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Knock reports marked increase in 
pilgrims as bumper novena closes

» Continued on Page 2

Chai Brady
Ireland’s national Eucharistic and Marian 
Shrine has reported an increase in pilgrims 
and visitors this summer, after a sluggish 
post-pandemic restart last year and two 
years when on-off Covid-19 restrictions 
devastated numbers.

Tens of thousands of pilgrims flocked 
to Knock in Co. Mayo over the past two 
weeks for the traditional novena, with 
rector Fr Richard Gibbons describing num-
bers this year as “excellent”.

A popular feature of the novena was 
the family fun day which saw hundreds of 
families descend on the shrine to partici-
pate in activities as well as the traditional 
pilgrim programme.

Fr Gibbons said that he was gratified 
that there has been a “marked increase” 
in people attending Knock this year since 
the season began in the spring.

He told The Irish Catholic: “The novena 
has gone very, very well, the attendance 
has been excellent and there was a won-
derful atmosphere.

“The numbers from the season as a 
whole have been excellent, that is what 
we expected and anticipated and that’s 
really since last March or so,” he said.

He also said that a feature of the pil-
grims this year is the number of people 
who discovered liturgies at Knock online 
during the pandemic, and now wanted to 
come for themselves.

Some of the young volunteers who are on-hand to welcome pilgrims and visitors to Knock this summer are (left to right) Maria Convery, 
Annie-May McHugh, Cathal Reynolds, Phyrne Glenn and Mairead Martin. All are members of the Volunteers At Knock Shrine (VAKS) group. 
Photo: Jana Jurakova



2 | News || The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023

Inside this week
Brendan O’Regan
Fresh focus on 
need for priests is 
welcome
Page 35

Peter Costello
A great Irish 
poet’s faith 
and art
Page 36-37

Cork shrine
Hundreds 
attend annual 
Lee Road Mass
Page 18

Managing Editor: Michael Kelly, editor@irishcatholic.ie

Deputy Editor: Chai Brady, chai@irishcatholic.ie

Multimedia Journalists: Ruadhán Jones, ruadhan@irishcatholic.ie 

     Jason Osborne, jason@irishcatholic.ie 

Newsroom: news@irishcatholic.ie 01 6874026

Books Editor: Peter Costello, books@irishcatholic.ie

Advertising: advertising@irishcatholic.ie 01 6874094

Accounts: accounts@irishcatholic.ie 01 6874020

Magnificat: magnificat@irishcatholic.ie  

Shop: shop@irishcatholic.ie

Annual Subscription Rates: Ireland €185. Airmail €320. Six months €95.

ISSN 1393 - 6832 - Published by The Irish Catholic,

Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford,  

Dublin 18, D18 K277. 

Printed by Webprint, Cork.

Place an Advert
Phone 01 687 4094 or advertising@irishcatholic.ie

Michael Kelly’s Editor’s Comment will return in the autumn

For less than a cup of coffee a week, you could support our 
journalism and faith development campaign while strength-
ening one of the last independent Catholic newspapers in 
Ireland and the UK.

When you become a ‘Friend’ of The Irish Catholic we give 
you exclusive access to our premium video series with edi-
tor Michael Kelly interviewing a wide range of interesting 
Catholic leaders plus discounts on books and on upcoming 
events.

Email garry@irishcatholic.ie to sign up today, or call 
01-6874096.  We greatly appreciate your support. Thank 
you.

Support our Catholic 
Journalism and help

us evangelise

‘Messenger for God’ Donal Walsh 
inspiring young people’s faith
Ruadhán Jones
The example of “messenger 
for God” Donal Walsh, the 
teen whose faith and poise as 
he battled cancer captivated 
Ireland, is inspiring interest in 
the Faith among young peo-
ple today, his mother has said.

Young people are seeking 
“guidance for their faith and 
spirituality and see an exam-
ple in Donal that they can 
relate to”, Elma Walsh told a 
packed Knock basilica on Sun-
day, August 20. 

She warned that we have 

“lost the ability to harness 
and guide” young people’s 
spirituality due to our “fear 
of interference”.

Ms Walsh, who visits 
schools, clubs and parishes 
across the country spreading 
Donal’s message of faith and 
life, said that interest in his 
faith journey comes up con-
stantly.

“Young people are not 
without spirituality,” she 
stressed.

Donal Walsh died 10 years 
ago at the age of 16 after a 
battle with multiple bouts 
of cancer. The foundation 

his parents established in 
his name promotes his faith 
and his anti-suicide message 
among young people, reach-
ing out to around 30,000 stu-
dents a year.

“At that time, as there is 
now, there was a huge dis-
course around faith, respect 
and morality,” Ms Walsh con-
tinued. 

“Through his direct lan-
guage, Donal was able to ini-
tiate, in a previously taboo 
subject, an open conversation 
about minding mental health 
around teenagers in particu-
lar and not consider suicide as 

an option.”
A letter left on Donal 

Walsh’s grave describing the 
young Kerryman as a “mes-
senger for God” encapsulates 
his legacy, his mother said.

The anonymous letter 
read: “Donal, you helped me 
to see the light when I thought 
there was none. I’m forever 
grateful for what you’ve done 
for me. I’m forever grateful. I 
pray for your soul, but I think 
you are in Heaven a long time 
now. I only hope I can be as 
good a messenger for God as 
you have been.”

Welcoming new life…

Happy dad Ruadhán Jones, journalist with The Irish 
Catholic, and his wife Kiley are pictured after the birth of 
their first child, baby Caitríona.

Staff Reporter
Pope Francis has announced 
that he is writing a second 
part to his 2015 environmental 
encyclical Laudato Si’.

Speaking off-the-cuff at 
an audience with lawyers on 
Monday, the Pope said that he 
is updating the document to 
cover current issues.

The Holy See Press Office 
Director, Matteo Bruni, con-
firmed that “the Pope is work-
ing on a letter updating Laudato 
Si’ with regard to the recent 
environmental crises”. He 

could not provide any informa-
tion on when the letter will be 
released.

Pope Francis told the law-
yers he is sensitive to their care 
for the common home and 
commitment to the develop-
ment of regulatory frameworks 
for environmental protection.

“We must never forget that 
the younger generations are 
entitled to receive from us a 
beautiful and liveable world 
and that this invests us with 
grave duties towards the crea-
tion we have received from 
God’s generous hands,” he said.

Pope penning follow-up environmental 
document after Laudato Si’

Jason Osborne
Following the deaths of two 
competitors in an Ironman 
event in Youghal, Co. Cork, par-
ish priest Fr William Berming-
ham has said that the whole 
town is “saddened” and that 
the community will be praying 
for both men who died during 
the event.

The men who died have 
been named as 64-year-old 
Ivan Chittenden, from Toronto, 
Canada, and 45-year-old 
Brendan Wall, who was origi-
nally from Slane, Co. Meath, 
but had been living in the UK 
for a number of years.

They were taking part in the 
sea swim element of the event 
when they got into difficulties 
at Claycastle beach in Youghal 
on Sunday.

Speaking to The Irish Catho-
lic newspaper, Fr Bermingham 
said that normally “the whole 
event of the weekend, the 
ironman, brings a great atmos-
phere to the town and a great 
sense of joy and celebration”. 

“The people of the town are 
very saddened by the fact that 
two families have experienced 
sudden deaths as part of that 
event,” he said, continuing, 
“we hope that when they come 
here they’ll have a positive and 
happy experience. We know 
that for thousands of people 
that was the case over the 
weekend, but for two families 
it ended in tragedy and that’s 
very sad”.

“We certainly will be pray-
ing for both of the men who 
died in the water at the begin-
ning of the Ironman event.”

Youghal turns to 
prayer following 
Ironman deaths

» Continued from Page 1
In his time at the shrine, Fr 

Gibbons also said Knock was 
becoming increasingly popular 
with the ‘new Irish’.

“There would be a lot of Fili-
pino groups and Indian groups 
that are coming in more num-
bers because there are more 
coming to the country, so that 
has added to it too. We’re defi-
nitely seeing an increase in 
migrant communities”.

The Knock novena ran from 
August 14-22, and Fr Gibbons 
said that while final numbers 
have not yet been collated, the 
rector and staff say numbers at 
the novena “are up from last 
year”. 

“There is a marked differ-
ence between this year and last 
year, because last year the sea-
son didn’t really take off until 
the middle of July - we were still 
a little bit hesitant about com-
ing out [post-Covid]. But this 
year definitely we saw a marked 

increase in numbers and that 
was throughout the season so 
we’re very, very happy with 
that,” Fr Gibbons said. 

He added that they are also 
“getting a bounce from peo-
ple that would have joined us 
online during Covid” and are 
now visiting the country and 
Knock.

“There were people from all 
over Ireland and beyond, I met 
a Canadian woman who tuned 
in to Knock during Covid, she 
came over from Toronto spe-
cifically for the novena and 
she was very, very happy. I met 
several people over from Brit-
ain. So many people connected 
online during Covid, that they 
felt that they wanted to be here 
for this special time, because 
it is the busiest time and the 
most important time in the sea-
son, the novena itself, and they 
wanted to be here,” he said.  

“We had a lot of follow-on 
from the people who joined 

online who wouldn’t have 
joined us before or wouldn’t 
have been here before, and they 
have come. It was wonderful to 
see and it was great to meet 
them.

“There was a great buzz 
around, a happy atmosphere 
and feeling and that’s what we 
try to generate here all the time 
so we in turn were very, very 
happy,” he added.

Knock reports marked 
increase in pilgrims as 
bumper novena closes
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Ruadhán Jones
Renowned broadcaster Seán 
O’Rourke has urged young 
people to “go the extra mile” 
and consider a vocation to the 
priesthood.

In an address delivered 
in Knock Basilica on August 
16, Mr O’Rourke, paid trib-
ute to priests and religious 
who inspired him in his life, 
including his two deceased 
aunts, Cecilia and Anna, who 
were sisters of the Holy Cross.

“They were like many 
thousands of other Irish 
women who served both here 
and abroad over the centu-
ries,” the broadcaster said. 

“Decisions to serve took 
them to the ends of the earth. 
They became great teachers, 
nurses, servants of God in 
ways that no AI technology 
ever could replicate, because 
their work was human and 
divine. 

“It came from the heart 
and they saw God in every 
single person they served,” 

he said.
Mr O’Rourke stressed that 

“We can all, I’m absolutely 
certain, think of a priest or 
priests who have made a pos-
itive difference in our family 
circle, our friends, our com-
munity or our schools.”

He called for young peo-
ple to “go the extra mile” 
and take up the life of love 
exemplified by the mission-
aries and religious who have 
shown Christ’s love to the 
world.

Broadcaster Sean O’Rourke urges 
young people to consider vocation

Jason Osborne
The world’s most famous footballer Cristiano 
Ronaldo sent a signal when he made the sign 
of the cross after scoring a goal while playing 
for his new Saudi Arabian club, Al-Nassr.

Ronaldo’s public profession of Christian 
faith comes as no surprise, as he’s spoken 
openly about his faith on previous occasions, 
but the gesture was viewed as a bold one in 

light of Saudi Arabia’s repressive treatment of 
Christianity.

According to Open Doors, an organisation 
that deals with religious persecution, Saudi 
Arabia ranks 13th on the list of countries that 
persecute Christians.

Making the gesture while playing against 
Iraq’s Al Shorta, commentators have expressed 
hope that the Portuguese star’s openness will 
inspire courage in the Middle East’s Christians.

Cristiano’s sign of the 
cross sends signal to Saudi

Chai Brady
It would be “foolhardy” to 
deny that there are “aspects 
of sectarianism” in the PSNI, 
the chairman of the North’s 
Catholic Police Guild (CPG) 
has warned. 

Speaking to The Irish Cath-
olic Supt Gerry Murray said no 
Catholic police officer should 
have to deal with sectarian 
comments. This comes after a 
recent article detailed sectar-
ian slurs reported to a Belfast 
Telegraph journalist by Catho-
lic PSNI officers.

Supt Murray said: “It would 
be foolhardy to say that there 
are not aspects of sectarian-
ism within the Police Ser-

vice of Northern Ireland but 
everybody that comes to the 
front door of policing, have 
their prejudices, they have to 
leave them at the front door 
because we’re all signed up 
to the code of ethics and we 
police with the code of ethics. 

“Catholics and Catho-
lic staff who come into the 
organisation, should feel val-
ued, should feel wanted and 
should be able to do a turn 
of duty without any of these 
alleged sectarian comments.” 

He added that while he is 
aware Catholic PSNI officers 
have spoken to journalists 
about their individual expe-
riences, currently they are 
trying to support Catholic 

officers who are “anxious” 
and “fearful” following the 
PSNI’s major data breach. 

The information was 
leaked accidentally in a 
Freedom of Information 
response, which saw the 
surnames, initials, rank 
and the work location of 
10,000 police employees 
released. This has led to a 
“lack of confidence” in the 
PSNI among the Catholic, 
nationalist, republican com-
munities, according to Supt 
Murray and from a CPG per-
spective “we need to build 
bridges between ourselves 
and the Catholic commu-
nity to hopefully continue 
recruitment whether it be 

‘Foolhardy’ to deny the existence of 
sectarianism in PSNI – superintendent

police staff or officers”.
L ast  week P r imate 

of  A l l  I reland A rch-
bishop Eamon Martin spoke 
to PSNI Chief Constable 
Simon Byrne, to express 
concern at the circum-
stances and implications of 
the data leak.

Archbishop Martin said, 
“In recent days I have spoken 

to several families and rela-
tives of Catholic PSNI mem-
bers. I wish to state my 
unequivocal support for all 
those who serve as police 
members or civilian sup-
port workers for the PSNI.  
 “I have previously encour-
aged young people from the 
Catholic community to con-
sider a career in policing. 

Today I reiterate this senti-
ment. For that reason I also 
call on everyone in the com-
munity to reject entirely 
those who would intimidate 
or threaten the courageous 
women and men - includ-
ing those from the Catholic 
community - who selflessly 
choose this noble vocation 
of policing.”

Cristiano Ronaldo. Photo: 
Wikimedia Commons
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New Catholic schools CEO  
brings ‘wealth of experience’ 
Chai Brady
A new CEO has been 
announced for the body that 
advocates on behalf of the 
Catholic maintained schools 
sector in the North of Ire-
land. 

It was announced on 
Monday that Eve Bremner 
would take the reins of the 
Council for Catholic Main-
tained Schools (CCMS). 

Ms Bremner was assis-
tant director in the Educa-
tion Authority (EA) with 
responsibility for leading 
and developing frontline 
services, including school 
transport, and strategic 
transformation projects. 
Prior to this, she was Direc-
tor of Area Planning and 
Development in CCMS and 
held several senior positions 
in Belfast City Council.

Ms Bremner said she 

was “delighted” with the 
appointment, and is fortu-
nate to join a team “who are 
passionate about providing 
inclusive school environ-
ments that enrich the lives 
of pupils and wider commu-
nities”.

“I am committed to advo-
cating for investment in chil-
dren and young people and 
look forward to working 
with our partner organisa-
tions to support transforma-

Irish missionary priest in Pakistan 
decries ‘frenzied’ Christian assault
Jason Osborne
Following mob violence in east Pakistan that saw thousands 
of Muslims burn and vandalise churches and Christian homes, 
Pakistan-based missionary, Fr Liam O’Callaghan SSC described 
the scenes as “appalling” and “disturbing”.

More than 100 people have since been arrested in the 
city of Jaranwala, where violence was sparked August 18 by 
claims that two Christian men had torn pages from a copy of 
the Koran.

The two men have been arrested and stand accused of 
blasphemy, which is punishable by death in Pakistan. While a 
death sentence for blasphemy hasn’t been carried out yet by 
the state, the mere accusation of blasphemy can result in riots, 

which sometimes lead to lynchings and killings.
Speaking to The Irish Catholic newspaper, Sindh province-

based Fr O’Callaghan said that “it’s a familiar enough pattern”.
“It was shocking. Once again, in the majority of those cases, 

the accusation is almost certainly false. It’s always a pretext 
for that type of thing. In this case, again, it would seem to be 
untrue.

“It’s mostly, or often, deliberately done for the purpose of 
revenge or to get property or to get Christians out of an area,” 
Fr O’Callaghan said, continuing, “it’s just this horrendous abuse 
of the so-called blasphemy laws”.

The critical factor, the Columban missionary said, is the way 
in which mob violence is so easily incited.

“The critical factor is the whipping up of the mob. I’m still 
shocked by it. How otherwise normal, intelligent people can 
be whipped into a frenzy and even not have any doubt that it’s 
not true,” he said.

“It’s something I don’t understand and it’s just so frustrating, 
such a classic part of all of this drama.”

While the “main thing” is that there was no loss of life 
on this occasion, Fr O’Callaghan said, he criticised what he 
described as “systematic” destruction carried out against the 
Christian community.

“The damage done was enormous. It was systematic destruc-
tion. They were looking for Christian houses and even if they 
were locked, they were broken into and smashed.”

Church in Ireland celebrates a 
bumper week for vocations
Ruadhán Jones
The Church in Ireland had a bumper week for vocations, with 
two priests ordained and four men and women making their 
professions to religious life.

Fr Mark Moriarity (below) was first up, ordained a priest 
for Kerry diocese on Sunday, August 13, by Bishop Ray Browne.

He was followed by Fr Mark O’Farrell (right), ordained a 
priest by Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan to the diocese of Water-
ford and Lismore on Sunday, August 20.

Speaking at the ordination of Fr O’Farrell, Bishop Cullinan, 
chair of the Irish bishops’ council for vocations, encouraged the 
new priest “to have something of the courage and missionary 
desire of St Paul, as we read today in the second reading, who 
was sent to the non-believers as their apostle”.  

On Saturday, August 19, two young men made their simple 

profession to the Augustinians in Ireland. Bro. Adeel Abid OSA 
and Bro. Fearghal Caden OSA made their profession in Galway.
That same day, Sr Mary Louisa Olmo made her solemn profes-
sion to Redemprotistine Nuns at their convent in Dublin.

Finally, Bro. Cian Hennessy made his first profession to the 
Passionists over the weekend, after completing his novitiate.

tion that improves outcomes 
for pupils,” she said.  

Bishop Donal McKeown, 
Chairperson at CCMS, said 
the new CEO brings “a 
wealth of experience of the 
broader education sector 
and is a passionate advocate 
for the pivotal role that edu-
cation plays in young peo-
ple’s futures and in creating 
a healthy, stable and sustain-
able society”. 

Fr Mark Moriarty, newly ordained to the diocese of Kerry by 
Bishop Ray Browne, is pictured with his parents Marjic and Brian 
and his brother Paul after celebrating his first Mass in St John’s 
Church, Tralee, on Friday August 18. Photo: John Cleary.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Franciscans of Ireland and 
Britain become one province
The Franciscans of Ireland and Britain have become one prov-
ince for the first time, the order has announced.

After some 50 friars from both provinces gathered for the 
first provincial chapter in six years, the order took the deci-
sion to integrate the British friars in the Franciscan Province 
of Ireland.

The English Province was begun in 1224 and the Province of 
Ireland was established in 1230.

Bro. Aidan McGrath was elected Provincial Minister during 
the chapter, while Bro. David Collins was elected Vicar Pro-
vincial.

The Franciscans definitory, their leadership team, was com-
pleted by the election of Bros. Damian Casey, Patrick Lonsdale, 
Stephen O’Kane and Antony Jukes.

‘Kneejerk reactions’ to 
climate issues make 
problems worse - Bishop 
Doran
We need personal integrity in stewarding creation, not knee-
jerk reactions to the climate crisis, if we are to create a fairer, 
more sustainable world Bishop Kevin Doran told a packed 
Knock Basilica on Sunday, August 20.

Reflecting on the possible connection between young people 
flying to Lisbon for World Youth Day and higher than normal 
temperatures, Bishop Doran said it’s “not as simple as all that”.

“Simplistic solutions and knee-jerk reactions, more often 
than not, make problems worse,” said the bishop of Elphin.

He stressed the need for “joined up thinking” and “moral 
integrity”, if we are to achieve a “fairer distribution of resources 
of the earth”.

Cardinal Dolan to join Armagh 
cathedral celebrations
As celebrations for Armagh cathedral’s 150th anniversary con-
tinue, American Cardinal Timothy Dolan is to celebrate Mass 
in the cathedral on Sunday, August 27.

Cardinal Dolan, the archbishop of New York, will be the main 
celebrant and preacher at a Mass of Thanksgiving in the cathe-
dral at 11am.

Celebrations began on Thursday, August 24, 150 years since 
the cathedral was first dedicated.

Archbishop of Armagh Eamon Martin led an evening of 
prayer at 7.30pm on Thursday with Bishop Michael Router and 
Archbishop emeritus of Armagh Cardinal Seán Brady.

The prayer was preceded by a ‘celebration for families’, with 
the large crowd processing to the cathedral at 7pm. 

Fr Mark O’Farrell is pictured after being ordained to the priesthood 
for Waterford and Lismore with Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan.
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l After Nurse Lucy Letby - of the 
Countess of Chester Hospital -was found 
guilty of the murder of seven premature 
babies in her care, and the attempted 
murder of six more, some people 
speculated on social media if the killing 
of very young infants had a link with 
routine acceptance of abortion. After 
all, Britain largest abortion provider, 
the BPAS, has been campaigning for the 
right to abortion up to birth. There is a 
thin timeline between life just before 

birth and just after it.
In fairness, most pro-choice people 

are horrified by infant murder. But, to 
a twisted, psychopathic or distorted 
mind, the notion that you can extin-
guish a small human life by choice 
might well justify the power to do so on 
a continuum. 

Lucy Letby has been described as 
Britain’s leading murderess and the 
authorities are now probing if she killed 
dozens more infants as yet unknown.

A rule of thumb – don’t rain on their parade
Every August, 

when the Rose 
of Tralee festival 
comes around, 

there’s a breakout of 
demands calling for it 
to be brought to an end 
– on grounds that it’s 
outdated, sexist, judg-
mental of women and all 
the rest. I may even have 
voiced such an opinion 
myself back in the dim 
dark past.

❛❛ It’s harmless, 
those who enter it 
do so voluntarily, 
and it reaches out 
to the global Irish 
diaspora”

But in latter years, I’ve 
embraced a more tolerant 
view of many such events, 
with the phrase “why rain 
on their parade”?

If people enjoy the 
Rose of Tralee – and 
it always gets high 
TV viewing figures, 
especially among women 
– why rain on their 

parade? It’s harmless, 
those who enter it do so 
voluntarily, and it reaches 
out to the global Irish 
diaspora.

