clergy and seminarians. 

Fr O’Higgins said: “I think what the Church 
wants to avoid is a confrontation that could 
turn violent, and it easily could. I would imag-
ine feelings are running very high among the 
people in Nicaragua and among the people 
exiled. 

“Apart from the Church people, there are 
still hundreds of political prisoners in Nicara-
gua. So even apart from the religious liberty 
aspect, there are still massive human rights 
issues, so the pressure has to continue.” 

President Ortega’s regime has revoked 
the Jesuit’s legal status in the country, con-
fiscated Catholic universities and monas-
teries, supressed Catholic media, expelled 
several religious orders, banned proces-
sions and other traditions during Easter last 
year and continues to jail all those who are 
publicly critical.

The dictatorship is accused of 90 attacks 
this year alone in its crackdown on the 
Church – more than in any previous year 
since 2018 – according to a 232-page report 
released in Spanish compiled by a lawyer 
which contains first-hand accounts of vio-
lence against the Church named Nicaragua: 
A Persecuted Church?.

See page 24i
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UK Legacy Act will infl ict 
further damage on victims

Nuala O’Loan
The View
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Many people will 
have seen the 
recent TV pro-
gramme about the 

Post Office scandal involving 
the wrongful prosecution of 
and conviction of sub-post-
masters and the wrongful 
demands by the Post Office for 
tens of thousands of pounds 
allegedly missing from post 
office accounts, all the result 
of a faulty computer pro-
gramme, Horizon, and, seem-
ingly, the determination of the 
Post Office that the computer 
was right and that there were 
no errors. A public inquiry is 
under way, but the thing which 
has really caused a public out-
cry about the plight of peo-
ple wrongfully convicted and 
wrongfully required to hand 
over, in some cases, all their 
money, was the television pro-
gramme. 

It demonstrated the abuse 
of power by those who had the 
ultimate power, the capacity 
of prosecute and to sue using 
public money, to resource the 
many lawyers who acted for 
them in each case, leaving 
some postmasters fighting 
without any legal help at all for 
their livelihood. Some were so 
devastated by what was being 
done to them that they died 
by suicide, unable to see a way 
forward.

Abuse
This is but the most recent 
example of the abuse of power. 
We have seen many others: 
most recently I chaired an 
inquiry into alleged corrup-
tion in the Metropolitan Police 
in the case of Daniel Morgan 
– an inquiry which examined 
policing over 34 years. Over the 
decades we have seen many 
other issues eventually make 
their way to public inquiry – 
the contaminated blood scan-
dal, the undercover policing 
inquiry, and more recently the 
Omagh Inquiry. 

One of the things that has 
happened in all these cases 
is that the human cost and 
ongoing suffering of those 
impacted by whatever abuse 
of power has occurred is rec-
ognised in the days and weeks 
on which it occupies space 
on our televisions and in the 
media, but that after that peo-
ple are left to try and put their 
lives together, coping as best 
they can with the devastation 
consequential upon what has 

happened to them. 
I was thinking about this 

last week as I drove to Bel-
fast to the funeral of Tucker 
McConville, one of Jean McCo-
nville’s ten children, who died 
aged 59. Jean McConville was 
abducted and murdered by 
the IRA in 1972. Her youngest 
children were 6-year-old twins 
and Tucker (Thomas) was just 
8. Most of the children were 
there the day that the IRA 
came to their West Belfast flat 
and abducted their mother. I 
investigated what happened 
after her death and found that 
there was no police investiga-
tion for some 20 years. Even 
though police had been told 
that Jean McConville had been 
taken, nothing was done. For 
30 years, as her children grew 
up they lived with the memory 
of that terrible day, but they 
never gave up trying to find 
their mother. Eventually, quite 
by chance following a terrible 
storm, her body was found 
in 2003 on Shellinghill Beach 
in Co. Louth and they were 
finally able to bring her to St 
Paul’s Church in Belfast for her 
Requiem Mass and to lay her 
to rest. 

❛❛She was just the 
Protestant widow of 
a soldier and mother 
of ten children 
living a lonely and 
diffi cult life in IRA 
dominated West 
Belfast”

Now, 40 years after her 
abduction and murder, only 
five of Jean McConville’s chil-
dren are alive – the others 
have all died, too young. They 
have all borne the terrible pain 
of searching endlessly for her, 
and the grief and loneliness 
of growing up in children’s 
homes separated from their 
siblings. That grief and pain 
was etched on their faces in St 
John’s Church in Belfast as they 
buried their brother. Fr Mar-
tin Magill spoke warmly and 
compassionately of Tucker’s 
life and of his brothers and 
sisters, and of how they were 
let down by the state which 
failed them utterly and by the 
Church which also failed them 
in those terrible days after their 
mother was abducted, as they 
tried to survive together in 

the little flat which must have 
been so empty despite all the 
children, because their mother 
had gone. 

Jean McConville was an 
East Belfast Protestant who 
had married a Catholic Brit-
ish soldier and who had been 
forced to move to West Belfast 
in 1971 because of their ‘mixed 
marriage’. Within months her 
husband was dead from cancer 
and she was left on her own 
with her ten children. I have 
no doubt that she became sus-
pect because of who she was, 
and that that was why she 
was abducted and murdered. 
She was not, as had been sug-
gested, an informant for the 
British. She was just the Prot-
estant widow of a soldier and 
mother of ten children living a 
lonely and difficult life in IRA 
dominated West Belfast. 

There are so many in our 
country who have not only 
suffered as a consequence of 
the activities of organisations 
like the IRA, the UVF, the UDA 
etc. , but also as a consequence 
of the activities of the state in 
covering up or failing to inves-
tigate wrongdoing whether by 
individuals such as those who 
murdered Jean McConville and 
hid her body for 30 years, or 
by agents of the state as is the 
case with the Post Office and 
the wronged sub-postmasters. 
On each occasion the people 
most affected are left with a 
legacy of pain, grief and even 
the destruction of their lives 
as a consequence of what hap-
pened. 

Deprives victims
The British government’s 
recent Legacy Act which 
deprives victims of their rights 
under the Rule of Law to com-
pensation for the damage done 
to them, to inquests to deter-
mine what happened when 
people were murdered dur-
ing those dreadful days of the 
Troubles, to the prosecution of 
those responsible where the 
evidence can be secured, and 
which offers amnesty to the 
perpetrators of these terrible 
crimes, has inflicted further 
immeasurable damage on vic-
tims. The British government 
try to portray this as being in 
the interest of victims. The 
victims know that it is not in 
their interests, but rather it is 
to stop the British Government 
from having to pay compensa-
tion to those wronged by its 

agents, to prevent inquests 
and prosecutions which result 
in the disclosure of information 
which is damaging to the State, 
and to prevent the prosecution 
of former soldiers and police 
officers suspected of the most 
serious crimes. 

Victims are currently 
challenging the legality of 
the Legacy Act in the High 
Court in Belfast, cases will 
probably go all the way to 
the Supreme Court. More 
recently the Irish Govern-
ment, true to its promises, 
launched proceedings in the 
European Court of Human 
Rights against the United 
Kingdom, challenging the 
Legacy Act. I am sure this 
was not done easily – Brexit 
led to difficulties between 
the two countries and work 
is ongoing to clarify the new 
rules which will enable the 
best possible trading rela-
tionships between them; the 
current refusal of the DUP 
to return to government in 
Stormont as a consequence 
of the outcome of that work 
has exacerbated those diffi-
culties. It is good to see the 
Irish Government act with 
integrity at this time. As I 
write this, the British Gov-
ernment is currently with-
holding £30m in levelling up 
money which could be used 
now to improve things in 
the North, but which will be 
made available, it says, when 
Stormont returns.

As the victims of all state 
injustices and failings seek 
truth and reparations, we 
should surely remember 
them in our prayers and sup-
port them as best we can. 

A family member carries a photograph of Jean McConville at the funeral of Tucker 
(Thomas) McConville, the son of Jean McConville who was one of the disappeared and 
killed by the IRA in 1972. Photo: Mal McCann
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It hasn’t been a great 
week for Minister 
Roderick O’Gorman’s 
Department for Integra-

tion. Although, in fairness, 
one could probably write 
that any given week over his 
turbulent tenure as a min-
ister, being appointed in his 
first term as a TD.

We all breathed a sigh 
of relief last week when 
an immense tragedy was 
averted when 14 migrants 
aboard a shipping container 
en route to Rosslare were 
found safe and well… it 
could’ve ended so differently.

Of f ic ia ls  f rom Mr 
O’Gorman’s department 
were swiftly on hand to bring 
the migrants – including girls 
aged six and four years – to 
a State facility to be looked 
after.

So far, so good. But within 
hours, eight of the 14 undoc-
umented migrants had been 
reported “missing” from the 
Dublin-based asylum centre 
where they were brought.

The migrants were not 
being detained, so were per-
fectly free to leave State care. 
And, sure, who could blame 
them? We haven’t got the 
best record of looking after 
vulnerable people, let’s face 
it.

Failing
And I’m not talking about 
the 1950s, no – right here, 
right now Ireland is des-
perately failing vulner-
able citizens. And the most 
depressing thing is that 
when these failings are 
exposed, it’s barely a one-
day wonder in the media 
before we go back to exca-
vating the coals from 70 
years ago rather than right-
ing the wrongs we actually 
can today.

A report released on 
Monday by the Child Law 
Project revealed that a teen-

Sometimes State ‘care’ can be the most 
dangerous place for vulnerable children

It’s right to expose 
historic instances 
of abuse, but we 
can’t obsess about 
it at the expense 
of vulnerable 
children in need 
today writes 
Michael Kelly

ager with a disability was 
held in a room of a hospi-
tal emergency department 
for two months in 2021, 
because the HSE said it had 
nowhere else for her to go. 
The teenager did not go 
outside for two months and 
had no education or physi-
cal activity. Eventually, the 
girl’s mother went to court 
and the judge ordered that 
the child be placed in care 
after her 60-day ordeal. Less 
than three years ago, not the 
bleak Ireland portrayed in 
books like Angela’s Ashes.

❛❛There is a 
strange blind spot 
in Ireland when 
it comes to the 
safety (or lack of 
safety) of children 
placed in the care 
of the State”

In another case, two 
young children were left 
in the care of a known sex 
offender.

Yet another example is 
that of a 15-year-old boy in 
State care who hadn’t had 
a single day of secondary 
education. There was only 
movement when the judge 
threatened to summon offi-

cials from the Department 
of Education to appear 
before the court.

I couldn’t find a single 
reference to any of these 
cases on the homepages of 
the two largest-selling daily 
newspapers in the country. 
Meanwhile, on RTÉ the 
main headline was about a 
utility company cutting the 
price of gas.

There is a strange blind 
spot in Ireland when it 
comes to the safety (or lack 
of safety) of children placed 
in the care of the State.

Report
Last summer, University 
College Dublin (UCD) pub-
lished a new report on the 
way underage girls in the 
care of the State are being 
sexually exploited, abused 
and raped by ‘gangs of men’.

The study, Protecting 
Against Predators: A Scop-
ing Study on the Sexual 
Exploitation of Children 
and Young People in Ire-
land, revealed that teen-
age girls (and occasionally 
boys) were leaving Túsla 
care homes overnight with 
adults often referred to 
as their ‘boyfriends’ and 
returning the following 
day either drunk or high on 
drugs and usually showing 
signs that they had been 
sexually exploited.

The report authors make 
the obvious comparison 
with similar scandals in 
Britain in towns like Roch-
dale and Rotherham where 
it emerged that a massive 
child-grooming scandal 
had been downplayed by 
police and social workers. 
Teenager girls were being 
sexually abused by gangs of 
men who would give drink 
or drugs to make it easier to 
exploit them. Many of these 
vulnerable girls had been so 
expertly groomed that they 
viewed these men as their 
‘boyfriends’, even though 
the men were forcing them 
to have sex with several 
other men.

❛❛They were 
banging on the 
doors, banging 
on the windows 
and absolutely 
everything to try to 
get into the place”

These children are in 
State care precisely because 
they are vulnerable, and 
their own families have 
been unable to look after 
them. Thankfully the vast 
majority of children in the 
care of the State stay with 
foster families, but when 

it comes to teenagers with 
complex needs often foster 
placements don’t work out 
and a care facility becomes 
the only option. But, this 
research reveals that far 
from being the safety net 
that these children need, it 
leaves them vulnerable and 
shrewd people are obvi-
ously only too willing to 
exploit this.

The UCD report, com-
piled after interviews with 
staff in the care facilities, 
paints a depressing pat-
tern of child sexual exploi-
tation where minors can 
effectively just be picked 
up from State-run facili-
ties at night and taken to 
hotels where they are plied 
with alcohol, and sexually 
abused. And dropped back 
in the morning with rela-
tive impunity.

Protection
One of the care workers 
interviews said that that 
they tried to lock up one 
of the girls at night for 
her own protection. But 
men would come to the 
residence for her and “they 
were banging on the doors, 
banging on the windows 
and absolutely everything 
to try to get into the place”.

“So it became a real 
danger and a f lashpoint 
for everybody,” the worker 

told researchers. “It ended 
up like there was a stream 
of cars outside there prac-
tically every night of the 
week, and worse at week-
ends.”

❛❛How different 
would it have 
been if it was 
nuns or Christian 
Brothers who were 
failing these girls 
rather than social 
workers?”

It  was a bombshell 
report that should’ve been 
a moment of national panic 
and emergency about how 
these vulnerable girls are 
being failed. But, it didn’t 
even unseat Ryan Tubridy 
and the RTÉ payments scan-
dal from the front pages for 
a single day.

How different would it 
have been if it was nuns 
or Christian Brothers who 
were failing these girls 
rather than social work-
ers? I think we all know the 
answer.

It’s important to focus on 
past child protection fail-
ings, but we shouldn’t miss 
the opportunities to actu-
ally save children that can 
be helped today.



When you set aside a gift  
of any size in your Will  

to Trócaire, your good and  
generous name will never die.

Every year after your passing, 
we'll honour your name in 
gratitude and love at a special 
Remembrance Mass where all 
faiths are welcome.

We’ll keep your name safe 
and warm in our Books of 
Remembrance, too, where all 
the people who’ve loved you can 
come to see it.

Simple bequests of any size 
by Will are some of the greatest, 

It’s been said that if 
your name is held  

in the hearts of others, 
you will never truly die.

most everlasting gifts of all made 
by caring people just like you 
across Ireland.

So whether you ultimately 
include Trócaire in your final 
legacy – or another worthy cause – 
we have a free and easy planner 
you can bring to your solicitor  
to get started. We're happy to 
post it to you, discreetly, and 
with our heartfelt thanks for  
your consideration and for being 
a faithful Irish Catholic reader.

For the relief your legacy  
will bring to people living in  
fear from poverty, injustice, 

indifference, and exploitation 
worldwide, we believe that even 
though you pass on, your good 
name should never die.

Request your free and 
confidential legacy planner 
from Trócaire today. Then  
bring the planner to your  
family solicitor for an open  
and honest conversation.

We’ll remember your 
name.

To request your free legacy planner now, including bequest wording and a simple 
4-step worksheet you can share privately with your solicitor,  

ring Grace Kelly on 01 5053 221, or email grace.kelly@trocaire.org  

Charity Regulatory Authority No. 20204842; Revenue Number CHY 22508; Company Number 661147
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Out&About
Smiling servants of the Lord

INSHORT
Kerry diocese keeps ‘hope 
alive’ with mission
The diocese of Kerry has launched its online 
mission, ‘Hope Alive!’, from January 21 to 24.

Well-known humanitarian Adi Roche 
headlines the mission and will reflect on 
what it means to welcome the stranger on 
Sunday, January 21, at 8pm.

Guest speakers include Fr Michael Conway, 
Dr Keith Gaynor and Jane Mellet, reflecting on 
topics from mental health to parish responses 
to the environmental crisis. All keynote talks 
take place at 8pm.

The mission is an opportunity to “nourish, 
share and live our faith”, according to Bishop 
of Kerry Ray Browne.

“We live in a fear filled time: parents con-
cerning young children; adults regarding 
housing and poverty; all of us regarding both 
climate change and the awful wars in Sudan, 
Ukraine and Israel-Palestine,” the bishops 
said in a statement. 

“Hope in the presence of Jesus Christ is our 
response to all fear and worry.”

Putting a spin on the traditional parish 
mission, the online gatherings are open for 
all to participate in. 

Mission Masses streamed daily at 10 am 
from: Our Lady and St Brendan’s Tralee, on 
Sunday, January 21; Caherdaniel, Monday, 
January 22; Ballyduff, Tuesday, January 23; 
and Dingle, Wednesday, January 24.

You can register for the mission on www.
dioceseofkerry.ie.

Tuam choir members 
honoured by Pope
Four members of the Tuam Cathedral Choir 
were conferred with Papal honours by 
Archbishop of Tuam Francis Duffy.

Ursula Kelly, Anne Joyce, Rose McGrath 
and Eamonn Kitt were presented with the 
Papal Medal Benemerenti by Archbishop 
Francis Duffy at the Carol Service, 
which took place in the Cathedral of the 
Assumption recently.

“The word Benemerenti comes from 
Latin and means ‘well-deserving’,” a 
spokesperson for the choir said in a 
statement.

“Each of the four choir members is well 

deserving, having been part of the choir for 
over 40 years.”

In presenting the Benemerenti Medals, 
Archbishop Francis Duffy thanked the four 
recipients for their commitment and dedi-
cation to the Cathedral Choir for over four 
decades.

Under the direction of Dr Mark Keane, 
the choir sings at the 10.30am Mass each 
Sunday. The choir members sing each year 
at the Annual Novena in Knock, the Christ-
mas Carol Service, and all significant cer-
emonies in Tuam Cathedral. 

The choir has also performed at many 
international venues, most recently in the 
Karmelitenkirche in Straubing, Germany. In 
previous years, the choir has sung in Liver-
pool and New York.

ARMAGH: Archbishop Eamon Martin celebrates Mass with students for the priesthood and diaconate for the dioceses Armagh and Dromore.

GALWAY: Archbishop Francis Duffy presents four members of the Tuam Cathedral Choir 
with the Benemerenti medal. Pictured are Ursula Kelly, Rose McGrath, Archbishop Duffy, 
Eamonn Kitt and Anne Joyce. Photo: Jacinta Fahy.

GALWAY: The four medal recipients with the members of the Tuam Cathedral Choir 
following the presentation. Photo: Jacinta Fahy.
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ARMAGH 
Adoration Chapel on Edward 

Street holds Adoration from 
9am–7pm every day. 

CAVAN
Fr Brendan Coffey OSB 

Abbot of Glenstal Abbey, 
Limerick, will be the guest 
preacher at the annual 
Ecumenical Service at the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Kingscourt at 
7.30pm on January 24. 

CLARE
Adoration of the Blessed Sac-

rament takes place Monday 
to Friday at Ennis Cathedral 
from 5pm until 7pm.

CORK
Alpha training days for parishes 

and families takes place in 
Blackrock Parish Centre 
on Saturday, January 27 
at 10am and Clonakilty 
Parish Centre on Saturday, 
February 3. To register visit 
corkandross.org.

Connect 4, a faith gathering 
of 18- to 35-year-olds to 
take place in Devere Hall 
on February 18. Tickets are 
€10. To book tickets, visit 
Eventbrite.ie.

DERRY
Dungiven Lectio Divina Group 

meet on Wednesdays, from 
7.30-9pm, in Dungiven Par-
ish House, while St Canice’s 
Prayer Group meets each 
Thursday in Dungiven Con-
ference Room at 7pm

DONEGAL 
The Legion of Mary meet 

every Thursday in Raphoe 
parish at 8pm. All welcome.

DOWN 
Church Unity Service in St 

Patrick’s Church, Down-
patrick on Sunday, January 
21 at 7.30pm with par-
ticipation of the Christian 
Churches in Downpatrick. 
Guest preacher: Fr Andrew 
Black (lecturer St Mary’s 
College Belfast).

DUBLIN
The Catholic Intervarsity Ball will 

take place in the Gresham 
Hotel on April 6. Purchase 
tickets at Eventbrite.ie

FERMANAGH 
St Michael’s Parish Enniskil-

len hosts a Divine Mercy 
Holy Hour every Sunday at 
7.00pm. 

GALWAY
Roundtower association to 

host conference on ‘Our 
Lady, the Liturgy, the family 
and the crisis of moder-
nity’ with guest speakers 
Dr Joseph Shaw and Fr 
Philomeno James Mary in 
Galmont Hotel, on February 
10 at 9amTo register con-
tact info@roundtower.org.

KILKENNY
The St John’s Parish Scrip-

ture Group in Kilkenny city 
to continue their meetings 
in the New Year. The group 
will meet again on Thurs-
day, January 18 at 7.30pm. 

LAOIS
The rosary will be prayed at 

the grotto of the Church 
of the Assumption at 8pm 
on the first Friday of every 
month. The Divine Mercy 
Chaplet is prayed at 3pm 
every Sunday in Portlaoise 
parish church.

LEITRIM 
Daily rosary at 6pm in St 

Joseph’s Church, Leitrim 
Village.

LOUTH 
St Peter’s Youth Group for 

teenagers 13-17 years old 
in Drogheda, meets on the 
first and third Friday of each 
month in the Family Room 
of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church.

MEATH 
Prayer day on January 21 with 

Greg Dunne will take place 
at 2.30pm in St Patrick’s 
Hall, Trim. All are welcome.

MONAGHAN
A presentation of Pioneer pins 

and diplomas will be made 
after 6pm Mass on Saturday, 
January 20. Pins for 10, 25 
and 50 years. Diplomas for 
40 years. Clasp and diplo-
mas for 60 and 70 years, all 
those who are looking for 
any of the above, contact 
Jim on 087 6734553.

OFFALY
Rosary takes place at Alfie 

Lambe House, Arden Rd 
Tullamore on Saturday 13, 
8.15pm. 

TYRONE 
Eucharistic Adoration takes 

place St Luárán’s, Dun-
gannon on Monday and 
Wednesday 10.30am–5pm.

WEXFORD
Gorey Parish archive photo 

exhibition to take place on 
January 26 at 7pm in the 
pastoral centre. 

WICKLOW: Fr Aquinas Duffy PP Wicklow attends the 
Annual Remembrance Service for the Wicklow RNLI on 
January 1 at Wicklow Harbour, along with Church of Ireland 
Rev. Jack Kinkead and RNLI Member Stephen Kelly.

TYRONE: Baby Ria Conlon and parents John and 
Rebecca take part at a Mass in St Colmcille’s Church on 
the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord for newly baptised 
children of the parish.

USA: Anna Sheehan, Ireland Johnson, PJ Cronin, Eva Conroy, and Alex O’Doherty, all students at University College Cork 
pose during the SEEK24 conference at America’s Center Convention Complex in St Louis on January 4. Photo: OSV News.

ROSCOMMON: Bishop Paul Dempsey marks retirement of Martin Conlon after his 18 years working with Accord.
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Brainiacs from Catholic schools descend 
on Dublin for BT Young Scientist

Abbie Mazzelle (16) and Emma Heaphy (16) of Presentation 
Secondary School Listowel, Co. Kerry, present their project 
‘Would people move to an island if given the necessities?’. 

Pippa Hennessy (16) of St Mary’s High School in Cork focused 
on the topic ‘Does Our Generation Have a Shorter Attention 
Span Than Previous Generations?’. Ms Hennessy said social 
media plays a big role in decreasing attention spans.

From St Vincent’s Secondary School in Louth Julia Van 
Coller (16) and Dearbhla Rooney (15) discovered how Irish 
people truly feel about immigration with a lie detector test.

