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Let Your Compassion Live On
A gi� in your Will has the power to transform 
patient care at the Mater Hospital
For more information, please contact 
James at jsullivan@materfoundation.ie or phone 01 830 3482.

Show me the love…

Prachi Agrawal from Dominican College Sion Hill, Blackrock, is congratulated by her parents Deepak 
Raipuri and Alka Raipuri after becoming the Dublin regional winner of the inaugural Oireachtas essay 
competition organised by Senator Rónán Mullen, on March 10 in Leinster House. Photo: John McElroy

Ruadhán Jones
The cancelling of columnist with The Irish 
Catholic Mary Kenny by the University of 
Limerick (UL) has been dubbed “a disaster” 
by a local councillor.

UL’s move is part of a “very worrying” 
proliferation of cancelling in universities 
across the western world, Independent 
Cllr Emmett O’Brien told The Irish Catholic.

The veteran journalist and co-founder 
of the Irish Women’s Liberation Movement 
was to give a talk on feminism at UL on 
March 8. However, protests by students 
over alleged “transphobia” led to the col-
lege “disinviting” her. The allegations are 
without foundation.

Cllr O’Brien insisted that: “If you can’t 
even so much as listen to a person’s opin-
ion without forming a preconceived idea, 
then…society will end up in polarised 
camps, which for the future is a disaster”.

We must listen to people rather than 
“sticking your head in the sand and saying, 
no, no, no,” he finished.

Ms Kenny said she was “hurt” by the 
cancelling, calling it “unjust”. 

“They were judging me before they 
heard what I said,” Ms Kenny told this 
paper. “That is unfair, to judge people 
before you’ve given them a chance to 
speak.”

“I’m game to fight another day,” Ms 
Kenny vowed, saying that people across 
the political spectrum have been “very 
good, very supportive” after news of her 
cancellation broke.

Cancelling Mary 
Kenny ‘a disaster’ 
says Limerick 
councillor

Survivors of abuse in non-Catholic 
schools feel marginalised by inquiry
Chai Brady
Abuse survivors in schools that 
are not run by the Catholic Church 
feel “marginalised” and “silenced” 
because they have not been included 
in a fresh inquiry into abuse, a cam-
paigner has claimed.

It comes after the Government 
announced that it has appointed a 
barrister to investigate recent allega-
tions of historic abuse made by for-
mer students of schools managed by 
Catholic religious orders.

Dr Niall Meehan, a lecturer in 
Griffith College Dublin who has 
campaigned on behalf of people 
who allegedly suffered abuse in 
schools under the patronage of 
the Church of Ireland, claimed that 
the Government is refusing to take 
abuse survivors from non-Catholic 
schools seriously.

He told The Irish Catholic: “They 
are attempting to sweep it under 
the carpet. It’s embarrassing for 
them [the Government], so they 
don’t want it published or publi-
cised in any way shape of form,” 
Dr Meehan said regarding the new 
inquiry into schools run by religious 
orders – which only includes Catho-
lic schools.

“The scoping inquiry is driven by 
media interest and public concern, 
and outrage, so the Government 
is having the inquiry as a result of 
pressure, they don’t feel the pressure 

» Continued on Page 2

Lá fhéile Pádraig sona daoibh

FRANCIS AT 10: 
FIRST DECADE OF THE
‘POPE OF SURPRISES’
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Ten years ago, bookmakers Paddy 
Power asked me to compile their 
papal election guide ahead of 
the conclave that would replace 

Pope Benedict XVI. It was mostly a bit of 
fun, but punters were in fact betting on 
who would become the next Bishop of 

Synodality is the big 
project of this Papacy

and inward-looking, obsess-
ing about mere ecclesiastical 
affairs when there is a world in 
need of mercy.

For Francis, mercy is the 
great antidote to progres-
sive optimism as well as con-
servative pessimism, precisely 
because it grounds its hope in 
God’s forgiveness of our sins, 
rather than our belief in our 
own resources.

That is why the poor and 
marginalised are quicker to 
grasp Francis than the rich and 
the powerful — and why the 
opposition to Francis has come 
from elite groups invested in 
particular pre-determined 
answers to narrow questions.

❛❛You can’t 
please everyone 
as Pope, St John 
Paul II didn’t and 
Benedict XVI 
certainly didn’t”

When Church historians 
come to write the history of 
the papacy of the first Latin 
American to sit of the Chair 
of St Peter, it is perhaps the 
topic of synodality that will 
be the most important. Francis 
has sought to put flesh on the 
bones of a subject that was at 
the heart of the Second Vatican 
Council, namely how the entire 
People of God – laypeople, reli-
gious, priests and bishops – are 
co-responsible for the Church.

Of course, synodality was 
not a construct of the 1960s 
– it has a long tradition in the 
early Church, but a tradition of 
great grace as well as great sad-
ness as conflict split the Church 
apart. The strong and central-
ised exercise of power we have 
in the papacy now arose out of 
a need for authority to trump 
the will of local ecclesiastics 

Editor’s Comment
Michael Kelly

Rome and the bookies natu-
rally wanted some insight. 
As I selected the cardinals I 
though had the best chance 
of getting elected, I hesitated 
about Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio of Argentina. He 
had, reportedly, been run-
ner-up in the conclave that 
had elected Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger in 2005, he was 
unlikely to get another 
chance. Or was he?

In the end, I was glad that 
I added Cardinal Bergoglio 
to my shortlist and a less-
redeemed version of myself 
enjoyed the bragging rights 
in those first heady days 
after the Argentine Pontiff 
took to the loggia with his 
trademark Buona sera.

A decade later and just 
months after the death of 
Benedict XVI, we assess the 
first ten years of the man the 
Italians call Papa Bergoglio.

From day one, he has had 
the wind at his back. Per-
haps no Pope in the modern 
era has enjoyed the positive 
media coverage that Francis 
has. Catholics in the pews 
are, by and large, positively 
disposed towards him. His 
characteristic humility and 
personal touch shines out.

Remarkable
This is all-the-more remark-
able given the fact that he 
came after two polyglot 
Popes, and yet has trav-
elled the globe and won the 
hearts of Catholics and non-
Catholics alike with his mix 
of Rioplatense and the Ital-
ian he learnt from his grand-
mother. Proof positive that 
actions and gestures really 
do speak louder than words.

Francis in the last ten 
years has called the Church 
to be authentically the 
Church: to be a Church 
that goes out rather than 
one that is self-referential 

who wanted to do things their 
own way without the univer-
sal Church.

Temptation
That temptation, the temp-
tation to canonise our own 
thoughts, feelings and opin-
ions, is ever-present. That is 
why Francis is so keen on ask-
ing Catholics to develop the 
ability to discern spirits, and 
in so doing discern what God 
is calling the Church to.

Today synodality, as in the 
first Christian millennium, 
is not without bumps in the 
road. Mercifully, secular pow-
ers no longer raise military 
armies to try to impose doc-
trine. But the colonisation (as 
Pope Francis calls it) of the 
Church is no less ambitious in 
its desire to mould doctrines 
and teachings to suit agendas.

The Church in Germany at 
the weekend presented a huge 
challenge to the unity and the 
unicity of the universal Church 
(see page 26). This is some-
thing that will cause friction 

and tension as bishops from 
around the world prepare to 
gather in Rome this October 
for what has been called the 
‘Synod on Synodality’.

If we are clear in our belief 
that the entire People of God 
are co-responsible for the 
Church, we owe it to our Gos-
pel commitment to be seri-
ous about that and to engage 
with synodality at every level 
while remaining faithful to 
the unchanging truths of the 
Church.

You can’t please everyone 
as Pope, St John Paul II didn’t 
and Benedict XVI certainly 
didn’t. Francis won’t either, 
but his synodal project has 
the potential to create a dif-
ferent culture in the Church 
where all the baptised collab-
orate together in the work of 
evangelisation. After all, being 
Catholic is not a bureaucratic 
exercise – but a willingness to 
hand on the precious gift we 
have been given.

Ad multos annos Francis-
cus!
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BUYER SEEKS
CHURCH BRASSES; CHOIR STALLS, 
PEWS, ALTAR RAILS, CONFESSIONS, 

PULPITS, STAINED GLASS, BELLS, 
FONTS, TABERNACLES, PANELLING, 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS, 

Survivors of abuse in 
non-Catholic schools feel 
marginalised by inquiry
» Continued from Page 1
with regard to non-Roman 
Catholic institutions so they’re 
not prepared to move on it,” he 
claimed.

Dr Meehan said that due 
to the parameters of the 
inquiry “victims of abuse in 
non-Roman Catholic settings 
feel that their narrative is not 
important, they feel marginal-
ised, they feel that they don’t 
have the ability to have their 
story told, they don’t have the 
confidence that somebody will 
listen to them, it’s not part of 
the ongoing narrative and 
therefore it’s also not picked 
up by the media and the media 
don’t pursue it.

“It’s assumed all the time 
that abuse occurs only in a 
Roman Catholic context,” he 
said.

He insisted: “It definitely 

does silence victims in other 
schools, there’s no question 
about that, because they feel 
there’s nowhere they can go 
to make their voices heard. It 
will continue to silence them 
unless it [the inquiry] comes 
out into the open.”

In response to a query 
from The Irish Catholic about 
why the scoping inquiry only 
focused on Catholic schools, 
the Department of Education 
said that it was established 
in response to recent claims 
of historical sexual abuse in a 
number of day and boarding 
schools run by religious orders. 

A spokesperson for the 
department said: “While these 
revelations initially focused on 
the Spiritan order, revelations 
and allegations in respect of 
schools run by other religious 
orders have since come to 
light.

“Having regard to this and 
the importance of meeting the 
challenging timeframe which 
the minister has set - and has 
personally committed to in 
her discussions with survivors 
- the scoping inquiry is prior-
itising schools run by religious 
orders as its focus.

“Anyone who is a survivor of 
sexual abuse in these schools 
can participate in the survivor 
engagement process which 
will be an integral element of 
the scoping inquiry,” he said.

On the issue of abuse allega-
tions made by former students 

of non-Catholic schools the 
spokesman added: “It should 
also be noted that elements of 
the scoping inquiry will focus 
more broadly on the school 
sector as a whole, including 
an analysis of current child 
protection systems and frame-
works within the primary and 
post-primary sector.”

The scoping inquiry will be 
led by Senior Counsel Mary 
O’Toole. Minister for Education 
Norma Foley said it was diffi-
cult to put a timeframe on the 
process, but she said it could be 
in the region of eight months.



| News ||3The Irish Catholic, March 16 2023

TheTheTheDTheDTheTheDTheTheTheTheDTheTheTheominicansDominicans
Preaching Truth for the Salvation of Souls

Contact our Vocations Director today to find out
more about our upcoming vocations events:

colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

"Truth is so obscure in these times, and"Truth is so obscure in these times, and
falsehood so established, that unless wefalsehood so established, that unless we

love the truth, we cannot know it."love the truth, we cannot know it."
- Blaise Pascal- Blaise Pascal

Jason Osborne
Despite his parents being told at 
birth that it was likely he would 
never speak, Belfast-born actor 
James Martin became the first 
person with Down syndrome to 
win an Academy Award at the 
weekend.

An Irish Goodbye won the 
Oscar for best live action short 
film.

The film follows the story of 
two estranged brothers, played 
by James Martin and Seamus 
O’Hara, who come together after 
their mother’s death to fulfil her 
‘bucket list’.

Speaking on the BBC’s Good 
Morning Ulster programme, the 
actor’s father, Ivan Martin, said 
that it’s an “amazing feat”.

“It’s something that nobody 
can ever take away from him…
When you’re the first to do any-
thing, it’s there for life and that’s 
how it is with him,” Mr Martin 
said of his son’s Down syndrome.

Describing his son as tackling 
everything with “great gusto,” 
Mr Martin said that when his son 
was born, they were told that he’d 
never speak.

“I feel that ultimately the 
person who said to me, ‘Look, Mr 
Martin, you’re going to have to 
realise that James will probably 
never speak’ – bedside manner of 
Attila the Hun.

Irishman doctors said would never speak wins Oscar

“So here we are – James not 
only speaks, once he started 
speaking he hasn’t shut up since,” 
Mr Martin said.

“He loves the acting, he’s loved 
this ride with the Oscars and the 
Baftas. He took the Bafta up to 

his drama group…it’s a hell of an 
achievement to get it.”

Mr Martin said that all he ever 
wanted for James “was that he’d 
be happy,” adding, “and, I tell you 
what, he’s happy now”.

The Academy Award triumph 

was roundly welcomed on social 
media, including by politicians 
who’ve supported the introduc-
tion of abortion in the North, 
including for babies diagnosed 
with Down syndrome.

Sinn Fein’s Michelle O’Neill 

who said she was “absolutely 
over the moon for James Martin 
and everyone involved in An Irish 
Goodbye for their Oscar win”.

“An incredible achievement 
that will inspire a generation of 
actors and film makers,” she said.

Belfast actor James Martin is 
pictured with the team behind An 

Irish Goodbye at the Academy 
Awards on Sunday. Photo: Twitter
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Dana lights the fire…

Dr Tim Campbell, director of the Saint Patrick Centre, congratulates Dana Rosemary Scallon on 
her newly debuted song, Light the Fire, about St Patrick bringing the Christian Faith to Ireland. 
Dana debuted the song at the Saint Patrick Centre on Monday, March 13.

Male religious encouraged 
to fight human trafficking
An Irish network that fights human trafficking has 
called on male religious to raise awareness about 
the “evils of human trafficking”.

In a letter from four male religious, Act to Pre-
vent Trafficking (APT) said it is important for male 
religious to “put our weight behind” campaigns that 
explode myths around trafficking and prostitution. 

“Past pupils’ networks of male congregations 
and diocesan schools could be harnessed to raise 
awareness around the corrupting influence of por-
nography, and of the fact that it is now a crime for 
men to purchase sex,” APT said.

APT is run by religious congregations and the let-
ter points out that most of its members are women 
religious, despite that fact that it is largely men who 
seek the services of trafficked women.

Discernment day 
‘transformational’ for 
young Catholics
A day-long retreat to help young people discern 
their vocation was described as “transformational” 
by some of the young Catholics in attendance.

Organised by a number of youth ministries active 
in Ireland, Ciara Ferry of NET Ministries Ireland told 
The Irish Catholic that the March 4 discernment day 
at the Dominican Retreat Centre in Tallaght was 
provided to “fill a need for young people”.

“It’s [discernment] at the forefront of young peo-
ple’s minds and so we thought it was a good oppor-
tunity to fill that need for them and help them to 
do it because they’re all wondering where is God 
going to call me for my vocation. Then, even in the 
meantime, what can I do to serve the Church while 
I’m waiting and preparing for this?”

Irish prison chaplains 
report due soon 
The delayed 2021 reports of chaplains to the Irish 
Prison Service are expected soon, having been 
sent to the Minister for Justice Helen McEntee.  

In response to a query from this paper the Irish 
Prison Service said the chaplaincy service “has a 
significant contribution to make as part of the 
multi-disciplinary team in a prison, addressing 
the physical, social and spiritual needs of prison-
ers in a holistic way”. 

The spokesperson said: “Each chaplain is 
required under Rule 119(1) of the prison rules to 
submit a report to the director general and to the 
governor on matters relating to the provision of 
chaplaincy services in the preceding year.  

“The 2021 chaplains reports have now been 
finalised. The minister is currently in receipt of 
the 2021 chaplains reports and the Irish Prison 
Service expects to publish them as a group to the 
Irish Prison Service website shortly,” he added.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Ruadhán Jones
The new curriculum framework for primary 
schools announced last week reconfirms 
the importance of religion and spirituality, 
a body representing Catholic schools has 
said.

The curriculum, launched last week by 
Minister for Education Norma Foley, will 
come into play in 2026. The Irish bish-
ops’ conference and the Catholic Educa-
tion Partnership have both welcomed the 
updated curriculum, saying it “meets the 

evolving educational needs of pupils”.
Speaking to The Irish Catholic, Mr Hynes 

of the CEP said they are “happy to see the 
State reconfirm the importance of religious 
education as part of a wholistic education”.

Mr Hynes said CEP are pleased that the 
“very relativistic approach” of the previous 
Education about Religion and Beliefs (ERB) 
proposal will not feature in the curriculum.

He added that the recognition of the 
spiritual dimension in the curriculum is 
“very important”.

“The centrality of religious education 
within religious ethos schools is acknowl-

edged as an important part of pupil educa-
tion and development,” Mr Hynes said.

Reports prior to the curriculum’s release 
suggested that there would be less empha-
sis on religious education, as time spent on 
religious education moved from two and 
half hours to two hours per week. 

However, Mr Hynes explained that 
the the new ‘flexible time’ option allows 
up to seven hours a month to be spent 
on programmes of the patrons choosing, 
including sacramental preparation, prayer 
services and school Masses.

Additionally, the Irish bishops’ confer-

ence pointed out that the “reorganisation 
of time for religious education, reflects the 
movement of some aspects of the current 
religious education programme into other 
parts of the curriculum”.

Changes to the RE curriculum include 
moving education on world religions into 
the subjects of history and geography, 
whereas it would previously have been 
taught as part of the ‘Grow in Love’ pro-
gramme in Catholic schools.

The bishops added that this is done “in a 
manner which respects the ethos and cur-
riculum of all primary schools”. 

New primary curriculum affirms importance 
of religion, says Catholic schools’ body

Chai Brady
There is “delight” following 
the decision by the Irish bish-
ops to recommend that 30% of 
parish grounds be returned to 
nature by 2030.

Jane Mellett, the Laudato 
Si’ Officer of Trócaire, said 
that the announcement by 
the bishops after their spring 
meeting directly responds to 

the call of Pope Francis. 
She said that for parishes 

it does not mean “abandon-
ing” the land – it still needs 
to be managed and people 
should consult those in their 
locality who are involved in 
horticulture, landscaping, or 
gardening. 

Ms Mellett said: “I think 
if you have a group of inter-
ested people that can run with 

this it’s a very easy win for 
biodiversity. There are many 
parishes around the country 
already doing this… so there’s 
plenty of examples out there 
that we hope to share with 
people.”

She advised reading the 
Government’s booklet Garden-
ing for Biodiversity.

Speaking of Laudato Si’, 
the Pope’s encyclical on the 

environment, the bishops said: 
“In Laudato Si’ we read that 
this diversity of species has an 
‘intrinsic value independent of 
their usefulness. Each organ-
ism, as a creature of God, is 
good and admirable in itself’.  
Humanity is called to care for 
the Earth and all of its crea-
tures, in other words to ‘live 
out our vocation to be protec-
tors of God’s handiwork’.”

‘Easy win’ for nature as 30% of parish 
land called to be returned to nature

Jason Osborne
Tánaiste Micheál Martin has 
said that his department will 
consider how best to “most 
effectively” continue Ireland’s 
work on freedom of religion 
and belief in light of the find-
ings of the Church in Chains 
Global Guide’s contents and 
findings.

Church in Chains recently 
launched their 4th Global 
Guide which lists 60 countries 
where 200 million Christians 
face persecution because of 
their faith, ranging from lim-
ited persecution to severe.

“The promotion of freedom 
of religion or belief is a prior-
ity for Ireland and the EU’s 
human rights engagement at 
both bilateral and multilateral 
level,” Mr Martin said March 8 
in response to questions from 
Fianna Fáil’s Brendan Smith TD.

Ireland has “condemned 
the use of religion or belief to 
create a hierarchy of humanity 
from which Christians and other 
religious communities can be 
subjected to violence and per-
secution,” Minister Martin said.

Tánaiste: 
Ireland 
addressing 
Christian 
persecution 
worldwide
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A Spanish court illuminates the 
‘woman in the home’ clause
Ivana Moral, aged 48, 

is a Spanish house-
wife who, earlier this 
month, made history 

in the Spanish courts.
During the course of 

her divorce, Judge Laura 
Ruiz Alamino, awarded 
Senora Moral the sum of 
€204,624 in recognition of 
her having been a dutiful 
housewife for 25 years, and 
a mother of two who took 
care of the home. Ivana 
Moral’s ex-husband, a suc-
cessful businessman, was 
directed to pay his former 
spouse a monthly remit-
tance of €500 as a form of 
pension.

A sad business
Divorce is a sad business 
and the splitting of the 
assets can become depress-
ingly materialistic. But the 
Moral case was reported 

Mary Kenny The teaching of modern 
foreign languages is to be 
expanded in Irish pri-
mary schools from next 
September, Education 
Minister Norma Foley has 
announced. That’s great. 
The earlier a child starts 
learning a second or third 
language, the better.

In Britain, Catholics 
once had the reputation of 
being especially proficient 
at foreign languages – and 
the British Foreign Office 
deliberately recruited can-
didates who had attended 
Catholic schools. It was 
said, traditionally, that 
up to a quarter of those 
working in the FO were 
Catholics.

The reason was that 
Catholics used to be 
familiar with Latin, 
and Catholic schools 
were better at teaching 
Latin. Latin is a helpful 
basis for learning all 
European languages 

(with the possible 
exception of Basque and 
Ungaro-Finnish). Italian, 
French, Spanish, Catalan, 
Portuguese are all made 
more accessible by 
knowing Latin. German 
grammar is said to be 
more open to those who 
have mastered Latin 
grammar.

Learning, and 
maintaining, a foreign 
language is, I think, a 
pleasure as well as an 
accomplishment. Yet 
probably the greatest 
obstacle to mastering a 
foreign tongue now is 
being a native English-
speaker. Because English 
is so internationally 
used, the incentive to 
become fluent in other 
tongues is diminished. It’s 
discouraging wrestling 
with a Norwegian phrase 
when everyone answers in 
English!

St. Francis Hospice

www.sfh.ie

globally because it estab-
lished something significant, 
especially for women: home-
making is important, and the 
spouse who keeps the home-
base running, and does much 
of the childcare, has made a 
real contribution to the fam-
ily’s benefit. She has been a 
significant part of the ‘com-
mon good’ of a household. 

Despite its old-fashioned, 
even archaic, wording, the 
famous Article 41.2 of the 
Irish Constitution did try to 
make that point back in 1937. 
Eighty-six years before a mod-
ern divorce judge’s ruling, the 
Constitution announced that 

the State “recognises that 
by her life within the home, 
woman gives to the State a 
support without which the 
common good cannot be 
achieved”.

That is the very point the 
Spanish judge was making – 
that a homemaker bestowed 
added value on a ‘common 
good’.

Swept away
Before that clause is swept 
away – as it very likely will 
be by Leo Varadkar’s plans to 
remove it from the Constitu-
tion in the name of ‘gender 
equality’ – let us bear in mind 

that it put down a marker of 
respecting the home; and 
those who did caring work in 
the home.

❛❛ It overlooks the 
sometimes invisible 
context of a home 
base which is the 
support structure”

Modern liberal capitalism 
consistently favours those 
who are economically active 
in a paid job: it overlooks the 
sometimes invisible context 
of a home base which is the 
support structure.

It’s regrettable that over the 
86 years since Article 41.2 has 
existed we haven’t been able 
to establish with sufficient 
emphasis that housework is 
real work, and that childcare 
is vital work. It’s a pity that 
we didn’t underline the value 
implied in Article 41.2 which 
has now been flagged up by 
a Spanish judge.

Jane Fonda in North Vietnam in 1972

l My husband Richard 
West reported from Vietnam 
from 1968 to 1975. He was 
working for the left-wing New 
Statesman and he certainly 
opposed the American 
conduct of the war in South-
East Asia. It was a heart-
rending situation.

Yet despite his own anti-
war feelings, he never quite 
forgave the film actress Jane 
Fonda for going to Hanoi 
in 1972, speaking on North 
Vietnamese radio, being 
photographed with North 
Vietnamese anti-aircraft 
guns, and denying the 

reported bad conditions of 
American POWs. She was 
famously dubbed ‘Hanoi 
Jane’ by her critics, some of 
whom remained bitter about 
the episode.

Give her the benefit of 
the doubt? A well-meaning 
young actress distressed by 
the American bombing mis-
sion, drawing attention to 
its cruelties? Maybe. But do 
you speak against your own 
country from a repressive 
communist dictatorship? 
Some call it treason.

Ms Fonda raised eye-
brows again last week, when 

on an American TV show, 
The View, she suggested that 
the way to address the abor-
tion debate was to “murder” 
those who were pro-life. 
The programme’s host, Joy 
Behar, tried to quickly move 
away from this contretemps, 
but Ms Fonda insisted. Some 
days later, perhaps prevailed 
upon by lawyers, she said it 
was a “jest”.

Actually, pro-life preg-
nancy counselling services 
in the US, are under constant 
threat of violence and many 
actual attacks: it’s not really 
something to jest about.

Talking the talk...
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Belfast Rally for Life lifts pro-
life spirits
Pro-life crowds gathered in Belfast for the 2023 Rally for 
Life Saturday, March 11.

Taking place in the year of the 25th anniversary of the 
Good Friday Agreement, organisers Precious Life said the 
theme for the Rally was “Peace begins in the womb”.

The first major pro-life event in the North since the 
Coronavirus pandemic, Precious Life spokesperson Ber-
nadette Smyth told the crowds, “This is the first major 
pro-life event here since Westminster forced abortion on 
Northern Ireland in 2020. We’re here today to show that 
we still demand our unborn babies be protected”.

Special guest speakers at the Rally included Dr Dermot 
Kearney and Fr Sean Gough.

Europe intervention in ‘rejected’ 
NI legacy bill is welcomed

All smiles at the solemn novena…

David, Ova, Richard and Samuel Olasak attend day seven of the 39th Galway solemn novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Galway Cathedral, March 12.

Allianz refuses to comment 
on rebates
The insurance company that caters for Ireland’s 26 dioceses 
has refused to comment on the awards given due to Covid-
19 insurance claims arising out of a loss of weekly donations 
when parishes were ordered to shut by the Government dur-
ing the pandemic.

Following a query from The Irish Catholic about dioc-
esan claims Allianz said: “As the information you are seek-
ing is related directly to customers, and is private to them, 
it would be inappropriate of Allianz to disclose the details 
being sought.”

This is despite the company previously giving a full state-
ment about the “unprecedented situation” during the pan-
demic and saying “Allianz is very proud of its longstanding 
relationship with the Catholic Church. During this time of 
difficulty for our nation, we are very happy to support our 
parish customers and give something back”.

Charity decry thousands 
of rental terminations
Staff reporter
A homeless charity has decried 
the fact 4,741 people were given 
notices to leave their rented 
accommodation in the summer 
of last year, following data pro-
vided by the Residential Tenan-
cies Board (RTB).

The charity Depaul believes 
that while the Government’s 
decision to end the eviction ban 
should be reversed, now the 
consequences of the decision 
must be faced.

David Carroll, Chief Execu-
tive of Depaul said: “Of course 
we want the eviction ban 
reversed but we now have to 
proceed under the assumption 

that it won’t be overturned and 
look at what action we can take 
in preparation for the March 31 
deadline.

He said there “needs to 
be a more cogent, planned 
approach taken to the expan-
sion and the development of a 
national emergency homeless 
response”.