Attitude
I’ve adopted this attitude 
towards the hype 
surrounding the women’s 
football World Cup. I 
sympathised with a friend 
who expostulated – “It’s only 
a flipping football match – I’m 
sick of all the hysteria around 
it!” And when the England 
team – the ‘Lionesses’ - lost 
to Spain, they were reassured 
they were still great heroes 
who had changed the course 
of history, had done a nation 
proud and each one deserved 
a personal honour, I found it 
comically disproportionate. 
But then I thought “don’t rain 
on their parade – let them 
enjoy their moment of fame” 
(and they did congratulate 

Mary Kenny

“Vanity, vanity, 
all is vanity”, 
is a dole-
f u l  wa r n-

ing that occurs in St 
Thomas à Kempis Imita-
tion of Christ (a devotional 
tome once popular in Ire-
land) quoting from the bib-
lical Book of Ecclesiastes.

It came to mind last 
week as I started tidying 
my bedroom dressing-
table, wherein I found 
the following collection: 
31 lipsticks (plus two 
make-up boxes with ‘lip 
palettes’); 26 eye shadows; 
six palettes of blusher 
or what was once called 
‘rouge’; 11 bottles or 
tubes of skin foundation: 

23 bottles or tubes of 
varied skin creams; plus 
assorted lotions, unguents, 
mascaras, scents and 
sprays, as well as nail 
varnishes galore, and 
eight hand mirrors, one 
of which, incongruously, 
had a holy image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe on 
the obverse (a gift from 
Mexico).

On counting this 
cache, other quotations 
came to mind too: Dolly 
Parton’s witticism “you 
know how much money it 
takes to look this cheap”? 
And Hamlet’s macabre 
reflections on Ophelia’s 
recourse to cosmetics, 
while regarding the 

death’s skull: “let her 
paint an inch thick, to this 
favour she must come”.

It’s obvious why we buy 
all this stuff – because 
we are sold it as a dream 
of, if not eternal youth, 
at least attractive self-
preservation. But why do 
we buy it over and over 
again, when we have so 
much of it? It’s shameful!

We’re fortunate we 
don’t pay the ultimate 
price of women in 
previous centuries, who 
could die from mercury 
poisoning as a result of 
more primitive cosmetics: 
thus did Madame de 
Pompadour perish from 
such ‘paintings’.

The imitation of youth

Let Your Compassion Live On
A gift in your Will has the power to transform 

patient care at the Mater Hospital

For more information, please contact James at jsullivan@materfoundation.ie 
or phone 01 830 3482.

CHY: 9768 | RCN: 20024505

Outgoing Rose of Tralee, Rachel Duffy, shows off her sash to Issie Scanlan (age 13), 
Chloe Scanlan (age 11) and Lucy Scanlan (age 11) from Glasnevin, Dublin. Photo: Sasko 
Lazarov/Photocall Ireland

Spain, sportswomanlike).
Similarly, I’m not a huge 

fan of ‘Pride’ and transgender 
flags being plastered all over 
Garda vehicles, commercial 
and public buildings. Why 
do people have to turn their 
sexuality into a form of 
display behaviour? Surely 
this is a private matter. But 
if it cheers up some folks - is 
it worth raining on their 
parade? Put up with it and let 
it be.

❛❛Didn’t James 
Galway play the 
Orange flute as a 
youngster? – so, 
why shouldn’t 
they mark that 
tradition?”

The same goes for drag 
queen performances: 
there’s often an element 
of parodying women in 
the exaggerated costume 
and gaudy presentation. 
Yet transvestitism has 
been part of theatre 
since the Greeks, and so 
long as it doesn’t involve 
inappropriate behaviour 
aimed at children, let it 
pass.

Then there’s the loyalist 
marches in the North. 

Obviously, it’s insensitive 
and even offensive if these 
involve moving through 
nationalist or Catholic 
areas. They should and 
must comply with public ❛❛ If it cheers up 

some folks - is it 
worth raining on 
their parade? Put up 
with it and let it be”

order and law. But their 
flutes and drums are 
part of their tradition, 
too – didn’t James Galway 
play the Orange flute as 
a youngster? – so, why 

shouldn’t they mark that 
tradition?

It’s worth applying the 
test to events that are not 
to our taste: why rain on 
the parade?
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

Veritas launches Knock 
jewellery 
Religious publisher and retailer Veritas has launched a range of 
jewellery ahead of the 144th anniversary of the Knock appari-
tions. The nine-piece fine jewellery collection was created to 
celebrate and commemorate the pilgrimages that have been 
made to Knock since 1879. Each piece is crafted in sterling silver 
and is designed to be a reminder of a blessed journey taken. All 
pieces carry the bespoke Knock Shrine logo and are authenti-
cated by the Assay Office in Dublin Castle.

President of Veritas Bishop Brendan Leahy of Limerick dio-
cese said: “It is my hope that these items will remind people 
of Knock and of the graces received from our Lord through the 
intercession of Our Lady of Knock.”

Tribute for ‘compassionate 
pastor’ Bishop MacDaid 
The Bishop of Clogher has hailed his predecessor Bishop Liam 
MacDaid as a “compassionate pastor who brought the love of 
Christ to all the people he ministered to”, following his death 
while on holiday in France last week. 

Bishop Larry Duffy said: ‘Throughout his 54 years of priestly 
ministry, whether in an educational setting, in a parish or as 
Bishop of Clogher, Bishop Liam saw his mission as one of pro-
claiming Christ. His devoted service to the diocese will be long 
remembered for its genuine commitment to God’s people…”

The Co. Donegal, Bundoran native Bishop MacDaid (78) was 
Bishop of Clogher from 2010 until his retirement due to ill-
health in October 2016.

New data shows number of abortions 
could rise to 10,000 by end of year
Ruadhán Jones
The number of abortions 
taking place in Ireland are 
“out of control”, the Life 
Institute has said, after new 
figures suggest as many as 
10,000 terminations could 
be carried out in 2023.

New data covering 
the first six months of 
the year indicate more 
than 5,0 0 0 abortions 

to o k  p l a c e  b et we e n 
January and June 2023.

Figures released by the 
HSE to TD Carol Nolan show 
that €1,515,600 was spent 
over that six month period 
on “combined termination 
procedure and aftercare”.

Since €300 is paid to 
service providers for this 
category of abortion, this 
suggests that some 5,032 
abort ions  took place 

between January and June. 
Deputy Nolan described 
the situation as being a 
“humanitarian emergency”.

“If that trend continues, 
we are looking at 10,000 
abortions in 2023,” said 
Megan Ní Scealláin of the Life 
Institute. This would exceed 
by more than 1,000 the 8,876 
abortions recorded in 2022.

“ T h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
should be ashamed of 

these numbers, and of 
their  absolute fai lure 
– and lack of interest – 
in tackling the soaring 
abortion rate,” she added.

“The abortion figures 
are now out of control: the 
number is spiraling, clearly 
women are being made to 
feel that they have no other 
options and that abortion 
is the default option.”

Eilis Mulroy of the Pro 

Bishop McGuckian: Synod must 
be guided by Church teaching
Jason Osborne
Speaking to a packed Knock Basilica as part of the annual 
Knock novena, Bishop of Raphoe Alan McGuckian SJ told 
the Faithful that the synod will be successful if it remains 
grounded in Scripture and the Church’s Tradition.

Describing the Church as “divided,” Bishop McGuckian 
said that the Church can rely on the “anchors” of Scripture 
and Tradition to ensure respectful dialogue, even where 
there is difference.

“We have to walk together to learn to listen to one another 
respectfully, even when we’re different,” Bishop McGuckian 
said.

“We in the Church of course have an anchor that you need 
when you’re in the sea, a stormy sea, our anchor is that we 
as Catholics are obliged to listen to one another in the light  

of the Scripture and of our Catholic tradition.
“We’re anchored and grounded in those two things. And if 

we really stay grounded in Scripture and our Catholic tradi-
tion, we can listen to one another and talk to one another in 
respectful ways.”

Quoting St Paul, Bishop McGuckian said that the divided 
Church of today must listen to his advice: “Do not model 
your behaviour on the contemporary world but be trans-
formed in the renewing of your mind, then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is.” 

“Do not be conformed to the contemporary world, either 
its ways of dealing with one another that we hear and pick 
up on social media that we can enter into very readily, or 
indeed its rejection of our tradition and teaching and our 
moral tradition,” Dr McGuckian said.

PSNI investigating 
sectarian hate crime at 
Apprentice Boys parade
Chai Brady
Police in the North of 
Ireland are investigat-
ing an alleged sectarian 
hate crime that occurred 
at an Apprentice Boys 
march earlier this month. 

The PSNI confirmed 
to The Irish Catholic 
that derogatory remarks 
shouted about the Pope by 
loyalists marching through 
Derry – to mark the anni-
versary of the ending of 
the Siege of Derry in 1689 
– were being investigated.

The event is attended 
by around 10,000 Appren-
tice Boys and more than 

100 bands, making it one 
of the biggest loyal order 
parades in the North.

In a statement, a PSNI 
spokeswoman said: “Police 
in  Derr y/Londonderr y 
received a report on Satur-
day August 12, of an inci-
dent that occurred earlier 
in the afternoon, at around 
2.45pm, in the vicinity of 
Ferryquay Street in the city 
centre. It is reported com-
ments were made towards a 
member of the public during 
the parade by a band mem-
ber. This is being treated 
as a sectarian hate crime, 
and enquiries are ongoing.”

A joyous profession...

Sr Mary Louisa Olmo makes her solemn profession to the Redemptoristine nuns in Dublin on Saturday, 
August 19, with her fellow sisters joining her for the joyous occasion.

Life Campaign criticised 
t h e  G ove r n m e n t  fo r 
spending €25 million on 
abortion provision and “not 
a single cent” in the area 
of unplanned pregnancy.

“Not a single cent of all the 
monies spent in the area of 
unplanned pregnancy by the 
Government in the past five 
years was used to promote 
p o s i t iv e  a l t e r n a t iv e s 
to abortion,” she said. 

“ This shocking fact 
alone will have to become 
a major election issue for 
2024 and in the run up to 
the next general election.”

M s  M u l roy  a d d e d 
that “Abortion doctors 
have already been paid 
€2,439,600 in the first six 
months of 2023, compared 
with €2,652,000 for the 
entire year in 2019”.



L E G A C Y
On September 7, The Irish Catholic Autumn 

Legacy Edition will set out the importance of 

making a will and the signifi cant diff erence that 

can be made through making a legacy donation. 

The Irish Catholic provides a direct channel to 

90,000 readers who are ideally placed to consider 

planned contributions through bequests. 

This bi-annual edition of the newspaper provides 

a respected platform through which your 

organisation can highlight the good work that can 

be carried out as a result of receiving a legacy 

donation. 

If you would like to feature in this special edition 

and let our readers know how a legacy bequest 

could help benefi t your organisation, please 

contact us by phone or email.

         advertising@irishcatholic.ie                 01-6874027

A U T U M N  E D I T I O N

7
SEPTEMBER

2023

� e Irish Catholic



8 | Comment || The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023

Remember brave bishop 
jailed in Nicaragua

Breda O’Brien
The View

As you read this, a 
courageous bishop 
is sitting in soli-
tary confinement 

in a Nicaraguan prison – 
Bishop Rolando Álvarez of 
Matagalpa. 

We are so flooded with 
bad news that it can some-
times be hard to care about 
a country thousands of 
miles away. The Irish Catho-
lic has played a valuable 
role in helping us to think 
about, pray for and lobby 
about Nicaragua.

When the corrupt right-
wing Somoza dictatorship 
was toppled in 1979 by 
the Sandinistas, by and 
large, Ireland rejoiced. 
Michael D. Higgins and his 
wife Sabina hosted Daniel 
Ortega and his partner, 
now wife, Rosario Murillo 
in Galway on their visit to 
Ireland in 1989. (In fairness, 
the president challenged 
the regime’s corruption in 
2022.)

Ashes
The Sandinista dream is in 
ashes. Ortega-Murillo and 
their son, Laureano, preside 
over a virtual police state. 
In February, they neatly 
disposed of 222 political 
prisoners by exiling them 
to the United States, strip-
ping them of Nicaraguan 
citizenship in the process.

Bishop Álvarez refused 
to board the plane. In 
a move widely seen as 
revenge for his refusal to 
leave his flock, he was sub-
jected to a show trial and 
sentenced to 26 years in 
prison, in a place called La 
Modelo, locally known as 
the hellhole. Conditions are 
dire – starvation rations, 
running water only twice 
a day, prisoners sleeping 
on a concrete slab, regular 
beatings and often, months 
of solitary confinement.

Prior to his imprison-
ment, he had been under 
house arrest for nearly a 
year. He is a thorn in the 
regime’s side.

Bishop Alvarez was 
briefly allowed out of 
prison in July but has been 
returned there. Nicara-
guan civil society is being 
dismantled while the 
pockets of the dictatorship 
are being lined. Our own 

Trócaire has been refused 
permission to operate 
there and St Theresa of Kol-
kata’s order, the Missionar-
ies of Charity, has also been 
expelled.

❛❛The Ortega-
Murillo regime 
has closed at least 
26 institutions of 
higher education”

The latest outrage is the 
seizure of the Jesuit-run 
University of Central Amer-
ica (UCA), including all its 
assets, on a baseless charge 
of being a centre of terror-
ism. Crux Now reports: “In 
their fiery statement, the 
Jesuits said the confisca-
tion of UCA was ‘about a 
government policy that is 
systematically violating 
human rights and appears 
to be aimed at consolidat-

ing a totalitarian state’.”
The Ortega-Murillo 

regime has closed at least 
26 institutions of higher 
education, and imprisoned 
or forced into exile dozens 
of priests and religious.

Monitor
Martha Patricia Molina 
Montenegro, a Nicaraguan 
lawyer, continues to monitor 
human rights abuses against 
the Church. Thanks to her, 
we know about the freezing 
of pension funds for clergy. 
A monthly pension of $300 
is allocated for priests 75 
years of age or older and 
$150 a month for priests 
who are between 65 and 74, 
hardly princely sums, but 
even these amounts are now 
being blocked.  

The Church is widely 
seen as a locus of resist-
ance. For example, 
students from UCA were 
central to protests in 2018, 

when the wildly unpopu-
lar government imposed 
taxes on social welfare 
payments.

❛❛He ‘survived 
on a diet of 14 
beans, three small 
spoons of rice 
and a boiled egg 
for breakfast and 
dinner’”

Those who were sent 
into exile in the United 
States earlier this year are 
not in a good situation, 
either. The Washington 
Post reports not only that 
they are finding it dif-
ficult to recover from the 
trauma of unjust imprison-
ment but many of them 
are fearful to speak out, 
as they still have relatives 
and friends in Nicaragua 

who are vulnerable to the 
regime’s machinations. 
It cites Lesther Alemán, a 
student activist, who says 
that he “survived on a diet 
of 14 beans, three small 
spoons of rice and a boiled 
egg for breakfast and 
dinner. He said he lost so 
much weight that he could 
hear the sound of his knee 
bones knocking against 
each other when he lay 
down on a concrete slab”.

Struggling
He is struggling to make a 
new life in the US. When 
he and the other prison-
ers were stripped of their 
nationality, their bank 
accounts were also closed. 
While some of the prison-
ers have rich and influen-
tial patrons in the US, the 
majority do not. The harsh 
realities of US healthcare, 
where those who cannot 
afford to pay are simply 

Bishop Rolando Álvarez of Matagalpa, Nicaragua, prays at a Catholic church in Managua on May 20, 2022. In February 2023, after refusing deportation 
to the US, Bishop Álvarez was sentenced to more than 26 years in prison. August 4 marked the one-year anniversary of his arrest.

not treated, are impinging 
on these ex-prisoners who 
have many physical and 
mental after-effects.

The Center for Victims 
of Torture (CVT) which is 
assisting the Nicaraguan 
exiles, says that “at least 
half the former prisoners 
do not have stable housing, 
170 are penniless and at 
least 50 are on the verge of 
becoming homeless”.

Like all people forced 
from their country, they 
long to go back but it looks 
unlikely in the near future. 
Archbishop Eamon Martin 
is among those who have 
called for the release of 
Bishop Álvarez and an end 
to the repression. 

We need to keep praying 
but also reminding our 
politicians about the fate of 
Bishop Álvarez and other 
brave souls. They rely on us 
to keep their story before 
the world.
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Church and medicine often 
guilty of the same failings

Once again, 
reputation 
protection was 
deemed more 
important than 
victims and 
survivors, writes 
David Quinn

This week, nurse Lucy 
Letby found out that 
she will spend the 
rest of her life behind 

bars. She was found guilty of 
the murder of seven babies 
in her care at the Countess 
of Chester hospital in Britain. 
She attempted to kill others.

Her killing spree began in 
June 2015 and ended a year 
later. Doctors at the hospital 
tried to raise concerns 
about what was happening 
in her ward but when they 
complained to management, 
management was more 
concerned with possible 
reputational damage to 
the hospital if police were 
involved. Reputation 
protection was deemed 
more important than patient 
protection.

Management actually 
turned on the doctors and 
rallied around Ms Letby, 
seeing her as the real victim. 
 

❛❛Reputation 
was put first, 
and the priest-
abusers were 
often seen as the 
‘victims’” 

Unfortunately, this 
is all too reminiscent 
of the Church and how 
it responded to child 
sex abuse allegations. 
Reputation was put first, 
and the priest-abusers 
were often seen as the 
‘victims’ of their impulses, 
and sent off for treatment, 
although in the case of Ms 
Letby, management did not 

consider her guilty at all.
Ms Letby, as many have 

noted, is the prototypal 
sweet and innocent 
looking person, the ‘butter 
wouldn’t melt in her 
mouth’ type.

Her upbringing appears 
to have been wholly 
conventional. Those 
looking for clues as to 
why she embarked on her 
killing spree can find no 
real clues in her past.

Personality
She was only 25 when she 
murdered her first victim. 
She worked in the neonatal 
unit of her hospital and 
colleagues certainly didn’t 
spot anything overly odd 
about her personality. 
“She was like Little Miss 
Perfect”, a former friend 
told a newspaper. “Maybe 
slightly awkward but 
sociable. She is literally the 
last person anyone would 
suspect as a killer”.

Just about the only 
thing that stood out about 
her behaviour was her 
close relationship with a 
married registrar, but this 
can hardly be taken as a 
predictor that someone was 
about to become a killer or 
there would be a lot more 
killers in the world than 
there are.

Her first killing took 
place on June 8, 2015. 
Twins had been born six 
weeks premature, which 
is well within the capacity 
of modern medicine to 
manage.

Both babies were 
healthy. Ms Letby injected 
a fatal amount of air into 
‘Child A’s’ bloodstream, 
killing him.

A little over a day later, 
she tried to kill his twin in 
the same way, but this time 
staff were able to save the 
baby’s life.

She killed other babies 
by injecting them with milk 
or insulin.

By the time her killing 
spree came to an end, she 
had murdered seven infants 
and attempted to murder 
six others, some of whom 
were left permanently 
disabled.

Doctors began to raise 
the alarm within a few 
months of the first death 
because the number of 
babies dying was unusually 
high and the common 
denominator each time 
an infant died was the 
presence of Ms Letby on the 
ward.

But when they brought 
their concerns to hospital 

management, they were 
rebuffed. An interesting 
aspect of the case is that 
to some extent it became a 
matter internally of doctors 
vs nurses.

For example, the chief 
executive of the hospital 
who was dealing with the 
complaints against Ms 
Letby was a former nurse.

One nurse complained 
that doctors were 
leading a ‘witch-hunt’ 
against Ms Letby. Royal 
College of Nursing union 
representatives took her 
side.

Doctors were warned 
not to contact the police 
because that would mean 
“blue tape everywhere and 
the end of the unit as well 
as the trust’s reputation”.

At one point, Ms Letby 
actually made a bullying 
complaint against the 
doctors who were trying to 
have her investigated and 
amazingly, this succeeded. 

By this point, the doctors 
had succeeded in having 
her removed from the unit 
where she was working

Grievance
The subsequent grievance 
inquiry turned on the 
doctors and Ms Letby was 
told, “this behaviour has 
resulted in you, a junior 
colleague and fellow 
professional, feeling 
isolated and vulnerable, 

putting your reputation 
in question. This in 
unacceptable and could be 
viewed as victimisation”.

On top of this, she was 
offered a placement at 
the world-famous Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital 
in Liverpool and support 
for a master’s degree or 
advanced nurse training.

The inquiry raised 
no red flags about her 
behaviour when on duty.

To cut a long story short, 
the doctors persisted with 
their concerns, and finally 
hospital management 
called in the police in May 
2017.  
 

❛❛ I don’t 
deserve to live. 
I killed them 
on purpose 
because I’m not 
good enough. I 
am a horrible 
evil person” 

Ms Letby was arrested 
two months later. In her 
home, police found pieces 
of paper written by her 
saying, “I don’t deserve 
to live. I killed them on 
purpose because I’m 
not good enough. I am a 

horrible evil person”, and 
in capital letters, “I AM 
EVIL I DID THIS”.

Perhaps this goes to the 
heart of it. Sometimes a 
person is not malformed 
by their background and 
any other event in their 
life. They are not suffering 
from severe mental health 
difficulties. They are 
simply motivated by evil 
and maybe this was the 
case with Ms Letby.

Not the first
She is not the first and 
only nurse in Britain to act 
in this way. Another was 
Beverley Allitt, who was 
given 13 life sentences in 
1993. She also injected 
babies with insulin and air.

She had attacked 13 
babies over a 59-day 
period, killing four of them. 
Like Ms Letby, she was 
only in her 20s when she 
conducted her killing spree. 
She is still serving time in 
prison and is now age 54.

No proper explanation 
was ever found for her 
behaviour either.

The history of medicine 
is, in fact, riddled with 
scandals and cover-ups, 
rather like the history of 
the Church. The intentions 
of medicine are excellent, 
and it is an indispensable 
part of life, but sometimes 
it attracts bad or 
incompetent people and 

can be run by a hierarchy 
more concerned with 
reputation protection and 
promotion rather than 
anything else.

Doctors, as well as 
nurses, have deliberately 
killed people, or sexually 
abused patients, or covered 
up their own malpractice 
and been assisted in this 
by colleagues. Doctors 
have conducted highly 
unethical, sometimes 
murderous, medical 
experiments and trials. 
They have presided over 
torture. They have worked 
in concentration camps 
and assisted in eugenics, 
which includes involuntary 
sterilisation of patients. 
The list goes on. 