Ronan Scullion (13) and Laochra Hill (14) from St Colman’s 
College, Co. Down with their project ‘“Egg”citing Way To 
Treat Phosphate Run Off’.

Calum Burke (15) and John McCallig (15) of Blackrock 
College in Dublin investigated whether the wood an 
acoustic guitar is made from affects the sound of the guitar.

Noah Callum Hill (16), Donagh Carey (16) and Sarah Higgins 
(16) from St Finian’s College, Co. Westmeath presented ‘A 
Quantitative Analysis of Students’ Daily Inhaled Dose of 
PM2.5 Particles’.

Travelling to Dublin from St Vincent Secondary School, 
Co. Louth, Erin Finegan (16) Dearbhla McKenna (16) and 
Erin Roe (16) presented their study: ‘An attempt to create 
an improved artificial version of the “helicopter seed” 
produced by the acer pseudoplatanus’.

Sixteen-year-olds Siobhán O’Brien and Ciara McDermott 
from Loreto Secondary School Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, 
who investigated ‘Coastal Crumbling’.

Amy Hennessy (16) and Juliette Purcell (17) from Coláiste 
Mhuire, Co. Clare, investigated anterior cruciate ligament 
injuries in women’s sport.

Thousands of schoolchildren descended on the RDS in Dublin for the 60th BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition, 
which ran from January 10-13, 500 projects from 219 schools were displayed. Photos: Chai Brady
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LENTEN COMPANION

Price:
€6 + €3 P&P
LIMITED QUANTITIES

AVAILABLE

Allow Magnificat to accompany you on your 
Lenten journey this year with prayer, wisdom from 
the great saints, and of course breaking open the 
word of God contained in Holy Scripture. Cast out 

into the deep and find new life!

 Your Lenten Journey 
Begins with the

ORDER TODAY | PHONE 01 6874024

Delilah Afriyie, Doireann Dempsey, and Layla O’Connor all 
aged 13, from St Mary’s Secondary School in Mallow, Co. Cork 
presented technology that could save a person from drowning. 

Naomi Picovici (14), St Leo’s College in Carlow, poses with 
her honey and herbs. Ms Picovici focused on the potential 
of herbs to combat varroa mite infestation on Irish bees. 

Stephen Tighe, Joshua Kennya and Michael Lavin, all aged 
16, from Scoil Mhuire in Roscommon demonstrated how 
their Triple S (Slurry Safety System) could save lives by 
detecting dangerous levels of harmful gas.

Matthew Daly (14) and Rory Maguire (14) of Presentation 
College Headford, Galway, investigated the topic: ‘How 
“green” are the local GAA clubs? Comparing the carbon 
footprints of our rural GAA clubs.’

Sophie Bradley (16), Sadhbh Barr (15) and Lauren Duggan 
(15) from St Mary’s Secondary School Glasnevin in Dublin 
investigated the “physiological and mental well-being of top 
tier athletes at active and retirement levels in sport”.

Aoife Brennan (16) and Molly O’Leary (15), from Mount 
Sackville Secondary School in Dublin looked into the 
eff ects of IV vitamin drips/shots on skin and overall health.

Promoting the health benefi ts of sea swimming are Ciara 
Kennedy (15) and twins Emily and Laura Dolan (16) from 
Holy Child Secondary School Killiney in Dublin. 

Evanne Coyle (15), Aimee Kierans (16) and Amy Murphy 
from St Louis Secondary School, Monaghan, presented 
their project ‘Sunscreen – Safe or Sorry?’
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Bevy of baby blessings in Graiguecullen
Ruadhán Jones

Graiguecullen’s parish church was packed for the 
feast of Jesus’ Baptism, as children baptised in 2023 
received a blessing from Fr John Dunphy PP.

The blessing was given to the babies and their par-
ents as they continue their faith journey together. 

The parish’s baptismal ministers gifted each family with a 
prayer card, a little bottle of holy water and a sheet of prayers 
for parents to pray with their children as they grow up.

Fr John Dunphy offers a blessing to children baptised in 2023 and their parents in Graiguecullen parish on the feast of 
Jesus’ Baptism.
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Lorraine Mulholland has penned an encyclopaedia of Irish women from 
all walks of life who made a place for themselves in the annals of history as 

saints, scholars, healers and more!
Accompanied by riveting illustrations, the book is a must-have for budding 

Irish readers with an interest in history, mythology, and folklore.

ORDER FROM
WWW.COLUMBABOOKS.COM OR CALL 01-6874025

€19.99 + €5.00P&P

But how many of them were women?

THE LAND OF
SAINTS & SCHOLARS

RTÉ documentary 
fails to ask the big 
questions about 
the priesthood, 
writes David 
Quinn

You could tell Ardal 
O’Hanlon was pull-
ing his punches in his 
documentary about 

the huge decline in vocations 
that was aired by RTÉ on Mon-
day night, but you could also 
tell he won’t regret it when 
there are very few clergy left in 
the country.

O’Hanlon, who made his 
name playing the part of ‘Fr 
Dougal’ in’ Fr Ted’, was present-
ing The Last Priests in Ireland’. 

In fairness to him, O’Hanlon 
makes no real attempt to hide 
where he is coming from. Near 
the beginning of the documen-
tary, he describes himself as 
“an agnostic hostile to a dis-
graced Church” but adds that 
he is “appreciative” of Ireland’s 
Christian heritage, although he 
never really explains why.

Indeed, several times he 
interviews a self-styled Celtic 
priest, and we are almost 
invited to regret that this ear-
lier and supposedly more lib-
erating Celtic spirituality was 
better than the Christianity 
that replaced it, especially as 
the influence of popes grew. 

Celtic
What was good about early Irish 
Christianity was essentially 
its Celtic character. The more 
Roman the Church became, the 
worse it became. Or so we are 
led to think.

We were never told that the 
Celts engaged in human sacri-
fice, but never mind.

The take that the Church 
in Ireland became worse as 
it became more Roman was 
confirmed when O’Hanlon got 
around to the Synod of Thur-
les in 1850, which was pre-
sented as the final takeover of 
the Church in Ireland by Rome 
through its agent, Cardinal Paul 
Cullen. 

After that, the programme 
implied, the Church in Ireland 
really went downhill as the 
clergy became ever more pow-
erful and authoritarian.

This, of course, is an utterly 
conventional take on the recent 
history of the Church in Ireland 

which was challenged by no-
one in the documentary.

Some of the priests O’Hanlon 
speaks to in the show are peo-
ple he knew when he was 
growing up. 

They explain why they 
became priests and remain 
priests, and did so very well, but 
they did not give an alternative 
interpretation of the history of 
the Church.

You can’t talk about some-
thing like the Synod of Thurles 
without mentioning the Fam-
ine, which had devastated the 
country only a very short time 
before. You also can’t mention 
the Synod without referring 
to the final lifting of the Penal 
Laws only a couple of decades 
earlier. 

In the mid-19th century, 
the Church needed organising. 
Society needed organising. We 
didn’t want the British doing 
it for us. They were largely 
responsible for the Famine, and 
fully responsible for the Penal 
Laws. 

❛❛The post-Famine 
Church in Ireland 
had developed 
as an antidote to 
the poverty and 
degradation of 
the mass of the 
population in the 
mid-19th Century”

So, who else were we 
going to turn to apart from 
the Church? It would have 
been much harder for us to get 
back on our feet without it, but 
O’Hanlon presents what hap-
pened post-Thurles mostly as 
an eager power grab by Rome 
and its Irish allies. 

Someone who offers a 
very different take from this 
depressingly conventional one 
is Brian Fallon, for many years 
the literary editor of The Irish 
Times and therefore not some-
one who would be regarded as 
a Church ‘apologist’.

In his book An Age of Inno-
cence: Irish Culture 1930-1960, 
he writes: “Irish Catholicism is 
often described as repressive, 
and so it was in many or even 
most senses, but how effective 
would it have been as a grass-
roots moral force if it had been 
anything else?”

Crucially, he adds: “The 
question has to be faced realis-
tically and today’s ready-made 
answer, that of the liberal, mid-
dle-class agenda, does not seem 
adequate in the context of two 
generations ago. 

“Like Scottish and Welsh 
Calvinism, the post-Famine 
Church in Ireland had devel-
oped as an antidote to the 
poverty and degradation of the 

mass of the population in the 
mid-19th Century, when evan-
gelical religion proved to be 
virtually the only force which 
could lift demoralised human 
beings to some level of self-
discipline and self-respect. To 
have undermined this founda-
tion… would have been socially 
irresponsible”. 

Fallon says, “the Catholic 
Church in Ireland was essen-
tially a people’s Church” 
because it very much reflected 
the society from which it had 
arisen.

He also quotes William But-
ler Yeats (famously a Protestant) 
who, after the Civil War, said the 
Church now badly needed to 
restore a semblance of order to 
a society that was falling apart. 

Priests and nuns played a 
big part in this, for which they 
are now regularly damned. And 
yes, they often were authoritar-
ian (something I hardly encoun-
tered at all growing up), but to 
ignore the historical context for 
the kind of Church which arose 
after the Famine does a mas-
sive disservice to anyone who 
watched this programme. 

The Last Priests in Ireland
mentions the scandals, as it 
must, but these are presented 
almost as the defining charac-
teristic of the Church in Ireland, 
along with authoritarianism.

This is like reducing Brit-
ish history to the crimes of 
the British Empire. It’s not the 
whole story, is it? Rarely does 
O’Hanlon address some of the 
good Irish priests might have 
done for people. 

At the end of the pro-
gramme, O’Hanlon wonders if 
we really need priests at all. He 
acknowledges we need models 
of selflessness, but not even the 
Church says that priests alone 
can provide this.

We certainly don’t need 
priests and religious to carry out 
the social work of the Church. 
The Welfare State has replaced 
a lot of those functions, and in 
fact is the direct inheritor of the 
Church’s charitable tradition, 
although we have largely lost 
sight of this now. 

Secularisation
The decline of the priesthood 
in Ireland (not just the Catholic 
priesthood, by the way) is really 
a symptom of the secularisation 
of Irish life, and also of much 
smaller families and far more 
job choices.

But if the priesthood, or 
some kind of ministerial office 
at least, was ultimately founded 
by Jesus Christ, and that more 
or less vanishes from Irish life, 
then who leads the Church and 
what happens to a society as 
it progressively becomes less 
religious and maintains only 
a weak connection with the 
sacred and transcendent? 

It is still very early days in 

that process, and we can’t know 
for sure what will happen.

We do know that the 20th 
Century has seen some horrific 
replacement ‘religions’ like fas-
cism and communism.

The fate of Christianity is 
intimately bound up with cer-
tain ministerial offices, includ-

ing for Catholics and versions of 
Protestantism, the priesthood. 

If few are coming forward 
for those, then the Church(es) 
inevitably decline. I think a 
society without Christianity 
will be in worse shape ulti-
mately and that we would be 
in far worse shape if Christi-

anity had never existed.
Explaining this was beyond 

the scope of The Last Priests 
in Ireland. That said, it’s a pity 
it didn’t stray from its wholly 
conventional script about 
Irish Catholicism since 1850. A 
missed opportunity, but all too 
typical. 

‘Fr Dougal’ documentary on priests 
disappointingly conventional

 Ardal O’Hanlon meets 
chaplain Fr Jerry Carroll in 
The Last Priests in Ireland.
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On the eve of the 
Epiphany in bril-
liant sunshine that 
seemed to prom-

ise better days are coming, a 
large group of volunteers, in 
a quarter of an acre plot in 
a field just South East of the 
Front Gate, planted 2,500 
native Irish trees. 

The density of planting 
follows the Akire Miawaki
approach: three or four trees 
to the square meter instead 
of the more normal com-
mercial density of one tree 
to every two square metre. 

This makes for a sheltered 
woodland environment even 
in the first year, so the trees 
become self-maintaining 
from the beginning. As the 
Irish sean-fhocail puts it: ‘ar 
scáth a chéile a mhaireann 
siad’.

A wide diversity of native 
trees were planted: apple, 
cherry, oak, sloe, pine, 

A new forest is born at Glenstal Abbey

Bro. Luke 
McNamara OSB

A new forest is born at Glenstal Abbey

Bro. Anthony Keane and Abbot Brendan Coff ey plant tree 
saplings in Glenstal. Photos: Denis Hooper.

rowan, spindle and holly. 
These species are found in 
abundance within the rem-
nants of the natural Glen-
stal woodland and speak of 
their ecological functional-
ity – they feed the birds that 
spread them.

The initiative was part of 
the 100 million trees project 
founded by siblings Richard 
and David Mulcahy, who 
hope to plant this number 
of trees in 10,000 acres over 
the next 10 years, using the 
dense planting approach of 
Miawaki. 

Conscious that we are 
stewards of the land and 
seek to protect and enhance 
it for future generations, the 
monks are glad to be part 
of this project, which joins 
with the aim of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si, on the 
care of our common home 
and also responds to the goal 
of planting more trees put 
forward at the spring general 
meeting of the Irish Catholic 
bishops’ conference. 

It is hoped that other 
communities, farmers, land 
and homeowners will iden-
tify small plots for planting 
and so promote biodiversity, 
improve our natural habitat 
and limit the effects of cli-
mate change.

All hands on deck at Glenstal Abbey.
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The sixth Inter-
national Day of 
Education will be 
celebrated on Janu-

ary 24, under the theme 
“learning for lasting peace”, 
with the assumption that 
education contributes to 
more peaceful societies. 

The idea is that the more 
educated a society is, the less 
likely it is to enter into wars 
of aggression and conflict.  

It certainly isn’t true that 
educated leaders are less 
likely to engage in wars or 
bring society together. Lenin 
graduated from high school 
ranking first in his class. He 
distinguished himself in 
Latin and Greek and (even-
tually) qualified with a first-
class Law Degree. 

Pol Pot was reportedly a 
mediocre student who ben-
efited from a scholarship 
that enabled him to study 
in Marseille, however he did 
not finish his undergraduate 
degree. Hitler was similarly a 
poor student. 

Robert Mugabe studied 
economics at the University 
of London, albeit remotely, 
while Idi Amin had little for-
mal education.

Conflicts
Research from the Global 
Partnership for Education 
(GPE) indicates that higher 
government spending on 
education is correlated with 
fewer and shorter conflicts. 
It doesn’t however establish 
a causal effect that one flows 
from the other.  

Harvard psychologist Ste-
ven Pinker’s famous book The 
Better Angels of Our Nature, 
notes the importance of edu-
cation in reducing conflict. 
Mr Pinker highlights “the 
escalator of reason” – with 
education as a central com-
ponent – as one of the most 
important “pacifying forces” 

Learning for 
lasting peace is a 
pipe-dream for 
many who don’t 
get to school, 
writes Dualta 
Roughneen 

Instrumentalising education 
doesn’t help bring peace

of humanity’s violent history. 
However, a study by Otsby 

et al in 2019 found that while 
the existing evidence con-
verges toward a consensus 
that education has an overall 
pacifying effect on conflict, 
these general conclusions are 
challenged by evidence show-
ing above-average levels of 
education among terrorists 
and genocide perpetrators.  

❛❛The evidence 
base that teaching 
children about 
peace and the values 
of harmonious 
living lead to more 
peaceful societies is 
sketchy at best”

For sure, involvement in 
conflict causes a reduction 
in investment in education – 
it isn’t conclusively true that 
the causation moves in the 
opposite direction. 

The GPE argues that 
investing more in education 
can foster economic growth 
and social equality, which, in 
turn, are associated with a 
decrease in conflicts. 

All of this is noble and 
good of course. The aim of 
reducing conflicts, saving 

lives, building peaceful soci-
eties is a good thing. 

Instrumentalising
However, this comes with 
a risk of instrumentalising 
education which is a good in 
itself, not just something that 
contributes to other goods.  

This is particularly 
true when we are talking 
about education in under-
resourced settings, and when 
investment in ‘peace educa-
tion’ and similar initiatives 
are prioritised over invest-
ment in the basic building 
blocks of education. 

While many claim that 
peace education is more 
necessary than ever, in a 
world mired in conflict, the 
evidence base that teaching 
children about peace and the 
values of harmonious living 
lead to more peaceful socie-
ties is sketchy at best.  

Sustainable Development 
Goal 4, to ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality edu-
cation and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for 

all by 2030, remains well 
off-track and with signifi-
cant setbacks due to war and 
conflict particularly in sub-
Saharan Africa.  

❛❛Peace 
education feels like 
a luxury investment 
in vast swathes of 
the world” 

UNESCO Director Gen-
eral, Audrey Azoulay said 
that education is in a state 
of emergency as recently as 
September 2023. Over 250 
million children are out of 
school across the world. 

Since 2015, the number of 
children completing primary 
education has increased by 
less than three percentage 
points to 87%. The num-
ber completing secondary 
education, meanwhile, has 
increased by less than five to 
just 58%. Six years from 2030, 
we are way off track. 

For a huge number of chil-

dren across the world, basic 
numeracy and literacy, let 
alone general proficiency in 
reading and mathematics 
remains a pipe-dream. 

Globally, South Sudan has 
the lowest expected years of 
schooling at 5.5 years, fol-
lowed by Niger (6.9 years) 
and Mali (7.4 years). Compare 
that to Ireland with 18 years. 

Until the building blocks 
are put in place that will 
allow children to attend and 
complete a quality education, 
peace education feels like 
a luxury investment in vast 
swathes of the world. 

While countries in the 
‘developed world’ are spend-
ing between 4 and 6% of GDP 
on education, investment in 
education in Africa is stuck at 
2-3%, and that drawing from 
a much, much lower GDP per 
capita. Funds are scarce in the 
poorest parts of the world. 

Disability 
For people with a disability, 
the situation is even more 
stark. As expected, less 

children with a functional 
difficulty will access less 
education and for a shorter 
period of time. 

For instance, in Mali, the 
‘ever attended’ school rates 
stand at 19%, 30% and 40% for 
persons with at least a lot of 
difficulty, some difficulty and 
no difficulty respectively. 

❛❛ Inequality 
across disability 
status in terms of 
literacy may be 
widening and feed 
into a disability and 
development gap”

The Disability Data Ini-
tiative, in the absence of clear 
commitments of govern-
ments when they signed up 
to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals to collect data 
on progress for people with 
disability, has been gather-
ing evidence on the disparate 
impact of education progress 
on people with disabilities.  

The data points, drily, to the 
sad reality that “with univer-
salisation efforts for primary 
and secondary education, a 
priority in SDG Goal 4, attend-
ance among children with dis-
abilities needs to improve fast. 

“Otherwise, inequality 
across disability status in 
terms of literacy may be 
widening and feed into a 
disability and development 
gap, a situation where dis-
ability related inequalities 
may expand as countries 
develop.” 

While education for last-
ing peace may be a noble 
goal, it should be put in 
context of the reality of the 
world for millions of children, 
and children with disability 
in particular. 

The evidence points 
towards the potential that 
education in itself can con-
tribute to peace, and to a 
much greater extent than 
scripted initiatives such as 
peace education and other 
curriculum additions.  

This is not to say that we 
should scrap ‘peace edu-
cation’ but with so many 
children missing out on edu-
cation entirely, with so many 
failing to achieve any form 
of proficiency, with children 
with disability doubly mar-
ginalised by poverty and 
lack of accessible schools 
and teaching, investment 
needs to be focused on the 
building blocks rather than 
the architectural flourishes 
particularly when resources 
are already far below what 
is needed to ensure a solid 
foundation.  

Police officers stand guard outside a school in the Jaranwala town of Faisalabad, Pakistan, August 21, 2023, set up as a 
temporary shelter for the members of Pakistan’s Christian community who were displaced after sectarian violence. Photo: 
OSV News/Charlotte Greenfield, Reuters

❛❛The evidence points towards the potential that 
education in itself can contribute to peace, and to a 
much greater extent than scripted initiatives such 
as peace education and other curriculum addition”
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J ohn McGahern had 
well documented 
problems with the 
Church, and with his 

faith, but he always struck 
me as having a holy sense 
about him, even a monas-
tic one. It was in his simple 
bearing, his self-effacing 
nature, in the frugality of 
his lifestyle.

He retained this right 
through his life. Though a 
non-believer at the time 
of his death in 2006, he 
wanted a Catholic funeral. 
Indeed, his funeral Mass 
was a concelebrated one. 

Last year I had the arro-
gance to write a biography 
of him. I didn’t feel quali-
fied for the task. I wasn’t a 
close friend of his, merely 
an acquaintance, and nei-
ther am I a McGahern 
scholar, like those who’ve 
written academic books on 
him. But I still undertook it. 

I had interviewed him in 
1990 apropos his Booker-
Pr ize nominated book 

John McGahern’s holy sense
Amongst Women and we 
kept in contact by phone 
and in letters afterwards. 

He never played the role 
of ‘the writer’ to me. “How 
are you?” he would always 
say anytime I rang him, as 
if I was the important one. 

We both shared roots in 
Co. Roscommon. My mother 
was from there, and he 
knew some of my relatives. 
He was always more inter-
ested in personal talk than 
what he called ‘rubbish’ 
about books. 

And yet he was a visit-
ing professor of literature 
to many American univer-
sities. I have often found in 
life that those of the great-
est intelligence are the ones 
who play it down most.

Eminences
Likewise with religion. 
Those who have the deepest 
thoughts in this regard are 
not the ones who go about 
the place “like eminences”, 
as he once put it to me, but 
those who downplay their 
spirituality. 

“The Bible was my first 
book,” he said, “and it was 
my most important one.” 
Even when he lost his 
teaching job in the 60s due 
to events in his private life, 
he never held any bitterness 
towards the Church, which 
‘hired and fired’ at the time.

He spent some years as 
a supply teacher in England 
afterwards. When he came 
back to Leitrim to live in the 
early 1970s he formed many 
friendships with priests. 

These he kept up all his 
life, meeting them at social 

events and treating them 
exactly as he always did 
even when the country was 
beset with anti-Catholic 
feeling.

It was the Irish Catholic’s 
Mary Kenny who broke 
the news of John’s return 
to Ireland in her capacity 
as an Irish Independent 
columnist .  She writes 
about meeting John in her 
recently-published book 
The Way We Were: Catholic 
Ireland Since 1922 published 
by Columba Press. 

❛❛ I sometimes 
feel that when 
people lose the 
belief in heaven as 
a physical place, 
they lose their 
religion as well”

John wasn’t init ially 
pleased at this news coming 
out as he wanted to keep 
his head down but I think 
he was glad afterwards. As I 
say in my book, “The prodi-
gal son didn’t come home 
to eat the fatted calf but to 
raise it.” His new life was as 
a small freehold farmer. 

“When I was young,” he 
said once, “Heaven was as 

The famous Irish 
author had a 
different type of 
religion, writes 
Aubrey Malone

real a place to me as Can-
ada or Australia. I felt if I 
climbed up beyond the top 
branch of the highest tree I 
would eventually reach it. 
Religion was the weather 
of my childhood.”

I sometimes feel that 
when people lose the belief 
in heaven as a physical 
place, they lose their reli-
gion as well. In other words 
they throw the baby out 
with the bathwater. 

W hen John stopped 
believing in ‘apple pie in the 
sky when you die,’ or the 
man with the white beard 
on his Olympian throne 
as the ‘penny Catechism’ 
instruction of John’s youth 
may have intimated, they 
go through a similar tran-
sition.

Likewise, when members 
of the clergy fail through 
human error, this has also led 
to people leaving their reli-
gion. John was against this. 

Opinion
In his later years he felt 
the tide had swung too far 
against priests in popu-
lar opinion after the abuse 
scandals broke. 