Mr Carroll added the char-
ity “are aware of the amount 
of notices to quit on a county 
by county basis. We urgently 
need to identify what tempo-
rary accommodation may be 
available in each of the local 
authority areas. Many are not 
equipped with the adequate 
amount of temporary accom-
modation services at present”.

INTO to push pride flag 
campaign in schools
The Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO) is set to push 
its pride flag in schools across the country.

In a March 2 email, INTO contacted districts across the coun-
try to seek expressions of interest from schools in “flag-raising 
ceremonies”.

The ceremony would be for schools “interested in receiving 
and displaying an INTO pride flag as a demonstration of the 
school’s commitment to LGBT+ inclusivity”, the email reads.

Schools are requested to complete an expression of interest 
form by Friday March 24.

The pride flag campaign follows on from what the letter 
describes as “a very successful campaign” in 2022.

Chai Brady
The decision by the Coun-
cil of Europe to call for 
full compliance regarding 
human rights in proposed 
legislation to deal with the 
legacy of the Troubles has 
been welcomed by a well-
known human rights profes-
sor in Belfast.

Professor Colin Harvey, 
Director of the Human 
Rights Centre at Queen’s 
University Belfast told The 
Irish Catholic that the coun-
cil’s message on the UK’s 
Northern Ireland Troubles 
(Legacy and Reconciliation) 
Bill “is further evidence of 
the profound human rights 
concerns”.

He said: “As is well 

known, the plans of the 
British government have 
been widely rejected. The 
decision to proceed with 
this legislation shows a 
high level of disrespect for 
victims and survivors. This 
is not the way to address the 
legacy of the conflict.’

According to the UK 
government, the bill aims 
to promote reconciliation 
by establishing an Inde-
pendent Commission for 
Reconciliation and Infor-
mation Recovery, limiting 
criminal investigations, legal 
proceedings, inquests and 
police complaints, extending 
the prisoner release scheme 
in the Northern Ireland 
(Sentences) Act 1998, and 
providing for experiences to 

be recorded and preserved 
and for events to be studied 
and memorialised.

Bishop Donal McKeown 
of the Diocese of Derry told 
this paper that the bill has 
been widely rejected by vic-
tims in the North who want 
to keep open the possibility 
for people to held account-
able for crimes, no matter 
how long ago they occurred.

He said: “Obviously the 
drafters of the legislation 
are coming from a particular 
perspective and are appeal-
ing to a particular con-
stituency which would be 
England and Wales based, 
so in that sense they will do 
whatever they want to sat-
isfy their own constituency. 

“Dealing with the past 

is difficult, we know that 
from the Troubles… Many 
people have different 
priorities when it comes to 
dealing with the past and 
sometimes the story told 
about the past can also be 
exploited for the purpose 
for modern agendas,” Bishop 
McKeown said. 

“The battle is still going 
on for the story that will 
be told about the Troubles, 
this is all part of that bigger 
agenda. What the Council 
of Europe says mightn’t 
be terribly interesting if it 
doesn’t agree with your own 
particular macro analysis.”

He added that the legis-
lation as it is suits former 
combatants. 

Francis’ pastoral pontificate lays down 
challenge for Ireland, says Bishop Demspey
Ruadhán Jones
The pastoral style of Pope 
Francis’ has laid down the 
challenge for Ireland to 
go the peripheries, Bishop 
Paul Dempsey has said.

Pope Francis celebrated 
the tenth anniversary of 
his election to papacy on 
Monday, March 13. 

The bishop of Achonry 
told The Irish Catholic that 

the Pope has “very pro-
foundly reached out to the 
people who find them-
selves on the peripheries” 
of the Church.

Francis is laying down 
a challenge to the Church 
in Ireland and to the world 
to “follow his lead”, Bishop 
Dempsey continued.

“That model of compas-
sion, that model of cour-
age and generosity he puts 
forward – that’s something 

people have identified 
with,” he said.

The archbishop of Dublin 
also praised the “striking 
directness and simplicity” 
Pope Francis has modelled.

He “continues to chal-
lenge us not to be closed in 
on ourselves”, Archbishop 
Dermot Farrell said in a 
March 13 statement. 

Instead, the Pope 
encourages the Church “to 
reach out, to welcome the 

Lord who comes to us, to 
welcome our sisters and 
brothers left behind by 
the unfairness of life, and 
to proclaim the Gospel to 
a world hungry for that 
which will endure”.

“His synodal approach 
will enable a transforma-
tion of the Church into a 
dynamic community of 
missionary disciples,” Dr 
Farrell added.
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Faith in the future: new miracle innovations
could save thousands of lives from climate disaster 

In some parts of the Horn of 
Africa, there hasn’t been a 

single drop of rain in three years. 
Dead cows lie decaying by the 
road, overcome by dehydration. 
Across Ethiopia, Somalia and 
Kenya, the dust-filled plains are 
so bare of vegetation that they 
don’t attract any animals. The 
villages are just as quiet. The hus-
tle and bustle of families cooking 
or working has fallen silent. Chil-
dren who haven’t eaten for days 
do nothing but sit still in their 
huts, too tired and sick to move 
– they just don’t have the energy.
It’s the same dire, drought-
ravaged situation across all the 
countries in the Horn of Africa. 
Right now, 16 million people 
are acutely food insecure. It’s 
estimated one person dies of 
hunger every 36 seconds. And 
as climate change causes more 
extreme weather patterns,
experts predict that droughts 
like these will become even 
more frequent, and last even 
longer, with devastating effects 
for future generations. 

Living in hunger
Ahmed, a farmer in Somalia, and 
his children, live on the frontline 
of the climate crisis. He inherited 
his trade and his land from his 
father who was a farmer before 
him. But with each year that has 
gone by since he was a boy, he 
has seen less and less rain falling 
on the family farm. The soil has 
become so dry that he can no 
longer grow the nutritious corn 
and sorghum that once helped 
him put food on the table for 
his family.

resources to build climate-smart 
agricultural programmes that can 
support Ahmed and families like 
his. They provide the tools and 
training that, even in the driest 
conditions, help farmers grow 
nourishing food.
Together, Concern and their 
supporters were able to pro-
vide Ahmed with a wide range 
of drought-resistant seeds, and 
training on how to grow them. 
The results have been nothing 
short of miraculous – today, his 
once-barren land is sprouting 
thousands of vibrant, fruit-bear-
ing trees. With the income 
he’s earning from selling the
produce, he can afford to feed

his children again. And when 
they’re old enough, they will 
learn these life-changing skills 
from Ahmed, which they, in 
turn, can pass on to their
own children, ensuring future 
generations live a life free
from hunger.

The future threat
of climate change
Although the future looks 
brighter for Ahmed and his chil-
dren, many families are still 
not safe from climate change. 
The World Bank predicts that 
the coming changes in weather 
patterns could force more than 

Leaving a legacy of hope 
for future generations
Siobhán O’Connor, from Con-
cern, advises people who want 
to leave a gift in their Will to 
the charity. “The gifts that our 
generous supporters leave 
in their Wills have the power 
to change so much,” Siobhán 
told us. She continued, “that 
single act of kindness goes far
beyond helping one family pro-
tect themselves from hunger –
it lives on through the years, 
from generation to generation, 

Life-saving
innovation

For decades, Concern 
Worldwide has been 

bringing life-saving solutions 
to people facing the climate 

crisis. The miraculous 
results have been nothing 
short of life-changing for 

thousands of families.

CROP VARIETY & 
DIVERSIFICATION

Drought-resistant seeds increase 
the chance of a successful crop, 
even in dry conditions, to protect 

families from hunger.

IRRIGATION
When an area receives no 

rainfall, water pumping systems 
can bring vital, enriching 
moisture to barren soil.

POST-HARVEST 
MANAGEMENT

When crops are harvested, more 
secure storage techniques can 

protect them from being spoiled 
by insects and fungi later.Somalian farmer Ahmed has the tools 

and training to feed his family, even 
amid the worst drought in four decades.

 ma I nehw neve ,taht wonk ot duorp ma I “
gone, my support will continue to save lives.”
Colm, who’s leaving a gift in his Will to Concern Worldwide, Co. Galway

100 million people into extreme 
poverty by 2030. And by 2050, 
it may internally displace 143 
million people from countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, South East 
Asia and Latin America. 
While the threat of mass starva-
tion looms, Concern Worldwide 
is calling for more people to help 
them protect vulnerable families 
like Ahmed’s from the hunger 
caused by drought and climate 

helping the families and chil-
dren of the future survive even 
the deadliest drought.”

More and more compassionate 
people across Ireland are now 
moving to support Concern’s
vision to build a hunger-free 
world. Siobhán explains, “Our 
community is united by a simple 
belief that no one should ever 
have to suffer the pain of hunger. 
If you share in this belief, I would 
encourage you to consider join-
ing us today. No gift is too small
or big, even the smallest dona-
tion will help build a world free
from hunger.”

Whole communities face the threat 
of mass starvation as the climate 
crisis worsens. 

Find out how you can be part of a world without hunger
If you’d like to request your free brochure to find out more about leaving a gift in 
your Will to Concern, please contact Siobhán O’Connor at Concern Worldwide today.
Phone: 01 417 8020   E-mail: siobhan.oconnor@concern.net   Visit: concern.net/legacy

BEFORE AFTER
As climate change brings the worst drought in 40 years to the Horn of Africa, 
Concern Worldwide supporters are helping local farmers use new climate-
resilient techniques to save their families and communities from starvation.

Miracle innovation
It was in this desperate situa-
tion that Concern Worldwide, 
Ireland’s largest internation-
al aid charity, and their gener-
ous community of supporters, 
were able to provide a lifeline 
for Ahmed. For 55 years, the 
charity has been helping
people from the world’s poorest 
communities to build lives free 
from hunger.
In Ahmed’s case, escaping
hunger meant achieving some-
thing that seemed impossible 
to him – finding a way to turn 
his dusty fields green again de-
spite the onslaught of the current 
drought. But thanks to support-
ers who left a gift in their Will
to the charity, Concern has the

 nrecnoC sdees eht htiW “
provided, I was able 
to harvest a lot more 
and help my family, it 
changed everything.” 
Ahmed, Somalia

Seeing his crops wither before 
his eyes, Ahmed did everything 
he could to save them, but with-
out water, it wasn’t enough. He 
had nothing to eat and nothing 
to sell at the market. The pain 
of hunger began to take hold of 
his children. Even if his family 
were to survive the current cri-
sis, he could only wonder how 
his children would ever live 
through the more formidable 
droughts of the future.

Before Concern supporters stepped in, the drought was killing all of Ahmed’s 
crops. But today, there are fruit trees sprouting on his land, including orange, 
citrus and guava.

change. Climate change might 
be inevitable for future genera-
tions, but with your legacy, 
hunger doesn't have to be.
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Women: be the change you 
want to see in the Church

Nuala O’Loan
The View

I wonder how women 
really feel, deep down, 
about their member-
ship of the Church in 

Ireland. The synodal pathway 
process has challenged us 
all to discern how we live 
as Church in the future. The 
Pope was very clear that 
this was not intended to be 
a comprehensive review of 
doctrine, rather it is about 
how we live as Church in the 
decades to come.

In that context, having 
attended a number of meet-
ings and workshops on the 
role of women in the Church 
both here in Ireland and in 
London, I have asked myself 
what is the experience of 
women as Church today? To 
what extent does it lie in 
their hands and in the hands 
of the institutional Church 
to change and improve that 
experience? I have been told 
of discontent and feelings of 
marginalisation, of not being 
able to contribute fully and 
of not being equally valued 
in the Church. That should 
not happen.

❛❛ It is important, 
I think, to consider 
the role of women 
in the Church 
in this overall 
context”

I think the starting point 
for any consideration of this 
issue must be why do we 
belong to the Church? So 
many people in the mod-
ern world don’t. We are a 
minority. The reason why 
we belong to the Church is 
that we believe in God and 
we believe that he estab-
lished his Church to help 
us on our journey through 
life home to him. That help 
comes, in part, through 
the community of believ-
ers to which we belong 
and in which we live our 
faith: the parish. We sup-
port each other through 
the darkest days and we 
rejoice together at moments 
of happiness, and in the 
ordinary everyday moments 
of joy.

We worship together. We 
believe that Christ is present 
in the Eucharist, that the 
other sacraments are sources 
of grace and help given to us 
by God. We are each called 

to love one another as he has 
loved us.

The role of the priest is to 
dedicate his life to help-
ing people on their journey 
through life, walking with 
them each day even through 
moments of the most 
extreme darkness – serious 
illness, suffering and death 
and helping them to have 
courage, faith, and hope.

It is important, I think, to 
consider the role of women 
in the Church in this overall 
context.

Disempowered
I have heard many stories 
of women who feel disem-
powered. The reasons are 
many and often derive in the 
first instance from the fact 
that decision-making and 
hence power in the Church 
resides in those who are 
ordained. This is an indisput-
able fact. It should change. I 
think it will change, but that 
is not going to happen today. 
We have to live in today.

In most circumstances in 
the modern Church, parishes 
develop a harmony in which 
the parish priest, the parish 

pastoral council, the finance 
committee and the people 
all work together, subject, 
of course, to the occasional 
and inevitable personality 
conflicts.

Dismiss
I have heard, though, stories 
of new parish priests dis-
missing the parish pastoral 
council and making other 
(unwelcome) changes, gen-
erating resentment, hostil-
ity and feelings of rejection 
among those, men and 
women, who have served 
previously. Wiser parish 
priests – and they are the 
majority – coming new to 
a parish take their time to 
learn about the parish and to 
come to know their people.

Of course, priests are 
human beings. Many are very 
good, holy men who have 
so much to give, but there 
are those who are irritable, 
selfish and who do not live to 
serve their parishioners.

Priesthood is a great 
vocation which demands 
much of those who are 
called. They do not work 
37 hours a week like most 

people. They are on call 
constantly, required to move 
seamlessly from burying the 
dead, to baptising a baby, 
visiting someone in hospital, 
helping a young couple cel-
ebrate their wedding, saying 
Mass for their congregations, 
visiting schools, and caring – 
on occasion – for other con-
gregations whose priest is 
old, sick or on holiday. They 
must be men of prayer. They 
have to nourish not only 
the faith of others, but also 
their own faith. They do all 
this as part of the brother-
hood of priests, but without 
being able to know the love 
and support of a wife. It is 
a wonderful calling but it 
is challenging.

That is part of the context 
too.

❛❛Priesthood is 
a great vocation 
which demands 
much of those who 
are called”

So, my question to 
women who feel they 

cannot contribute as they 
wish to is, what would 
you like to be able to do 
within your own parish 
or diocese which you feel 
unable to do? Have you 
tried to do something and 
felt unsupported? Has your 
contribution been ignored 
or unappreciated? What 
do you want to do now? Is 
it possible to get together 
with others to do the good 
that you want to do within 
your parish?

Community
People have told me of liv-
ing in parishes for years yet 
knowing nobody. Can we 
really call ourselves a com-
munity if we do not wel-
come newcomers and get 
to know them and involve 
them in what is happen-
ing? Could you be part of a 
befriending group? Where 
groups like the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul, who 
provide such help to those 
in need, are dying for want 
of new volunteers, could 
you help? Could you train 
and become a catechist, 
teaching others the way 

to God? Could you be a 
Minister of the Eucharist 
or of the Word? If there 
is no prayer group, to 
pray for the needs of 
fellow parishioners and 
the world, to praise God 
for his goodness to each 
of us, to thank him for all 
that we have, could you 
establish such a group? 
If there is no bereave-
ment group, could you 
train to offer this help to 
those who grieve? Could 
you visit the sick, the 
lonely, the housebound? 
Could you become a 
prison visitor? If the 
parish buildings are 
in disrepair, needing 
redecoration, new fur-
nishings, could you work 
with others to make 
your church premises 
more beautiful places in 
which to gather as the 
People of God? There 
are so many other ways 
in which we can make 
a difference. Can you 
think of how you might 
do this?

❛❛Can we 
really call 
ourselves a 
community if we 
do not welcome 
newcomers and 
get to know 
them and involve 
them in what is 
happening?”

We all know the 
Sermon on the Mount, 
in which Jesus gave us 
the Beatitudes: the way 
of living they describe 
is our calling. I meet 
priests who need help 
and support from those 
whom they serve, people 
who need help and 
people who want to 
help. Nobody should feel 
marginalised, unwanted 
or unappreciated in our 
Church. We can surely 
work together, make 
space for each other, 
listen to each other, be 
open to change, and try 
to ensure that nobody 
feels excluded or mar-
ginalised in this Church 
of ours.
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Derek Scally
Author of The Best Catholics in the World will speak on The Best Catholics in the World will speak on The Best Catholics in the World
“The Best Worst Catholics - the struggle to look 
back, the refusal to move forward”.

Mary Kenny
Author of The Way We Were will speak on 
“Liberation and the cost of permissiveness”.

Gladys Ganiel
will speak on “Religion in a Post-Catholic Ireland: 
Signs of Persistence and Decline”.

Prof. Michael A. Conway
will speak on “Dismantling a World: The Catholic 
Church in Ireland”.

The All Hallows Trust presents a conference on:

22nd
April

SATURDAY

The Future of Christian 
Identity in Ireland

Can we credibly engage modern public life?

PLACE:
ALL HALLOWS / 
DCU CAMPUS, 

Grace Park Road, 
Drumcondra, 

Dublin 9

TICKETS €20
to include a light 

lunch, tea and 
coffee.  

To book a place email Deirdre at trustoffice@allhallows.ie or call 0876122117

Round Table Discussion, facilitated by Broadcaster 

Sean O’Rourke Registration 
9.30 am

Here is a timeline of 
some significant 
events in Pope Fran-
cis’ pontificate:

2013, March 13: Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, is 
elected pope on the second 
day of the conclave becom-
ing the first Pope from the 
Southern Hemisphere and 
the first non-European 
elected in almost 1,300 
years. The Jesuit was also 
the first member of his 
order to be elected Pope 
and the first member of 
any religious order elected 
in nearly two centuries.

2013, July 8: Pope Francis 
makes his first trip outside 
of Rome, choosing to go to 
the Italian island of Lampe-
dusa to underline the 
plight of migrants crossing 
the Mediterranean and the 
countless lives lost at sea.

2014, June 8: Pope Francis, 
Israeli President Shimon 
Peres, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, Ortho-
dox Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew of Constan-
tinople and others come 
together in the Vatican 
Gardens for an unprec-
edented gathering to pray 
for peace in the Holy Land.

2015, September 19-27: Pope 
Francis travels to Cuba 
then to Washington, DC, 
New York and Philadel-
phia during his first visit 
to the United States. He 
addressed Congress, the 
United Nations and the 
World Meeting and Fami-
lies, canonised St Junipero 
Serra and visited the 9/11 
memorial in New York.

2015, December 8: Pope 
Francis opens the Holy 
Door of St Peter’s Basilica 
to inaugurate a Holy 

Year of Mercy. He invited 
churches around the world 
to designate a holy door as 
a reminder of his call for 
reconciliation.

2016, February 12-17: Pope 
Francis, on his way to 
Mexico, stops in Cuba to 
meet Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow 
at the Havana airport and 
sign a joint declaration 
in the presence of Cuban 
President Raul Castro. In 
Mexico, he celebrated Mass 
in Ciudad Juárez, which 
borders El Paso, Texas. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
people attended the Mass, 
which included faithful on 
both sides of the border.

2017, April 13: Pope Francis 
goes to a maximum secu-
rity prison to celebrate the 
Holy Thursday Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper and washes 
the feet of 12 prisoners, 
including three women 
and a Muslim man, who 
was preparing for Baptism. 
The celebration contin-
ued a practice he began 
as archbishop of Buenos 
Aires and performed every 
Holy Thursday as Pope: 
including Catholics and 
non-Catholics, men and 
women, especially those 
who are marginalised in 
the foot-washing rite.

2018, April 21: Pope Francis 
appoints three women as 
consultors to the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, the first time women 
and laypeople were named 
as active contributors – 
not support staff. They 
joined a growing number 
of women the Pope has 
named to top-level posi-
tions at the Vatican.

2018, August 2: Pope Francis 
orders the revision of the 

Catechism of the Catholic 
Church to describe the 
death penalty as morally 
inadmissible and to affirm 
that the Church “works 
with determination for its 
abolition worldwide”.

2019, February 4: Pope 
Francis and Sheikh Ahmad 
el-Tayeb, grand imam of 
Egypt’s Al-Azhar mosque 
and university, sign the 
document on Human 
Fraternity for World Peace 
and Living Together during 
an interreligious meeting 
in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates.

2019, February 21-24: Pope 
Francis convenes a global 
summit on child protec-
tion and abuse, bringing 
together nearly 200 Church 
leaders – presidents of 
bishops’ conferences, 
the heads of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches, superi-
ors of men’s and women’s 
religious orders, survivors 
and Roman Curia officials. 
The summit at the Vatican 
included a penitential 
liturgy.

2020, March 27: In the midst 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Pope Francis prays 
and delivers his extraordi-
nary blessing urbi et orbi
(to the city and the world) 
during an evening prayer 
service from St Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican. St 
Peter’s Square was empty, 
and the service was lives-
treamed.

2021, March 5-8: Pope 
visits Iraq amidst sporadic 
violence continuing in the 
country and the ongo-
ing Covid-19 pandemic. 
He honoured those who 
remained faithful and 
worked to rebuild the 
country.

Pope Francis’ pontifi cate: A timeline

Pope Francis holds the monstrance as he delivers his extraordinary blessing urbi et orbi
(to the city and the world) during a prayer service in the portico of St Peter’s Basilica at 
the Vatican March 27, 2020. The service was livestreamed in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Photo: CNS/Vatican Media

Pope Francis gives the homily as he celebrates Mass on the 
Italian island of Lampedusa in 2013. Photo: CNS/Paul Harin

2021, July 4: The Pope 
undergoes a three-hour 
scheduled surgery at a 
Rome hospital to remove 
part of his colon. Officials 
said it was required to treat 
diverticulitis, when bulging 
pouches in the lining of the 
intestine or colon become 
inflamed or infected. 
Throughout his pontificate 
he has suffered bouts of 
painful sciatica, and knee 
problems led him to start 
using a wheelchair in 2022.

2022, July 24-29: Pope Francis 
makes “a penitential trip” 
to Canada to meet with, 
listen to and apologise to 
members of Canada’s First 
Nation, Métis and Inuit 
communities, especially 
those who experienced 
abuse or attempts at forced 
assimilation at Church-run 
residential schools.

2023, January 5: Pope Francis 
presides over the funeral 
Mass for Pope Benedict 
XVI in St Peter’s Square. It 
was the first time in more 
than 200 years that a pope 
celebrated the funeral of 
his predecessor.

2023, March 13: Pope Francis 
celebrates his 10th anni-
versary as pope.
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Pope’s Irish arrival and message to young couples
Chai Brady
Almost 40 years since he was a 
Jesuit priest studying in Ireland, 
Pope Francis’ return visit for 
the World Meeting of Families 
on August 25, 2018 was highly 
anticipated. Being in the small 
crowd of journalists waiting on 
the airstrip for the arrival of the 
Pope’s plane – affectionately 
dubbed by the media ‘Shepherd 
One’ – there was an undeniable 
sense of eagerness as broad-
casters looked over scripts and 
cameramen set up tripods and 
primed lenses. No one wants to 
miss an historic event and while 
it could never be akin to St John 
Paul II’s visit in 1979, it would 
get a place in history books.  

Journalists were tracking 
the Pope’s flightpath on smart-
phones, trying to predict the 
exact time he would land. Some 
were more eager than others to 
get going as despite being sum-
mer, the early morning was 
cold, and it was particularly 
windy on the airstrip (the Pope 
had to take his zucchetto off as 
it was almost blown away when 
disembarking).

The Pontiff was welcomed 
by high-ranking State and 
Church officials but also the 
Boland family, whose daugh-
ter Jane won a competition to 
design vestments for the Papal 
Mass in the Phoenix Park.

After the brief greetings 
he left the airport in the small 
blue Skoda that was to become 
a trademark of his trip – it was 
later announced by the Arch-
diocese of Dublin that it would 
be donated to help homeless 
families. 

St Mary’s Pro 
Cathedral 
Later that day, Pope Francis 
spoke to engaged and married 
couples in St Mary’s Pro Cathe-
dral in Dublin City Centre. From 
across Ireland’s 26 dioceses, 350 
couples swarmed to the cathe-
dral for the first pastoral portion 
of Francis’ journey.

The address was described 
as both humorous and informal, 
with the Pope telling couples 
never to go to sleep without 
resolving conflicts. Met with 
laughter, he said: “I want to 
ask you: did you quarrel a lot? 
But that is part of marriage! A 
marriage without arguments is 
pretty boring…”

He added: “Yet there is a 
secret: plates can even fly, but 
the secret is to make up before 
the end of the day. And to make 
up there is no need to talk; a 
caress is enough, like that, and 
peace returns.”

This journalist spoke to 
several young married couples 
after the event to see how they 
felt about the Pope’s words. 

Kelly O’Brien and Donal McCaf-
frey from Meath diocese, who 
were due to be married in six 
weeks, said it was a “privilege”. 
Donal said: “We were hanging 
on every word – some very 
practical advice. He was very 
charismatic, his warmth with 
the couples who spoke – the 
couple who were 50 years mar-
ried – and then the engaged and 
recently married, he was so 
warm in his interactions with 
them afterwards.”

For married couple Eoghan 
and Ruth Ahern from Limerick 
diocese, who were expecting a 
baby at the time, what the Pope 
had to say about children crying 
in church really struck them. 

Ruth said altogether it was 
an “amazing and emotional 
experience”, and she was sur-
prised at his informal approach. 
“There were babies crying 
and he loved the sound of the 
‘music’ that was coming from 
the babies, he took it in a good 
way and he was laughing it off 
instead of giving out,” she said.

While the Pope’s visit was 
met with challenges and even 
scorn by some in Ireland, it 
was clear to this journalist that 
when attending the events 
associated with the Pontiff’s 
visit, there was excitement, and 
it was a hugely heart-warming 
and Faith-affirming experience 
for many.

A day to build on a budding faith
Jason Osborne
In my mind, Pope Francis’s 
2018 visit is inextricably 
connected to the then-
recent referendum defeat. 
I had only come into active 
engagement with the Faith 
as the vote drew near, and 
while it didn’t go our way 
and ushered in a dark new 
era, it brought Christians of 
all stripes together as little 
has since.

Were it not for the refer-
endum, I wouldn’t have met 
the young, faithful friends 
I attended the papal Mass 
with that cloudy, sputter-
ing day, who remain stead-
fast friends to this day. An 
enthusiastic group of young 
men in their 20s accom-

panied by a priest must 
have been an unusual sight 
when contrasted against the 
media reports at the time, 
which fearmongered about 
temporary morgues and an 
Exodus-like trek to the Mass 
for the elderly.

While we were surely 
in the minority, the Pope’s 
presence was a reminder 
that it didn’t matter. I 
already knew it then, but I 
experienced anew the fact 
that the Church in Ireland 
is not alone as it struggles. 
While the papal trip was a 
smaller affair than we imag-
ined or hoped it would be, 
it still brought Catholics to 
our shores from all over the 
world, Catholics from coun-
tries where the Faith is thriv-

ing, sometimes amid greater 
difficulties than ours.