Human nature 
Unfortunately, we see that 
every human endeavour is 
subject to the same human 
weaknesses, frailties and 
sometimes downright evil 
because human nature is 
bad as well as good, just as 
Christianity teaches. 

Everything we do is in 
constant need of renewal and 
reform and vigilance so that 
our failures don’t overwhelm 
and corrupt systems and fail 
people, especially those they 
are intended to serve.

The Church, above all, 
should never forget this, 
and neither, as we can 
see, should the world of 
medicine.

Lucy Letby was sentenced to life without parole.
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The Catholic chip on 
Ireland’s shoulder

Rightfully 
deplored sins 
in the Church’s 
past have 
driven many 
into irrational-
ity in the pre-
sent, writes 
Jason Osborne

Being both a Catholic 
and a journalist, 
I cannot help but 
notice the surging 

anti-Catholic sentiment 
sweeping Ireland at the 
moment. You don’t have 
to look far to see it, or 
strain your ears too hard 
to hear it. Whereas once, 
perhaps, popular opinion in 
Ireland couldn’t fathom the 
Church being anything but 
a force for good – even if 
imperfections were admitted 
– now, I challenge you to 
find many people other than 
practicing Catholics who can 
see past the Church’s sins 
and shortcomings. 
 

❛❛Something of 
the magnitude of 
the abuse crisis 
should haunt the 
Church forever, 
that it never 
happens again” 

Of course, calling to mind 
the sins of those claiming to 
follow Christ has an impor-
tant role to play. Speaking 
last week at Knock basilica, 
one of Ireland’s best-known 
broadcasters, Sean O’Rourke, 
said that of the many thou-
sands of questions he asked 
on air, the one that stuck out 
most to him was when he 
asked Primate of All-Ireland, 
Archbishop Eamon Martin 
how long he thought the 
Church would be haunted 
by the abuse crisis, to which 

Archbishop Martin began by 
saying: “Hopefully, forever.” 
He’s right about that. Some-
thing of the magnitude of 
the abuse crisis should haunt 
the Church forever so, that it 
never happens again.

However, as Catholics, 
we profess that Jesus Christ 
is God himself, and that 
he instituted the Catholic 
Church. If we truly believe 
that, we cannot but stand by 
the Church and proclaim its 
goodness while acknowledg-
ing the many, many fail-
ings of we who make it up. 
Despite the harm done by 
those associated with the 
Church, untold masses of 
people throughout history 
have experienced Jesus’ 
presence in the Church, and 
benefitted from following 
the teachings they’ve found 
here throughout their lives.

I preface an article about 
anti-Catholicism this way 
because, while I’ve met many 
Catholics grieved not only by 
the abuse crisis in particular, 
but by other ills throughout 
the Church’s long history too, 
it’s becoming increasingly 
uncommon in Ireland to 
encounter people will speak 
well of the Church. Rather, it’s 
becoming increasingly com-
mon that speaking well of the 
Church, or merely defending 
the Church against unjust 
attacks and falsities, is hereti-
cal in the eyes of the new 
narrative in Ireland.

According to that narrative, 
the 20th Century saw Ireland 
utterly dominated by a Church 
not unlike the Taliban, and all 
social progress since then – 
the redefinition of the family, 
the introduction of abortion, 
the current discussion of 
euthanasia/assisted suicide 
and more – carries us further 
and further from those dark 
days into the light of an age 
ruled by reason rather than 
religious superstition. If you 
believe that line of thought, 
as many seem to, then no 
amount of distance from 
the Church is too much, and 
pretty much any social devel-
opment that carries us further 
from the Church’s vision of 
the world is a good thing.

Comparison 
Once a movement or institu-
tion takes on this character 
in the collective imagination, 
it’s not hard to be carried 
away from reality by fantasy, 
which is precisely what I 
believe to be happening in 
Ireland at the moment. A 
couple of recent episodes 
have highlighted this.

Take, for instance, the 

increasingly frequent 
comparisons of the Church 
to the Taliban, who currently 
rule Afghanistan with an 
iron, and frequently violent, 
fist. The most recent, high-
profile iteration of this came 
from Rosita Sweetman in an 
op-ed for the Irish Examiner, 
where she wrote that for 
decades, “Irish women had…
been stripped of their power, 
their rage, by our Taliban 
— the Catholic Church”. 
She doubled down on this 
by tweeting “photographic 
evidence of how bonkers 
things were”: a picture of 
Archbishop John Charles 
McQuaid blessing a hospital. 
 

❛❛Any 
comparison of the 
Catholic Church 
to the Taliban 
is not only to 
be condemned 
– it’s utterly 
fantastical” 

In case anyone needed a 
reminder, women and girls 
currently dread leaving 
their homes in Afghanistan 
and are largely banned from 
societal participation. The 
Taliban have a history of 
carrying out massacres, vio-
lent attacks and executions, 
human trafficking and cul-

tural genocide, to name but 
a few of their practices. Any 
comparison of the Catholic 
Church to the Taliban is not 
only to be condemned – it’s 
utterly fantastical.

The inducement of this 
fantasy is not without con-
sequences. Another recent 
anti-Catholic incident saw a 
group of people apparently 
belonging to the ‘Ire-
land needs Fatima’ group 
assaulted as they engaged 
in street preaching in Dub-
lin city centre. While legiti-
mate debate can be had 
about whether or not their 
method is good or effective, 
it should go without saying 
that they don’t deserve to 
be assaulted, even if what 
they have to say is unpleas-
ant to modern Irish ears.

The response to the assault, 
a video of which went viral? 
Nothing. It received no con-
demnation from the political 
or media class, who, you’d 
have to imagine, would have 
been tumbling over them-
selves to offer stern warnings 
had it been any other group 
assaulted by someone with 
any sort of association with 
the Church. As we’ve noted, 
though, if the Church is as bad 
– Taliban-like – as we say it is, 
an odd slap or a push about, 
while distasteful, is quite 
understandable. 

Harassment 
Meanwhile, the Church 
can’t even conduct its own 

affairs without harassment. 
Recent articles in a variety 
of publications highlight-
ing calls from bishops and 
other personalities for 
vocations have received 
overwhelmingly negative 
responses, rejoicing in the 
Church’s plight and con-
demning those who speak 
up on the Church’s behalf 
for trying to get others 
involved in, as they see it, a 
failing endeavour. The com-
ments are there for all to 
see, but I won’t quote them 
here due to their often 
unsavoury nature.

Catholics should not 
indulge in the so-called 
“persecution complex,” 
which sees hardships 
and difficulties targeting 
them around every corner, 
behind every decision made 
by Government. Life is dif-

ficult in different ways for 
everyone, and at the very 
least, Christ himself warned 
us that unjust treatment is 
part and parcel of follow-
ing him, and that we, like 
him, are expected to “turn 
the other cheek” rather 
than strike back with equal 
violence.

However, we do a dis-
service to truth if we don’t 
acknowledge that a spirit of 
anti-Catholicism is brewing 
among no small number 
of people here, and that 
significant efforts are being 
made to paint the Church 
as the source of all of our 
troubles, both past and 
present. Calling that out, 
in loving concern for what 
Ireland is missing out on 
in a relationship with God 
in his Church, is both right 
and just.
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The Dominican Order 
has long been asso-
ciated with the dis-
ciplined pursuit of 

truth, and the only tool we 
have for questing after truth 
is the question. With that 
in mind, it’s shameful and 
astonishing that, at times and 
in places, questions about 
God or about faith have been 
discouraged, and the mere 
memorisation of formulas or 
unquestioning obedience to 
commandments encouraged.

If we believe the Church’s 
commandments to be true, 
and God’s existence to be 
self-evident, we shouldn’t be 
afraid of questions, because 
“ask, and it will be given you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 
For every one who asks 
receives, and he who seeks 
finds, and to him who knocks 
it will be opened,” as Jesus 
says in the Gospel according 
to Matthew.

Human strivings
Not only are questions use-
ful in our human strivings 
for truth, they’re at the same 
time the manner by which the 
truth itself – God – draws us 
into deeper relationship with 
himself. Renowned preacher 
and author, Fr Timothy Rad-
cliffe OP and biblical scholar, 
Fr Lukasz Popko OP in their 
new book Questioning God 
set out to show that God’s 
revelation to humanity is 
not a one way affair, but a 
conversation with his people 
through which friendship and 
intimacy might be developed.

Choosing 18 biblical 
conversations that illustrate 
this point in a variety of ways, 
the authors were surprised to 
find that the conversations 
they’d chosen nearly all 
revolved around questions. 
From the first conversation in 
the Bible, when God inquires 
of Adam, “Where are you?” 
to the Resurrected Christ’s 
questioning of Peter: “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me 
more than these?”

In our modern times, it’s 
still very common for people 
to question God, or whatever 
other higher power they 
believe exists, when faced 
with the tragedy, trials and 

A new book  
aims to show us 
that questions 
rather than 
commandments 
bring us closer 
to God and one 
another, writes 
Jason Osborne

The conversations that bring 
us to the heart of God

mystery life necessarily 
entails. We seem to have lost 
the sense of being questioned 
by God in turn, however – 
which the Bible clearly lays 
out as one of the key ways in 
which God draws us out of 
ourselves.

One way
To discern whether or not this 
is the case, I asked the authors 
whether they believe the con-
versation with God has been 
somewhat one way lately 
(That is, we interrogate God 
and don’t hear what he has 
to say in turn) or whether the 
understanding of revelation 
as a monolithic command 
has killed this sense of “divine 
questioning”.

“I think it’s interesting. The 

title of the book deliberately 
has two meanings. God 
questions us, and we question 
God. So, I think at the heart 
of the book is the conviction 
that we can dare to draw 
near to God, questioning and 
being questioned. People 
often think that revelation 
is that you get a whole lot 
of commands and you’re 
just supposed to passively 
obey, but that doesn’t create 
for a profound relationship,” 
Fr Radcliffe tells The Irish 
Catholic newspaper.

“It’s much more of a 
deep, human relationship 
because we are open to 
being questioned and to 
question. We didn’t actually 
at the beginning, I think it’s 
true to say, Lukasz, expect 

that questions would be so 
prominent. But when we 
just looked at questions that 
we found, conversations that 
we found fun, and the book 
is supposed to be enjoyable, 
when we looked at these, 
it actually emerged that so 
many of the most stimulating 
ones begin and end with 
questions.” For his part, Fr 
Popko says that the point 
of revelation is not “to give 
us new data,” but rather to 
“create a relationship”.

“The point of  the 
revelation is not to give 
us new data, it’s not about 
two plus two makes four, 
but to create a relationship, 
that’s communion, that’s the 
point of meeting a person, 
ultimately – we’re not 

meeting a set of sentences, 
but the point of the Bible is 
to create relationship and 
to maintain the dialogue,” 
Fr Popko says, continuing, 
“I think the personal aim 
of the revelation presumes 
that it’s not only about a set 
of sentences you need to 
memorise or be obedient to – 
it’s not enough in Christianity. 
You need to have a personal 
relationship with God.”

Where the world’s ears 
often seem to have grown 
deaf to God, I ask them 
whether questioning, rather 
than commanding, can be a 
more effective route back to 
God, and whether promoting 
this notion was at least in part 
the motivation behind their 
new book.

Cancel culture
“You know, I think people 
are, in the West, very keen 
on questioning God…but 
there are plenty of things 
that they’re not questioning 
at all and they should, espe-
cially in the modern culture. 
We mentioned that there is 
cancel culture, but it’s eve-
rywhere. I mean, there are 
different mechanisms of not 
asking questions, even fun-
damental questions – like 
questions about God are also 
so dismissed....dismissed or 
made ridiculous or put aside 
as is the very attitude to 
awaken the question about 
God, or any question,” Fr 
Popko says.

“Sometimes people think, 

A Mass preceding a synodal gathering at the Vatican in 2021. Fr Radcliffe says that listening to what God has to say will be a vital part of a successful 
synod. Photo: CNS

Fr Timothy Radcliffe. Photo: CNS

❛❛Where the world’s 
ears often seem to 
have grown deaf 
to God, I ask them 
whether questioning, 
rather than 
commanding, can be 
a more effective route 
back to God”
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the question about God, or 
any question,” Fr Popko says.

“Sometimes people think, 
‘Oh, we have a problem with 
faith,’ but I would say we 
have a problem with faith 
because we have a problem 
with reason. People lose 
faith because, I would say, 
quite often they lose their 
reason, and the reasonable 
attitude, and follow easy, 
ideological, not even answers, 
but identities and they stop 
seeking for truth because they 
think they’ve found it.”

Fr Radcliffe says that the 
problem with our present 
age is one of “reductionism,” 
and this affects everything, 
including our questions and 
our conversations.

Finding God
“Whether it’s scientific reduc-
tionism, economic reduction-
ism, simplification – which 
goes with polarisation and 
trying to reduce things to the 
simplest categories – I think 
the illness of our time is not 
that we don’t believe in God 
so much as we lose all nuance, 
subtlety, complexity and I 
can engage, and happily talk 
to and learn from anybody 
who’s happy to engage with 
the complexity of human 
experience, seriously,” he 
says, adding, “then we will 
find God together”.

“The beauty, I think, of any 
conversation, conversations 
that Lukasz and I have, the 
conversations that we have 
with our friends and contacts 
is you don’t know where it’s 
going to go. You don’t know 
what it’s leading to, except 
for if you do believe, as 
we believe, that God is the 
fundamental meaning that 
we all search and hunger 
for, you do believe that in 
embarking on that search for 
truth and for meaning, you’re 
always taking a step towards 
God,” Fr Radcliffe says.

With the universal Church 
engaged in one big, synodal 
conversation at the moment, 
I ask what contribution their 
book on the very topic of 
conversation can make. Fr 
Radcliffe says he hopes that 
their book can make those 
involved in the synod aware 
that not only are they being 
given a chance to speak, 

but that they’re also being 
addressed.

Being heard
“I think a lot people will go to 
the synod saying, ‘I want to be 
heard’. And they will be. But 
there’s maybe a prior ques-
tion, which is, ‘When I go to 
the synod, will I be prepared 
to listen?’ One of the things 
that emerged, which Lukasz 
and I both found, what’s 
fundamental about being a 
human being is that we’re 
addressed. We’re addressed 
by God, who calls us by name. 
We’re addressed by each 
other. I don’t think we have 
anything to say until we learn 
the vulnerable, patient art of 
listening,” Fr Radcliffe says.

“What we’re hoping is that 
it will model, in a very, small, 
terribly modest way, it will 
model how you listen. That 
means you don’t listen just 
to what somebody says, you 
listen to what they’re trying 
to say. You listen to what 
they’re afraid to hear. You 
listen to what they don’t even 
dare mention.”

Silence, then, has an 
important part to play in the 
upcoming synodal gathering 
in Rome, and any future 
synodal events, for it’s in 
silence that we not only come 
to hear and know God, but 
in which we come to know 
ourselves, too.

“If I have difficulty 
listening to my brother, I have 
difficulty listening to myself, 
or to God...I think it’s [silence] 
a very precious experience,” 
Fr Popko says.

“Nowadays, because we 
have technology filling all 
this space and it’s so easy to 
fill it, people do not listen to 
themselves,” and so “being 
in touch with oneself is often 
lost”.

“People, we, because I’m 
part of it too, because we don’t 
know who we are because 
you don’t listen to yourself, 
you don’t know what you are, 
you’re easily manipulated. 
You’re told what to feel, 
you’re told what to think and 
you’re told how to behave 
and that’s why I think people 
go crazy about identity, self-
identification,” he says.

“Why in the past wasn’t 
this a problem? I think, and 

it’s not that people didn’t 
know who they were – they 
knew. They gave more time 
for that. To teach themselves 
and to listen to themselves, to 
understand themselves.”

Not keen to end on 
a negative note, but an 
important point to touch 
upon, I ask the authors 
which trends – particularly 
in the western world – they 
see inhibiting the sort of 
conversations, the sort of 
listening their book advocates 
so powerfully for. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, “cancel 
culture” features prominently 
in their answer.

Insecurity
“Cancellation culture, and 
I think that is symptomatic 
of fear and insecurity where 
you dare not listen. Trigger 
warnings. You can’t read Mac-
beth now without a trigger 
warning…a trigger warning, 
somebody’s going to die and 
you may need counselling 
to face it,” Fr Radcliffe says, 
warning that, “we’re raising 
people with deep insecurity 
and we give them security, 
not, I think in the end, by pro-
tecting them from everything 
that will hurt. We give them 
security by knowing that 
they’re promised a life and a 
flourishing beyond hurt”. 

“One of my brethren, 
Herbert McCabe, who lived 
about 10 feet away [from 
here], used to say, if you love, 
you will get hurt, and you 
will die, but if you don’t love, 
you’re dead already. For us, 
the Risen Lord is wounded. 
He shows his wounds. So we 
have to form young people, 
and ourselves because we’re 
all in the same boat, not to be 
afraid of getting hurt, because 
if you dare to get hurt, in hope 
and in love, you’ll flourish. But 
if you protect yourself from 
every possible injury and 
danger and rejection, then 
you’re dead already.”

What prevents us from 
having the most edifying, truly 
enlightening conversations, 
Fr Popko suggests simply, is 
sin.

“Ultimately our deepest 
vocation is to be able to 
receive, and be received 
by, God, another person...
if I imagine the ideal 

Fr Łukasz Popko. Photo: École Biblique et Archéologique

conversation, I still hope it’s 
ahead of me because you 
imagine [yourself] to be 
understood totally…It’s really 
theological in my head, the 
ultimate conversation. What 
impedes us, I would say, is 
sin. It’s as simple as that. 
Sin can touch anything – the 
deepest fears we have or lack 
of charity and hope, so I really 
would identify it with that.”

Both men are aware, 
though, that Christian 

conversations proceed with 
the end in mind – that we’re 
called to be saints, and that 
our ultimate home is heaven, 
where we will enjoy the final, 
unending and all-revealing 
conversation face to face 
with the one who made us. As 
such, our conversations here 
and now flow from that place, 
from the awareness that “we 
are the richest,” for knowing 
God, as Fr Popko puts it.

“If I think, what is the 

function of Christians in 
this world, because we are 
the richest – you know, I 
know that I’m loved by God, 
I should be the person who 
in this world is able to show 
that such conversation is 
possible. This is my function 
of being a Christian, in a way. I 
received so much, the start of 
a conversation for a Christian 
should be somewhere there, 
because it ends in heaven,” he 
finishes.

❛❛What prevents 
us from having 
the most edifying, 
truly enlightening 
conversations, Fr 
Popko suggests 
simply, is sin”
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Family fun during Knock shrine novena
Staff reporter 
There was delight among young pilgrims at Knock shrine who 
enjoyed a special ‘Family Day’ on Sunday, during the Knock 
novena. 

Families enjoyed a range of free indoor and outdoor activi-
ties. These included a puppet show, music, kite-making and 
kite-flying, face painting, dance and more. Families also enjoyed 
the ice cream, crepe and burger vans close at hand. 

Photos: Jana Jurakova
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Thousands of people trav-
elled to Knock shrine for 
each day of the popular 
annual national novena to 

Our Lady of Knock which ran from 
August 14-22. 

Over the course of the nine-day 
novena, pilgrims heard from a vari-
ety of guest speakers who offered 
insights into a variety of topics 
including personal faith stories and 
how the Faithful can respond to a 
changing world. The theme this year 
was ‘Caring for Creation’.

Thousands swarm to Knock 
for national Novena

Chai Brady

A blessing from Archbishop Luis Mariano Montemayor, 
Papal Nuncio to Ireland, who also delivered a speech at 
the novena. Photos: Sinéad Mallee

Calvary procession.

Candlelight procession.

Mary’s Meals Mass on August 15. One of the novena speakers, Paula McKeown, director of 
Living Church in the Diocese of Down and Connor.

Schola choir.
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Hundreds of pilgrims 
flocked to the Holy Rosary 
shrine on the Lee Road in 
Cork for the 72nd year to 

mark the Feast Day of the Assump-
tion last week.

Bishop emeritus of Cork and Ross. 
John Buckley. was the chief celebrant 
of the Mass, which only returned 
this year – the last pilgrimage occur-
ring in 2019 – after the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Tradition
One of the preachers at the event, Fr 
Marius O’Reilly of St Peter and Paul’s 
parish, told The Irish Catholic that “it 
was great, it was very encouraging 
to see so many people after Covid 
continuing this tradition”.

Attendees walked from the Sacred 
Heart church on Western Road to the 
shrine. The Butter Exchange Band 
provided hymns during the Mass.

Fr O’Reilly said he believes about 
500 people were in attendance and it 
was the biggest crowd in the last five 
to 10 years, adding “it seems that it’s 
here for a while and it seems people 
are getting into these traditions even 
more, and realising the importance”. 

Chai Brady

Hundreds attend annual Lee 
Road shrine Mass in Cork

Bishop emeritus John Buckley of the Diocese of Cork and Ross with members of the 
Shrine Committee after Mass, this devotion is now in its 72th year. 

Bishop emeritus John Buckley with priests from the Diocese of Cork and Ross who 
concelebrated Mass at the Lee Road shrine on the Feast of Our Lady of the Assumption. 

Colette Fitzpatrick, Shrine Committee, and Paddy O’Brien, PRO.

Seated at the table is Deputy Lord Mayor Cllr John Sheehan with 
his wife Ademar Sheehan and sister Geraldine (left), attending the 

annual devotions for the feast of Our Lady of the Assumption at the 
Holy Rosary Shrine, Lee Road, Cork. Photos: Tony O’Connell, PRO.
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Out&About
Killaloe keen on prayerful pilgrimage

INSHORT

Charity offers 
supports for children 
returning to school
An Irish children’s charity are aiming to help 
young people returning to school, as well as 
those transitioning from primary to second-
ary school.

The Irish Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (ISPCC) have highlighted 
their ‘Smart Moves’ resource. The charity said 
they are aware of the “many concerns” that 
children and young people have about going 
back to school and children tell them their 
worries, from fitting in with new friendship 
groups to getting used to a new teacher, jug-
gling extracurricular activities and meeting 
expectations of family, friends and school.

In a statement, the charity said that in rec-
ognising the challenges and anxiety around 
these transitions, ISPCC offers Smart Moves 
which they describe as a free, resilience and 
evidence-based programme for fifth- and 
sixth-class pupils. It also has a secondary 
school programme which supports young 
people as they begin their journey in second-
ary school. 