This despite the fact that 
he believed John Charles 
MacQuaid, the archbishop 
of Dublin at the time of his 

Aubrey Malone’s biog-
raphy of John McGahern, 
Leitrim Observed, is cur-
rently on sale, published by 
Aureus Press at €20.  

i

sacking, was firmly behind 
it. I asked him once if he 
didn’t know he was walking 
into a lion’s den by marry-
ing in a registry office and 
publishing The Dark, a book 
which dealt with many sex-
ual issues which were taboo 
at the time.

❛❛One can’t 
go from ‘God 
betrayed me’ to 
‘God doesn’t exist.’ 
This seemed to be 
at least a part of 
what was going on 
with him”

“I didn’t think about 
these things,” he replied, 
“All I was concerned with 
was getting the words 
right.” In some ways, litera-
ture became his religion in 
his adulthood. 

His mother had wanted 
him to be a priest. He prom-
ised her he would honour 
that wish when she was 
dying of cancer. 

John was just ten at the 
time, and fervently pray-
ing that she would survive. 
When she didn’t, he felt God 
betrayed him. 

Again, there’s a faultline 
in this kind of thinking. One 
can’t go from ‘God betrayed 
me’ to ‘God doesn’t exist.’ 
This seemed to be at least 
a part of what was going on 
with him. 

Instead of taking reli-
gious vows, he entered 
what he came to call the 
‘second priesthood,’ ie. the 
teaching profession. When 
I met him in 1990 I told him 

my mother had also wanted 
me to be a priest. 

Two members of my 
family had already entered 
seminaries as I was growing 
up. Like John, I ‘settled’ for 
the ‘second priesthood’ of 
teaching.

Routines
I entered St Patrick’s Train-
ing college in Drumcondra 
approximately 20 years 
after he did but many of 
the same routines were 
in place. The system had 
relaxed somewhat but I 
still felt a church-like aura 
in the building, perhaps 
because of the stained glass 
on the windows. 

I interviewed John a sec-
ond time on the occasion of 
his 70th birthday in 2004. 
He was ill with cancer by 
now but he didn’t tell me. 
Two years later he was gone 
from us.

His legacy lives on. In 
nearly all of his books 
there’s a huge sense of the 
sacramental, of the excite-
ment of ritual he experi-
enced upon stepping into 
a church as a boy. I don’t 
think this ever abated, even 
when it became transmuted 
into his literary ambitions. 

T he wr iter-cum-f i lm 
director Neil Jordan, who 
was a pupil of his in Clon-
tarf, once said, “I just 
thought of him as a teacher 
when I was in his class. 
Today he’s almost like an 
archbishop.”

❛❛Heaven was as real a place to 
me as Canada or Australia. I felt 
if I climbed up beyond the top 
branch of the highest tree I would 
eventually reach it. Religion was 
the weather of my childhood”



Church in Ireland 
needs ‘mindset shift’ 
over lay ministry
Ruadhán Jones

The Church in Ireland needs a 
whole “mindset shift” over lay 
ministry, as dioceses and par-
ishes seek to embed a synodal 

approach to local leadership, a leading 
theologian has said.

Irish dioceses have a “brilliant oppor-
tunity” to initiate a more “inclusive” 
model of leadership, according to the 
Dean of Theology at St Patrick’s Pontifical 
University, Maynooth, Dr Jessie Rogers.

But for this to take place, “there’s so 
much change of mindset that has to hap-
pen”, Dr Rogers told The Synodal Times.

“On one level, people are saying how 
do we go forward with a shortage of 
priests,” said Dr Rogers.

“On another level, which I hope is the 
deeper, truer level, is recognising that 
we’re in a different world… and that God 
gives to the Church everything that we 
need to be able to fulfil the ministry that 
he has given to us.”

“There is a whole load of possibili-
ties”, she said, including lay-led liturgies, 
catechetics and corporal works of mercy, 
adding that it is “a brilliant opportunity 
and invitation for all of the Baptised to 
more fully live out our faith”.

However, this needs training, forma-
tion and proper preparations by dio-
ceses and parishes to make space for lay 
leadership.

“People’s experience over the years 
is that they feel they have something to 
give, but there’s no opportunity in the 
parish,” warned Dr Rogers.

Maynooth is entering into partnership 
with a number of Irish dioceses to pro-
vide part-time courses on lay ministry, 
with 30 aspiring lay ministers from Ferns 
already gathering in January for a period 
of discernment.

The college is “in partnership with the 
dioceses,” said Dr Rogers, “who are look-
ing to change their model, to make it more 
inclusive, to include more people… the 
training and formation is only a piece”.

A lot of the work the dioceses have 
been doing in the synod has already 
brought about possibilities and people 
on board who may not have been as 
involved before, the theologian and Old 
Testament scholar said.

She encouraged the Faithful “not to 
fear”, saying we are “gaining so much 
more than we are losing”.

However, she warned against a mind-
set that asks, “how do we compensate 
for the lack of a priest, how do we do the 
next best thing”.

That mindset leads to the danger of 
that we “miss other possibilities”.

“It’s not just, how do we fix things, 
how do we make the best of a bad situa-
tion – it’s a case of what surprising thing 
is God doing in this time and this place,” 
said Dr Rogers.

“Synodality is what the Lord expects from the Church of the third millennium” – Pope Francis
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While in Europe 
and other areas 
of the world 
there has been 

a mixed reaction to the 
publication of the Dicast-
ery for the Doctrine of the 
Faith’s statement ‘Fiducia 
Supplicans’, with German 
bishops in clear majority 
in favour or French who 
speak of blessings as a ‘way 
to get closer to God’, the 
Catholic Church in African 
is in revolt. The publication, 
on 18 December last, of the 
doctrinal declaration, spe-
cifically the chapter refer-
ring to the possibility of 
blessing ‘irregular’ or same-
sex couples, is triggering 
unrestrained reactions in 
many bishops’ conferences 
and causing worrying splits. 
Not a day goes by with-
out pronouncements by 
bishops, official statements 
by entire conferences or 
interviews with individual 
exponents expressing abso-
lute opposition, even to the 
point of threatening total 
disobedience.

Already at the beginning 
of November, the responses 
of the Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, headed 
by Cardinal Victor Manuel 
Fernández, to the doubts 
expressed by Monsignor 
José Negri, bishop of Santo 
Amaro, Brazil, had raised 
much controversy. The very 

Africa in Revolt

important Vatican body, the 
same one that issued the 
“Fiducia Supplicans” on the 
Pope’s input, had on that 
occasion expressed (actually 
reiterated) that transsexuals 
can also ask for and receive 
baptism, and that transsexu-
als as well as homosexuals 
living with another person 
- provided that they lead “a 
life in conformity with the 

faith” can be godparents and 
witnesses at weddings in 
church. But African reactions 
to ‘Fiducia Supplicans’ go 
much further. Home to 236 
million of the world’s 1.3 
billion Catholics – as Fides 
News Agency reports - Africa 
accounted for more than half 
of the 16.2 million people 
who joined the Church 
worldwide in 2021, one of 

Luca Attanasio

the places where Catholicism 
is more on the rise. Concerns 
– as the New York Times 
writes - have been raised 
about whether this declara-
tion, as well as other Rome’s 
positions, could lead to a rift 
between Pope Francis and a 
region that is a demographic 
bright spot for Catholicism. 
“Homosexuality falsifies and 
corrupts human anthropol-
ogy and trivialises sexuality, 
marriage and the family, the 
foundations of society.” 

African culture
In African culture, this 
practice is not part of family 
and social values,’ thunders 
the Cameroonian bishops’ 
conference. ‘Consequently,’ it 
concludes, ‘we, the bishops, 
prohibit forever all blessings 
of homosexual couples in the 
Church of Cameroon. This is 
a clear act of insubordination 
to an official document of 
the dicastery for the Doctrine 
of the Faith approved by the 
Pope. In a statement issued on 
5 January 2024, the Bishops’ 
Conference of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo affirms 
“Regardless of the recognised 
right of the faithful to receive 
help from the sacred pastors 
through the spiritual goods 
of the Church, especially the 
Word of God, the sacraments 
and the sacramentals, we say 
NO to any form of blessing 

Pope Francis greets Cardinal Berhaneyesus Souraphiel of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican.

of same-sex couples”. Very 
similarly, Nigeria’s bishops 
say that ‘it is not possible for 
the Church to bless same-sex 
unions and activities’ and add 
that allowing such blessings 
‘would go against the law 
of God, the teachings of the 
Church, the laws of our nation 
and the cultural sensitivity of 
our people’. The positions of 
individual bishops such as the 
Kenyan Martin Mtumbuka of 
Karonga Diocese “[It] looks 
to us like a heresy; it reads 
like a heresy; and its effects 
a heresy,” or the Malawian 
Martin Mtumbuka, diocese 
of Karonga, who called on 
God’s people to ‘forget and 
ignore this controversial and 
blasphemous statement’, even 
though he was aware that, ‘in 
doing so, I invite you to pub-
licly reject a document signed 
by the Holy Father’, leave no 
doubt. Like an ax comes, then, 
the position of the umbrella 
body of the Regional Bishops’ 
Conference of West Africa 
(Recowa): ‘With regard to 
the blessing of homosexual 
couples, Recowa remains cat-
egorical: it will not take place 
in our area’.

Apparently more nuanced 
but equally harsh in content 
is the statement of the Kenya 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops. The document states that 
the Church works to ‘recover 
the lost and redirect all sin-

ners to the source of salvation 
and eternal life, but does not 
approve of sinful behaviour, 
such as homosexual activity. 
In blessing people, we do not 
bless the immoral actions they 
may engage in, but we hope 
that the blessing and prayers 
offered over them will cause 
them to convert and return 
to the ways of the Lord”. The 
Zambian bishops maintain 
that ‘Fiducia Supplicans’ “is 
not and should not be under-
stood as an endorsement of 
same-sex unions,” and they 
state that the scriptures “pre-
sent homosexual acts as acts 
of grave depravity”.

The list is much longer and 
the uprising almost general. 
So much so that Cardinal 
Fridolin Ambongo, Archbishop 
of Kinshasa, in his capacity as 
president of the Symposium 
of Episcopal Conferences 
of Africa and Madagascar 
(Secam, the body that groups 
together all the conferences 
of the Catholic bishops of 
Africa, ed.), on Christmas 
Eve launched a continental 
consultation “to provide 
unequivocal clarity” on the 
“Fiducia Supplicans” for the 
African population, and offer 
“definitive guidance” to God’s 
people. In the meantime, on 
Thursday 11 January, the Car-
dinal himself, in his capacity 
as president of Secam, issued 
a letter intended to be “a syn-

Archbishop Dieudonne Nzapalainga of Bangui, Central African Republic, walks with 
Imam Oumar Kobine Layama, president of the Islamic Central African community, as they 
encourage tolerance and reconciliation.
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States in Africa and legislation about homosexuality 
and sexual attitude other than hetero
As The Institute for Security 
Studies, also known as ISS 
Africa  explains, here are many 
international policies that rec-
ognise the impact of discrimi-
nation against the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, 
intersex, asexual and others 
(LGBTQIA+) community. One 
is the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil Resolution 41/18 on the 
protection against violence 
and discrimination on sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity. Another, which is legally 
binding, is the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights. 
Article 2 provides for the right 
to equality of all, and protects 
against discrimination based 
on sex or other status. How-
ever, the African Union (AU) 
has no official position on 
whether this includes sexual 

orientation, and the African 
Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights hasn’t been 
consistent on the issue. The 
commission affirmed that 
Article 2 included all people 
and gave observer status to the 
Coalition of African Lesbians. 
But it later rejected applica-
tions based on the organisa-
tions’ sexual and gender 
identity. Other AU organs have 
interpreted Article 2 to exclude 
LGBTQIA+ people, and several 
member states seem to agree.

 The primary human rights 
watchdog in Africa recently 
made a decision that departed 
from its existing practice. 
The African Commission of 
Human and Peoples’ Rights, 
an independent expert body 
within the African Union (AU) 
framework, used sexual or 

gender identity as the reason 
it rejected applications for 
observer status from three 
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs). 

The commission said that 
“sexual orientation” was not an 
“expressly recognised right” in 
the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights. It also said 
that protecting and promot-
ing sexual and gender minor-
ity rights was “contrary to the 
virtues of African values”. The 
difficulties of Africa’s most 
important body to deal with 
this issue, reflect the situation 
of a continent where homo-
sexuality or other types of 
sexuality are punishable by 
law. The following is a list of 
the 55 states and their legisla-
tion on the issue of different 
sexual orientations.

Types of penalties:
Death penalty
Life in prison
Prison sentence (length varies from 1 year to 15 years in Ethiopia)
No penalty/decriminalized

Countries with no penalties:
Angola   No penalty/decriminalised (in 2021)
Benin   No penalty/decriminalised
Botswana  No penalty/decriminalised
Burkina Faso  No penalty/decriminalised
Cabo Verde  No penalty/decriminalised
Central African Republic No penalty/decriminalised
Congo, Democratic Republic of the No penalty/decriminalised
Congo, Republic of the   No penalty/decriminalised
Cote d’Ivoire  No penalty/decriminalised
Djibouti   No penalty/decriminalised
Equatorial Guinea  No penalty/decriminalised
Gabon   No penalty/decriminalised (in 2020)
Guinea-Bissau  No penalty/decriminalised
Lesotho   No penalty/decriminalised
Madagascar  No penalty/decriminalised
Mali   No penalty/decriminalised
Mauritius  No penalty/decriminalised
Mozambique  No penalty/decriminalised
Rwanda   No penalty/decriminalised
Sao Tome and Principe No penalty/decriminalised
Seychelles  No penalty/decriminalised
South Africa  No penalty/decriminalised
Sahrawi Arab Democractic Republic (Western Sahara) (recognised by the African Union and 
some United Nations members)  No penalty/decriminalised

Algeria   Prison sentence
Burundi   Prison sentence
Cameroon  Prison sentence
Chad   Prison sentence
Comoros   Prison sentence
Egypt   Prison sentence
Eritrea   Prison sentence
Eswatini   Prison sentence
Ethiopia   Prison sentence
Gambia   Life in prison
Ghana   Prison sentence
Guinea   Prison sentence
Kenya   Prison sentence
Liberia   Prison sentence
Libya   Prison sentence
Malawi   Prison sentence

Mauritania  Death penalty
Morocco   Prison sentence
Namibia   Prison sentence
Niger   Prison sentence
Nigeria   Death penalty
Senegal   Prison sentence
Sierra Leone  Life in prison
Somalia   Death penalty
South Sudan  Prison sentence
Sudan   Death penalty
Tanzania   Life in prison
50 Togo   Prison sentence
Tunisia   Prison sentence
Uganda   Death penalty
Zambia   Life in prison
Zimbabwe  Prison sentence

thesis” of the positions of the 
various national and inter-ter-
ritorial Episcopal Conferences 
on the continent, in which he 
writes that the blessings to 
homosexual couples proposed 
by Fiducia supplicans cannot 
be implemented in Africa 
“without exposing themselves 
to scandal”. The text, however, 
is careful to reiterate that each 
bishop will be free to choose 
how to act in his own diocese 
and, above all, that in all 
their different messages, “the 
Episcopal Conferences of the 
Church Family of God in Africa 
begin by reaffirming their 
unwavering attachment to the 
Successor of Peter, their com-
munion with Him and their 
fidelity to the Gospel”,

Some days before, the 
same dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith is also 
running for cover. Urged on 
by harsh stances by episco-
pates from halfway around 
the world, not only from 
Africa, it published a clari-
fication text on 4 January, 
stressing that the blessings 
envisaged by the “Fiducia 
Supplicans” differ from 

liturgical blessings in that 
they are “blessings of a few 
seconds, without Ritual and 
without a Blessing”.

African laws
It is certainly difficult 
to imagine an imminent 
change in the African 
Church with regard to 
people who are homosexual 
or have orientations other 
than heterosexuality. 
The African continent, 
in fact, is by far the most 
homolesbobitransphobic 
continent on the planet. In 
most of Africa – 33 out of 55 
countries – homosexuality 
is a crime punishable by 
imprisonment. Last year 
alone, six states (Kenya, 
Ghana, Namibia, Niger, 
Tanzania and Uganda) have 
taken steps to even tighten 
their anti-homosexuality 
laws, and others could 
follow suit. The range 
goes from legality without 
recognition of status (a 
block of Central Africa 
including Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Central 
African Republic, Gabon etc., 

New Cardinals Jean-Claude Hollerich of Luxembourg, Fridolin Ambongo Besungu of 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Juan Garcia Rodriguez of Havana 
walk in procession with Pope Francis during a consistory in St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
Vatican October 5, 2019.

or western including Mali, 
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, 
etc.), to a prison sentence 
but without enforcement 
(South Sudan, Namibia), to 
actual imprisonment (all 
of North Africa, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Nigeria and various 
others) to the death penalty 
not enforced (Mauritania 
and various states of 
Nigeria), even going as 
far as the actual death 
penalty in the Nigerian 
state of Bauchi or in the 
areas under the control 
of al Shabab in Somalia. 
Sealing a very bad trend, 
comes the news in late 
2023 of Burundi President 
Evariste Ndayishimiye’s 
shock proposal to introduce 
stoning against gays. 

People are certainly less 
homophobic than their 
rulers who maintain or 
propose medieval meas-
ures. Paradoxically, the 
Church, with its roots in 
the continent, among thou-
sands of controversies and 
disagrerements, is opening 
a debate that, maybe, can 
trigger change.

Red: Prison sentence
Green: No penalty/decriminalized
Orange: Life in prison
Black: Death penalty

Countries with penalties:
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John XXIII, a letter and 
concern for Pope Francis
Penelope Middelboe

I fear for Pope Francis’s 
health. I wrote him a 
personal letter posted 
on 7 December, but 

it hasn’t left the UK yet 
according to the tracking 
number. I fear for his 
health because the last 
time I wrote personally to 
a pope was in May 1963 
when I was six years old. 
The pope died before 
receiving my letter. 

Pope John XXIII – 
affectionately known 
these days as ‘il papa 
buono’ - was dying.  My 
class teacher at Brentwood 
Ursuline Convent School, 
who was a nun, had asked 
everyone in the class to 
write to him. 

I remember the 
excitement and 
responsibility of writing 
to a pope. We had to do it 
there and then. I expect 
every class in the convent 
was being asked the same 
thing. The nuns were 
very upset he was dying. 
Perhaps they had been 
inspired by Vatican II. 
Anyway there was a great 
sense of urgency. A miracle 
was expected. Letters were 
to go to the Post Office that 
afternoon. 

Introduction
I didn’t make my First 
Communion for another 
year after that, but my 
mother must have already 
given me some sort of 
introduction to Christianity 
and Jesus because I 
understood what a pope 
was. 

My maternal 
grandmother was a 
Catholic convert. She’d 
gone to Oxford as a 
blue-stocking telling her 
Anglican parents she 
would either become a 
Communist or a Catholic. 
Her father had said that 
if she became either he 
would disown her. She 
never spoke about her 
conversion and he astutely 
never asked. 

I had been born in 

Kenya, and our family had 
only recently arrived in 
England. Had I ever even 
written a letter before, I 
wonder? However I clearly 
knew that in a letter you 
were meant to write more 
than just one line. You 
were meant to give a little 
of yourself. And in this 
case, the life of the most 
important person we knew 
of was at stake.

❛❛ I had written 
telling him that I 
was praying for 
him to die very 
soon to be with 
Jesus. I was very 
happy for him”

Our letters were 
collected. There was a 
hushed silence as our 
letters were read by 
the nun and placed in a 
large envelope. Half-way 
through she stopped, 
looked at me and called 
me over. I wish I could 
remember her exact words 
but basically she told me 
to do it all over again. 
And quickly. The bell was 
about to go and I was now 
holding up the important 
posting. This time, she 
emphasised, I was to leave 
the theology out of it. Of 
course she didn’t use that 
word. 

I was confused. And 
upset. I don’t remember 
being particularly 
embarrassed, perhaps 
because I was new to the 
school and new to the 
country and used to feeling 
an outsider. I believed I 
had written a good letter. 
Pope John XXIII was old 
– 81 was very old then 
although I doubt I knew 
his age – and so in my best 
handwriting, in pencil, I 
had written telling him 
that I was praying for him 
to die very soon to be with 
Jesus. I was very happy for 
him. I remember adding 
that because he didn’t have 
children he didn’t have to 

worry about leaving them 
without a Daddy.  I said 
something about hoping he 
wasn’t in pain. 

But if this was 
unacceptable to my class 
teacher, what, I asked her, 
could I possibly write? I 
was deeply sincere but 
perhaps she was too busy 
to see that, because her 
reply was very off-hand. 
‘It’s very simple, Penelope. 
You should do what 
everyone else in the class 
has done…’ I listened, 
curious to know what 
they’d all done, and I had 
so clearly not…  ‘and write 
to say that you are praying 
that he will get better.’ 

I was appalled. I didn’t 
want him to get better. I 
wanted him with Jesus. 
He was old and ill. But 
my letter was now in the 
bin and I realised I would 
have to do what she said. 
I remember verbatim 
my reply.  ‘What else 
can I write? I can’t just 
write I pray for you to get 
better.’ And her impatient 
response, ‘tell him you’re 
a good girl and…’ she 
floundered around for an 
and, ‘… and you help your 
Mummy with the washing 
up’. Then she sent me back 
to my desk.

Well I didn’t. I didn’t 
help my Mummy with the 
washing-up. I never had 
done. We’d lived in Kenya 
where the dishes were 
washed up by the cook 
in the stand-to kitchen 
to the side of our modest 
house. And now we were 
in England and my father 
had only just found a 
job after 9 months, we 
were living four of us (my 
parents, brother and I - and 
a Siamese cat with a litter 
tray) in very sad little hotel 
where they served either 
tinned spaghetti on toast 
or beans on toast for most 
of our meals. So no, I’d 
never helped my Mummy 
with the washing-up.

Imposter
My hand wrote the letter 
my teacher wanted, and 
my imposter body put the 
letter on the teacher’s desk. 
She read it and just as the 
bell rang slipped it into 
the envelope. I remember 
feeling very sad. I felt 
I’d failed the Pope. I had 
wanted to comfort him and 
now I’d written praying 
that his torment would 
continue. To make matters 
worse I had garnished 
it with a lie about being 
good and helping Mummy. 

Penelope is the author of 
two history books, We Shall 
Never Surrender (Macmil-
lan 2011) and Edith Olivier 
from her journals: 1924-48
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson 
1989). She was Script and 
Series Editor on animated 
films aimed at making cul-
tural heritage accessible for 
HBO, BBC and S4C/Channel 
4. She co-produces a podcast 
HistoryCafe.org with 100+ 
episodes to date.

i

Everything in me rebelled 
at the hypocrisy I had been 
forced into. I didn’t want 
the Pope to read my cruel 
letter.  I came home and 
exploded at my Mother. 
Why didn’t my teacher 
understand about Heaven? 
I remember realising then 
that I would have to keep 
on doing my own thinking 
about these important 
things. 

❛❛My real 
prayers had been 
listened to. Pope 
John XXIII was 
with Jesus. He 
might even know 
the truth about my 
letter and forgive 
my white lie”

A few weeks later in 
assembly the headmistress, 
also a nun, read out a letter 
from the Pope’s office 
thanking us for our very 
kind letters. She paused 
for us to comprehend the 
significance of hearing from 
the Vatican. It was in fact a 
very dull and stuffy letter 
written by some secretary. 
Then she continued. Sadly 
Pope John XXIII had died 
before our kind letters 
reached him. Gasps of 
disappointment ran around 
the hall. 

That afternoon I jumped 
off the school bus into my 
Mother’s arms to deliver the 
good news. My real prayers 
had been listened to. Pope 
John XXIII was with Jesus. 
He might even know the 
truth about my letter and 
forgive my white lie. 