As is so often God’s way, 
what looked to the world 
a fairly dismal last gasp of 
the Church in Ireland – a 
far-cry from the jubilance 
of John Paul II’s visit – was 
surely the planting of seeds 
for the future. I took a lot 
from those short few days, 
as did my friends, and I don’t 
doubt many others did too. 
The Pope’s decision to come 
to Ireland – a country that 
had just made a resound-
ing declaration against its 
Catholic heritage – was a 
timely reminder that the 
true state of affairs is best 
seen through eyes of faith 
and hope.

The universal Church in Phoenix park
Ruadhán Jones
When Pope Francis came 
to celebrate Mass in the 
Phoenix park, myself and 
my family were among the 
thousands who braved the 
elements to see him.

I remember the Pope’s 
visit as being quite conten-
tious. I was in college at the 
time and some of my class-
mates were sharing posts on 
social media threatening to 
block book tickets to stop 
people coming. Did it come 
to anything? I don’t know, 
but it was petty.

For me, however, it was a 
happy day and a very Irish 
one. For a start, the weather 
‘threatened’. In my head it 
was dull and grey and you 

were always wondering if 
the heavens would open – 
but they didn’t.

Before the Mass, I met 
up with a Byzantine Catho-
lic priest I knew who was 
in Ireland to concelebrate 
the Mass. We walked to the 
park together, along with his 
wife, which led to a comi-
cal encounter. Street sellers 
were offering their wares; 
Pope Francis scarves, hats 
and headbands, and even, 
they claimed, holy water 
straight from St Francis’ holy 
well.

My friend started bar-
tering with them, but they 
weren’t budging. So he gave 
them his priestly blessing, 
much to their amusement, 
while his wife pleaded, “No, 

no, they do not want to be 
blessed”!

I have little memory of 
getting to the park – despite 
warnings at the time that it 
would be like ascending Cro-
agh Patrick. At this remove, 
the Mass itself blurs into 
a collection of bodies and 
screens, with the Pope’s 
image blazoned everywhere.

But I remember joining 
in the prayers and hymns; 
I remember wandering 
through the park and see-
ing the universal Church 
at prayer. And I remember 
Pope Francis, standing not 
far from Pope John Paul II’s 
cross, once again bringing 
the global Church to Ireland.

It was, for all the issues 
surrounding it, a happy day.

Pope Francis greets a recently married couple as he visits 
St Mary’s Pro Cathedral in Dublin, August 25. Photo: CNS
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Around the world in 10 years: 
Pope’s 40 trips refl ect his priorities

Many of the 40 inter-
national trips Pope 
Francis has made 
over the past 10 

years have been to countries 
where Christians are a minor-
ity or where he can draw close 
to people on the fringes of the 
world’s attention.

The Pope always “chooses 
the peripheries”, said Andrea 
Tornielli, editorial director of 
the Vatican Dicastery for Com-
munication, who has accompa-
nied Pope Francis on nearly all 
his international trips.

Pope Francis goes “to the 
most problematic places 
where he thinks his presence 
can give way to positive devel-
opments, or where he can ‘turn 
on a light’ so that the world can 
see the reality of these places,” 
Mr Tornielli told Catholic News 
Service.

Pope Francis has visited 
some of the poorest countries 
in the world, such as Mozam-
bique and Madagascar in 2019 
and Congo and South Sudan 
early this year.

In countries experiencing 

war, he has pleaded for peace 
as he did during a visit to the 
Central African Republic in 
2015, and in nations recovering 
from conflict, he has promoted 
reconciliation as he did in Iraq 
in 2021.

He has returned to his 
native Latin America six times 
– but has never gone back to 
his native Argentina – and has 
travelled to every continent 
except for Oceania, which 
he was scheduled to visit in 
September 2020 prior to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Pope Francis has averaged 
four international trips each year 
of his 10-year pontificate even 
though he was unable to travel 
in 2020 due to the pandemic. He 
has visited 60 countries.

Yet just as notable as the 
countries Pope Francis has vis-
ited are those he has not: Spain, 
Germany and England, all vis-
ited by Popes John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI.

Even Pope Francis’ brief vis-
its to France and Switzerland 
lasted mere hours so that he 
could address assemblies of 
the European Union and the 
World Council of Churches, 
respectively.

Smaller countries
In December 2022, he told 
the Spanish newspaper ABC 
that he had not organised an 
extended visit to any large 
European nation because he 
preferred visiting “smaller 
countries”.

Several of Pope Francis’ trips 
have reflected his commitment 

to interreligious dialogue. 
He became the first pope to 
visit several Muslim-majority 
countries: the United Arab 
Emirates, Iraq and Bahrain, to 
advance dialogue with Muslim 
communities and condemn all 
forms of religious extremism 
with Muslim leaders.

In Abu Dhabi in 2019 he 
signed the Document on 
Human Fraternity for World 
Peace and Living Together with 
Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, grand 
imam of Egypt’s Al-Azhar 
mosque and university and 
widely considered to be the 
leading figure in Sunni Islam 
thought. And in 2022, the Pope 
and the sheikh participated in 
the 7th Congress of Leaders 
of World and Traditional Reli-
gions in Kazakhstan alongside 
80 other religious leaders and 
hundreds of delegates.

❛❛Pope Francis 
goes ‘to the most 
problematic places 
where he thinks 
his presence can 
give way to positive 
developments’”

The Pope has also used 
travel to extend a hand to other 
Christian communities.

His trip in 2014 to Jordan, 
Israel and Palestine ended 
with a meeting with Ortho-
dox Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew of Constantinople, 
spiritual leader of Orthodox 
Christians.

In 2016, Pope Francis signed 
a joint declaration with Rus-
sian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill 
of Moscow in Havana, Cuba, 
marking the first meeting 
between heads of the Catholic 
Church and the Moscow Patri-
archate.

Later that year, he went to 
Sweden to participate in a cer-
emony commemorating the 
500th anniversary of the Prot-
estant Reformation with other 
Christian leaders.

The Pope even described 
his most recent trip to South 

Sudan on February 3-5 as 
an “ecumenical pilgrimage”, 
which he made alongside 
the leaders of the worldwide 
Anglican Communion and the 
moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland.

Surprising
Even in countries where it is 
typical for popes to visit, Pope 
Francis’ choice of activities can 
be surprising and show his 
desire to stay close to margin-
alised people.

During his apostolic visit to 
the United States in 2015, the 
Pope received a regal welcome, 
he met with President Barack 
Obama at the White House 
and became the first Pope to 
address a joint meeting of the 
US Congress. Yet immediately 
following the historic moment, 
he ate lunch with homeless 
people at a local parish. In 
Philadelphia, he visited a max-
imum-security prison before 
celebrating Mass on the Ben-
jamin Franklin Parkway. Other 
trips have seen the Pope visit 
refugee camps, elderly person 
homes and hospitals.

“He always tries to visit 
places where people are suf-
fering,” Mr Tornielli told CNS, 
“places where he can feel peo-
ple’s lived experienced”.

As for where the Pope will 
travel next, Pope Francis has 
indicated a possible trip to 
Mongolia is on the horizon. Mr 
Tornielli noted that a papal trip 
to India which was previously 
in the works could be revived.

He added that it is Pope 
Francis’ dreams to travel to one 
place where his predecessor, St 
John Paul II, had also wanted to 
go but never managed: China.

Justin McLellan

Dancers perform during the entrance procession as Pope 
Francis celebrates Mass at the John Garang Mausoleum in 
Juba, South Sudan, February 5, 2023.

Pope Francis greets people as he visits 
the Mother Teresa House in the Tejgaon 

neighborhood in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
December 2, 2017. Photos CNS

Pope Francis listens to traditional 
musicians as he arrives for a 
meetings at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Nur-Sultan, 
Kazakhstan, September 15, 2022.
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Over the past 10 
years, Pope Francis 
has moved Jewish-
Catholic relations 

forward in profound ways, 
interfaith experts have said - 
with much of the credit going 
to the Pope’s long-standing 
friendships with Jewish lead-
ers such as Rabbi Abraham 
Skorka. “When Pope Francis 

reflects on any Jewish matter, 
along with his knowledge, 
undoubtedly the affections 
forged with his Jewish friends 
appear in his mind and heart,” 
Rabbi Skorka said. Scholars 
such as Adam Gregerman, 
co-director of the Institute 
for Jewish-Catholic Relations 
at St Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia, said the Pope’s 

apostolic exhortation Evan-
gelii Gaudium (The Joy of the 
Gospel), which affirmed God’s 
ongoing relationship with the 
Jewish people, has marked “a 
genuine advance theologi-
cally,” and “a change from the 
beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury when Popes saw Jews as 
having no ongoing religious 
validity”.

Over his decade-
long papacy, 
Pope Francis has 
reinvigorated 

Catholic-Muslim relations 
through authentic friend-
ships and a focus on shared 
concerns such as basic 
human rights, immigration 
and environmental care, 
two interfaith experts have 
insisted. “I think in many 
ways he has brought new life 
and a breath of fresh air to 
Muslim-Catholic dialogue,” 
said Imam Saffet A. Catovic, 
programmes manager and 
head of the Islamic Society 
of North America’s (ISNA) 
Office for Interfaith, Commu-
nity Alliances and Govern-
ment Relations. “We’ve been 
engaged with the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops 
since 1996 in a formal way, 
and the Pope has given a 
new impetus to the conver-
sations that have been taking 
place.”

Mehnaz M. Afridi, profes-
sor of religious studies and 
director of the Holocaust, 
Genocide and Interfaith Cen-
tre at Manhattan College 
in New York, said the Pope 
has shown “a certain humil-
ity, grace and acceptance” 
in approaching the Muslim 

Pope Francis has ‘jumped Church 
forward’ in Jewish-Catholic 
relations, say experts

Rabbi Abraham Skorka of 
Buenos Aires and Pope 
Francis embrace after 
visiting the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem in 2014. Photo: 
CNS

Pontiff has brought ‘new life, fresh 
air’ to Muslim-Catholic relations

Pope Francis is greeted by Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, one of 
Shiite Islam’s most authoritative fi gures, during a courtesy 
visit in Najaf, Iraq in 2021. Photo: CNS
community, while inspiring 
Christians to live out their 
faith. “He is using Christian 
teaching to open up Chris-
tian minds all over the world 

to look at recent immigrants 
from Syria, Iraq and Afghani-
stan as part of reaching out to 
the other,” she said. “That has 
been a major push.”
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Pope Francis has held up 
two recurring images 
the past decade: the 
good shepherd who 

looks for the lost sheep, and 
who lays down his life to defend 
and save them; and the good 
Samaritan, who did not ignore, 
pity or judge the wounded trav-
eller, but helped him without 
asking for anything in return.

“God thinks like the Samari-
tan” and “God thinks like the 
shepherd”, the Pope said in 
his first general audience talk 
March 27, 2013, calling on eve-
ryone to enter “more deeply 
into the logic of God” in their 
daily lives.

It is this same “logic” of God’s 
love and protection that Pope 
Francis has used to address 
the abuse crisis in the Catholic 
Church.

“The hallmark” of the Pope’s 
approach is the way he listens 
to survivors and understands 
“how deep the wounds go”, 
said Jesuit Fr Hans Zollner, a 
leading safeguarding expert 
and a member of the Pontifical 
Commission for the Protection 
of Minors since its establish-
ment in 2014.

“He doesn’t run away, he 
listens carefully” with great 
empathy, and he regularly 
meets with survivors privately, 
Fr Zollner told Catholic News 
Service. “He’s a model for each 
(person) within the Church and 
especially those in authority.”

It is indicative of his desire 
for the Church to be a field hos-
pital, Deacon Bernie Nojadera, 
executive director of the Secre-
tariat for Child and Youth Pro-
tection at the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, told CNS.

“He modelled humility and 
was able to say sorry when he 
was wrong,” Mr Nojadera said. 
“He has asked for help and has 
sought advice from our sisters 
and brothers who have been 
harmed, molested or abused by 
the Church and its members.”

The Pope has insisted that by 
meeting personally with survi-
vors and learning “to weep”, 
leaders will understand the full 
gravity of abuse and, therefore, 
want to help the wounded, 
eradicate the evil and make 
amends.

This is the roadmap for 
action he clearly outlined in his 
homily at Mass celebrated in his 
residence with a group of clergy 
sex abuse victims in 2014.

The Lord tells Peter, “‘Go 

back and feed my sheep’ – and 
I would add – ‘let no wolf enter 
the sheepfold,’” the Pope said, 
asking for “the grace to weep, 
the grace for the Church to 
weep and make reparation for 
her sons and daughters who 
betrayed their mission, who 
abused innocent persons.”

In that homily, Pope Fran-
cis called the sexual abuse of 
minors not just a grave sin, but 
a “crime” so “despicable” it is 
akin to “a sacrilegious cult”. 
He promised “zero tolerance,” 
saying “there is no place in the 
Church’s ministry for those 
who commit these abuses, and 
I commit myself not to tolerate 
harm done to a minor by any 
individual.”

Bishops must foster the 
protection of minors “and they 
will be held accountable,” he 
warned, delivering on that 
promise five years later with 
Vos Estis Lux Mundi, which 
revised and clarified norms 
and procedures for holding 
bishops and religious superiors 
accountable.

Predecessor
Pope Francis has built on the 
foundation left by his pre-
decessor, Pope Benedict XVI, 
said Fr Zollner, who is director 
of the Institute of Anthropol-
ogy: Interdisciplinary Studies 
on Human Dignity and Care 
at Rome’s Pontifical Gregorian 
University.

Pope Francis put the prob-
lem of abuse and the need to 
protect the most vulnerable 
“on the agenda of the global 
Church,” Fr Zollner said. It was 
a point he drove home when 
he convened a summit in 2019 
for the presidents of bishops’ 
conferences, representatives 

of religious orders and heads 
of Vatican offices demanding 
concrete action by everyone.

Mark Joseph Williams, a sur-
vivor of clergy sex abuse, who 
serves as special adviser to Car-
dinal Joseph Tobin of Newark, 
New Jersey, told CNS that the 
Pope is “a man of mercy and 
has shown the global Church 
why it is so critical to listen to 
the voices of victims/survivors”.

“Most certainly, the synod 
on synodality journey has much 
promise to embrace those so 
hurt by the Church,” he said, 
and, at the same time, “real-
ise that this same Church that 
failed so many, like me, can be 
the haven for healing, a place 
for greater prevention, a sanc-
tuary for sustained justice”.

❛❛Pope Francis 
called the sexual 
abuse of minors 
not just a grave sin, 
but a ‘crime’ so 
‘despicable’ it is akin 
to ‘a sacrilegious 
cult’” 

Fr Zollner said Pope Francis 
“has changed Church law more 
than his predecessors have” 
regarding abuse.

His 2016 motu proprio, “As 
a Loving Mother”, expanded on 
canon law that allows for the 
removal of bishops and supe-
riors for serious negligence or 
“lack of diligence” in the exer-
cise of their office, in particular 
in regard to the sexual abuse of 
minors.

The document together with 
Vos Estis Lux Mundi aim to cor-
rect what had been a lack of or 

unclear procedures for investi-
gating the way a bishop or reli-
gious superior complies with 
norms and clearly expresses 
the consequences of noncom-
pliance or cover-ups.

The Pope also waived the 
obligation of secrecy for those 
who report having been sexu-
ally abused by a priest and for 
those who testify in a Church 
trial or process having to do 
with clerical sexual abuse. 

Confi dentiality
While Vatican officials are still 
obliged to maintain confiden-
tiality, the change removes 
potential conflicts with civil 
laws, including on mandatory 
reporting, and with following 
civil court orders, such as turn-
ing over documents considered 
as potential evidence.

Abolishing the pontifical 
secret in cases of sexual vio-
lence and abuse of minors 
by clergy was a fundamental 
change, Fr Zollner said, because 
it reaffirmed “that state law has 
to be respected and followed 
independently from what the 
Church thinks about it and 
does” regarding its own laws.

“Pope Francis has moved 
mountains when it comes to 
the clergy abuse crisis across 
the entire Church,” Mr Wil-
liams said. “I have personally 
felt his healing balm in word 
and deed.”

“There is still a lot to do,” Fr 
Zollner said.

Laws and guidelines alone 
do not change habits and 
mentalities, he said. “We need 
to form a new generation of 
Church leaders” so that the old 
“culture of silence” is replaced 
by a culture of healing and safe-
guarding.

Pope Francis kisses the hand of residential 
school survivor Alma Desjarlais of the 

Frog Lake First Nation during a welcoming 
ceremony at Edmonton International Airport 

July 24, 2022. Photo: CNS.

Carol Glatz

Pastoral and practical: Francis seeks 
healing, hardline against abuse
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• Complete programme of sightseeing and visits 
to sites of interest in the Holy Land

• Boat trip on Sea of Galilee

• Return taxi transfers to Mount Tabor

To reserve your place:
Call Dublin (01) 878 8159 or Belfast (028) 95680005 or email info@marian.ie

and

Visit Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem and other 
sites in the Holy Land associated with Jesus.

Spiritual Directors

linc uding 
taxes and tips

€2,045
Price:

Fr Conor McDonough OP
(1st trip)

Fr David Vard
(2nd trip)

NOW WITH
DIRECT FLIGHTS

Marian Pilgrimages is a fully licensed and
bonded tour operator TO142 - ATOL 10206
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Maria Vadia

For CD or USB please contact Eist on 
087 2789390 or Paul.daly@eist.ie
9a Ballinalea, Ashford, Wicklow, A67Y802

Listen to the very latest 
amazing talks by Maria Vadia

Recorded live in Cork. 
A Weekend of Prayer, Praise, 

Teaching, Healing and much more.

Available now on a 6 CD set 
or USB stick for just €30

with P+P FREE
All talks are available to download 

for just €15 from 
www.hearinggodsword.com

or www.eist.ie

W: www.hearinggodsword.com

Maria’s Healing 
ministry transforms 
lives and brings healing 
through the power of 
the Word of God.

Right from the start, 
upon his election, 
Pope Francis pre-
sented a whole new 

style of being pontiff.
The way he spoke to the 

vast crowd after his election 
March 13, 2013, was familial 
and down-to-earth, begin-
ning with, “Brothers and 
sisters, good evening,” and 
ending with “We’ll see each 
other soon!” and “Have a 
good night and sleep well!”

He repeatedly referred 
to himself as “bishop of 
Rome,” which eventually 
ended up being his sole title 
in the Annuario Pontificio, 
the Vatican yearbook, and 
would be another sign of his 
vision for renewal by pro-
moting a more collegial and 
decentralised Church.

And his invitation to the 
crowd on the day he was 
elected – “Let’s begin this 
journey” with “fraternity, 
love, trust” and prayer, and 
“may it be fruitful for evan-
gelisation” – was a clear sign 
of a new style he saw for the 
entire Church, that of syno-
dality, with all brothers and 
sisters in the Faith walking, 
praying and evangelising 
together.

That first night also 
gave a glimpse into how 
Pope Francis would lead 
the universal Church in 
the uncharted situation of 
having a retired pope in 
the wings. He led everyone 
in prayer “for our Bishop 
Emeritus Benedict XVI”.

Choices
Many of his most unex-
pected choices on how he 
would live as pope were 
offered as a kind of, “Do 
as I do, not just as I say,” 
especially to his brother 
bishops around the world. 
He chose to live in a Vatican 
guesthouse instead of the 
Apostolic Palace, he has 
used an annual penance 

celebration at the Vatican 
to publicly go to Confession, 
he responds to many people 
who write to him with a 
letter, note or phone call, he 
meets regularly with victims 
of abuse, and he has gone in 
person to pay a bill, to pick 
up a new pair of glasses and 
to visit the elderly and the 
sick.

The election of Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
marked the first time a 
Jesuit was made pope. He 
ushered in a number of 
styles characteristic of his 
order: the Ignatian practice 
of discernment for making 
decisions in the presence of 
God; seeking God’s presence 
in all things; and a penchant 
for boiling his talks down to 
three bullet points.

He was the first pope to 
come from the Americas, 
born of immigrant Italian 
parents; this second-gener-
ation experience lent lived 
authenticity to his insist-
ence migrants be respected, 
integrated and appreciated 
for their hard work and the 
rich diversity they bring to a 
host nation.

❛❛He repeatedly 
referred to himself 
as ‘bishop of 
Rome,’ which 
eventually 
ended up being 
his sole title in 
the Annuario 
Pontifi cio”

Most indicative of his 
unique style was choos-
ing the name “Francis” to 
honour St Francis of Assisi, 
known for his poverty, com-
mitment to peace and love 
of creation. It was a signal of 
the style to come: simplic-
ity, humility, working with 
the poor, desiring a Church 
that is poor and for the 
poor, and further deepen-
ing his predecessor’s love of 
creation integrated with a 
respect for all life.

Under his watch, the papal 
charities office has increased 
its outreach, particularly to 
the homeless who live near 
the Vatican and in other 
parts of the world, such as 

Ukraine, where he has sent 
his papal almoner to deliver 
aid directly and convey his 
prayers.

He also set aside the 
usual practice of washing 
the feet of 12 priests dur-
ing a public celebration of 
the Holy Thursday Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper. Instead, 
he has celebrated smaller 
Masses – closed to the 
public – in prisons, refugee 
centres and rehabilitation 
centres, washing the feet of 
Catholics and non-Catholics, 
men and women, in order to 
show Christ’s love for eve-
ryone, especially the most 
marginalised.

Outreach
His idea of “outreach” has 
included reaching outside 
the Vatican bubble. He called 
in “outsiders” as the majority 
of the members of his Inter-
national Council of Cardinals 
and of the Vatican safeguard-
ing commission. He gets a 
new personal secretary every 
few years and gives dozens 
of interviews to big and 
small media outlets.

His desire to “speak from 
the heart” means many 
off-the-cuff comments, 
homespun anecdotes, sharp 
rebukes or critiques and an 
occasional statement that 
requires clarification or an 
apology.

A native-Spanish speaker 
who grew up with Italian-
speaking relatives in 
Argentina, the Pope merges 
a number of styles and, as a 
former high school teacher, 
often draws on literary 
themes and rhetorical 
devices.

Metaphors
His memorable metaphors 
and allegories have a 
religious message: priests 
need to be “shepherds living 
with the ‘smell of sheep’”; 
Confession is not “sitting 
down in a torture chamber”; 
and Catholics must resist 
“a throwaway culture” that 
readily disposes of people’s 
lives and dignity.

Pope Francis also has 
offered a new approach to 
evangelisation that he had 
mapped out in his brief 
address during the pre-
conclave meetings of the 
cardinals. Cardinal Bergoglio’s 
words struck a chord with 
his listeners and formed the 
basis of his blueprint as pope.

The outline of his talk 
said that when the Church is 
self-referential with a kind of 
theological narcissism, it gets 
sick and is unable to carry 
out its mission to go out and 
evangelise; in effect, such a 
Church keeps Jesus within 
and does not let him out.

Jesus is knocking so that 
“we will let him come out,” 
the then-Cardinal Bergoglio 
had said, and the next pope 
needs to help the Church go 
out to the “peripheries” and 
become “the fruitful mother 
who gains life from the 
sweet and comforting joy of 
evangelising”.

Pope Francis blesses 
a prisoner as he visits 
the Curran-Fromhold 
Correctional Facility in 
Philadelphia in this 2015 
file photo. Photo: CNS/
Paul Haring

Pope from ‘ends of the earth’ 
brings new style to Rome

Carol Glatz

❛❛His memorable metaphors and 
allegories have a religious message: 
priests need to be ‘shepherds living 
with the ‘smell of sheep’”
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Pope Francis’ major documents on reform, 
evangelisation and caring for creation

CAPTIONS
Amoris
Pope Francis delivers a June 9, 2021, video message to participants of an online forum titled ‘Where are we with Amoris Laetitia’.
Ecology
Pope Francis meets with a group of clergy and laypeople advising the French bishops’ conference on ecological policies and on promoting the teaching in his encyclical, 
Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common Home, September 3, 2020. 

In documents issued during 
his first 10 years in office, 
Pope Francis covered topics as 
diverse as strengthening one’s 

Faith, evangelisation, caring for 
creation, accompanying families 
and young people, and respecting 
indigenous peoples.

He wrote a major document on 
reforming the Roman Curia, three 
encyclicals and five apostolic exhor-
tations. Here is a list of his major 
texts:

Apostolic constitution:
Praedicate Evangelium (Preach the 
Gospel): The Pope’s long awaited 
apostolic constitution on the reform 
of the Roman Curia was released 
in 2022. It replaced St John Paul II’s 
1988 constitution, Pastor Bonus, 
and reorganised the Roman Curia to 
highlight its role in promoting the 
Church as a community of mission-
ary disciples, sharing the Gospel and 
caring for all those in need.

Apostolic letters:
l Desiderio Desideravi (I have ear-

nestly desired). In this 2022 letter, 
the Pope insisted that Catholics 
need to better understand the 
liturgical reform of the Second 
Vatican Council and its goal of 
promoting the “full, conscious, 
active and fruitful celebration” 
of the Mass. He reflected on the 
power and beauty of the Mass, 
emphasised the need to limit cel-
ebrations of the liturgy according 
to the rite in use before the Sec-
ond Vatican Council and called for 
greater awareness of the sacrifice 
of Christ and his real presence in 
the Eucharist.

l Traditionis Custodes (Guardians 
of the Tradition) was published in 
2021 and declared the liturgi-
cal books promulgated after the 
Second Vatican Council to be 
“the unique expression of the 
‘lex orandi’ (law of worship) of 
the Roman Rite”, restoring the 
obligation of priests to have their 

bishops’ permission to celebrate 
according to the “extraordi-
nary” or pre-Vatican II Mass and 
ordering bishops not to establish 
any new groups or parishes in 
their dioceses devoted to the old 
liturgy.

l Vos Estis Lux Mundi (You are the 
light of the world). The docu-
ment, published in 2019, revised 
and clarified norms and proce-
dures for holding bishops and 
religious superiors accountable 
when accused of abuse or of 
covering up for priests or other 
churchworkers accused of sexu-

ally abusing minors or vulnerable 
adults. It requires all priests and 
religious to report suspected 
abuse or cover-ups and encour-
ages any layperson to report 
through a now-mandated report-
ing “system” or office that must 
be set up in each diocese.

Encyclicals:
l Lumen Fidei (The Light of Faith) 

was Pope Francis’ first encycli-
cal, published in 2013. It was 
built largely on the work of his 
predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, 
completing a trilogy of encyclicals 

on the theological virtues of faith, 
hope and love. The encyclical 
on faith encouraged Catholics to 
embrace their faith more fully.

l Laudato si’, On Care for Our Com-
mon Home, was published in 
2015. He said his encyclical on 
the environment was a means of 
entering into dialogue with all 
people about humanity’s respon-
sibility toward “the common 
home that God has entrusted to 
us”.

l Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and 
Social Friendship, was pub-
lished in 2020. It highlighted 
what the Pope said were urgent 
social, political and religious 
issues and the need to address 
them together based on the truth 
that all people are brothers and 
sisters, leading to greater solidar-
ity and concern for the poor and 
the Earth.