The Smart Moves programme is teacher-

led and includes short lessons covering top-
ics from friendship to problem-solving to 
sleep difficulties. Niamh Clarke of ISPCC said 
that: “Smart Moves is based on the resilience 
framework and looks to build lifelong cop-
ing skills for young people. Having resilience 
does not mean you will not face challenges. 
However, it gives ability to endure these chal-
lenges and bounce back.”

DONEGAL: The Faithful from the Diocese of Killaloe pictured on their August pilgrimage to Lough Derg with Bishop Fintan Monahan. They met the prior of Lough Derg Fr La Flynn.

DONEGAL: Some of the Faithful from the Diocese of Killaloe pictured on their August 
pilgrimage to Lough Derg.

DONEGAL: Mary McDaid is pictured following her retirement from her dedicated work on 
renowned pilgrimage site Lough Derg for 36 years. Her responsibilities were carried out alongside 
a teaching job in Enniskillen, leaving there each afternoon for the month of June and then living on 
the island for the months of July and August. 
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TYRONE: Seamstress Brigid Conway who made the new 
monstrance veil (centre), pictured with Alice Keenan who 
commissioned the veil in St Patrick’s Church, Greencastle. 
Photo: Fr Roland Colhoun.

LONGFORD: There were emotional scenes at St Mel’s 
cathedral at the return of Rose of Tralee Grace Kemple 
(with all the other Roses) to where she was baptised. 
Fr Michael McGrath was on hand to welcome the 
international group of Roses. Photos: Tiernan Dolan.

CARLOW: Bishop Denis Nulty of Kildare and Leighlin diocese joined the Carlow Poor 
Clare sisters in celebrating the Feast of St Clare along with Fr John Dunphy, Fr Yanbo 
Chen SVD, Fr Francis and two newly arrived sisters to the community from Lusaka in 
Zambia – Sr Mary Agnes and Sr Choolwe.

LOUTH: Bishop Michael Router joined parishioners in St Michael’s Church in Darver, 
Castlebellingham for Mass on the Feast of the Assumption. 
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KILKENNY: Bishop Niall Coll of the Diocese of Ossory awards Bridie Bergin with a 
Benemerenti medal for her many years of dedicated service in Callan parish.

CLARE: Choir members are pictured at the Church of St Imy, Killimer parish, after the 
unveiling of a newly commissioned painting of St Imy.
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Events deadline is a week in 
advance of publication

Edited by Chai Brady
Chai@irishcatholic.ie

ANTRIM 
Eucharistic adoration takes 

place 10am-7pm every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
in St Peter’s Cathedral’s 
adoration chapel. 

 ARMAGH 
 On Sunday August 27 at 

11am, Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan (Archbishop of 
New York) will celebrate 
a Mass of thanksgiving 
in Armagh Cathedral to 
mark the cathedral’s 150th 
anniversary. 

 An outdoor festival for 
families is to take place 
in the Shambles Yard 
on Thursday, August 24, 
from 5-7pm. It will include 
music and a wide range of 
entertainment for families 
throughout the diocese and 
beyond.  

 Eucharistic adoration takes 
place in St Clare’s Chapel, 
Cavan Town parish, from 
11am-7pm daily. 

CLARE 
Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament takes place 
daily 3-7pm, with Benedic-
tion and evening prayer at 
5.30pm on Sundays in the 
Poor Clare’s oratory. 

CORK 
Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament takes place in 
Skibbereen every Monday 
and Friday from 10am-6pm 
each day.

Rosary followed by Divine 
Mercy devotions take 
place at 8pm every night 
year-round at the Grotto in 
‘Carraig an Aifreann’ Mass 
rock, Glenville. 

DERRY 
The Sr Clare Crockett rosary 

takes place every Mon-
day night, at 8.30pm, in 
St Joseph’s Room, at the 
Carmelite Retreat Centre, 
Termonbacca. 

Beginning on Thursday, Sep-
tember 14, 7.30-8.30pm, 
the Carmelite Retreat 
Centre, Termonbacca, will 
host a monthly talk on dif-
ferent elements of the faith. 
The talks will be led by Fr 
Cajetan Ikedi Apeh OCD 
and are open to everyone 
aged 18 and above. For 
more information call: 0044 
(0)28 7126 2512 or 0044 
(0)79 3312 3633.

The talks are aimed at leading 
the participants towards 
personal development 
through meditative prayer 
and convivial discussions of 
the Church doctrines.

Buncrana parish is to host 
a family fun day on the 
grounds of Scoil Mhuire on 
Sunday, August 27, from 
3-6pm. 

DOWN 
 The Blessed Sacrament 

is exposed in Newry 
Cathedral every Thursday 
from 5-9pm, on Saturday 
after 10.30am Mass until 
5.30pm and Sunday from 
after the 12 noon Mass 
until 5.30pm. 

DUBLIN 
Beginning Experience, a sup-

port group for those coping 
with the pain of loss of their 
life partner, through death, 
separation or divorce, to 
host ‘Coping with Life Alone 
Programme’ on Saturday 
September 16, in Carmel-
ite Community Centre, 56 
Aungier St, Dublin 2, D02 
T258. 

FERMANAGH  
Adoration of the Blessed Sac-

rament takes place after 
10am Mass until 1pm each 
Tuesday in St Michael’s 
Church, Enniskillen during 
July and August. 

GALWAY 
 Eucharistic Adoration takes 

place on Saturday evenings 
from 7-8pm and on Monday 
evenings from 6-9pm in 
Galway Cathedral.

KERRY 
Bishop Ray Browne will 

celebrate Pattern Day 
Mass at Our Lady’s Well 
and Grotto in Ballyheigue 
on Friday September 8 at 
11am.

KILDARE 
Mass for the African Com-

munity is celebrated in St 
Brigid’s Parish Church on 
the third Sunday of each 
month. 

KILKENNY  
St John’s Parish Scripture 

group meets in the 
presbytery at 7.30pm 
each Thursday to reflect 
on Scripture texts for the 
following Sunday’s  
Mass.  

LAOIS 
Eucharistic Adoration takes 

place in St Michael’s 
Church, Portarlington after 
10am Mass each Tuesday, 
with rosary at 7pm followed 
by prayers to the Holy 
Face. The rosary is prayed 
each night at 7pm live on 
the webcam. 

LEITRIM 
Daily rosary at 6pm in St 

Joseph’s Church, Leitrim 
Village. 

LOUTH 
St Peter’s parish youth group 

for young people between 
the ages of 13-17, meet 
in the family room at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Hardmans Gardens, 
Drogheda for fun, faith and 
friendship every first and 
third Friday of each month 
from 5-6.30pm. Contact 
Sr Jacinta MMM on 089 
987 7046 or Clare 086 850 
8955. 

MEATH 
Navan parish novena in 

honour of the Sacred 
Heart takes place Fridays 
in St Oliver’s Church 
with 7.30pm Mass and 
devotions. 

MONAGHAN  
Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament takes place 
every Tuesday from 2-4pm 
in Muckno parish, St Mary’s 
Church. 

ROSCOMMON 
Eucharistic adoration takes 

place the first Friday of 
each month in Drumboylan 
Church (Ardcarne Parish) 
from 9am-10pm. 

TIPPERARY 
A Medjugorje prayer night 

takes place the second 
Thursday of every month 
in Glencomeragh house, 
beginning with the rosary 
at 8pm during which 
confessions will be avail-
able, followed by Mass, 
adoration and prayers for 
healing. 

TYRONE 
A service of blessing with 

rosary will take place in 
Killyclogher graveyard on 
Sunday, September 3, at 
1pm. Graves will  
be blessed at Knockmoyle 
Sunday, September 10, 
directly after 10am Mass, 
and at Mountfield on 
Sunday, September 3, 
directly after 10am  
Mass. 

WATERFORD 
A Divine Mercy prayer group 

meets in the Church of the 
Sacred Heart, the Folly, 
Waterford City, every Friday 
from 3-3.45pm. Mass is 
celebrated every first Friday 
at 3pm. 

 
CORK: As part of the “Year of Prayer for Diocesan Priesthood”, Bishop Michael celebrated 
Mass at St Brigid Shrine Faughart on August 15th at 7pm.
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World Report
US Carmelites may be excommunicated 
after public rejection of bishop’s authority
Bishop Michael F. Olson of 
Fort Worth, Texas, said August 
19 that a community of Car-
melites in his diocese, and 
their prioress in particular, 
may have incurred excom-
munication after posting a 
letter online on August 18 
saying their community no 
longer recognises his author-
ity, claiming that he has 
interfered with and humili-
ated them since initiating an 
investigation into their prior-
ess in late April.

In his statement to the 
Faithful, Bishop Olson noted 
that many people, including 
himself, have relied on the 
prayers of the Carmelites of 
the Monastery of the Most 
Holy Trinity in Arlington, and 
that the nuns’ rejection of 
his authority as bishop and 
pontifical commissary “has 
hurt me as a friend and as the 
bishop because of the deep 
wound this has cut in our 
unity as the Diocese of Fort 
Worth”.

“Thus, it is with deep sor-
row that I must inform the 
Faithful of the Diocese of Fort 
Worth, that Mother Teresa 
Agnes, thereby, may have 
incurred upon herself latae 
sententiae, ( i.e., by her own 
schismatic actions), excom-
munication. The other nuns, 
depending on their complic-
ity in Mother Teresa Agnes’ 
publicly, scandalous and 
schismatic actions could pos-
sibly have incurred the same 
latae sententiae excommuni-
cation,” Bishop Olson said in 
his statement.

In their 1,120-word state-

ment from the “Reverend 
Mother Prioress and Chap-
ter,” posted August 18 to their 
website’s homepage, the nuns 
said, “In recent months, our 
Monastery in general and our 
Mother Prioress in particu-
lar have been subjected to 
unprecedented interference, 
intimidation, aggression, pri-
vate and public humiliation 
and spiritual manipulation as 
the direct result of the atti-
tudes and ambitions of the 
current Bishop of Fort Worth 
in respect of our Reverend 
Mother Prioress, ourselves 
and of our property”.

The nuns said that due to 
the bishop’s alleged treat-
ment of them, they “no longer 

recognise the authority of, 
and can have no further rela-
tions with, the current Bishop 
of Fort Worth or his officials, 
and forbid him or any of his 
officials or representatives to 
enter our monastery property 
or to have any contact or rela-
tions with the monastery or 
any of its nuns or novices. No 
one who abuses us as has the 
current Bishop of Fort Worth, 
has any right to our coopera-
tion or obedience”.

In late April, Bishop Olson 
initiated an investigation 
under Church law of the com-
munity’s prioress, Reverend 
Mother Teresa Agnes Gerlach 
of Jesus Crucified, into allega-
tions of her breaking chastity 

vows via “video chat” with a 
priest.

In the August 18 state-
ment, the Carmelites said that 
they “remain utterly faithful 
to the doctrine of the Catholic 
Church and to affirm that the 
Pope and the Bishop of Fort 
Worth, whomever they are 
today or whomever they may 
be in the future, shall always 
be prayed for in this monas-
tery, most especially in the 
Canon of the Mass”.

Acknowledging that they 
can “expect much rhetoric 
to the contrary, maybe even 
sanctions,” the sisters empha-
sised they “are breaking Com-
munion with no one”.

IN BRIEF

Vatican Secretary of State 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin in 
his recent visit to South 
Sudan urged the people 
of God in the east-central 
African country to continue 
to work toward building  
a  u n i te d  n a t i o n  by 
embracing a spirit of peace 

and reconciliation.
S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 

media after his meeting 
with South Sudan President 
Salva Kiir Mayardit on 
Monday, August 14, Cardinal 
Parolin underscored the 
importance of peace and 
reconciliation in building a 

stable country.
“Embrace the spirit of 

peace and reconciliation in 
order to build a harmonious 
society in the country,” said 
Cardinal Parolin, who was in 
the country for a four-day 
official visit, in his address 
in Juba.

He urged South Sudanese 
leaders to fully implement 
the Revitalised Agreement 
on the Resolution of the 
Conflict in South Sudan 
(R-ARCSS), which was signed 
in 2018 to end the country’s 
civil war and to sustain last-
ing peace in the country.

In Lebanon, Christian leaders gathered 
for an evening of prayer for Iraq and the 
beleaguered Chaldean Catholic Church. 

“Our Church in Iraq is going through 
difficult circumstances,” Chaldean 
Bishop Michel Kassarji of Beirut said at 
the August 12 solidarity prayer gathering 
at the Chaldean Cathedral of Archangel 
Raphael in Baabda, outside of Beirut, 
with representation by patriarchs, bish-
ops and priests from Catholic and Ortho-
dox Churches.

“We will not surrender and the Lord 
is the one who protects us. Spread your 
light, O Lord, and bless us, bless our 

shepherds, bless your priests and your 
consecrated people who carry the good 
news of your Gospel, bless Iraq and its 
people, bless the Chaldean Church, bless 
Lebanon, bless our countries,” Bishop 
Kassarji said. 

“God placed us on this holy land, the 
land of Abraham the Prophet, the land 
of Ur of the Chaldeans,” Bishop Kassarji 
said, in reference to Iraq, where the roots 
of the Chaldean Church go back to the 
early Christian centuries. 

The prayer appeal follows the 
announcement in July by Cardinal Louis 
Sako, patriarch of Chaldean Catholics in 

Iraq, to withdraw from the patriarchal 
see in Baghdad and relocate to a monas-
tery in the Kurdistan region. 

That voluntary departure from the 
patriarchal headquarters follows the 
decision of Iraqi President Abdul Latif 
Rashid, who revoked a decree that for-
mally recognised the cardinal as Chal-
dean patriarch in the country. 

A decree of 2013 by President Rashid’s 
predecessor granted this authority to 
Cardinal Sako. He was appointed patri-
arch in 2013 and elevated to cardinal by 
Pope Francis in 2018.

Solidarity for Iraqi Christians expressed in Beirut prayer service

Vatican urges South Sudanese to remain committed to peace

l  As India celebrated its 
77th Independence Day 
marking freedom from 
colonial British rule on 
August 15, the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of 
India (CBCI) asserted the 
patriotism of Christians and 
called for “resolving internal 
challenges with empathy, 
understanding, and unity”.

“India’s journey to 
freedom was not solely 
forged on the battlefield but 
also through unwavering 

determination, sacrifices, 
and visionary leadership 
from those of diverse 
backgrounds, including 
the Christian community,” 
the CBCI said in a press 
release.

Though British 
imperialism spread in 
India when the East India 
Company began trading 
there in the 17th Century, 
the British Parliament took 
total control over the Indian 
subcontinent in 1858

l  As Slovenia recovers from catastrophic flooding, Catholic 
aid workers told OSV News the nation is showing “exceptional 
solidarity”. 

Record rainfall earlier this month killed at least six and 
caused massive damage to homes and infrastructure in two-
thirds of the country. 

Prime Minister Robert Golob has called the flooding “the 
worst national disaster in Slovenia’s (recent) history,” with 
damage estimated at some  $500 million (€459 million). 

Current estimates show that more than 4,000 households 
were “seriously affected” by the flooding, Mojca Kepic of Caritas 
Slovenia (Slovenska Karitas) told OSV News. 

“At least 121 houses are completely destroyed, 2,733 badly 
damaged, the rest have flooded basements and destroyed 
infrastructure,” said Ms Kepic in an email to OSV News.

l  An Alabama priest disgraced after abandoning his parish to 
travel to Italy with an 18-year-old woman described himself as 
“married” to her in a Valentine’s Day letter. 

Fr Alex Crow (30) and the unnamed woman are believed 
to have left Mobile unannounced on July 24 and have been 
located in Italy. 

In a separate letter, Fr Crow indicated he believed that 
Jesus had told him and the young women to leave, and 
planned to remain a priest. 

Fr Crow had been a parochial vicar at Corpus Christi 
Parish in Mobile and left behind a letter to the Archdiocese of 
Mobile stating that he would never return to the United States, 
according to the Mobile County Sheriff’s Office. 

The sheriff’s office has been investigating whether a crime 
has occurred. 

A spokesperson for the sheriff’s office said that there are 
currently no criminal charges against Fr Crow, but the office 
is investigating the nature of the relationship and whether the 
woman has been manipulated or coerced.

l  The Vatican investment office made €32.27 million in profit 
in 2022 and contributed the entire amount to the Vatican’s 
operating budget, said Bishop Nunzio Galantino, president of 
the Administration of the Patrimony of the Holy See. 

The profit was close to €6 million less than what the 
investments earned in 2021, the bishop said in the annual 
report of the administration, which is known by its Italian 
acronym, APSA, and controls most of the Vatican’s portfolio, 
including real estate. 

“Transparency of numbers, achievements and defined 
procedures is one of the tools we have at our disposal to 
ward off – at least in those who are free of preconceptions – 
unfounded suspicions regarding the extent of the Church’s 
assets, its administration or the fulfilment of the duties of 
justice, such as payment of due taxes and other tributes,” the 
bishop wrote in his introduction to the 104-page report, which 
was published in early August.

Indian bishops reiterate 
Christians’ patriotism

Slovenians showing ‘exceptional 
solidarity’ after floods

Alabama priest who absconded 
with teen believes it is ‘Jesus’ will’

Vatican reports €32 million 
profit for 2022

Sr Teresa Agnes Gerlach, of Jesus Crucified, former prioress of the Monastery of the Most 
Holy Trinity in Arlington, Texas, and Bishop Michael F. Olson of Fort Worth are pictured in an 
undated combination photo. Photo: OSV News/courtesy Matthew Bobo/Bob Roller
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Pope meets president of 
Madagascar
● While many Vatican offi cials and employees were 
enjoying a traditional August break from work, Pope Francis 
welcomed President Andry Rajoelina of Madagascar to the 
Vatican for a private meeting.

According to the Vatican press offi ce, the two spoke 
alone for 20 minutes August 17 in the library of the Apostolic 
Palace.

After President Rajoelina introduced his entourage to 
the Pope, Pope Francis led the group to a table holding 
the small model ship Mr Rajoelina had given him in 
Madagascar in 2019. The group posed for a photo there, 
the press offi ce said.

Then the Pope led his guests to a statue of Mary given 
to him by the country’s bishops; with the Pope, the group 
recited the Hail Mary, the press offi ce said.

Pope Francis gave the president a bronze sculpture of a 
dove on a grapevine with the message “Be messengers of 
peace” inscribed on its base.

President Rajoelina gave the Pope a painting of a scene 
of rural life and a large game of Madagascar Solitaire, 
sometimes also called marble solitaire.

Vatican merges two 
dioceses in Japan
● Pope Francis this week merged the Diocese of 
Takamatsu with the Metropolitan Archdiocese of Osaka in 
Japan.

Cardinal Thomas Aquino Manyo Maeda, archbishop of 
Osaka since 2014, was named on August 15 as the fi rst 
archbishop of the new Archdiocese of Osaka-Takamatsu. 
The last bishop of the Diocese of Takamatsu, John Eijiro 
Suwa, died in 2022.

The two territories are on different islands: Takamatsu is 
on Japan’s Shikoku Island while Osaka is on Honshu. They 
are connected by water through the Osaka Bay and Seto 
Inland Sea or by land by crossing Awaji Island, already part 
of the territory of the former Archdiocese of Osaka.

The new archdiocese has just 51,413 Catholics, less 
than a third of 1% of the area’s 19 million inhabitants.

The Catholic Church in Japan has 15 dioceses. 
According to the latest available Vatican statistics, Catholics 
make up just .5% of the population in the largely secular 
country. Approximately half of these Catholics are foreign 
nationals let into the country as temporary workers in 
unskilled jobs

Vatican Vatican 
rounduproundup

● On the feast of Mary’s 
assumption into heaven, 
Pope Francis entrusted 
to her people’s prayers 
for peace, especially in 
Ukraine. 

“The din of weapons 
drowns out attempts at 
dialogue,” the Pope told an 
estimated 10,000 people 
gathered in St Peter’s 
Square August 15 to pray 
the Angelus with him. 

“The law of force 
prevails over the force of 
law” and respect for human 
rights, “but we must not 
be discouraged,” the Pope 
said. 

“Let’s continue to hope 
and pray because it is God, 
it is he who guides history. 
May he hear us.” 

While the Catholic 
Church celebrates the feast 
of Mary’s assumption, body 
and soul, into heaven, 
the day’s Gospel reading 
focused the Visitation, 
Mary’s decision to rush to 
visit her cousin Elizabeth 
when she heard the older 
woman also was expecting. 

The passage also 
includes the Magnifi cat, 
when Mary praises the 
greatness of God and all 
he has done for her. “Mary 
ascends, and the word of 
God reveals to us what 
characterised her as she 
does so: service to her 
neighbour and praise to 
God,” Pope Francis told 
people in the square.

Pope entrusts prayers for 
peace to Mary assumed 
into heaven

Ortega regime shuts down 
Jesuit university in Nicaragua
The Jesuit-run Central Amer-
ican University in Managua 
suspended operations August 
16 after Nicaraguan authori-
ties branded the school a 
“centre of terrorism” the pre-
vious day and froze its assets 
for confiscation – actions 
marking an escalation in the 
regime’s repression of the 
Catholic Church and its chari-
table and educational projects

The Jesuit province in 
Central America immedi-
ately rebuked the terrorism 
accusations as “false and 
unfounded,” saying in an 
August 16 statement, “The 
de facto confiscation of the 
(university) is the price to 
pay for seeking a more just 
society, protecting life, truth 
and freedom for the Nicara-

guan people in accordance 
with the (school) slogan, ‘The 
truth will set you free’”

The accusations against 
the school, known locally as 
UCA, “form part of a series of 
unjustified attacks against the 
Nicaraguan population and 
other educational and social 
institutions of civil society – 
and are generating a climate 
of violence and insecurity 
and worsening the country’s 
social-political crisis”

UCA confirmed in a state-
ment to the university com-
munity that the country’s 
10th district court – which 
accused the school of “organ-
ising criminal groups” – had 
ordered its assets seized and 
handed over to “the State of 
Nicaragua, which will guaran-

tee the continuity of all edu-
cational programs”.

Auxiliary Bishop Sil-
vio José Baez of Managua, 
currently exiled in Miami, 
called the “confiscation” 
of UCA by the Sandinista 
dictatorship “unjust,” “ille-
gal” and “outrageous”.
“They demonstrate their con-
tempt for intellectual free-
dom, quality education and 
critical thinking. Every day 
they sink deeper into their 
irrationality, their wickedness 
and their fear,” he wrote on X, 
formerly known as Twitter

The National Council of 
Universities issued a state-
ment August 16, saying it 
would “work to guarantee 
educational continuity for the 
undergraduate and graduate 

students’ of the extinct UCA”. 
The council told students to 
await details on resuming 
classes.