My prayers today for 
Pope Francis couldn’t be 
more different. I pray that 
he has the strength to 
continue his revolution 
here on earth a while 
longer.  And only now do 
I understand the nun who 
couldn’t bear the thought 
of losing the revolutionary 
John XXIII. 

❛❛ I remember feeling 
very sad. I felt I’d failed 
the Pope. I had wanted to 
comfort him and now I’d 
written praying that his 
torment would continue”
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Pope in new interview talks health, 
resignation, future travel plans

In a new interview, Pope Fran-
cis said he is in good health 
and denied any plans to resign, 
saying he has several foreign 

trips planned for this year, includ-
ing a summer stop in Polynesia and 
a potential return trip to Argentina.

Speaking of his health, Francis 
in the interview jested that “I’m 
still alive” despite several health 
challenges last year, including two 
hospital stays and a recent bout of 
bronchitis that forced him to can-
cel a planned trip to Dubai in early 
December for the COP28 United 
Nations climate summit.

Asked whether he was consider-
ing resignation, the Pope said, “it’s 
neither a thought nor a concern nor 
even a desire”.

“It’s a possibility open to all 
popes, but for the moment, it’s not 
at the centre of my thoughts, worries 
and feelings,” he said, adding, “as 
long as I have the ability to serve, I 
go forward; when I can’t take it any-
more, it will be time to think about 
it”.

Pope Francis spoke to Italian jour-
nalist Fabio Fazio on the popular tel-
evision program, Che Tempo Che Fa, 
which was broadcast Sunday night. 
It was his second appearance on the 
program since his election in 2013.

Variety
In the roughly 50-minute inter-
view, Francis touched on a variety 
of issues in addition to his health, 
including war, migration, future 
travel plans, and the recent con-
troversy over his decision to allow 
non-liturgical blessings for same-
sex couples.

He also spoke of international 
travel plans for 2024, announc-
ing that he intends to travel to 
Polynesia in August and that a 
potential return trip to Argen-
tina is being discussed for later 
in the fall. Francis in a previous 
interview said he will also visit 
Belgium this year.

On Argentina, a trip that would 
mark his first return visit since his 
election, he said, “I want to go, it’s 
been ten years. I would like to go”.

Elise Ann Allen

The Pope also touched on the 
recent controversy caused by the 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the 
Faith’s Declaration ‘Fiducia Sup-
plicans: On the Pastoral Meaning 
of Blessings’, published December 
18 and which authorises pastors 
to give spontaneous, non-liturgi-
cal blessings to couples in irregu-
lar situations, including divorced 
and remarried couples and those 
in same-sex unions.

❛❛People must see 
what path the Lord 
proposes to them, but 
we must take them by 
the hand and help them 
go down that path, not 
condemn them from 
the beginning”

After the declaration’s publi-
cation, there was an explosion of 
backlash from critics, who accused 
the Pope of heresy, while support-
ers hailed the move as a signifi-
cant step forward in the pastoral 
outreach to the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity.

Some bishops conferences 

welcomed the move, while oth-
ers, notably the entirety of Africa, 
have refused to give blessings to 
same-sex couples, as a pair or as 
individuals, citing cultural sensi-
tivities and the possibility of cre-
ating confusion.

In his interview, Pope Francis 
said that at times, “decisions are 
not accepted,” and that people 
don’t really understand what they 
are criticising.

Danger
“The danger, the thing I don’t like, 
is to arrive at ugly conclusions,” 
he said, referring to accusations 
of heresy, instead of “talking, 
expressing doubts, and carrying 
forward a fraternal discussion”.

He said this is what happened 
with Fiducia Supplicans, and 
insisted as he often has that “the 
Lord blesses everyone, everyone, 
everyone, those who come. Every 
person”.

“Then people must see what 
path the Lord proposes to them, 
but we must take them by the 
hand and help them go down that 
path, not condemn them from the 
beginning. This is the pastoral 
action of the Church,” he said.

Francis insisted on the need to 
be generous in forgiving, telling 
confessors in particular to “forgive 
everything,” and that “in 54 years 
as a priest, only once have I denied 
forgiveness, due to the hypocrisy 
of the person”.

If God punishes, he said, it is “to 
correct, out of love”.

He also spoke of his ongoing 
reform efforts, saying the most 
urgent reform of all is “the reform 
of hearts, for all Christians”.

Structures and institutions are 
changed, adapted and updated 

every few years at a mechani-
cal level so they can meet mod-
ern needs, “but hearts must be 
reformed every day. This is a daily 
task,” he said, saying, “We must 
renew our hearts all the time, 
every day”.

❛❛There are many 
children ‘who don’t 
smile,’ saying that ‘for 
a child to forget their 
smile is criminal, this 
makes war’”

Pope Francis also touched on the 
issue of war, specifically citing the 
ongoing wars in Gaza and in Ukraine, 
saying he is afraid of further escala-
tion of all global conflicts.

“How will it end? Like Noah’s 
Ark? This scares me, the capacity 
for self-destruction that humanity 
has today,” he said, and again con-
demned the global arms trade.

In reference to Ukraine, he 
lamented that there are many chil-
dren “who don’t smile,” saying that 
“for a child to forget their smile is 
criminal, this makes war”. He also 
pointed to the conflict between 
Israel and Palestine, saying the 
two people, “called to be brothers, 
destroy one another”.

On the issue of migration, he con-
demned the “cruelty” with which 
they are treated and noted that 
there is a “mafia that takes them and 
exploits them” along their journey.

He recalled a recent case in which 
traffickers had tortured a migrant 
and asked for a large sum of money 
in exchange for the person’s free-
dom, saying, “Thanks be to God 
we found a benefactor and he was 
freed”.

“Everyone has the right to remain 
home and to migrate,” he said, not-
ing that the countries of Cyprus, 
Greece, Malta, Italy and Spain bear 
the brunt of the migrant crisis, 
and pleaded with these nations to, 
“Please, don’t close borders”.

Pope Francis noted that some 
of these countries “don’t have chil-
dren, they need a workforce. Some 
of these countries have empty vil-
lages,” and advocated for a balanced 
European migration policy that is 
fair to all sides.

“We must take the issue of migra-
tion in hand, take out all of these 
mafias that exploit migrants and 
go forward in resolving problems 
both of the people in the country 
and of migration,” he said, saying, 
“To migrate is a right, and to stay in 
one’s homeland is also a right. Both 
must be respected”.

Prayer
Francis also explained his frequent 
appeals for prayer, saying he makes 
the request because “I am a sinner 
and I need God’s help to stay faith-
ful to the vocation he gave me”.

“Each person has their own 
vocation that they must carry for-
ward,” he said, saying that he as a 
bishop has “a very big responsibil-
ity toward the Church. I know my 
weaknesses and because of this I 
must ask for prayer, that everyone 
prays for me, so that I remain faith-
ful in the work of the Lord and that 
I don’t end up in the attitude of a 
mediocre pastor.”

A pastor must be with his people 
and know their needs, he said, and 
asked viewers again to pray for him, 
“that I always go forward, that I do 
not fail in my duty,” and jokingly 
added, “please, pray in favour, not 
against”!

Pope Francis listens to a question from Fabio Fazio in this screen grab of an interview on Che Tempo Che Fa, a television program on Italy’s Nove 
channel. Photo: CNS/Courtesy of Che Tempo Che Fa

❛❛We must take the issue of 
migration in hand, take out all of 
these mafias that exploit migrants 
and go forward in resolving 
problems both of the people in 
the country and of migration”
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World Report
Bishop Álvarez released and exiled 
after over 500 day detention
Bishop Rolando Álvarez of Mat-
agalpa has been released from 
prison and sent into exile along 
with 18 imprisoned churchmen 
as the Nicaraguan government 
expelled its most prominent 
critic, whose presence behind 
bars bore witness to the San-
dinista regime’s descent into 
totalitarianism, along with its 
unrelenting persecution of the 
Catholic Church.

Vatican News confirmed on 
January 14 at 10:41pm Rome 
time that with the exception 
of one priest who remained in 
Venezuela, all released priests, 
including Bishop Álvarez and 
Bishop Isidoro Mora of Siuna, 
have arrived in Rome “in the 
last few hours” and are “guests 
of the Holy See”.

Nicaraguan independent 
media 100% Noticias posted 
a photograph on X, formerly 
Twitter, of the two freed bish-
ops concelebrating Mass in 
Rome.

Independent Nicaraguan 
media reported January 14 
that the churchmen had 
departed Nicaragua on a flight 
for Rome after the government 
reached an agreement with 
the Vatican for their release 
and exile. Auxiliary Bishop 
Silvio José Báez of Managua – 
who left the country in 2019 
– also confirmed the news at 
his weekly Mass in Miami, and 
was visibly moved.

“This is the power of the 
people of God’s prayers,” he 
said. “The criminal Sandini-
sta dictatorship of (President) 
Daniel Ortega has not been 
able to defeat the power of 
God.”

The Nicaraguan govern-
ment acknowledged the 
churchmen’s release in a 
January 14 statement, which 
“deeply thanked” Pope Fran-
cis and Cardinal Pietro Paro-
lin, Vatican secretary of state, 
“for the very respectful and 
discreet coordination carried 
out to make possible the Vati-
can trip of two bishops, fifteen 
priests and two seminarians”.

The statement continued, 
“They have been received by 
Vatican authorities, in com-
pliance with agreements 
of good faith and good will, 
which seek to promote 
understanding and improve 
communication between the 
Holy See and Nicaragua, for 
peace and good”.

The statement struck an 
unusually respectful tone – 
far from the government’s 
frequent accusations of ter-
rorism and coup mongering 
against Church leaders, who 
attempted to unsuccessfully 
facilitate a national dialogue 
after mass protests erupted 
demanding Ortega’s ouster. 
The Nicaraguan government 
also severed relations with 
the Vatican and expelled the 
nuncio, Archbishop Walde-
mar Stanislaw Sommertag, 
in 2022. The Vatican subse-
quently closed its embassy in 
March 2023.

“We recognise the chance 
for direct, prudent and very 
serious dialogue, a responsible 
and careful dialogue,” the gov-

ernment statement said.
The release of 19 church-

men – including Bishop Mora 
and more than a dozen priests 
detained during a wave of 
detentions over the Christmas 
period – provoked reactions 
of joy among Nicaraguans in 
exile, along with statements 
of defiance.

“’Get up quickly.’ The 
chains fell from his wrists”, 
Bishop Báez said on X, for-
merly Twitter, quoting Acts 
12:7.

“With great joy, I thank 
God that my brother bish-
ops, priests, and seminarians 
are out of prison. Justice has 
triumphed. The power of the 
prayer of God’s people has 
been displayed.”

IN BRIEF

Pope Francis confirmed the 
election of the new head 
of the India-based Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church. 
Bishop Raphael Thattil 
of Shamshabad (67) was 
elected major archbishop 
of Ernakulam-Angamaly by 
the Syro-Malabar bishops’ 
synod January 9. Pope Fran-

cis confirmed the election 
the same day, the Vatican 
announced January 10. 

Archbishop Thattil suc-
ceeds Cardinal George 
Alencherry (78) who retired 
December 7. He had led 
the Syro-Malabar Church, 
the largest of the Eastern-
rite Catholic Churches in 

India, since 2011. 
In a letter to Archbishop 

Thattil, Pope Francis wrote, 
“I pray that, after the exam-
ple of your venerable prede-
cessors, you may strive to 
offer a generous and fruit-
ful pastoral ministry to 
the flock now entrusted to 
your care” and to remember 

the poor and those most in 
need. 

“May the Holy Spirit fos-
ter the unity, fidelity and 
mission of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church, so that it may 
grow and f lourish under 
your paternal guidance,” 
the Pope said in the letter 
released January 10.

Staff from Caritas Poland will remain in 
Yemen following US and UK-led strikes 
on Houthi rebels, mission head Rado-
slaw Sterna told OSV News. 

“These airstrikes have affected a dif-
ferent government from where I am; 
therefore, we are quite safe here as for 
now.” 

On January 11, the US and the UK 
launched air and sea military strikes on 
16 Houthi positions in the Arabian pen-
insula nation, which has been racked by 
civil war since 2014, resulting in what 

the UN has called the “largest humani-
tarian crisis in the world”. 

In a statement that day, President 
Joe Biden said he had ordered the 
strikes – conducted by a coalition 
of forces and support from the UK, 
Australia, Bahrain, Canada and the 
Netherlands – “in direct response to 
unprecedented Houthi attacks against 
international maritime vessels in the 
Red Sea”. 

The waterway, connected to the 
Mediterranean Sea by the Suez Canal, 

is a vital artery for international ship-
ping, transited by some 10% of global 
trade and 40% of Asia-Europe trade. 

Mr Sterna, based in the south of 
Yemen, told OSV News the strikes were 
taking place in the country’s north. 
For the millions of Yemenis in need 
of humanitarian aid, Caritas Poland’s 
commitment to remain brings hope. 
“So far it is stable here in the south”, 
he said. “Whether it will change – I do 
not know.”

Catholic aid agency’s staff remain in Yemen amid coalition strikes

Pope confirms election of new head of Syro-Malabar Church

l For 2,000 years, since 
Jesus descended into the 
waters of the Jordan River 
to be baptised by John 
the Baptist, the river has 
been a pilgrimage site for 
Christians from around the 
world. And on the banks 
of that river, for the past 
24 years, on the second 
Friday of January, the 
Catholic community in the 
region has undertaken 

a pilgrimage, gathering 
around its patriarch, to 
celebrate the Baptism of 
Jesus.

This past Friday, 
January 12, thousands of 
the Faithful gathered once 
more for the feast day. 

The pilgrimage has 
become one of the main 
events for the Jordanian 
Church, with St John the 
Baptist as its patron.

l Norway’s only male contemplative community of the 
Cistercian Trappist order consecrated its new church in 
December, inaugurating a brand-new monastery in the 
Trondheim Fjord, an inlet of the Norwegian Sea. 

The four monks currently living there are dedicated to 
silent prayer and welcoming pilgrims in the heart of this 
northern desert.

The Cistercians of the Strict Observance, who came 
from the Abbey of Citeaux in France — where St Bernard 
of Clairvaux lived — settled in Munkeby, near the 
Norwegian coast, in 2009. The monks chose this relatively 
desolate central Norwegian region because it is home 
to 12th Century Cistercian ruins that bear witness to a 
Christian history with deep, ancient roots.

l Pope Francis this week called for cooperation between 
Christians and Marxists as a way to achieve greater 
“dialogue” and help in the search for the “common good”. 

“I thank you for your commitment to dialogue,” the 
Pope said in a private meeting on January 10 with 15 
representatives of DIALOP (Transversal Dialogue Project), 
an association of European leftist politicians and academics 
that seeks to bridge Catholic social teaching and Marxist 
theory.

“There is always a great need for dialogue, so do not 
be afraid,” the Pope said during the event at the Paul VI 
Audience Hall.

Highlighting the nexus between social, economic, and 
ecological issues, the Pope said that “politics that is truly 
at the service of humanity cannot let itself be dictated to by 
finance and market mechanisms”.

lCardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican’s secretary of state, 
has commented on the divided reaction to the Fiducia 
Supplicans document amid a great backlash from episcopal 
conferences.

“This document has aroused very strong reactions; this means 
that a very delicate, very sensitive point has been touched; it 
will take further investigation,” Cardinal Parolin said January 12, 
during a conference held at the Accademia dei Lincei in Rome. 

The cardinal went on to say that “if these ferments serve to 
walk according to the Gospel to give answers to today, these 
ferments are also welcome,” while reiterating that “the Church is 
open and attentive to the signs of the times but must be faithful to 
the Gospel”. 

When asked in a follow-up question by an Italian journalist 
if the document was a mistake, the Vatican’s top diplomat 
responded curtly: “I do not enter into these considerations; the 
reactions tell us that it has touched a very sensitive point.”

Thousands gather at River 
Jordan to mark Jesus’ 
Baptism

Norway monks consecrate new 
church among ancient ruins

Pope Francis calls for greater 
‘cooperation’ between 
Christians and Marxists

Cardinal Parolin: Fiducia 
Supplicans has ‘touched a 
very sensitive point’

Nicaraguan Bishop Rolando Álvarez of Matagalpa walks outside a Catholic church in 
Managua in this 2022 file photo. After more than 500 days’ detention, the Ortega regime 
released the prelate, who has been the Nicaraguan government’s most prominent 
critic, from prison January 14, 2023, and sent into exile along with 18 other imprisoned 
churchmen. Photo: OSV News/Maynor Valenzuela, Reuters
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Argentine president invites Pope 
to visit ‘beloved homeland’
● Argentine President Javier Milei has invited Pope Francis 
to visit their “beloved homeland” and he will also come to 
the Vatican in February. 

“I believe that your trip will bring fruits of pacifi cation 
and the fraternity of all Argentines, eager to overcome our 
divisions and confl icts,” he said in a letter sent to the Pope. 

“Your presence and your message will contribute to the 
long-desired unity of all our compatriots and will provide 
us with the collective strength necessary to preserve our 
peace and work for the prosperity and enhancement of our 
beloved Argentine Republic,” he wrote. 

The letter, addressed to “Holy Father,” was dated 
January 8, and was released January 11 by the president’s 
offi ce on X, formerly known as Twitter, using the offi cial 
account @OPRArgentina. 

The next day, the Argentine daily newspaper La Nación
reported that Mr Milei would be coming to the Vatican to 
attend the canonisation ceremony of Blessed María Antonia 
de San José February 11. She will be the fi rst female of 
Argentina to be canonised.

Doctrine chief says his book on 
sexuality not something he’d 
write today
● The Vatican’s doctrine chief said the sometimes-graphic book 
on sexuality and spirituality that he published 25 years ago is “a 
book of my youth that I certainly would not write now”. 

In comments to Church news websites Crux and 
InfoVaticana January 8, Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández 
addressed controversy surrounding his 1998 book, La pasión 
mística: espiritualidad y sensualidad (Mystical Passion: 
Spirituality and Sensuality). 

The 90-page book, circulated among journalists and posted 
online in early January, contained a chapter detailing the 
differences between male and female orgasms – and how one 
can fi nd God’s love in either – while another chapter was titled 
“God in the partner’s orgasm”. 

The cardinal wrote that if mystics can obtain sensual 
experiences of the presence of God, then “he can also make 
himself present when two human beings love each other and 
reach orgasm; and that orgasm, lived in the presence of God, 
can also be a sublime act of worship of God”. 

Cardinal Fernández told the two websites that he wrote the 
book after speaking with young couples “who wanted to better 
understand the spiritual meaning of their relationships,” but after 
the book was released, he feared it “could be misinterpreted”.

Vatican Vatican 
rounduproundup

● The nearly 400-year-old 
sculpted canopy towering 
over the main altar of St 
Peter’s Basilica will be 
surrounded by scaffolding for 
most of 2024 as it is washed, 
repaired and restored. 
Standing over 30 feet tall, 
the baldachin, designed 
by Baroque master Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini, has stood 
over the tomb of St Peter 
since 1634. And for all that 
time it has gathered dust, 
cracks and rust despite 
regular cleanings. 

As a result, “we can’t 
not intervene” to restore 
the structure, said Alberto 
Capitanucci, the head 
engineer of the Fabbrica 
di San Pietro – the offi ce 
responsible for upkeep of the 
basilica. 

Speaking at 

a news conference 
announcing the Vatican’s 
restoration plans January 
11, Mr Capitanucci said 
the procedure will follow 
that of the baldachin’s last 
recorded restoration in 1758, 
only using an independent 
scaffolding structure that was 
not previously possible to 
build. 

The restoration process 
will begin after February 
12 and the scaffolding, 
which will allow for direct 
restoration work, will 
be installed around the 
baldachin before Holy 
Week, Mr Capitanucci said. 

The entire restoration 
process is expected to last 
about 10 months and papal 
liturgical ceremonies will 
continue to take place at 
the altar.

Canopy over main altar of St 
Peter’s Basilica to undergo 
restoration

Ecuador bishops plea for 
unity amid wave of violence
Amid an unprecedented wave 
of violence in Ecuador, the 
South American country’s 
bishops’ conference issued 
a statement asking the 
people to unite against 
the disturbance caused 
by criminal gangs, whose 
operations were defined as 
acts of “treason against the 
nation”.

The incidents began after 
José Adolfo Macías Villamar, 
the leader of the criminal 
gang Los Choneros escaped 
from prison in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador’s major economic 
hub. Riots erupted in several 
penal facilities and another 

drug lord escaped as well.
Since then, terrorist acts 

have been propagating 
in Quito and other cities, 
including car explosions and 
kidnappings. On January 
9, a number of armed men 
invaded a TV station and took 
control of it for hours during 
a live transmission until the 
police managed to get into 
the building and arrest the 
criminals.

In a continued wave 
of violence, schools and 
stores sat shuttered, many 
people stayed home and 
soldiers roamed the streets 
of Ecuador’s largest cities 

January 10.
President Daniel Noboa 

declared a state of emergency 
and deployed troops to the 
streets of Quito. A curfew has 
also been in place.

“Organised crime has 
been seeding in our daily 
lives chaos and despair,” the 
bishops’ message read.

The bishops declared that 
Ecuadorians should stay 
united against violence and 
work to make their country 
a place “of peace, work, and 
fraternity again”.

The letter also asked the 
citizens to avoid panic and 
not to “believe in any scare-

monger image shared on 
social media”.

“Every activity against the 
law, in any stance of society 
and of the State, must be 
considered an act of treason 
against the nation, against 
the most sacred values of 
our Ecuadorian identity, and 
against God, who will be the 
Judge of our lives,” it went on.

The document concluded 
by saying that Ecuador is a 
country of faith and that its 
people trust that God will 
restore the stability of the 
State, and that “peace will 
return as soon as possible”.

Scottish govt proposes sexuality ‘conversion practices’ ban
The Scottish government released a doc-
ument proposing the criminalisation of 
“conversion practices,” which it defined 
broadly as “acts which are intended to 
change or suppress a person’s sexual ori-
entation or gender identity.”

The Equality, Inclusion, and Human 
Rights Directorate’s 86-page consulta-
tion paper, released on January 9, con-
tains detailed proposals for “conversion 
therapy” legislation in Scotland.  

The directorate, a department of the 
Scottish government that focuses on 
public policy development, is requesting 
public discussion on the matter through 

an online consultation where citizens 
may submit their opinions until April.

Titled ‘Ending Conversion Practices in 
Scotland: Consultation’, the paper pro-
motes criminalising “conversion prac-
tices,” which include acts with “intent” 
to change the person’s gender identity 
or sexuality.

“Conversion practices are harmful 
to individuals subjected to them,” the 
consultation paper states. “They are 
promoted within an ideology that views 
LGBTQI+ identities as wrong and believes 
that they can be changed. Their existence 
contributes to this way of thinking even 

further.”
The directorate claimed these “con-

version practices” range from “con-
trolling” someone’s appearance to 
“restricting where a person goes and 
who they see”. Prescribing sexual sup-
pressants intended to suppress a per-
son’s sexuality or “gender identity” 
would also fall under this category, the 
document said.

Conversion practices also included 
“therapy or counselling that requires 
a person not to act on their same-sex 
attraction, including through celibacy”. 

Popular piety in the Philippines

Pilgrims join the annual procession of the Black Nazarene during its feast day in Manila, Philippines, January 9. The 
wooden statue, carved in Mexico and brought to the Philippine capital early in the 17th Century, is cherished by Catholics, 
who believe that touching it can lead to a miracle. Photo: OSV News/Lisa Marie David, Reuters
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LetterfromPoland

Jason Osborne

P olarisation in Poland has 
reached new heights as 
it enters the new year, 
following the election of 

a left-leaning government more in 
line with those “European values” 
we frequently hear about from 
the continent’s top bureaucrats 
than the nation’s previous right-
wing PiS (Law and Justice) 
administration.