Post-synodal apostolic 
exhortations:
l Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of 

the Gospel). The document on 
the proclamation of the Gospel 
in today’s world was published in 
2013 with the aim of encourag-
ing the missionary renewal of all 
members of the Church. Calling 
for a new chapter in evangelisa-
tion, the Pope also provided a 
clear guide to joy of the beati-
tudes, the grace of discernment 
and the signs of holiness that 
express a person’s love for God 
and neighbour.

l Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love). 
The Pope’s 2016 post-synodal 
exhortation on marriage, love 
and family life brought together 

the results of the two Synods of 
Bishops on the family, looking 
at the challenges experienced 
by families and affirming the 
importance of accompaniment 
when providing pastoral care, 
particularly to people seeking to 
regularise their marriages.

l Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice 
and Be Glad). The 2018 apostolic 
exhortation on the call to holiness 
challenged Christians to take the 
dignity of all human life seriously, 
viewing it in light of Christ’s 
incarnation. The Pope offered a 
road map for simple ways that 
everyday people can be holy.

l Christus Vivit (Christ is 
Alive), published in 2019, was the 
Pope’s response to the 2018 Synod 
of Bishops on young people, the 
Faith and vocational discernment. 
In the text, the Pope told young 
people they are loved and valued 
and needed by the Church and he 
pleaded with older members of 
the Church not to stifle the enthu-
siasm of the young, but to offer 
gentle guidance when needed.

l Querida Amazonia (The Beloved 
Amazon) was a 2020 post-synodal 
exhortation in response to the 
Synod of Bishops for the Amazon. 
It called for an end to exploita-
tion of the indigenous peoples 
and the natural resources of the 
Amazon and for greater efforts 
to organise regular pastoral 
care of Catholics in the region, 
including by recognising the 
role women play in Catholic 
communities, respecting popu-
lar forms of piety and work-
ing to inculturate the Faith in 
Amazonian cultures.

Pope Francis delivers a June 9, 2021, video message to participants 
of an online forum titled ‘Where are we with Amoris Laetitia’.

Pope Francis meets with a group of clergy and laypeople advising the French 
bishops’ conference on ecological policies and on promoting the teaching in 

his encyclical, Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common Home, September 3, 2020. 
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What St Patrick teaches about resilience

In the face of 
adversity, our 
patron saint’s 
deep trust in 
God grew even 
stronger, writes 
Fr Eamonn 
Conway

St Patrick faced three 
major challenges in 
his life. The first was 
when he was cap-

tured as a slave; the other 
two, when he returned to Ire-
land as a missionary bishop.

Patrick was 15-years-old 
when he was kidnapped and 
enslaved in Ireland for six 
years. While still a teenager, 
he found himself, in his own 
words, “an untaught refugee…
who [did] not know how to 

provide for the future…like a 
stone lying in deep mud.” Most 
of the time he was hungry and 
cold, dwelling in lonely woods 
and on mountain sides in 
harsh conditions. Eventually he 
escaped only to be taken cap-
tive once again before escaping 
for a second time and making 
his way home.

Resilience
Years later when he returned 
to Ireland as a bishop, every 
grain of resilience Patrick had 
accumulated as a teenager was 
put to the test. By this time, he 
had become quite influential as 
a Church leader, sufficiently so 
that he had attracted powerful 
enemies. His writings recall 
two traumatic events in his 
ministry.

The first had to do with him 
being put on trial by senior 
bishops back in Britain who 
had oversight of his mission. 
They accused him of being 
unfit to serve as a bishop and 
they used as a pretext to get 
rid of him knowledge of a sin 
he had committed some 30 
years earlier when he was 14, 
and which had since come to 
light. This is what Patrick tells 
us of the confession he made 
as a youth that later got him 
into difficulty: “In the anxiety 
of my troubled mind I confided 
to my dearest friend what I had 

done in my boyhood one day, 
in one hour indeed, because I 
had not yet overcome my sin-
ful ways.” The one he describes 
as his “dearest friend”, the one 
to whom, in his own words 
he had “confided [his] very 
soul”, subsequently became 
a senior bishop, indeed one 
of the bishops overseeing his 
trial. It seems that initially, this 
“dearest friend” and now fel-
low bishop promised to speak 

up for Patrick. When the time 
came, however, he publicly let 
Patrick down.

Betrayal
Patrick’s sense of hurt and 
betrayal is palpable. He says 
the impulse to give up was 
overpowering. He doesn’t tell 
us how he prevailed, only to 
say that “the Lord graciously 
spared me and helped me 
greatly when I was trampled 

upon in this way…I did not 
come out of it badly consider-
ing the disgrace and blame I 
felt.”

Confessio
This first incident is described 
in St Patrick’s Confessio. The 
second incident, the enslave-
ment and murder of converts 
he had baptised by the soldiers 
of a Briton called Coroticus, is 
detailed in a formal letter of 
excommunication he wrote. 
This letter expresses both 
Patrick’s anguish and anger. 
These murderers, will, he says, 
“be slaves of hell in everlast-
ing punishment”. Yet, he also 
voices his conviction that God’s 
grace will triumph even in the 
face of these unspeakable hor-
rors.

God’s grace is a match not 
only for the external evils Pat-
rick encounters. It is also a 
match for his own deficiencies 
and shortcomings, about which 
he is quite open. His Confes-
sion, begins with the words “I 
am Patrick, a sinner, the most 
rustic and least of all the faith-
ful”.

So here we have three 
events from the life of St Pat-
rick: exile and enslavement, 
personal betrayal and pro-
fessional disgrace, and the 
destruction of the flock that 
represented his life’s work. Any 

one of these would be enough 
to bring down most people. 
Yet despite the adversities he 
faced, Patrick’s deep personal 
sense of God’s trustworthiness 
grew stronger the more his life 
was thrown into crisis. Forged 
in the crucible of suffering, Pat-
rick learned, in his own words, 
“to praise and proclaim [God’s] 
name in all places, not only 
when things go well but also in 
times of stress”.

Pope Francis reminds us 
that, “The saints are not super-
man, nor were they born per-
fect…They spent their lives 
serving others, they endured 
suffering and adversity without 
hatred and responded to evil 
with good, spreading joy and 
peace. This is the life of a saint”.

Many of us struggle nowa-
days when we face adversity; 
resilience education and well-
being training have become 
part of life, but usually without 
a religious or faith dimension. 
Yet, we do not have to look 
beyond our patron saint to see 
that a lively and trusting rela-
tionship with God counts for a 
lot when our back is to the wall.

 Fr Eamonn Conway 
is a priest of the Tuam 
Archdiocese and Professor of 
Integral Human Development 
at the University of Notre 
Dame, Australia.

i

St Patrick, Photo: CNS
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Pope’s Curia reform complete, 
financial reform ongoing

Pope Francis speaks during an audience to exchange Christmas greetings with members of the Roman Curia in Clementine Hall at the Vatican December 22, 2014. Photo: CNS.

F rom the beginning of his 
pontificate 10 years ago, 
Pope Francis set out to 
reform the structure and 

attitudes of the Roman Curia and 
knew he also had to reform the 
Vatican’s financial system and 
stewardship of resources.

One month after his election, 
he announced he was forming an 
international Council of Cardinals 
to advise him on governance and, 
in September 2013, the council 
began studying ways to reorgan-
ise the Curia.

Praedicate Evangelium
Nine years passed before Pope 
Francis promulgated Praedicate 
Evangelium (‘Preach the Gospel’), 
his apostolic constitution finalis-
ing the Curia reorganisation and 
highlighting its role as a body 
existing to help the Pope and local 
bishops share the Gospel and care 
for the poor.

The emphasis on service 
and evangelisation was a point 
Pope Francis made repeatedly to 

Curia officials, most notably in 
his annual Christmas greetings, 
which often were seen as more 
chastising than cheery.

❛❛Before he has, let’s 
say, a managerial style or 
business administration 
model, he’s a man of 
faith and hope and, 
indeed, of charity”

The most famous of those 
speeches came in 2014 when he 
listed the “diseases” to which 
Curia officials are susceptible, 
including: thinking they are 
“downright indispensable”; “the 
‘Martha complex’ of excessive 
busyness”; “mental and spiritual 
‘petrification’” or having “a heart 
of stone”; “spiritual Alzheimer’s 
disease,” which involves forgetting 
one’s own salvation and vocational 
call; gossiping; and idolising or 
courting superiors in the hope of 
promotion.

But nine years is a long time to 
accomplish what was supposed to 
be a priority.

Canadian Cardinal Michael 

Czerny said that says something 
about the Pope, which is “that 
before he has, let’s say, a manage-
rial style or business administra-
tion model, he’s a man of faith and 
hope and, indeed, of charity”.

“In other words, to have the 
faith to spend nine years to work 
out a reform before springing it 
on everyone, I think is magnifi-
cent,” he said. “It’s absolutely mind 
blowing to have that kind of faith, 
not to be anxious and rush and 
push and cajole, and all sorts of 
other things that many of us are 
very tempted to do and, in fact, do 
do” only to find out that no one 
was onboard.

Financial reforms
The economic and financial reforms 
are going even more slowly, 
and their urgency is seen in the 
Vatican’s mega-trial of 10 people, 
including Cardinal Angelo Becciu, 
on charges of financial malfeasance 
related to a property deal in which 
the Vatican lost some $200 million 
(€189 million).

Pope Francis has expanded the 
efforts begun by Pope Benedict XVI 
to monitor transactions, stand-
ardise budgeting procedures and 

ensure the Vatican bank and other 
financial offices are not being used 
for illegal activity.

❛❛Some hundreds of 
millions of euros were 
tucked away in particular 
sectional accounts and 
did not appear on the 
balance sheet”

In 2014 the Pope established the 
Council for the Economy, a body 
of eight cardinals and bishops and 
seven lay experts “to consider poli-
cies and practices and to prepare and 
analyse reports on the economic-
administrative activities of the Holy 
See”.

He also set up the Secretariat for 
the Economy, which reports to the 
council, and was to have “authority 
over all the economic and adminis-
trative activities within the Holy See 
and the Vatican City State”, including 
budget making, financial planning, 
hiring, procurement and the prepara-
tion of detailed financial statements.

The first head of the secretariat 
was Cardinal George Pell, who set 
out to consolidate the use of modern 

budgeting practices, beginning with 
giving the Pope an accurate picture 
of the assets and expenditures of all 
Vatican offices, including the Secre-
tariat of State.

Tensions
But that led to some tensions with 
offices that were used to keeping 
their own accounts. In December 
2014, Cardinal Pell said in an inter-
view that the new budgeting and 
reporting procedures had meant his 
office discovered “some hundreds of 
millions of euros were tucked away 
in particular sectional accounts and 
did not appear on the balance sheet”.

The Vatican press office jumped in 
a day later to clarify that the money 
did not represent “illegal, illicit or 
badly managed funds,” just assets 
being held in numerous administra-
tive offices that were not considered 
part of the main institutions of the 
Roman Curia.

In 2020 Pope Francis named Jesuit 
Fr Juan Antonio Guerrero Alves to 
lead the secretariat; when he stepped 
down in November after almost three 
years in the job, he said progress had 
been made in improving the trans-
parency and credibility of Vatican 
financial activities and accounting.

However, he said, the goal of 
reform continues, particularly in 
centralising investments rather than 
having multiple offices handling 
their own; clarifying and simplifying 
the rules for purchases and award-
ing contracts; and completing the 
setup of the new Directorate for 
Human Resources.

Cindy Wooden

❛❛To have the faith to spend nine years 
to work out a reform before springing 
it on everyone, I think is magnificent”
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When Pope Francis 
greeted the thou-
sands of faithful gath-
ered in a rain-soaked 

St Peter’s Square March 13, 2013, 
he quipped that his brother cardi-
nals looked almost to “the ends of 
the earth” to find a new bishop of 
Rome.

The end of the world, in this 
case, was Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where Pope Francis was born to 
Italian immigrants in 1936 and 
served as archbishop from 1998 
until he became pope in 2013. He 
is the first pope born outside of 
Europe since the year 741 and the 
first from Latin America, where 
an estimated 40% of the world’s 
Catholic population lives.

That distinction has moulded 
Pope Francis’ approach to govern-
ing the Church over the first 10 
years of his pontificate, forging 
pastoral priorities and doctrinal 
decision-making rooted in his 
identity as a servant of the people 
in Buenos Aires’ villas miserias, or 
shantytowns, first during a mili-
tary dictatorship and then during 
a profound financial crisis.

Theology
“Usually, European popes start 
thinking about theology from phi-
losophy,” Emilce Cuda, secretary of 
the Pontifical Commission for Latin 
America, told Catholic News Ser-
vice. But in Latin America, she said, 
looking at humanity’s relationship 
to God begins with common people.

Ms Cuda said that’s because 
Latin America was “the first conti-
nent to take seriously the Second 
Vatican Council” and with it the 
idea that God’s will can be discov-
ered by listening to all baptised 
members of the Church.

The resulting openness to “com-

munal discernment,” as Ms Cuda 
described it, characterised the 
early priestly life of Pope Francis, 
who was ordained a priest just four 
years after the council ended, and 
extended all the way into one of 
the most recent events of his pon-
tificate: the opening of the current 
Synod of Bishops.

❛❛Usually, European 
popes start thinking 
about theology from 
philosophy”

The synod seeks to gather input 
from all baptised members of the 

Church to inform discussions 
among the world’s bishops on 
building a listening Church. The 
bishops will meet in Rome in two 
sessions, the first in October and 
then again one year later.

“It’s not a different theology, 
it’s not a different Church, it’s not 
a Latin American Pope now at the 
top of the Catholic Church; it’s the 
continuation of one tradition that 
began in the ‘60s in this council,”  
Ms Cuda told CNS. “Pope Francis 
is going ahead with this challenge 
that started with the Second Vati-
can Council.”

Mar Muñoz-Visoso, executive 
director of the US bishops’ Secre-

tariat of Cultural Diversity in the 
Church, told CNS that Pope Francis’ 
Latin American pastoral style was 
translated into Church teaching 
right from the start of his pontifi-
cate.

As an example, she cited his 
first apostolic exhortation, Evan-
gelii Gaudium, on proclaiming the 
Gospel in today’s world, and lik-
ened it to the final document from 
the Latin American bishops’ coun-
cil meeting in Aparecida, Brazil, in 
2007. Pope Francis led the com-
mittee that drafted the document, 
which insisted evangelisation in 
Latin America must involve close 
engagement with the Faithful and 
especially those on the margins of 
society.

The Aparecida document 
reflected what Ms Muñoz-Visoso 
called the Latin American Church’s 
“strong sense of mission,” as well 
as its “communitarian” nature.

“One could say Evangelii Gaud-
ium takes the main tenets of 
Aparecida and re-proposes them 
for the universal Church,” she 
said, including the “rich tradition 
of collegiality and common dis-
cernment” in the Latin American 
Church.

Contribution
That contribution to the univer-
sal Church from what has histori-
cally been considered the margin 
of the theological world is what 
Dr Hosffman Ospino, associate 
professor of Hispanic ministry 
and religious education at Boston 
College, identified as the greatest 
impact of Pope Francis’ pontifi-
cate.

“We have traditionally looked 
at Latin America as mission ter-
ritory, but we haven’t looked to 
it for leadership. Francis changes 

all that,” he told CNS. “He shows 
that Latin American Catholicism is 
vibrant with much energy that is 
both theological and pastoral.”

For Latin American immigrants, 
especially in Europe and the United 
States, Dr Ospino said, the figure 
of Pope Francis “reaffirmed” their 
experience of the Church and put 
them back in contact with a vocab-
ulary of “mission” and a fondness 
for popular devotion typical of the 
churches they grew up in.

❛❛The Aparecida 
document refl ected 
what Ms Muñoz-Visoso 
called the Latin 
American Church’s 
‘strong sense of 
mission,’ as well as 
its ‘communitarian’ 
nature”

Bishop Daniel Flores of Browns-
ville, Texas, told CNS that having 
a pope from Latin America has 
“opened up to the universal Church 
the perspective of Latin America”. 
As the leader of a diocese that bor-
ders Mexico, Bishop Flores said 
Pope Francis’ pastoral style and 
care for migrants “very much reso-
nates” with the reality of the Rio 
Grande Valley.

“Everyone brings their history 
with them when they serve in the 
priesthood, and certainly in the 
papacy,” he said, “and his pastoral 
sense of trying not to forget any-
body and trying to always keep in 
mind who might not be taken care 
of is something that is very much 
born out of that Latin American 
experience”.

Justin McLellan

Pope brings 
Latin American 
Catholic 
experience to 
the universal 
Church

Pope Francis prays at a cross on the border between El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, before celebrating Mass February 17, 2016. 
Photo: CNS/Paul Haring

Pope Francis uses incense 
while celebrating Mass for 
the feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. Photo: CNS/Paolo 
Galosi, Press Group
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How I learned Pope Francis 
was a true ‘Pope of peripheries’

Inés San Martín

It is often said that 
we are our truest 
selves when we are 
happy, comfortable 

and surrounded by those we 
love and trust. During each 
of the nearly 30 trips I made 
with Pope Francis, there 
was always a memorable 
moment when his true self 
would come out to play. 
Early on, we would recognise 
this moment. The Pontiff 
would completely disregard 
his prepared remarks and 
start speaking in Spanish – 
with the interpreter often 
struggling to keep up – par-
ticularly when he lapsed into 
Argentinian patois

These days, more settled 
into his role of a globe-trot-
ting Pope and less prone to 
go off-script when speaking 
to thousands, you can still 
identify the moment where 
he forgets that he carries the 
earthly concerns of the Cath-
olic Church on his shoulders, 
and he’s back to being that 
young man who vowed to 
dedicate his life to Christ.

These moments never 
occur during the mandatory 
visits with politicians, nor 
during the necessarily solemn 
Masses.

Peripheries
The Pope of the peripher-
ies comes truly alive in the 
soccer stadiums surrounded 
by thousands of youth in 
South Korea, in a high-
security prison in Mexico, 
or in a municipal dump-
turned-city within a city 
in Antananarivo, capital of 
Madagascar. The joy Pope 
Francis felt when visiting 
fellow Argentine, Fr Pedro 
Opeka, missionary and 
founder of Akamasoa, the 
humanitarian association 
that serves the people liv-
ing in the garbage dump, is 
ingrained in the hearts and 
minds of many of the often-
jaded reporters who get 
to travel aboard the papal 
plane.

Fr Opeka turned a place 
where children would fight 
with dogs over discarded 
food into a city of friend-
ship, with its own schools, 
universities, sports centres 
and a Church that welcomes 
friends and foes of the Faith 

every weekend. Sunday Mass 
in Akamasoa has become a 
must to anyone visiting.

❛❛Pope Francis 
called on the world 
to see not only their 
plights, sufferings 
and marginality, but 
also the many gifts 
and resources both 
nations have”

From the start of his pon-
tificate, the first Pope from 
the global South has been 
denouncing the piecemeal 
consumption and exploita-
tion of the third world by 
the West. Coming from the 
southern hemisphere, the 
Pope is particularly aware 
of this reality and has used 
his papal platform to give 
voice to the voiceless who 
are oppressed by poverty, 
exploitation, corrupt leader-
ship and war.

We saw it earlier this 
year, when he fulfilled what 
he called a “dream” visit to 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and South Sudan, two 
countries in Africa affected 
by war, external exploitation 
and hunger.

From the smallness of 
these countries – small in 
the international scene, that 
is – Pope Francis called on 
the world to see not only 
their plights, sufferings and 

marginality, but also the 
many gifts and resources 
both nations have. As he said 
of Congo, it is a “land rich in 
resources and bloodied by a 
war that never ends”.

When he is on the road, 
Pope Francis chooses to 
speak to the world from 
places that truly need a 
papal spotlight – not only to 
highlight the suffering expe-
rienced there, but also to 
highlight the many gifts they 
could share with the rest of 
humanity, but with justice. 
From the Central African 
Republic to Bangladesh, 
from Thailand to Paraguay, 
from Iraq to Kazakhstan, 
Pope Francis models what he 
preaches – he is a true Pope 
of the peripheries.

Marginalised
Even when visiting the 
world’s superpowers, Pope 
Francis brought the mar-
ginalised to the fore. The 
historic visit to Cuba on his 
way to the United States 
in 2015 wasn’t a pat on the 
back to the Communist 
regime. He made a trek, 
seemingly impossible at the 
time, to insist on the need 
to maintain open spaces for 
diplomatic actions. With 
reflection and dialogue he 
wanted to prevent – and 
in this case try to resolve – 
problems.

When he went to France 
in 2014, Pope Francis deliv-
ered a sombre diagnosis in 

the European parliament 
in Strasbourg: Europe, he 
declared, had lost its way, its 
energies sapped by eco-
nomic crisis and a remote, 
technocratic bureaucracy. 
The continent was only a 
bystander in a world that 
had become less Eurocen-
tric. He said the rest of the 
world often looks at the 
continent as an old, barren 
lady: “In many quarters we 
encounter a general impres-
sion of weariness and aging, 
of a Europe which is now a 
‘grandmother’, no longer fer-
tile and vibrant,” the Pontiff 
stressed.

❛❛People who 
know the Pope 
best understand 
that the idea of 
a ‘poor Church 
for the poor’ is a 
literal one, not a 
metaphor”

The humbler the people 
he encountered, it seems, 
the more prone Francis is to 
praise and champion them. 
This is not, of course, a Pope 
who promotes poverty, but 
a man who has encountered 
in the humble ones of this 
earth, the clear representa-
tion of what he means when 
he calls for a “poor Church 
for the poor”, one that gets 
out of the sacristy to find 

people where they are – an 
“Iglesia en salida” (or a 
“Church that goes out”).

A challenge
For many, understanding what 
he means by this has been 
a challenge. There are those 
who think he wants a Marxist, 
populist or Peronist Church, 
in reference to Argentina’s 
Justicialista party, founded by 
General Juan Domingo Peron 
and immortalised in an artis-
tic, if historically inaccurate, 
way by Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s ‘Evita’. Others believe he 
wants to reform the Church 
so it focuses solely on the 
excluded because they live in 
situations the Church teaches 
are irregular – the divorced 
and civilly remarried couples; 
those cohabitating; the LGBT 
community, and so on. But at 
the end of the day, people who 
know the Pope best – those 
who knew him when he was 
just Fr Jorge Mario Bergoglio – 
understand that the idea of a 
“poor Church for the poor” is a 
literal one, not a metaphor.

Argentine theologian Juan 
Carlos Scannone says a key 
part of what shapes Francis’s 
thought is a strongly Argen-
tinian stream of Catholic 
thinking called “theology of 
the people”.

It holds, Scannone told 
me years ago, that reflec-
tion on virtually any topic 
shouldn’t start with ideo-
logical categories, but with 
the concrete experiences of 

ordinary people.
Friends say Fr Bergoglio’s 

identity was forged by Buenos 
Aires’ popular religiosity, 
some of which goes back to 
the colonial era that brought 
devotions such as Our Lady of 
Luján, patroness of Argentina. 
A second influence is that of 
immigrants who would wait 
in line for hours to venerate 
the image of St Cajetan, patron 
of bread and work.

❛❛ It stems not 
only from the 
Gospel but from 
his first-hand 
experience of 
the incredible 
generosity often 
displayed by those 
who have less” 

These expressions of 
popular piety have kept mil-
lions flocking to shrines as 
an expression of the people’s 
faith. Francis learned to value 
such expressions of devotion 
early on, seeing them not 
merely as quaint or kitschy, 
but rather as a touchstone for 
both theology and pastoral 
activity.

Theological treatises have 
been written about Pope Fran-
cis and this popular religiosity. 
Another element ingrained in 
this theology of the people, 
often ignored, can help us 
understand his constant 
reaching out to the humble 
ones of this earth: it stems 
not only from the Gospel but 
from his first-hand experience 
of the incredible generosity 
often displayed by those who 
have less. Mistake me not: I 
am not romanticising poverty 
when I say that in those slums 
of Buenos Aires neighbours 
know one another by name, 
help one another when there 
is nothing to eat, support 
one another and defend one 
another from the constant 
looming threat of substance 
abuse. In other words, those 
who have nothing are willing 
to give everything.

Francis saw this first-hand 
when walking these slums, 
and he projects this as the 
reality on the ground in the 
peripheries he visits when 
traveling abroad – most of 
them lands of mission for-
saken by everyone but God.

The Pope of the peripheries 
shines a light on those who 
have less not only because he 
thinks the world can help, but 
because he knows that the 
comfortable-but-spiritually 
impoverished have much to 
learn from them, including 
the role of generosity, if we 
are to build a lasting peace.

Pope Francis and Fr Pedro Opeka, founder of the 
Akamasoa Community of Good Friends, attend 

a meeting with members of the community in 
Antananarivo, Madagascar, 2019.
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Praise, protest for Pope Francis’ 
outreach to LGBTQ persons

Pope Francis has evoked both 
praise and protest for his 
outreach to LGBTQ persons 
during his decade-long 

papacy, as he has offered warmth 
and welcome while upholding 
the Catholic Church’s teaching on 
human sexuality.

“My experience of Pope Francis 
has been hope-filled and also frus-
trating,” Dr Ish Ruiz, a gay theologian 
and post-doctoral fellow in Catholic 
studies at Emory University, told 
OSV News.

Dr Ruiz praised Pope Francis’ 
“breakthrough papacy”, which he 
said has helped remove barriers 
between the Catholic Church and 
LGBTQ persons.

At the same time, Dr Ruiz told 
OSV News he “wishes the Pope 
would go a little bit further with 
what he’s done” and “allow Church 
doctrine to be transformed by the 
grace-filled witness” of LGBTQ per-
sons.

Grace Doerfler, a graduate stu-
dent in journalism at Stanford Uni-
versity, told OSV News that “as a 
lesbian Catholic, I think (Pope Fran-
cis is) really a pastor. … He has such 
an attitude of welcome, kindness 
and love, and I think his papacy has 
made a real difference in how I and 
other LGBTQ Catholics feel about the 
Church, and about staying (in it).”

Yet Ms Doerfler also said she 
“would love to see a Church where 
I could have a Church wedding 
someday, and where Catholic school 
teachers and other people in minis-
try could be openly gay and not lose 
jobs over it”.

Early days
Since the early days of his papacy, 
Pope Francis has offered an open 
hand to persons experiencing same-
sex attraction and gender dysphoria, 
and recently condemned the crimi-
nalisation of homosexuality in sev-
eral parts of the world.

Asked by a reporter in 2013 about 
homosexual individuals among the 
clergy, the Pope famously responded, 
“If someone is gay and he searches 
for the Lord and has good will, who 
am I to judge?”

For Matthew – now a married 
father of two in the St Louis area 

who asked his last name be withheld 
for privacy – that reply coincided 
with a growing awareness that he 
was sensing homosexual inclina-
tions, which along with homosexual 
acts are regarded as “disordered,” 
according to Church teaching as out-
lined in the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church.