“The seizure of Central 
American University, a sym-
bol of academic excellence 
and hope for the future in 
Nicaragua, represents further 
erosion of democratic norms 
and a stifling of civic space by 
Ortega-Murillo. We will con-
tinue to stand up for Nicara-
guans’ fundamental rights,” 
US Assistant Secretary for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs, 
Brian Nichols, said on X.

On August 9, the bank 
accounts of the country’s Jes-
uit university were frozen – a 
move now proved only antic-
ipating the complete closure 
of its premises.

Jesuit provincial: ‘I wouldn’t have joined’ if I’d known about abuse
In the wake of the sexual abuse of 
minors scandal that broke out in April 
involving various members of the Soci-
ety of Jesus in Bolivia, the country’s 
provincial superior, Fr Bernardo Mer-
cado, said that not even if he “were 
crazy” would he have entered the Jesuit 
order if he had known the real situa-
tion involving those members accused 
of pederasty.

The priest was interviewed recently 

by the special commission for the inves-
tigation of crimes of sexual abuse taking 
place in ecclesial environments recently 
created by the Bolivian Chamber of Sena-
tors, ATB Digital media reported. 

Referring to the numerous Jesuits 
accused of sexual abuse, Fr Mercado 
said: “Personally, for me they were great 
missionaries.”

The Jesuit provincial made the com-
parison to the members of the com-

mission: “It’s as if [growing up] I were 
looking at you [senators] and one day I 
wanted to be like you.”

“At no time did I see [the Jesuits 
involved] with these characteristics that 
we are putting on them today,” he said in 
reference to the paedophilia.

“If I had known, not even if I were 
crazy would I become a Jesuit,” he 
remarked.

Following in the footsteps of her heavenly mother…

A girl is pictured in traditional clothing during an outdoor Mass on the feast of the Assumption of Mary in Perros-Guirec, 
France, August 15. Photo: OSV News/Benoit Tessier, Reuters

Edited by Jason Osborne
Jason@irishcatholic.ie
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LetterfromRome

Cindy Wooden

Pope Francis continually 
calls Catholics to go to the 
“peripheries,” and that is 
exactly what he will do 

August 31 when he boards a plane 
to Mongolia.

Bordering both Russia and China, 
Mongolia is one of the few coun-
tries St John Paul II did not manage 
to visit, although plans were well 
underway for such a visit in 2003 
when the well-travelled Polish 
pope also had hoped to make a brief 
“technical stop” in Kazan, Russia, 
to return to the Russian Orthodox 
Church the famed icon of Our Lady 
of Kazan.

St John Paul’s failing health, the 
Russian Orthodox patriarch’s lack 
of enthusiasm and the logistical 
challenges of a very small Catholic 
community hosting a papal visit 
all contributed to the plan being 
scratched.

Pope Francis
Pope Francis, who is scheduled to 
be in Mongolia September 1-4, will 
visit a Catholic community that has 
grown from fewer than 200 mem-
bers in 2003 to some 1,450 today.

When St John Paul missed the 
trip, he sent a cardinal to ordain the 
first bishop for the Apostolic Pre-
fecture of Ulaanbaatar, the jurisdic-
tion – smaller than a diocese – that 
continues to cover the entire nation. 
Mongolia now has its own cardinal, 
the 49-year-old Cardinal Giorgio 
Marengo, who has served as a mis-
sionary in Mongolia for more than 
20 years.

While in Rome in mid-July for a 
conference on catechesis, Cardinal 
Marengo said “whisper” was the 
best verb to describe missionary 
activity in Mongolia.

Whispering is a “means of pro-
found and respectful communica-
tion, which can occur only in the 
context of a relationship of friend-
ship,” he said. “One does not whisper 
to the first person (he meets) on the 
street; otherwise, you will be taken 
for a fool. You whisper to a friend, to 
a person you love.”

Mongolia
Mongolia, with 3.3 million inhabit-
ants, is a sparsely populated country 
of vast distances where Soviet-influ-
enced communist rule lasted close 
to 70 years and included the harsh 
suppression of religion, including 
the killing of Buddhist monks.

According to the US State Depart-
ment, in the country’s national 
census in 2020, more than 40% of 
Mongolians said they had no reli-
gious identity. Of the 60% percent 
who said they were religious, some 
87% said they were Buddhist, just 

over 5% were Muslim, 4% followed 
traditional Mongolian religion, usu-
ally referred to as “shamanism,” and 
just over 2% were Christians.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  F i d e s , 
the news agency of the Dicast-
ery for Evangelisation, the small 
Catholic community counts two 
Mongolia-born priests. It has nine 
churches and chapels – including a 
ger (sometimes referred to as a yurt) 
and a cathedral of brick and mor-
tar modelled after the traditional 
Mongolian dwelling. The people are 
served by 30 women religious and 
25 religious-order priests from a 
variety of countries.

Close to 28% of the population 
lives below the national poverty line, 
according to the Asian Development 
Bank.

Cardinal Marengo told Fides in 
August that about 70% of the Catho-
lic Church’s time and resources in 
Mongolia are devoted to charity and 
social activities, including running 

day-care centres, a trade school, 
homes for orphaned or homeless 
children and soup kitchens.

Pope Francis’ last appointment 
in Mongolia is scheduled to be a 
meeting September 4 with charity 
workers and the inauguration of the 
House of Mercy, which will house 
a shelter for women and children 
escaping domestic abuse and offer 
temporary housing to migrants 
forced to return to Mongolia.

Migration
The UN International Organisation 
for Migration country report for 
Mongolia estimates one in 11 Mon-
golians are living outside the coun-
try, and those leaving tend to be 
young, educated and skilled.

But the organisation also drew 
attention to “internal migration,” 
people leaving their traditionally 
nomadic lives as herders and mov-
ing into the city. The population of 
Ulaanbaatar, now estimated at 1.6 

million people – half the country’s 
population – is more than double 
what it was in 2000. The urban influx 
has been pushed by a search for eco-
nomic opportunities, particularly in 
light of fast-growing desertification 
from climate change and overgraz-
ing and environmental degradation 
caused by mining for coal, copper, 
gold and other minerals.

The situation is a perfect setting 
for Pope Francis to talk about the 
importance of “integral ecology” as 
proposed by Catholic social teach-
ing, recognising how the preserva-
tion of the natural environment 
also means preserving Mongolian 
culture, the dignity of its people and 
their livelihoods.

Local tradition
In showing respect for his hosts 
and encouraging the small Mon-
golian Catholic flock, Pope Francis 
will need to honour traditional 
Mongolian culture, just as Cardinal 
Marengo and the other missionaries 
have tried to do.

“Sometimes Christianity in 
Mongolia is considered something 
recent, new and imported,” the car-
dinal told Fides, but “the Christian 
faith has very ancient roots” in the 
region, going back to the seventh 
century, and “we also know that 
in the era of the great empire of 
Genghis Khan, some commanders, 
soldiers were of the Christian faith”. 
The great emperor died in 1227.

In the 1920s, the Vatican formally 

established mission structures in 
Mongolia, but within a year of the 
country becoming communist, it 
ceased to function. It wasn’t until 
1991 that Catholic missionaries 
returned and began rebuilding the 
community.

Pope Francis is scheduled to hold 
an ecumenical and interreligious 
meeting on the morning of Septem-
ber 3 before celebrating Mass with 
the country’s Catholic community.

While a variety of other Christian 
missionaries are expected to attend, 
the Buddhist delegation is expected 
to be the most significant.

Pope Francis had met at the Vati-
can in May 2022 with Buddhist lead-
ers from the country. He told them 
that even though the Catholic com-
munity in Mongolia is small, “the 
Church is fully committed to foster-
ing a culture of encounter, in imita-
tion of her master and founder, who 
commanded his disciples: ‘Love one 
another as I love you.’”

“Let us strengthen our friendship 
for the benefit of everyone,” the 
Pope told his guests.

Citing Mongolia’s “ancient his-
tory of harmony in diversity,” Pope 
Francis told them he hoped such 
attitudes would grow “through the 
effective implementation of reli-
gious freedom and the promotion 
of joint initiatives for the common 
good”.

❛❛ In the 1920s, the Vatican formally 
established mission structures in 
Mongolia, but within a year of the 
country becoming communist, it ceased 
to function. It wasn’t until 1991 that 
Catholic missionaries returned and 
began rebuilding the community”

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023

Mission to Mongolia: Pope 
plans to encourage tiny flock

 Cindy Wooden is Rome Bureau 
Chief with Catholic News Service
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Pakistan’s Christians again face 
fire after blasphemy allegations

Bishops in Pakistan have 
called for prayer after an 
angry mob vandalised sev-
eral Christian homes and 

churches in the district of Faisal-
abad August 16 following allega-
tions of blasphemy and desecration 
of the Koran.

In a brief social media post, the 
Pakistani bishops on their “Catho-
lics in Pakistan” Facebook page said 
that “on 16th August, an enraged 
mob vandalised multiple churches 
in Jaranwala, Faisalabad over 
blasphemy allegations,” and asked 
followers to “pray for us”.

The incident unfolded the 
Wednesday morning, as hundreds 
of Muslims armed with batons and 
sticks attacked a Christian com-
munity in Jaranwala, an industrial 
district of Faisalabad in Pakistan, 
damaging several homes and burn-
ing several churches after a Koran 
was allegedly desecrated by a 
young Christian man.

Both the Salvation Army Church 
and the Saint Paul Catholic Church 
in Jaranwala were attacked, with 
the mob setting them ablaze, while 
another mob attacked private 
homes nearby, setting them alight 
and breaking windows.

Torn pages
The violence erupted after 
pages torn from the Koran were 
apparently discovered near 
the Christian community with 
allegedly blasphemous content 
written on them. Those pages 
were then taken to a local religious 
leader, who reportedly told 
Muslims to protest and demanded 
that those responsible be arrested.

Angry protesters then went 
on a rampage, destroying the 
young man’s house and attacking 
churches and other homes nearby.

Due to the scale of the violence, 
government officials deployed 
additional police forces and sent in 
the army to help restore order to 
the area. Police launched raids after 
clearing the crowd in an effort to 
identify perpetrators, and dozens 
have reportedly been arrested.

However, several videos circulat-
ing on social media show police-
men watching the scene unfold 
without intervening.

A local priest, Fr Khalid Mukhtar, 
told the Associated Press that there 
are 17 Christian churches in Jaran-
wala and that he believes most of 
them were attacked. He said his 
own house had been burned.

Similarly, Fr Gulshan Barkat, 
who teaches Church history at 
the National Catholic Institute of 
Theology in Karachi, told the AP 
that the allegations of blasphemy 
were a “false accusation,” and that 
mosques in the area were to blame, 
as earlier in the day they had used 
loudspeakers attached to minarets 
to urge Muslims to “attack the 
churches and Christian commu-
nity”.

Elise Ann Allen

“The emotion of our Muslim 
brethren flares up very quickly, 
even at hearsay,” he said.

Residents speaking to other 
international news outlets also 
reported hearing announcements 
inciting the mob, with one such 
resident, Shakil Masih, telling Reu-
ters that he heard the announce-
ments and then saw crowds 
flocking to the Christian area.

News spread
News of the incident quickly 
spread, and in the southern port 
city of Karachi, the largest city 
in Pakistan, dozens of Christians 
rallied to condemn the violence in 
Jaranwala.

A delegation of Muslim clerics 
apparently arrived in Jaranwala 
from Lahore to express solidar-
ity with the Christian community. 
Pakistani Christians long have 
complained of what they describe 
as routine discrimination and acts 
of persecution.

The incident was widely con-
demned both within Pakistan and 
by the international community, 
with caretaker Prime Minister 
Anwaarul Haq Kakar saying on 
Twitter, “I am gutted by the visuals 
coming out of Jaranwala, Faisal-
abad”.

He pledged that “stern action 
would be taken against those who 
violate law and target minorities,” 
saying, “All law enforcement has 
been asked to apprehend culprits & 
bring them to justice. Rest assured 
that the government of Pakistan 
stands with our citizenry on equal 
basis”.

Former Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Sharif also condemned the ram-
page, saying, “There is no place for 
violence in any religion”.

Blasphemy is a sensitive issue 
in Pakistan, as the mere suggestion 
can incite widespread violence.

Blasphemy
Under Pakistan’s controversial 
blasphemy laws, anyone found 
guilty of insulting Islam or 
prominent Islamic religious figures 
can be jailed and even sentenced 
to death. While authorities have 
not yet formally carried out a death 
sentence for blasphemy, several 
people, mostly Christians, have 
spent years on death row after 
facing accusations they claim are 
false.

❛❛According to 
the Centre for Social 
Justice, an independent 
organisation that 
advocates for minority 
rights, more than 2,000 
people have been 
formally accused of 
blasphemy in Pakistan 
since 1987, and at least 
88 people have been 
killed as a result of 
these allegations”

The most famous of those cases 
is that of Asia Bibi, who in 2010 was 
accused of blasphemy following an 
altercation with fellow farmhands 
who refused to drink from the 

same water jug as a Christian. She 
was then jailed and sentenced to 
death.

Two government officials were 
murdered after voicing public sup-
port for Bibi, who was eventually 
acquitted in 2018 after spending 
nearly 10 years on death row. An 
appeal to the ruling was shot down 
in 2019, and she and her family 
then fled Pakistan after receiving 
death threats.

For years, rights groups have 
insisted that Pakistan’s blasphemy 
laws are less about religion and are 
more often used to settle personal 
scores. Even the mention of blas-
phemy in the country is enough to 
spark mass riots and incite mobs to 
violence, lynchings and killings.

Earlier this month, a teacher in 
Turbat, in the southern province 
of Balochistan, was killed after 
being accused of blasphemy dur-
ing a lecture. In February, a mob 
grabbed a man from his prison cell 
in the rural district of Nankana and 
lynched him for allegedly desecrat-
ing the Koran.

One of the worst attacks against 
Christians took place in 2009, 
when a mob burned an estimated 
60 homes and killed six Christians 
in the district of Gojra in Punjab 
after the Christians were accused of 
insulting Islam.

In December 2021, an angry 
Muslim mob swarmed a sports 
equipment factory in the Sialkot 
district, killing a Sri Lankan man 
and burning his body over allega-
tions of blasphemy.

According to the Centre for 
Social Justice, an independent 
organisation that advocates for 

minority rights, more than 2,000 
people have been formally accused 
of blasphemy in Pakistan since 
1987, and at least 88 people have 
been killed as a result of these 
allegations.

Prominent Pakistani politician 
Shireen Mazari, who previously 
served as Minister for Human 
Rights, said the attack was “abso-
lutely shameful and condemnable”.

“Where are the law enforcers to 
protect our Christian community 
and their churches?” she asked.

Prominent Protestant Bishop 
Azad Marshall, who belongs to the 
Church of Pakistan, an amalgama of 
Anglicans, Scottish Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, and the Methodists, said 
on Twitter that “words fail me” in 
light of the attack.

“We, bishops, priests, and lay 
people are deeply pained and dis-
tressed at the Jaranwala incident in 
the Faisalabad district in Pakistan. 
A church building is being burnt as 
I type this message,” he said, say-
ing, “Bibles have been desecrated 
and Christians have been tortured 
and harassed having been falsely 
accused of violating the Holy 
Koran”.

Marshall said that as a Chrisitan 
community, “We cry out for justice 
and action from law enforcement 
and those who dispense justice 
and the safety of all citizens to 
intervene immediately and assure 
us that our lives are valuable in 
our own homeland that has just 
celebrated independence and 
freedom”.

He asked in two separate 
hashtags that followers “cry with 
us” and “pray with us”.

People gather at a church building 
vandalised by protesters in 

Jaranwala, Pakistan, August 
16. A Muslim crowd vandalised 

churches and torched homes after 
two Christians were accused of 
blasphemy. Photo: OSV News/

Fayyaz Hussain, Reuters
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Pushing for justice and human rights in Nicaragua
Letter of the week

Letters Post to: Letters to the Editor, The Irish Catholic, 
Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, 

Dublin 18, D18 K277 or email: letters@irishcatholic.ie 

Dear Editor, I write in response to the recent 
article discussing the unjust sentencing of 
Bishop Rolando Álvarez in Nicaragua [The 
Irish Catholic – August 10, 2023]. The pri-
mate’s call for the release of Bishop Álvarez 
from prison is not only a matter of humani-
tarian concern, but also a reflection of the 
core values that our faith upholds – the pro-
tection of human rights, justice, and the free-
dom to express one’s beliefs.

The circumstances surrounding Bishop 
Álvarez’s conviction are deeply troubling. It 
is disheartening to witness a religious leader 

being punished for bravely speaking out 
against injustice and advocating for the rights 
of his fellow citizens. His refusal to be exiled 
speaks volumes about his commitment to the 
principles he stands for and his unwavering 
dedication to his congregation and his 
country.

Archbishop Martin’s correspondence to 
the Tánaiste rightly emphasises the wide-
spread persecution faced by those who dare 
to challenge the Nicaraguan regime. The 
closure of numerous organisations, includ-
ing religious ones, along with the crackdown 

on dissent and erosion of democratic norms, 
paints a bleak picture of the current state of 
affairs. The silencing of the Church and other 
civil society voices represents a violation of 
the very values that should guide any nation.

International pressure and solidarity play 
a vital role in promoting human rights and 
ensuring that those who stand for justice are 
not forgotten.

As believers in a just and compassion-
ate world, we must stand united against 
oppression and advocate for the rights and 
freedoms that all individuals deserve. I join 

the primate and many others in urging the 
Irish Government to continue their efforts in 
bringing about the release of Bishop Álvarez 
and in voicing their concern for the plight 
of all those who suffer under the oppressive 
regime in Nicaragua.

In our collective efforts, we must push 
for the pursuit of justice, human rights, and 
freedom. 

Yours etc.,
Joseph Moore

Tallaght, Dublin 24

All letters should include 
the writer’s full name, postal 
address and telephone 
numbers (day and evening). 
Letter writers may receive a 
subsequent telephone call 
from The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication 
process which does not 
amount to a commitment to 
publish.

We regret that we 
cannot give prior notice of 
a letter’s publication date, 
acknowledge unpublished 
letters or discuss the 

merits of letters. We do not 
publish pseudonyms or 
other formulae to conceal 
the writer’s identity, such 
as “name and address 
with editor”. We do not 
print letters addressed 
to someone else, open 
letters, or verse. Letters to 
the Editor should only be 
sent to The Irish Catholic, 
and not other publications. 
Letters should not exceed 
300 words and may be 
shortened for space 
requirements.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor, I recently watched the film 
Oppenheimer about the American sci-
entist who led the Manhattan Project in 
developing the atomic bomb. I left the 
cinema with a disturbing feeling similar 
to Oppenheimer’s dismay that he may 
have started a chain reaction that would 
destroy Earth. I came home to watch 
reports of wildfires in Europe, America 
and Canada, and devastating floods in 
Asia and other regions caused by climate 
change. This added to my foreboding. 
Our planet seems to be on the brink of 
destruction which has been caused by 
the human craving for power, energy and 
riches. 

The Old Testament tells us the Israel-
ites turned away from Yahweh to wor-
ship Baal, the god of the Canaanites, 
who promised wealth and fertility. Today, 
energy has replaced Baal as the new idol 
promising productivity, wealth and suc-
cess. Many organisations are calling on 
governments to protect our world, and 
in doing so they are reading the signs of 
the times and speaking with a prophetic 
voice. They may not be believers but 
theirs is a call to metanoia involving a 
complete change of heart and mind.

While Church leaders are clearly 
working to promote change, we may 
need more. We seem to need a miracle. 

The people of Israel believed it was only 
through God’s help that they overcame 
evil. The evil we are faced with is the 
intransigence of people who are capable 
of effecting change. We need to be united 
in prayer that the minds of the leaders of 
our world will be moved to change from 
placing the economy above the welfare 
of our planet. We need to be convinced of 
the value and necessity of prayer because 
science alone will not save us. Only the 
grace of God can bring about a complete 
change of heart and mind.

Yours etc.,
Brendan Kennedy
Belfast, Co. Antrim

Only God’s grace can change hearts about climate change

Dear Editor, Rory FitzGerald made the case very 
well for cultural change in RTÉ, post Tubridy, as 
a wider remit than what RTÉ itself allows by its 
definition of culture [The Irish Catholic – August 10, 
2023]. Permit me to add an additional point or two.

One is that conservatives have been inclined 
to cede the national broadcaster to the ‘agenda 
people’, say when there was talk of founding 
our own media to defend family, redress the 
perversion of 20th Century social history, cover 
developments in America, and the like. This was 
a mistake. The national broadcaster is ours. Fix 
the complaints procedures, the impenetrable 

sections and subsections of which suited the 
agenda people down to the ground. And coor-
dinate complainants like myself who protested 
repeatedly about people and points of view unin-
vited, and about restricted questioning and the 
fear of not being invited back.

Another point is the situation of a divided pro-
life movement, with many head offices, ensuring 
there never a possibility of united action. There 
tended to be a metropolitan bias in the pro-life 
leadership which rendered it ill-equipped to con-
front the perversion of 20th Century history in the 
domain of social change. No doubt some of that 

failure should be attributed to bias in the educa-
tion system whose reach was country wide.

Either way, we have two generations now with 
nothing but a perverted view of the 20th Century 
in Ireland. Your excellent feature by Mary Kenny 
[The Irish Catholic – August 10, 2023] on the aboli-
tion of the marriage bar should be read by every 
feminist and in particular by those who control 
the departments of so-called women’s studies in 
our universities.

Yours etc.,
Gerald O’Carroll

Ballylongford, Co. Kerry

RTÉ – ‘The national broadcaster is ours’

Making a lot 
of sense to the 
senseless
Dear Editor, Whenever I hear Catho-
lics, engaged in the synodal process, 
express opinions at variance with the 
authentic magisterium of the Church, 
it always reminds me of the time when 
someone approached Cardinal New-
man concerning a theologian of rather 
dubious theological principles. He 
stated that “his arguments were clear”. 
Newman replied, “shallows are clear”.

Shallow thinking can make a lot 
of sense to the senseless. And what 
is profound can often seem obscure, 
inscrutable, or impenetrable. And this 
explains that the popularity of reli-
gious superficiality. In Ireland we need 
look no further than the popularity of 
anthropocentric Church services that 
are substituted as true and authentic 
worship, or eulogies that engage the 
living, whilst devaluing intercession 
for the deceased, the move to cleri-
calise the laity. Lack of liturgical disci-
pline is but a symptom of the deeper 
malaise of confusion and division. In 
1937, the protestant theologian Richard 
Niebuhr decried what was happening 
in his own ecclesial world, defining 
his experience of this type of super-
ficiality: “This is not the Gospel,” he 
explained, “it is the proclamation of 
a God without wrath, bringing men 
without sin into a kingdom without 
judgement, through the ministrations 
of Christ without a cross.” 