At the top of  the new 
government’s agenda, headed by 
returning Prime Minister Donald 
Tusk, are a series of reforms that 
have proven controversial among 
Poland’s conservatives but also 
more broadly. Plans to introduce 
abortion, same-sex civil unions, 
to limit religion classes in public 
schools and to abolish the state 
‘Church Fund’ immediately raised 
red-flags with Poland’s religious 
and political right, but a heavy-
handed takeover of state media 
brought internal and international 
scrutiny from both sides of the 
political spectrum to bear.

Complicated
The situation is complicated by the 
fact that there seems to be little 
to no common ground between 
Poland’s warring political factions 
over the judicial system. The new 
administration is setting about 
undoing what it says were eight 
years of repeated “rule-of-law” 
violations under PiS, by which it 
means the perceived moulding of 
the judicial system into a shape 
and constitution favourable to the 
former ruling party.

However, the new government’s 
attempts to introduce its policies 
are seen by PiS and its supporters 
as a re-writing of the judicial 
system in the opposite direction – 
one unfavourable to them. Just on 
Monday, prosecutors appointed 
by the previous PiS government 
protested the decision by the 
new government to remove and 
replace the national prosecutor, 
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which is the second most senior 
position in the prosecutorial 
system. The move, they say, was 
carried out illegally.

❛❛This is the torn, 
angry setting that 
a Church falling in 
popularity and prestige 
has to speak to in 
Poland”

This isn’t to mention the 
debacle over the jailing of two 
former PiS government ministers, 
which PiS’s supporters say is 
politically motivated, but which 
is being carried out following a 
conviction for abuse of power. The 
President – and PiS man – Andrzej 
Duda has announced that he will 
begin new pardon proceedings for 
the two men – Mariusz Kamiński 
and Maciej Wąsik – after meeting 

with their wives, both of whom 
were obviously concerned by the 
two prisoners’ decision to go on 
hunger strike in protest at being 
“political prisoners”.

This is the torn, angry setting 
that a Church falling in popularity 
and prestige has to speak to in 
Poland. Just before Christmas, the 
President of the Polish Bishops’ 
Conference, Stanislaw Gadecki 
issued an appeal for “national 
reconciliation”. He was keen to 
convey that a “common concern 
for the fate of the homeland” 
should outweigh any of the many 
things threatening to divide Poles.

Concern
“It is with great concern that I look 
at the recent events in and around 
our Homeland. We are living today 
in very difficult circumstances. The 
war in the East and, in the West, 
the attempt of the European Union 
to become a single state make 

Turbulent times for Church and 
state as Poland’s Tusk takes charge

national reconciliation particularly 
important. We can only meet these 
challenges if our common concern 
for the fate of our Homeland 
becomes more important to us 
than anything that divides us,” 
Archbishop Gadecki said.

❛❛This is the 
principle of the ‘rule of 
law’, in which the law 
is sovereign, and not 
the arbitrary will of 
individuals”

“In particular, this requires 
a return to the principle of a 
democratic state of law enshrined 
in the Polish Constitution…Since 
people have a tendency to abuse 
power, in a democratic state under 
the rule of law, the separation of 
powers and their balancing is 
necessary. The idea is that one 
political party or coalition should 
not exercise full power in the 
state – as happens in a totalitarian 
regime – but that cer tain 
institutions of power should be in 
the custody of opposition forces 
or be independent of any political 
parties at all. 

“On the formal side, this means 
that those in power are not above 

the law, but subject to the law. 
‘This is the principle of the ‘rule of 
law’, in which the law is sovereign, 
and not the arbitrary will of 
individuals’,” he said.

Responsibility
He appealed to Polish citizens, 
“with a sense of responsibility 
before God and their own 
conscience” to grow open to the 
possibility of reconciliation with 
one another, and encouraged them 
to seek out the opportunity to 
resolve the “conflicts plaguing our 
political life” without resorting to 
the use of force.

“As a nation, we have a beautiful 
history of over a thousand years, 
of which the legacy of Solidarność 
[‘Solidarity’] is an important page. 
‘Solidarity – it means: one and 
the other…So never: one against 
the other…Struggle cannot be 
stronger than solidarity,’ said St 
John Paul II in Gdansk. Thanks to 
solidarity understood in this way, 
we were able to change the course 
of European history. But in our 
history we also have the painful 
page of the loss of independence. 
We must not repeat this mistake,” 
the archbishop concluded.

Whether or not this rallying cry 
will be heard remains to be seen, 
but the prospects are dim as the 
political turmoil flails on.

Police stand outside the Polish public television TVP building as protesters and Law and Justice politicians gather after Poland’s new government 
took a public news channel off the air and dismissed executives from state media to restore “impartiality,” the culture ministry said, in Warsaw, 
Poland, December 20, 2023. Photos: OSV News/Kacper Pempel, Reuters

❛❛We can only meet these challenges if 
our common concern for the fate of our 
Homeland becomes more important to 
us than anything that divides us”
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Freely discussing the use of fatal poisons
Letter of the week

Letters Post to: Letters to the Editor, The Irish Catholic, 
Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, 

Dublin 18, D18 K277 or email: letters@irishcatholic.ie 

Dear Editor, Esther Ranzen has been 
pressing for the UK to embrace so-
called ‘assisted dying’. The former 
BBC journalist might wish to consider 
neonatal medicine advances and Eng-
lish abortion practice. Consider two 
unborn children at just under 24 weeks 
into pregnancy. One is for ‘resuscitation’ 

in a London hospital but ‘termination’ 
awaits the other. Remember, too, how 
there are an escalating number of self-
harm consultations in UK hospitals. 
Complex risk assessments can take 
1-2 hours and client numbers seen on 
a single psychiatrist’s on-call shift can 
be high.

‘Assisted dying’ could leave us with 
one set of doctors at a London hospital 
imploring clients to-”choose life”, 
while another group freely discussing 
the use of fatal poisons.

Yours etc.,
James Hardy  

Belfast, Co. Antrim

All letters should include 
the writer’s full name, postal 
address and telephone 
numbers (day and evening). 
Letter writers may receive a 
subsequent telephone call 
from The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication 
process which does not 
amount to a commitment to 
publish.

We regret that we 
cannot give prior notice of 
a letter’s publication date, 
acknowledge unpublished 
letters or discuss the 

merits of letters. We do not 
publish pseudonyms or 
other formulae to conceal 
the writer’s identity, such 
as “name and address 
with editor”. We do not 
print letters addressed 
to someone else, open 
letters, or verse. Letters to 
the Editor should only be 
sent to The Irish Catholic, 
and not other publications. 
Letters should not exceed 
300 words and may be 
shortened for space 
requirements.

Letters to the EditorHoly Spirit guiding towards 
serious discussions

Dear Editor,  There is a veri-
table cacophony of commen-
taries on the recent Vatican 
declaration ‘Fiducia Suppli-
cans’ regarding blessings for 
those in irregular unions. Yet 
one commentator stands head 
and shoulders above all the 
rest, even on a world scale; he 
is Cardinal Gerhard Muller who 
served as Pope Benedict XVI’s 
doctrinal chief.

His ‘Pillar’ essay is entitled 
‘The Only Blessing of Mother 
Church is the Truth That Will 
Set Us Free’ and is worth read-

ing in its entirety. A clear point 
arising from the essay is the 
importance of strict compli-
ance with the conditions 
attached to such blessings, 
something that progressives 
are keen to overlook or even 
deny. Without a proper under-
standing of Fiducia Supplicans’ 
terms and conditions the “only 
effect [of such proposed bless-
ings] would be to confuse the 
people who receive it or who 
attend it. They would think 
that God has blessed what He 
cannot bless. This ‘pastoral’ 

blessing would be neither pas-
toral nor a blessing”. This is the 
nature of scandal.

One must respect the 
boundaries of what can be 
blessed: “According to the 
Catholic faith, the Pope and 
the bishops can set certain 
pastoral accents and creatively 
relate the truth of Revelation 
to the new challenges of each 
age, as for example in the field 
of social doctrine or of bioeth-
ics, while respecting the funda-
mental principles of Christian 
anthropology. But these inno-

vations cannot go beyond what 
was revealed to them once and 
for all by the Apostles as the 
Word of God (Dei Verbum 8).”

Cardinal Muller’s essay title 
says it all: “The Only Blessing 
of Mother Church is the Truth 
That Will Set Us Free”. This 
truth is that licit sexual acts are 
strictly limited to a validly mar-
ried man and woman who are 
open to life/procreation.

Yours etc.
Andy McMahon 

Miltown Malbay, Co. 
Clare.

Respect the boundaries of what can be blessed

Dear Editor, Indeed, Brendan O’Regan 
need not worry that he appears to be 
“complaining too much” about bias in 
the media [The Irish Catholic – January 4, 
2024]. In fact, as far as I am concerned he 
could never manage to complain enough. 
I’m tired asking for balanced and unbi-
ased debates on important matters, but 
to no avail. His article was aptly accom-
panied by a picture of a debate between 
then Minister for Health, Simon Harris, 
and Peadar Tóibín of Aontú. An inter-
esting aside to this is that RTÉ refused 
to allow Maria Steen to take part in that 
debate and it was very fortunate that 
Peadar Tóibín stepped into the breach. It 
seems the station rightly assumed that 
she would have been more than able for 
the minister. This is not to detract from 
Peadar’s impressive performance but to 
confirm RTÉ’s effort to curtail debate. 

Yours etc.,
Mary Stewart

Ardeskin, Donegal Town

Ireland gave a warm wel-
come to China’s second-
in-command this week, 
Premier Li-Qiang, in 

what was the first visit of a 
high-ranking Chinese official 
since Mr Li’s predecessor, Li-
Keqiang’s 2015 visit. It isn’t 
a stretch to say that on this 
occasion, the red-carpet was 
rolled out ahead of Mr Li’s 
visit, with Taoiseach Leo Var-
adkar saying that he looked 
forward to extending “a warm 
welcome” to Premier Li.

“It comes in a year in which 
we will mark 45 years of dip-
lomatic relations between our 
two countries. China is one 
of the world’s great powers 
politically and economically 
and I am glad that Premier Li 
has decided to include Ireland 
in his itinerary,” Mr Varadkar 
said ahead of Mr Li’s arrival.

He added: “China is an 
important economic partner, 
a permanent member of the 
UN Security Council, and has 
a huge role to play in over-
coming the shared challenges 
the world faces, including 
working for peace and secu-
rity in the world and ensuring 
we stop climate change.”

All of that is undoubtably 
true, and represents good 
reason to take relations 
with China seriously. Cou-
pled with the above is the 
fact that China is Ireland’s 
fourth-largest trade partner 
and that since Chinese Presi-
dent (then vice-president) Xi 
Jinping’s 2012 visit bilateral 
trade has significantly grown 
in Ireland’s favour from €3.7 
billion in 2014 to a record 
€25.3 billion in 2022.

But should good relations 
for trade come at the expense 
of serious advocacy for reli-
gious freedom? Since the last 
significant Chinese visit to Ire-
land, international scrutiny has 
come down like a hammer on 
China’s treatment of religious 
and ethnic minorities – par-
ticularly, but not exclusively, 
its Muslim population.

The United States Commis-
sion on International Religious 
Freedom describes religious 
freedom conditions in China 
as continuing to “deteriorate,” 
with the Chinese government 
making use of “facial recogni-
tion and artificial intelligence” 
to create a “high-tech surveil-
lance state”.

To what end? “To moni-
tor and harass Christians, 
Tibetan Buddhists, Falon 
Gong and other religions.”

“Independent experts 

estimate that between 
900,000 and 1.8 million 
Uighur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, and 
other Muslims have been 
detained in more than 1,300 
concentration camps in 
Xinjiang,” a vast expanse of 
western China.

As reported by The Irish 
Catholic newspaper this 
week, when asked whether 
the Taoiseach would address 
these abuses of religious 
freedom – taken very seri-
ously by the US and UK, 
among others – the depart-
ment responded nebulously 
that the Taoiseach would 
“raise human rights during 
his engagement with Pre-
mier Li this week”.

If the reports of recent 
years have any accuracy 
to them whatsoever, mass 
internment, surveillance, 
torture and an ongoing, 
heavy-handed policy of ‘Sini-
cization’ (compelling religious 
groups, particularly ‘foreign’ 
religions, to align their doc-
trines, customs and morality 
with Chinese culture) are the 
daily reality for a not-insignif-
icant number of adherents to 
minority religions in China.

Crosses have been 
removed from churches, 
mosque domes and minarets 
destroyed, priests, pastors 
and imams asked to focus 
on religious teachings that 
reflect the Chinese commu-
nist government’s socialist 
values. Reports have even 
surfaced of government plans 
to issue newly annotated holy 
texts to help religious teach-
ings align with “Chinese cul-
ture in the new era”.

A wealth of religious free-
dom abuses have been well-
documented at this stage, 
enough that the US State 
Department felt it could accu-
rately describe the aforemen-
tioned conditions in Xinjiang 
as “genocide”. If Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar didn’t take the 
opportunity to raise these spe-
cific concerns with Mr Li this 
week, Ireland cannot pretend 
to champion human rights, 
much less religious freedom.

In a world where Chris-
tians routinely face death 
for espousing their belief 
in Christ, or prosecution for 
standing by age-old Christian 
tradition and teachings – such 
as is the case with Finnish 
politician, Paivi Rasanen’s, 
ongoing ‘hate speech’ trial – 
Ireland should use its well-
earned diplomatic heft to 
speak up for those that can’t.

Rolling out the red 
carpet for those 
who suppress 
religious freedom

Dear Editor, The Arch-
bishop of Malta Charles 
Scicluna, has called for a 
“serious discussion” about 
celibacy and that the Cath-
olic Church should consider 
revising its rules to allow 
Catholic priests to marry.

As a married permanent 
deacon, I have the best 
of both worlds, a loving 
family and the oppor-
tunity to minister in my 
parish partnership. My 

father had a great saying 
“never say never”, perhaps 
the Holy Spirit is guiding 
us to serious discussions 
about ensuring that we 
will always have priests to 
minister in our parishes, 
and that those priests will 
feel loved and supported 
by their families and their 
parishioners.

Yours etc.,
Deacon Frank Browne,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

Can’t complain 
enough about 
media bias



28 | International analysis || The Irish Catholic, January 18, 2024

Life and death in Gaza: no water, mass burials, 
mosques and churches bombarded, heritage destroyed
Liz Harris

Gaza is in the grip 
of a humanitarian 
catastrophe. But 
how has the war 

affected the religious life of 
Muslims and Christians in 
the area?

Water shortages 
and wudu
Gaza is running dry. Water 
shortages have been rife in 
the strip for decades, but 
since the war began after 
the Hamas attack on 7 
October, the situation has 
become critical. The World 
Health Organisation states 
the minimum amount of 
water a person needs a 
day in an emergency is 15 
litres. Gazans are surviv-
ing on three or less.

Hashim holds up a 
squeezy bottle filled with 
water to his three chil-
dren. It looks like it once 
held washing-up liquid 
and holds about a litre of 
water.

“My grandfather used 
a container which held 
1½ litres of water, which 
lasted him the whole day 
for wudu and washing his 
hands after eating. So, I 
am going to show you how 
this bottle will last me for 
four wudu a day,” he tells 
them in a video he sent 
from Khan Younis to his 
cousin Maha, 42, on 19 
October.

Wudu is the Arabic 
name for the ablution 
Muslims perform before 
prayer, as laid out in the 
Quran. It’s an essential 
ritual, carried out by mil-
lions every day. “In Islam, 
water is crucial for physi-
cal and spiritual purifica-
tion,” the British Islamic 
scholar Shafiur Rahman, 
52, tells me.

Hashim is staying in 
a house with about 100 
other displaced people, 
and the pressure on sani-
tary facilities is extreme. 
Tap water, unsafe to drink 
in normal times, stopped 
running altogether for 12 
days in early December.

A plane buzzes overhead 
as Hashim squirts water 
onto his hands and rubs 
them together. He washes 
his mouth out and spits, 
then splashes water into 
each nostril and snorts. 
Then he cleans his eyes 
and face.

Next come his arms — 
the right first — and then 
his head from back to front 
and his ears. Finally, he 
washes his feet.

He holds up the bot-
tle again. He’s used no 
more than three inches of 
water to clean his body. 
“You see?” he says to the 

A displaced Palestinian man who fled his home due to Israeli airstrikes reacts January 5, as he takes shelter in a tent camp 
in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas. Photo: 
OSV News/Saleh Salem, Reuters

children, over the buzzing 
from the sky.

Funerals
“A proper funeral is 
now a luxury in Gaza,” 
says Ahmed Najar, 42, a 
London-based Palestinian 
originally from the Jabalia 
refugee camp in north 
Gaza.

Every day the death 
toll jumps up by tens or 
hundreds according to the 
Hamas Ministry of Health. 
With the cemeteries full, 
bodies are buried in mass 
graves without ceremony.

His 91-year-old grand-
mother had Alzheimer’s 
and was unable walk.

“She lived with my 
uncle,” he tells me. “But 
when the IDF [Israel 
Defence Forces] came to 
the house, they ordered 
him out at gunpoint, 
and she was left behind 
because they couldn’t 
move her. Three days later, 
my uncle returned and 
found her dead. She had 
been shot in the chest and 
the leg.”

The horror of his 
grandmother’s death 
was compounded by her 
burial. “My uncle buried 

her somewhere — I don’t 
know where. She wasn’t 
washed because there was 
no water, and she wasn’t 
prayed for.”

❛❛Gazans are 
even considering 
cremation, although 
it is forbidden 
(haram) in Islam, 
because at least six 
cemeteries have 
been damaged or 
destroyed by Israeli 
ground forces”

Shafiur Rahman tells me: 
“Funeral rites are laid out in 
the sayings of the Prophet 
Muhammad, known as had-
ith. Burials should take 
place as soon as possible, 
preferably on the same day.

“In normal times, family 
and friends gather together 
to view the body. It’s a time 
to say goodbye and comfort 
one another. The body is 
then washed and wrapped 
in a shroud; ideally, three 
layers of cloth for men and 
five for women. Prayers are 
said over the deceased, who 

is then taken to the grave-
yard for burial. Graves are 
marked with a headstone.”

But since the war began, 
Ahmed Najar tells me: 
“There have been no proper 
burials. People are burying 
their dead wherever they 
can — in the garden or in 
mass graves.” The acute 
water shortages mean there 
is not enough water to 
wash the dead.

He says Gazans are even 
considering cremation, 
although it is forbidden 
(haram) in Islam, because 
at least six cemeteries have 
been damaged or destroyed 
by Israeli ground forces 
according to The New York 
Times. There are also uncon-
firmed reports that bodies 
buried in a mass grave at the 
Kamal Adwan hospital were 
dug up by the IDF’s bulldoz-
ers in early December.

The Israeli Defence Forces 
did not answer my question 
about the Kamal Adwan 
hospital. Ahmed Najar did 
not wish me to seek veri-
fication from them about 
his grandmother’s death 
because he fears retaliation 
against his family in Gaza.

But thousands of miles 
away in London, thoughts of 
her weigh heavily on him. 
“This has been most dis-
tressing for me. I can’t sleep 
for nightmares.”

Places of worship 
targeted
Dozens of mosques and 
churches have been hit by 
missiles since the assault 

on Gaza began, accord-
ing to the Geneva-based 
Euro-Med Human Rights 
Monitor.

In November, it said 
66 mosques had been 
destroyed and 146 dam-
aged, which accounts for 
20 per cent of all mosques 
in Gaza.

❛❛Three historic 
churches have 
also been bombed, 
including the Church 
of St Porphyrius in 
Gaza City”

“A mosque is more than 
a place of worship for 
Muslims,” Shafiur Rahman 
says. “It’s a community hub 
— a place where you go to 
socialise, for tranquillity, 
or to speak with an imam 
for advice. When the 
Prophet Muhammad went 
from Mecca to Medina 
with his followers, the first 
thing he did was to build a 
mosque.”

People having been 
worshipping on the site of 
the Great Omari Mosque 
in Gaza City for at least 
1,600 years. Originally a 
fifth Century Byzantine 
church built over an 
ancient temple, it was 
converted into a mosque 
in the seventh Century 
and back into a church by 
the Crusaders 400 years 
later. In the 13th Century, 
it became the Great Omari 
Mosque. Now its minaret 
is surrounded by rubble 

after being bombed for the 
second time since the war 
began.

Three historic churches 
have also been bombed, 
including the Church of St 
Porphyrius in Gaza City. 
The Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem told Al 
Jazeera that 18 people — 
including several children 
— were killed as they 
sheltered there. Meanwhile 
the Holy Family Church, 
the only Catholic church in 
the Gaza Strip, has come 
under fire. The besieged 
congregation include 
members of British MP 
Layla Moran’s extended 
family.

Ahmed Najar is 
horrified at the bombing of 
St Porphyrius. “As children 
we went on school trips 
to churches. We’d watch 
the bells being rung – it 
was part of our childhood. 
It’s horrible to see them 
destroyed, like losing 
someone.”

He tells me that the 
Muslim and Christian 
communities are 
intertwined and have 
always lived together 
harmoniously. Muslim 
Palestinians baptise their 
children and Christians 
use the same names as 
Muslims.

Testament
As testament to this 
relationship, the 
Palestinian Arab Orthodox 
Priest Antonius Hanana 
announced on social 
media on 13 December 
that: “If the mosques 
are bombed and there 
is no muezzin and I am 
present in Gaza, I will 
raise the call to prayer … 
on behalf of my Muslim 
brothers.”

Shireen Allan, president 
of the International 
Council on Monuments 
and Sites in Palestine, said: 
“During the war, these 
religious centres provided 
services to displaced 
people, providing free 
shelter and food and 
water. It seems that the 
insistence on destroying 
the heritage and non-
heritage, religious and 
non-religious buildings in 
Gaza aims to disassemble 
institutions in all fields of 
life in Gaza Strip.

“The intentional and 
deliberate destruction of 
infrastructure will be at 
a high cost to recovery, 
and there are destructions 
that cannot be restored 
… What is being done is a 
cultural genocide”.

This article by Liz Harris 
was first published by the 
Religion Media Centre on 
January 11, 2024.

i

❛❛There have been no 
proper burials. People 
are burying their dead 
wherever they can — in the 
garden or in mass graves”
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Ever have one of those 
days when you lose the 
hamburger you were 
defrosting and find it 

later in the washing machine, 
full of soap? And you can deal 
with that, but you cannot deal 
with being accused of leaving the 
medicine chest door open again, 
when you are fairly sure you 
closed it. You just cannot deal 
with being treated this way.

Chances are, this level of 
bone-headedness and this level 
of inappropriate drama mean one 
thing: You’re tired. And you’re 
tired in a way that only a parent 
of a new baby can be tired, and 
you’re angry at your spouse in 
the way that only a parent of a 
new baby can be angry at his or 
her spouse: truly, thoroughly, 
with your whole heart, tired and 

angry.
This is what marriage can look 

like when a baby comes on the 
scene.

No matter how much a baby 
was desired, his arrival will often 
turn a marriage on its ear. Take 
a snapshot of a married couple 
with a new baby and it may look 
less like a holy card and more like 
an S.O.S.

Is the secular world right, 
and are babies the fast ticket to 

misery and grief?
In general, no. But yes, change 

is going to happen when couples 
start a family. Dr Gregory and 
Lisa Popcak, authors of the book 
Then Comes Baby: Surviving and 
Thriving in the First Three Years 
of Parenthood (Ave Maria Press), 
say that the principal idea is to 
embrace that change deliberately, 
rather than fighting it. Take 
possession of change, and take 
charge of where your marriage is 

heading.
A couple can take charge even 

before the baby is born.