❛❛Struggles to 
accurately understand 
Pope Francis on the 
topic of homosexual-
ity often result from a 
failure to appreciate the 
fullness of his pastoral 
outreach to LGBTQ”

“The 10-year anniversary of Pope 
Francis really resonates with me, 
because I was a freshman in college 
exactly when I started to realise 
my experience,” he told OSV News. 
“This 10-year journey is very much 
my timeline of my first (recogni-
tion) and then realising the beautiful 
grace (of) the Lord in my life.”

While stressing he remains 
“respectful” of the Pope, Mat-

thew told OSV News he wanted to 
“be real” about how Pope Francis’ 
approach to the topic of homosexu-
ality “has hindered me”.

Specifically, Matthew pointed 
to “ambiguity and lack of clarity” 
in reports of the Pope’s occasional 
statements to media on the subject, 
which he told OSV News could be 
misconstrued as support for same-
sex unions.

Francesco
Evgeny Afineevsky’s 2020 documen-
tary Francesco created an uproar 
when spliced clips from a 2019 inter-
view with Mexican broadcaster Tel-
evisa appeared to show Pope Francis 
broadly endorsing legal protections 
for such civil unions, while defend-
ing Church doctrine that made it “a 
contradiction to speak of homosex-
ual marriage”, said the Pope.

Subsequent media coverage 
showed the film had not included 
key contextual information and 
caveats made by the Pope in 
addressing the topic with journalist 
Valentina Alazraki.

Struggles to accurately under-
stand Pope Francis on the topic of 
homosexuality often result from a 
failure to appreciate the fullness of 
his pastoral outreach to LGBTQ per-
sons, said Fr Philip Bochanski, a priest 
of the Philadelphia Archdiocese and 
executive director of Courage Inter-
national, a Catholic apostolate that 
supports same-sex attracted men 
and women in living chastely accord-
ing to church teaching.

Pope Francis’ approach seeks “to 

receive the person and accompany 
them mercifully, and having heard 
and received their story, to orient 
them in the teaching of the Church,” 
Fr Bochanski told OSV News. 

“It would be too simplistic to 
say that this Pope says, ‘homosex-
ual acts are sinful’ or ‘who am I to 
judge?’ That’s overlooking much of 
what Pope Francis has said on this 
topic. He always refers people back 
to the catechism.”

❛❛Fr Martin pointed 
out Pope Francis has even 
appointed Juan Carlos 
Cruz, an openly gay man 
who advocates for fellow 
survivors of clergy sex 
abuse, to the Pontifical 
Commission for the 
Protection of Minors”

In his apostolic exhortation Amo-
ris Laetitia (“The Joy of Love”), Pope 
Francis summed up that perspec-
tive in two back-to-back passages, 
acknowledging the challenges 
same-sex attraction presents to both 
parents and children, and calling for 
“respectful pastoral guidance” while 
upholding Church teaching that 
views same-sex unions as not “even 
remotely analogous to God’s plan for 
marriage and family”.

Above all, “Pope Francis has, 
through words and gestures, helped 
to open up the conversation around 
the Catholic Church and LGBTQ peo-

ple,” said Jesuit Father James Martin, 
a consultor to the Vatican Dicastery 
for Communication who ministers 
extensively to LGBTQ persons.

Admitting that “many LGBTQ 
people in the West tell me that they 
wish (Pope Francis) would ‘go fur-
ther,’” Fr Martin told OSV News the 
Pope’s outreach has “marked a sea 
change in the Church’s approach to 
this community”.

Fr Martin pointed out Pope Fran-
cis has even appointed Juan Carlos 
Cruz, an openly gay man who advo-
cates for fellow survivors of clergy 
sex abuse, to the Pontifical Commis-
sion for the Protection of Minors.

“I don’t think we can underes-
timate how much more welcome 
LGBTQ people – and their families – 
feel in their own Church, thanks to 
Francis,” said Fr Martin.

Individual people
The Pope sees not ideologies but 
“individual people, and he wants to 
make some kind of path for them to 
come closer to God”, Eve Tushnet, 
author of Gay and Catholic: Accept-
ing My Sexuality, Finding Commu-
nity, Living My Faith, told OSV News.

In so doing, she added, Pope Fran-
cis provides a “desperately needed 
vision for some kind of good future” 
for LGBTQ persons in the Church.

“The Church has wisdom here,” 
said Ms Tushnet. “The Church gives 
guidance to shepherd these longings 
and desires, and a path by which 
they are made more chaste, and 
even more loving and giving, than 
your own desires.”

Pope Francis greets Jesuit Fr James Martin, 
author and editor at large of America magazine, 

during a private meeting at the Vatican in this 
October 1, 2019, file photo. Photo: CNS.

Gina Christian

❛❛The Pope sees not ideolgies 
but ‘individual people, and he 
wants to make some kind of path 
for them to come closer to God’”
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USA: Bagpipers march past St Mary’s Church during the annual St 
Patrick’s Day parade in East Islip, New York, on March 5. Photo: OSV News.

Out&About
Setting down roots

INSHORT
Bishop Fleming welcomes 
Ukrainians to plant 500 trees
 Bishop of Killala John Fleming welcomed members of the 
Ukrainian community for the planting of 500 trees to mark the 
anniversary of Russia’s invasion.

Bishop Fleming said he was delighted to welcome them, add-
ing that “their lives have been uprooted and they have put down 
roots in our community”.

Planting the trees – one for every Ukrainian in the area of 
Ballina – is “a sign of our welcome to them and our concern for 
them”, Bishop Fleming continued.

“With God’s help, when peace, stability and prosperity return 
to Ukraine, these trees will be a reminder to future generations of 
our concern for our sisters and brothers from the East.”

The trees will also help to reduce the harmful effects of cli-
mate change, by improving the quality of environmental life in 
North Mayo, the bishop of Killala said.

“I congratulate and thank the members of Ballina Commu-
nity Clean-up for taking this initiative as well as for their weekly 
Saturday morning work which helps keep Ballina litter free and 
so deepen our pride of place.”

Co. Down school to bid for 
integrated status 
A Co. Down school where fewer than 50 children are Catholic 
is to bid for integrated status.

Bangor Academy, the largest school in Northern Ireland, 
said it will ballot parents and guardians of its pupils on the 
proposal.

In a letter, school principal Matthew Pitts said becoming 
integrated would be “an affirmation of our current ethos and 
values”, The Irish News reports.

The aim for new integrated schools, and those schools 
wishing to transform to integrated status, has been to attract 
at least 30% of pupils from the minority tradition within the 

school’s enrolment.
According to the Department of Education, figures reveal 

that Catholic pupils make up slightly more than 2% of the total 
enrolment at Bangor Academy.

In 2020/21, of the 1,803 pupils enrolled at the school, there 
were 1,110 listed as Protestant, 48 Catholic and 645 ‘other’.

50 people attend catechetics course 
in Limerick
More than 50 people from across Ireland attended a training 
course for catechists held in the diocese of Limerick in February.

Sr Hyacinthe Defos de Rau OP led the initial training in the 
Limerick Diocesan Centre, assisted by Sr Cooey Fowler OP, which 
focused on the Catechetical programme “Come, Follow Me”. 

The programme is used for the catechesis of children, aged 
7-11, in parishes and schools. 

MAYO: On Saturday, February 25, 500 trees – one for each member of the Ukrainian community in the Ballina area – were planted in the grounds of Killala Bishop’s House. Bishop John 
Fleming is pictured with members of the community.

KILDARE: Fr Michael Mullaney, Dr Ethna Regan, Trócaire CEO Caoimhe de Barra and Bishop William 
Crean are pictured following the Annual Lent Lecture delivered by Cardinal Michael Czerny SJ on March 6.
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Events deadline is a week in 
advance of publication

CARLOW: Fr Conor McDonough OP and Patrick Grant filming in Rathglass for the 
‘Treasure Ireland’ series on the Irish Dominican YouTube channel. Photo: Christopher 
McQuinn.

CORK: Bishop of Cloyne William Crean makes a presentation to Fr Dermot 
Lane and Maura Hyland for their significant contribution to catechetics in 
Ireland on behalf of the Council for Catechetics of the Irish bishops’ conference.

Edited by Ruadhán Jones
Ruadhan@irishcatholic.ie

ANTRIM
Lectio Divina takes place 

each Friday in St Joseph’s 
church after 7pm Mass 
and on Monday in St 
Comgall’s church after 
10am Mass in Antrim 
parish.

CARLOW 
Holy hour takes each 

Monday in Lent at 7pm 
in St Clare’s Church, 
Graiguecullen, while 
Stations of the Cross take 
place at 10am on Mon-
days followed by Mass. 

CLARE 
A series of Lenten talks on 

the theme ‘Lord teach 
me to pray’ continues 
on Monday, March 20 
from 8-9.15pm in Maria 
Assumpta Hall, Ennis 
parish.

CORK
Way of the Cross takes place 

on Fridays during Lent at 
7pm in St Peter and Paul’s 
Church in Cork City. 

A catechesis for adult 
faith formation is being 
held each Sunday and 
Wednesday at 8pm until 
March 22, in the Sacred 
Heart church hall, West-
ern Rd.

DONEGAL
Lenten ‘Sycamore’ pro-

gramme, an informal 
course about the Faith 
and its relevance, takes 
place in Stranolar Parish 
centre from 8-9pm each 
Thursday in March. 

DUBLIN
The Feast of the Divine 

Mercy will be celebrated 
on Sunday, April 16, in 
Corpus Christi Church, 
Drumcondra, with Holy 
Hour at 3pm followed by 
Mass at 4pm.

GALWAY
A weekly gathering for young 

adults (18-35 years) 
takes place on Wednes-
days at 7.30pm in the 
Cathedral. An opportunity 
for adoration, silence, 
prayer, music, Scripture 
and reflection, followed 
by refreshments. Contact 
youth@galwaycathedral.
ie for more information.

KILDARE
The Legion of Mary will lead 

the Stations of the Cross 
on Friday’s during Lent at 
3pm in the Church of Our 
Lady and St David, Naas.

KERRY
Youth 2000 Munster Retreat 

takes place March 24-26 
in St Brendan’s Col-
lege, Killarney, for ages 
16-35. More info on www.
youth2000.ie

LAOIS 
The rosary will be prayed for 

Lent Monday to Saturday 
at 6.30pm and at 3pm 
on Sunday in the Church 
of the Assumption, the 
Heath, Portlaoise parish.

LIMERICK
Adoration will be held every 

Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday during Lent 
in the Adoration Chapel, 
Abbeyfeale from 10am-
8pm.

MEATH
The Franciscan Sisters of 

the Renewal to host a 
‘Light the Fire!’ event for 
St Patrick’s Day, March 
17, in Slane. Begins 5pm 
with Vespers on the Hill of 
Slane followed by a rosary 
procession to St Patrick’s 
church. Mass at 6pm with 
main celebrant Bishop 
Denis Nulty followed by 
Eucharistic Adoration. 

TIPPERARY
Three-part series of talks on 

the mystery of the Eucha-
rist contines Tuesday 
March 21, 7.30-8.30pm in 
St Oliver’s Parish Church, 
Clonmel, E91N578. On 
the theme ‘The Mystery of 
the Eucharist’.

Morning prayer takes place 
after 10am Mass in St 
Mary’s church, Clonmel 
parish. For the duration 
of Lent, an evening Mass 
is on at 7pm, Monday-
Friday, excluding Tuesday 
when a Station of the 
Cross takes place at 7pm.

TYRONE
The Seven Joys of Our Lady 

fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order meets 
each second Tuesday of 
the month in St Brigid’s 
chapel, Brocagh, Clonoe 
Parish, at 7pm followed by 
exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament from 8-9pm.

WESTMEATH
Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament takes place in 
the Cathedral of Christ the 
King, Mullingar, Monday 
to Friday from 2-7pm.

WEXFORD
Divine Mercy devotions take 

place the first Tuesday 
of the month at 7pm in 
Wexford Friary, including 
blessing with the relic of 
St Faustina.

BELFAST: Blessed Trinity College Belfast gets its ‘Faith Friends Programme’ underway at St Therese of Lisieux PS. Year 13 
students will lead the P7 children through a number of workshops over the coming weeks to further explore their relationship 
with God.

AUSTRALIA: Fr Eamonn Conway joins 
Ryan of the chaplaincy team on Notre 
Dame Australia’s Sydney campus as each 
university community member is invited 
to place a glass tile to complete a mosaic, 
on March 7. The mosaic contains the 
university crest and motto in Greek and 
Latin, “In the beginning was the Word”.

BELFAST: Catholic ice hockey star 
David Goodwin celebrates the Belfast 
Giants’ victory in the Challenge 
Cup with Queen’s University Belfast 
Catholic chaplain Shannon Campbell, 
March 2.
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World Report
German synod approves controversial issues
The German Synodal Way has 
voted to adopt “implementa-
tion texts” related to same-
sex blessings, lay preaching 
during Mass, and a request for 
Pope Francis to re-examine 
the discipline of priestly celi-
bacy in the Latin-rite Catholic 
Church.

The votes took place dur-
ing the first two days of the 
fifth synodal assembly in 
Frankfurt, Germany. The 
assembly concluded a three-
year process March 11 that 
many observers have said 
is advancing heterodoxi-
cal ideas and may prompt a 
schism between most Ger-
man dioceses and the univer-
sal Church.

Delegates to the Synodal 
Way also voted Friday even-
ing to delay addressing per-
haps the most controversial 
topic: establishing synodal 
councils at the parish and 
diocesan level. Bishop Franz-
Josef Overbeck of Essen, a 
supporter of the Synodal 
Way, introduced the motion 
to delay.

Condemned
While the Vatican has not 
explicitly condemned the 
Synodal Way’s promotion of 
heterodox proposals related 
to same-sex blessings and 
women’s ordination, the 
Holy See has been increas-
ingly clear about its rejec-
tion of this form of ecclesial 
governance, which involves 
bishops and laity “sharing 
responsibility”. In the Ger-
man proposal, laity could 
even overrule a bishop (or 
bishops at the national level) 
with a two-thirds majority.

“Neither the Synodal Path 
nor any body appointed by it 
nor a bishops’ conference have 
the authority to set up the ‘syn-
odal council’ at the national, 
diocesan, or parish level,” three 
cardinals with significant lead-
ership roles in the Roman Curia 
wrote to the German bishops 
in a January 16 letter, with 
explicit papal approval. In an 
address to the German bish-
ops at their February 27 meet-
ing, papal nuncio Archbishop 
Nikola Eterovic affirmed that 
this prohibition also applied to 
diocesan bishops. 

Warning
The decision to pass on vot-
ing is likely an indication 
that the Vatican’s warning 

has had some effect. Now 
the matter will be taken up 
by the synodal committee.

Church blessings
The resolution to provide 
Church blessings to same-
sex sexual unions passed 
on Friday afternoon. Titled 
“Blessing ceremonies for 
couples who love each 
other,” the measure was 
opposed by only nine of 58 
bishops, while 11 bishops 
abstained. If the 11 abstain-
ing bishops had joined in 
opposing the measure, it 
would have failed to reach 
the required two-thirds sup-
port of the bishops.

The measure also calls for 
blessing the relations of the 

divorced-but-civilly-remar-
ried and couples that aren’t 
married.

During floor debate pre-
ceding the vote, the meas-
ure was vocally opposed by 
Bishop Stefan Oster of Pas-
sau, Bishop Gregor Maria 
Hanke of Eichstätt, and 
Bishop Rudolf Voderholzer 
of Regensburg.

“It is foreseeable that 
after the blessing has been 
approved, the question 
will very quickly arise as to 
whether the blessing is not 
also discriminatory if the 
marriage is then refused,” 
Bishop Voderholzer said.

IN BRIEF

Fr Jacques Mourad, a Syrian 
Catholic monk who was kid-
napped in Syria by Islamic 
State (ISIS) terrorists in 2015 
and managed to escape after 
five months in captivity, was 
consecrated as the new arch-
bishop of Homs, Syria.

At the March 3 Mass for 
the episcopal consecration, 

Bishop Flavien Rami Al-
Kabalan, procurator of the 
Syrian Patriarchate of Anti-
och to the Holy See, noted 
that the new archbishop 
“has placed his life in the 
hands of the Lord,” accord-
ing to the Vatican agency 
Fides.

Bishop Al-Kabalan stressed 

that God chose the new arch-
bishop “to be the spiritual 
father who sanctifies souls 
with the sacraments of salva-
tion and guides everyone in 
prayer and fasting, the patient 
and loving brother, the wise 
and understanding teacher”.

Syrian Catholic Patriarch 
Ignace Youssif III Younan 

celebrated the Mass . 
Also in attendance were 
Cardinal Mario Zenari, the 
apostolic nuncio in Syria; 
Melkite Greek Catholic 
Patriarch Yoseph Absi; 
Syrian Orthodox Patriarch 
Mar Ignatios Aphrem II, and 
dozens of bishops.

“Oh, what sorrow to have watched 
three of my parishioners shot dead in 
cold blood, right before my eyes — and 
I couldn’t do anything,” Nigerian parish 
priest Fr Bako Francis Awesuh, 37, shared 
in a new Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 
report published Friday.

“I couldn’t pray because of the shock I 
was in. Whenever I opened my mouth to 
pray, words failed me. All I could say was 
‘Lord, have mercy.’”

ACN’s report, titled ‘Nigeria: A Bleed-
ing Wound’, shares some of the firsthand 
testimonies of Catholic Faithful who have 

survived torture, kidnappings, and mas-
sacres at the hands of Nigerian terrorists.

In May 2021, Fr Awesuh and 10 of his 
parishioners were kidnapped from St John 
Paul II Parish in Nigeria’s Kaduna state by 
radical Islamic Fulani attackers.

Fr Awesuh was alone in his room at 11 
pm when he heard gunshots. Terrified, he 
turned out the lights and waited.

“I stood there confused, not knowing 
what to do, as I felt completely lost. There 
was a knock on the door. My legs went 
cold and my body stiff. I was sweating 
profusely,” Fr Awesuh said. “They broke 

down the door and forced themselves 
inside. One of the men pushed me to the 
floor, tied me up, and flogged me merci-
lessly.”

Fr Awesuh and his parishioners were 
marched barefoot through the wilderness 
for three days. They were then held cap-
tive in harsh conditions for more than a 
month until a large ransom could be paid.

Eventually, Fr Awesuh and his parish-
ioners were ransomed, but not before 
three parishioners were shot dead during 
a rescue attempt.

Priests and lay faithful describe attacks in Nigeria

Syrian Catholic monk once kidnapped by ISIS made archbishop

l Cardinal Angelo 
Becciu, who is on trial at 
the Vatican for financial 
malfeasance, tried to 
get Pope Francis to sign 
statements saying the 
cardinal acted with the 
Pope’s approval when 
he used Vatican money 
to invest in a property in 
London and when he paid 
a woman who claimed 
she could help secure the 
release of a kidnapped nun.

“I regret to inform you 

that I cannot comply with 
your request,” Pope Francis 
wrote in a letter to the 
cardinal dated July 26, 
2021.

Alessandro Diddi, the 
Vatican prosecutor, entered 
correspondence between the 
Pope and Cardinal Becciu 
into evidence March 9 during 
the 50th session of the trial, 
which began one day after 
the Pope declined to sign the 
statements that could have 
absolved the cardinal.

l Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, whose spire and roof 
were destroyed by an April 15, 2019 fire is expected be 
rebuilt within the five-year deadline set by the French 
government. 

As confirmed by the head of the construction site, French 
Army Gen. Jean-Louis Georgelin, in an interview with the 
Associated Press, the faithful and tourists should have 
access to the site again by the end of 2024.

Reconstruction work only began some 24 months after 
the tragic incident occurred, with the first phase consisting 
of cleaning and securing the site, involving more than 200 
different companies.

l Staff at Caritas Georgia remain wary after a controversial 
proposed law in the nation of Georgia was withdrawn March 
9, following two nights of violent protests in the capital of 
Tbilisi that saw dozens injured and detained by police.

The legislation, backed by that country’s ruling Georgian 
Dream party, would have required non-commercial legal 
entities (including news outlets) receiving more than 20% of 
their income from abroad to register as foreign agents.

As such, the organisations would be subject to extra 
scrutiny and hefty fines for noncompliance.

“People are suspicious that there is an agenda behind 
it, because it is not that easy to call back the law after the 
first reading,” Anahit Mkhoyan, executive director of Caritas 
Georgia, told OSV News.

l A new study by the Houston-based Vocations Ministry 
has found that trusted relationships with parish priests are a 
deciding factor in cultivating vocations.

The organisation’s 2023 “State of Priestly Vocations in 
the United States” report concluded that “the overall role 
of priests in fostering vocations is significant,” with “around 
70% of those ordained” reporting that they were invited by a 
priest to consider the calling.

With many parishes merging or closing, reducing the 
priest-to-parishioner ratio is essential for making such 
encounters possible, study author and Vocation Ministry 
founder Rhonda Gruenewald told OSV News.

Dioceses with the lowest priest-to-parishioner ratios have 
been shown to ordain six times as many priests as those in 
which priests were responsible for more parishioners.

Letters from Pope entered 
into evidence at Vatican trial

Notre Dame cathedral to open 
in December 2024

Caritas Georgia workers wary 
after ‘foreign agent’ legislation 
withdrawn

Study: Vocations key is trusted 
relationship with priests

Irme Stetter-Karp, president of the Central Committee of German Catholics and co-
chair of the Synodal Path, and Bishop Georg Bätzing, president of the German bishops’ 
conference, attend the fifth synodal assembly in Frankfurt March 9, 2023. Photo: OSV 
News/ Heiko Becker, Reuters
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Rupnik concelebrated Mass 
despite restrictions
l Fr Marko Rupnik concelebrated Mass at a basilica in 
Rome on Sunday despite restrictions prohibiting “any public 
ministerial and sacramental activity”.

The Jesuit priest and artist who has been accused of 
sexually and psychologically abusing consecrated women 
stood at the altar of the Basilica of Santa Prassede, a historic 
church popular with pilgrims located near the Basilica of St 
Mary Major, at the 9am Sunday Mass on March 5, according 
to the Italian newspaper Domani.

When asked about the Mass, Fr Rupnik’s superior, Jesuit 
Fr Johan Verscheuren, said that Fr Rupnik is only allowed “to 
concelebrate Masses in the context of the Aletti Center, which 
is his inner circle, his community”.

In comments to ACI Prensa, Fr Verscheuren said that he 
had not been able to confirm the Italian media reports and 
preferred “not to make judgments about things that I am not 
absolutely sure about”.

Fr Rupnik founded the Aletti Center, a school dedicated to 
the promotion of religious art in Rome, after his years in the 
Loyola Community of Slovenia, where he has been accused of 
abusing consecrated women.

Vatican takes activists to trial for 
damage to Vatican statues
l The Vatican held a hearing to try three climate activists for 
criminal damage to a famous statue in the Vatican Museums.
Guido Viero, 61, and Ester Goffi, 26, were ordered to appear 
before the Vatican City State’s tribunal on March 9.

Mr Viero and Ms Goffi superglued their hands to the 
marble base holding Laocoön and His Sons, an ancient 
marble sculpture on display in the Vatican Museums, on the 
morning of August 18, 2022. 

They are accused of damaging the base of the statue 
through the use of “particularly tough and corrosive synthetic 
adhesive”.

Laura, who video-recorded the demonstration in the 
Vatican Museums and whose last name is not public, has 
also been charged by the Vatican.

The three are part of Ultima Generazione (‘Last 
Generation’), an Italian group that encourages nonviolent civil 
disobedience to “raise the alarm on the climate emergency”.
Charges of resisting a public official were dropped.
According to Ultima Generazione, Mr Viero and Ms Goffi face 
up to three years in prison and fines of up to 3,099 euros.

Vatican Vatican 
rounduproundup

l Pope Francis appointed 
five new members to his 
council of cardinals advisers, 
including Synod organiser 
Cardinal Jean-Claude 
Hollerich and Canadian 
Cardinal Gérald Lacroix.
The Vatican announced on 
March 7 the nine members 
of Pope Francis’ Council 
of Cardinals tasked with 
assisting the Pope “in the 
governance of the universal 
Church”.

The Pope has nominated 
Brazilian Cardinal Sérgio da 
Rocha, Spanish Cardinal 
Juan José Omella Omella, 
and Cardinal Fernando 
Vérgez Alzaga, the president 
of the Governorate of 
Vatican City State, to 
be new members of the 
council, along with Cardinals 
Hollerich and Lacroix.

With the new 
appointments, Honduran 
Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez 
Maradiaga, 80, and 
Germany’s Cardinal 
Reinhard Marx, 69, are 
no longer members of 
the Council of Cardinals. 
Cardinal Giuseppe Bertello, 
the 80-year-old retired 
president of the Governorate 
of Vatican City State, has 
been replaced by his 
successor.

The group of cardinal 
advisers, also referred to as 
the C9 for its nine members, 
was established by Pope 
Francis one month after his 
election in 2013 to advise the 
Pope on the reform of the 
Roman Curia, particularly the 
new apostolic constitution, 
Praedicate evangelium, 
published last year.

Pope Francis adds cardinals to his 
council of advisers

New Chinese app requires faithful 
to register to attend services
A human rights group 
active in China is reporting 
that religious believers in a 
populous Chinese province 
are now required to register 
on a government app in 
order to attend worship 
services.

ChinaAid, a US-based 
Christian charity, reported 
March 6 that the religious 
department of the 
provincial government 
of Henan is rolling out 
a system whereby all 
believers must make 
online reservations before 
they can attend services 
in churches, mosques, or 
Buddhist temples.

The reservations are to 
be made through an app 

called ‘Smart Religion’ 
developed by the Ethnic 
and Religious Affairs 
Commission of Henan 
Province. According to 
ChinaAid, applicants must 
fill in personal information, 
including their name, 
phone number, government 
ID number, permanent 
residence, occupation, and 
date of birth before they 
can make a reservation. 
Those who are allowed into 
a place of worship must 
also have their temperature 
taken — suggesting the app 
may be related in some way 
to Covid-19 restrictions 
— and show a reservation 
code.

Henan, located in 

the east-central part 
of the country, has one 
of the largest Christian 
populations in China — as 
much as 6% — according to 
a 2012 government survey. 
The communist government 
of China is officially secular, 
and the same survey 
suggested that just 13% of 
the 98 million population 
of Henan belongs to an 
organised religion.

The Chinese government 
technically recognises 
Catholicism as one of five 
religions in the country, but 
there exists an underground 
Catholic Church, which 
is persecuted and loyal 
to Rome. Government-
approved Catholic churches, 

on the other hand, have 
comparatively more 
freedom of worship but 
face other challenges, 
including pressure from 
the government to censor 
parts of Catholic teaching, 
while including Chinese 
nationalism and love for 
the party in preaching. 
Religious believers of all 
stripes are surveilled in 
China.

ChinaAid reported that 
there are concerns that less 
tech-savvy elderly people 
might be isolated from 
signing up for religious 
services, but officials said 
staff would assist them in 
doing so.