Yours etc.,
David Walshe

Malahide, Co. Dublin

Receiving Communion
Dear Editor, Fr Vincent Sherlock strikes a despondent note [The 
Irish Catholic – August 3, 2023] about the large numbers who 
attended a wedding Mass – largely on a once-off basis. He was 
“impressed” however to see many receive Communion and that 
“it just felt ‘right’”.

What I find wearisome is that Fr Sherlock – or any other cleric 
for that matter – has no authority to approve such casual recep-
tion of the Holy Eucharist. Before a priest receives the Eucharist 
himself he says in a low voice a missal prayer reminding him of 
the importance of receiving worthily: “May the receiving of your 
body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment 
and condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me 
protection in mind and body and a healing remedy.”

This solemn prayer/teaching is a summary of 1 Corinthians 
11:27 reminding us that receiving Communion is a solemn act 
(a covenant oath, no less!) and affirmation that we are in com-
munion (common-union) with Jesus and the essentials of the 
Catholic life. One such essential is the ‘Sunday Obligation’: the 
Catechism informs us that it is a “grave sin” to miss Mass on a 
Sunday or Holy Day without a “serious reason” (2181).

Here in the US, it is routine that the priest at such Masses 
alerts those present about the importance of receiving Com-
munion truthfully and worthily.

Yours etc.,
A.P. Breen

Bronx, New York, USA

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023
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Questions of 
Faith:

On celibacy 
and tattoos

No modern figure has 
been more revered as a 
saint in life, so the rapid 
progress of Mother Tere-

sa’s cause from her death to her 
canonisation within two decades 
came as no surprise.

From the day Mother Teresa 
rode on a train in India in 1946 and 
heard Jesus Christ tell her, “Come 
be my light,” her life was a steady 
answer to that call until her death 
September 5, 1997. Pope Francis 
canonised her in 2016. With her 
September 5 feast day, the Church 
honours St Teresa of Kolkata for 
committing herself to bring the 
light of God’s love to the poorest 
of the poor.

Response
Her response has borne great 
fruit, as we can see from the con-

tinued ministry of the Mission-
aries of Charity with the dying, 
the destitute, the orphans and 
the rejected. But Mother Teresa 
would not want our reflections on 
her life to stop with appreciation 
of what others have done in her 
name. As she said many times, 
God desires to work through each 
one of us. When we reflect on her 
life, we are really seeing how any 
of us – if we allow God to fill our 
hearts and guide us – can change 

the world, one life at a time.
She was born Agnes Bojaxhiu 

August 27, 1910, in Yugoslavia, 
of Albanian parents. In 1928, she 
joined the Sisters of Loretto and 
travelled to Ireland for formation. 
Soon after, she was sent to India to 
teach in her order’s school for girls 
in Calcutta (officially renamed 
Kolkata in 2001, four years after 
her death).

In 1946, then-Sister Teresa was 
traveling to a retreat when she 

experienced a “call within a call” 
from God to follow him in a new 
direction. “The mission was quite 
clear,” she later told a biographer. 
“It was an order. I was to leave the 
convent. I felt God wanted some-
thing more from me. He wanted 
me to be poor and to love him 
in the distressing disguise of the 
poorest of the poor.”

Indian attire
Sister Teresa became Mother 
Teresa, foundress of a new reli-
gious order, the Missionaries of 
Charity. Teresa left her old moth-
erhouse with only a few coins in 
her pocket, began dressing in tra-
ditional Indian attire – a white sari 
with a blue border – and moved 
to the poorest section of Calcutta. 
She obtained some basic medi-
cal training and opened a school. 

Within a year, she had been joined 
by several of her former students, 
and in time, they embraced the 
ministry for which they are most 
well known today: the care of the 
dying.

At the time of her death, the 
Missionaries of Charity ministered 
to the poor throughout the world, 
from Calcutta to Baghdad to New 
York City. They continue to touch 
the lives of thousands with the 
love of Jesus, bringing his light to 
those whom the world would like 
to forget.

Her ministry to the dying 
and destitute was tremendously 
difficult on many levels. The 
people whom the sisters brought 
in from the streets were suffering 
physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. Why bother with 
them? Because God called her 

Mother Teresa’s imitation 
of Christ provides an 

example for us all, 
writes Amy Welborn

Mother Teresa’s essential
lessons for living

St Teresa of Kolkata, India, presents 
documents for a new house to a villager in 
1994 in Mumbai, formerly Bombay. Photo: 

CNS/Luciano Mellace, Reuters
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to do that. How could she 
continue with joy? Through 
the presence of Jesus, 
especially in the Eucharist.

Matthew
In the Gospel of Matthew, 
Jesus tells us that when we 
meet those in need, we meet 
him, and that when we serve 
those in need, we serve him. 
Mother Teresa is a living wit-
ness to the truth of Jesus’ 
words, and to their power. The 
Christ she met in the Eucha-
rist each day revealed to her 
his presence in the poor.

Mother Teresa also 
reminds us that if Christ is 
present in the poor, we have 
much to learn from them. 
They teach us about human 
dignity, patience and wis-
dom. It is, as Mother Teresa 
said, a privilege to live with 
and serve the poor.

It is tempting to turn away 
from the difficulty of suf-
fering, to let someone else 
handle it, to hope it will go 
away. Sometimes we are even 
tempted to take pleasure in 
the suffering of others or, at 
the very least, rest compla-
cently in our belief that suf-
fering was unavoidable or 
even deserved. But when we 
listen to Jesus, when we see 
how Mother Teresa put flesh 
onto his words and what joy it 
brought to the suffering, even 
if for only the brief moments 
before they passed from this 
life, how can we continue to 
think this way?

Famous
By the 1970s, Mother Teresa 
was famous. Books had 
been written about her, 
documentary films had 
been made about her, and 
she had received numerous 
important awards. We live 
in an age of celebrity, and 
perhaps some think that 
Mother Teresa’s importance 
lay in her fame, or in the big 
things she had done, because 

today, that is what we value: 
huge achievements, powerful 
institutions and a wealth of 
attention.

But Mother Teresa’s life 
and message always stood in 
complete opposition to this 
modern sensibility. From the 
day she took the first dying 
person into her room in Cal-
cutta, she was a witness to the 
importance of the small ges-
ture and simple acts of care, 
performed with great love.

The dying
In a world that values produc-
tivity, health and usefulness, 
Mother Teresa’s care for the 
dying seems kindly, but of 
doubtful use, perhaps even a 
“waste”. But that is the way 
the world sees it. Through the 
eyes of Mother Teresa, each 
dying person is a precious 
child of God in need of love, 
no matter how close death 
might loom.

Cleansing a wound, shar-
ing food, pushing a wheel-
chair, or simply being present 
to another: acts that will not 

inspire headlines or make 
a profit, but small acts that 
are precious because they 
are “something beautiful for 
God”.

The suffering that Mother 
Teresa and her sisters have 
dealt with is extreme. Over 
the years, many have trav-
elled to Kolkata to serve with 
the Missionaries of Char-
ity, doing valuable work and 
building up other foundations 
and ministries of the order 
around the world.

Greatest poverty
Mother Teresa, however, 
always made it clear that 
there is no need for any of us 
to travel across the globe to 
follow Jesus. She said, “You 
can find Calcutta all over the 
world, if you have eyes to see. 
Everywhere, wherever you 
go, you find people who are 
unwanted, unloved, uncared 
for, just rejected by the soci-
ety – completely forgotten, 
completely left alone. That 
is the greatest poverty of the 
rich countries.”

There are many kinds of 
hunger besides physical hun-
ger, Mother Teresa constantly 
reminds us. Even those who 
are well fed suffer from lone-
liness and hurt. There are 
many kinds of suffering – 
physical and spiritual – and 
many kinds of darkness. This 
is where the love of Christ can 
shed light, and why Mother 
Teresa said, “Do ordinary 
things with extraordinary 
love”.

Amy Welborn is a free-
lance writer living in the US.

❛❛Mother Teresa also reminds us that if 
Christ is present in the poor, we have much 
to learn from them. They teach us about 
human dignity, patience and wisdom. It is, 
as Mother Teresa said, a privilege to live 
with and serve the poor”

The city of Kolkata, India.

Missionaries of Charity nuns are seen at a 
Mass marking the 25th anniversary of the 

death of St Teresa of Kolkata, who founded 
that religious order that serves the poor 

around the world. Photo: CNS



YourFaith ||31

One epic ‘Our Father’ drew 
me into holy mystery

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023

A decade or more ago, I 
went to Confession one 
Saturday afternoon. Like 
many other priests, the 

particular confessor who heard 
my confession that day frequently 
defaulted to three Hail Marys as the 
standard penance that he assigned.

But not that day. Whether led 
by something I had confessed 
or by his own meditations in 
the silence of the confessional 
between penitents, he assigned me 
a penance no confessor had ever 
given me before: “I want you to 
pray one Our Father very slowly, 
saying each word out loud and 
meditating on it, while looking 
at the crucifix at the front of the 
church.”

The Lord’s Prayer
I had prayed many Our Fathers 
in front of a crucifix. Praying to 
God the Father in the words Our 
Savior taught us is part of every 
liturgy, East and West, usually (as 
in the Mass) very soon after the 
Eucharistic prayer in which the 
bread and wine are consecrated 
and become the body and blood of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

But until that day, as I returned to 
the pew and knelt down and made 
the sign of the cross while keeping 
my eyes fixed on the crucifix, I had 
never considered why the church 
has placed the Lord’s Prayer at this 
moment of the Mass.

❛❛Had man not 
fallen … Christ would 
still have come and 
inaugurated his 
kingdom here on earth, 
without the need for 
sacrifi ce”

“Our Father,” I began to pray, 
slowly enunciating each word, 
“who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
thy name”. I paused, struck at that 
moment by the reality that I was 
looking at the lifeless body of Jesus, 
who had stood before his disciples 
and taught them how to pray in 
these very words. When he said 
“hallowed be thy name,” he did not 
mean merely “your name is holy” 
but “your name is made holy” by 
the humble obedience of all who 
revere his name, and especially 
by the one here before me, who 
had made the ultimate sacrifice 
on the cross. He not only prayed 

me into holy mystery

Scott Richert

those words; he not only taught 
his disciples – and through them, 
us – to pray them; he lived them 
by humbling himself, “becoming 
obedient to death, even death on a 
cross” (Phil 2:8).

“Thy kingdom come”, I 
continued, and then stopped, 
shaken to my core. The scene 
before me, the moment in which 
Christ offered himself in the 
greatest of all sacrifices, the 
sacrifice prefigured again and again 
throughout the history of Israel, 
the sacrifice here consummated 
once and for all – this is the 
moment in which the kingdom of 
God triumphs over the lord of this 
world and is inaugurated in history.

And while my eyes remained 
fixed on the crucifix, I became 
aware, too, of the tabernacle 
just to the side of the sanctuary, 
and my understanding of the 
connection between the sacrifice 
before my eyes and the Sacrament 
we celebrate on the altar and the 
body of Christ reposing in that 
tabernacle and in every tabernacle 
throughout the world moved from 
my intellect to my heart.

‘Not as I will’
“Thy will be done” … This is what 
it looks like to do God’s will in a 
world broken by man’s sin, a world 
in need of a redemption that no 
merely human sacrifice could 
accomplish: “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet, not as I will, but as you will” 
(Mt 26:39). Had man not fallen, 
the Eastern Fathers of the Church 
believed, Christ would still have 
come and inaugurated his kingdom 
here on earth, without the need for 
sacrifice; but man did fall, and thus 
a sacrifice was necessary, and this 
is what it means for his kingdom to 
come and his will to be done in a 
world shaped by man according to 
our own fallen will, “on earth as it 
is in heaven”.

When Christ taught his disciples 
how to pray, they had not yet taken 
part in his Last Supper; they did 
not yet know what kind of death 
the Son of Man would die; they 
hadn’t fully comprehended that the 
kingdom he would inaugurate here 
on earth is very different from the 
earthly kingdoms that they knew. 
But in the wake of his resurrection, 
as they came to know him in the 
breaking of the bread and shaped 
the liturgies through which we 
complete his command to “do this 
in memory of me,” the words of the 
Lord’s Prayer became clear. There 
is a reason why we pray it not at 
the beginning of Mass, when all 
are welcome, but in the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist, when only those 
who have been initiated into the 
sacred mysteries are supposed to 
be present. For in these words, 
Jesus captured the essence of those 
mysteries.

Scott P. Richert is publisher for 
OSV.
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On celibacy and tattoos

Jenna Marie Cooper

Working hard for 
instant gratifi cation

How we live our lives is 
substantially different 
from how our parents 
and grandparents lived 

theirs. We no longer need to wait 
a whole week for the next episode 
of a favourite TV show; we can 
watch all five seasons in a single 
binge. We don’t have to buy tickets 
or drive to a theatre to see a movie; 
we can stream it whenever we 
want and pause it to make popcorn. 
We can listen to our music when-
ever we want to hear it and regard-
less of where we are. And if we 
want to shop for a new bookcase or 
a pair of shoes, we can do it online 
and at any hour of the day or night.

Life may seem more 
complicated, but most of what we 
need to do takes less time than it 
used to. We bank and pay our bills 
online, split a restaurant check 
with friends, take classes, and see 
our lab results all on our phones. 
We apply for a new job and find 
someone to date from the comfort 
of our favourite chair.

The result is that every one of us 
has time to do more.

Progress?
That sounds like progress until we 
stop long enough to fully consider 
the “more” we’re so busy doing. 
We spend more, own more, eat 
more (and throw away more) than 
our predecessors did just one 
generation ago. We access more 
healthcare, subscribe to more 
ongoing services and pay people 

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe

instant gratifi cation ?
Questions 
of Faith 

to do things our parents did for 
themselves more than ever before. 
In all of history, no group of people 
has consumed as much as we do. 
And, as we kill ourselves to keep 
consuming or to meet the demands 
of those who do, we tell ourselves 
we have achieved a higher standard 
of living.

But there’s a catch to all this. It’s 
not just the world around us that’s 
changed; we’ve changed too. Being 
able to tailor our lives to fit our 
personal preferences places us at 
the centre of our world and creates 
a whole portfolio of high, possibly 
unfair, expectations. We want what 
we want when we want it. We take 
in as much as possible as quickly 
as possible, like Pacman speeding 
through the maze to the next 
available snack, barely digesting 
anything as we consume, consume, 
consume. Even within our spiritual 
gleanings, valuable insights barely 
take hold because we take so little 
downtime to let anything really 
sink in.

❛❛ It’s become way 
too easy to convince 
ourselves that we 
deserve everything 
we want, the 
moment we want it, 
no matter what it 
costs someone else”

Most of us stopped asking 
ourselves “How much is enough?” 
– for ourselves and of each other 
– a long time ago, even as we 
take everything, including the 
availability of others, for granted. 
We work hard – too hard – to keep 
feeding our insatiable appetites 
while forgetting that things don’t 
just appear out of thin air. Hidden 
in everything we consume is the 

?
?
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Q: My new parish priest’s wife 
died before he became a priest. 
He sometimes even talks about 
his grandchildren during the 
homily. Why is this allowed? 
He obviously wasn’t always celi-
bate, and I thought priests had 
to be celibate?
A: Latin (a.k.a. “Roman”) Catholic 
priests are indeed expected to be 
celibate. As canon 277, 1 of the 
Code of Canon Law tells us, they 
are “obliged to observe perfect 
and perpetual continence for the 
sake of the Kingdom of heaven 
and are therefore bound to celi-
bacy. Celibacy is a special gift of 
God by which sacred ministers 
can more easily remain close to 
Christ with an undivided heart 
and can dedicate themselves 
more freely to the service of God 
and their neighbour”. (A quick 
note on terminology: in canon 
law, “continence” means refrain-
ing from all sexual relations, 
while “celibacy” refers to being 
unmarried. “Chastity,” a term not 
mentioned in this canon, means 
expressing one’s sexuality in ways 
appropriate to one’s state in life.)

However, priestly celibacy is 
not a retroactive requirement. 
Provided that he is otherwise 
suitable, a man can be ordained 
to the priesthood if he is presently 
unmarried and willing to commit 
to a life of chaste celibacy going 
forward – even if he had been 
previously married or is a father 
to children. Of course, if a previ-
ously married man aspires to the 
priesthood, generally during his 
formation period there will be 
additional, careful discernment 
concerning any possible family 
obligations he may have. E.g., men 
with minor children are generally 
not admitted to seminary forma-
tion, since in such a case he would 
already have serious preexisting 
obligations as a natural father.

Incidentally, married Catholic 
clergy are not quite as extraor-
dinary as you might expect. 
Permanent deacons, while not 
priests, have still received the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders and are 
therefore still considered clergy. 
And the various Eastern Catholic 
Churches have a tradition of mar-
ried priests. There is also a pas-

toral provision that allows former 
Anglican priests who have con-
verted to Catholicism to discern 
a vocation to the Catholic priest-
hood, allowing for the possibility 
of their ordination even if they are 
married.

But one major caveat in this 
discussion is that while it can be 
possible to ordain already-mar-
ried or once-married men, a man 
cannot validly marry after he had 
been ordained. This means that 
married Eastern Catholic priests, 
permanent deacons, etc. cannot 
re-marry if their wife dies. And 
in the case of your pastor, a wid-
owed man who later becomes a 
priest obviously would not be 
allowed to marry again.

Q: Is a tattoo a good way to 
develop a devotion to Our Lady?
A: Tattoos are certainly not one 
of the Church’s first line, go-to 
recommendations for deepening 
any sort of devotion. And as far as 
I have been able to tell, the Church 
does not have any specific teach-
ing regarding tattoos in general.

That being said, whether or not 
a tattoo could be useful for a spe-
cific person to develop a devotion 
to Our Lady depends on that par-
ticular individual, their particular 
life circumstances and cultural 
context, their personal spirituality 
and unique spiritual needs. While 
there needs to be sufficient reflec-
tion for any permanent decision, 
in theory I would imagine that a 
tasteful and artistically beautiful 
tattoo in a Marian theme could 
help some people further love and 
honour Our Lady.

Interestingly, although the 
Church doesn’t have any official 
doctrine on tattoos, there are 
a few instances where tattoos 
are part of a broader cultural 
Catholic tradition. One good 
example is a custom, dating 
back to the Middle Ages, where 
Catholic pilgrims to the Holy 
Lady get a religious tattoo to 
commemorate their pilgrimage.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who 
holds a licentiate in canon 
law, is a consecrated virgin 
and a canonist whose column 
appears weekly at OSV News.

contribution made by a living 
human soul. That film, book, meal, 
music download, contract, retreat, 
or homily we consume (and too 
often quickly forget) is a product 
of someone else’s real time and 
labour, sacrifice, creativity and 
expertise.

Somewhere along the way to 
where we have arrived, we’ve 
lost sight of the fact that our 
on-demand lifestyle isn’t fair in 
what it demands of other people. 
None of us is entitled to someone 
else’s labour, or their time. The 
overnight clerk at the 24-hour 
petrol station and the professor we 
email at 10:00 pm the night before 
the term project is due don’t owe 
us much of anything. In fact, loving 
our neighbours might just include 
not overworking them; it might 
mean taking a moment to consider 
their lives, and appreciate their 
work.

Rat race
That’s why our faith has a body 
of thought we call Catholic 
Social Teaching – 2,000 years of 
considering how we must treat the 
people with whom we live in this 
remarkable era, and why. It’s too 
easy to lose our own humanity and 
disregard the real lives of others in 
the rat race we are so thoughtlessly 
running.

It’s become way too easy to 
convince ourselves that we deserve 
everything we want, the moment 
we want it, no matter what it costs 
someone else.

The next time we find ourselves 
on the 24/7 consuming end of life, 
let’s keep our wits about us and 
recognise not only the price we pay 
for all the instant gratifications we 
want and demand, but the real – 
and very human – cost behind it all.

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023
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seemingly permanent with no 
apparent avenue for resolution.

However, then the therapist 
went into a different mode. 
He asked her: “If you had your 
husband back for five minutes what 
would you say to him?”  Without 
hesitation, she answered: “I’d 
tell him how much I loved him, 
how good he was to me for all 
these years, and how our little 
moment of anger at the end was a 
meaningless epi-second that means 
nothing in terms our love.”

Not too late
The therapist then said: “You’re a 
woman of faith, you believe in the 
communion of saints; well, your 
husband is alive still and present to 
you now, so why don’t you just say 

all those things to him right now. 
It’s not too late to express that all 
to him!”

He’s right. It’s never too late! It’s 
never too late to tell our deceased 
loved ones how we really feel 
about them. It’s never too late to 
apologise for the ways we might 
have hurt them. It’s never too late 
to ask their forgiveness for our 
negligence in the relationship, 
and it’s never too late to speak the 
words of appreciation, affirmation 
and gratitude that we should have 
spoken to them while they were 
alive.  As Christians, we have the 
great consolation of knowing that 
death isn’t final, that it’s never too 
late.

And we desperately need that 
particular consolation, that second 

Acolleague of mine, a clini-
cal therapist, shares this 
story: A woman came 
to him in considerable 

distress. Her husband had recently 
died of a heart attack. His death 
had been sudden and at a most 
inept time. They’d been happily 
married for 30 years and, during 
all those years, had never had a 
major crisis in their relationship. 
But, on the day her husband died, 
they had gotten into an argument 
about something very insignificant 
and it had escalated to where they 
began to hurl some mean and cut-
ting words at each other. At a point, 
agitated and angry, her husband 
walked out of the room, told her 
he was going shopping, then died 
of a heart attack before he got to 
the car. 

Final words
Understandably, the woman was 
devastated, both by the sudden 
death of her spouse but also by that 
last exchange. “All these years,” 
she lamented, “we had this loving 
relationship and then we have this 
useless argument over nothing 
and it ends up being our last 
conversation!”

The therapist led off with 
something meant in humor. He 
said: “How horrible of him to do 
that to you! To die just then!” 
Obviously the man hadn’t intended 
his death, but its timing was in 
fact awfully unfair to his wife, as 
it left her holding a guilt that was 

chance. No matter who we are, 
we’re always inadequate in our 
relationships. We can’t always be 
present to our loved ones as we 
should, we sometimes say things 
in anger and bitterness that leave 
deep scars, we betray trust in all 
kinds of ways, and we mostly lack 
the maturity and self-confidence to 
express the affirmation we should 
be conveying to our loved ones. 
None of us ever fully measures up. 
When Karl Rahner says that none 
of us ever have the “full symphony” 
in this life, he isn’t just referring 
to the fact that none of us ever 
fully realises her dream, he’s also 
referring to the fact that in all of 
our most important relationships 
none of us ever fully measures up. 
We cannot not be disappointing 
sometimes. 