Connecting rituals
“It’s incredibly important for 
couples to establish rituals for 
connecting across work, play, talk 
and prayer, before baby comes 
on the scene so that they are 
used to relating on those levels,” 
the Popcaks say. “Then, once the 
baby arrives, they need to talk 
openly and regularly about how 
those rituals need to continue 
evolving so they can maintain 
those connections.”

Work at forming a habit of 
talking things through rather 
than assuming that your 
needs are obvious. It’s ok to be 
vulnerable as long as you’re also 
prepared to be generous. Care 

for each other as things stand 
now, not as they used to be, or 
how they ought to be, or how 
everyone on TV seems to be. 
Rededicate yourself to the person 
in front of you, rather than a 
fantasy or a memory of a person.

Fr Dwight Longenecker, 
himself a husband and father 
as well as a priest and author, 
says that many couples poison 
their marriages and families 
by buying into fantasies of a 
tidy, prosperous, airbrushed 
“Disneyland” life.

“Recognise that subtle 
propaganda and laugh it off,” he 
counsels. “That’s not real.”

If you chase after shiny 
illusions, you will rob your real 
life of its real joy and peace.

What about when the little 
one is actually born?

Expect your marriage to 
change following the growth 

of your family, writes 
Simcha Fisher

Navigating marriage 
after baby
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The first few weeks 
and months are intensely 
demanding, but it won’t 
be that way forever. Focus 
on surviving each day, and 
remember that chronic 
exhaustion makes rational 
thought impossible – so 
don’t take tired thoughts 
and words to heart. 
Forget housework, forget 
socialising, forget everything 
you can afford to forget and 
rest as much as possible – all 
three of you – until you turn 
the corner.

❛❛To a 
postpartum 
woman, there is 
no hero like the 
husband who lets 
her sleep”

In these early days, there 
is no such thing as too much 
patience. Even young, fit 
moms don’t instantly spring 
back to supreme physical 
and emotional health after 
the birth.

According to the Popcaks, 
“It can take a year or 
more to feel normal after 
pregnancy and delivery, but 
husbands – and often the 
women themselves – don’t 
appreciate how hard it really 
is to get your ducks back 
in a row after a baby and 
how normal it is to feel and 
be out-of-sorts for months 
afterward.”

Here is where husband 
and wife must talk, talk, 
talk – and listen. In the first 
several months, the husband 
really needs to step up while 
his wife recovers. Only moms 
can breastfeed, but there’s 
no reason dads can’t deal 
with diaper explosions and 
howling werewolf babies. To 
a postpartum woman, there 

is no hero like the husband 
who lets her sleep. And 
many men are surprised to 
realise how much they enjoy 
being with their babies.

Recovery for fathers
But it’s not all about 
mothers. Fathers also need 
time to recover. They are 
going through changes, too.

“Postpartum depression 
is surprisingly common in 
men,” the Popcaks said. “Part 
of it has to do with tiredness, 
the disruption in schedule 
and the feeling of being torn 
between wanting to be with 

wife and baby and having to 
be at work, combined with a 
little jealousy if mom gets to 
stay home. Some husbands 
also struggle with the 
feeling of being displaced or 
replaced.”

❛❛Babies have a 
way of stretching 
your comfort zones”

Moms and babies need 
to bond, but they don’t want 
to bond dad right out of the 
picture. Gratitude, affection, 
admiration and trust can go 
a long way toward reassuring 

a new dad that he’s still the 
one.

But these are all secular 
problems, aren’t they? 
Shouldn’t Catholics have an 
edge over their nonreligious 
peers?

Maybe, but Catholics 
are still human, and it still 
takes us time to learn new 
tricks. Learning flexibility 
can be harder than any 
other skill. Legalism and 
rigidity masquerading as 
religious piety can increase 
domestic conflict as 
husband and wife adjust to 
their new life.

“Babies have a way of 
stretching your comfort 
zones,” the Popcaks 
write. “If your faith helps 
you deal with that and 
respond accordingly, both 
your faith and relationships 
will become healthier 
as you grow as a person. 
But if your faith is mainly 
about having hard and fast 
rules to live by, you might 
not adapt as well to the 
unpredictability that comes 
with post-baby life.”

❛❛Concentrate 
on creating 
small moments 
of connection. 
You’ve built this life 
together. Instead of 
running away from 
it to connect, use it”

Fr Longenecker agrees: 
“Rigid gender roles are 
subjugated to the law of 
love. Loving our spouse 
and children in a free and 
generous way is what it’s 
really all about. Gender 
roles are not law; they are 
there to help us achieve 
complementary love.”

So how, specifically, do 
we learn to adapt?

Always be looking 
for ways to spend time 
together, and revel in 
the small but happy 
moments. “Look for little 
ways to connect instead 
of holding out for big 
things (dates, sex),” the 
Popcaks say. “Concentrate 
on creating small moments 
of connection. You’ve built 
this life together. Instead 
of running away from it to 
connect, use it!”

Worry less about doing 

things the right way, or 
the way your mother, your 
friends or the expert of 
the week says to do it, and 
worry more about staying 
close to each other no 
matter what. There are 
many, many right ways 
to raise a child. But when 
the child, or the parenting 
theory, edges out the one 
we’ve vowed to love, then 
misery will follow for 
everyone.

And what about that 
spiritual life? Becoming 
a parent both deepens 
and complicates your 
relationship with God. 
There ought to be a trophy 
for surviving Mass with 
an infant in tow. But if 
you do get to hear some 
of the Scripture readings, 
be prepared to hear them 
with new ears. God as 
tender father; the Church 
as merciful mother; Christ 
as the one who gives up 
his body because of love 
– suddenly these mean so 
much more when you’re a 
parent yourself.

Maintaining a spiritual 
life while raising a child is 
parenthood in a nutshell: 
It’s hard, complicated, 
tiring, sometimes 
frustrating and confusing 
– but rich, deep, profound 
beyond measure.

So pray together, even if 
– like so many things in life 
with a new baby – it’s just a 
quick one. Look at your new 
baby and remind yourself 
that love is in the small 
things. Thank God for the 
gift of your child; and ask 
God, over and over again, 
to make you a gift to your 
spouse.

Simcha Fisher writes 
from the US.
i
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Annoyed but full of hope: 
My Catholic wish list for 2024

The Irish Catholic, January 18, 2024

Elizabeth Scalia

You have no idea 
how many of 
my columns have 
begun as a germ 

of a thought – usually an 
annoyed question – scribbled 
on a scrap of paper. This 
one reflects my late, rather 
curmudgeonly, “wish list” of 
what I’d like to see happen 
within Catholicism in 2024.

Indulge me, please. Let 
me just get it off my chest.

It’s not a bad list. In 
fact, it may well reflect the 
thoughts of many who, after 
reading about the rather 
opulent Roman apartments 
used by Cardinal Raymond 
Burke (recently told by 
Pope Francis to start paying 
market rates for the place), 
and the newly convicted 
embezzler Cardinal Angelo 
Becciu (whose vast residence 
adjacent to St Peter’s Square 
includes a “restaurant 
quality” kitchen and 
servant quarters for which 
he reportedly pays only a 
“nominal monthly rent”) 
may perhaps wonder:

- Why are these followers 
of Christ, who wear red as 
a symbol of their readiness 
to die for the faith, living in 
luxury to begin with?

- How do they look at the 
poor living under Bernini’s 
colonnade and then swan off 
to their fancy digs in good 
conscience?

- Do they learn about 
housing shortages in every 
great city, and of working 
people being unable to afford 
reasonable living space, and 
consider how incongruous 
their lived lives are to their 
stated purposes?

- In the 21st Century, well 
past the age of medieval 
monarchies and religious 
peerages, what justifies their 
privilege?

- If two cardinals are 
living like this in Rome, there 
are others, of course. Why 
are any cardinals living large 
while the Bishop of Rome 
resides in a fairly humble 
suite at the Domus Sanctae 

Cardinal Angelo Becciu speaks with journalists during a news conference in Rome in this 2020 fi le photo. Photo: OSV News

Marthae (St Martha’s House) 
and takes his meals in 
common with visiting priests 
and prelates?

This, in a way, touches 
on the second item on my 
list and prompts another 
question: Why are bishops 
still living in pretty 
mansions instead of parish 
rectories, where they could, 
importantly, be among 
their priests and (perhaps 
more importantly) with the 
parishioners they are meant 
to shepherd?

I’ve written about this 
before – and some bishops 
have, in fact, either sold or 
repurposed their mansions 
and taken up residence in 
rectories, but why aren’t 
more of them? In 2024, 
can’t the shepherds become 
more incarnational, living 

and praying and hoping and 
laughing and crying with the 
people they serve?

Isn’t that what Jesus did?
Number three? This 

should be an absolute 
no-brainer, yet we are still 
waiting to hear the findings 
of an investigation into Fr 
Marko Rupnik, the accused 
sexual abuser of over 20 
women and at least one 
man, whose own Jesuit 
order found the accusations 
highly credible before they 
dismissed him for being 
disobedient. His accusers 
were initially not even going 
to get an investigation until 
news broke that Rupnik had 
been quietly incardinated 
in Slovenia, which rightly 
created a worldwide furore 
and finally set the fact-
finding wheels in motion.

Learning lessons
And here, we’d thought the 
Church had at least learned 
its lesson about moving 
around bad priests!

Speaking of learning and 
lessons, can 2024 be the 
year when the institutional 
Church finally reads the 
room – or the emptying 
pews – and begins to 
seriously address how to 
better teach this fascinating, 
well-reasoned but often 
complex faith? Clearly the 
“just get them through to 
Confirmation,” method is 
an abject failure. The kids 
aren’t staying, and neither 
are the parents, and for one 
enormous but simple reason: 
They don’t know why they 
should.

Most Catholics don’t 
know what they don’t know. 
They know the scandals; 
they see the privileged 
princes; they’re savvy 
enough to understand media 
missteps and walk backs, 
but Catholics don’t know 
enough about the Eucharist, 
or the varied, subversive and 
uplifting power of prayer 
(and all the little whys and 
wherefores of the Faith) 

to perceive that the Mass 
is nevertheless the most 
exciting place to be.

❛❛ It is good, 
even exciting, to 
know the Faith. It 
is good to serve 
justice and mercy 
with abiding love”

People want to believe in 
something, but Catholicism 
is doing a lousy job of 
explaining itself. It’s 
precisely because folks want 
to believe in something 
bigger than themselves – 
something extraordinary 
and powerful and real – that 
people accept invitations 
to learn about sigils and 
supernaturalism and the 
mediocre magic of “New 
Age” gnosticism.

But while they’re doing 
that, they’re missing out on 
the greatest supernatural 
engagement in their midst 

– the one that begins with 
the sign of the cross and 
concludes with the veil 
between heaven and earth 
being penetrated as the God-
man becomes present and 
alive to us and within us – 
with miracles and angels and 
saints all along the way.

Listen, perhaps if we 
seriously teach the adults 
– not just pointing them to 
2,000 years of documents 
and expecting them to know 
where to start, but really 
forming the adults – they 
will become on fire for the 
Faith and will want to pass 
it on to their children, not 
as an obligation but as a gift 
bestowed.

It is good, even exciting, 
to know the Faith. It is good 
to serve justice and mercy 
with abiding love.

And, ahh! It is good, 
now and then, to indulge a 
frustrated rant.

Elizabeth Scalia is culture 
editor for OSV News.

❛❛Some bishops have, in fact, either 
sold or repurposed their mansions and 
taken up residence in rectories, but 
why aren’t more of them?”

i



32 | YourFaith

?
?

?
?

?

?
??
? ?

??
? ?

??
? ?

?
?

?

?
??
? ?

?
?

??
? ??

??
Why does the 

Christmas season end 
with Jesus’ Baptism?

Jenna Marie Cooper

Shia LaBeouf’s conversion: Let’s 
rejoice over the movement of grace

I n August 2022, when 
Transformers star Shia 
LaBeouf revealed during a 
conversation with Bishop 

Robert Barron that he had 
experienced a conversion and 
begun to attend Mass, I wrote 
that LaBeouf seemed to me to 
have undergone a genuine change 
of heart. He spoke regretfully of 
the pain and harm he had caused 
in his life.

More moving still was his 
testimony about the way that 
playing Padre Pio in a recent film 
affected him. “Pio … saved my 
life, this is not just a movie or 
something, and I don’t mean that 
lightly,” Mr LaBeouf told Bishop 
Barron. Mr LaBeouf later told OSV 
News that he “fell in love with 
Christ” as part of his preparation 
for the role.

Shia’s past
Many scorned that conversation, 
and not altogether unreasonably. 
A 2020 lawsuit by his former 
partner, British musician FKA 
Twigs, accuses Mr LaBeouf of 
physical, mental and emotional 
abuse.

Knowing his past, social media 
users doubted Mr LaBeouf’s 
authenticity, even challenging 
the possibility of a spiritual 
change of heart altogether. And 
last August, in the middle of 
all this discourse, I wrote: “I’d 
rather believe in the power of 
conversion and the healing grace 

Fr Patrick Briscoe 
OP

?
Questions 
of Faith 

of the Holy Spirit than live under 
the tyranny of constant cynicism 
and suspicion.”

And so it’s with that same 
hope that I share the news of 
Mr LaBeouf’s conversion to the 
Catholic Church. On December 
31, Bishop Barron confirmed 
Mr LaBeouf at the Old Mission 
Santa Inés in Solvang, California. 
Surrounded by the Capuchin 
Franciscan friars that Mr LaBeouf 
had come to know so well 
during the production of Abel 
Ferrara’s film Padre Pio, Mr 
LaBeouf received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. In today’s world, 
where the noise of scepticism 
and secularism often drowns 
out the quiet call of spirituality, 
stories like Mr LaBeouf’s shine as 
beacons of hope.

Longing for others to meet 
Christ

❛❛After all, 
conversion is not 
merely a one-time 
event but a continuous 
process of growth 
and integration in the 
Body of Christ”

We don’t have to canonise Mr 
LaBeouf. In fact, we’d do well not 
to … after all, only the Church 
canonises saints! We ought to 
pray for him. We ought to rejoice 
in the movements of grace that 
have brought him to the Church. 
We should hope, too, that his 
story will inspire others.

Our Lord’s Gospel message 
is about the hope of conversion 
at its very core. Whether we’re 
talking about Shia LaBeouf, 
politicians, our family members 
or friends, that’s worth 
remembering. To be a Christian 
means that, at a fundamental 
level, we long for others to meet 
Christ as we have met him and to 

?
?
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??
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Q: I always thought the end 
of the Christmas season came 
with Epiphany and the arrival 
of the Magi. A priest recently 
said the season doesn’t end 
until a week later with the 
Baptism of the Lord. What has 
the Baptism of the adult Jesus 
got to do with Bethlehem? 
If it’s supposed to mean a 
“turning of the page” in the 
life of Jesus, wouldn’t a better 
event be the last scriptural 
appearance of the Holy Family, 
“the finding of the child Jesus 
in the temple” (Lk 2:48)?

A: In our current liturgical 
calendar the last day of the 
Christmas season is indeed 
the feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord. Normally, that feast 
is celebrated on the Sunday 
after Epiphany – although 
if Epiphany falls on January 
7 or 8, as it does in 2024, 
the Baptism of the Lord is 
celebrated the following 
Monday.

But it is interesting to note 
that traditionally, February 2, 
the Feast of the Presentation, 
was considered the end of the 
Christmas season. We can still 
see a few echoes of this even 
today. For instance, the Vatican 
keeps their Christmas tree and 
creche up in St Peter’s square 
until February 2. And the 
blessing of candles customarily 
celebrated right before Mass 
for the feast of the Presentation 
opens with a prayer stating: 
“Brothers and sisters, 40 
days have passed since the 
solemnity of Christmas. Today 
the Church once again prepares 
to celebrate the day in which 
Mary and Joseph presented 
Jesus in the Temple.”

I would say that Jesus’ 
Baptism truly is a major 
“turning of the page” in Jesus’ 
life, since, after his baptism at 
the hands of John the Baptist 
his quiet, hidden life became 
one of public ministry, wherein 
he actively sought to make his 
saving mission and identity 
known and proclaimed.

Further, the Baptism of 
the Lord, the Epiphany, and 
– perhaps surprisingly – the 
wedding at Cana all connect 

thematically, as they are all 
about the first manifestations 
of Jesus as the son of God. 
That is, they are all instances 
where the glory of Jesus’ divine 
nature, which would ordinarily 
have been obscure and hidden 
to human eyes during Jesus’ 
early life, is revealed.

At the Epiphany, (a 
word which literally means 
“revelation”) Jesus’ glory 
is revealed to the Magi. 
Traditionally, the Church 
sees the Epiphany being, by 
extension, Jesus’ manifestation 
to “the nations,” or to all 
the other non-Jewish pagan 
cultures of the world who 
would not have previously 
known the one true God. In the 
narrative of Jesus’ Baptism, it is 
revealed that he is the beloved 
Son of God (See Mk 1:9-11 
and Lk 3:22). The wedding at 
Cana is the setting for Jesus’ 
first public miracle, when he 
changes water into wine at Our 
Lady’s request, (see Jn 2:1-11) 
and as such was a revelation to 
Jesus’ friends and disciples of 
his glorious divine power over 
nature.

The connection between 
these seemingly unconnected 
events in the life of Jesus 
is particularly clear and 
intuitive to those of us who 
pray the Liturgy of the Hours. 
For example, the Magnificat 
antiphon for Evening Prayer 
for the Epiphany is: “Three 
mysteries mark this holy day: 
today the star leads the Magi to 
the infant Christ; today water 
is changed into wine for the 
wedding feast; today Christ 
wills to be baptised by John 
in the river Jordan to bring us 
salvation.”

All these scriptural 
manifestations, even those that 
occurred decades apart, harken 
back to Bethlehem, because the 
birth of Christ was the first and 
most radical revelation of the 
Incarnate Word of God.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who 
holds a licentiate in canon 
law, is a consecrated virgin 
and a canonist whose column 
appears weekly at OSV News.

change.
In order for those we love to 

change, we have to give them 
space and allow room for the 
designs of the Holy Spirit to 
work. Faith is transformative, 
but not according to the 
designs or ideals we have on 
a purely human level. Faith is 
transformative according to 
the plans of Divine Providence, 
according to God’s plans, which 
so often elude our understanding.

Supporting converts
Mr LaBeouf’s story encourages 
us to reflect on our role in 
supporting converts. Are we, as a 
community, prepared to welcome 
them with open arms? Do we 
offer guidance, understanding 
and the companionship they 
need as they navigate this 
life-changing journey? After 
all, conversion is not merely a 
one-time event but a continuous 
process of growth and 
integration in the Body of Christ.

And Mr LaBeouf’s conversion 
should prompt us to think 
about our own conversions. 
“Sometimes even Catholics have 
lost or never had the chance to 
experience Christ personally: not 
Christ as a mere ‘paradigm’ or 
‘value,’ but as the living Lord, ‘the 
way, and the truth, and the life’ 
(Jn 14:6),” says Pope St John Paul 
II. Jesus Christ calls each of us to 
know him, to love him and for 
that knowledge and love to grow 
ever more complete.

Mr LaBeouf has also shared 
that he hopes to be ordained a 
deacon. We’ll see whether or not 
Mr LaBeouf pursues holy orders. 
But in the meantime, we’ll pray 
that the Church will be edified by 
his conversion.

Fr Patrick Briscoe OP, is a 
Dominican friar and the editor of
Our Sunday Visitor.

The Irish Catholic, January 18, 2024
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Shia LaBeouf stars in the 2023 fi lm Padre Pio. Mr LaBeouf entered into full communion with the Catholic 
Church after receiving the Sacrament of Confi rmation on December 31. Photo: OSV News/Gravitas Ventures
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Spirit, is the single source that 
animates all these things then 
clearly we should not be in a 
position of having to choose 
between them. Ideally we should 
be choosing both because the 
one, same Spirit undergirds both.

❛❛Take away your 
breath, and everything 
returns to dust”

 Is this true? Is the Holy 
Spirit both the source of gravity 
and the source of love? Yes. At 
least if the scriptures are to be 
believed. They tell us that the 
Holy Spirit is both a physical and 
a spiritual force, the source of all 
physicality and of all spirituality 
all at the same time.

We first meet the person 
of the Holy Spirit in the 
opening line of the Bible: In the 
beginning there was a formless 
void and the Spirit of God 
hovered over the chaos. In the 

early chapters of the scriptures, 
the Holy Spirit is presented as 
a physical force, a wind that 
comes from the very mouth of 
God and not only shapes and 
orders physical creation but is 
also the energy that lies at the 
base of everything, animate and 
inanimate alike: Take away your 
breath, and everything returns 
to dust.

Ancients
 The ancients believed there 
was a soul in everything and 
that soul, God’s breath, held 
everything together and gave it 
meaning. They believed this even 
though they did not understand, 
as we do today, the workings 
of the infra-atomic world: how 
the tiniest particles and energy 
waves already possess erotic 
electrical charges, how hydrogen 
seeks out oxygen, and how at the 
most elemental level of physical 
reality energies are already 
attracting and repelling each 

Asound theology and a 
sound science will both 
recognise that the law 
of gravity and the Holy 

Spirit are one in the same prin-
ciple. There isn’t a different spirit 
undergirding the physical than the 
spiritual. There’s one spirit that’s 
speaking through both the law 
of gravity and the Sermon on the 
Mount.

If we recognised that same 
Spirit is present in everything, 
in physical creation, in love, in 
beauty, in human creativity, and 
in human morality, we could hold 
more things together in a fruitful 
tension rather than putting them 
in opposition and having the 
different gifts of the God’s Spirit 
fight each other. What does this 
mean?

Dichotomies
We have too many unhealthy 
dichotomies in our lives. Too 
often we find ourselves choosing 
between things that should not 
be in opposition to each other 
and are in the unhappy position 
of having to pick between 
two things which are both, in 
themselves, good. We live in 
a world in which, too often, 
the spiritual is set against the 
physical, morality is set against 
creativity, wisdom is set against 
education, commitment is set 
against sex, conscience is set 
against pleasure, and personal 
fidelity is set against creative and 
professional success.

Obviously there’s something 
wrong here. If one force, God’s 

other just as people do. They 
could not explain these things 
scientifically as we can, but they 
recognised, just as we do, that 
there is already some form of 
“love” inside all things, however 
inanimate. They attributed all of 
this to God’s breath, a wind that 
comes from God’s mouth and 
ultimately animates rocks, water, 
animals, and human beings.

❛❛We need to let 
the Holy Spirit, in all 
its fullness, animate 
our lives”

They understood that the 
same breath that animates 
and orders physical creation is 
also the source of all wisdom, 
harmony, peace, creativity, 
morality and fidelity. God’s 
breath was understood to be 
as moral as it is physical, as 
unifying as it is creative and as 
wise as it is daring. For them, the 
breath of God was one force and 
it did not contradict itself. The 
physical and the spiritual world 
were not set against each other. 
One Spirit was understood to be 
the source of both.

We need to understand things 

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

❛❛God’s breath was understood to be as 
moral as it is physical, as unifying as it 
is creative and as wise as it is daring”

The law of gravity
and the Holy Spirit

in the same way. We need to 
let the Holy Spirit, in all its 
fullness, animate our lives. What 
this means concretely is that 
we must not let ourselves be 
energised and driven too much 
by one part of the Spirit to the 
detriment of other parts of that 
same Spirit.