Pope: Imprisonment of Nicaraguan bishop reminiscent of Hitler’s dictatorship
Pope Francis called Nicaragua’s 
Daniel Ortega “unstable” and likened 
Nicaragua’s Sandinista government 
to Nazi Germany in an interview 
published on Friday.

Speaking about Nicaragua’s Bishop 
Rolando Álvarez, who was sentenced 
to 26 years in prison by Ortega’s 
dictatorship last month, Pope Francis 
said: “It is something out of line with 
reality; it is as if we were bringing back 
the communist dictatorship of 1917 or 
the Hitler dictatorship of 1935.”

“They are a type of vulgar 
dictatorships,” he added, also using the 
Argentine word “guarangas”, meaning 
“rude”.

Pope Francis said: “With much 
respect, I have no choice but to think 
that the person who leads [Daniel 
Ortega] is unstable,” according to a 
transcript published on March 10 by 
the Spanish-language news outlet 
Infobae.

“Here we have a bishop in prison, 
a very serious man, very capable. He 

wanted to give witness and did not 
accept exile,” he said, speaking of 
Bishop Álvarez, whose imprisonment 
deeply grieved the Pope.

The Pope’s comment echoes those 
made recently by the chair of the UN’s 
Human Rights Group on Nicaragua, Jan 
Michael Simon.

“The use of the justice system 
against political opponents, as in 
Nicaragua, is exactly what the Nazi 
regime did,” Mr Simon said.

Smoke and strife in Georgia

Law enforcement officers take cover during a protest in Tbilisi, Georgia, March 9, against a draft law on “foreign 
agents”, which critics say represents an authoritarian shift and could hurt Georgia’s bid to join the European Union. 
Photo: OSV News/Irakli Gedenidze, Reuters
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Pray for Christians silenced in Nicaragua 
Letter of the week

Letters Post to: Letters to the Editor, The Irish Catholic, 
Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, 

Dublin 18, D18 K277 or email: letters@irishcatholic.ie 

Dear Editor, Thank you for continuing 
to highlight the plight of Bishop Rolando 
José Álvarez Lagos of Matagalpa diocese 
in Nicaragua [The Irish Catholic – March 
2, 2023], particularly after he was 
sentenced to 26 years in jail. His convic-
tion of treason, spreading false news 
and “undermining national integrity” 
was an appalling miscarriage of justice. 
It is welcome that the Irish Govern-
ment called for his immediate release, 
although it would be more effective 

coming from the European Union as a 
whole. 

Bishop Álvarez continuously spoke 
up for the poor of Nicaragua, and for 
those silenced by dictator and authori-
tarian President Manuel Ortega.

It is not only the prelate who is suf-
fering for speaking out, but the Church 
as a whole in Nicaragua is constantly 
being maligned by Ortega, who is trying 
to seize any influence the Church has in 
the country. Ever since protests in 2018, 

and the subsequent brutal crackdowns, 
fear of losing power has driven Ortega to 
use the full force of the police to silence 
protests and individuals, which has led 
to deaths. 

We must pray for our Christian 
brothers and sisters whose rights are 
being stripped and mouths shut for fear 
of reprisal. 

Yours etc.,
Jack Walsh

Stepaside, Dublin 18

All letters should include 
the writer’s full name, postal 
address and telephone 
numbers (day and evening). 
Letter writers may receive a 
subsequent telephone call 
from The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication 
process which does not 
amount to a commitment to 
publish.

We regret that we 
cannot give prior notice of 
a letter’s publication date, 
acknowledge unpublished 
letters or discuss the 

merits of letters. We do not 
publish pseudonyms or 
other formulae to conceal 
the writer’s identity, such 
as “name and address 
with editor”. We do not 
print letters addressed 
to someone else, open 
letters, or verse. Letters to 
the Editor should only be 
sent to The Irish Catholic, 
and not other publications. 
Letters should not exceed 
300 words and may be 
shortened for space 
requirements.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor, In nearly every 
diocese in the country, par-
ishes are being amalgamated 
as a response to the decreasing 
number of priests. In my opin-
ion, it is the clergy who should 
adapt to the changes that are 
taking place instead of involv-
ing a weakening of parish iden-
tity.

Parishes are communities 
that have a very definite charac-
ter. In fact, they are often quite 
close physically, while regard-
ing each other as deadly rivals. 
Anyone who has seen two such 
parishes meet as contestants in 
their county final will under-
stand how difficult it would 
be to form a single community 
that would involve shared pro-
jects, combined meetings and 

common liturgies at Easter or 
Christmas. In other countries 
where there are few priests, it 
is the parish community who 
are in charge of the liturgy and 
the physical structures. They 
meet for prayers on a Sunday 
and have Mass every three 
or four weeks if the priest is 
available. It is they who pre-
pare the young people for the 
Sacraments of Initiation, and 
paint the church when neces-
sary. The very fact of the chal-
lenges involved helps unite and 
strengthen their sense of own-
ership of the parish and of their 
identity as God’s people there. 
So, why can’t we do the same?

Yours etc.,
Pat Seaver

Farranshone, Co. Limerick

Parishes regard each 
other as ‘deadly rivals’

Dear Editor, After Mass last 
week I got to thinking about 
what produces gratitude and 
its different levels that we feel 
and experience. 

The more casual occa-
sions are frequent and easy to 
identify, like when you are in 
traffic and someone lets you 
in when you want to change 
lane or make a turn; or where 
someone providing a service 
goes beyond what is expected. 
We can feel a momentary 

appreciation and typically 
respond with thanksgiv-
ing, grateful for the courtesy 
shown. 

Where a situation is more 
critical, we tend to have a 
deeper gratitude, when some-
one saves your life with timely 
CPR during a heart attack or 
more so, when the assistance 
is sacrificial as when a relative 
donates a kidney to extend his 
loved one’s life. 

And yet, in the most crucial 

drama imaginable we tend 
to be quite aloof and unap-
preciative. When God created 
us and breathed life into 
our immortal souls, inviting 
us into fellowship with the 
Trinity and the offer of eternal 
bliss should we choose it you 
would think that would elicit 
gratitude.  

Maybe we are myopic and 
insensitive to these incred-
ible gifts or undervalue what 
is holy and eternal in favour 

of the material in the present 
moment. 

Perhaps for Lent we could 
begin to be grateful for what 
has been given by God, to 
thank him daily, to appreciate 
what we cannot see or is yet 
to be realised, as well as the 
many tangible gifts and bless-
ings we have already received. 

Yours etc.,  
Stephen Clark  

Malate, Manila, Philippines

Being grateful for God’s gifts this Lent 

Dear Editor,  The age when the leaders of ‘Christian’ charities 
receive a six-figure salary is over. The evidence for this is the 
growing number of parishes in Ireland who have sister parishes 
in low-income countries. Some of the parishes are Westport, 
Rathgar, Castleknock and Termonfechin. 

In 20 years time, every parish in Ireland will have a sister par-
ish in the developing world. 

Yours etc.,
Fr Andrew Kieron OSF

Merchant’s Quay, Dublin 8

Dear Editor, What a confused and confus-
ing article from John L. Allen Jr [The Irish 
Catholic – March 2, 2023].

To call President Biden “an old-school 
American Catholic liberal” and “working 
class” is to insult many ordinary Ameri-
cans who never lived easily under the 
abortion Regime so aggressively promoted 
by Biden, not to mention his other poli-
cies for the overthrow of a society based 
on marriage and the family.

Italian Prime Minister Georgia Meloni 
is, meanwhile, judged and executed by 
Mr Allen for having conceived a child out-
side wedlock, and he makes no mention 
of her defence of a society based on the 
protection of innocent life in the womb. 
He tells us that she is more a ‘secular con-
servative’ than the Christian she claims to 
be, and that her roots “aren’t in Catholic 
social activism”. Really? Nearer fascism, 
he thinks.

We are not to like the Polish President 
either, being a product of the country’s 
Law and Justice Party, whose support is in 

Time of six-figure salary 
charity leaders is over

Dear Editor, I refer to your Editor’s 
Comment [The Irish Catholic – Febru-
ary 23, 2023] and I am happy that you 
raised the question of why Pope Fran-
cis is spending so much time on the 
elimination of the Latin Mass when 
there are more pressing issues facing 
the Church today.

Archbishop Dermot Farrell of 
Dublin has started a programme of 
clustering parishes in the diocese as 
a result of a lack of vocations to the 
priesthood and the low attendance 
of parishioners attending Mass each 
Sunday, and this is understandable. 
But this programme will not bring 
back the people who have abandoned 
the Sunday Mass and something 
different should be attempted.

Before his retirement, Desmond 
Cardinal Connell indicated in 2001 
that he would call a synod of the 
Archdiocese of Dublin and a confer-
ence was arranged to discuss the issue 
which was held in the Grand Hotel in 
Malahide. Delegates from all the par-
ishes in the archdiocese attended. 

Unfortunately, the cardinal retired 
in 2003 and the idea of a synod was 
abandoned by his successor, Dr Diar-
muid Martin. I would suggest that the 
idea of a synod should be re-visited 
when the synod on synodality is 
completed in 2024. On this occasion, 
perhaps those faithful Catholics who 
attend the Traditional Latin Mass 
can be invited. As there was no open 
discussion at the parish meetings 

for the synod on synodality because 
of Traditionis custodes, it would be 
helpful if open discussion would be 
allowed on this occasion.

In Dublin City there is only one 
church where the Latin Mass is 
celebrated, St Kevin’s on Harrington 
Street, on the south side of the city, 
which is full every Sunday. It would 
be helpful if a northside inner city 
parish was assigned for the celebra-
tion of the Latin Mass and these 
Masses could be celebrated by priests 
of the Ecclesia Dei Institutes resident 
in Ireland.

Yours etc.,
Herbert F. Eyre

North Strand, Dublin 3 

More pressing issues in Ireland than Latin Mass

Dear Editor, The recent earthquake in Turkey and Syria was one 
of the greatest natural disasters of modern times. Over 50,000 
killed and millions displaced, hungry and homeless.

I assumed that this disaster would immediately result in a 
church collection at all Masses throughout the country.

I know that Trócaire do great humanitarian work. However 
I know that there are many people who think, “I must make 
a donation to that”, but never get around to it. A collection at 
Mass would give them an opportunity to do so.

When there was no notice of a collection, I wrote to our 
bishop. He advised that this was usually organised nationally 
and that if this was done we would join in. I also spoke to the 
parish priest who undertook to “Look into it”.

I feel that as the news of the disaster has receded in the 
media, the opportunity to raise millions for the relief has been 
lost. I am amazed and scandalised at the Church’s lack of charity.

Not very Christian?
Yours etc.,

Don Harte Barry
Model Farm Road, Co. Cork

Scandalised by Church’s 
‘lack of charity’

traditional areas. What’s wrong with that? 
That wouldn’t be the party that resisted 
the EU when it tried to impose abortion 
on Poland?

I see a pattern, Mr Allen Jr.
Yours etc.,

Gerald O’Carroll
Ballylongford, Co. Kerry

A confusing article 
on Biden and Meloni
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S t Patrick and Ireland 
are deeply connected. 
You can’t think of one 
without being reminded 

of the other. Although he wasn’t 
Irish, after he came to Ireland, 
the country would never be 
the same. Patrick, an arrogant 
young man who didn’t believe 
in God and wouldn’t care about 
others, became a man with a 
deep experience of God’s love 
and a great compassion towards 
everyone. Ireland, an illiterate 
country living in spiritual dark-
ness, would become the ‘Land 
of Saints and Scholars’ with a 
key role in the preservation of 
faith and culture during the 
Dark Ages.

That’s the kind of thing that 
love does! Any kind of true 
love (husband and wife, father 

and son, friends) brings forth 
the best in us and gives us 
something we would never get 
otherwise. Although Patrick’s 
first time in Ireland was awfully 
unpleasant, wasting his youth 
(from 15 to 21) as a slave, the 
experience of God’s love made 
him deal with that in such 
a wonderful way. Instead of 
gathering an army to take his 
revenge with violence, he came 
in peace, loving his enemies, 

bringing the light to those 
who had thrown him in the 
darkness, healing the hearts 
of those who had caused him 
harm, setting free those who 
had enslaved him.

Overcome
How did he manage to do that? 
How did he overcome the instinct 
of revenge we all have? We all 
hold hard feelings against people 
who caused us so much less 

trouble than the Irish had caused 
to the young Patrick. Surely, 
human nature puts us on the 
path of hate and revenge, but the 
Grace of God is stronger, and if we 
let him do his work, we will be 
deeply transformed. The secret of 
Patrick was quite simple: his role 
model was God, not his enemies. 
Therefore, he wouldn’t treat them 
the way they treated  him, but the 
way God had treated him, forgiv-
ing his unbelief, healing his heart 
and giving him the chance of a 
new life. Maybe we don’t realise 
it, but when we want to pay back 
what someone has done to us, 
we are putting this person as our 
role model, for we are reproduc-
ing their behaviour. Therefore, 
at the heart of Patrick’s feelings, 
thoughts, words and attitudes 
was the experience of being loved 

by God. And not as a reward he 
would have deserved, but as an 
experience of gratuity, of being 
loved without merit, out of pure 
unconditional love, like parents 
love their children before they 
have done anything to deserve it. 
Once he received this love from 
God, Patrick passed it on to the 
Irish, who had the same experi-
ence of being loved by some-
one whose love they had done 
nothing to earn. And what the 
Irish learned from St Patrick, they 
passed on, sending missionaries 
all over the world. It’s a pattern 
reproduced, in such a unique and 
beautiful way.

But, although Patrick has this 
deep connection with Ireland, he 
is not stranded here. His feastday 
is celebrated all over the world, 
not just in places like the USA, 

The Apostle to the Irish 
has influence far beyond 

these shores, writes Fr 
Emílio Bortolini Neto

Local and universal: 
the two sides of St Patrick
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Canada and Australia, who 
received many Irish imi-
grants, but even in countries 
where you don’t find Irish 
people, like Brazil. And this 
interest is not just in his 
feastday and green beer. One 
of the most important Patrici-
ologists ever is an Austrian 
scholar, named Ludwig Bieler 
(1906-1981) and, although I 
am not worthy to be placed 
beside him, I humbly put 
myself as another example 
of the universal appeal of St 
Patrick.

❛❛Patrick’s life, 
although deeply 
connected to 
Ireland, also has a 
universal appeal, 
for, somehow, we 
are familiar with 
the situations he 
went through”

I am a Brazilian priest, with 
Italian and Portuguese ances-
tors, and no connection to 
Ireland (at least in the last 40 
generations). When I was a 
seminarian, studying theology, 
back in 1994, I was asked to do 
an essay about any Mission-
ary saint, and I chose St Patrick 
just because he was the patron 
saint of the land of some of my 
favorite musicians: Van Mor-
rison, Hothouse Flowers, The 
Pogues, Rory Gallagher and, of 
course, U2. It was no big deal, 
a small work, but it ignited a 
spark that would become an 

eternal flame. I was totally 
amazed by his story! No won-
der the great French historian 
Daniel-Rops calls St Patrick’s 
work of evangelisation, “the 
Irish miracle” saying it is “one 
of the most glorious chapters 
in Church history”. My Masters 
in Spirituality in Rome (2009-
2011), gave me the opportunity 
to get a closer look to his writ-
ings, and, with the great help 
of Fr Billy Swan (who I first met 
at the airport, while we were 
waiting for our baggage), who 
was writing his Doctoral thesis 
on the same subject, I wrote my 
thesis on St Patrick’s spiritual-
ity. After I went back to Brazil, 
I turned my thesis into songs. I 
don’t know why, but, although 
I love storytelling, that was not 
the approach I took. I wrote 32 
songs (one for each county in 
Ireland), and most of them are 
in the first person, as if they 
were being sung by Patrick 
himself, expressing the feelings 
he had in the different situa-
tions he went through.

Universal appeal
These songs show how Pat-
rick’s life, although deeply 
connected to Ireland, also 
has a universal appeal, for, 
somehow, we are familiar 
with the situations he went 
through. We were never 
kidnapped and enslaved 
or dreamed of foreign peo-
ple asking us to go to their 
country but, yet, somehow, 
as Susanna Hoffs sings in 
the beautiful song Now and 
then: “looking in your eyes 
was like a mirror”. The young 

Patrick, left alone in the Irish 
green fields, embodies the feel-
ing of loneliness we all know, 
even if we may be surrounded 
by many people. His hope of 
fleeing from slavery and going 
back home is an image of the 
bad situations we refuse to 
accept and try to change. His 
indecision about coming back 
or not to the land of his captiv-
ity reflects our doubts, when 
we don’t know what to do, 
which route to take. His suffer-
ing with the betrayal of a friend 
and the kidnapping of the peo-
ple he had recently baptised 
mirrors the situations in which 
we feel the sharp knife of evil 
slicing through our heart. His 
gratitude towards God and the 
Irish people who accepted his 
message, expresses the feeling 
we have when we treasure the 
good things we received and 
recognise where they come 
from. So, if we look into the 
eyes of St Patrick we will see 
our own reflection, if we dive 
into his life we’ll get a better 
and deeper understanding of 
ours, for our life is a puzzle we 
are still working on, but his is 
finished, like the cover of the 
puzzle, where the figure is 
complete, and helps us to find 
the right place for each one of 
our pieces.

Love
I wrote comments on these 
songs and published a book 
called Apple of my eye. The 
title is an indication of the 
interpretive key not just to 
the life of this great saint, 
but to the whole human life: 

Love. Take love out, and 
nothing makes sense, put 
love in and all the parts of 
the puzzle start to fit. As 
the great Irish rock band 
Horslips sings: “the sun will 
shiver, the moon will crum-
ble and vanish from the sky, 
but the rocks remain, and 
love is the same, love will 
never die”. (Thanks, Barry!) 
That’s Patrick’s secret: Love! 
May his feast day makes us 
feel loved by God and share 
it with the whole mankind, 
far and near.

❛❛If we look into 
the eyes of Saint 
Patrick we will see 
our own reflection, 
if we dive into his life 
we’ll get a better and 
deeper understanding 
of ours”

You can listen to the 
songs in my YouTube chan-
nel, “Padre Emílio Bortolini 
Neto”, and the printed book 
is available in the Parishes 
of St Paul, Ayrfield and the 
Holy Trinity, Donaghmede 
(Dublin 13). 

Erin Go Bragh.

  Fr Emílio Bortolini Neto 
is a priest of the Diocese of 
União da Vitória – Paraná - 
Brazil

i

St Patrick, patron of Ireland, is depicted in a stained-glass 
window. Photo: CNS/ Gregory Shemitz

A young man dressed as St Patrick poses for pictures as Sydney Opera 
House is lit with green lights during St Patrick’s Day celebrations in central 

Sydney, Australia. Photo: CNS/ Daniel Munoz, Reuters 
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Rome, Open City (1945) 
is a film famous for a 
variety of reasons. It is 
credited with starting a 

whole new film movement called 
Italian Neo-realism; filmed in 
the streets of Rome at the end of 
WWII, it is also a rare historical 
document.

What will likely cement its 
exalted position in film history 
long-term, however, is the pathos 
of the drama at its centre. Directed 
by Roberto Rossellini, it tells the 
story of a diverse group of charac-
ters coping under the Nazi occupa-
tion, and centres on a Resistance 
fighter trying to escape the city 
with the help of a Catholic priest.

Italian Society
You get the full gamut of Italian 
society, from children to parents to 
grandparents. They are all involved 
in different ways in the struggle 
against the Nazis. An old lady helps 
the hero, leader of the Resistance 
Giorgio Manfredi, to escape the 
clutches of the Germans; young 
boys plant small bombs to cause 
what minor disturbances they 
can; a priest, Don Pietro, assists the 
underground by relaying messages.

Don Pietro becomes an increas-
ingly significant figure over the 
course of the film, which is broken 
into two parts. He was based on a 
real priest Giuseppe Morosini, who 
worked against the Nazis during 
the war. For his troubles, he was 
captured, imprisoned, tortured and 
executed, despite Vatican efforts to 
free him. 

Rossellini initially intended 
to shoot a documentary about 

Ruadhán Jones

Faith in film

Testifying to the brotherhood of man during war

Fr Morosini. Instead he brought 
together a team of young writers 
– including future director Feder-
ico Fellini – to script what would 
become Rome, Open City.

❛❛The film explores this 
sentiment, which inspired 
one of Pope Francis’ 
encyclicals Fratelli 
Tutti, and some of its 
implications are hard for 
the local people to accept” 

But Fr Morosini’s life clearly left 
its mark on the filmmakers. His 
onscreen counterpart, Don Pietro, 
is present at the key moments of 
the film. He gives his blessing on 
the actions of those resisting the 
invaders, marries them, gives them 
last rites. 

However, in addition to, as it 
were sanctifying their actions, 
Don Pietro witnesses to the broth-

erhood of man at a time of division 
and war. The film explores this sen-
timent, which inspired one of Pope 
Francis’ encyclicals Fratelli Tutti, 
and some of its implications are 
hard for the local people to accept. 
For instance, when one woman 
worries that Christ doesn’t see the 
suffering of his people, Don Pietro 
responds kindly but firmly.

Doesn’t Christ see us?
He says: “So many people ask me 
that: ‘Doesn’t Christ see us?’ But 
are we sure we haven’t deserved 
this scourge? Are we sure we’ve 
always lived according to the Lord’s 
laws? People never think of chang-
ing their ways, but when the piper 
must be paid, they despair and ask, 
‘Doesn’t the Lord see us? Doesn’t 
he take pity on us?’ Yes, he does, 
but we have so much to be forgiven 
for, and for that we must pray and 
forgive many things.” 

These may seem curious words 
with which to console a distressed 

woman during war. Why should 
she be concerned with her own 
sins while all around her peo-
ple are being violently crushed? 
Because even those who perpe-
trate violence are brothers and sis-
ters. It is a hard message to preach 
to those suffering terribly at the 
hands of others, but how else do 
you avoid the hardening of heart 
Christ warns against?

Even a German soldier may 
have a moral awakening of a kind, 
as we see in the case of a Nazi 
officer overseeing a firing squad 
who becomes disillusioned at the 
claims of a master race.

Momentum
As well as having a strong moral 
chore, Rome, Open City builds 
momentum quickly and there’s 
a natural dynamism to the plot 
which carries you along. Of course, 
it’s a set-up with great dramatic 
potential – resistance fighters dur-
ing WWII, goodies versus the ulti-

Who else could feature as the saint of 
the week but our very own patron 
saint, St Patrick? Fortunately, we 
know a good deal about this arche-

typal holy man as he wrote two accounts that 
we have access to today – quite unique for that 
region at that time, as texts are scarcer than his-
torians would like! They are his famous Confes-
sio and his Letter to Coroticus. 

Born in then-Roman Britain towards the end 
of the 4th Century to what is believed to have 
been a fairly wealthy, Christian family, at about 
the age of 15 or 16 he was kidnapped by pirates 
who, as would say in our modern language, traf-
ficked him to Ireland and sold him into slavery.

In Ireland he seems to have encountered 
God in a powerful way – a meeting that would 
alter the course of his life and what he would be 
remembered for. 

Confessio
As he writes in his Confessio, “After I arrived in 
Ireland, I tended sheep every day, and I prayed 
frequently during the day. More and more the 
love of God increased, and my sense of awe 

before God. Faith grew, and my spirit was moved, 
so that in one day I would pray up to one hundred 
times, and at night perhaps the same. 

“I even remained in the woods and on the 
mountain, and I would rise to pray before dawn 
in snow and ice and rain. I never felt the worse 
for it, and I never felt lazy – as I realise now, the 
spirit was burning in me at that time.”

A vision
After years of slavery and service, Patrick had 
a vision which prompted him to up and leave, 
fleeing across Ireland to the east coast where he 
convinced the crew of a shop to carry him back 
to Britain, to his family. He wasn’t long for this 
old, familiar world, though, as he once again had 
another vision which compelled him to return 
across the Irish sea.

“It was while I was there [Britain] that I saw, 
in a vision in the night, a man whose name was 
Victoricus coming as it were from Ireland with so 
many letters they could not be counted. He gave 
me one of these, and I read the beginning of the 
letter, the voice of the Irish people. While I was 
reading out the beginning of the letter, I thought 

St Patrick: The world-famous Apostle of Ireland

By Jason Osborne

I heard at that moment the voice of those who 
were beside the wood of Voclut, near the western 
sea. They called out as it were with one voice: 
‘We beg you, holy boy, to come and walk again 
among us’.”

Studies
He is believed to have travelled to Europe to 
deepen his studies and receive priestly training. 
Historians disagree on whether he was – or if it 
was someone else who has been mixed up with 
Patrick – ordained a bishop, but regardless, the 
Patrick of concern returned to Ireland to do the 
many things for which he has become known as 
the ‘Apostle of Ireland’, such as baptising thou-
sands and ordaining new clerics who went on 
to establish and lead their own Christian com-
munities.

Buried in Downpatrick, Co. Down, St Patrick 
remains to this day one of the pillars by which 
the Church in Ireland is identifiable. We celebrate 
him March 17.

Saint 
of the 

week

St Patrick is depicted 
in a stained-glass 

window. Photo: CNS/
Gregory Shemitz

mate baddies. 
The pathos of what you see on 

screen is only increased when you 
know a little background of Rome, 
Open City’s production because 
that in itself is a story worth tell-
ing. Filming began mere months 
after Rome was abandoned by the 
Germans. You might think that is 
where the title comes from. But no, 
Rome became an ‘open city’ when 
the Italian government abandoned 
all defensive efforts in 1943. It was 
open, then, but not free.

❛❛Besides Fabrizi, 
who plays Don Pietro 
and Anna Magnani, 
all the actors are non-
professionals. Locals to 
the city or, as is claimed, 
German POWs, are used 
to convey an extra layer 
of realism”

Much of the style, acting and 
mise en scene are a direct result 
of the limitations placed on the 
production by the war. Rossellini 
couldn’t source enough film and 
so had to use different stock and 
inadequate processing. This adds 
a documentary, or ‘found-footage’, 
feel to it, much in the way an old 
and decrepit piece of parchment 
turns up to testify to an event’s 
reality or history. 

Then, of course, the film 
received minimal funding and 
couldn’t employ actors. So, besides 
Fabrizi, who plays Don Pietro and 
Anna Magnani, all the actors are 
non-professionals. Locals to the 
city or, as is claimed, German 
POWs, are used to convey an extra 
layer of realism. 

Although it has significance as 
a historical document, the film 
doesn’t deserve to be left to his-
tory; it is still to this day a powerful 
thing and a film which I’d encour-
age you to go and watch. 

Aldo Fabrizi stars as Don 
Pietro in Rome, Open City
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Is God truly present 
in a Church dealing 
with so much sin?

Jason Osborne

Walking with faith and doubt

Back when my husband and 
I taught a two-year con-
firmation prep program 
at our parish, many of the 

students in our class were attending 
because they had to be there. They 
did the work, asked good questions, 
trudging through the weekly even-
ing sessions, but faith formation was 
just one more requirement on their 
very long to-do lists. One student, 
however, was unhappy to the point 
of being outwardly angry and bel-
ligerent.