Bad timing
At the end of the day, all of us lose 
loved ones in ways similar to how 
that woman lost her husband, 
with unfinished business, with bad 
timing. There are always things 

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

❛❛It’s never too late to apologise for 
the ways we might have hurt them. It’s 
never too late to ask their forgiveness 
for our negligence in the relationship”

Unfinished
relationships

that should have been said and 
weren’t and there are always things 
that shouldn’t have been said and 
were.

But that’s were our Christian 
faith comes in. We aren’t the only 
ones who come up short. At the 
moment of Jesus’ death, virtually 
all of his disciples had deserted. 
The timing here was also very bad. 
Good Friday was bad long before it 
was good. But, and this is the point, 
as Christians, we don’t believe there 
will always be perfect endings in 
this life, nor that we will always 
be adequate in life.  Rather we 
believe that the fullness of life and 
happiness will come to us through 
the redemption of what has gone 
wrong, not least with what has 
gone wrong because of our own 
inadequacies and weakness.

GK Chesterton said that 
Christianity is special because in its 
belief in the communion of saints, 
“even the dead get a vote”.  They 
get more than a vote. They still get 
to hear what we’re saying to them.

So, if you’ve lost a loved one in 
a situation where there was still 
something unresolved, where 
there was still a tension that 
needed easing, where you should 
have been more attentive, or 
where you feel badly because you 
never adequately expressed the 
affirmation and affection that you 
might have, know it’s not too late. 
It can all still be done!

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023
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A faith unafraid of questions

the Son of Man is?” Jesus’ 
first question elicited vari-
ous public opinions circulat-
ing about him in Caesarea 
Philippi. Some assumed he 
was John the Baptist, others 
thought he was a prophet 
like Elijah or Jeremiah. Jesus 
does not stop at these super-
ficial responses. Rather Jesus 
invites his disciples, and us, 
to deeper reflection with a 
personally meaningful ques-
tion, “But who do you say 
that I am?”

❛❛ Jesus’ 
questions were 
not delivered as a 
teacher’s fi nal exam 
or surprise quiz 
but as invitations 
to a radically 
transformed life in 
him, through the 
power of the Holy 
Spirit”

Peter responds with faith 
acknowledging that Jesus 
is the Christ, the son of the 
living God. His profession of 
faith becomes the foundation 
of the Church’s response of 
faith in the divinity of Jesus.

We might say this Gospel 
passage contains the central 
question of the New Testa-
ment. Everything depends 
on how I answer this funda-
mental question of Jesus. For 
what I believe about Jesus’ 
identity is the most con-
sequential truth of my life. 
How I respond personally to 
the question that Jesus poses 
to me – “who do you say that 
I am?” becomes the founda-
tion of my Christian faith.

The spiritual life is a life-
long journey of faith in Jesus 
who desires to guide us to 
know and live in the trans-
forming mystery of who he 
is. Every disciple is faced 
with Jesus’ question, “who 
do you say that I am”? For 
the wisdom to respond with 
lifechanging faith in Jesus, 
the master teacher, we pray, 
“speak to me, Lord”.

Jem Sullivan holds a doc-
torate in religious education 
and is an associate professor 
of Catechetics in the School of 
Theology and Religious Stud-
ies at The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, DC.

Question:
How does Jesus’ question in today’s Gospel challenge you 
to deeper faith in him?

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023
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August 27
Twenty-first Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Is 22:19-23
Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8
Rom 11:33-36
Mt 16:13-20

Artificial intelligence 
and language pro-
cessing tools like 
ChatGPT are chang-

ing the face of education 
today. Teachers are finding 
new ways to evaluate what 
their students truly know. 
Instead of superficial ques-
tions that can be answered 
easily by artificial intelli-
gence tools, teachers must 
engage their students in 
personal reflection and criti-
cal thinking that cannot be 
substituted by a machine, 
no matter how intelligent it 
might be!

Teacher
In the Gospels, Jesus is called 
“teacher” close to fifty times. 
As a master teacher, he spoke 
personally to large crowds, 
small groups of disciples, 
and the religious and politi-
cal leaders of his day. And 
whenever Jesus taught, he 
pointed not to abstract, spec-
ulative truths that one might 
easily gain from an “intelli-
gent” computer. Rather, Jesus 
invited his listeners into the 
living mystery of God, his 
heavenly Father. All of Jesus’ 
words were meant to lead 
his disciples, and us, closer 
to friendship with God.

Jesus was a convincing, 
persuasive teacher because 
his words and parables could 
not be separated from his life 
and identity.

In Catechesis In Our 
Time, Pope Saint John Paul 
II observed, “the whole of 
Christ’s life was a continual 
teaching: his silences, his 
miracles, his gestures, his 
prayer, his love for people, his 
special affection for the little 
and the poor, his acceptance 
of the total sacrifice on the 
cross for the redemption of 
the world, and his resurrec-
tion are the actualisation of 
his word and the fulfilment 
of revelation”.

Jesus, the master teacher, 
opened a new pathway of 
faith in his divine identity 
and saving mission. His most 
effective teaching method 
was the use of questions, as 
we read in today’s Gospel. 
Yet Jesus’ questions were 
not delivered as a teacher’s 
final exam or surprise quiz 
but as invitations to a radi-
cally transformed life in him, 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

“Who do people say that 
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

JANEY MARY
EWTN Sunday August 27, 4.30pm
Drama about a young girl who is forced on the streets of 
1940’s Dublin to search for food and her friendship with an 
Augustinian priest, Fr Benedict. 

KEYS TO MY LIFE 
RTÉ One Sunday August 27, 8.30pm
Brendan Courtney invites more celebrities to reveal how 
the places they have lived in have shaped their lives, 
beginning with broadcaster and priest Fr Brian D’Arcy.

A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING
EWTN Sunday August 27, 9pm
An exploration of the ideas of 1960s radical, Saul Alinsky. 
His political tactics and theories espoused social justice, 
but carried an agenda that could threaten core beliefs of 
Christianity and the Church.

PICK OF THE WEEKCullinan favoured sticking 
with Church tradition, but I 
thought it would have been 
useful if a clearer distinc-
tion was made between the 
two categories of teaching 
involved. 

Vocations to the religious 
life can take people in all 
sorts of directions. Ar Son na 
Poblachta (TG4, Tuesday) told 
the story of how the Capu-
chins of Church Street in Dub-
lin were involved in bringing 
about peace during the Easter 
Rising of 1916. They were 
trusted by the rebels and by 
the British Army which made 
them ideal negotiators, or 
even just messengers bring-
ing news of surrender when 
communications between 
the rebel garrisons had bro-
ken down. They also tended 
to the dying and wounded 
– of which there were many 
in the area around the friary. 
Despite their best efforts and 
their warning about the blood 
of martyrs creating seeds, the 
infamous executions of the 
leaders went ahead. Then 
the Capuchin friars accompa-
nied the leaders in their final 
hours and had the unenviable 
task of bring the sad news to 
the bereaved. The re-enact-
ments were useful and subtle 
enough and the contribu-
tions of people like Capuchin 
Fr Bryan Shortall and histo-
rian Diarmuid Ferriter gave 
plenty of interesting histori-
cal context. At the end we got 
footage of the Capuchin Day 

The Capuchins played a major role in events around the 
Easter Rising.
ments in the Church. Simon 
Lewis, an Educate Together 
principal from a Jewish back-
ground but not practising, 
said the Jewish community in 
Ireland also saw a decline (e.g. 
he instanced the closure of a 
synagogue in Cork). The dis-
cussion then veered off onto 
the topic of people attending 
church for the sacraments but 
not having a living faith.

Earlier that morning on 
Newstalk Breakfast Bishop 

Alphonsus Cullinane spoke 
of the current ‘Year of Voca-
tions’ and surrounding initia-
tives, especially prayer and a 
cross being assembled from 
all dioceses in the country. He 
enthused about his “favourite 
subject”, the priesthood, and 
said he was finding renewed 
interest, resurgence and 
rejuvenation. Inevitably on 
secular media the issues of 
married priests and women 
priests were raised. Bishop 

Centre tending currently to 
the needs of the poor of Dub-
lin, as they had done in 1916. 
The programme was a repeat, 
as is so much on TV nowadays 
is, but some shows are well 
worth repeating and this was 
surely one of those. 

Clergy were also very much 
involved in peace efforts in 
Northern Ireland during The 
Troubles, though for some 
reason this didn’t figure in 
the last episode of the hard-
hitting series Once Upon a 
Time in Northern Ireland
(RTÉ One, Thursday). This 
episode concentrated on the 
political peace efforts lead-
ing to the Good Friday Agree-
ment, but didn’t gloss over 
the problems and loose ends. 

It was good to see the 
theme of vocations get-
ting prominence last 
week in the media. It was 

sparked by journalist Sean 
O’Rourke’s address to a gath-
ering at Knock. He favoured 
encouraging young people to 
consider joining the priest-
hood.

Stand-in presenter Jona-
than Healy discussed the 
vocations crisis on the Pat 
Kenny Show (Newstalk, Fri-
day). David Quinn suggested 
that in past times there was 
an attractive ‘social status’ 
attached to being a priest, but 
now, sometimes, it was the 
opposite because of the scan-
dals (ironically, poor handling 
of abuse cases were some-
times due to efforts to avoid 
scandal). As often happens, 
the pendulum had swung 
to the other extreme. He 
thought that in the past there 
were too many in the priest-
hood that were unsuited to 
the role, but there were still 
plenty of good role models. In 
response to Jonathan Healy’s 
suggestion that some young 
priests were now more “doc-
trinally pure”, whatever that 
implies, Mr Quinn reckoned 
some were maybe too strict, 
and some were ultra-pro-
gressive, but the big problem 
was that there were too few 
overall. Pointing to the mas-
sive turnout at World Youth 
Day he suggested many of 
the new vocations would 
come from new youth move-

Fresh focus on need for priests is welcome

The personal stories were par-
ticularly moving. Alan McBride 
lost his young wife Sharon in 
the notorious Shankill bomb-
ing, and yet voted for the peace 
deal, which saw his wife’s killer 
released early. On the other 
side of the political-religious 
divide, comedian Patrick Kielty 
told of his father Jack having 
been murdered by loyalist 
paramilitaries.

Mr Kielty is due to be the 
next host of the Late Late Show, 
and in these interviews I saw a 
new depth and seriousness to 
him. Ironically, we saw footage 
of an early appearance of his 
on that show – doing a comedy 
routine wearing a balaclava!

Wexford Festival Opera.
A recipient of a Jacob’s 

Radio Award for her work 
in promoting the careers of 
Irish musicians at home and 
abroad, Jane Carty received 
the prestigious Fellowship 
Honoris Causa from the RIAM 
in 2010.

Séamus Crimmins, who 
worked closely with Jane in 
RTÉ, paid her a well-deserved 
tribute from which I quote, 
“Jane was a remarkable per-
son and an unforgettable col-
league. Blessed with many 
gifts, she possessed energy, 
resilience, vision, and deter-
mination.

“She was famed interna-
tionally for her coverage of 
major European festivals and 
interviews with top musi-
cians, including one between 
Herbert von Karajan and Ian 
Fox.

“Above all it was her iden-
tifying and fostering talent 
that Jane will be particu-
larly remembered. This was 
her exceptional passion and 
I believe many musicians 
agree it is her outstanding 
legacy. The discovery of musi-
cal potential in young people 
excited her beyond measure. 
Recognising the seeds of bril-
liance, she devoted herself to 
finding every avenue to nur-
turing and propelling these 
to fulfilment. In so doing she 
provided platforms for count-
less young musicians down 
the decades.

“Adjectives seem inad-
equate to sum up Jane so I 
will just end by recalling her 
friendship, her loyalty and 
her love, all of which ran very 
deep. She was unique”.

May the soul of Jane Carty 
rest in peace.

We have lost a great who fostered so much talent
Among the tributes 

to the late Jane 
Carty was one that 
struck a particular 

chord for me, “She helped 
young people fall in love – 
with music”. It was part of 
the death notice informing 
us of her passing on August 2
and funeral from St Patrick’s 
Church in Dublin’s Monks-
town on August 11. She was 
87.

Dublin-born Jane Carty 
studied music in UCD as 
well as in Paris, Strasburg 
and Perugia. Her first job 
was teaching piano, theory 
and composition at Dublin’s 
Municipal School of Music.

But Jane spent most of 
her working life in RTÉ’s 
music department where she 
became an executive pro-
ducer. Besides she organised 
and directed national com-

petitions for choirs, singers, 
instrumentalists and compos-
ers and was founder/direc-
tor of RTÉ’s Musician of the 
Future Competition.

Jane Carty was also well 
known on the international 
music circuit serving on the 
juries of several festivals not 
least the International Cho-
ral Eisteddfod in Wales and 
others further afield includ-
ing Hong Kong and the West 
Indies where, if my memory is 
serving correctly, she met her 
future husband, Dutch-born 
widower Wil Keune. Their 
union was relatively short as 
Wil predeceased Jane in 2007.

For many years Jane Carty 
was a jury member of the 
Hans Gruber Belvedere sing-
ing competition in Vienna 
and when RTÉ decided to 
withdraw its involvement 
from Musician of the Future,

Jane used her considerable 
powers of persuasion on the 
Irish Freemasons to sponsor 
the competition instead.

Jane was a member of 
the board of governors of 
the RIAM from 2000 and 
chairman of the board of the 

Veronica Dunne International 
Singing Competition. She was 
also involved with the Dublin 
International Piano Competi-
tion, served a five-year period 
as a director of the National 
Concert Hall and was part of 
the repertory committee of 

Music Pat O’Kelly

The late Jane Carty.
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A great Irish poet’s evidence 
of his faith and art
Testament
Micheal O’Siadhail
(Baylor University Press, 
$24.99/ €22.99; distributed in 
Europe by Eurospan, email: 
direct.orders@marston.co.uk) 
Thomas McCarthy 

In the Irish poetry world 
Micheal O’Siadhail has 
been a writer of tower-
ing brilliance for over 40 

years.
A life dedicated to language 

and ethics has seen him study 
in great depth both the struc-
ture of the Irish language and 
the scope of Icelandic saga. 
Jesuit-educated, he has been a 
prolific poet in two languages 
as well as research professor 
at the Institute for Advanced 
Studies and, currently, distin-
guished poet-in-residence at 
Union Theological Seminary 
of Columbia University.

He is the epitome of what 
one might call the still very 
much alive ‘Irish Catholic 
genius’, Yet running paral-
lel with this Joycean life of 
undoubted genius has been 
Mr O’Siadhail’s perpetual 
anxiety of faith, an ethical 
restlessness that has surfaced 
constantly in his memora-
ble, personal poetry of love, 
despair, history and displace-
ment.

Testament is a milestone in 
this ethical journey. His new 
book is a paramount Christian 
endeavour.

Jazz
Verbally, it is a kind of jazz 
improvisation on the Word 
of God. Here is a book of 
two parts; the first, Psalter, 
comprises of 150 psalm-like 
poems of joy, delight and 
despair; the second, Gospel, 
is a vivid retelling of Gospel 
stories from Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. Reading from 
a single source, as every poet 
knows, is also one of the most 
powerful ways of creating a 
gathered community.

There is such immense 
power in repeating the 
promises of Christ, there is 
such embedded resilience 
within, that poets will always 
be drawn back to those first 
principles of faith – often 
despite themselves. Matters 
of faith and rumblings from 
the passage of ‘big questions’, 
have always been part of Mr 
O’Siadhail’s aesthetic as well 
as academic quest. In Testa-
ment we come to a moment 
in the poet’s life when “My 
time ripens, my days mellow”.

Joyful
It is the writer’s sheer pleas-
ure in the uncontrollable 
resonance of faith that dis-
tinguishes this book from all 
the other published works of 
the poet. This is a joyful book, 
first and foremost, and a great 
deal of its joy comes from the 
verbal capture of those prom-
ises of Christ:

 
“Eternities of joy deny
Time’s ruthless arrow on the 

fly—
O promise that they do not lie.

We laugh and laughing you’re 
nearby,

All fun is reaching for your 
sky—

O promise that it doesn’t lie.”
 
The tight, John Donne-like 

rhyming creates a sense of 
timelessness in the reader’s 
mind; and one feels that 
this is the sense the poet is 

after. The intrinsic coherence 
is propelled beyond literal 
sense by the effect of accu-
mulated rhymes; the effect 
is hallucinatory joy. We may 
read words but we should 
succumb to faith – this is the 
higher message that the poet, 
the word-smith, wants to tell 
us. In other words, faith has 
made his life rhyme.

Gratitude
Being grateful is almost a 
prerequisite to this sense of 
joy, which is difficult in this 
world where we are trained 
by therapy to feel entitled 
but hardly ever grateful. 
The poet puts our dilemma 
like this: “I bless you God 
although I don’t know how/
to thank enough for air, for 
light, for food. /I do not take 
for granted – I receive.” The 
astonishing power of grati-
tude is, therefore, a keynote 
of Testament.

“A mustard-seed faith tack-
les any task,” the poet writes 
bluntly in Gospel. The poems 
in part two of this collection 
have an earthy, sun-drenched 
quality taken from the Gali-
lean and Judean landscapes 
of the original gospels. This 
earthiness is hugely effec-
tive, giving a strong backbone 
to the lyrics, to that world 
of pressed olives and lamb, 
of Zechariah, Elizabeth and 
Mary. This is the Christ-land-
scape where every worker in 
the vineyard will get a full 
day’s wage no matter how 
late in the working-day they 
began.

Mr O’Siadhail recreates 
this ultimate metaphor of the 
bounty of heaven, wonder-
fully, lyrically. But that is only 
one of the many landscapes 
that Micheal O’Siadhail makes 
vivid through his skilled 
verse-craft in this inspiring 
and very beautiful book.

❛❛This is the 
Christ-landscape 
where every 
worker in the 
vineyard will get a 
full day’s wage no 
matter how late in 
the working-day 
they began”

Micheal O’Siadhail
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A History of the World in 500 Maps
Christian Grataloup and others 
(Thames & Hudson, £35.00/ €40.50)

Peter Costello 

This is an interesting and unusual 
book. It was originally published in 
French a couple of years ago. Chris-
tian Grataloup is the overall editor; 

the introduction is by Patrick Boucheron; 
other associates were French academics; and 
the attractive cartography is also by French 
experts.  

The whole project thus breaks free of the 
Anglo-American centred worldview which 
we in Ireland have all too often to make do 
with, in favour of a more European centric 
one. This is a value not to be underestimated 
these days.

The team who put it together wanted to 
create what Mr Boucheron calls “an atlas for 
the 21st Century”, and that is indeed what 
they have created between them.

Though the present century weighs heav-
ily on us all, with so many problems derived 
from the failed and even successful politics 
of the past two centuries, this book vividly 
illustrates and illuminates the environmen-
tal context in which the past took place and 
with which the rulers of today and indeed 
the ordinary people struggle as events in 
Amazonia, and indeed only the other day in 
Maui, ordinary people struggle often on their 
own. We need maps to understand it all.

There are a few things I would have liked 
to see, but let’s deal first with the positive 
points.

First as to size. Unlike too many atlases 
this one is a handy size for family, school 
or college use. These days a sensible size is 
important. 

But it is also an atlas, it shows history 
through maps. This too is not to be under-
valued, even though many people, even 
many historians, seem to have little under-
standing of what maps can reveal: this is 
the result of poor teaching at school and 

early college levels.
A good half of the nearly 600 pages is 

devoted to the world since 1492, a third to 
the world since 1914. This may seem unbal-
anced, and yet it is not: the earliest pages 
certainly illustrate many aspects of ancient 
and medieval history to which we give little 
attention, the major developments in China 
and India for instance, which are essential for 
understanding the aspiration and claims to 
status and respect of India and China today.

Coming to more modern times it may be a 
surprise to some to find a whole page graphi-
cally devoted to Lenin’s train journey in 1918 
under the auspices of the German Empire 
that took him from exiles in Zurich to the Fin-
land Station in Petersburg, so he could med-
dle with the democratic revolution which 
had already broken out. The consequences 
of that sealed carriage are still with us to this 
day, despite the fall of communism, in the 
attitudes of President Putin.

But the heavy attention to the recent past 
will be what makes this book attractive to 
many younger users, for they illustrate so 
many events and movements which the cul-
tural isolation of the very recent decades has 
inured so many. Here a series of maps will 
help illuminate, for instance, the continuing 
turmoil of Africa.

The interests of those concerned with 
religious matters are also served, for the 
rise, spread, and fracturing of Christianity all 
receive detailed treatment, as do the intrica-
cies attending the origins and global spread 
of Islam.

For many people under 30, this book will 
prove to be as good as a new education. They 
will really learn about the world in ways they 
have never seen before.

This is a book which can be warmly 
recommended to the ordinary reader. It is 
remarkably good value, as the prices of some 
academic books from university presses go 
these days.  Indeed, for all the expertly dis-
tilled and strikingly presented information 
that it contains, it is wonderfully cheap.

How the lie of the land 
shapes the course of history  

The World of Books
By the books editor

The Irish Catholic, August 24, 2023

A Catholic inspired 
solution to the ills of 
democracy in the USA

Regime Change: Towards a 
Postliberal Future
Patrick J. Deneen
(Forum Press/an imprint of Swift Press, 
£22.00/€27.50)  
Frank Litton 

Patrick J. Deneen’s Regime Change has 
attracted a good deal of attention. 
Reviewers have acknowledged his 
intelligence, his command of politi-

cal philosophy and praised his writing skills.
But they have baulked at his conclusions, 

claiming that he is promoting, if not a full-
blown theocracy, then at least a far greater 
role for religion in politics.

Certainly, Prof. Deneen, who is professor 
of political science at the university of Notre 
Dame and a Catholic, draws on the tradition 
of political thought rooted in the teachings 
of Aristotle and Aquinas. His argument for a 
“common good politics” need not amount to 
a case for the revival of Christendom.

So why this reaction? Why are commit-
ted liberals, members of the elites that domi-
nate academia, protectors of the status-quo, 
frightened by this view from the margins? 
I think that it’s because they recognise the 
problems which Prof. Deneen analyses and 
fear that they do not have the solutions.