Absence
Thus, there shouldn’t be 
creativity in the absence of 
morality, education in the 
absence of wisdom, sex in 
the absence of commitment, 
pleasure in the absence of 
conscience, and artistic or 
professional achievement in 
the absence of personal fidelity. 
Not least, there shouldn’t be 
a good life for some in the 
absence of justice for everyone. 
Conversely, however, we need to 
be suspicious of ourselves when 
we are moral but not creative, 
when our wisdom fears critical 
education, when our spirituality 
has a problem with pleasure, 
and when our personal fidelity is 
over-defensive in the face of art 
and achievement. One Spirit is 
the author of all of these. Hence, 
we must be equally sensitive to 
each of them.

Someone once quipped that a 
heresy is something that is nine-
tenths true. That’s our problem 
with the Holy Spirit. We’re 
forever into partial truth when 
we don’t allow for a connection 
between the law of gravity and 
the Sermon on the Mount.

The Irish Catholic, January 18, 2024
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The call addressed to 
each and every one of us
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Jon 3:1-5, 10
Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
1 Cor 7:29-31
Mk 1:14-20

Deacon
Greg 
Kandra

The Sunday 
Gospel
The Sunday 

Do you hear it?
Jonah did. So 

did the brothers 
Simon and 

Andrew, and then James and 
John.

It’s the insistent invitation 
to drop everything, change 
direction and follow where 
God is leading. It can take 
you where you don’t want 
to go, where you never 
expected to go. And it can 
change your life forever. It is 
‘The Call’.

We hear about it in Mark’s 
Gospel this Sunday. It’s 
tempting to think the call 
of God and the invitation of 
Christ apply only to a certain 
kind of person – maybe 
someone who is profoundly 
holy or feels compelled to 
become a priest or religious. 
We tell ourselves, “That 
could never be me,” and we 
shrug it off.

But turn to Mark’s Gospel 
and you realise the beauty 

and wonder of this episode 
is that Jesus didn’t make 
those kinds of distinctions. 
He called out to humble 
fisherman tending their nets 
and said plainly, “Come after 
me”. That was all it took.

❛❛We aren’t 
alone. When 
Jesus called those 
fi shermen, they 
weren’t alone when 
they left the lives 
they knew. They 
had company”

Whether we realise it 
or not, this Gospel is about 
something affecting all of 
us, no matter who we are 
or what we do. It is about 
the great call of all our lives 

– the one that attracts us, 
challenges us, invites us, 
redeems us.

It is the call to follow 
Christ. It is a summons. To 
sacrifice. To surrender. To 
bear witness. To pray. To love 
God and love our neighbour, 
and do it as Jesus did, with 
profound gratitude and 
humility and trust.

Never alone
It isn’t easy. But there’s one 
compelling detail from the 
Gospel that should give us 
hope: We aren’t alone. When 
Jesus called those fishermen, 
they weren’t alone when 
they left the lives they knew. 
They had company. They 
went in pairs. Simon and 
Andrew, James and John.

It reminds us that being 
a follower of Christ is 
not a solitary act. Being a 
Christian involves another. 
Many others, in fact. The 
early Christians understood 
that this kind of faith was 
about celebrating Christ’s 
life, death and resurrection 
in community. Scripture 
describes their first 
missionary journey and 

describes how they went in 
pairs. This was for more than 
mere companionship. They 
had a support system. They 
had one another.

❛❛ In community, 
they found 
sustenance and 
endurance during 
times of great joy, 
and great suffering”

And so, they prayed 
together. Shared the 
Eucharist together. They 
travelled together. They 
preached together.

But that wasn’t all.
Together, they were 

persecuted. Together, they 
were martyred. Together, 
they found resolve and 
hope, grace and strength – 
consolation and renewal.

In community, they found 
sustenance and endurance 
during times of great joy, and 
great suffering.

And all these centuries 
later, so do we. Encountering 
this story today, we realise 
that we are continuing 

what they began. That first 
call of the fishermen, two 
by two, has echoed around 
the world, many times 
over. Today, we believers 
gather again and again 
in community, to share 
together our love for God, 
our love for one another, 
our passion for the Gospel 
message. We proclaim what 
we believe, and we lift our 
eyes to a miracle: Christ’s 
presence in a piece of 
elevated bread.

The body of Christ is 
uplifted. And so are we.

❛❛We are called 
to leave our old 
ways of doing 
things, our familiar 
and comfortable 
habits of being – 
and not just at the 
start of a new year, 
but every day”

By happy coincidence, 
this reading comes near the 
start of a new year, when 
we resolve to make changes 

Outside the Vatican audience hall March, 2023, Pope Francis receives a replica of a fi rst-century boat found in the Sea of Galilee in 1986. The replica is believed to be of the type used by 
Jesus and his disciples. Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

and amend our lives. Mark’s 
Gospel makes us aware once 
more that, like Simon and 
Andrew and James and John, 
we are called to leave our 
old ways of doing things, 
our familiar and comfortable 
habits of being – and not just 
at the start of a new year, but 
every day. We are challenged 
to follow another way, to 
set aside the nets we mend 
and the reassuring routines 
we’ve gotten used to and 
dare to do something new.

Ultimately, we are 
called to walk away from 
the familiar and easy, and 
journey into the unknown, 
following Christ Jesus. 
It involves sacrifice and 
surrender, a desire to trust 
and to change.

The call to be “fishers of 
men,” it turns out, is one that 
is sent out to all of us.

Do we hear it? Are we 
listening?

Deacon Greg Kandra is an 
award-winning author and 
journalist, and creator of the 
blog, ‘The Deacon’s Bench’.
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

WALK FOR LIFE WEST COAST  
EWTN Saturday January 20, 7.30pm 
Hear from pro-life leaders and walk participants during 
EWTN’s live coverage of Walk For Life West Coast, San 
Francisco’s largest pro-life event, drawing thousands of 
marchers.

WITNESS 
RTÉ Radio 1 Friday January 26, 10.05pm 
Siobhán Garrigan returns with a new run of the topical 
religious affairs show.   

GREAT BOOKS EVERY CATHOLIC SHOULD KNOW 
EWTN Sunday January 21, 3.30pm also Friday January 
26, 10.30am 
Works covered by Joseph Pearce are The Waste Land, a 
poem by TS Eliot, Kristin Lavransdatter, a trilogy written by 
Sigrid Undset, and C, a novel by Maurice Baring. 

PICK OF THE WEEKThen, last Tuesday night we 
got The Last Nuns in Ireland, 
also on RTÉ One. This time 
the presenter was journal-
ist Dearbhail McDonald. She 
presented from an abandoned 
looking convent. I felt this was 
a warmer, more serious pres-
entation. She had been edu-
cated by nuns and educated to 
be an independent and critical 
thinker. She valued the contri-
bution of nuns to education and 
healthcare, especially when the 
state wasn’t adequately provid-
ing these services. 

She declared up front that 
she had voted yes to same 
sex marriage and to repeal of 
the 8th Amendment. She was 
rightly angry at all the abuse 
scandals and the way State 
and Church treated children 
in these situations. 

And yet, if she wanted to 
understand why such things 
happened despite the values 
the Church espoused, she 
could have asked herself how 
she could have supported the 
repeal of that pro-life clause in 
the Constitution – the effect, 
and purpose, of the repeal was 
to make it easier to end the 
lives of living unborn children. 
When we swap one cruelty 
for another, the moral high 
ground becomes very shaky.

Again, the best thing about 
the documentary was the 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan meets with the Franciscan Sisters 
of the Renewal, based in Drogheda, Co. Louth.

task. These will certainly not be 
the last priests in Ireland and 
they give hope for the future. 

Much of the programme 
was predictable – old foot-
age of full seminaries, plenty 
of liberal sentiments like 
celibacy and women priests, 
heavy emphasis on the decline 
of the Church in Ireland with 
little on the many green shoot 
initiatives, the obligatory shot 
of Bishop Eamon Casey and Fr 
Michael Cleary during Pope 
John Paul II’s visit to Galway. 

I thought former priest and 
author Michael Harding was 
unfairly critical and dismissive 
of that pope. One thing that 
did surprise me was learn-
ing that Father Ted co-writer 
writer Arthur Matthews was 

a descendant of the 19th Cen-
tury Cardinal Cullen!

The presenter seemed con-
flicted – at one stage he said 
he wasn’t making any value 
judgements, later he described 
the Church as “an organisa-
tion that is inherently sexist”. 
Towards the end he wondered 
if he was being a hypocrite or a 
coward – the agnostic getting 
his children baptised. 

Certainly, he saw the value 
of a special person who sup-
ported people spiritually in 
times of crisis, “a professional 
empathiser”. It was good to 
hear of an upcoming voca-
tions initiative – I hope it bears 
fruit, though I’m not sure what 
fruit was intended by this pro-
gramme. 

contribution of the nuns she 
interviewed – bright, enthu-
siastic, selfless women who 
continue to serve God and 
society despite all the vilifi-
cation some elements in that 
society have heaped on them. 
One sister described the dis-
tress many of them felt when, 
in relation to the controversy 
surrounding St Vincent’s Hos-
pital, they heard of the effi-
gies of nuns being burnt in 
street protests. 

Finally, if you wanted 
an uplift, you could listen 
back to Liveline (RTE Radio 

You know the way you 
sometimes get the 
impression that some-
one is trying to give 

you a hint, but you’re not quite 
sure. I felt that way when I saw 
two programmes flagged - 
about the last priests and nuns 
in Ireland – was this a nudge? 
Wishful thinking? An attempt 
at self-fulfilling prophecy?

The Last Priests in Ire-
land on RTÉ One last Monday 
night was the first, and it was 
interesting and well made. 
Presenter Ardal O’Hanlon is 
one of the few Irish come-
dians I like, so I was looking 
forward to it, though I’m not 
convinced that a comedian, 
and an agnostic one at that, 
was the best choice.  

He presented from an aban-
doned looking Clonliffe. The 
tone varied from serious to flip-
pant, from cynical to respect-
ful. The best of it was when 
we heard contributions from 
priests currently serving their 
communities – their ongoing 
commitment was impressive. 

We met a childhood neigh-
bour of Ardal O’Hanlon, now 
ministering in Wales, an army 
chaplain who served for years 
on the missions, a young priest 
recently ordained and a young 
priest from abroad now min-
istering in Dublin, a vocations 
director with a challenging 

RTÉ’s ‘last priests and nuns’ 
swings from sympathy to cynicism

1), from Wednesday of last 
week. A caller, John, rang 
in to speak of a warning in 
Mayo about undrinkable 
water. It turned out that 
he was terminally ill, but 
his infectious positivity 
about life and death was an 
inspiration. One touching 
detail – he liked his Netf-
lix, but because of his situ-
ation would only get into a 
mini-series, rather than a 
show with several seasons 
to catch up on!
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Music Pat O’Kelly

Chorus, Cór Linn and Cór na 
nÓg together for the first 
time. The soprano and bari-
tone soloists were Zoë Moore 
and Benjamin Russell under 
French conductor Jean-Luc 
Tingaud.

It was an oddly ‘managed’ 
affair with the soloists enter-
ing and leaving the platform 
on cue but really disrupt-
ing the music’s natural flow. 
Seems odd they could not 
have remained in situ for the 
entire performance that is 
really relatively compact.

This concert had opened 
with Fauré’s short and elegant 
Victor Hugo choral setting 
Les Djinns. A djinn is a kind 
of spirit that can be either 
threatening or benevolent 
when an opportunity arises. 

Musical centenary celebrations for 2024
The current year celebrates 
a number of musical cente-
naries not least those of the 
deaths of France’s Gabriel 
Fauré and Dublin-born 
Charles Villiers Stanford who 
became a particularly potent 
figure in the musical life of 
the UK where he was profes-
sor of music at Cambridge 
from 1887 until his death.

Now maybe best remem-
bered for his music for the 
Anglican Church, however, 
the National Symphony 
schedules a number of his 
orchestral works over the 
coming weeks. These include 
his Clarinet Concerto with 
Carol McGonnell at the NCH 
on February 2 and his 2nd 
Piano Concerto with Finghin 
Collins also at the NCH on 

February 16 and at Water-
ford’s SETU Arena the follow-
ing evening.

But the NSO’s opening 
2024 event was basically a 
Fauré affair. The main work 
was the composer’s Requiem 
that amalgamated the NSO 

As the piece rarely gets an 
airing this was an occasion 
to redress the imbalance that 
proved highly successful.

The programme also had 
an additional Fauré nov-
elty – his Fantaisie Op 79 for 
flute and orchestra. Through 
the suave and sophisticated 
endeavours of  NSO’s princi-
pal flautist, Catriona Ryan, it 
proved extremely pleasant. As 
an encore NSO harpist Andrea 
Malirsh joined Ms Ryan for 
another Fauré bon-bon in 
which the artistes forged a 
charming bond.

The second half of the 
concert was devoted to the 
Requiem. The soprano’s sin-
gle contribution is the Pie 
Jesu sung here with finesse 
by Zoë Moore even if her 

tender teenage tones occa-
sionally sank without trace 
into the accompaniment.

The latest NCH NSO con-
cert coupled Brahms with 
Dvořák with the former’s 
2nd Piano Concerto and the 
latter’s New World Sym-
phony. Russian pianist Denis 
Kozhukhin was the vibrant 
and commanding soloist in 
the almost symphonic four-
movement Brahms.

Under young Spanish 
conductor Julio Garcia-Vico, 
the New World offered its 
own pleasures especially the 
cor anglais’ exquisite solos – 
ever-expressive NSO princi-
pal Philip Howarth – in the 
Symphony’s intoxicating 
slow movement. Dvořák’s 
molto vivace Scherzo 

skipped merrily along while 
the Finale gushed with zest 
and exhilaration.

As part of its International 
Concert Series last month 
the NCH presented the Irish 
debut of the Deutsche Kam-
merphilharmonie Bremen. 
Playing superbly under Esto-
nian conductor Paavo Järvi, the 
classical programme had Bee-
thoven’s First Piano Concerto 
separating two of Haydn’s 
marvellous London Sympho-
nies – Nos 97 and 102.

The Bremen orchestra’s 
performance with soloist 
Fabian Müller proved totally 
at one in the Concerto. Like 
the composer, Herr Müller 
hails from Bonn. For me, 
this was among the most 
satisfying concerts of 2023.

French conductor Jean-Luc 
Tingaud.
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Michael Healy – the special 
genius of a stained glass artist
Michael Healy 
1873-1941: A Túr 
Gloine’s Stained Glass 
Pioneer,
by David Caron
(Four Courts Press, €55.00 
/ £50.00) 
Peter Costello

B ack in October 
1906, Robert Elliot 
in his pioneer-
ing book Art and 

Ireland lamented that so 
many churches in Ireland 
seemed to prefer to fill the 
windows of their churches 
with stained glass imported 
ready made from Europe, 
largely from Munich in Ger-
many, a Catholic kingdom 
of the German Empire. 

This was then true. Since 

the post-famine decades 
there had been a huge burst 
of Catholic church build-
ing all over the country. 
Irish clergy and their advi-
sors chose the readymade, 
already admired glass, as 
an easy option. It was also 
comparat ively cheaper 
to use German glass than 
trust, as the Irish clergy 
saw it, the vagaries of Irish 
artists and craftsmen. 

So much so that St 
Brendan’s, the new Cathe-
dral in Loughrea, inf lu-
enced by the remarkable 
administrator of the day, 
Fr Jeremiah O’Donovan (the 
diocesan clergy’s choice in 
the diocese for bishop), was 
a showcase of Irish art of all 
kinds. 

Some of the windows 
were by Michael Healy 
from a new firm he called 
An Túr Gloine (“The Tower 
of Glass”) in the manner of 
Irish myth. (I described the 
literary background to all 
this some years ago in one 
of my own books about the 
Irish literary revival).

Recluse
Michael Healy was a genius, 
but a recluse; a man and 
artist whose life was mys-
teriously vague. Now, how-
ever, at long last Dr Michael 
Carron has devoted a large, 
well researched and beau-
tifully illustrated volume to 
the man, his career and his 
mysteries.   

Dr David Caron studied at 

the National College of Art 
and Design, later returning 
there to lecture. He under-
took a Masters degree in 
the United States, and a PhD 
in Trinity College, Dublin. 

He was one of the three 
original compilers, along 
with Nicola Gordon Bowe 
and Michael Wynne, of the 
first edition of the impor-
tant Gazetteer of Ir ish 
Stained Glass, of which a 
new updated edition was 
issued a couple of years ago. 

❛❛The chapters 
of the book 
explore the 
shadowy life 
of the man 
and the course 
of his artistic 
development in 
exemplary detail”

He observes that when 
Michael Healy died in 1941 
only two people of impor-
tance wrote about him, the 
lawyer CP Curran and Thomas 
MacGreevy , the poet, critic 
and director of the National 
Gallery. It was as well they 
did, though they admitted 
they had never really been 
close to the man himself.  

The heart of this book are 
long periods of research in 
which David Caron tracked 
down, annotated, recorded 
and had photographed Healy’s 
windows wherever he could 
find them. 

The six-page list of loca-
tions alone is revealing of 
Healy’s work. The photogra-
phy by Joseph Vrtiel is superb. 
The chapters of the book 
explore the shadowy life of 
the man and the course of his 
artistic development in exem-
plary detail. 

There is no denying at this 
date the accomplishment 
of the artist. But what is of 
interest is to compare him 
with two other stained glass 
makers whose works have 
also been recently surveyed, 
Harry Clarke and Wilhelmena 
Geddes. 

In Clarke’s work there is 
always a sense of fantasy 
that at times takes from the 
religious purpose of the win-
dows, while Geddes’s people 
all seem to have an aspect 
of strong willed Ulster pride 
about them.

But Michael Healy’s work 
is not only exceptional, but 
deeply human too, Jesus, 
the saints, and the heroes, 
appear in a very human 

aspect. They are real people 
rather than merely imag-
ined.  

What a wonderful way 
to explore our churches 

Detail of St Anne from St Peter and St Anne, with the Lamb of God (1907–8), Sacred Heart 
Catholic church, Fairymount, Co. Roscommon.

Detail of The Holy Women at the Tomb (1918), St Ruadhan’s 
C of I, Lorrha, Co. Tipperary.

Detail of Christ appearing to Thomas and the other 
disciples in Doubting Thomas, and Judith (1923), Most Holy 
Rosary Catholic church, Bridge a Crinn, Co. Louth.
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Kerry from Maps and 
Charts,
by Noel Kissane
(Killiney Press, €30.00 / 
£24.00) 
J. Anthony Gaughan 

Maps are nearly as 
old as mankind 
itself. They are 
treasured by his-

torians, as they can provide 
important information in a 
variety of ways.

The author of this book 
was a librarian at the National 
Library, a well informed and 
helpful scholar in a way some 
libraries these days cannot 
manage having gone over to 
administrating rather than 
curating. 

In this collection of maps 
Kissane, now in a produc-
tive retirement, begins 
his survey with Ptolemy’s 
World Map. Ptolemy was a 
celebrated mathematician, 
astronomer and geographer 
who resided in Alexandria in 
Egypt.  

With information from 
sailors, traders, travellers and 
literary sources he published 
his Geography in the year 
150, a detailed compendium 
of place names, on which a 
map was created (though 
many think not by Ptolemy 
himself).  

However, seemingly it 
did not arrive in Ireland until 
about 1400, when printed 
editions featuring it were 
published on the Continent 
and widely disseminated.  

Kissane reproduces from 
Ptolemy’s map the figures of 
an island named Hibernia, 
which is placed at the edge 
of Western Europe, the very 
edge of a world centred on 
Jerusalem.  

He points out that the geo-
graphical features in it for the 
Kerry area are estuaries or 
bays that seem to represent 
the Shannon estuary, Tralee 
Bay, Dingle Bay and Kenmare 
Bay.  

In addition the tribes Vel-
labori, Iverni and Gangani are 
assigned to the general region 
of the present counties of 
Kerry, Cork and Limerick.

As part of its conquest 
and to facilitate the admin-
istration of the country, the 
English produced maps of Ire-
land. The author reproduces 
a number of those from the 
Tudor Period (1485-1603).  

They provide 45 names for 
places in the Kerry area. They 
also name and locate the 
principal families: O’Connor 
Kerry, Fitzmaurice, Knight 
of Kerry and O’Sullivan 
Mór. And they delineate the 
rivers Feale, Lee, Maine, Inny, 
Caragh, Laune and Roughty.

From the late 17th Century 
onwards enterprising land-
lords had their estates sur-
veyed and mapped. Kissane 
reproduces the estate maps 
for the Fitzmaurice estates, 
Trinity College estate, Denny 
estate and other individual 
estates.  

This is of interest in the 
first place, as it indicates 
who were the proprietors of 
the lands of Co Kerry. Some 
of the holdings were enor-
mous: the Fitzmaurice 
estates amounted to 70,000 
acres, that of Trinity College 
to 50,000 acres. Both of those 
acreages were far less than 
that of the Lansdowne estate.

The estate maps provided 
a wealth of information. They 
showed the townland 
boundaries, the border lines 
between arable land, pasture, 
bog, woodland and the acre-
ages of each.  

The Fitzmaurice estate 
map includes the plans of 
Listowel, Ardfert and Lixnaw. 
The plan of Listowel, with the 
fully developed Square in the 
centre of it, is dated 1762.

Arguably the most inter-
esting maps are those of 
roads. One of the first aspects 
of Irish infrastructure to 
which the United Kingdom 
directed its attention was the 
network of main roads used 
for the carriage of mail.  

Legislation was enacted 
in 1805-6 to enable the post 
office to undertake a national 
survey to determine the most 
practicable routes for the pro-
vision of postal and passenger 
services. To this end the Kerry 
roads were surveyed by Wil-
liam Larkin in 1810-16.

In this study it is fitting 
that the remarkable civil 
engineer Richard Griffith 
(1784-1878) is given a chapter 
to himself. Best known for his 
Griffith’s Valuation (1830-64) 
he was always engaged on a 
number of projects. In 1821 
he compiled two estate maps 
for Trinity College.  

The county map shows 
rivers, lakes, bogs and roads. 
The Iraghticonnor map shows 
churches, ruins, demenses, 
towns and villages. But Grif-
fith is best remembered 
for laying out 243 miles of 
road and erecting 18 bridges 
– much of this work in 
Kerry. His finest bridge, still to 
be seen, is one of five arches 
and spans the river Feale at 
Listowel.

Historians and especially 
local historians will warmly 
welcome this excellent 
monograph, delighting in its 
insights, the product of a life-
time of dedicated scholarship.

The limits of the 
Kingdom defined 
in history

A Nation is Born: 
Ireland in Colour 
1923-1938,
edited by Michael B. 
Barry and John O’Byrne
(Gill books, €26.99 / £25.99) 
Peter Costello 

The title of this book is 
a complete misnomer. 
But then that is the 
sort of thing that hap-

pens when a complex subject is 
popularised for Christmastime 
consumption. 

Ireland in 1923 did not see 
‘The birth of a nation’, but the 
founding of a state. The old song 
by Thomas Davis that everyone 
one once knew from the popu-
lar Christian Brothers, which 
were then in all the schools, was 
that “Ireland long a province, be 
a nation once again”. 

The whole argument for 
Irish independence was erected 
around the idea that Ireland 
was an identifiable nation since 
Celtic times and at its people 
were asserting a long sup-
pressed right.  

Constitution
That too would have been the 
claim of the new constitution 
introduced to the people by 
Mr De Valera: a constitution 
now under fire for its old-
fashioned ideas about the 
role of religion and women 
in the life of the country. 

But on the cover of this 
book De Valera is inspecting 
the colourful Blue Hussars, a 
unit later abolished as not in 
keeping with modern demo-
cratic aspiration. They gave a 
sense of dash and vigour to 
state public occasions. 