Although this student had 
attended almost all of our classes 
over that two-year period, as con-
firmation weekend approached, we 
received an email stating that she had 
decided she did not want to be con-
firmed. I imagined how challenging 
that decision was for her parents, and 
I emailed a hopeful reply.

I assured them that their student’s 
decision not to be confirmed proved 
to me that she was taking this Sac-
rament more seriously than many 
of her classmates. Most were going 
through the motions to please their 
parents, but this student was think-
ing deeply.

True seeker
She would not agree to something 
in which she did not fully believe. I 
saw her doubt as the mark of a true 
seeker, someone who wants more 
than simply checking off a box on 
the faith journey. I was not surprised 
to learn that a year or two later she 
was confirmed on her own terms.

Doubt is part of any faith life, or 

Mary 
DeTurris Poust

?
Questions 
of Faith 

at least it should be. A faith life with 
no questions at all feels rather small, 
as though we’re too afraid to look in 
the dark corners for fear of what we 
might find. But it’s precisely in the dif-
ficult questions and nagging doubts 
that we often discover an unexpected 
opening to even deeper faith.

“We do not need to be afraid of 
questions and doubts because they 
are the beginning of a path of knowl-
edge and going deeper; one who does 
not ask questions cannot progress 
either in knowledge or in faith,” Pope 
Francis said at a general audience in 
2016.

❛❛Our challenge is to 
remain present, non-
judgmental and open 
in the face of hard 
questions – our own and 
those of others. And to 
continue to do so even 
in the face of doubt or 
outright disbelief”

A few years prior, in a 2013 inter-
view published in America magazine, 
Pope Francis had said something even 
more dramatic on this topic:

“In this quest to seek and find God 
in all things there is still an area of 
uncertainty. There must be. If a person 
says that he met God with total cer-
tainty and is not touched by a margin 
of uncertainty, then this is not good. 
For me, this is an important key. If one 
has the answers to all the questions – 
that is the proof that God is not with 
him.”

What does that mean for those 
of us who are walking the path 
of faith and trying to lead others to do 
the same? Should we throw our hands 
in the air and give up?

No, just the opposite. Our challenge 
is to remain present, non-judgmental 
and open in the face of hard questions 
– our own and those of others. And to 
continue to do so even in the face of 
doubt or outright disbelief.

It’s not likely that anything we 

One of the things that 
most hinders the 
Church in its mis-
sion and makes peo-

ple reluctant to interact with 
it is the real presence of sin in 
those who profess to be Catholic. 
Every person walking the earth 
is a sinner, but those who claim 
to be adhering to the heights 
of goodness, truth and beauty 
– Catholics – have often been 
found to have been engaging 
in the worst evils and dragging 
others down with them as well.

The ongoing revelations 
of abuse emerging from the 
Churches around the world are 
the primary example of this, 
but certainly not the only one. I 
personally don’t buy the defen-
sive stance that many Catholics 
adopt when arguing with those 
who bring up the abuse crisis. 
These affronted Catholics argue 
that the Church’s “enemies” 
bring up the Church’s fail-
ings constantly, while ignoring 
abuses carried out in different 
sectors and institutions.

A higher standard
Even if that was the case, why 
does it matter? The Church makes 
the claim to be God’s home in the 
world, and its members followers 
of God himself – not a claim busi-
nesses or public schooling systems 
make. Quite rightly, the Church is 
recognised as being called to a 
higher standard, and it’s fair to 
hold the failures of members of 
the Faithful against that.

❛❛Our unfaithfulness 
does nothing to deter 
God from his aim. He 
is faithful, even when 
we are not”

St Paul says in his letter to the 
Ephesians, “for once you were 
darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord; walk as children of 
light” (Ephesians 5:8). It’s not 
unreasonable, then, to expect 
better behaviour from those who 
claim to hold Jesus near and dear. 
How is one to face up to the fact, 
then, that we’re so often apolo-
gising for our sins and their ill 
effects? Is God truly present 

amid such people?
He is, and the symbol of our 

religion is the timeless proof of 
that fact: an innocent man tor-
tured to death on a cross before 
a baying mob. Those who Christ 
came to lead out of the darkness 
of sin into the light of new life 
rejected and killed him, just as 
every one of us does by our many, 
many infidelities. However, our 
unfaithfulness does nothing to 
deter God from his aim. He is 
faithful, even when we are not.

The darkness
Even in the midst of the darkness, 
the evil, both casual and pro-
found, that many members of the 
Church grapple with and succumb 
to every day, Christ continues to 
work his healing hands upon the 
world through those who choose 
to cast their eyes to him instead. 
While evil is loud and obnoxious, 
love is often silent and unobtru-
sive, with many of the Faithful’s 
good works going unreported day 
in, day out.

Famous author George Eliot, 
writes in Middlemarch, “for the 
growing good of the world is 
partly dependent on unhistoric 
acts; and that things are not so ill 
with you and me as they might 
have been, is half owing to the 
number who lived faithfully a 
hidden life, and rest in unvisited 
tombs”.

This is to make no excuse for 
the horrendous evils carried out 
by some who’ve claimed to fol-
low Christ, but it is to say that 
that isn’t the full picture. The sac-
raments and fellowship that the 
Church offers continue to work 
their “magic” upon many in the 
world, and this often doesn’t gen-
erate the headlines that the fail-
ures do.

Doctors, nurses, missionaries, 
charity workers, teachers, writ-
ers and more from every walk of 
life have followed Christ in their 
humble, unrecognised ways, and 
while those lives are unlikely to 
be without stains of their own, 
the beauty of a relationship with 
Christ is that those blemishes can 
be overcome by repentance and 
steadfast love.

In the end, that steadfast love 
will overcome the Church, and 
the world.

say – especially if it’s tinged with 
anger, fear or self-righteousness – is 
going to turn someone from doubt 
to certainty. The key is compassion, 
understanding and simply listening 
without trying to tie everything up 
with a nice, neat spiritual bow.

Faith struggles
Yes, we can share what helps us 
through our own faith struggles and 
carries us forward, but trying to turn 
someone from doubt to certainty isn’t 
the goal. The goal is helping someone 
find abiding trust in God’s mercy, ten-
derness and unconditional love.

Mother Teresa, the beloved saint 
whose life work served as a model 
of faith, suffered deep darkness and 
doubt throughout her life. Does that 
mean she loved God less than we 
imagined? No, it means she suffered 
more. But she remained steadfast, 
trusting that all would be well in the 
end.

As far back as 1957, she confided 
to her spiritual director:

“Where I try to raise my thoughts 
to heaven, there is such convicting 
emptiness that those very thoughts 
return like sharp knives and hurt my 
very soul. Love – the word – it brings 
nothing. I am told God lives in me – 
and yet the reality of darkness and 
coldness and emptiness is so great 
that nothing touches my soul.”

We may read those words and 
wonder what hope there is for us 
if someone as holy and devoted as 
Mother Teresa could feel so lost 
and alone. But there is always hope; 
there was for Mother Teresa, for the 
student in my faith formation class 
and for every one of us. Doubt can 
be sustained in a life of faith; it is 
only when we lose hope that things 
become more troubling.

So, what do we do? We go to God 
with our doubts. Talk to God. Yell 
at God, if that’s what it takes. Tell 
God exactly what we’re feeling and 
thinking. Rather than shy away from 
doubts, we can dive in headfirst and 
let God open our heart and eyes to 
the answers we seek, which are often 
right in front of us.
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way out of a suicidal depression. 
Moreover, suicidal depression is 
not something that any of us, as 
outsiders, really understand.

Second, the depression is hor-
rible, the ultimate nightmare. Note 
how William Styron describes his 
own depression in his memoir, 
Darkness Visible, “I experienced a 
curious inner convulsion that I can 
only describe as despair beyond 
despair. It came out of the cold 
night; I did not think such anguish 
possible”. Then, the suffering is 
compounded by the fact that part 
of the anatomy of the disease 
(most times) is that the person 
undergoing it finds it impossible 
to articulate what the pain exactly 
consists of. Hence, they are alone 
inside it, unanimity-minus-one, 
and with that aloneness comes 
the overpowering feeling that 
one is doing a favour to family 
and friends by removing oneself 

through suicide.
Moreover, in the face of suicidal 

depression, medicine and psy-
chiatry can be helpful but they are 
limited in effectively treating this 
kind of depression.

What should we do when we 
are dealing with someone who is 
undergoing this kind of paralysing 
depression? In trying to answer 
that, it can be helpful to start with 
the via negativa - what shouldn’t 
we do?

Misguided
Brooks shares some of his sincere, 
but ultimately misguided, efforts 
to reach his friend. For example, he 
reminded Peter of all the wonder-
ful blessings he enjoyed and how 
blessed his life was. Later he real-
ised that “this might make sufferers 
feel even worse about themselves 
for not being able to enjoy all the 
things that are palpably enjoyable”. 

New York Times column-
ist David Brooks recently 
wrote an article about a 
lifelong friend who died 

by suicide. In describing his friend 
and his descent into a suicidal ill-
ness, Brooks sheds some needed 
light on how we still have a long 
ways to go in our understand-
ing of suicide. (New York Times, 
February 9, 2023)

His friend, Peter, seemed a 
most unlikely candidate to die 
by suicide. He had a wonderful 
marriage, two loving sons, a warm 
circle of friends, and a fulfilling 
career as a doctor within which 
he took a lot of satisfaction in 
helping others. He was also physi-
cally healthy, active and athletic. 
Yet, at some point, he began to 
sink into a crushing depression 
before which all the love in the 
world stood helpless. Eventually, 
he took his own life.

What Brooks highlights in 
documenting his friend’s journey 
should be required reading for 
everyone. What does he high-
light?

Required reading
First, that in most cases, suicide is 
an illness. People don’t choose to 
sink into this kind of depression 
any more than people choose to 
have cancer, diabetes or a heart 
condition. They are hit with an 
illness, and they cannot will 
themselves out of it any more than 
someone with a major physical 
illness can cure himself or herself 
through simple willpower and 
attitude. You don’t just will your 

As well, we should not ask the 
person if he is thinking of hurting 
himself. The person is already hurt-
ing so badly that everything inside 
of him wants only to stop the pain, 
and suicide is perceived as the only 
means of doing that.

Experts 
What should we do? Brooks is 
clear: “The experts say if you 
know someone who is depressed, 
it’s OK to ask explicitly about sui-
cide. The experts emphasise that 
you’re not going to be putting the 
thought into the person’s head. 
Very often, it’s already on her or 
his mind. And if it is, the person 
should be getting professional 
help”. Experts also agree that 
we should take the risk and ask 
the person openly if he or she is 
thinking of suicide. If the person 
isn’t thinking about suicide, he or 
she will forgive you for asking; 
but if he or she is thinking of sui-
cide and you are too timid to ask, 
your timidity might stand in the 
way of saving that person’s life. 

Brooks points out that despite 
all the work that has been done 
in medicine and psychology in 
recent years, suicide rates today 

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

❛❛Suicide rates today are 30% 
higher than they were even 20 
years ago and one in five American 
adults experiences mental illness”

Losing a loved one to suicide

are 30% higher than they were 
even 20 years ago and one in five 
American adults experiences 
mental illness.

❛❛Each of these 
deaths also left behind 
a tragic sadness 
that was massively 
compounded by our 
lack of understanding 
of what really caused 
this person’s death”

My own life has been much 
affected by suicide, the suicide of 
relatives, friends, neighbours, col-
leagues, classmates, former stu-
dents, and trusted mentors. In my 
experience, in every one of these 
deaths, the person who died was 
a good, honest, gentle, sensitive, 
and over-sensitive soul who, at 
a point in his or her life, was too 
bruised, too full of pain, and too 
overpowered by illness to con-
tinue to live. Each of these deaths 
also left behind a tragic sadness 
that was massively compounded 
by our lack of understanding of 
what really caused this person’s 
death.

In his assessment of his 
friend’s suicide, Brooks says that 
in the end “the beast was bigger 
than Pete; it was bigger than us”. 
It still is. Simply put, we are still 
a long way from understanding 
mental health and its fragility.

The Irish Catholic, March 16, 2023
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Children of the light
Last Sunday we had 

the story of Jesus 
sitting with the 
woman at the well, 

offering her the living 
water of friendship and 
mercy. It is a story about 
the grace of Baptism. Today 
we have a second bap-
tismal story from John’s 
Gospel, the miracle of sight 
for the blind. In the early 
centuries of the Church a 
favourite name for Bap-
tism was Illumination or 
Enlightenment. Lent is 
a preparation for Easter 
when we renew our baptis-
mal promises, renouncing 
the ways of darkness while 
holding a candle lit from 
the Paschal Candle repre-
senting the risen Lord.

The lark ascending
In Christian art the evange-
list John is usually shown 
as an eagle, regarded as the 
only creature that can look 
directly into the light of the 
sun without damaging its 
eyes. More than the other 
evangelists, John gazes into 
the blinding light of the 
beatific vision, now filtered 
through the humanity of 
Jesus, Son of God. “No one 
has ever seen God; it is the 
only Son, who is close to 
the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known” (John 
1:18).

❛❛The surest 
way of knowing 
what God is like 
is constant study 
of the human 
life of Jesus, 
the Word made 
flesh. God has 
spoken to us in 
a human life, a 
language we can 
understand”

I like to think of John 
as a skylark. This bird is 
a mimic who picks up 
a sound and composes 
a song with it, not fly-
ing from place to place, 
but ascending skywards. 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 
left a fascinating musical 
composition called The 
Lark Ascending. John is 
the writer who starts 
with something ordi-
nary like bread or water 
and ascends gradually to 
divine bread come down 
from heaven (John 6: 58), 
or “the spring of water 
within, welling up for eter-
nal life” (John 4: 14).

Pondering on today’s 

Gospel, reflect on the 
ascending titles given to 
Jesus … man, prophet and 
Lord. First, he is referred 
to as “the man called 
Jesus”. The surest way of 
knowing what God is like 
is constant study of the 
human life of Jesus, the 
Word made flesh. God has 
spoken to us in a human 
life, a language we can 
understand. What did he 
say, how did he feel, what 
were his ideals, how did he 
respond to situations?

The lark ascends as 
Jesus is recognised as a 
prophet, one who reveals 
the presence of God.

The song goes higher 
again when the man who 
was blind from birth says 
to Jesus, “Lord, I believe,” 
and worshipped him. 

The Church is the 
light of Christ
Jesus is the light of the 
world and his Church 
is called to be Lumen 
Christi, the Light of Christ. 
In today’s Second Reading, 
St Paul tells the Ephesians, 
“You were darkness once, 
but now you are light in 
the Lord; be like children of 
light, for the effects of the 
light are seen in complete 
goodness, and right living 
and truth” (Eph 5:8).

Complete 
goodness
Jesus had an extraordinary 
ability to see goodness 
and beauty in the most 
unlikely people … in a 
hot-tempered fisherman, a 
compromised tax- collec-
tor, James and John known 
as the Sons of Thunder, 
Simon a zealous national-
ist, and some notorious 
sinners. One of his eight 
beatitudes reads, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart for 
they shall see God”. True 
followers of the light of 
Christ can see other people 
as God’s creation, recipi-
ents of God’s mercy. By 
contrast, those who are 
spiritually sick view other 
people with the jaundiced 
eye. And everything looks 
yellow to the jaundiced 
eye. When our prejudices 
are strong, we use our 
eyes more as a murky 
inlet than as windows 
of goodness. The famous 
lines of Frederick Lang-
bridge express the contrast 
between light and dark-

ness:
“Two men look out through 
the same bars:

One sees mud, the other 
the stars.”

Right Living
The unenlightened mind 
operates in a very selfish 
way. Self-interest is the 
primary motivating source. 
But the mind enlightened 
by faith operates with 
Christ’s vision. It is moti-
vated by charity and strives 
for justice.

Truth
Pilate, in a tone of sarcasm, 
asked Jesus, “What is 
truth?” Truth is unknown 
to the powers of dark-
ness. Nowadays many 
elections are won by con-
cealing lies under cloaks of 
attractive slogans. Killing a 
child in the womb is cam-
ouflaged as compassion. 
Paul continues his advice 
to the Ephesians: “Try to 
discover what the Lord 
wants of you, having noth-
ing to do with the futile 
works of darkness but 
exposing them by contrast. 
The things that are done 
in secret are things that 
people are ashamed even 
to speak of; but anything 
exposed by light will be 

illuminated and anything 
illuminated turns into 
light. That is why it is said: 
Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.”

❛❛At Easter we 
publicly state that 
we renounce the 
works of darkness 
and commit 
ourselves to the 
light of Christ”

Lent is a preparation 
for Easter. It is a season to 
challenge our mediocrity, 
to wake us up from our 
slumber so that we will 
rise with Christ. At Easter 
we publicly state that we 
renounce the works of 
darkness and commit our-
selves to the light of Christ.

“I am the light of the 
world, says the Lord,

Anyone who follows me 
will have the light of life”.

Let us pray with catechumens 
preparing for Baptism
Father of mercy, you led the man born blind to the king-
dom of light through the gift of faith in your Son. Free us 
from the false values that might surround and blind us. Set 
us firmly in your truth, children of the light forever. Stir 
up our desire for what is good. Let us rejoice in your light, 
that we may see, and like the man born blind whose sight 
was restored, let us be fearless witnesses to the Faith, for 
you are Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

Christ healing the blind man, Carl Bloch, via Wikimedia Commons
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

SONGS OF PRAISE 
BBC ONE SUNDAY MARCH 19, 1.15PM 
To celebrate Mother’s Day, Claire McCollum is in Derry to 
meet remarkable women, including the family of Sr Clare 
Crockett, inspiring the next generation through their faith 
and devotion.

IN THE NAME OF THE SON 
RTÉ ONE THURSDAY MARCH 23, 10.15PM 
The powerful story of Mags Riordan, a Dingle woman who, 
having lost three children in separate tragic circumstances, was 
inspired to set up a clinic in Malawi, saving thousands of lives.

LOCKED AWAY: OUR AUTISM SCANDAL – DISPATCHES 
CHANNEL 4 FRIDAY MARCH 24, 7.30PM 
In this personal and revealing film by award-winning autistic 
filmmaker Richard Butchins, for the first time autistic patients 
trapped within mental health units tell their stories in their 
own words.

PICK OF THE WEEKfrom an event in the University 
of Limerick because of some 
moderate and nuanced tweets 
on that thorny issue, the sup-
portive responses were thin on 
the ground. I hope she wears 
her ‘cancellation’ as a badge of 
honour.

Immigration
The Lineker controversy 
was referenced on Sunday 
Morning Live (BBC One) 
but, wisely, it was only as 
a starting point to a discus-
sion on the more important 
and substantive issue of 
immigration, in particular 
the problem of what to do 
about immigrants arriving 
by small boats across the 
English Channel. So many 
such discussions proceed on 
the assumption by contribu-
tors that ‘the other side’ is 
not acting in good faith. The 
discussion did get a bit frac-
tious this time, though one 
could detect a common set 
of values, though with dif-
ferent practical strategies. 
The debates on this show 
usually take the format of 
two v. two, a kind of built-
in polarisation, but for the 
most part I welcome it as all 
sides of current controver-
sies tend to get a look in - an 
example of the BBC’s efforts 
at impartiality.

On Sophie Ridge on 
Sunday (Sky News) the 
host interviewed former 
footballer John Barnes who 
supported Mr Lineker. He 

Mary Kenny pictured at the launch of her book The Way 
We Were on Catholic Ireland in Dublin.

senter wasn’t sympathetic to 
the BBC bosses, quoting BBC 
guidelines on impartiality 
that, interpreted in a certain 
way, could be taken to suggest 
that Mr Lineker was quite free 
to say what he did.

Trivial as it might seem, it 
did raise interesting issues in 
relation to media neutrality. He 
was suspended from his show 
due to alleged contravening 
of BBC impartiality policies. I 
could understand it better if he 
had been on a news and current 
affairs show, or had expressed 

his political opinions on air. 
Now he has become a martyr 
for free speech and a slew of 
broadcasters refused to take 
part in the show, and in other 
sports shows last weekend. 
Funny enough, it seems to me 
that those expressing outrage 
on behalf of free speech in this 
case, remain remarkably silent 
when free speech is denied, for 
example, to those questioning 
trans ideology and activism. 
When my fellow columnist 
with The Irish Catholic Mary 
Kenny was recently disinvited 

saw an inconsistency in the 
BBC’s approach – allowing 
sports presenters to criticise 
other countries, for example, 
Qatar during the World Cup, 
but not allowing criticism of 
government policies at home.

Iraq wars
In other controversies, on Hugo 
Rifkind (Times Radio, Satur-
day) the presenter had a fasci-
nating interview with Ghaith 
Abdul-Ahad, author of A Stran-
ger in Your Own City: Travels in 
the Middle East’s Long War. He 
was an Iraqi journalist and had 
a distinctive perspective on the 
various Iraq wars. He thought 
the allies that invaded, espe-
cially the Americans, brought a 
simplistic and sectarian narra-
tive to bear – basically seeing 
the country divided into Sunni 

What’s that I was 
hearing about 
Macho of the 
Day? Oh wait, it 

was about Match of the Day on 
BBC One, and the odd contro-
versy (provisionally resolved 
by Monday) about who should 
present it.

On Times Radio Breakfast 
last Saturday morning Hugo 
Rifkind, on board to plug his 
own show for later that morn-
ing, called it the “stupidest 
story in the world”. Tongue-
in-cheek hyperbole no doubt, 
but I thought it didn’t deserve 
the relative prominence the 
Nine News (RTÉ One, Friday) 
gave it – leading off the second 
half of the programme. The 
controversy swirled around 
Gary Lineker, presenter of that 
soccer show, and his tweets 
on British government policy 
on immigration, tweets that 
somewhat likened that policy, 
or at least the language used 
around it, to Nazi Germany - 
always a dangerous analogy.

Double standards
On that Times Radio show 
presenter Calum Macdonald 
gave a thorough questioning 
to Labour Party MP, Stephen 
Morgan trying to tease out 
whether double standards 
were at play – for example, 
would he have been as sup-
portive of Mr Lineker if he had 
expressed support for govern-
ment policy?

On The Anton Savage Show 
(Newstalk, Saturday) the pre-

Mixed reaction to when people are ‘cancelled’

and Shia Muslims – the former 
being the ‘bad guys’, because 
Saddam Hussein was Sunni. It 
was more complex than that, 
he said. In fact, growing up, 
he didn’t know which religion 
his friends and acquaintances 
were. When asked by people if 
he preferred the rule of Saddam 
to the present government, he 
said for Iraqis it wasn’t just a 
choice between dictatorship 
and a corrupt regime, which is 
how he characterised the cur-
rent government.

Mr Rifkind described his 
book, with these fresh insights, 
as a “sad” account of the wars, 
rather than one that concen-
trated on the destruction. 
Sounds like a good read.

Music Pat O’Kelly

the pseudonym of Picander, 
remains intact. Picander also 
supplied most of the inter-
spersed non-biblical sections 
of the Sts John and Matthew 
Passions as well as texts for 
several of Bach’s cantatas.

Bach Passion
Another, but possibly spuri-
ous, Bach Passion – that of St 
Luke – has not survived and 
there was an earlier St Mat-
thew version which the com-
poser expanded for his more 
elaborate setting completed 
in 1727 and first performed in 
St Thomas’ Church in Leipzig 
on Good Friday, April 11 that 
year.

Taking place during Ves-
pers, the performance was 
preceded by a hymn, had a 

sermon in the middle and was 
followed by a motet, a collec-
tion, benediction and a final 
hymn. As Bach’s music alone 
takes about three hours this 
was obviously not an occasion 
for the faint-hearted.

Following his death in 
1750 Bach’s St Matthew Pas-
sion was more or less forgot-
ten and not heard again until 
the 1820s when Berlin-born 
Carl Friedrich Zelter (1758-
1832), composer and director 
of the Singakademie in the 
city, unearthed it and then 
rehearsing and performing it 
in private.

Felix Mendelssohn and 
his sister Fanny were among 
Zelter’s choristers and this 
led to Felix directing a pub-
lic performance in Berlin 

A Bach revival on Holy Week
The approach of Holy Week 
turns our attention to music 
appropriate to the season 
and especially to Johann 
Sebastian Bach and his Pas-
sions.

While it may be thought 
Bach had only composed two 
settings of the sacred texts 
– those from the gospels of 
Sts John and Matthew – it is 
most likely that he wrote a 
total of five Passions between 
1722, when he was still in 
Cöthen, and 1731 when he 
was well established in Leip-
zig as music director of the 
city’s two main churches of 
Sts Thomas and Nicholas, 
the smaller St Peter’s and the 
Neukirche or new church.

Besides the Sts John and 
Matthew Passions, it is 

Statue of Johann Sebastian 
Bach in the courtyard of St 
Thomas Church in Leipzig, 
Germany.

on March 11, 1829 with the 
actor/playwright/baritone 
Eduard Devrient (1801-1877) 
taking the part of Jesus. Men-
delssohn is reported to have 
said afterwards: “Well, it 
takes a clown (Devrient) and 
a Jew (himself) to reintroduce 
the greatest Christian music 
to the people.”

Bach revival
The Bach revival had begun 
in earnest.

Thanks to conductor Peter 
Whelan, the Irish Baroque 
Orchestra and choral group 
Sestina, the St Matthew Pas-
sion will be performed in 
St Canice’s Cathedral, Kilk-
enny on Thursday March 
24, Christ Church Cathedral, 
Dublin on Friday March 25 

almost certain Bach com-
posed another, according to 
St Mark, in 1731.While the 
score has been lost its libretto 
by poet and postal official 
Christian Friedrich Henrici 
(1700-1764), written under 

and Galway Cathedral on 
Saturday March 26. The 
all-important role of the 
Evangelist is being taken 
by English tenor James Way 
with the other soloists com-
ing forward from among 
Sestina’s ranks.

Bach’s St John Passion is 
scheduled for the National 
Concert Hall on Good Friday 
afternoon April 7 with the 
National Symphony Orches-
tra and Chorus directed by 
David Hill. David Gilchrist 
is the Evangelist with Bern-
hard Sansky as Christus and 
also undertaking the bass 
arias. Soprano Aoife Mis-
kelly, countertenor James 
Hall, tenor Dean Power and 
bass baritone Rory Dunne 
are also involved.
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BookReviews Peter Costello

Lights for the Path
by John Sullivan
(Veritas, €24.99/£22.20) 
John Sullivan was formerly 
Professor of Christian Edu-
cation at Liverpool Hope 
University, of which he is 
now an emeritus professor. 
Hope University is a unique 
institution, formed out of 
three Victorian teachers’ 
training colleges in an ecu-
menical union which now 
prospers as a developing 
third level institution. 

This book, a product of 
his teaching in that special 
environment, is an assem-
bly of short biographies of a 
distinctive group of people, 
who have given others a 
guiding light by the nature 
of their own lives and 
thoughts. St Patrick, too, 
has often been seen as a 
guiding light, but in a way 
we know too little about 
him for him to be truly 
effective. These individuals 
are different. 

These personalities are 
all so well known that every 
detail of their lives can be 
found inspiring. The author 
says he intends Lights for 
the Path, to introduce “a 
range of hidden treasures 
from the Catholic tradition 
of men and women who, 
across the centuries and 
in diverse contexts, have 
illuminated how Christians 
can read and respond to the 
world”. 