The various versions of liberalism whose 
sources can be traced to Locke, John Stuart 
Mill, Hobbes and Rousseau have served us 
well, sustaining democracy and supporting 
economic prosperity. But their time is up. 
Their solution to the ‘political problem’ no 
longer works.

What is the political problem? Rousseau 
gives us a secular version of the ‘fall’. All was 
going well for our remote ancestors until 
they discovered the ‘division of labour’. The 
division of labour is a curse and a blessing; a 
blessing because it greatly increases produc-
tivity and enhances the material conditions 
of existence, a curse because it generates 
inequalities in power and wealth, encourag-
ing the will to dominate.

The interdependencies it delivers produce 
conflicts of interest that drive us apart. While 
we have a clear view of our immediate inter-
ests, the ‘big picture’ into which they fit is 
obscure.

As Prof. Deneen, following Aristotle, points 
out, good government, a healthy democracy, 
requires a ‘mixed regime’ in which a few rule 
constrained by the interests of the many.

The few, the elite, bring the bigger picture 
into harmony with the particular. They are 

competent in the business of balancing inter-
ests, seeking compromises, finding policies 
that keep the show on the road. 

The link between the few and the many 
is vital.

For a sizeable proportion of the US elec-
torate, the link has been broken. They voted 
Donald Trump into office. Mr Trump, who 
had no political track record, had never held 
elected office, and whose performance in 
office showed, had no competence in the 
formulation and implementation of policy, 
did have the skill to express his supporters 
disenchantment with and anger at the politi-
cal elites. His ascendancy gives a disturb-
ing insight into the rule of the many in the 
absence of an elite.

If rule by the many is bad, the rule of the 
few disconnected from the many is no better.

The United States becomes more and 
more unequal. While middle class incomes 
stagnate, the wealthy grow wealthier. For 
instance, in 2021, a US CEO earned 399 times 
the pay of the average worker. Between 
1978 and 2021, the pay of CEOs increased by 
1,460%, that of the typical worker by 18%.

The US wavers between populist revolt 
and the depredations of wealthy oligarchs 
who control the large corporations, wield 
enormous economic power and dominate 
political parties.

While we can speculate on the many 
causes, the neo-liberalism that guides the 
political elite must be a major factor. Its 
emphasis on autonomy that feeds into a poli-
tics of victimhood erodes a sense of national 
unity. The individualism that it promotes 
in the name of freedom is, in the end, self-
defeating.

Prof. Deneen combines a Marxian diagno-
sis with a prescription indebted to Catholic 
social teaching with its focus on the com-
mon good. He reminds us of the binding 
force of religion. Not content to understand 
the world, he seeks to change it, calling for 
action to oust the reigning elites. 

No wonder he puts the fear of God into 
the defenders of the collapsing status-quo.

The prognosis? I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with the dynamics of  US politics 
to hazard a judgement.

The question is: how else can good gov-
ernment and healthy democracy be restored 
in the US? This, of course, is not just a ques-
tion for the US. While the details differ, the 
same malaise is endemic in western democ-
racies.
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To join in Sr. Stan's vision please 
contact cian.dikker@focusireland.ie 
or phone 01 881 5962

Inspired by the vision and    
passion of Sr. Stan, many    
people are choosing to leave      
a loving gift in their will to 
support people who are 

a place they can call home.

Please remember GOAL in your Will
45 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support 
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a 

gift in your Will is priceless.

Contact Courtenay on
01 2809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

   

   

 

Hoping...
to be in a relationship?

Seeking...
someone who shares your faith?

Finding...
it difficult to meet the right person?

Then call on

www.heavenlypartners.ie

01 568 6558
 Ireland's Foremost Introduction Agency for Catholics

partnersheavenly

We will pass 
on the flame 
of faith.

Phone 01 6874028 
 info@irishcatholic.ie

For over 130 years, 
The Irish Catholic has 
been a voice of hope 
and inspiration for Catho-
lics in Ireland. Help us 
pass on the flame of faith 
by remembering us in 
your Will.
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SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers, 
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. Re-
moved and disposed of in a proper manner. No job 
too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015. 

LOUGH DERG DONEGAL
LOUGH DERG DONEGAL: St Oliver Plunkett 3-day 
pilgrimage: 07 - 09 July, 11- 13 August . Coach departs 
8am Parnell Square. Contact: 0863853027 / 01-4941171

MEDJUGORJE
LOCAL FAMILY ACCOMODATION: 16 ensuite 
rooms, groups welcome too. Contact Kristina Mobile: 
0044 77142 64849, Viber, WhatsApp. 
Email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.ba 
Facebook: Guest house Janja Ostojic

Seeks 
Church Brasses, Choir Stalls, Statues, 
Altar Rails, Confessionals, Pulpits, 
Stained Glass, Bells, Fonts, 

The Cross, Etc.
RTHY

+353 (0)89 401 9826 | patballybricken@gmail.com
COMPLETE CHURCH AND CONVENT CONTENTS BOUGHT

*Excludes Christmas & New Year. Single supplements apply to Sept & Oct
No Single supplement charge for Nov, Dec, Jan or Feb.

Tel 094 938 8088 • NI Tel 00 353 94 938 8088
www.knockhousehotel.ie

Senior Saver
5 B&B + 5 Dinners
September €495pps

October €385pps

November €310pp

*December €310pp

January ‘24 €330pp

February’24 €330pp

Mini Saver
3 B&B + 3 Dinners
September €375pps

October €295pps

November €235pp

*December €235pp

January ‘24 €235pp

February’24 €250pp

Book NOW for Christmas 2023
€750pps / €850 Single. Book before Oct 31st 
and get one Night DBB Free of Charge.

To learn more about the Holy 
Father’s official charity for overseas 
mission, call Fiona on 01 497 2035 or 
visit www.missio.ie

By choosing to leave a gift in 
your will to Missio Ireland,  
you are choosing to share 
God’s love with those who 
need it most.

Follow The Irish 
Catholic on Twitter

IrishCathNews
Classifieds: 01 687 4020
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Leisure timeLeisure time

              

Easy Hard
Sudoku Corner  497

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323

Across  
1 Waterproof outer garment 
(10) 
6 Antiaircraft explosives (4) 
10 Bishop’s headgear (5) 
11 More unfortunate (9) 
12 Disparaging term for 
one from Dublin (7) 
15 & 36a A number of 
blessings which Jesus 
mentions in the Sermon on 
the Mount (5,10) 
17 Plant with edible pods, 
also called lady’s-finger or 
gumbo (4) 
18 The first word of the Ave 
Maria in English (4) 
19 Medically-trained mem-
ber of the armed forces (5) 
21 Selling agents (7) 
23 Part of a play (5) 
24 See 21 down 
25 Greek goddess of vic-
tory (4) 
26 Japanese verse form (5) 
28 They contain the lines 
for movies (7) 
33 Soldier in Cromwell’s 
army (9) 
34 Rove in search of prey 
(5) 
35 Location for a building 
project (4) 
36 See 15 across

Across  
1 This piece of jewel-
lery is often given to a 
woman when she becomes 
engaged (7,4) 
7 Kerry and Tipperary are in 
this province (7) 
9 Painter, or sculptor per-
haps (6) 
10 Bold (7) 
11 “____ upon a time” (4) 
12 Catch fish in it, or hang it 
behind a goal (3) 
13 Noticing with the eyes (6) 
15 An oak is one (4) 
16 Ring-shape (6) 
17 An Academy Award, 
given to someone in the 
movies (5)

Down 
1 This playing piece has two 
sets of dots on it (6) 
2 Declare, tell publicly (8) 
3 Not in (3) 
4 City in Northern Ireland, on 
the river Foyle (5) 
5 Person from a huge coun-
try in Asia (6) 
6 ‘Ladies and _________’ (9) 
8 Having food (6) 
11 These animals live in and 
near a river (6) 
13 Ill (4) 
14 It makes you want to 
scratch (4)

Crossword Junior Gordius 497 Gordius 625

 SOLUTIONS, AUGUST 17
GORDIUS NO. 624

Across - 1 Angel Falls  6 Skit  10 Rearm  11 Guacamole  12 
Feather  15 Troll  17 Esau  18 Iran  19 Risks  21 Machete  23 

Draco  24 Ache  25 Nora  26 Wreck  28 Tugboat  33 
Honeycomb  34 Where  35 Push  36 Exonerated 

Down - 1 Agra  2 Guatemala  3 Limit  4 Angle  5 Lead  7 
Kyoto  8 The Blessed Sacrament  9 Pasture  13 Haka  14 Red 

heat  16 Window-shop  21 Monkeys  22 Thug  27 Ennis  29 
Urban  30 Bower  31 Hoax  32 Lend

CHILDREN’S No. 496
Across - 1 Minibus  7 Adult  8 Genie  9 Theatre  12 Cattle  13 

Erasers  16 Anne  17 Attempt  19 And  21 Break  22 Shark 
Down - 1 Magician  2 Ninety-nine  3 Beetle  4 Safe  5 Duet  6 
Athens  10 Her  11 Ass  14 Actors  15 Elm  18 Pair  19 Ark  20 

Day

 

2

2 8

6

2

4

5

4 7

9

2

7

9

1

5 1

6

8

3

7

6

9

6

7

3

2

8 7

8

3

8

1

9

4

1

5

2

56 34

4

5

931

9

3 5

5

6

79

8

9

4

42

9

5

1

2

3

8

Last week’s Hard 496

Last week’s Easy 496

 
8

6

4

2

1

2

7

8

9

5

2

3

3

3

5

9

7

8 5

1

4

3

4

1

8

92 3

4

6

2

4

1

1

7

4

9

27

9

6

2

2

3 1

4

5

6

6

9

7

8

7

9 7

5 8

8 9

8 9

1

1 4 5

8

15

4

6 5

5

2

7

6

6

3

36

3

7

1

5

6

9

5

41

8 23

3

2

8

1

8

368

3 4

3 2

8

7 8

3

4

7

7

7 3

4

8 5

46

1 9

5

8

6

9

6

1

2

6 5 29

526

85 1

1

9

9

9

9

9

7

3

36

71

1

2

4

7

7

5

5

4

4

4

2

2

7

6

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34

35 36

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

The Irish Catholic, June 18, 2020  | Classifieds ||39

Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323 Gordius 446

Across 
1 Fearful creatures of folklore 

developed in blob? Gosh! 
(10)

6 Travelled quickly, scooting 
past every dawdler at first 
(4)

10 & 15a These avian seasonal 
visitors might make a grebe 
tense (5,5)

11 He wrote lots of letters 
- from the capital of 
Minnesota? (5,4)

12 Denizens of the ice rink (7)
15 See 10 across
17 Rocky outcrop (4)
18 Sacred (4)
19 Ms Doolittle, of ‘Pygmalion’ 

and ‘My Fair Lady’ (5)
21 Fast food establishment that 

makes one sprightly? (7)
23 & 34a Team sport might be 

burning you (5,5)
24 See the cardinal and Patrick 

involved in a tiff (4)
25 Attest that Vera is upset (4)
26 An easily taken goal, 

or the result of a faucet 
installation? (3-2)

28 Great joy (7)
33 Transmit over the airwaves 

(9)
34 See 23 across
35 The Spanish potassium’s 

good for such creatures (4)

36 Can Gene hop around here 
in Denmark? (10)

Down
1 Central parts of wheels (4)
2 Classic actors’ good luck 

wish that might make a 
barge leak (5,1,3)

3 Group of eight (5)
4 One doesn’t succeed when 

roles are reassigned (5)
5 Cuticle (4)
7 Location for quiet needlework 

(5)
8 Italian cheese might make 

the colt elated (10)
9 Reel, walk unsurely (7)
13 Every Englishman accepts 

cold ham starters (4)
14 One can show respect for a 

item of regalia (7)
16 How caring, to scorch one 

piece of furniture (10)
20 While getting better, the 

little devil is wandering (9)
21 Type of poison (7)
22 Ms Fitzgerald is to be found 

in a cellar (4)
27 Wine of poor quality (5)
29 Metric unit of capacity (5)
30 Make physical contact (5)
31 Portuguese city with a 

distant ring to it (4)
32 Presently, one will see ‘The 

Headless Clergyman’ (4)

Across 
1 After you cook it in water, 

crack this open to enjoy it 
(6,3)

7 This pirate is Peter Pan’s 
enemy (7,4)

8 Selected (5)
9 Goes over articles, and gets 

them ready to be published 
in the paper. (5)

11 Wicked (4)
14 Pulled sharply. (6)
16 Number that means a 

single thing (3)
17 Enormous (8)
18 Use your lips to do this (4)
19 Very harsh (6)

Down
1 Two-wheeler (7)

2 Getting better at something 
(9)

3 You use it to rub things out 
(6)

4 Bert’s best friend in Sesame 
Street. (5)

5 Getting bigger. (7)
6 You put this in a fountain 

pen (3)
10 Sorrow (7)
12 A person speaks with this 

(5)
13 Go away (5)
14 The name of a book or 

film. (5)
15 A type of lizard (5)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 337 Gordius 460

 SOLUTIONS, JUNE 11
 GORDIUS No. 459

Across – 1 Spacecraft  6 Flog  10 On cue  11 Fragrance  12 Crashed  
15 Turin 17 Emus  18 Unit  19 Accra  21 Jackdaw  23 Lunge  24 Emit  

25 Halo  26 Salvo  28 Pharaoh  33 Inflation  34 Rioja  35 Gush   
36 Holy Orders

Down – 1 Snow  2 Accordion  3 Evens  4 Rifle  5 Fear  7 Liner   
8 Green Party 9 Fretsaw  13 Ha-ha  14 Desktop publishing   

20 Cameo role  21 Jehovah 22 Asia  27 Lifts  29 Handy  30 Rarer   
31 Lido  32 Jaws

 CHILDREN’S No. 336
Across – 1 Barack Obama  6 Tablets  8 Touch  9 Heels  10 Prince   

13 Rescue  16 Beetle  17 Cobweb  18 Log  19 Kettle  20 Euro
Down – 1 Butcher  2 Robbers  3 Chess  4 Oyster  5 Autumn  7 Shoe  

10 Pebble – 11 Ice Age  12 Colour  14 Elope  15 Cow
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26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

There is no greater legacy that will leave a mark 
on future generations than supporting our pro-life 
and pro-family work.
With your legacy commitment today we will 
Rebuild a Culture of Life in Ireland.
Call for our free brochure today to find out how 
you can save countless lives for years to come.

Legacy 
for Life

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a 
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or 
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Come for a FREE, behind-the-scenes tour of Merchants Quay 
Ireland’s homeless drop-in centre.

See first-hand how your kind donations and legacy bequests 
work to bring hope and relief to people who’ve slept rough 

overnight.

To find out more please ring Shauna at 01 524 0139.

We’d love to m�t you

You’re Invited

Down  
1 It can be measured in 
minutes (4) 
2 Deter taxi thus to transfer 
to another jurisdiction (9) 
3 Insolence (5) 
4 Coarse, unrefined (5) 
5 One who takes your side 
in conflict (4) 
7 Telling fibs (5) 
8 Distinctive blow in a cer-
tain martial art (6,4) 
9 Shrieks (7) 
13 This river flows through 
Hamburg (4) 
14 Ribbon-shaped pieces of 
egg dough, often served in 
soup (7) 
16 Chemical element 
number 15, with the symbol 
P (10) 
20 Tidal debris (9) 
21 & 24a Ancient sculpture 
on display in the Louvre, the 
inspiration for the logo of 25 
across (5,2,4) 
22 Bellow (4) 
27 Native Arctic people (5) 
29 Trainee officer (5) 
30 Contribution to a meeting 
or discussion (5) 
31 In this place (4) 
32 Regrettably (4)
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Baptism is the hot button issue in Irish parishes
Notebook Fr Bernard Cotter

It’s official — the significance 
of Baptism in Irish parish life is 
the top ‘hot-button’ issue for read-
ers of this page. In all my years of 
contributing here, nothing else has 
exercised readers in the way this 
topic did in the July 23 edition. 
Reactions have been flooding in 
(quoted below, with permission).

My thesis that Baptism is the 
forgotten, sidelined Sacrament 
that needs to be re-instated at the 
core of parish life attracted much 
support. One priest colleague 
reported that his pastoral council 
hope to invite all parents of newly-
baptised children to the parish 
Mass once a month and then send 
them home with a gift (a children’s 
Bible). A Carmelite confrere had an 
alternative idea: that “all families 
who had a child baptised in the 
year be invited to celebrate the 
feast day of The Baptism of the 
Lord”. Couples could come forward 
for a blessing at the end of the 
Mass and receive a memento to 
mark the occasion.

Landmark
A reader in a parish adjacent to my 
own saw baptisms at Sunday Mass 
as a win/win situation:

“The parents of the child would 
be delighted to have a well-heated 

church (especially in winter),” 
because the church is always 
warm for Sunday Mass. “Further-
more it would add to the status of 
the Sacrament — especially with 
more than one child: the more 
the merrier. The sense of occasion 
would be a landmark, like wed-
dings, ordinations, First Commun-
ion, Confirmation,” they said. 

Grace Frayne also liked the idea 
of including baptisms in Sunday 
Mass once a month, perhaps “as 
part of the family Mass”. Kathleen 
Faley thought baptisms could be 
held at Mass “as often as neces-
sary in rural parishes”. 

Patricia McCarthy spoke of 
having just that experience: “My 
four children are now all adults 

And Andrew Kieran made 
a prediction: “When the good 
name of the Church in Ireland is 
restored, which will take much 
dedication and perseverance, 
there will be a return to an appre-
ciation of the holiness of this 
Sacrament.” 
Your reactions please to frber-
nard1984@gmail.com

Are cemetery 
Masses a good 
idea?
Cemetery Masses abound in 
the summer throughout Ireland 
— but are they really such a 
good idea? Rural cemeteries 
are often windswept, exposed, 
higgledy-piggledy places, with 
little space for standing and no 
toilet facilities. Chairs have to 
be brought, amplification added 
and some shelter provided. And 
all the while, every parish has a 
building with all this laid on, i.e. 
a church. Wouldn’t it be better to 
have Mass in the comfort of the 
church, then adjourn to the cem-
etery for a short prayer service? 
Water blessed at Mass could be 
brought along, to forge a link 
between the two holy places.

Creation-tide will 
challenge us
My favourite cartoon from the 
summer showed an Italian family 
arriving home from a holiday 
in Ireland, exclaiming: “It was 
wonderful, it rained every day!” 
People across North America and 
Europe would have loved our 
damp July and August.

The wildfires around the 
world this year provide a perfect 
context for the soon-to-begin 
Creation-tide (September 1 to 
October 4). Lessening fossil-fuel 
dependence challenges everyone, 
including parishes. Is it time for 
solar panels on churches, alterna-
tives to gas or oil heating? Should 
we cut back on paper missalettes, 
hymn sheets and other printed 
media? Creation-tide will chal-
lenge each of us this year.

and when they were born we 
lived in Scotland and the youngest 
was born in Wales. The Catholic 
community in both places was 
more intimate than most parishes 
in Ireland. Each of my children 
was baptised during Sunday 
Mass. They were joyous celebra-
tions with the whole focus of the 
Mass a catechesis on the meaning 
of baptism — and a renewal of our 
own vows.”

Necessity
Many readers also emphasised 
the necessity of preparing for the 
Sacrament, suggesting a good 
preparatory programme for 
parents, with a mix of Zoom and 
face-to-face meetings. Such Zoom 
meetings could be shared by 
several parishes, with time for a 
Q&A locally.

Sean Smith has written a 
book which details the bones of 
a four-week pre-baptism course. 
His comments were practical, “We 
don’t need highly trained people 
to facilitate this. Solid, happily-
married couples are by far the best 
because they witness more than 
teach, and this touches parents 
more than information” (from 
Jesus – Answer to Evangelising the 
Irish Church, now on sale).

 

The Little Way
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THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION
Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR
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I enclose €........................ to be allocated to:

€........................ MISSION CHAPELS

€........................ HUNGRY NEEDY CHILDREN
€........................ WELLS AND WATER
€........................ MASSES (please state no.   )

(We ask for a minimum of €6.50 
or more for each Mass)

€........................ LITTLE
 
WAY

 
ADMIN EXPENSES 

 www.littlewayassociation.com

Impoverished Catholic 
community in D.R. 

Congo badly needs our 
help to build a solid and 

dignified chapel
Fr Cesar Balayulu, a Consolata priest working on the 

outskirts of Kinshasa, has told us about his Catholic 
faithful at serie Dix, about ten miles from his parish 
church. “The people live in small houses often made 
from metal sheets or straw.  Because of their poverty 
our people cannot help us financially with the cost of 
building the chapel dedicated to Our Lady Consolata 
which we wish to construct.  At present Mass is offered 
under a large metal sheet on poles, this becoming 
impossible in bad weather. 
“The new chapel, when completed, will help our 
Christians to participate with dignity in the Holy 
Eucharist, no longer having to carry chairs from their 
homes every Sunday.  It will enable them to focus more 
on prayer and not to be distracted by noise from 
outside.  It will promote the social life of the Christian 
community. We turn to you, Little Way, with great 
confidence that you will support us with your aid.”

Will you please help these 
Christian brothers and sisters of 

ours to turn their dream of a chapel 
into reality?

(If we receive more funds than are required for this 
project they will be used for similar chapel projects).

Every euro you send will be sent direct to   
help build a mission chapel.

PLEASE HELP FEED 
HUNGRY CHILDREN

Fr Eamonn Gowing is a Redemptorist 
priest working in a favela/shanty town in 
the Brazilian city of Fortaleza. He reports 

of the great poverty there and how 
more than 200 children benefit from a 

feeding programme he has started 
which provides a nutritious meal each 
day.  For many of the children it is the 

only regular meal they receive. Fr 
Eamonn is one of the many missionaries 

The Little Way Association supports 
with funds to feed hungry children.

Can you spare a donation, large 
or small, to feed a hungry child?

Every euro you send to our fund for 
Needy Children will be used, without 

deduction, to provide food,  
health-supplies and basic necessities 

for deprived children.

MISSIONARIES NEED 
YOUR MASS OFFERINGS
In these difficult times missionary priests 
overseas rely more than ever on Mass 

stipends for their daily subsistence and in 
order that they may continue to minister 

to their poor communities. 
We like to send a minimum stipend 

of  €6.50 or more for each Mass.

WALSINGHAM 
THERESIAN CENTRE

Praying for the Missions and offering 
accommodation to pilgrims. For 

reservations please contact Maggie 
on 0044 1328 820 222.
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