Actually the Irish Army 
dress uniforms were cop-
ied not from Britain or the 
United States, but from 
Catholic Austria in the days 

of the old Austro-Hungarian 
empire. (In photographs of 
the Eucharistic Congress in 
1932, not included in this 
book, senior officers can be 
seen at the Pro-Cathedral 
wearing them.)  

This is not a narrative 
book, but a picture album 
which illustrates a wide 
variety of events. As a mem-

oir of people and happenings 
from those interwar years it 
will have a great interest for 
many readers. 

Revisionism
This writer, however, has to 
maintain his own long held 
view that colourisation is a 
species of ‘revisionism’: it 
aims to make what was in 

reality a grey and shabby past 
into an era more vividly alive. 

But a reviewer has to rec-
ognise that his own views 
having been stated, they 
must to be balanced by a rec-
ognition of the stated aims 
of the talented editors, espe-
cially Michael Barry, a writer 
of great industry with high 
aims of his own. 

Waterford family celebrate the Eucharistic Congress in 1932

Colouring in our past  

and perhaps come to some 
understanding also of Ire-
land past and present. It is 
also a good reason to buy 
a copy of this book: for 
where there are windows 
by Michael Healy, there will 
be works by other artists as 
well. 

Wander
Aside from his glass work 
Healy also loved to wander 
the streets of Dublin catch-
ing in his notebook rapid 
little sketches of people 
and street life that have an 
extraordinary fascination 
of their own.

I thought it a pity that 
David Carron could not 
give more space to Healy’s 
quick sketches and draw-
ings done on the streets of 

Dublin, with which the art-
ist was deeply familiar. 

❛❛These records 
of ordinary people, 
living out their lives, 
are an important, 
indeed essential 
complement to 
the work of an Túr 
Gloine”

But very striking also are 
the translations of this kind 
of record into stained glass, 
as in the Emma Cons Memo-
rial at the London Old Vic.  

Of interest too are the oil 
on canvas Dublin landscapes, 
which I do not recollect ever 
seeing before, from a pri-

vate collection. These open 
another aspect of Healy’s 
talent. They are calm and 
untroubled in a way the win-
dows often are not. 

Appreciation
I have long thought they 
would provide the ideal illus-
trations to a book about the 
real people of Joyce’s Dublin. 
But in reading this book and 
writing this appreciation a 
new idea came to me. These 
records of ordinary people, 
living out their lives, are an 
important, indeed essential 
complement to the work of 
an Túr Gloine.

For these people are the 
people who every Sunday, and 
in that era, other days of the 
week as well, crowded into the 
city church churches. These 

are Michael Healy’s essential 
audience, the very people and 
not the clergy indeed that 
these windows were really 
made for. 

But this gave rise to 
another, more sobering 
thought. That the age of 
stained glass has come to an 
end. It is unlikely that many 
churches requiring them will 
be built in future. 

The few churches built 
and most of the other public 
buildings now erected have 
little place for these kinds of 
windows. Lancet lights filled 
with abstract designs, per-
haps, but no true windows 
in the older manner. The 
stream of books celebrating 
Irish stained glass artists are 
records of the past. We will 
never see their like again. 
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Michael Healy – the special 
genius of a stained glass artist
Michael Healy 
1873-1941: A Túr 
Gloine’s Stained Glass 
Pioneer,
by David Caron
(Four Courts Press, €55.00 
/ £50.00) 
Peter Costello

B ack in October 
1906, Robert Elliot 
in his pioneer-
ing book Art and 

Ireland lamented that so 
many churches in Ireland 
seemed to prefer to fill the 
windows of their churches 
with stained glass imported 
ready made from Europe, 
largely from Munich in Ger-
many, a Catholic kingdom 
of the German Empire. 

This was then true. Since 

the post-famine decades 
there had been a huge burst 
of Catholic church build-
ing all over the country. 
Irish clergy and their advi-
sors chose the readymade, 
already admired glass, as 
an easy option. It was also 
comparat ively cheaper 
to use German glass than 
trust, as the Irish clergy 
saw it, the vagaries of Irish 
artists and craftsmen. 

So much so that St 
Brendan’s, the new Cathe-
dral in Loughrea, inf lu-
enced by the remarkable 
administrator of the day, 
Fr Jeremiah O’Donovan (the 
diocesan clergy’s choice in 
the diocese for bishop), was 
a showcase of Irish art of all 
kinds. 

Some of the windows 
were by Michael Healy 
from a new firm he called 
An Túr Gloine (“The Tower 
of Glass”) in the manner of 
Irish myth. (I described the 
literary background to all 
this some years ago in one 
of my own books about the 
Irish literary revival).

Recluse
Michael Healy was a genius, 
but a recluse; a man and 
artist whose life was mys-
teriously vague. Now, how-
ever, at long last Dr Michael 
Carron has devoted a large, 
well researched and beau-
tifully illustrated volume to 
the man, his career and his 
mysteries.   

Dr David Caron studied at 

the National College of Art 
and Design, later returning 
there to lecture. He under-
took a Masters degree in 
the United States, and a PhD 
in Trinity College, Dublin. 

He was one of the three 
original compilers, along 
with Nicola Gordon Bowe 
and Michael Wynne, of the 
first edition of the impor-
tant Gazetteer of Ir ish 
Stained Glass, of which a 
new updated edition was 
issued a couple of years ago. 

❛❛The chapters 
of the book 
explore the 
shadowy life 
of the man 
and the course 
of his artistic 
development in 
exemplary detail”

He observes that when 
Michael Healy died in 1941 
only two people of impor-
tance wrote about him, the 
lawyer CP Curran and Thomas 
MacGreevy , the poet, critic 
and director of the National 
Gallery. It was as well they 
did, though they admitted 
they had never really been 
close to the man himself.  

The heart of this book are 
long periods of research in 
which David Caron tracked 
down, annotated, recorded 
and had photographed Healy’s 
windows wherever he could 
find them. 

The six-page list of loca-
tions alone is revealing of 
Healy’s work. The photogra-
phy by Joseph Vrtiel is superb. 
The chapters of the book 
explore the shadowy life of 
the man and the course of his 
artistic development in exem-
plary detail. 

There is no denying at this 
date the accomplishment 
of the artist. But what is of 
interest is to compare him 
with two other stained glass 
makers whose works have 
also been recently surveyed, 
Harry Clarke and Wilhelmena 
Geddes. 

In Clarke’s work there is 
always a sense of fantasy 
that at times takes from the 
religious purpose of the win-
dows, while Geddes’s people 
all seem to have an aspect 
of strong willed Ulster pride 
about them.

But Michael Healy’s work 
is not only exceptional, but 
deeply human too, Jesus, 
the saints, and the heroes, 
appear in a very human 

aspect. They are real people 
rather than merely imag-
ined.  

What a wonderful way 
to explore our churches 

Detail of St Anne from St Peter and St Anne, with the Lamb of God (1907–8), Sacred Heart 
Catholic church, Fairymount, Co. Roscommon.

Detail of The Holy Women at the Tomb (1918), St Ruadhan’s 
C of I, Lorrha, Co. Tipperary.

Detail of Christ appearing to Thomas and the other 
disciples in Doubting Thomas, and Judith (1923), Most Holy 
Rosary Catholic church, Bridge a Crinn, Co. Louth.
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To join in Sr. Stan's vision please 
contact cian.dikker@focusireland.ie 
or phone 01 881 5962

Inspired by the vision and    
passion of Sr. Stan, many    
people are choosing to leave      
a loving gift in their will to 
support people who are 

a place they can call home.

SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers, 
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. Re-
moved and disposed of in a proper manner. No job 
too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015. 

DAILY MOTION
NDLP – Catholic music channel free to watch on 
www.dailymotion.com [#NDLP] contact details
notredamelapucelle@protonmail.com

We will pass 
on the fl ame 
of faith.

Phone 01 6874028 
 info@irishcatholic.ie

For over 130 years, 
The Irish Catholic has 
been a voice of hope 
and inspiration for Catho-
lics in Ireland. Help us 
pass on the fl ame of faith 
by remembering us in 
your Will.

The Irish Catholic, Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18, D18 K277.  Phone: 01 687 4027

Classifi eds: 01 687 4028

Are you a married couple 
suffering the pain of Infertility 
or Recurrent Miscarriage?
NaProTECHNOLOGY® could help. It aims to restore normal 
reproductive function by investigating the underlying problems 
and providing medical solutions in keeping with Catholic teaching.
For an appointment Email: info@naprobaby.ie
See website: www.naprobaby.ie for more details.

FertilityCare Centres of Ireland

Golden Holiday Senior Savers
3 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

January from €235pp*
February from €250pp*

March from €265pps/€295 Sng
5 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

January & February from €330pp*
March from €350pps/€400 Sng

January 18+19+20 €299pp*
March 10+11+12 €319pp*

14+15+16 January €299pp*

2+3+4 February €319pp*

Bridge Holidays - 3 Nights DBB

Bridge Break for Novices
(for those in the Early Years of Bridge)

Bridge Break for Absolute Beginners
(for those with very little experience of Bridge Holidays)

Knock House Hotel
2024 - WINTER / SPRING SPECIALS

Address : Ballyhaunis Road, Knock, Co. Mayo, F12 R6Y5
Email：reservations@knockhousehotel.ie
Website : www.knockhousehotel.ie

094 93 88088

All Midweek

Offers -

Sunday - Friday.

Subject to

Availability at

time of booking.

* No Single

Supplement

Charge

Spirit & Soul Holiday
4 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

3-7 March or 23-27 June from €399pp*
Single Occupancy rooms SOLD OUT

Golden Holiday Senior Savers
3 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

January from €235pp*
February from €250pp*

March from €265pps/€295 Sng
5 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

January & February from €330pp*
March from €350pps/€400 Sng

January 18+19+20 €299pp*
March 10+11+12 €319pp*

14+15+16 January €299pp*

2+3+4 February €319pp*

Bridge Holidays - 3 Nights DBB

Bridge Break for Novices
(for those in the Early Years of Bridge)

Bridge Break for Absolute Beginners
(for those with very little experience of Bridge Holidays)

Knock House Hotel
2024 - WINTER / SPRING SPECIALS

Address : Ballyhaunis Road, Knock, Co. Mayo, F12 R6Y5
Email：reservations@knockhousehotel.ie
Website : www.knockhousehotel.ie

094 93 88088

All Midweek

Offers -

Sunday - Friday.

Subject to

Availability at

time of booking.

* No Single

Supplement

Charge

Spirit & Soul Holiday
4 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

3-7 March or 23-27 June from €399pp*
Single Occupancy rooms SOLD OUT

2024 WINTER \ SPRING SPECIALS

CALL NOW TO BOOK: 094 93 88088
Ballyhaunis Road, Knock, Co. Mayo, F12 R6Y5

    Email: reservationsknockhousehotel.ie
Website : www.knockhousehotel.ie

Golden Holiday Senior Savers
3 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

5 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
January & February from €330pp*

March from €350pps/€400 Sng

Bridge Holidays - 3 Nights DBB

All Midweek 
Offers-

Sunday - Friday
Subject to 

availability at time 

of booking

Bridge Break for Absolute Beginners
(for those with very little experience of Bridge Holidays)

st
9pp*

*No 
Single

Supplement
Charge

Follow The Irish 
Catholic on Twitter

IrishCathNews
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Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatifi cation of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

The Irish Catholic, June 18, 2020 | Classifieds ||39

Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323 Gordius 446

Across
1 Fearful creatures of folklore 

developed in blob? Gosh! 
(10)

6 Travelled quickly, scooting 
past every dawdler at first 
(4)

10 & 15a These avian seasonal 
visitors might make a grebe 
tense (5,5)

11 He wrote lots of letters 
- from the capital of 
Minnesota? (5,4)

12 Denizens of the ice rink (7)
15 See 10 across
17 Rocky outcrop (4)
18 Sacred (4)
19 Ms Doolittle, of ‘Pygmalion’ 

and ‘My Fair Lady’ (5)
21 Fast food establishment that 

makes one sprightly? (7)
23 & 34a Team sport might be 

burning you (5,5)
24 See the cardinal and Patrick 

involved in a tiff (4)
25 Attest that Vera is upset (4)
26 An easily taken goal, 

or the result of a faucet 
installation? (3-2)

28 Great joy (7)
33 Transmit over the airwaves 

(9)
34 See 23 across
35 The Spanish potassium’s 

good for such creatures (4)

36 Can Gene hop around here 
in Denmark? (10)

Down
1 Central parts of wheels (4)
2 Classic actors’ good luck 

wish that might make a 
barge leak (5,1,3)

3 Group of eight (5)
4 One doesn’t succeed when 

roles are reassigned (5)
5 Cuticle (4)
7 Location for quiet needlework 

(5)
8 Italian cheese might make 

the colt elated (10)
9 Reel, walk unsurely (7)
13 Every Englishman accepts 

cold ham starters (4)
14 One can show respect for a 

item of regalia (7)
16 How caring, to scorch one 

piece of furniture (10)
20 While getting better, the 

little devil is wandering (9)
21 Type of poison (7)
22 Ms Fitzgerald is to be found 

in a cellar (4)
27 Wine of poor quality (5)
29 Metric unit of capacity (5)
30 Make physical contact (5)
31 Portuguese city with a 

distant ring to it (4)
32 Presently, one will see ‘The 

Headless Clergyman’ (4)

Across
1 After you cook it in water, 

crack this open to enjoy it 
(6,3)

7 This pirate is Peter Pan’s 
enemy (7,4)

8 Selected (5)
9 Goes over articles, and gets 

them ready to be published 
in the paper. (5)

11 Wicked (4)
14 Pulled sharply. (6)
16 Number that means a 

single thing (3)
17 Enormous (8)
18 Use your lips to do this (4)
19 Very harsh (6)

Down
1 Two-wheeler (7)

2 Getting better at something 
(9)

3 You use it to rub things out 
(6)

4 Bert’s best friend in Sesame 
Street. (5)

5 Getting bigger. (7)
6 You put this in a fountain 

pen (3)
10 Sorrow (7)
12 A person speaks with this 

(5)
13 Go away (5)
14 The name of a book or 

film. (5)
15 A type of lizard (5)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 337 Gordius 460

SOLUTIONS, JUNE 11
GORDIUS No. 459

Across – 1 Spacecraft  6 Flog  10 On cue  11 Fragrance  12 Crashed
15 Turin 17 Emus  18 Unit  19 Accra  21 Jackdaw  23 Lunge  24 Emit

25 Halo  26 Salvo  28 Pharaoh  33 Inflation  34 Rioja  35 Gush
36 Holy Orders

Down – 1 Snow  2 Accordion  3 Evens  4 Rifle  5 Fear  7 Liner
8 Green Party 9 Fretsaw  13 Ha-ha  14 Desktop publishing

20 Cameo role  21 Jehovah 22 Asia  27 Lifts  29 Handy  30 Rarer
31 Lido  32 Jaws

CHILDREN’S No. 336
Across – 1 Barack Obama  6 Tablets  8 Touch  9 Heels  10 Prince

13 Rescue  16 Beetle  17 Cobweb  18 Log  19 Kettle  20 Euro
Down – 1 Butcher  2 Robbers  3 Chess  4 Oyster  5 Autumn  7 Shoe

10 Pebble – 11 Ice Age  12 Colour  14 Elope  15 Cow

     

Easy Hard
Sudoku Corner 337

Last week’s Hard 336

Last week’s Easy 336

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34

35 36

26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

There is no greater legacy that will leave a mark 
on future generations than supporting our pro-life 
and pro-family work.
With your legacy commitment today we will 
Rebuild a Culture of Life in Ireland.
Call for our free brochure today to find out how 
you can save countless lives for years to come.

Legacy 
for Life

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

Come for a FREE, behind-the-scenes tour of Merchants Quay 
Ireland’s homeless drop-in centre.

See first-hand how your kind donations and legacy bequests 
work to bring hope and relief to people who’ve slept rough 

overnight.

To find out more please ring Shauna at 01 524 0139.

We’d love to m�t you

You’re Invited

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a 
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or 
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie
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Across
1 Item of gymnastic 
equipment (8,4)
7 Jump on one foot (3)
9 Introduce a baby to a 
solid food diet (4)
10 Andy, infl uential 
twentieth-century pop 
artist (6)
11 Train like a boxer (4)
14 Use it to beat eggs 
(5)
15 Artist’s stand (5)
16 Falsehoods (4)
18 Perfectly clear (5)
21 Funeral song (5)
22 Ancient Greek 
famous for his Fables 
(5)
23 One of the fi ve 
senses, or refi nement 
(5)
24 Immense, huge (4)
25 Desert plants (5)
26 Pursue (5)
29 Back of the neck (4)
33 The world’s largest 
desert (6)
34 Mislaid (4)
36 Fish eggs (3)
37 Nursery rhyme 
shepherdess (6,2,4)

Down
1 Edgar Allan, author 
of ‘The Raven’, etc (3)
2 Jewellery for the 
finger (4)
3 Grassy garden fea-
ture (4)
4 Soil (5)

SOLUTIONS, JANUARY 11
 GORDIUS No. 645

Across - 1 Clean slate  6 Aces  10 Never  11 Cathedral  12 Asphalt  15 Ended  17 Rose  18 Earn  19 Cover  21 
Selfi sh  23 Input  24 Flea  25 Rage  26 Evade  28 Dormant  33 Artichoke  34 Teeth  35 Etch  36 Dawn chorus

Down - 1 Cone  2 Eavesdrop  3 North  4 Local  5 Tote  7 Cured  8 Salad cream  9 Beseech  13 Apse  14 Trifl ed  
16 Deliberate  20 Volunteer  21 Stretch  22 Soar  27 Aztec  29 Ocean  30 Match  31 Goya  32 Thus

5 Tomes (5)
6 Marine vessel (4)
8 Local clergyman 
(6,6)
9  Dowser (5,7)
12 Egyptian god of 
the deceased (6)
13 One’s full comple-
ment of ships (5)
14 Principality in the 

west of Britain (5)
17 Creepy-crawly (6)
19 Cheshire town 
important in the Brit-
ish railway system (5)
20 Surname shared 
by Elizabeth Bennet’s 
beau Fitzwilliam and 
Irish rugby legend 
Gordon (5)

27 The ‘ticker’ (5)
28 Look fixedly (5)
30 Remove the skin 
of a fruit or vegetable 
(4)
31 Light around a 
saint’s head (4)
32 Azure (4)
35 Take a tiny drink 
(3)
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A frustrating frontier for faithful priests
Notebook Fr Martin Delaney

I always fi nd these first weeks 
of January a somewhat reflective 
time. A new year has begun, and I 
find myself reevaluating where I’m 
at as a person and as a priest and 
what might I try to do differently 
in the coming months. I have 
also spent a few days on retreat 
with my brother priests from our 
diocese and that too brings me to 
a place of reflection on what I am 
about.

Responsible
Like many of my colleagues 
around the country I’m now 
responsible for two parishes. 
Thankfully, at almost 62 years 
old I’m reasonably healthy with a 
lot of energy and enthusiasm for 
the priesthood which began 38 
years ago. However, I’m conscious 
that most of my classmates and 
contemporaries in the secular 
world are either retired or 
planning their retirement in 
the next few years. How much 
longer will I be able to work at the 
pace and level that my present 
assignment demands? As it stands, 
the most likely change that will 
come in my workload will be the 
addition of a third parish at some 
unknown point in the future.

As I reflect on my life now, I 

notice a significant change in the 
kind of ministry I’m involved in. 
At a recent senior citizens party in 
our parish, I sat beside a lady who 
proceeded to criticise me quite 
openly in front of the others at the 
table about how I never visit her 
or her neighbours in their homes 
as priests always did in the past. 
Perhaps unwisely, I found myself 
becoming defensive along the 
lines that I’m now the only priest 
where there were six 30 years 
ago. My dinner companion was 
having none of it so in the end 
I just gave up. I could of course 
dismiss her outburst as being very 

in turn may lead to a Baptism, 
a wedding, First Communion, 
or some other rite of passage. 
Often, I may be meeting the 
people involved in these events 
for the first time. How is that 
different to ministry in the past? 
In my earlier years as a priest 
there was more time to cultivate 
relationships with parishioners 
through house visitation or 
an involvement in groups and 
organisations. Regular visits to 
the local school were also a useful 
way to come to know families and 
thus build up a ministry through 
relationships. I’m finding it more 
and more difficult to find the 
time and space to build those 

Breaking the ice
A couple drove down a country 
road for several miles, not saying 
a word. An earlier discussion 
had led to an argument and 
neither of them wanted to 
concede their position. As they 
passed a barnyard of mules, 
goats, and pigs, the husband 
asked sarcastically, “Relatives of 
yours?” “Yep,” the wife replied, 
“in-laws”.

Seeking is seeing
Seeking God is as good as seeing 
God.
Who, but a saint,
could know so clearly
that the journey is the reality,
the steps are sight,
the effort is reward,
the seeing is the searching,
the dream is the reality?
Seeking God is seeing God. 
(Julian of Norwich)

unreasonable, but the exchange 
left me a little uncomfortable. I 
realised, not for the first time, that 
while our diminishing numbers as 
priests has a significant impact on 
our workload, I’m not sure that the 
expectations of our parishioners 
have changed accordingly.

Moments
I now find myself ministering for 
the most part through ‘events’ 
and ‘moments’. Much of my work 
is about responding to those 
events or moments in people’s 
lives be that at the time of a 
death in the family, a birth which 
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Bishop Antonysamy of Palayamkottai in south-east India has written to The Little Way Association in 
the aftermath of severe floods which have ravaged parts of Tamil Nadu including his diocese. He 
says “Many groups of people, including expectant mothers, children, the disabled, aged and sick 

have been left in a state of acute distress. Many have lost their employment and daily wages, 
significantly affecting their food security and health. Households have been particularly badly-hit, 

losing essential items such as cooking vessels, clothing, livestock, and more.
We need your help to provide food supplies, protective clothing, blankets, and 

nutritional supplements
“These people are struggling to meet their basic needs. I reach out to you, on behalf of all our 
people, to request your compassionate response to my appeal for funds to be used for food 

supplies, protective clothing, blankets, and nutritional supplements.  Our Social Service Society will 
implement the relief work and are well-equipped to bring relief to those most in need.

Please do help us to aid the recovery of the affected families and individuals, 
helping them to rebuild their lives.

“Your generosity, dear Little Way donors, will undoubtedly contribute to the alleviating of suffering 
and the restoration of hope in the affected communities.  May God bless you.”
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“I rejoice to be little, because 
only children and those who 
are like them will be admitted 

to the heavenly banquet.”  
- St Therese

You can help repair a 
Mission Chapel

The Little Way Association has a long 
history of providing humble places of 

worship for far-flung parishes in 
mission countries.  Nature can take 

its toll on these simple buildings, and 
we receive requests from priests for 

help with repairs.
 We humbly ask that you allocate 
some of your kind giving to our 
chapels fund. By ensuring that 

these small but dignified churches 
are in good repair, you help to 

make possible the offering of Holy 
Mass in needy Catholic 

communities.

A bishop in southern India looks to The Little Way 
Association for vital aid for many suffering from flooding
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In these fraught times, missionary 
priests rely more than ever on stipends 

for their daily subsistence and for 
helping the poorest of their communi-
ties.  The Little Way Association will 

convey your stipends and your 
intentions to the clergy overseas

We like to send a minimum stipend 
of €6.50 or more for each mass

Sadly, the mother of these three children has lost her 
husband.  Her home has been severely damaged in the 

flood, leaving her in a dire situation.
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valuable relationships and yes, it is 
frustrating.

I’m not sure where my New 
Year musings will take me in 
the coming months, but I hope 
and pray that I will continue to 
have the faith, hope, health and 
enthusiasm to remain open to 
whatever God has in store for 
2024.