I was struck at once just 
looking at the contents 
list by the very striking 
arrangement. The book 
is in two parts. The first, 
“Christ and Creation”, deals 
with three philosophers: 
Maximus the Confessor, 
Hildegard of Bingen and 
Bonaventure. 

Dealing
This selection alone reveals 
we are dealing with a 
very different approach 
from usual. The second 
part of Lights for the Path 
deals with “Interiority and 
Engagement”. Here there 
stands out at once the 
essays on Marshall McLu-
han and Walter Ong treated 
together, and a chapter on 
the English poet Elizabeth 
Jennings, who has been 
seen as the most distin-
guished Catholic poet of the 
late 20th Century. 

I have been thinking of 
McLuhan over recent years, 

but as yet had not found 
a way to approach him in 
context, for he seems now 
despite his extraordinary 
global influence back in 
the 1960s to be a neglected 
figure. He is linked by Sul-
livan with the even more 
interesting person of Walter 
Ong. 

Insights
These essays open up ideas 
and insights that are truly 
renewing. The others in this 
part are Edith Stein, Paulo 
Freire and Etienne Gilson. 
Sullivan intends his book to 
be not only for individual 
reading, but also for collec-
tive group use and class-
room discussion. 

❛❛ I was struck 
at once just 
looking at the 
contents list by 
the very striking 
arrangement”

Their approaches 
certainly provide a fully 
founded experience of 
Christian thought in a way 
one sees hardly ever done. 
Even the recitation of the 
names demonstrates the 
unusual nature of Lights 
for the Path, which can be 
warmly recommended. 

The author gives a 
dimension to the notion 
of faith and belief which 
one rarely sees in such 
books. Readers will never 
regret buying a copy for 
an understanding of what 
Christianity is all about. For 
Irish readers it may give 
new deeper meaning to the 
mission of St Patrick, which 
we celebrate tomorrow.

Guiding lights to 
the path of faith 
and fortitude

St Patrick, 
the ‘Apostle 
of Ireland’ in 
his own days 

The Spiritual Journey 
of St Patrick
by Aidan J. Larkin SSC, 
with a foreword
by Archbishop Eamon 
Martin (Messenger 
Publication, 
€14.95/£12.95) 
Peter Costello 

Tomorrow all the 
world that is Irish 
will mark St Pat-
rick’s Day, mostly 

in ebullient hoolies it has 
to be said, rather than calm 
and settled consideration. 
Well, that is the way of the 
world, and if the actual man 
himself is concealed behind 
all the faux episcopal 
fancy dress and a vanguard 
of leprechauns with red 
beards and green hats, 
such we have to admit is 
the nature of modern Irish 
culture. 

Some of the recent books 
about Patrick have been 
very strange too; one of 
the strangest of all to my 
mind being the biography 
by Dr Roy Flechner of UCD, 
St Patrick Retold (Princeton 
University Press, £20.00), 
which suggests that the 
saint was a sort of financial 

fugitive in Ireland, who 
was avoiding his taxes back 
in Roman Britain while 
indulging in a little slave 
trading, importing slaves 
for Irish chieftains from the 
same territory into Ireland. 

Speculative
These notions seem a step 
too speculative to many, so 
it is a relief to turn to this 
latest book about Patrick 
to find a very different 
treatment of the saint, his 
life and the two documents 
from his own hand that 
have survived the confu-
sions of history. That we 
have such records, The 
Confession and the Letter to 
Coroticus is nearly unique; 
their voice is so very dif-
ferent to what we find in 
later Irish manuscripts of a 
religious nature.  

❛❛ In the 
documents he lays 
a great emphasis 
on his status as a 
bishop, with the 
implication that his 
status, indeed his 
whole standing in 
Ireland, had been 
challenged”

For a long time, however, 
they were used by scholars 
only for biographical and 
historical purposes. But in 
this book they are closely 
examined by the late Fr 
Aidan J. Larkin, a Columban 
father, of very varied expe-
rience (including election 
as an SDLP member of the 
Northern Ireland Assem-
bly).  

In what he writes he 
was inspired by another 
Columban at Dalgan Park, 
Fr Daniel Conneely, and by 
the edition of Conneely’s 
essays on Patrick edited 
after his death by Fr Paddy 
Bastable (a man and scholar 
still recalled with fondness 
by his lay friends). Fr Larkin 
completed this new treat-
ment of the material before 
his death in 2019. 

Documents
He has translated the docu-
ments anew providing them 
with introductory chapters 
and notes. The central part 
of what is said is to dem-
onstrate, in following Fr 
Conneely, that these writings 
show what has not been 
widely noticed enough that 
Patrick’s memory and mind 
was suffused with a knowl-
edge of a select number of 
Latin Fathers – he lived in 
fact at the end of the history 
period of the Latin Fathers. 

Taking up again Fr Con-
neely’s original discovery or 
insights rather, Larkin men-
tions Athanasius, Augustine, 
Cyprian, Hilary, Ignatius, 
Jerome and Justin. But also 
it is to be noted that in the 
documents he lays a great 
emphasis on his status as a 
bishop, with the implication 
that his status, indeed his 
whole standing in Ireland, 
had been challenged. These 
matters are still difficult to 
unravel. But Patrick’s depth 
of acquaintance with the 
Latin Fathers, though, doubt-
less a product of the time he 
is thought to have spent at 
St Lerin’s Monastery off the 
south coast of Gaul, suggests 
a thorough training.

But early Irish Christian-
ity quickly began to take on 

characteristics of the native 
society, in the creation of 
abbot-led monasteries on 
a tribal basis, which soon 
established themselves as 
the central feature of Chris-
tianity in Ireland, displacing 
the position of bishop.  

The leading role of the 
families of local rulers is a 
prominent feature too. So in 
a sense the Church Patrick 
brought into the country 
was quickly nationalised, 
and seemed open to the 
influence of Greek culture 
as well as Latin. 

The role of Patrick in 
history is not a trivial mat-
ter, even if the man himself 
now seems to me on his 
way to becoming for all too 
many people a figure of fun. 
Fr Larkin’s book may play 
a small role in putting that 
to right. 

❛❛These notions seem a step too 
speculative to many, so it is a relief to turn 
to this latest book about Patrick to find a 
very different treatment of the saint”
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When people 
think of Patri-
cian sites and 
shrines they 

are likely to think of his 
grave at Downpatrick in 
Co. Antrim, or Croagh Pat-
rick, or indeed St Patrick’s 
Purgatory. 

Rarely is anything said or 
thought about Slieve Mish, 
or as it is today Mount 
Slemish, in Co. Antrim to 
the north, where he passed 
it is said some six years as a 
slave herding sheep on the 
hillsides or in the nearby 
woods, in all weathers. 

The mountain rises with 
startling abruptness from 
the plain, thrusting about 
1,500 feet into an often 
grey sky, dominating the 
landscape, though not as 
much as the more widely 
favoured Croagh Patrick far 
to the west in Mayo. Slem-
ish is certainly a striking 
place, but a neglected one 
as I say. 

Yet when we consider 
St Patrick in the course of 
history, and in the light 
of modern attitudes, we 
realise what an ideal place 
it is to contemplate the life 
of that young man ravaged 

The signifi cance of 
Mount Slemish – 

Ireland and slavery 

A sheep herd on Slemish in winter weather, where St Patrick was kept as a slave. 

by Irish pirates and set to 
work on those all too often 
bleak Ulster slopes. 

When we consider 
Patrick as a victim of slave 
runners and of human 
traffickers, his life stands 
out in renewed signifi-
cance. When we consider 
Patrick as a victim of 
enslavement and traffick-
ing we can see that North-
ern mountain as a place of 
significance. 

Slave entrepôt
These days whenever 
Viking Dublin is men-
tioned its role as a slave 
entrepôt is mentioned, and 
slave chains are rattled. 
But Patrick’s experience 
reveals that slavery was 

commonplace in Gaelic 
Ireland, it was simply 
taken for granted. 

Rectitude
Perhaps the thought of 
Gaelic speaking slavers 
might convince some that 
the morals and rectitude 
of the ancient Irish was 
not always what our pious 
school teachers once sug-
gested it was. 

And indeed the Catholic 
Church sanctioned slavery 
and bondage until a recent 
date. Those who might 
doubt this might care to 
read the resumé of the 
topic in the article in the 
original edition of The 
Catholic Encyclopaedia of 
over a century ago. 

And I can recall han-
dling on the shelves of the 
Central Catholic Library in 
Dublin volumes of moral 
theology in German by 
Teutonic moralists on 
“slavery and bondage”, 
expressly saying that 
owning people was not 
immoral (though of course 
many other things were). 
It was merely a matter of 
property law. 

Slemish does not 
need any actual memo-
rial; the lasting nature of 
the hill itself is enough 
of a permanent memo-
rial. But those visiting it 
should be aware of its past 
and reflect on its role in 
Irish history, ancient and 
modern. 

❛❛The mountain rises with 
startling abruptness from the 
plain, thrusting about 1,500 
feet into an often grey sky, 
dominating the landscape”

St Patrick is depicted in a 
stained-glass window at St. 
Mary’s Basilica in Phoenix. 

Photo: CNS

Ireland’s pre-Patrician 
Christians – who were they?

The reference to Palladius by 
papal records of a mission in 
431 of Palladius to “those Irish 
believing in Christ” has always 
presented a puzzle and still 
does. These Christians may 
not have been Irish in fact, 
but traders with bases ashore, 
rather like the people who 
shipped Patrick out of Ireland 
(though they were pagans). 
The parallel is with those trad-
ing posts along the coasts and 
rivers of 19th Century West 
Africa, or out in the Malaya’s 
or the islands of Indonesia. 

They exported animals 
alive, as there was no way of 
keeping slaughtered beasts 
fresh, or Irish wolf hounds, 
which were much in demand 

in Europe. The posts would 
not have been on the danger-
ous west coast of Ireland, but 
along the south coast from 
Dingle (an important port in 
the Middle Ages), through 
Waterford to Wexford, a run 
of coast line focused on Ard-
more in Waterford. 

The boats would have run 
to the south of England, per-
haps to Glastonbury, and to 
Brittany where Patrick said 
he had kinsfolk. Those trade 
items being carried out of the 
country would have left lit-
tle trace ashore, except per-
haps a misty recollection of 
a religious heritage, which St 
Patrick’s greater fame extin-
guished or absorbed.
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To join in Sr. Stan's vision please 
contact cian.dikker@focusireland.ie 
or phone 01 881 5962

Inspired by the vision and    
passion of Sr. Stan, many    
people are choosing to leave      
a loving gift in their will to 
support people who are 

a place they can call home.

Please remember GOAL in your Will
45 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support 
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a 

gift in your Will is priceless.

Contact Courtenay on
01 2809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers, 
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. Re-
moved and disposed of in a proper manner. No job 
too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015. 
CENACOLO COMMUNITY

CENACOLO is a residential community offering 
FREE help for men and women with addictions. 
Visit www.communitycenacolo.ie or phone 094 
9388286.
STATUE OF ST ANNE WANTED

WANTED: Statue of St Anne with Our Lady for 
church.Email: joemassbrook@gmail.com

   

   

 

Hoping...
to be in a relationship?

Seeking...
someone who shares your faith?

Finding...
it difficult to meet the right person?

Then call on

www.heavenlypartners.ie

01 568 6558
 Ireland's Foremost Introduction Agency for Catholics

partnersheavenly

   

Keep your Magnificat Safe
with Beautiful Covers

LEATHER €25
(Black, Brown, Red) 

SEMI 
LEATHER 

€9.50

CLEAR
 PLASTIC                                        

€4.50

+ €4.50 P&P Leather Covers
+ €2 P&P for Others

01 6874024 |   www.irishcatholic.com/shop nA
 Block 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road,

Sandyford, Dublin 18 D18 K277
M

Follow The 
Irish Catholic 

on Twitter

IrishCathNews

We will 
pass on 
the flame 
of faith.
Phone 01 6874028  info@irishcatholic.ie

For over 130 years, 
The Irish Catholic has 
been a voice of hope 
and inspiration for 
Catholics in Ireland. Help 
us pass on the flame of 
faith by remembering us 
in your Will.
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Leisure timeLeisure time

              

Easy Hard
Sudoku Corner  474

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323

Across
1 Wavering; delay (10)
6 Mimicked (4)
10 Imprecise (5)
11 Name often applied to the 

robin (9)
12 Bumped against others in 

a crowd (7)
15 Glue with which to fix 

broken tapes? (5)
17 Novel by Jane Austen (4)
18 Make an assessment (4)
19 Kingly (5)
21 Ghost, or the 24th James 

Bond movie (7)
23 Slumbered (5)
24 & 36a Characteristic 

Christian prayerful remem-
brance of the crucifixion 
(4,2,3,5)

25 Idi, twentieth century 
Ugandan dictator (4)

26 Alongside a vessel at sea 
(5)

28 Type of shark or swimming 
canine? (7)

33 Magnificence (9)
34 Building added to a com-

plex (5)

35 Decomposes (4)
36 See 24 across
Down
1 Possess (4)
2 & 8d Formally append one’s 

‘John Hancock’ (4,2,3,6,4)
3 Nice surprise (5)
4 Curt (5)
5 What a bookie will quote 

you (4)
7 Strategies (5)
8 See 2 down
9 Get ready (7)
13 Walk lamely (4)
14 Go down (7)
16 Intruder (who might be 

prosecuted) (10)
20 Do islands go around with 

this musical instruction? (9)
21 One’s ability to keep going 

(7)
22 Part of a ladder (4)
27 Gallic brilliance (5)
29 The silent Marx Brother 

turns up for Ms Winfrey (5)
30 Unit of Swiss currency (5)
31 The foot of a horse (4)
32 Mathematical line (4)

Across
1 Put the ingredients together in this 

when you are baking a cake (6,4)
7 Pieces of pasta you might find in a 

certain kind of chicken soup (7)
8 Closer (6)
11 You might ______ butter or 

marmalade on your toast (6)
14 Number that means a single 

thing (3)
15 Vegetable which grows in a 

pod (3)
16 Bit, section (5)
17 Speak, use words (3)
18 Paintings and other creative 

works (3)
19 Stretchable material (7)
20 You might see it growing at the 

edge of a field or garden (5)
Down
2 Cold treat on a stick (3,3)
3 Pay no attention to something (6)
4 The earth beneath your feet (6)
5 Harry Potter’s pet, Hedwig, is this 

kind of bird (3)
6 Pay attention to what someone is 

saying (6)
9 Cooked meat in an oven (7)
10 Use the bottle bank, perhaps (7)
11 You may get this medal for finish-

ing second (6)
12 Match played after a draw (6)
13 Spies are sometimes called 

secret _____ (6)

15 Fruit with a fuzzy skin (5)

Crossword Junior Gordius 474 Gordius 602

 SOLUTIONS, MARCH 9
GORDIUS NO. 601

Across – 1 Joint account  7 Out  9 Brag  10 Arable  11 
Flea  14 Study  15 Toner  16 Peck  18 Lopes  21 Enemy  22 
Wrong  23 Samoa  24 Ions  25 Negev  26 Stick  29 Lost  33 

Ablaze  34 Plug  36 Wee  37 Metropolitan
Down – Jar  2 Iago  3 Tuam  4 Chart  5 Ogled  6 Toil  8 
Thanksgiving  9 Brother-in-law  12 Intern  13 Trays  14 

Salem  17 Enough  19 Plank  20 Swine  27 Tuber  28 Cramp  
30 Shem  31 Bell  32 Spit  35 Urn

CHILDREN’S No. 473
Across – Fortunate  6 Growl  7 Ostrich  10 Toy  12 Skeleton  

13 Dive  14 Cus-tard  15 Birr  17 Evil  18 Knit  19 Enter
Down – Fight  2 Roomy  3 Unlock  4 Tear  5 Pushing  8 

Telltale  9 Internet  11 Opinion  12 Secret  16 Bar
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Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912
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Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323 Gordius 446

Across 
1 Fearful creatures of folklore 

developed in blob? Gosh! 
(10)

6 Travelled quickly, scooting 
past every dawdler at first 
(4)

10 & 15a These avian seasonal 
visitors might make a grebe 
tense (5,5)

11 He wrote lots of letters 
- from the capital of 
Minnesota? (5,4)

12 Denizens of the ice rink (7)
15 See 10 across
17 Rocky outcrop (4)
18 Sacred (4)
19 Ms Doolittle, of ‘Pygmalion’ 

and ‘My Fair Lady’ (5)
21 Fast food establishment that 

makes one sprightly? (7)
23 & 34a Team sport might be 

burning you (5,5)
24 See the cardinal and Patrick 

involved in a tiff (4)
25 Attest that Vera is upset (4)
26 An easily taken goal, 

or the result of a faucet 
installation? (3-2)

28 Great joy (7)
33 Transmit over the airwaves 

(9)
34 See 23 across
35 The Spanish potassium’s 

good for such creatures (4)

36 Can Gene hop around here 
in Denmark? (10)

Down
1 Central parts of wheels (4)
2 Classic actors’ good luck 

wish that might make a 
barge leak (5,1,3)

3 Group of eight (5)
4 One doesn’t succeed when 

roles are reassigned (5)
5 Cuticle (4)
7 Location for quiet needlework 

(5)
8 Italian cheese might make 

the colt elated (10)
9 Reel, walk unsurely (7)
13 Every Englishman accepts 

cold ham starters (4)
14 One can show respect for a 

item of regalia (7)
16 How caring, to scorch one 

piece of furniture (10)
20 While getting better, the 

little devil is wandering (9)
21 Type of poison (7)
22 Ms Fitzgerald is to be found 

in a cellar (4)
27 Wine of poor quality (5)
29 Metric unit of capacity (5)
30 Make physical contact (5)
31 Portuguese city with a 

distant ring to it (4)
32 Presently, one will see ‘The 

Headless Clergyman’ (4)

Across 
1 After you cook it in water, 

crack this open to enjoy it 
(6,3)

7 This pirate is Peter Pan’s 
enemy (7,4)

8 Selected (5)
9 Goes over articles, and gets 

them ready to be published 
in the paper. (5)

11 Wicked (4)
14 Pulled sharply. (6)
16 Number that means a 

single thing (3)
17 Enormous (8)
18 Use your lips to do this (4)
19 Very harsh (6)

Down
1 Two-wheeler (7)

2 Getting better at something 
(9)

3 You use it to rub things out 
(6)

4 Bert’s best friend in Sesame 
Street. (5)

5 Getting bigger. (7)
6 You put this in a fountain 

pen (3)
10 Sorrow (7)
12 A person speaks with this 

(5)
13 Go away (5)
14 The name of a book or 

film. (5)
15 A type of lizard (5)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 337 Gordius 460

 SOLUTIONS, JUNE 11
 GORDIUS No. 459

Across – 1 Spacecraft  6 Flog  10 On cue  11 Fragrance  12 Crashed  
15 Turin 17 Emus  18 Unit  19 Accra  21 Jackdaw  23 Lunge  24 Emit  

25 Halo  26 Salvo  28 Pharaoh  33 Inflation  34 Rioja  35 Gush   
36 Holy Orders

Down – 1 Snow  2 Accordion  3 Evens  4 Rifle  5 Fear  7 Liner   
8 Green Party 9 Fretsaw  13 Ha-ha  14 Desktop publishing   

20 Cameo role  21 Jehovah 22 Asia  27 Lifts  29 Handy  30 Rarer   
31 Lido  32 Jaws

 CHILDREN’S No. 336
Across – 1 Barack Obama  6 Tablets  8 Touch  9 Heels  10 Prince   

13 Rescue  16 Beetle  17 Cobweb  18 Log  19 Kettle  20 Euro
Down – 1 Butcher  2 Robbers  3 Chess  4 Oyster  5 Autumn  7 Shoe  

10 Pebble – 11 Ice Age  12 Colour  14 Elope  15 Cow
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26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

There is no greater legacy that will leave a mark 
on future generations than supporting our pro-life 
and pro-family work.
With your legacy commitment today we will 
Rebuild a Culture of Life in Ireland.
Call for our free brochure today to find out how 
you can save countless lives for years to come.

Legacy 
for Life

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a 
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or 
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Come for a FREE, behind-the-scenes tour of Merchants Quay 
Ireland’s homeless drop-in centre.

See first-hand how your kind donations and legacy bequests 
work to bring hope and relief to people who’ve slept rough 

overnight.

To find out more please ring Shauna at 01 524 0139.

We’d love to m�t you

You’re Invited
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A future that will call out for the priest
Notebook Fr Vincent Sherlock

RECENTLY OUR BISHOP, Paul 
Dempsey, wrote a pastoral letter for 
Lent. He was encouraging the work 
of parish pastoral councils through-
out the diocese. Some weeks earlier, 
he celebrated Mass in the cathedral 
in Ballaghaderreen, where parish 
pastoral councils from around the 
diocese were commissioned. It was 
a wonderful occasion with more 
than 300 people in attendance and 
there was a sense of hope in that 
gathering. 

That theme of hope, centred on a 
committed and Faith-filled people, 
continues in the pastoral letter 
though the bishop goes on to point 
out the rather bleak future predicted 
for the diocesan priesthood. It is 
estimated that in 10 years “there 
will be 12 priests serving in the 23 
parishes of our diocese” and in this 
context it becomes ever clearer that 
the diocese’s future is firmly in the 
hands and souls of its people. Even 
as I write these lines, speculation 
exists around the re-ordering of 
dioceses, not to mention parishes.

Ordained
I was ordained for Achonry 
diocese in June 1987. In 1988, a 
few months after ordination, I 
purchased my first copy of the 
Irish Catholic Directory. I suppose 

I did this to see my name there 
and to know that I had “arrived” 
in the diocese. I had other copies 
through the years, they have come 
and gone but I held on to that one. 
Just now, I took the 1988 copy from 
the bookshelf. It confirms what 
I had expected to find. Statistics 
for priests of the diocese were: 54 
priests working in the diocese, with 
another three in ministries in Ire-
land but outside of the diocese, two 
working abroad and eight retired. 
There were 66 priests attached 
to the diocese of Achonry in 1988 
and today there are 35, with 23 in 
parish ministry – the remainder in 

my companions from Maynooth 
have reached, passed or are fast 
approaching the 60-year mark 
and our last ordination of a priest 
of Achonry diocese was 10 years 
ago. I sometimes feel concern for 
that man. What must he see ahead 
of him? And yet, he offers lasting 
hope because he is so happy and 
dedicated in his work. Amongst 
his many roles, he is our vocations 
director, and he is truly committed 
to seeking a future for our diocesan 
priesthood.

I said most of the rest had 
changed – not all of it! I think 
that is where Bishop Paul’s letter 
is directed. In 1988, there were 
wonderful parishioners through-
out the 23 parishes of our diocese. 
Good natured men, women and 
children who had a sense of place 
and belonging. They welcomed the 
priest but knew that though he 
might come and go the parish was 
constant. The faces have changed, 
perhaps the numbers grown fewer, 
but great people are still there and, 
in ones and twos, threes and fours, 
they can and will ensure a future 
– a future that hopefully will call 
out for the priest, find the priest, 
and produce the priest from their 
number. We are in this together!

When priests were 
plentiful!
A story of a priest who was 
confident about himself! He 
announced at a Sunday Mass 
that Jesus was his friend and 
that his friend had asked him to 
become a priest and that over 
the years he had given tire-
lessly of himself in a variety of 
listed appointments. He shone 
in them all and went wherever 
Jesus, his friend, asked him 
to go. “Now, dear friends”, he 
continued: “My friend Jesus 
has asked me to move to a new 
parish to continue my wonder-
ful work there and this is my 
final Sunday in your midst”. The 
choir sang: “What a friend we 
have in Jesus”!

other ministries or retired.
As a 24-year-old with much to 

learn, I looked to people I admired 
among the working and retired 
and was fortunate to know them 
through the years. Some of those, 
still active in the diocese, had 
been ordained just a year or two 
before me. Others during my time 
in Maynooth and still more that 
I had known through the years. 
The 24-year-old in me, looked 
at men in their 60s and thought 
how old some of them looked, not 
to mention the retired men but 
there was still something reassur-
ing around having these priests 
who had travelled the road, still in 
view, still making a difference and 
still happy in their lives. I was glad 
of my contemporaries too – those 
who had been with me during 
seminary years, ahead, with and 
behind. 

Recent days
In recent days, I became the 
60-year-old and the one thing that 
has not changed is that I still have 
much to learn. The rest or most 
of it has changed beyond recog-
nition. I looked through those 
names from 1988 and so many of 
them have died, others are now 
numbered among the retired, 
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In Lent, we can serve Christ 
and help the des�itute with 

our almsgiving.
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Little Way benefactors will be glad to know 
that a Mass is offered each day for their 

intentions in the Missions. 

The Missionary Sisters of Christ the Master in Comayaguela, Honduras are counting on our help 

to bring vital food, medicine and other assistance to more than 800 people.  Sister Alba Moreles 

Galvez has written to THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION: “We have been working in this 

extremely impoverished area for ten years, where families live in wooden shacks in very basic 

conditions.  I hope that the Little Way will assist us with five programs. These are: 1) Comprehen-

sive Nutrition.  We need to provide food to three groups, as well as training in gospel values and 

the development of agricultural projects.  2) A group of girls live and are educated at a Home run 

by our Sisters.  They have nowhere else to go.  3)  We wish to provide food and medical aid to 

older adults, who are often abandoned.  4) Provisions are needed by extremely poor families, as 

well as training in literacy, to give the young especially a better chance in life. 5) At San Isidro 

Farm we hope to expand self-sustaining agricultural projects, such as egg production.”

Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez recommends that we help the Sisters, whom he knows well.  He asks 

for as much as we can send these communities living in extreme poverty.

This Lent, we urge you to give alms to our fund for the hungry, sick and deprived. 
Without any kind of deduc�ion for administra�ion, this fund is used to support 

missionaries providing life-sustaining assistance to des�itute families and individuals.

“We can never have too much 
confidence in our God Who is 
so mighty and so merciful.”

- St Therese

LENT WITH ST 
THERESE

In 1893, St Therese of Lisieux wrote 
to her sister Celine: “Jesus wills 

that we give alms to him as to one 
poor and needy.  He puts Himself 

as it were at our mercy; He will take 
nothing but what we give to Him 
from our heart, and the very least 

trifle is precious in His sight.”  
                               

The three pillars of Lent are prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  The 

Catechism says: “Giving alms to 
the poor is a witness to fraternal 
charity: it is also a work of justice 

pleasing to God.”

WELLS NEEDED
Missionaries repeatedly appeal to 
The Little Way for funds to sink 

wells in order to provide clean, safe 
water, the lack of which causes 
much illness and many medical 
needs.  On average, women in 

Africa and Asia walk around three 
hours every day to fetch water, 

often in scorching heat. 

Can you help provide 
a well?

Sr Alba writes: “We provide education, complete 
formation, to children and young people in situations of 

extreme poverty, we take care of the abandoned sick 
and we go where no one wants to go to evangelize.”
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